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PREFACE. 


s it was the kind Reception which 
ly. 9 5 the Publick was pleaſed to give to 
a Part of this Work when it ap- 
peared in the Mus um, that oc- 

caſioned the rendering it complete, 
and publiſhing it in its preſent 
Form, the bare mentioning of this might ſcem to 
anſwer the proper Intention of a Preface, and 
leave both the Reader and the Author at Liberty 
to proceed without any farther Ceremony. But 
in Performances of this Nature, where the Subject 
under Conſideration is ſo far from being cither 
conſtant or fixed, that it is in a continual State of 
Alteration, it may be eaſily conceived that many 
Things happen, even while the Piece is in the 
Preſs, of which it may become neceſſary to ſay 
ſomething, that the Publick may not attribute 
to Negligence and Want of Attention, what 
were really the Effects of quite another Caule, 
The Difficulties that naturally occur in attempt- 
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ing a Taſk like this, may give Occaſion to Faults 
enough to exerciſe the Indulgence of the Peruſer, 
without relying upon his Tenderneſs to excuſe 
ſuch as are involuntary and unavoidable, and for 
which therefore no Author is liable to a ſtrict 
Account. | 
Ihe Proſpect begins at preſent to clear up in 

the North, which at the Time the enſuing Sheets 
were written, was extremely cloudy, and there- 
fore to ſome perhaps, the Conjectures offered as 
to the Conſequences of a War breaking out there, 
may appear improper ; but if we conſider, that 
even at preſent we have only the Promiſe of fair 
Weather, and that it is not at all impoſſible the 
Sky may be again overcaſt, they will ſee no juſt 
Cauſe to be diſpleaſed with what is ſaid on that 
Subject, ſince after all, the Iſſue of Things may 
be only retarded, and there is nothing abſurd in 
ſuppoſing, that as the Humours are not yet eva- 
cuated, they may ſtill ferment, if any conſider- 
able Alteration ſhould happen in the political Cli- 
maie of thoſe Countries. We might indeed have 
been in a Condition to have made a clearer Judg- 
ment on theſe Matters, if the Election in Courland 
had taken place as was expected ; but as it did 
not, 'Things ſtill remain in great Perplexity, and 
Time alone will ſhew whether our Notions in 
reference to what may happen among the Northern 
Powers, be well or ill founded. This however 
is certain, that hitherto there has nothing fallen 
out which in the leaſt contradicts what we have 
laid down. 
There ſeems hitherto to be no great Alteration 
produced in Ger may be Negociations that 
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have been carried on ſince the Concluſion of the 
Peace at Aix la Chapelle; and tho' there are great 
Expectations entertained of Events that are ſhort- 
ly like to happen in the Empire, yet there is not 
much Probability of their contradicting what we 
have ventured to advance; neither is there the leaſt 
Sign at preſent, that our Conſectures, as to the re- 
viving the Power, and increafing the Influence of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, were too ſanguine; and there 
will be much leſs Reaſon to apprehend any thing 
of this kind, if the Reports that are at preſent 
current of the bringing ſpeedily upon the Carpet 


the Choice of a King of the Romans, ſhould be 


verified by the Event. This indeed would be a 


great Point gained, and afford very reaſonable 
Grounds to hope, from the Unanimity requiſite to 
accompliſh a Defign of this Nature, thoſe Feuds 
and Jealouſtes which ſo long troubled the Peace 
of the Germanick Body, are at laſt happily ex- 
tinguiſhed, and all Parties brought to ſee that their 
particular Views may be beſt attained by a mutual 
Concurrence in ſuch Meaſures as are neceſſary for 
the publick Good. 

We have left that Part of the Work which has 
reſpect to France without Alteration, not only be- 
cauſe it had already received the Approbation of 
the Publick, but chiefly on account of its being 
written during the War, when it could not be 
taken amiſs that the Hiſtory of that Nation was, 
examined with Freedom, What we have added 
is from the beſt Authorities we could poſſibly ob- 
tain, and we have choſe rather to be filent on cer- 
tain Points, than to handle them improperly, or 
run the Hazard of predicting what may never 
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come to paſs. The Reader will not therefore take 
it amiſs, that ſome [Things are left very much to 
his Judgment, ſince at the fame time the Means 
of judging are put into his Hands; ſo that he can- 
not fail of perceiving whatever human Foreſight 
can reach, tho' many Reaſons, which will eaſily 
occur to him, prevented us ſometimes from being 
very explicit. We might indeed have mentioned 
the Affair of Tabago, but looking upon it as a Con- 
ſequence of the War that could not fail of being 
{et right upon our Repreſentations, we did not 
think it neceſſary, and we find this Sentiment juſ- 
tified by the Event. 

It may poflibly be thought ſome Omiſſion in 
reference to the Affairs of Spain, that we have 
ſaid nothing of ſome late Diſturbances in America; 
but the Truth is, that what has been hitherto re- 
ceived upon that Subject in Europe, or at leaſt 
what has reached us, is ſo confuſed and indiſtin&, 
that we thought it might be more pardonable to 
paſs it by, than to advance any thing on the Au- 
thority of ſuch Relations, as might be contradict- 
ed before what we borrowed from them could 
| pooſſibly be made publick ; and the Uncertainty 
| in which we ſtill remain upon this Head, gives 
' us no great Cauſe to fear that our Caution will 
| ſubject us to Cenſure. But as whatever Doubts 
| there may be, in reference to the Nature of theſe 
| Commotions, yet with reſpe& to the reality of 
the Facts, there is none at all; and as it is very like- 

ly, that the Court of Madrid has at this very 
Juncture ſome Views in Europe, which it may, 

| not be very eaſy for her to carry into Execution; 
| this will afford the Britiſß Miniſter an Oppor- 


tunity 


[6] 
tunity of quickening his Negociations, and of 
concluding a Treaty upon ſo much better Terms, 
as there is nothing more certain, than that the 
Amity of Great Britain cannot be a thing indif- 
ferent to the Court of Sparn, with reſpect either 
to the Affairs of Hurope, or the Weſt- Indies. 

It was foreſeen by all the intelligent People in 
different Parts of Europe, at the very Time of 
the Concluſion of the laſt Peace, that it would be 
very far from proving abſolutely definitive with 
reſpe&t to Laly, and that the ſettling the Royal 


Infant Don Philip, would be productive of freſh 


Deſigns, inſtead of putting an End to the Con- 
cern that had been expreſſed, for procuring him 
an independent Sovereignty ſuitable to his Birth, 
and to the Pretenſions of the Queen Dowager 
of Spain, in Italy; and it has ſince appeared, that 
theſe Apprehenſions were far from being ill- 
a ran Yet how the Deſire of promoting 
is Intereſt will operate; whether in the way of 
Negociation, or by having recourſe again to Arms, 
is a Matter far from Certainty at preſent, and yet 
a Thing of very great Importance, in reſpect to 
which, if ſome of our Conjectures ſhould fail, 
yet there is but too much reaſon to believe, that 
what we have offered upon that intricate Subject, 
will not be thought impertinent, or of little Uſe 
for many Years to come, It muſt be owned, 
that canvaſſing old Titles, and ſearching into the 
riſe of plauſible Pretenſions, is not very pleaſant. 
either to the Writer, or the Reader ; but who 
can help this, if it be neceſſary, or who can deny 
that it is expedient, when the current Tran- 
ſactions of Europe are not to be underſtood, with- 
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dut ſuch Diſcuſſions; the true Importance of 
which are ſeldom diſcerned, before they are in- 
ſiſted upon, by thoſe who have concerted the 
means of making ſuch obſcure Claims a colour 
for gratifying their Ambition, and then every 
body expreſſes a Willingneſs to know what 
otherwiſe they would ſcarce have thought worthy 
their Attention, 

It would certainly have rendered that Chapter 
of this Work more compleat, if the Affairs of the 
United Provinces had been entirely ſettled, their 
Finances perfectly regulated, and the publick 
Tranquility fixed on a ſolid Baſis, which we have 
reaſon to hope will ſhortly be brought about ; 
but had we waited till every Article could have 
been drawn to a proper Concluſion, it is very 
doubtful when this Work could have been pub- 
liſhed. As it is, we have reaſon to believe that we 
have treſpaſſed in ſome Meaſure upon the World's 
patience, and therefore rather choſe to do all we 
could, than protract any longer, from the vain 
Hopes of doing all that we might wiſh. It is 
certain, that after the Concluſion of the Treaty of 
Seville, an Opinion very ſtrongly prevailed, that 
the Peace of Europe was effectually eſtabliſhed ; 
yet it was not long, before the Lovers of Tran- 
quility found their Expectations defeated, What 
has been may be; it does not indeed follow that 
it muſt be, and yet there is now a pretty ſtrong 


Appearance, that either new Negociations mult 


be conducted to a happy Iflue, or freſh Diſputes 
break out before any laſting Quiet can be obtain- 
ed, It was therefore neceflary that the Cauſes 


of all this Murmuring and Commotion ſhould 
be 
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[ ix 
be explained, and this we have laboured to the 
utmoſt. Time will ſhew with what Effect. 


That a Work of this Kind was very far from 


being unneceſſary, will appear ſufficiently to all 
who have peruſed and conſidered the Treatiſes of 


the ſame Nature, formerly written by the Duke of 
Raban, Mr. Bethel, Baron Puffendorff, and the 
Works of ſuch as have republiſhed, continued, or 
augmented theſe Pieces in Holland; and we hope 
it will ſufficiently appear, that we have made a 
proper Uſe of their Performances, without tran- 


ſcribing them, which, to ſay the Truth, was im- 


poſſible, conſidering that the following Sheets have 
been drawn up upon quite another Plan, without 
any Biaſs in favour of a particular Syſtem, or the 
leaſt View of recommending it to the Favour of 
any Party, the Satisfaction of the Publick being 
our ſole Aim, as the Protection of the Publick is 
that upon which we only depend. This per- 
haps might have been in ſome Meaſure beſpoken 
by a large Diſplay of Authorities, and the Facts 
contained therein might have been ſupported by a 
pompous Train of Citations; but as we have dealt 
very little in ſecret Hiſtory, and have founded moſt 
of our Obſervations upon Tranſactions of publick 
Notoriety, this, whatever it might have appeared, 
would in reality have ſerved rather for ſhew, than 
for Uſe, and therefore was omitted, to ſave the 
2 as much Trouble and Expence as poſ- 
ible, 

After profeſſing a Deſire to avoid waſting need- 
leſly the Reader's Time in peruſing this Work, it 
would be prepoſterous to tire him with a long 
Preface; and therefore let us conclude with this 

Reflec- 
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Reflection, that it is from Events, and the pub- 
lick Occurrences that ſhall hereafter happen, the 


Value of a Thing of this Kind muſt be known ; 


for it is not arguing right or wrong in the Opinion 


of any Set of Men whatever, which can give ei- 
ther Merit or Reputation to a Book that pretends 
to repreſent the political State of Europe. He 
who will think juſtly upon this Subject, muſt form 
his Thoughts from the mature Conſideration of 
Facts, and how far he has performed this, can 
appear from Facts only; for as in Law, ſo in 
Politicks, the Worth of an Opinion does not con- 
fiſt in its being happily expreſſed, or handſome- 
ly maintained, either by logical Deductions, or 
Authorities learnedly quoted, but in its Confor- 
mity to Truth. If it fails in this, the Lawyer is 
miſtaken, and the Politician deceived, let the Parts 
of the one, or the Abilities of the other, be what 
they will; and tho' in theſe Caſes it is a great 
Hazard that a Man runs, yet there is this Com- 
fort attends it, that there is a certain Criterion 
which decides, with regard to the Rectitude of 
his Notions, beyond all Diſpute, | 
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5 THE 


PRESENT STATE 


ETROPE 


INTRODUCTION. 


HERE is nothing clearer to ſuch, as have 
taken the Pains to make themſelves Maſters 
of the Hiſtory of Learning, &han that every 
Age has its peculiar Taſte ; perhaps a Wri- 
ter, like Montaigne, would call it Humour ; 
from whence it follows, that Authors who 
are the Objects of Admiration in one Age, 
þ become the Ridicule of the next. In that 
-which preceded the preſent, SYS EMS were in great Eſteem, 
and nothing recommendet. a Writer more, than his being very 
copious, and very methodical. From this Spirit proceeded 
voluminous Syſtems of Hiſtory, Law, Phyſick, Mathematicks, 
and Divinity; but the very Learning which this kind of 
Writing furniſh'd, being ſufficient to diſcover its Imper- 
f ections, and to enable the Reader to ſee that it was con- 
ived rather to circumſcribe, than to extend his Views ; it is 
no Wonder that it grew into Diſcredit, or that after being 
cee and warmly expoſed, People run by Degrees into the 
Oppoſite Extream, were for baniſhing all Syſtems, and for 
Contracting Science as much as poſſible, ſo as to bring the 
Elements and firſt Principles of Knowledge into a narrow 
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Compaſs, by which the Folio's of the laſt Age were in the Be- 
ginning of this reduced into Duodecimo's. 

It has been ſince found, that this way of Writing has alſo its 
Inconveniencies, that ſuch Abridgments were not always made 
with that exquiſite Judgment, that is requiſite to render them 
uſeſul; that ſome Things falſe or uncertain were retain'd, and 
others of great Weight and Importance were omitted ; which 
obliged ſuch as were defirous of being thoroughly Maſter of 
a Subject, to have Recourſe to thoſe larger Works, that had 
been ſo much decry'd, in order to extract from them ſuch 
Paſſages as were truly valuable, and ſerved to explain and eluci- 
date thoſe Principles of Learning that were obſcure, and 
unintelligibls without them. For the facilitating this, 
Men of great Induſtry, and who had much Time upon 
their Hands, began to collect and range theſe Paſſages in a 
new Order; and from hence aroſe the modern Invention of 
DicTioNARIFEs, I mean not ſuch as explain Words, but 
Things, which are now become Very Numerous. Theſe, with- 
out doubt, are very convenient Jools in the Hands of able 
Workmen ; but there is one kind of SCIENCE which 1s very 
important, indeed abſolutely neceſſary towards forming the 
Mind of an accompliſhed Gentleman, in which neither the 
Compendium nor the Dictionary can be of any uſe at all. 

The kind of SCIENCE I mean, is PoLITICKs; by which 
I underſtand a comprehenſive Knowledge of the fundamental 
Maxims of Policy, grounded upon the actual and real Intereſts of 
the ſeveral Governments of EUROPE, and this is not only a polite 
as well as uſeful kind of Learning, the Study of which may be 
therefore recommended without Pedantry, but is in Reality a 
Point of great Conſequence ; becauſe without this Knowledge 
it will be a Thing very difficult, if not impracticable, for a 


young Gentleman to qualify himſelf for the Service of his 


Country; in the preſent Times more eſpecially, when to he 
able to have a thorough Notion of the Intereſts of Great- 
Britain, it is not barely expedient, but abſolutely neceflary to 
have 2 clear Inſight into the Concerns of all the Eurofcan 
Powers. 

Thoſe certainly are very much in the Wrong who pretend 
to treat this as a 3 and would perſwade us, that it 
would be at leaſt much to the Advantage, if not for the Cre- 
dit of our Country, if our Affairs were drawn into a nar- 


rower Compaſs, and our Cares ſtrictly confined to our own 


Concerns. This never was, indeed never can be the Caſe of 
a free, a great, and a trading Nation, and more eſpecially of 
a Maritime Power, Which, and I hope will ever be, the 
LD Cha- 
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Charadteriſticks of the BRITISH PrOPLE, as long as wo 


continue a ProPLE. While they are in this State, they mu 
be reſpected, courted, and applicd to upon many Occaſions 
by Foreigners; and therefore it mult be as I have ſtated it, 
abſolutely neceſſary that at leaſt ſuch as manage their Affairs, 
and while we continue to enjoy our Liberties, this will take 
in a very large Number ; ſhould be thoroughly converſant 
with Foreign 333 that from thence on certain Occa- 
fions, they may have a right Notion of their own. Without 
this they will be liable not only to be outwitted by their 
Enemies, but to be the Dupes alſo of their Allies; they may 
be drawn into Quarrels in which they have no Concern ; 
and where they haye a Concern they may very poſſibly miſ- 
take it, and engage very improperly, if not on the wrong Side. 
One might eaſily illuſtrate this by many Examples; but 


perhaps this would be an invidious Taſk, becauſe it would 


engage a Man either to eſpouſe, or to oppoſe the eſtabliſhed 
Doctrines of Parties, which is not only contrary to my own 
Inclination, but to the very Deſign of this Work, in which I 
hope there will appear no Leaning or ſmalleſt Biaſs of that kind; 
for ſuch Doctrines are of the Nature, of Syſtems in Phyſick, 
and Philoſophy, they ſerve to eſtabliſh a popular Reputation 
upon the Ruins of Juſtice and Truth. The great Buſineſs 
in this Caſe, is to diſtinguiſh where Right lies, and then ta 
embrace it, let it lie where it will. The latter is not with- 
out its Difficulties ; but the former is embarrafled with them 
in a much greater Degree ; for to acquire juſt Sentiments of 
the political Views, and real Intereſts of foreign Nations, is 
ho caſy Matter, nor are the Helps to it readily found. 
It may be expected that the Foundation of this fort of Know- 
ledge, ought to be laid from the Peruſal of Books relating to 
the Conſtitutions, Laws, and Government of the reſpective 
ae not without an Inſiglit alſo into their Antiquities. 
put if we conſider firſt how laborious as well as how tedious an 
Jndertaking this would be; and next how very little thoſe Men 
are, . 

ſpective Countries, who are belt verſed in their Laws and Con- 
ee or deepeſt read in their Records and Antiquities, we ſhall 
yery eaſily diſcern, that as this Method would be in a great Mea- 
Ie impracticable ; ſo allowing it to be ever ſo caſy, it would 
gevertheleſs be very wide of anſwering the Purpoſe. Yet I 
zm very tar from aſſerting, that it ought to be totally diſre* 
garded ; fo far from it, that if a Man has Leifure, Opportu- 
ty, and Abilities, to look into theſe Things, he will hardly 
2 Occaſion to complain LI his Time has been miſ-ſpent, 
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y ſpeaking, ſkilled in the political Intereſts of their 
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or that Nations are ſo much altered in a long Courſe of Ages 
as to become quite a different fort of People; for in gene- 
ral I believe the contrary of this will be found true, and 
that the Climate, the Soil, the Cuſtoms, and Examples of their 
Anceſtors, have very ſtrong Effects upon moſt Nations; but 
this is a Philoſophical Refinement upon Politicks, which it 
requires a very nice Judgment to apply, tho' it may be 
ſometimes very happily applied even in Reſpect to modern 
Tranſactions, as well in the Cabinet as in the Field. 
Reading the general Hiſtories of all Nations, but more 
eſpecially thoſe that are moſt in Eſteem, is a readier, an eaſier, 
and a Cotter Help than the former; but this muſt be uſed 
with Caution. It will ſerve to give us tolerable Notions of 


great Events, diſtinguiſhed Characters, important Revolutions, 


and their Conſequences. But we muſt always remember, that 
the Hiſtorian has a. natural, and perhaps a laudable Partiality 
for his Country; and that to be clearly Maſter of the Truth, 
one ought to compare his Accounts with thoſe that are =—_ 
by the Writers of other Nations, which is likewife a Work 
of much Labour and Fatigue. We ſhould likewiſe reflect, 


that in general Hiſtories the Compaſs, with Reſpect to Time 


and Facts, is ſo large, that the Springs and Motives, which 
is what a Politician chiefly looks for, are ſeldom ſet down; 
and that where they are, it requires much Skill and great Cir- 
cumſpection to diſcern whether they are wholly, or even how 
far they may be depended upon. Yet this Way has its Uſes ; 
and there is in Reality no better Method of forming a right 
Idea of the Spirit, Genius, and Temper of a Nation, than by 
peruſing their Hiſtories ; for by knowing what a Nation has 
done or ſuffered, when that comes to be the Point under 
Conſideration, we may beſt judge what they can atchieve, or to 
what Degree they will bear. 

The private Memoirs of ableStateſmen and illuſtrious Captains 
is another Source from whence this Sort of Knowledge, in the 
Opinion of moſt People, is likely to be drawn; yet here 
again great Penetration is requiſite, and much Caution is to be 
uſed. For theſe People being ſo deeply engaged in Affairs 
themſelves, endeavour for the moſt Pert to repreſent Things 
es much as poſſible in a Light the moſt favourable for their own 
Reputation; and if, upon particular Occaſions, they give us 
evident Marks of their Sincerity, we cannot A from 
thence that they are always conducted by the ſame Spirit; 
for ſometimes theſe very Strokes are intended to ſurprize out 
Confidence, and to engage us in an implicit Belief of all 
they ſay. Beſides, even theſe great Men, being but Men, 5 
2 liable 
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liable to be deceived, and conſequently wap deceive us, with- 
out deſigning it, which makes it neceſſary or us to get the beſt 
Lights we can as to the Temper, Views, and particular Foibles 
of ſuch Writers. For want of being acquainted with which, 


we may be carried into a wrong Road, and bewildered at the 


very Time when we imagined we were near our Journey's 


End. It is however right to make uſe of this Sort of Reading, 


provided we are very attentive, reflect upon what we read, 
and ſet up a Reſolution not to be borne down by the Credit 
of our Author ; fince in reading the Memoirs, as well as in 
perſonally converſing with great Men, we are naturally apt to 


receive Impreſſions from them, which we cannot eaſily thake 


off ; and the greater their Abilities, the greater our Danger is 
in this Reſpect, an Aſcendency once eſtabliſhed being very hard- 
ly if ever ſhaken off, by the Underſtanding. | 

The Peruſal of Polemical Writings upon Points of high 
Conſequence, is another, and indeed a very confiderable Help, 
more eſpecially if the Controverſy be between Nations; for 
then not only the ableſt Writers are uſually employed on both 
Sides, but we are pretty ſure of having the Truth in ſome 
Meaſure ſtruck out between them. Thus in the Writings of 
SELDEN and GROTI1Us, we ſee almoſt all that can be ſaid upon 
that famous Queſtion of the Dominion of the Sea; in the Pieces 


| publiſhed upon the late French King's claiming, in Right of 


his Wife, the moſt valuable Provinces in the Low-Countries, 
and the Anſwers to them, the Doctrine as to Swccrſſions and 


 Renuncations is fully explained; and the Paper-War between 


the late CZ AR and his Rival CHARLES XII. let us into many 
Secrets that otherwiſe would never have been known. All Col- 


| lechions therefore of this Kind, are highly valuable; and pro- 
vided we can but preſerve a ſteady Attention, and are ſecure of 


our own Impartiality, we have a very fair Opportunity of 


- reaping much Improvement by this Sort of Study. In 
Domeſtick Diſputes between Factions it is quite otherwiſe ; 
for very often the Caſe is miſrepreſented alike by both Parties; 
and tho” we are ever ſo well verſed in the Controverſy, it is a 


very great Chance, whether we ever get Sight of the Truth, at 


leaſt if we have not a Hint of it ſome other Way. 


GAZETTES and NEws-PAPERS, in reſpect to the Story of 


: preſent Times, are not to be neglected ; it is true they are but 


indifferent Evidence, but generally ſpeaking they arc all the 


Evidence we have, and with much Attention and a reaſonable 
Degree of Sagacity, we may diſcover Truth from Falſhood, even 
in them, Indeed it is chiefly with regard to the Uſcs that are 
to be made of theſe, that the enſuing Work was compoſed : for 
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by having a general Knowledge of the Syſtem of Affairs in Eu- 
rope, and of the political Views and Intereſts of the particular 
Kingdoms and States therein, we may be enabled to make a 
right Application of that Kind of Reading, and to form a 2 


Notion of what is paſſing in the World, notwithſtanding 
the Diſguiſes under which Facts appear in ſome Papers; and the 
Incorrectneſs with which, for want of having proper Lights, 
they are related in others. Almoſt every Country in Europe 
has its GAz ET TE, or Paper by Authority, in which we are 
ſure to find every thing ſet forth with ſuch Colourings as may 
beſt ſuit it to the Intereſts of that Power from which the 
Paper derives its Authority. The PARIS GAZETTE, for In- 
ſtance, has been very well characterized by a Writer of that 
Nation, in theſe Words, that it is the bet written, and the leaſt 
read of any in Europe. "The Language 1s very corre& and 
pure, the Facts are well told, and ranged in their proper Order; 
but we may be ſure that nothing finds a Place there injurious 
to the Intercſt, or repugnant to the Sentiments of the French 
Miniſtry. We may ſometimes learn from it Things of Conſe- 

uence with regard to other Countries ; but as to thoſe of 
* nothing appears but the direct News of the Court, 
without either Reaſoning or Reflection. The latter Part of 
this Character belongs to moſt other GAz ET TES by Autho- 
rity; that is to ſay, we can depend upon nothing in them but 
the Date and the Fact, nor upon the Circumſtances of the 
latter, if they are of any Importance; but by the Compariſon 
of theſe Gaz KT TES with each other, and a due Attention to 
the Partiality of each, we may, generally ſpeaking, collect the 
Truth. In reſpect to other Papers of Intelligence, a very ſhort 
Acquaintance with them will let us into the Character, Spi- 
rit, and Views of their Writers; and from thence we are to 
judge of the Credit due to their reſpecti ve Relations. 

To facilitate this critical Kind of Reading, by which alone 
we can be enabled to judge of what paſſes in our own Times, 
and what Alterations happen in the Power, the Influence, the 
Connections, the Intereſts, and the Views of the ſeveral 
STATES of Eunore, we muſt conſtantly keep in Mind the 
gencral Scheme, and the particular Plan before mentioned. 
Jo furniſh the Reader with which, is the ſimple and ſole 
Deſign of the following Sheets, in which they are as fairly 
and as ſuccinctly ſet down as pofſible. One muſt however 
allow, that general Collections of Treaties, a Tincture of the Law 
of Nat ons, which may be collected from GRoTius and 
PUFFENDORF, and a general Notion of the Geography and 
Hiſtory of Countries, are alſo neceſſary; but theſe making al- 
= Ways 
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71 
ways a Part of polite Education, which is a Structure we ſup- 
poſe already raiſed, and by no Means undertake to lay within 
ſo narrow a Compaſs; what we have to offer is acceſſory 
only; and this it was neceſſary to premiſe, that Things might 
not be taken in a wrong Light, or more be expected from 
the following Treatiſe than it was ever intended to contain. 
It is infinitely better to keep our Promiſes within Bounds, and 


to perform them ſtrictly, than to endeavour to raiſe vat Ex- 


pectations in the Reader; and then fruſtrate thoſe very Ex- 
pectations we have been at ſo much Pains to raiſe. Arts like 
theſe are ſometimes uſed, in order to make Way for Sequels or 
ſecond Parts, which is not at all in our Intention, as they flow 
from the Vanity of a Writer, whoſe Affection for his own Abi- 
lities magnifies to himſelf alone, the g'erits of his Performance; 
and of this too it is hoped, that nothing will appear in this 
Treatiſe, ſince we are equally ſenſible of the Difhcuity oi the 
Taſk, and of our own Deficiencies ; but to break the Ice, and 
to give an Opening to what may be made uictul and valuable, 
ought to ſtand us in ſome Stead with the Publick, and to defend 
from Cenſure what was never meant to acquire Applauſe. "The 
being ſerviceable to Mankind gives infinitely more vatisfaction 
to an honeſt Mind than either Admiration or Praiſe. 

To ſet this Matter in a ftill clearer Light, iz may not be 
amiſs however to obſerve, that there is a wide Diftcrence be - 
tween a Geographical Deſcription, or an Hiiſtar ical Account of 
Country, and a political View of its State and Intereſts. The 
latter cannot indeed be known, without having ſome 1dea of the 
former; but this may be brought within much narrower Limits 
than is commonly imagined. The Manner at preſent in uſe 
for conveying the Principles of theſe Sciences, is much more ex- 
panded, and conſequently more tedious and troubleſome than is 
neceſſary; and may very well be reckoned one of the chief 


© Cauſes, why ſo few apply themſelves to the Study of them 


with that Steadineſs and Attention, which is requiſite to become 
| Maſters of what is practicable and ufeful; that is, what every 
Day's Occaſions call for, and which may be as ſpeedily ap- 
plied. But it is one Thing to endeavuur the ſetting theſe Mat. 
ters in ſuch a Light as is requiſite for thoſe who are wholly un- 
acquainted with them, and quite another to range the Heads 
requiſite to ſuch a political Introduction in their natural Order, 
ſo as to refreſh the Memories of ſuch as arc already acquaint- 
ed with them, and enable the Reader to connect Events 
with each other, and with the general Syſtem of Things, in 
the gradual Progreſs of his own Inquiries and curſory Obſerva- 


tions on the Courſe of publick Affairs. | 
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In order to make the general Order of this Diſcourſe evident, 
as well as the Dependence of its Parts upon each other, it is 
requiſite that we ſhould acquaint our Readers with the Me- 
thod that is obſerved therein. In the firſt Place then, we take 
Notice of thoſe principal and leading Parts in PoLicy, 
which are, as it were, the Keys by which Men of Penctration 
unlock the Cabinets of Princes, diſcover the true Maxims of 
their Politicks, and through the Varniſh of outward Colourings 
pierce into their moſt fecret Reſolutions, and diſtinguiſh their 
pretended from their real Views. We proceed next to the ge- 
neral State of EUROPE, and give, as near as. we can, a clear and 
conciſc Detail of the relative Force of its ſeveral Parts, of the 
Ties by which ſome of theſe are united one to another, of the 
complicated Powers ari'p"g from thence, with the Propor- 
tion between them, anu whatever elſe regards the Title of 
the Chapter, and extends to the Powers of Europe, col- 
lectively conſidered. The Way being thus paved for ſetting 
out the preſent State and particular Intereſts of its ſeveral 
Powers reſpectively, we begin with the Northern Potentates, and 
proceeding in the plaineſt and moſt natural Manner poſſible, 
we ſpeak of each Kingdom and State, its Forces, Intereſt, and 
Maxims, as they ſtood upon the Concluſion of the late Treaty, 
by which the Peace of EUROPE has been fo far reſtored, as to en- 
able the judicious Reader to gain a rational Proſpect of what 
may enſue during the remaining Part of the preſent Century. 


ED Oo” 


Of the Univerſal Principles of Pol iv, or ge- 
general Intereſts of every GOVERNMENT, 


T is a juſt and ſenſible Remark of a great Spaniſh Writer, 

that © as the Motives of Submiſſion are the ſame in all So- 
« cieties whatever, ſo from thence certain Principles ariſe, 
« from the various Combinations of which, according to the 
« Nature of Times and Temper of Men, different Sy- 
«- ſtems of Rule, and various Methods of adminiſtring theſe 
« Syſtems, become neceſſary, or at leaſt expedient.” If, there- 
fore, we are well acquainted with theſe, and accuſtom ourſelves 
to reflect on the Manner in which they have been or may be 
gonbincd, what at firſt Sight, for want of this Conſideration 
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appears myſterious and inexplicable, becomes by Degrees fa- 
miliar and intelligible. It is the Notion that the governing Part 


of any Community has of this kind of Science, that in one 


Senſe is properly ſtiled INTEREST, and in this Senſe it is that 


* an illuſtrious and able French Politician ſays truly, and with 


” orcat Spirit, that Kings govern Nations, and Intereſt go- 


verns Kings: Les Princes command nt aux Peuples, & I Intereſt 
' commande aux Princes. 


According to the Form of Government that prevails, this 


OS * 4 
Maxim is to be underſtood. In abſolute Governments, if the 


Monarch has real Abilities, his Sue of publick Affairs is the 


Intereſt of the Body Politick, of which he is the Hcad; and 


if he wants Abilities, it is, generally ſpeaking, the Sentiment 
ot his prime Miniſter that occupies that Place. In limited 
Governments, Intereſi depends upon the Notions of thoſe, 
who according to the Conſtitution are veſted with ſupreme 


Power; and in ſuch Governments their Notions may be very 


- eaſily known, becauſe their firſt Maxim is, that what is for 


the gencral Benefit ſhould be generally underſtood. In Ariſ- 
tocratic States, or Commonwealths governed by the Nobility, 
their Senſe of Things is looked upon as the Publick Intereſt. 


In tree States again, where the People, or all who have a cer- 
. tain Degree of Property, are conſidered as the ſupreme Power, 
the Genius of the Nation, by which I mean their general Tem- 


per and Diſpoſition, is the Index that points out their Interęſſ. 
The firſt Thing therefore that is requiſite to be underſtood 


in practical Politicks, is the true State of the Government 


ſubſiſting in any Country. I fay the true State; for the exte- 


- rior and nominal Conſtitution is to be found in every Com- 


pendium of Geography or Hiſtory. But if an arbitrary Mo- 
narch confides in a Ss, his Government is, in effect, an 
Ariſtocracy. If a limited Prince either governs, or is goverged 
by the Heads of a Party, the Conſtitution beconzes H it 


Moment an Oligarchy ; and this is alſo the Condition of a þo- 


* Oppoſition between its actual and its real Intereſts. 
mer we have ſhewn is no otherwiſe to be diſcovered than by In- 


4 
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Prlar State, where by any ſudden Revolution, or by the gra- 


qual working of a deep-laid Intrigue, the like Change is 
brought about. 


But this is to be conſidered only as the accidental Intereſt of 


ay Country whatever ; for beſides this, there is a real Intereſt 


which ariſes from the Principles before mentioned ; and the wiſe 


or weak, the good or ill, the ſteady or fluctuating Adminiſtra- 


V 


tion in every Government, is owing to the Harmony or the 


he for- 


formation, as to the Hands in which Power is intruſted; 


and 
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and this may be derived either from Intelligence from thoſe who 
have lived long under, or had an Opportunity to be well acquaint- 
ed with, any pic or it may be the Fruit of Obſerve. 
tion. For if we conſider the Conduct of any Nation, in reſpect 
to a few capital Points, and compare it with the real Intereſt 
of that Nation, we ſhall very ſpeedily, and with very great Cer- 
tainty, diſcern the true Spirit of its Government. And this in 
moſt Cafes will be found the ſafeſt way of judging, or at leaſt 
it will enable us to correct the other Mode of Information, by 
ſhewing us what Part of our Intelligence is worthy of Credit, 
and what ought to be rejected let it come from what Autho- 


rity it will. We know this is an infallible Maxim, Ye hal! 


judge by their Fruits. 

But we come now to the great Point of all, which is that of 
ſeparating and diſtinguiſhing the Principles upon which the 
real Intereſts of all Nations are founded ; and this, as in the 
other Art of decyphering, depends upon five great Points, 
which may be metaphorically ſtiled Political Voweis. Of 
each of theſe in their Order we will ſpeak as ſuccinctly as 
poſſible, becauſe we are aware, that to ſome Readers this Part 
of the Work may ſeem tedious, which is common to the ele- 
mentary Parts of all Sciences; and yet without due Attention 
to them, no Branch of Learning can be fully or thoroughly un- 
derſtood. To theſe there is a frequent Neceſſity of having 
recourſe ; and no Man is ever Maſter of any Kind of Study, 
till he feels the Advantage and is fully ſatisfied as to the Uſe of 
its fundamental Principles. For then, to reſume the former 
Compariſon, he firſt ſpells with little Trouble, and at length 
reads fluently and without Heſitation, what one would have 
thought him an Oedipus, who ſhould have been able to un- 
riddle. 

The firſt Principle tending to demonſtrate the real Intereſt 
of a People, is their RELIGION; for that will always have its 
Weight. It is true, that the Reality and Importance of this 
appeared ſtronger in the laſt Age than in the preſent, when 
perhaps there was a ſincerer Senſe of it in moſt Countries; 
but it is ſtill of Conſequence enough to maintain its Poſt. For 
how moderate ſocver Men may be in their Profeſñions, how 


lukewarm ſoever in their Practices, yet either from Principls, 
from worldly Motives, or from Cuſtom, they wil! have a Rca- 
dineſs to unite with ſuch as declare themſelves of the fame 
Belief, and an Eagerneſs in oppoſing thoſe who differ from 
them. In ſhort, Infidel, Bigot, and Heretick, remain till 
Terms of Enmity ; and tho' they have not the ſame Strength 
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d carries a 
etofore, each of them has yet ĩts Meaning, an 
= Proportion of Reſentment with it. : i ; 
1 Next to Religion the natural Grounds of Friendſhip, Alli- 
Aces, or Amity, is a leading Principle. In Monarchies this 


- metimes ariſes from Nations being governed by the ſame Fa- 


ily. As for Inſtance, France, Spain, and Naples; we have 
wil 1 all Probability we ſhall ſee, that this has a great 


Eft; and that the Meaſures of the Head of the Houſe will 


> ally ſpeaking, acquieſced in by all its Branches. Some- 
qa 3 A but very little Streſs is to 


de laid upon this, where the Princes are equal, but a very 


reat Weight where it is otherwiſe. For a great King, or his 
Heir apparent, marrying a Princeſs, Daughter to an inferior 
Prince, attaches the latter to his Intereſt: And this without 
Doubt was the Motive to a late Match, that need not be men- 
tioned. Sometimes it proceeds from an Identity of Intereſts, as 
between the Maritime Powers, whom Reſpect to mutual Safe- 
keeps cloſely united. At other times it ariſes from having 
like Views ; which was formerly the Caſe between Sweden and 
France, and has been of late that of France and another Power, 


as in reaſon it ought to be between the Empreſs Queen and the 


King of Sardinia. There is alſo a Kind of Connection that 
ſprings from the Similarity of Government ; whence we ſome- 
times hear of the common Cauſe of Kings, and the joint Inte- 
zeſt of Republicks ; but this ſerves rather for a Colour than a 
Principle. ; SR ; 

The third general Head is that of Situation. Our own is a 
pregnant Inſtance of this; a great Part of our Politicks are, or 
at leaſt ought to be, dictated to us from our Poſition as an Iſand, 
which makes a martial Spirit univerſally diffuſed amongſt our 
People, and a great maritime Force, our natural Strength ; as 
Commerce, not Conqueſt, is our true Principle of Acquiſition. 
As to the Effects of Situation upon the Continent, they will be 
naturally explained in that Part of the following Work, where 
we ſpcak of the Balances of Power, I mean of the inferior Ba- 
lances which ariſe chiefly from Vicinity, and that Neceſſity 
Which weaker Neighbours feel of living in Union, to prevent 
their being oppreſſed or ſwallowed up by ſome ſuperior Power, 
that can be only kept in awe by ſuch an Union. 

The relative State of a Nation is the forth Principle, by 
which 1s mcant its being in a better or a worſe Condition than 
formerly. For if any People are fluſhed with Succeſs in War, 


in Commerce, or from the Change of their Government to a 
milder from a ſeverer Form; their Courage naturally riſes, 
their Reſolutions are quicker taken, and executed with unuſual 
| Vigour, 
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Vigour. On the other hand, if People are dejected by frequent 
4 Loſſes, torn by inteſtine Factions, or any other way internally 
8 diſtreſſed, their Deliberations are confuſed, their Reſolution, 
| | flow, and an apparent Languor is viſible, whenever they at- 


a <4 h - i — 
od "WE, — a 


tempt to carry their Reſolutions into Execution. 
Ihe {aft Principle in general Politicks, is that of Claims or 
Pretenſions; for there is always a Diffidence, or an Incompati- 
bility of Intereſts, between ſuch Powers as have Pretenſions 
upon each other; of which, in the Courſe of the laſt and 
v preſent Age, we have ſeen ſo many flagrant Inſtances, that to 
| infiſt upon it would be needleſs. It ſhall ſuffice therefore to 
obſerve, that where theſe ſeem to be got over, and a tempora 
1 Conjunction is brought about, it is always weak and unſound 
al and, like all unnatural Motions, however violent, is never 
| laſting. The Alliance between the Courts of Vienna and Ma- 
arid is a modern as well as memorable Proof of it : Europe was 
ſcarce alarmed by their Conjunction, before its Fears were | 
quieted by their Separation. 
It requires great Force of Mind, much Application, and a | 
| great Compaſs of Knowledge, to apply theſe general Principles 
1 to each particular State. A ſuperior 1 capable of this in 
| | its utmoſt Extent, and with the higheſt Degree of Perfection, 
; 1 becomes a conſummate Stateſman ; one fit not to aſſiſt only, but 
to direct the greateſt Monarch. And therefore the Emperor 
ſh CHARLEs V. who was at once the wiſeſt and moſt fortunate 
| Prince of the Age in which he lived, had Reaſon to ſay to his 
"wk | Son PHILI II. when he introduced to him his Secretary Eraſe, 
the Day after he had reſigned to him ſo many Kingdoms, and 
recommended him to his Service; The Preſent I make you 
| now, is greater than that which I made you yeſterday ; 
| 8 <6 N os he dads ęſte dia, no es tanto que daros «ft 
| | criado. 
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C-H:AP. II. 
| i"! Al View of the preſent State of EUROPE in 


general, 


| | T7 AT Europe is, beyond all Compariſon, the moſt hap- 
q: py and valuable Quarter of the Globe, is a Thing fo 
14 much taken for granted, that perhaps few would think a Man 
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in the wrong who ſhould conceive himſelf under no 
Pagen to SD it; but I muſt confeſs this has never 
been my Sentiment; ſince, in order to judge right, I am per- 
$:aded that in Politicks as well as Philoſophy we ould not ad- 
Mit any thing till it is proved, becauſe there 1s no reaſoning with 
the ſmalleſt degree of Certainty where we are not ſatisfied that 
bur Principles are ſound. In the firſt Place then, theſe high 
Prerooatives are not derived to Europe from its Size, ſince it 
: the leaſt of all the four Parts into which the Globe is divided; 
and as it may be of ſome Uſe to know theſe Proportions, and 
becauſe I do not remember to have ſeen them ſet down any 
where with tolerable Exactneſs, I think it may not be amiſs 
to give them here. ; 75 

f we ſuppoſe the whole habitable World to be divided 
into three hundred Parts, Europe will contain of theſe twenty- 
ſeven, Aſia one hundred and one, Africa eighty-two, and 
America ninety. In reſpect to People, though ſhe certainly 
excells Africa and America, yet ſhe falls very far ſhort of Aja, 
if we may depend upon the Accounts that have been given 
us by the beſt and moſt judicious Travellers. In reſpect to 
Riches, her Gold and Silver Mines are not to be compared 
with thoſe in the other Quarters of the World ; ſhe has few 
or no precious Stones, ſtrictly ſpeaking, found in any of the 
Countries which ſhe contains ; and as to Spices and Perfumes, 
we know very well from whence they are brought. 
At firſt Sight theſe Remarks may ſeem to deſtroy the com- 
mon Opinion, but when more cloſely examined they will be 
found to confirm it; for when we ſay one Country is greater, 
more powerful, and more conſiderable than another, we mean 


that it is ſo in reſpect to the Condition of its Inhabitants, and 


in this Senſe we may very ſafely affirm it of Europe. 

For with regard to Territory, if we conſider what the Spa- 
niards, the Engliſh, the Portugueze, the French, and the Dutch 
poſſeſs in other Parts of the World, we may venture to aſſert, that 


it is equal, if not ſuperior to Aſia; and if it contains not ſo 
many People within its own Bounds, yet it may be truly ſaid 
to command more. 

- » European Nations enjoy, in conſequence of their Trade, all 
that Nature has beſtowed upon the other Parts of the World. 


As to Riches, it is notorious that the 


Thus we ſee that without any Prepoſleſſion in Favour of that 
Part of the Globe in which we are ſeated, we have good Cauſe 
to maintain that it ſurpaſſes all the reſt ; and that we may with 
Reaſon admit for Truth what Cuſtom has taught us to believe, 


that Europe is indeed the happieſt, the moſt powerful, and in 


reſpect 
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reſpect of Arts, Arms, and Trade, by very far the moſt - con- 
ſiderable Portion of the Globe. 

After ſettling this Point, it is natural to deſcend to thoſe 
general Heads, whence the Grandeur, and which is of no leſs 
Conſequence, the 1 of the Governments of Europe 
ariſe, and on which the Power and Safety of its ſeveral Parts 
depend; which that we may not multiply ſuch Articles beyond 
what is neceſſary, we ſhall confine to three Heads, viz. Re- 
ligion, Trade, and the Union of political Intereſts ; and 
when we have treated 7 wi of theſe, the general State of 
Europe may be thoroughly and perfectly underſtood, and a 
right Judgment formed of the Views and Force of the ſeveral 
Parties therein, and of the Nature of thoſe Controverſies which 
from time to time ariſe amongſt them, and which as Expe- 
rience will ſhew, may be eaſily referr'd to one or other of theſe 
Subjects. 

To begin then with Religion : Tho' it is true that there are 
ſome Pagans in the Swediſh and ove Lapland, a vaſt 
Multitude of Fews ſcattered almoſt through every Country, 
and that the Mabommedan Religion has the Sanction of public 
Authority in the Grand Seignior's Dominions ; yet the pre- 
vailing Religion is Chriſtianity, divided indeed into a great 
Number of vSects, but falling under the three following capital 
Diſtinctions; viz. Chriſtians of the Greet Church, Chriſtians 
in Communion with the Church of Nome, and Proteſtants, 
I muſt confeſs it has always appeared to me in the Light of 
the moſt difficult "Taſk, to ſettle the Weight and Proportion 
of theſe different Intereſts ; and yet this a Point that ought 
nct to be hurried over, becauſe the ſupporting, promoting, 
and extending their ſeveral religious Syſtems, makes a great 
Part of the Buſineſs, and is a principal Point in the Policy of 
moſt of the European Powers; and without a competent Un- 
derſtanding of the Queſtion I propos'd, as to the Strength or 
Weight of each Party, the State of Europe can never be tho- 
roughly or juſtly underſtood, and therefore how thorny or 
perplexed foever this Point may be, it is incumbent upon me to 
diſcuſs it. 

As to the Chriſtians of the Greet Church, they have for 
their Head whoever wears the imperial Diadem of Ruffia : The 
Princes of Maldavia and Wallachia are alſo of this Religion, 
and fo are the greateſt Part of the Chriſtians ſubject to the 
Grand Seignior, beſides Multitudes that are ſcattered through 
Hungary, Poland, Tranſylvania, and ſome Parts of Germany. 
On the whole, after the ſtricteſt Computation, and moſt 
mature Reflection, I am apt to believe that the People of this 

Perluation 
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Perſuaſion are at leaſt equal in Number to the Papiſts. If any one 
ſhould object, that there are many great Kingdoms, the Inhabi- 
tants of which are in Communion with the Church of Rome r 
I muſt reply, that the Extent of their Dominions taken toge- 
ther, is not more than half of the Territories poſſeſſed by the 
Czarina in Europe only; and though it be true, that thoſe are 
thinly inhabited, and that her 192 Majeſty's Subjects are of 
all Religions, yet ſurely the Greek Chriſtians under the Yoke of 
the 7. urk, if they were removed into her Countries, would go 
ncar to render her Empire as populous as any of the Kingdoms 
governed by Popiſh Princes. . a 

I might add ſome other Conſiderations upon this Subject, 
ſuch as, that we are leſs acquainted with the Countries inhabit- 
ed by the Chriſtians of the Greek Church, than with thoſe in- 
habited by Papiſts, which may render us lefs capable Judges of 


this Queſtion. But the Reaſon of the Thing when ſtrictly 


conſidered, will overcome all theſe Prejudices, and bring over 
every competent Judge to my Opinion. The Importance of 
this Enquiry will be the better underſtood, it we reflect a little 
on the Diſputes that ſo frequently happen between the Ruſſians 
and Turks, The former are certainly by much the moſt dan- 
gerous Enemies that the Ottoman Empire hath to tear, becauſe 
the beſt Part of its Chriſtian Subjects are naturally inclined to 
the Ryffians, whereas they are much better plcaſed to live un- 
der the Power of the Tur4s than to fall under that of the Au- 
ſtrians merely becauſe the latter are Papiſts, which implies 
a Diſpoſition to perſecute, which can only be reſtrained by 
the Vicinity of ſo formidable a Power as the Tzr+; but when 
the domeſtic Affairs of the Muſcovites are once ſettled, and the 
Houſe of Holſtein in peaceable Poſſeſſion of the imperial Throne, 
and of that of Sweden, it is very eaſy to diſcern that the firſt 
fair Opportunity that offers will endanger the Fall of the Turk- 
ih Empire, or at leaft the Loſs of her Dominions in Europe, 
chicfly from the Crown of Kufſia's being conſider'd as the Rem- 
nant of the old Conftantingpolitan Empire, and the ancient fand 
natural Head of the Greet Church. 

We come now to examine the Strength and Power of the 
Romarifts, which is certainly very great, and the common 
Opinion is, that it daily gains ground. If there be any Truth 
in this, it muſt be principally owing to their having a viſible 
Head, I mean the Pope, clothed with that fort of Authori 
which is nittctt to ſupport and extend the Lenets of Religion. 
The Reormation, though it has much weakened the ſpiritual 
Power and temporal Sticngth of the Holy Father, has, not- 


' Witaftanding, furniſhed him with many Advantages of another 


kind, 


16 

kind, or rather the Policy of the Church of Name, hath turned 
the Views of Proteſtants to her Advantage, by affecting a pa- 
ternal Care for the Princes and States of her e af. 
ſiſting the Authority of the State in Times of Peace, and in. 
terpoſing her Authority as a common Mediator in caſe War 
breaks out amongſt them. This is certainly a Benefit to them; 
and from their being convinced of this, ſprings the Reſpect 
paid to his Holineſs by the wiſeſt Adminittrations in all Popiſh 
Countries. 

It is from the fame Principles that the Propagation of the 
Popiſh Religion is look'd on by them as the higheſt Point 
of Policy, Fein which they are ſure never to depart ; and 
therefore we need not wonder that they have made, and 
are like to make, very conſiderable Acquiſitions. It may be 
look'd upon as a Thing certain, that notwithſtanding all the 
Endeavours that have been uſed, during the laſt two Centu- 
ries, to weaken the Proteſtant Intereſt, it is ſtill very con- 
ſiderable, very able to ſupport itſelf againſt the Force at leaſt, 
if not the Frauds of all its Enemies ; neither, after all, is it 
ſo much weaken'd as ſome out of Fear, and others from worſe 
Intentions, have afferted ; for we are to conſider, that the Coun- 
tries in which the Reformed Religion is profeſs'd, are moſt of 
them very populous, carry on a great Trade, and have many 
Colonies, by which means they propagate their religious Senti- 
ments almoſt without attending to it. 

We muſt confeſs however, that the Want of a Head, the diſ- 
claiming the Doctrine of Perſecution, and the maintaining th: 
oppoſite Sentiment of the Right of private Judgment, are great 
Difadvantages to the Proteſtant Cauſe conſider d in a political 
Light. We are the more ſenſible of this of late Years, becauſe 
the Zeal and Spirit which formerly appeared in ſeveral Princes 
and States for the Support and Encouragement of Religion, is in 
a manner loſt from the prevailing of a Spirit of Licentionſneſs, 
not more dangerous to the Concerns of the Church than of the 
State, which, by degrees, may revive the old Spirit, eſpecially 
as the Encroachments of Popery become more and more viſible, 
The famous Gu/tavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, owed all his 
Power and Grandeur to his aſſuming the Character of Protects 
of the Proteſtant Intereſt in Germany ; and when he comes tho- 
roughly to conſider his Situation, there is great Reaſon to be- 
lieve that the preſent King of Pruſſia will fix alſo on that Cha- 
racter at laſt, as the moſt proper to preſerve the Dominions and 
Power he has already obtained, as well as to extend them; 


and while the Prot t Intereſt is effectually ſecured in Ger- 
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any, it is certain that it never can decline in other Parts 
bf Europe. We ſhall next enter into a ſhort Compariſon of 
the Weight of theſe two Intereſts, and then proceed to another 
Subject. 
© In computing the Strength of the Papiſis, it is uſual and 
indeed proper to reckon the Emperor firſt, becauſe he pre- 
cedes all the Princes of that Communion, and adds ſomewhat 
to the Credit of this Religion by his Authority in Germany: 
Vet having few or no Subjects as a Monarch, he ought not to 
be conſidered as having, in this reſpect, any Weight comparable 
to the lofty Title of Emperor of Germany, and King of the 
Romans. The next Popiſh Power is France, then Spain and next 
Portugal. Though the King of Poland's Dominions are more 
extended than Spain and Portugal taken together. After 
them follow the King of Sardinia, the Pope, the Princes and 
States of Italy, with ſuch of the Swiſs Cantons as are Papiſts; 
and this brings us back again to Germany, where we find all 
the Dominions of the Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, tc- 

ther with the Electors Bavarian and Palatine, beſides the 
iritaal Electors, and other Princes and States of the ſame Com- 
munion. | 
Of the Proteſtant Powers We are without doubt the moſt 
eonſiderable. Next follow Sweden, Denmark and Pruſſia, the 
United Provinces, the Swiſs Cantons and their Confederates ; 
then the Subjects of the Elector of Saxony, though their Prince 
be a Papi/t, the Elector of Hanover, the Duke of Courland, and 


all the leſſer Princes and States of Germany of our Communion. 


According to the neareſt Computation that can be made with 
reſpect to Territory in Germany, the Proportion between Pa- 
5 and Prote/tants may be as Ten to Eight, but in point of 
umber of People, I apprehend the Proteſtants are at leaſt 
Equal ; and throughout the reſt of Europe, I conceive the Pro- 
_— in Point of Territory to be as Licht to Seven; but as 
b People, I think there is good Reaſon to believe that the Pro- 
teſtants are rather more numerous than the Papiſts, becauſe the 
Proteſtant Countries are inconteſtably much fuller of People. 
In the North, for Example, though Poland be very populous, 
yet it is certain that one half of the Kh are not Papiſts, and 
at leaſt one third of them Proteſtants, whereas in Sweden: 
and Denmark there are few or no Papiſts ; in Germany again all 
the great trading Cities, tho crouded with Inhabitants, are Pro- 
teſtants. In Italy indeed the Papiſts are in a manner without 
Mixture; but this is ballanced by the Number of People in Great 
Britain. In order to cut the Matter ſhort, and to ſet this 


Point in the cleareſt Light poſſible, I ſhall here preſent the Rea- 
; C der 
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der with a very curious Table, which will ſerve to regulate his 
Judgment not only with reſpect to this, but with regard to 
many other Subjects of Importance. 


The Proportion of the ſeveral Powers in Europe to 
| Great Britain, 


Ruffia 10, 13 Portugal o, 36 

Germany 3, 53 Spaniſh Netherlands o, 18 

Sweden 3, 63 United Provinces o, 11 
Poland 3, 39 Switzerland o, 17 Ea 
France I, 7 Denmar# I, 49 1 of 
Spam: t, 81 Italy 1, 19 the 
Turkey 3, 18 % N. 
th 
In order to explain chis, I need only fay, that the Proportion T 
between Rryfſia and Great Brioain is as 1013, to 1; that is, Sp 
Ruſfia is ten times as large as Great Britain, and 13 Parts of coo * ap 
more; and at the ſame time it points out the comparative F. 
Strength of Britain to other Nations, it alſo ſnews the Propor- | 
tions of all theſe Countries to each other. ter 
The next Thing to be conſidered is the Trade of Europe, Co 
which has undergone in the Courſe of Ages very great Alter- Pg 


tions. Upon the Fall of the Reman Empire it ſeemed to be ger 
in ſome Meaſure extinguiſhed, but very ſoon revived again of 
among che Savon, who when they became Maſters of this the 


Iſland, eſtabliſhed a vaſt maritime Power here, which how- ; Tr 
ever did not continue very long, the Danes making them- ; tio 
ſelves Maſters of this Country by their great Superiority in this 


reſpect. After ſome Ages, Commerce and Maritime Power gre 
retired Southward, and were, in a manner, wholly poſſeſled 

by the Italian States, particularly the Venetians and the Ge- 
noc ſe, who had ſhared between them the Traffick of the Eaſt, 
which enabled them to draw the Wealth of all other Nations 
to themſelves. 

But in the thirteenth Century, ſeveral free Cities m Germany 
began to league together for the Support and Maintenance 
of their Trade, and ſoon made their Confederacy known to 
the World, by the Title of the Hanſcatic League: But as 
their Trade brought them in immenſe Wealth and Power, fo 
this rendered them haughty and inſolent, which, by degrees, 
brought on their Ruin, to which, however, other * 
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ances contributed; for in the fifteenth Century the Portwgre/e 
perfected a new Route to the E Indies by the Cape of Gd 
Hope, and about the fame time the Spaniards diſcovered Ameri- 
ca, which threw the Trade of Europe and its chief Naval Power 


into the Hands of theſe Nations, who, if they had known how 


to cultivate it with Skill, and to uſe it with Moderation, might 
have raiſed it much higher, and have made it much more laſt- 
ing than it proved, eſpecially when both the Trade of the Eaſt 
and Weſt Indies was in the Hands of the Subjects of the ſame 
Prince, which happened by the Acceſſion of King Philip II. of 
Spain to the Crown of Portugal. 

But as almoſt all Evils point out and in time produce their 
own Remedies, ſo the boundleſs Ambition and cruel Oppreſſion 
of the Spamards, conſtrained the United Provinces to throw off 
their Yoke, and engaged their Inhabitants, and the Engliſb, to 
endeavour by their Epelitions into both Indies to ſhare in thoſe 
Riches, which were the great Source of the Spaniſb Power; and 
this raiſed up thoſe that are now called the Maritime Powers. 
The Progreſs of the Dutch was amazingly quick; for in the 
Space of little more than half a Century, from having hardly 


any Ships at all, they came to have more than all the reſt of 


: within this fi 
in Europe The Swedes and Danes have ſet up Eaſt India Com- 


Europe put together. 


But ſince that Time the Inhabitants of Great Britain, by ex- 
tending their Commerce, and eſpecially by multiplying their 
Colonies, have certainly raiſed their maritime Force to an 
Equality at leaſt in every reſpect with the Dutch, as all intelli- 
gent Writers, and particularly Foreigners, agree. And this 
of late induced the Partizans of the French Court to ſuggeſt to 
the States, that they are in more danger from the growing 
Trade and naval Power of Great Britain, than from the 'ambi- 
tious Deſigns of all their other Neighbours beſides. 

Yet the French themſelves have of late Years laboured with 
great Diligence not only to raiſe a Maritime Force, but to ex- 
tend their Trade into all Parts of the World, in which they 
have been very ſucceſsful ; for though the two laſt general Wars 
in a great meaſure ruined their Navy, yet their Commerce ts 


+ even at this Juncture, or was at leaſt before the breaking out of 
the laſt War, in a better Condition than ever. So that the 
| the Maritime Affairs of Europe have in this laſt Century ſuf- 


> fercd a very great Change, tho' very probably they may ſuffer 
before its Period ſtill a greater. dread 


The like Attention to Commerce and Maritime Power has, 
Years, appeared in almoſt every other Nation 
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panics; the Riſſſiaus have opened a new and advantageous Trai- 
fick, as well on the Caſpian as on the Black Sea. Ihe Houlc 
ef Auſtria ſhewed a great Defire of reviving the antient Com- 
merce of the Low Countries, and when that was found imprac- 
ticable, made fome excellent Regulations at 77 ie and Fiumc. 
"The Genorſe have within theſe few Years erected a Company of 
Aſturance, on purpoſe to encourage their Subjects to venture 
upon long Voyages, and, if poſſible, to"recover their old Repu- 
tation as a Maritime Power. Nay, even the Spaniards them- 
ſelves, who in this Reſpect have flept for ſuch a Number of 
Years, have at laſt opened their Eyes, erected ſome, and have 
under Conſideration the erecting ſeveral other Companies, for 
the Encouragement and Extenſion of Trade through their Eu- 
ropean and American Dominions. 

We may, I think, ſafely infer from theſe Inſtances, that the 
Navigation and Shipping of the Europeans in general, is, within 
the laſt fifty Years greatly increaſed ; and as a farther Proof 
of this, we necd only conſider the numerous Fleets and great 
Embarkations of Serene Powers, ſuch as the Ruſſians, Swedes, 
and Danes in the North, the Invaſion of Sicih and Africa by 
the Spaniard, and many others. Sir Malter Raleigh made a 
very ingenious Calculation of the Maritime Power of Europe in 
his Time, and Sir //iliam Petty, from better Lights, gave us 
another Calculation, which has been conſidered as the Standard 
ever ſince. He thought the Dutch had about oo, ooo Ton in 
Shipping, Great Britain 500,000, Stweden, eee and the 
trading Towns in Germany 250,000, Portugal and 1taiy 
250,000 likewiſe, and France about 100,000. But ſince that 
Time Things have alter'd very much, both with reſpect to us 
and other Powers, inſomuch that I am fully perſuaded, that our 
Shipping was, before the breaking out of the laſt War, at leait 
double to what it might be at the Concluſion of the Peace of 
Utrecht, It is, I mult freely acknowledge, a very difficult thin 
to pretend to give, with any Degree of Exactneſs, the pre- 
ſent Proportions of Maritime Power; however, till a better 
can be formed, I flatter myſelf the following Table may han. 
its Uſes, e 
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Europe be divided into Twenty 
Parts, then 


Great Britain, &c. hath = FE 9 i 


6 
The United Provinces — — Ne r & 7% 
The Subjects of the Northern Crowns <- = 2 


The trading Cities and Sea Ports of Germany and 


the Auſtrian Netherlands - << 1 
France — - - - 8 4 K 2 
Spain and Portugal = S OR IRNES 2 
Italy and the reſt of Europe - - 6 1 


The Grounds upon which this Calculation ſtands, would re- 
quire a great deal of Room to explain. And aſter all, it might 
prove no eaſy Thing to pertuade ſuch as are acquainted with the 


Commerce only of this or that particular Country, to admit 


that the Computation is fairly made; but however, it will, I 
dare ſay, be found, that ſuch as are concerned for any parti— 
cular Country, will allow the Table to be right enough as to 


the reſt, which is as much as any one can well expect. But be- 


ſides thewing the State of Commerce at this Day, there is ano- 
ther great Uſe to which this Computation may be applied, and 
that is by way of Standard, to ſe2 how far one Power riſes, or 
another ſinks in this Reſpect ; for if ever it ſhould come to paſs 
That theſe Proportions ſhould vary conſiderably, it is plain that 
this muſt produce very great and ſenſible Alterations in the ge- 
neral State of Affair. 


+ Thus, for Inſtance, if the Houſe of Bourbon ſhould ever ac- 


Juire as great a Proportion of Trade aud Naval Force as either 


of the Maritime Powers, it would be an Acquiſition of much 
more Conſequence than any they have hitherto made in Point 
of Territories or Dominion; but at the ſame time we mult be 
aware of another Thing, which is this, not only the Propor- 
Tons, but the Potal of Maritime Power may alter, and in 
that Caſe the Growth of any particular State, though advan- 
Riceous to itfelf, would not render it more formidable to 
others. 

* This Computation likewiſe ſhews how much it is the Inte- 
weſt of the Maritime Powers to ſuſtain their Characters in that 
reipect at all Events; ſince by this Means only they can pre- 
ſerve 
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ſerve their Independency, protect their Subjects wherever they 
may be ſettled or diſperſed, and aſſiſt their Allies, org prompt 
ing the ſuperior Power as well as boundleſs Ambition of any aſpi- 
ring Neighbour. We need not wonder then, at a common No- 
tion which prevails, as if we had a Right to preſcribe to ſome 
other Nations the Bounds of their Naval Greatneſs. I will not 
pretend to vindicate the Exerciſe of ſuch a Prerogative ; but, me- 
thinks, it would be no ill Stroke of Policy, ſhould any State, 
really Miſtreſs of ſuch a Power, exert 1t upon TY Oc- 
caſions; but under ſuch Colours and Pretences, as might ettectu- 
ally hide it: for this may be laid down as a wy certain, that 
nothing is ſo dangerous to a Maritime Power as Pride, and, in 
conſequence of that vicious Principle, an ill Uſe of it. 

What we have before ſpoken of Trade or Commerce, may very 
well anſwer the Ends expected from it in an Hiſtorical Light, and 
teach us to judge tolerably well of the Nature, Extent, and com- 
parative Strength of what is ſtiled Maritime Power. But in a 
Political Senſe, this will not by any Means ſuffice. If we wil 
really judge of Things as they are, we muſt be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with their Inſides, and not content ourſelves with the 
bare Conſideration of Appearances, We ſee and know, that 
whatever State or Power is poſſeſſed of extenſive Trade, mult 
have a great Naval Force, the Effects of which will render he: 
conſiderable ; yet it is very requiſite to know how this ariſes, and 
why the Strength and Dominion of a Maritime Power is firmer 
and more durable than that which ariſes from a great Extent i 
Territory, Multitudes of Subjects, or rich and fruitful Countries, 
which is what I ſhall endeavour to explain in very few Words, 
and then apply it to ſome very material Purpoſes. 

Firft then, Trade is extremely ſerviceable to any Nation, let 
the Form of its Government be what it will, becauſe it intro- 
duces Induſtry and Arts, by which the Manners of a People are 
entirely altered; for it is not abſolutely the Number of Subject, 
but the Number of uſeful Subjects, that makes any State power- 
ful. In the next Place, it introduces Property, for without Se- 
curity with reſpect to that, it is impoſſible that Trade ſhould flou- 
riſh; and in this reſpect, it leſſens ſome, and takes away many 
Inconveniencics, to which every kind of Government is from 
its Nature liable. 
Flux of People, wherever it is thoroughly fixed. 

Hence we may very eaſily aſſign the true Cauſes of the lon; 
Duration of Republicks famous for Trade, ſuch as Tyre and Car- 
thage in ancient Times, and the Yenetians and Genoefe in late: 
Ages. It is impoſſible that a Nation active and induſtrious, rid 


and populous, and at the fame time living under a mild Govern: 
| ment, 


And laſtly, it draws an almoſt inconceivab 
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ment, ſhould not exert a greater Force when empioy'd in attack- 
ing others, and have much greater Reſources in caſe ſhe is at- 
tacked herſelf, than other States that want theſe Advantages 
hence it will appear how the State of Holland roſe to fuch vait 
Power in ſo ſhort a Time, and how her Subjects have been able 
to thrive and grow rich under Taxes and Impoſitions, which muſt 
have beggar'd them in any other Situation than that of a trading 
Republick. 6 | 
* Secondly, Trade quite alters the comparative Strength of States 
and Kingdoms, becauſe wherever it reſides, it creates ſo many 
and ſo great Advantages, and begets ſuch Relations and Connec- 
tions, as render a Trading State infmitely ſuperior to her Neigh- 
bours. For ſuch a State, if on the Continent, can fortify her 
great Towns ſo as to reſiſt a Power ten times ſtronger, in reſpect 
to People; ſhe can maintain, if it be requiſite, great Numbers 
of Regular Troops, and on any Emergency can hire more from 
her Neighbours, beſides what ſhe may be able to do by the Help 
of her Maritines Force. Hence ariſes that great Strength and 
real Power ſhewn by Trading Republicks, when attacked either 
dy ambitious Princes, or even by powerful Confederacies. 
* Thus the Venetiaus have often been too hard for the Tu, the 
* Genoeſe for the moſt powerful Princes in /taly; and in carlier 
Times, the Lubecters for the greateſt Powers in the North. 
Hence the famous League of Cambray, which was formed for the 
© Deſtruction of the State of Venice in 1509, came to nothing, 
tho' the greateſt Princes of that Time engaged in it, tho' the 
Vienetians themſclves were guilty of ſome krete and 
tho' they had been much exhauſted by former Wars. Thus alſo 
the famous Confederacy between France and Great Britain againſt 
Holland in 1672, proved abortive, tho? at the firſt, even the 
Dutch themſelves thought their Affairs deſperate, but ſtill their 
Love of Liberty encouraged them to reſiſt, and their Trade fur- 
foam them with the Means of getting tolcrably out of that 
* War. 
* Thirdy, Trade has not enly a very great Influence on the par- 
Ocular Affairs of Nations feparately conſidered, and is almoſt the 
ſole Cauſe of a comparative Difference in the Strength and Forces 
of moſt of the Powers in Europe, but is alſo of infinite Advan- 
f tage to this Quarter of the Globe in general ; keeps us free from 
all Apprehenſions of being over-run by thoſe barbarous Empires 
which the Mahommedan Religion has eftabliſhed in the World, 
and likewiſe brings us every thing that is rich and coſtly, every 
: thing that is curious and valuable, even from the remoteſt Quar- 
ters of the Earth; fo that to Trade alone, is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
due that Superiority which at the Beg'naing of this Diſcourſe we 
3 C4: attributed 
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attributed to this Part of the World over the reſt. In a Word, 
it is to Commerce that the People of Europe owe their Freedom 
and Independency, their Learning and Arts, their extenſive Co- 
lonies abroad, their prodigious Riches at home; and above all, 
that Naval Power, which ſo much ſurpaſſes any thing of the ſame 
Kind in other Parts of the World, and whatever was attempted 
in that Way in former Ages. 

But there's one thing more, with reſpect to Trade, which I 
have not yet obſerved, and which, for any thing I know, has nct 
hitherto been conſidered by any political Writer whatever. It is 
this. That the reciprocal Connections reſulting from Trade, 
have quite altered the State of Things, and produced within 
theſe two, or at moſt theſe three Centuries paſt, a kind of new 
Syſtem in Europe, or in the Chriſtian Parts of Europe at leaſt, by 
which every State is led to have a much greater Concern than 
formerly for what may happen to another : an Inſtance will make 
my Meaning periectly intelligible. 

In former Ages, a Quarrel in the North could only have aTeQ- 
ed the North, but in the laſt Century Things were totzlly altered. 
Both the Dutch and we ſent our Fleets into the Baltict, upon the 
Quarrel that happened between the Swedes and Danes, a little 
before the Reſtoration of King Charles IT. Not long after this, 
the Crown of STveden became a contracting Party in the famous 
Triple-Alliance for maintaining the Peace of Europe, preſerving 
the Spaniſh Low-Countries, and ſetting Bounds to the Power of 
France. After the Revolution, towards the Cloſe of the Reign 
of King /7{:am, both the Maritime Powers ſent their Fleet: 
again into the Baltic, with the ſame View and the ſame Success, 
and the like has been done more than once ſince. The Preterce 
in all thoſe Caſes was, the Love of Juſtice, and an exact Per. 
formance of Treaties, in which alſo there was ſomewhat oi 
Truth ; but the great and real Deſign was, to prevent thoſe In- 
conveniencics which muſt have befallen the Maritime Powers, if 
either Sweden, or Denmar/ had been entirely undone by thoſe 
Wars. We may therefore ſafely ſay, that the Ballance of Power 
(in the ſtrict Senſe of that Phraſe) was created by Trade, and 
muſt continue to be the Object more eſpecially of Trading 
Countries, ſo long as they preſerve their Commerce and thei 
Freedom. 

It is from a Senſe of this, that whenever any Power attempt 
to oppreſs another, or betrays a viſible Deſign of heightening it 
own Strength by attacking or conquering its Neighbours, other 
Potentates are ready to interpoſe; from a quick Senſe, not only & 
the Inconveniencies that muſt ariſe from the Incroachments made 
by ſuch a Power, but from the juſt Apprehenſions that this may, 


and 


- 


ord, 
dom 
Co- 
z all. 
ſame 


pted 
ich J 


5 ot 

It is 
rade, 
ithin 
new 
t, by 
than 
make 


Te- 
cred, 
n the 
little 
this, 
mous 
rving 
rer ot 
Neign 
Fleet 
ccels, 
tence 
Per. 
at ot 
fe In- 
Ts, if 
thoſe 
D 0ε e 
„ and 
ading 
| their 


empts 
ing itz 

other 
nly cf 
made 


May, 
and 


[29 ] 


> ard indeed muſt prove extremely prejudicial to Commerce in ge- 
” neral, and to that of ſeveral Nations in particular; who, to 1 
vent this, will not ſcruple to take up Arms, as was the Ca 


e in 


the two laſt general Wars, as well as in this. Thus it appears, 
that the Ballance of Power is not an empty Name, or an idle 
I hing, but a very juſt and ſignificant, tho' a new and figurative 
|} Exprethon. 


By it we mean the preſerving the ſeveral Governments of Eu- 


rere, as far as may be, in their preſent Condition, and the hinder- 
ing any Potentate Whatever from acquiring ſuch a Meaſure of 
Poe, as may be dangerous or fatal to thoſe reciprocal Intereſts 
| beforementioned, which as they took Rite from, are abſolutely 
neceſlary to the Continuance of Commerce; and any Attempt 
upon which, is conſequently felt by every Nation that has any 


make the molt of their Trade, by the Maritime Powers. 


Share of Trade, and moſt of all as they have moſt Trade, and 
This, 
when he has attentively conſidered it, the ingenious and judicious 
Reader will allow to be a fair and free Account of a Matter of 


great Importance; which, unleſs throughly, clearly, and perfectly 
underſtood, no View of the preſent State of Europe could be ex- 
| hibited worthy of Credit, or capable of anſwering that End 
' which we propoſed and intended. 


But notwithſtanding we have ſhewn, without any great Diffi- 
culty, how this Political Ballance ariſes ; yet it is not quite ſo 
eaſy to explain wherein it truly conſiſts. For with reſpect to 
this, it is very certain that even the ableſt Writers find it a very 
difficult Thing to diveſt themſelves of their Prejudices. As for In- 
ſtance: A French Politician takes it for granted that this Ballance 
ought to be held by the King his Maſter ; and never ſo much as 
ſuſpects that this will, or ought to be diſputed. At Vienna again, 
there is nothing clearer than that the Right of holding the Bal- 
lance is in the Imperial Court, and he who ſhould treat this as 
chimerical, would be thought as deficient in Senſe, as in good 
Manners. The moſt judicious and ſenſible Authors that I have 
met with upon this Subject, are the /tal:ans, and particularly the 
Fenetians ; for do but grant them that the Sea as well as Land is 
ſubject to Dominion, and that their Republick has an indubitable 
Right to the Sovereignty of the Adriatict, and they will very 
readily grant you all that can be deſired in Favour of other Princes 
and States. 

The Struggle therefore for the Ballance of Power, is in reality 
a Struggle for Power; and ſuch as from the different Methods c 
treating this Queſtion, preſume to ſhew their Sagacity by doubr- 
ing whether there be any ſuch Thing at all, rather ſhew thei: 
Weakneſs ; for tho? it be true, that in learned Diſputes Men 

h often 
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often differ meerly about Words, yet it is otherwiſe in politlcal 
Quarrels, for Nations very ſeldom fall out about nothing. The 
hit Part therefore of our Taſk is the hardeſt, for it conſiſts in 
ſhewing truly where this Ballance lies, which requires more Pe- 
netration and Impartiality than we can boaſt ; but, however, we 
will do the beſt we may, and leave the reſt to be ſupplied by the 
Obſervations and Reflections of the judicious Reader. 

In the firſt Place, it is certainly the Intereſt of all the Powers 
in Eurepe to ſupport each other's Independency, and to prevent 
any Thing that has the Appearance of an Univerſal Monarchy, 
or the introducing the Influence of one Court over the greateſt 
Part of the reſt ; becauſe this muſt be detrimental to the whole, 
and prejudicial to the Freedom, Learning, Arts, ManufaCtures 
and Commerce of E _ in general. 

This we learn not only from the Principles of true Policy, but 
alſo from the unerring Lights of Experience; fince it is impoſ- 
fible to aſſign a Time when the Powers of Europe in general 
made ſo mean a Figure as when the Emperor Charles V. or his 
Son Philip II. were neareſt the Accompliſhment of their ambi- 
tious Views, and had in a Manner all the other Potentates at 
their Mercy, or at their Devotion. 

But beſides the general Ballance of Power, there are three par- 
ticular Ballances which ought to be attended to and ſupported ; 
becauſe if any of theſe be weakened or deſtroyed, it will be al- 
molt ĩimpoſſible to preſerve the reſt. The firſt of theſe is the 
Ballance of the North, where the Power of Ruſſia is chiefly to 
be apprehended. There is no anſwering for the Views of any 
Court, becauſe they are perpetually changing ; the only Gy 
that can be had, muſt refult from the preſcribing proper Bounds 
to all; and in the preſent Caſe, this chiefly depends on the Ma- 
ritime Powers, who are always able and ought to be ever willing 
to maintain that Equilibrium there which ſubſiſts at preſent. In 
this they have Reaſon to expect, if ſhe is true to her own Inte- 
relt, the Concurrence of France, to whom an abſolute and over- 
bearing Power in the North would be as fatal as to any other 
State, become ſhe muſt becauſe dependent upon it for hs Na- 
val Stores, and find her Grandeur in other Reſpects greatly di- 
miniſhed. 

The ſecond Ballance of Power is in Germany, where, for the 
common Peace and Safety of Europe, it is neceſſary the Conſti- 
tution of the Empire ſhould be maintained; which however 
cannot be done, if cither the Imperial Dignity be transferred to 
a Houſe more potent than all the reſt, or if any other Power be 
permitted to give Laws to the Emperor and Empire. At 2 
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* ſent, the Ballance of Germany ſeems to depend upon poiſing pro- 


perly the two great Hquſes of Auſtria and Brandenburgh, and 


preventing either from giving a new Form to Things in that 
Country, which, conſidering the Intereſt which ſeveral of its 
Princes have in other Parts, muſt from its Conſequences neceſ- 
ſarily throw all Europe into Confuſion. 


The third Ballance is in ah; where the ſeveral Princes and 
States ſeem to underſtand their own Intereſt the beſt of any. 


Upon this Principle, it ſeems reaſonable to preſerve both the 


Houſcs of Auſtria and Bourbon in the Poſſeſſion of their Domi- 


nions in that Country, ſince if either ſhould be expell'd, the 
other would ſoon be abſolutely Maſter of the whole; for the 


ſame Reaſon it is expedient that the firſt Branch of the Houſe of 
Bourbon ſettled there, ſhould not only be Sovereign, but altoge- 


ther independent, which, in the Courſe of a few Years, muſt 


neceflarily change the Face of Affairs there, and bring that 
Power to act under the ſame Political Maxims with the reſt of 
the Princes and States of /taly. | 

[t ſeems likewiſe requiſite for the Security of this Ballance, 


that the Power of his Sardinian Majeſty ſhould be extended, 
- becauſe every Acceſſion of Territory to him, muſt fix him 
more effectually to thoſe Principles which conduce to the Peace 


and Proſperity of /taly; and tho' Accidents may happen, and 


may for a Time oblige him to temporize, or perhaps act incon- 
ſiſtently in regard to this Ballance; yet it is certain nothing but 


real Neceſſity, and being reduced to 8 Deſpair, can 


carry him into an Alliance fatal to his own Independency, as 


well as to the Intereſts of his Subjects, and the common Good of 
Chriſtendom. 


I think it would be needleſs to inſiſt farther upon this Subject, 


or to enter into a long Diſcuſſion of the Rights the other 
Princes of Europe have to reduce that which would give Law to 
them all ſince this is ſufficiently guarded againſt by my firſt 


Principle ; and therefore I ſhall only obſerve, that Peace and 
good Neighbourhood, the Encouragement of Arts and Sciences, 


and the Purſuit of Manufactures and Commerce, as they are 


- agreeable to the Intereſt of every particular State, ſo they are 


beſt for the whole, and would contribute to render every parti- 


People in all 


cular 2 of Europe infinitely more populous, and the 
ountries much more happy, than any vain Endea- 


vours to aggrandize particular Families at the Expence of the 
Human Species, 


CHAP, 
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The preſent State and political Intereſts of the Rus81a% 
| EmMriRE truly and ſuccinél'y repreſented. 


HERE is nothing more natural in a Work of this 

Nature than to begin with the Northern Kingdoms of 
Europe ; for in treating of theſe we ſhall have an Opportunity to 
explain thoroughly, and to enforce fully, thoſe Conſiderations 
that have been already mentioned, and the political Principles 
that have been laid down, as well in regard to Nations in gene- 
ral, as to that particular Ballance of Power which has been for 
ſeveral Ages, and which 1s like to continue the Syſtem of the 
Northern Crowns. Amongſt theſe, as the Imperial Diadem of 
Ruſſia is by far the moſt conſiderable, ſo there can be nothing 
more juſt than to allow it Precedence. | 

It is not at all requiſite that we ſhould enter into the antient 
Hiſtory of this Empire, and, in truth, this is a Circumſtance 
much in our favour ; for nothing can be covered with deeper 
Obſcurity than that Period of Time amongſt the Ruſſians. All 
we know with Certainty is, that about Eight hundred Years ago 
they were converted to Chriſtianity, when their Sovercign mar- 
ried the Siſter of one of the Greet Emperors ; but after this, 
they fell under great Difficulties, were abſolutely ſubdued by the 
potent Monarchs of the Tartars, and were ſcarce heard of or 
known in Europe as a conſiderable Nation, till about the 
middle of the fifteenth Century. 

They were then governed by John Baſilewitz, a Prince juſtly 
ſtigmatized for his Tyranny, but at the ſame time a Prince 
who wanted not either a Head or a Heart: he found himſelf 
acknowledged the Sovereign of a very large 'Tra&t of Country, 
thoꝰ at the ſame time the Exerciſe of his Authority was confined 
within very narrow Bounds ; for abſolute Power has been in al] 
Times, and in all Places, a Thing fo terrible, that many different 
Methods have been made uſe of, even in Countries where it is 
the acknowledged Conſtitution, to keep it in Bounds, Amongſt 
the Ryfſians, the Czar, or ſupreme Lord, was treated with a 
Degree of Reverence that ſavoured not a little of Divine Ho- 
nour ; but, notwithſtanding this, the hereditary Governors of 
Provinces retained the eſſential Exerciſe of Power in their own 
Hands, and except thoſe extravagant, ſhameful, and, at the 
fame time, uſeleſs Marks of Submiſſion, they left very little 
more to the ſupreme Monarch, than the Revenues of the 'Terri- 
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i tory of Moſcow, for the Support of bis Houſhold ; whence he 
© was ſtiled by Strangers Grand Duke of Muſcovy, a Title never 
© owned by, and indeed hardly known to his Subjects. | 


But Joba Baſilnvitz was not of a Diſpoſition to be ſatisfied in 


any Degree with this fantaſtick Greatneſs ; and therefore, having 


begun by ſowing Sedition amoneſt theſe inferior Princes, he, by 
© Degrees, reduced them all, and, at len 
into Livema, which, he pretended, was held of him by 
© Knights who were in Poſſeſſion of it, which had terrible Effects. 
It was in order to cover themſelves from the Oppreſſion of ſo 
* dreadful a Power, that Part of that Count 


gth, made an Irruption 
the 


ſubmitted to the 


| Swedes, and that the Grand Maſter Gotofred Kettler, renouncing 
that Title, ſubmitted to the Republick of Poland, and accepted 


as a Fief the Dutchy of Courland, which he had before held in 
Sovereignty. | 


We may form ſome Idea of the Loftinefs, and ridiculous 


Pride of this Conqueror, and ſome of his Succeſſors, from the 


following Circumſtance; that they would not vouchſafe to treat 
with the Kings of Sweden, or to have any Intercourſe with them 


whatever directly; but left all Tranſactions with that Power to 


the Governor of Nevegorod ; upon which ſtrange Piece of Va- 


"nity, even the late Czar Peter I. valued himſelf not a little, in 


a 


the Manifeſto's which he publiſhed againſt Charles the Twelfth, 
during the long War that ſubſiſted between them. 


In the fixtcenth Century, the Troubles in the Ryan Empire 


gave great Advantages to the Swedes, who made themſelves Ma- 
ters of ſeveral of the Diſtricts nearcſt to their own Dominions, 
as well as extended their Conqueſts in Livonia, which, at laſt, 


humbled the Pride of the Rſſian Monarchs ſo much, that to- 
- wards the Cloſe of that Century, they were glad to conclude a 


Peace with Sweden ; by which all Pretenſions were given up to 
Livonia and Efthonia, the Swedes, at the ſame time, quitting the 
Province of Carelia, which, together with Ingria, they expreſsly 


acknowledged to be dependent upon the Government of Novs- 


gorod. 


But thisPeace laſted not long ; for inteſtine Diviſions breaking 


out again in Ryfſia, the Swedes made their Advantage of them, as 


before; and at laſt, having the Czar in a Manner at their Mercy, 


they were with much ado prevailed upon, by an Engliſb Miniſter 
ſent by King James I. to liſten to Terms of Accommodation, 
Which produccd a Peace ſigned February the twenty-ſeventh 

1616, in the Village of Stolbewa, by which the Ruſſiuns not only 


quitted all Claim to Livonia and Eſihonia, but likewiſe gave up 


the Provinces of Ingria and Carelia, together with all the adja- 
-" cent 


[ 30 ] 


cent Country, as far as the River Neva, and the Iflands at the 
Mouth of that River. 

Thus the Reader ſees, how the Ruſſian Empire was deprived 
of thoſe Provinces, which ſhe has ſince recovered from the 
Swedes ; which is a Point of great Conſequence to be remembred, 
Nor will it be amiſs, to obſerve here, that it was an eſtabliſhed 
Maxim with the Swedes, and indeed, with all the reſt of the 


Northern Powers, to keep the Ruſſians as far as poſſible from the 


Baltick, that they might have no Communication with other 
European Powers ; having a juſt Foreſight of thoſe Inconveni- 
encies that might produce, and which they have ſince felt very 
ſeverely. It was with this View, that they inſerted expreſs 
Clauſes in ſome of their Treaties with the Hanſe Towns trading 
to Riga, Nerva, and other Places in that Neighbourhood, that 
they ſhould not furniſh the Muſcovites with any Kind of Arms 
offenſive or defenſive, or with any Sort of Military Stores or 
Ammunition whatever; ſo apprehenſive they were of the internal 
Strength of that Power, which the reſt of the European Crowns 
were ſcarcely acquainted with, and of which, without Queſtion, 
— had but very imperfect and indiſtinct Notions. 

he Treaty laſt mentioned, by which ſuch important Ceſ 
ſions were made to the Crown of Sweden, was concluded with 
Michael Foedirowitz, the firſt Prince of the preſent reigning Fa- 
mily, who was a Son of a Patriarch of the Greek Church, by a 
Daughter of John Bafilowitz. He aſcended the Throne in 1613, 
and reigned many Years; during which, the Empire recovered 
in a pot Meaſure from that deplorable Condition in which he 
found it. He was ſucceeded by his Son Alexius Michaelowitz, 
who had ſome Thoughts of recovering the Provinces torn from 
his Dominions by the Swedes, and with that View entered into 
a War with Charles Gu/tavus, King of Sweden, in which, at 
frſt, he had ſome Succeſs ; but a Rebellion breaking out in the 
Kingdom of A/tracan, he was obliged to give up his Conqueſts 
to the Swedes, that he might have Leiſure to ſuppreſs that Rebel. 
lion, which he happily accompliſhed. 

This Monarch died in 1675; he had by his firſt Wife two 
Sons, Fedor, and [wan, and three Daughters, Sophia, Mary, 
and Catharine; by his ſecond Conſort Natalia K:rilnwna, the 
Daughter of his Prime Miniſter Kiri/: Poluchrowitz Nariſtin, he 
had a Son and a Daughter, viz. Peter Alexotvitz, born June the 
Eleventh 1672, and Natalia. Feder the eldeſt Son ſuccceded 
his Father, and being of a ſickly Conſtitution, was afliſted in 
his Adminiſtration by his Siſter Sop/za, He died in 1682, and 
knowing his Brother [wan to be yet leſs capable of governing, 
than himſelf, be nominated Peter, his younger Brother, 22 his 
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7 Succeſſor; but by the Intereſt of the Princeſs Sophia, after 
” Fedir's Demiſe, the elder Brother was alſo aſſociated with him 
in the Government; but by reaſon of his Incapacity, never had 


12 conſiderable Share in the Adminiſtration. 


This was that Peter Alexowitz juſtly ſurnamed the Great, the 


; Father and Founder of that Ruſſian Empire, which makes ſo 


lorious a Figure at this Day, and which will be known, as one 


of the greateſt Powers in the World, to lateſt Poſterity. At the 
Time of his Acceſſion, he found the greateſt Part of his Domi- 
nions mere Deſarts, ſprinkled here and there with a few great 
© Cities, and ſcarce defended by any Fortreſſes of Conſequence. 


Ihe Port of Archangel was almoſt the only one in his Territo- 
* ries; at leaſt, that was frequented by Strangers: He was not only 
very little reſpected, but on many Occaſions inſulted, by his 
: Neighbours, amongſt whom the barbarous, but martial Nation 
of Crim Tartars, entered his Territories at Pleaſure, and had for- 
* merly been Maſters of his Capital. The Turks looked upon 
him as their Dependent ; the Pales were more than a Match for 
him; and the Swedes contemn'd him. But at the Time of his 


Dieceaſe, he left Things quite in another Condition. He had 


torn from Sweden ſome of her beſt Provinces, or rather reco- 
vered thoſe of which his Anceſtors were deſpoiled ; and in them 


he erected his new Capital of Peter/burgh. He taught, not his 


- Neighbours only, but all Europe to reſpect him; and eftabliſhed 
not barely a new Power in the North, but a new Maritime 
Power, created by his own Skill; and I may ſay literally, wrought 
with his own Hands; for he knew how to build Ships, as well 
as to command them; and was not only a Soldier and Seaman, 
as well as Stateſman, but all theſe in Perfection. He was called, 
and which was a much higher Honour, he deſerved to be called, 
the Father of his Country. He aſſumed the Title of EMPEROR, 
and left it to his Conſort, and his Family, who now enjoy it 
without Diſpute, as an Inheritance purchaſed by his Virtues. 
This great Monarch died in the Beginning of the Year 1725, 
and was ſucceeded by his ſecond Conſort, the Empreſs Catharine, 
a Lady whom he had raiſed to his Bed, purely from the Conſi- 
+ deration of her Merit. She governed this great Empire on the 
lame Principles by which it was founded ; and during her whole 
= n was reſpected by her own Subjects, and by all the Powers 
of Europe, as the worthy Succeſſor cf ſo great a Monarch. Yet 
ſhe enjoy'd this high Dignity but for a very ſhort Space, dying 
in the Month of May 1727, and leaving the Empire to the 
> Grandſon of her deceaſed Lord. Rrfſia, == being governed 


* * F 1 „ 


by a Woman, fell under the Dominion of a Child, who was 
the Emperor Peter II. Grandſon to Peter the Great, the laſt 
| 


Hei: 
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Heir Male of his Family, and in the Hands of an ambitious 
Stateſman, Prince Menzi baff, the Favourite of Peter, and no 
leſs fo of the late Czarina Catharine. 

We may eaſily conceive that the Czar Peter I. had laid the 
Foundations of the Rufſian Monarchy deep, when we ſee, that 
it not only continued to ſubſiſt, but to flouriſh alſo, notwith- 
ſtanding theſe Accidents, than which none could be more dan- 
gerous in their Nature to a new-raiſed Government. Prince 
Menzikoff was a Man of boundleſs Ambition, and at the Time 
of = young Emperor's Acceſſion, had the whole Power of 
the Emp 
his Daughter to the Rank of Empreſs ; and it is not improbable, 
that he might have ſucceeded in this View, if he had not by an 
Act of — — incurred the young Emperor's Diſpleaſure, who 
tho? he was but twelve Years old at his Acceſſion, yet had ſo 
much Senſe and Spirit, that he diſgraced and baniſhed this too 
powerful Subject, and confiſcated all his Eſtate. He afterwards 
raiſed the Princes Dolgoroukt to the higheſt Employments in the 


Empire, and actually eſpouſed the Princeſs Catharine, Daughter 


to Prince Alexis, and Siſter to the Princes Sergius and John; but 
before the Marriage was conſummated, he was ſcized with the 
Small-Pox, of which he died on the 19th of January 1730. 

The Hiſtory of the Imperial Family is, in this Country, 
the Hiſtory of the Empire; which is the Reaſon that we inſiſt 
upon it; and from thence alone the Reader may collect what is 
of greateſt Conſequence towards underſtanding the publick 
Occurrences in Ruſſia. Upon the Death of the Emperor Peter 
IL the regular Succeſſion in that Empire was at a ftand. Ac- 
cording to the Will of the Empreſs Catharine, her eldeſt Daugh- 
ter Anne Petrowna, Dutcheſs of Hel/tein, ought to have been 
called to the Throne, but ſhe died the Year after her Mother, 
and left behind her a Son, who was at that Time about two 
Years old; and therefore the Senate and Nobility of Ria, 
to avoid ſo tedious a Minority, reſolved not to adhere to this 
Will; for which they eſtabliſhed this Pretence, that it ws 
vacated by the Declaration of the late Emperor upon his 
Death-bed, who had appointed another Succeſſor, though at 
firſt they could not agree among themſelves who they ſhould 
declare this Succeſſor to be; by which it was very manifcfi, 
that notwithſtanding their Aſſertions, the young Emperor in rea- 
lity made no ſuch Declaration. 

It has been reported, that ſome of the principal Nobility had 
Thoughts of changing the Government into a Republics, 
but that finding this would be impracticable, they frameid z 
new Scheme of Rule, which was, to govern the Empire them 
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” Fives, allowing only the Name and Enſigns of Sovereign Au- 
* thority to one of the Imperial Family. The next Conſideration 


4 was, who this Perſon ſhould be, and after ſome Debate, they 


caſt their Eyes upon the Princeſs Anna Fwanowna, Dutcheſs of 
© Crurland; of the Imperial Line indeed, but out of all the Rules 
of Succeſſion; She was the ſecond Daughter of the Emperor 
Jian or John, elder Brother to Peter the — and who, as we 
before obſerved, was for ſome time his Aſſociate in the Em- 
pire; but then ſhe had an elder Siſter Catharine Iwnnowna, 
who was married to the Duke of Mecklenbdurgh, to whom, if 
the Succeſſion was to devolve firſt on the Daughters of the elder 
Brother, the Imperial Crown ſhould have come, but her Huſ- 
band was engaged in a kind of Civil War with his Nobility ; 
and therefore it was given out, that for ſecuring the Peace and 
© Tranquillity of his Subjects, the young Emperor Peter II. paſ- 
ſing her by, had called her younger Siſter to the Succeſſion, 
which, ſoon after his Death, ſhe was invited to accept; 
The Princes Delgorouks and their Faction, who took upon 
them the Management of this Affair, aſſigned the new Em- 


preſs a Council, framed a new Conſtitution for the Empire, 


and limited her Dey as they thought proper ; to which 
Regulations ſhe conſented. But as ſoon as the Czarina was 
fixed upon the Throne, ſhe cancelled all theſe Limitations, and 
- baniſhed the Authors of them. She made choice of grave and 
- wiſe Men for her Miniſters, and gave the Command of her 
Armies to very able and experienced Generals, which enabled 
her to govern with great Reputation, and to maintain the 
Credit of her Empire, with reſpect to the reſt of Europe, in as 
high a Degree as any of her Predeceſſors. She afforded the 
late Emperor of Germany, Charles VI. a powerful Succour a- 
f ru the Houſe of Bourbon ; ſhe ſeated the preſent King of 
Poland upon the Throne of his Father, notwithſtanding all the 
Arts, and in ſpite of the Arms of France; ſhe made War a- 
; So the Turks with great Succeſs, and in the Courſe of the 
War totally ruined the Power of the Crim Tartars. In a Word, 
ſhe made her Government as much reſpected as from the 
oe of her extended Dominions it ought to be, and con- 
dcluded ſuch Alliances with Foreign States, as were moſt proper 
| for maintaining that Syſtem of Government, which ſhe laboured 
7 to eſtabliſh. i 

> dhe brought to her Court her Neice, the Princeſs Ann of Meck- 
© {enbourg, the Daughter of her eldeſt Siſter, and married her to 
Prince Anthony Ulric of Brunſwick Beveren, reſolving to call the 
+ {flue of this Marriage to the Succeſſion. The only Error in her 
Government was, the confiding almoſt wholly in Strangers, and 
. 5 particularly 


* 


" 
— 
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particularly Germans, with whom ſhe filled her Councils ard 


Armies, which raiſed a ſtrong Spirit of Envy and Reſentment _ 


in the Ryffian Nobility, who could not bear with Patience, li. 
ving in a State of SubjeCtion to Foreigners. This Diſpoſition 
began to ſhew itſelf with great Vehemence towards the latter 
End of the Life of the Empreſs, who in order to extinguiſh it, 
had Recourſe to extraordinary Acts of Severity, which were ſo 
far from having the deſired Effect, that they highly encreaſed it, 
inſomuch that the Czarina became very apprehenſive of the Con- 
ſequences, for defeating of which ſhe made the beſt Proviſion that 
was in her Power. 

The Princeſs of /Aecklenbourg was delivered of a Son, on the 
twelfth of Augu/? 1740, whom the Czarina, according to the 
Ruſſian Conſtitution eſtabliſhed by Peter the Great, named her 
Succeſſor, and directed that the Prince his Father, and the Grand 
Dutcheſs his Mother, ſhould be his Guardians ; ſhe likewiſe ap- 
pointed a Council about the young Emperor, whom ſhe thought 
the moſt capable of ſuſtaining the Weight of Affairs, and of pre- 
ſerving Things in that Condition wherein ſhe intended to 
leave them. At the Head of this Council, with the Title of 
Regent, was the Duke of Courland, her great Favourite, whom 
{he had raiſed to that Dignity, and who had the principal Direc- 
tion of Affairs in her Reign. Baron Ofterman, High Chancellor 
of Ruſſia, had the Rank of Prime Miniſter, a Perſon of great 
Experience, and through whoſe Hands, whatever related to Fo- 


reign Affairs, had paſſed for many Years. Count Munich, Who 


had ſerved with ſo much Reputation againſt the Turks, was at the 
Head of the Army with the Title of Field-Marſhal ; fo that 
there ſeemed no great Reaſon to doubt the Government might be 
carried on as well as in the former Minority ; and flattered with 
theſe fair Hopes, the Empreſs Auna Fwanowna died in Ofober 
1740. | 

; The Emperor was immediately owned by the Senate and Peo- 
ple in his Cradle, and the Marquis de la Chetardie, the French 
Miniſter, made his Imperial Majeſty a long Speech upon the Oc- 
caſion, in which he aſſured him of the ſincere Friendſhip of 
Louis XV. to Itban, or John, Sovereign of all the Rufſians. But 
as if Profeſſions of French Friendſhip were ominous to all 
Princes, it was not long before it appeared, that this Government 
could not ſubſiſt in the Form in which it ſtood by the late Em- 
preſs's Will. The Prince of Brunſwick and the Grand Dutcheß 
themſelves ventured upon a great Alteration ; for they thought 
fit not only to remove from his Share in-the Government, but 
to ſeize on the Perſon of the Duke of :Courland, and to banith 
him and his Family into Siberia. This was a great Stroke, and 

| yet 


3 


yr it was managed with ſo much Addreſs and Dexterity, as not 
to occaſion any great Stir or Bloodſhed in the Execution, and 
hardly any Noiſe or Tumult in its Conſequences, which tho” at 
that Time regarded as a very favourable Circumſtance, ſerved, 


- 


if not for a Precedent, at leaſt for a Prelude to a Revolution of 


far e Importance, with a ſuccinct Account of which we 
* ſhal 


conclude our Hiſtorical Memoirs of this Empire. 
Peter the Great left behind him a Daughter, whoſe Name was 


Elizabeth Petrowna, a Lady of diſtinguiſhed Accompliſhments, 
and now about thirty-eight Years of Age. She had lived at 
Court, during the laſt Reign, in a Manner and under Circum- 


© ſtances far _— from being ſuitable to her Birth : and the 


Prudence of her Behaviour, joined to that . with 


vrhich ſhe had ſupported her Misfortunes, had ſuch an Influence 


on all who beheld her, that ſhe had long reigned in the Hearts of 


her People, while others reigned upon the Throne. At laſt, the 


whole Ryfſian Nation, Princes, Nobility, Senators, Soldiers, 


and even the Populace, teſtified ſuch an Affection for her, that 
ſome who had ſcrved her Father with Fidelity, and now enjoyed 
the Rewards of their Services, reſolved to hazard all for her De- 


liverance, and to riſque every thing to recover her juſt Rights. 


They attempted it, and Providence gave a Blefling to the At- 


tempt; this Revolution happened in a ſingle Night. On the 


fifth of December the Princeſs Elizabeth was a kind of Priſoner in 


the Imperial Palace, and on the ſixth ſhe was ſeated on the Impe- 
rial Throne, and, the Tongues of her Subjects being ſct at Li - 


berty, faluted Empreſs of all the Riiſſias by the unanimous Voice 


of the People. | 


The Empreſs Elizabeth was no ſooner poſſeſſed of the Crown 


of her illuſtrious Anceſtors, than ſhe gave the higheſt Marks of 
' thoſe Virtues which render'd her worthy of that Elevation, and 


which her former Circumſtances had conceal'd. She rewarded 


beyond their ExpeCtations ſuch as had contributed to this great 
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Revolution, and ſhe ſuffer'd thoſe who had perſecuted her under 


the former Reign, to eſcape much better than they had Reafon 
to expect. She cauſed many of the Abuſes that had been 
committed in the Management of the Affairs of the Em- 


pire to be redreſſed. She reſtored the great Families of Ruſſia 


to their juſt Ranks, and entruſted them with the principal Em- 
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ployments in the Government. 


As to the Conduct of Foreign 


Affairs, they ſuffered little Alteration ; for the Empreſs did not 
affect to change all, but only ſuch Meaſures of the preceding Ga- 
vernment as were not calculated for the Benefit of her Subjects 


2 Q this wiſe and moderate Behaviour, ſhe ſecured Reſpect to 
her 


overnment abroad, as by her Tenderneſs and maternal Af- 
D 2 fection 
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36 
ſection for her People, ſhe diffuſed the moſt perſect Serenity 
through all her Dominions. | 

But her Conduct appeared in nothing more wiſe and amia- 
able, than in the Care ſhe took for Ealing the Succeſſion, 
which ſhe knew muſt be fixed, before ſhe could hope to ſee 
her Government firmly cſtabliſhed. She therefore reſolved ts 
ſend for her Nephew, the young Duke of Hol/tein, who 
was the preſumptive Heir to the Imperial Crown, under the 
original Eſtabliſhment of the Emperor Peter the Great. The 
Name of this young Prince is Charles Peter Ulric, born the 
Tenth of February, 1728, who ſoon after his Arrival at Pe- 
terſburgh, was declared Grand Duke of Ruſſia, and Heir Appa- 
rent of the Empire, in which Quality he has been acknow- 
ledged by the Senate, as well as by all the Nobility of that great 
Empire, with the utmoſt Chearfulneſs poſſible. 

This Deduction will give the Reader a clear Idea of the pre- 
ſent Situation of Things in Ruſſia, and of the Motives which 
have induced the Cæarina to provide with ſo much Diligence 
for the Eſtabliſhment of the Houſe of * which will 
very ſoon occupy all the Thrones in the North, and conſe- 
quently appear one of the moſt conſiderable Families that haz 
been known in Europe. The Hcuſe of Oldenbourg, of which 
are the preſent Royal Family of Denmark, is the ſame with 
that of Hol/tern. he Hereditary Prince of Stocden, who cer- 
tainly owes his Dignity to the Interpoſition of the Czarina, 
is the near Relation, and as ſuch was Adminiſtrator of the Do- 
minions of the Duke of Holſtein, now Grand Duke and Heir 
of Ruſſia. Prince Auguſtus of Hol/tein may poſſibly obtain the 
Dutchy of Courland, and if that ſhould ever happen, this Houſe 
will be truly formidable; and if all its Branches unite thei: 
Intereſts, muſt neceſſarily have a great Influence on the general 
Affairs of Europe. Such an Influence as our modern Politicians 
ſeem not to have ſufficiently conſiderd, but which I conceive 
will daily diſplay itfelf more and more; whenever the Princes 
now 9 as Succeſſors only, ſhall come to aſcend thol: 
Thrones to which they are deſtined. 

The Hiſtory of Ruſſia thus diſpatched, we come next t. 
the Government of this great Empire; a Subject very litt“ 
underſtood, but which may be, however, explained in a ver) 
few Words. The Czar, Peter the Great, was the Legiſlator 
his Dominions; and tho' no Prince was more abſolute thar 
himſelf, yet it is certain that he aimed at ſetting ſome Bound 
to the Power of his Succeſſors; and it was for this Reaſon tha 
he eſtabliſhed a Senate, in which it is thought that he had th: 
Government of France in Vigw, and that he meant this mo 
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Teſemble the Parliament of Paris, which it does in many Re- 
ects, and in none more than in this, that it ſerves to ſanctif- 
and give the Form and Authority of Laws by its Decrees to 
the Will of the Prince. ST 


Hut ftill the old Conſtitution prevails, and the true Govern- + 


ment of Ruſſia is what it always was, deſpotic. In Minorities 


indeed, and in other Conjunctures, ſuch as in the late Revolu- 


tions, there ſeems to be an actual Power attributed to the Se- 
nate, which to People at a Diſtance may repreſent the Form 
of Rule in Ruſſia as a limited Government; but when we come 
to examine it more cloſely, we ſhall perceive ſo ſtrict a Confor- 
mity between the Will of the Prince and the Decrees of this 
Aſſembly, as muſt ſufficiently convince us of the Truth of what 
has been before laid down, viz. that the Imperial Power 1s ra- 
the: ſtrengthened than controuled by their Proceedings. As 
to the ſeveral Colleges, as they are ftiled in Rrfſia, or as 
they are called by us, Boards; to which the various Branches of 
he Adminiſtration are affigned ; though the Form is German, 
et the Thing is French; and Peter the Great contrived them 
after the Model of the ſeveral Councils in France. The High 
Chancellor is generally conſidered as the Prime Miniſter, 
and the Vice Chancellor as his Coadjutor. The preſent Chan- 
Tellor is the Count de Beftucheff, a Man of great Sagacity, 
Face in Buſineſs, and very eaſy of Acceſs. The Vice 
-hancellor is Count Woromz»ff, who has been lately employed 
5 making a Tour to moſt of the principal Courts in 
£E1rope, 
* The Political Intereſts of Riſſia, with reſpect to foreign Na- 
tions, are not either To many, or ſo complicated, as might be 
expected, conſidering the Extent and Situation of the Empire, 
Which gives a Right to its Monarchs, of being conſidered as 


Aſiatic as well as European Powers. The Northern Parts of 


the Empire, from the Frontiers of the Swediſh Dominions, to 
thoſe of China and Fapan, are guarded in ſuch a Manner as 
to be ſecure not only from Danger, but from Apprchenſions; 
Having on that Side a Sea, hitherto impenctrable, and through 


wy if any Paſſage could be found, it muſt turn to the Be- 


efit, but can never prove of any Diſadvantage to the Subjects 
of Ryfſia ; which is a Point of great Conſequence, and, as I 
Rake it, is a Blefling ſcarce known to any other Country than 
this. The Frontiers of the Empire towards China are alſo 
inacceſſible, as conſiſting of Deſarts impenetrable by Armies, but 
which vield a tolerable Paſſage for Caravans; ſo that the 
Nulſian: may always reckon on the Friendſhip of the Chineſe ; 


$506 whenever they apply themſelves {criouſly thereto, may 
13 make 
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make this Friendſhip turn to their Advantage. The Tartays 
inhabiting the Countries between Rufjia and Perſia, are no 
longer formidable to the firſt-mention'd Empire; on the con- 
trary, they all reſpect it, and many of them have willingly 
ſubmitted, and become Vaſſals to it. The Caſpian Sea, 
the Dominions which the Ruſſians have on that Side, ge 
them a fair Opening into Perſia, which they have already in. 
proved ſo as to gain to themſelves a very advantageous Ir de, 
and this by Degrees may be extended perhaps as far as the 4ſt. 
Indies. 

It will always be the Intereſt of Ruſſia to cultivate a gocd 
Underſtanding with the $4; but in caſe of a Rupture, ihe 
would not have much to fear, ſince the Frontiers of Perſia 
being open, ſhe might ſoon make an End of the War, by let- 
ting looſe upon them the Tartars, who are her Tributarics; 
the Turks, and their Aſſociates the Crim Tartars, are more 
dangerous Enemies, but at preſent, the Circumſtances of the 
Porte are ſuch as will ſcarce allow her to break with the N. 
ans, if ſhe had concluded a Peace with Perſia; and we hall 
hereafter ſee, that Ruſſia can never want the Power of defend- 
ing herſelf on this Side, or even of making the Turks ſenſible 
of the Folly of breaking with her wantonly, and without juſt 
Provecation. The two great Chriſtian Principalities depend- 
ent upon that Empire, will always have a Bias in Favour of 
the Ruſſians; and therefore, as we have ſhewn in diſcourſing of 
the Religions in Europe, the Turks run a greater Hazard by 
making War with this, than with any other Nation. 

The Intereſts of Ruſſia in Europe, are not hard to affien: 
As io Sweden, it is of great Conſequence to live upon good 
Terms with that Crown; and, on the other Hand, the Superi- 
ority of Ruſffia, when forccd into a War, has bcen of late 
rendered ſo apparent, that there are good Grounds to expect the 
Stwedes will continue quiet on that Side for a long Time to 
come, even ſuppoſing that no Streſs ſhould be laid on the 
natural Connections between the two Branches of the Houſe 
of Holſtein, when they come to govern theſe Nations. As it is 
requiſite for the Court of Peterſburgh to be well with the 
Swedes on one Side, ſo it imports them no leſs to be upon good 
Terms with the Poles on the other; for which Reaſon we ſe 
the late Cæarina omitted nothing to ſet the preſent King Auguſtu 
upon the Throne of Poland, well knowing that his Intereſt 
were of ſuch a Nature, as muſt without Treaties bind him <&- 
fectually to hers. 

There ſeems to be no great Cauſe of Intercourſe between 


Ruſſia and Denmar+, farther than what reſults from Attention 
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Lo the Balance of Power in the North, which will always in- 
Cline a wiſe Adminiſtration in this Empire, to keep the Scales 
as even as may be between this Crown and that of Sweden ; of 
© late indeed, there is another Ground of Connection ariſing from 
the Diſputes between the Houſe of Holſiein and the Crown of 
* Denmark, in relation to the Dutchy of Se,, for accommo- 
dating of which we arc told there is a Treaty now on Foot, 
and pretty far advanced. 

I he Intereſts of Ruſſia with reſpect to the Houſe of Auſtria, 
are its moſt material Concern; for while theſe Houſes are uni 
ted, not only by general Alliances, but by a due and hearty 
\ Regard for each other's Proſperity, neither has much to fear 
from the Turks; but if they are divided, and the Ottomans 
ſhould recover their ancient Power, they may be formidable to 


» both. As to Pruſſia, of late Years great Regard has been due, and 


in ſucceeding Times it is like to claim a greater; but certainly jt 
: theſe two Powers purſue their true Intereſts, and are not milled 
by ambitious Views, they are not like to fall out. The mari- 
time Powers are the natural Allies, and hitherto have been, 
and are like to be fait Friends to Ruſſia. As to the other Po- 
.tentates of Europe, their Dominions lie at too great a Diſtance 
for Ruſſia to have very great Intercourſe with them of any 
ſort; and with reſpect to the Houſe of Bourbon, as the Court of 
> Peterſburgh has never had any Cauſe to like, fo in ſpite of all its 
Power, there is no Probability of its ever ſceing much Reaſon 
> to fear it. 
+ We. have hitherto conſidered the Intereſts of this Empire in 
the moſt, favourable Point of View, but it mult be allowed, 
that ſhe is not altogether free from Dangers and Apprehen- 
ſions. It is not at all impoſſible, that Diſputes may ariſe about 
> the Succeſſion : The Party of the late Emperor John, though 
> at preſent ſeemingly extinct, may hereafter revive; and it is 
> very likely that in ſuch a Caſe, ſome neighbouring Powers that 
are jealous of Ruſſia may likewiſe interfere. It may alſo happen, 
> that the Imperial Prince may have no Iſſue, and in that Caſe 
the Succeſſion muſt devolve upon the young Prince John before- 
N mentioned, who is the laſt Heir Male of the Imperial Line; 
beſides, it is not altogether impoſſible that ſuch a Confederacy 
+ might be formed in the North, as would greatly diſtreſs the 


+ Ruſſians; but then we muſt ſuppoſe, that Sweden, Denmark, 
3 Poland, and Pruſſia, ſhould unite, and continue united in this 
League, which is far from being probable. 


a he Reader may poſſibly wonder, conſidering the preſent 
State of things, that I ſhould venture to lay down theſe Points 
in ſuch clear and preciſe terms, when, by making uſe of general 
: D 4 Expreſſions, 


. 
/ 
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Expreſſions, I might, in all Appearance, guard better againf 
the Danger of Contradiction. But, in anſwer to this, let m- 
obſerve, that in the very fame Proportion an Author ſhews hi. 
Tendernels for his Character in this Reſpect, he ſhews a Diſre- 
gard for his Readers, The value of political Principles muſt ap 
pear, by their Compariſon with future Events; for, if they 
give us no Light into theſe, where is their Uſe? It is very cer. 
tain, that the great Power of the Ruſſian Empire, and her cloj: 
Connexion with the Houſe of Auſtria, has excited a Spirit d 
Suſpicion and Jealouſy in the North, to which alſo the particu. 
lar Views of ſeveral Powers have not a little contributed ; but 
notwithſtanding this, what has been before laid down remain; 
not at all the leſs certain. 

It does not follow, that becauſe both Sides have armed and en- 
tered into Alliances, in caſe of a War, that therefore a War 
mult neceſſarily enſue; or, even if that ſhould fall out, that i: 
muſt create an extraordinary Alteration in the State of "Thing; 
either one way or the other. In reference to the firſt, it muſt be 
cvident to all competent Judges, that the Scales are pretty even, 
and therefore, notwithſtanding theſe terriiying Appearances, it 
is ſo far from being impoſſible, that it is very far from being im- 
probable, a pacifick Negotiation may yet diſſipate theſe Clouds, 
and once more procure fair Weather in the North. But if, al 
Negotiations failing, a War ſhould actually break out, the Tum 
of that War muſt remain very uncertain, ſince the Force of the 
Ruſſian Empireis really much greater than is commonly imagin- 
ed, and would be found fo in ſuch a Caſe, 

We may add to this, that as Winds are neceſſary to purge the 
Air, and as the Emotions of Human Paſſions, provided they are 
not too violent, exhilerate the Spirits, and contribute to bodily 
Health ; ſo in great States, more eſpecially where there is an Ap- 
pearance of bad Humours, Wars are ſo far from being incon- 
venient, that on the contrary, they are both ſalutary and expe- 
dient. We may from hence form a Judgment of the Abilitic 
of thoſe Miniſters, who direct at preſent the Councils of this 
Empire, and who, by ſhewing an unſhaken Steadineſs in pur— 
ſuing that Syſtem which they have eſtabliſhed, have at leaſt raiſed 
the Credit of their Government to a very high Degree, and for 
tome time made this Empire not only the Arbiter of all Difte- 
rences in the North, but have likewiſe extended its Influence t 
the moſt diſtant Parts of Eurape; fince it is univerſally conteiles, 
that the March of the Auxiliaries was the Meaſure that contii- 
buted moſt to the Concluſion of the Definitive Treaty at Air 
ia Chapelle, ' 
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dyſtem, be 
and the Glory of the Empire, will be the ſtanding Maxims in the 
Cxarina's Councils. As ſuch a Conduct cannot fail of having a 
ſtrong Tendency to promote Peace and Satisfaction at home, and 
to ſecure the Attachment of the Allies of Ryſſia, by maintaining 
the Credit of the Adminiſtration abroad; there are no Grounds to 
apprehend, at leaſt in our Times, any great Inconveniencies 
or extraordinary Alterations ſnould enſue. We may likewiſe add, 
that Things remaining, as they are like to remain, in their pre- 
ſent Poſture, for a few Years, the Advantages of theſe Meaſures 
uill become more and more perceptible, and a proper Senſe of 
Loyalty and Gratitude diffuſe itſelf through the Inhabitants, 
even of the remoteſt Provinces of that wide Empire, which is 
certainly in a very thriving Condition, and will, by Degrees, in 
"conſequence of the Improvements that are daily making, come 
to extend its Power and Influence much farther than thoſe who 
are unacquainted with or unattentive to political Principles can 
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Before we conclude this Chapter, it will be proper to put the 
Reader in mind of ſome things that regard the future State of this 


Empire. If the Imperial Prince ſhould have Iſſue, there is very 


ittle Reaſon to doubt, that ſooner or later the Prince Succeſſor 
of Sweden, will conſider the Intereſts of the Houſe of Holſtein, 


and the great Advantages that may reſult from purſuing them with 


Steadineſs and Vigour, as ſhall be more fully ſhewn in its proper 


On the other hand, if the Imperial Prince of Ruſſia has 
no Iſſue, i: may open a Way to the ſettling the Succeſſion of this 
Empire in a Method very agreeable to the natural Law of Here- 
ditary Monarchies, and to the mutual Satisfaction of all Parties: 
Neither can it be ſuppoſed, that political Points ſo obvious in 
themſelves, and ſo important in their natures, ſhould not be ta- 
ken into the Views of all the Potentates, who intereſt themſelves 
in the Affairs of the North; and tho' for a Seaſon, and in con- 
ſequence of the Humours of reigning Princes, accidental Inte- 


reſts may direct all things; yet, in Proceſs of Lime, and in 
| Conſequence of the Alterations that muſt neceſſarily make, the 


real and permanent Intereſts of every Government will prevail, 


By the Way, it deſerves the Reader's Notice, that in the preſent 


State of "Things, the true Intereſts of this Empire will certainly 
be the Rules of the reigning Czarina's Government; for remain- 
ing ſingle, and having no particular Deſires or Deſigns to gratify, 
the Peace and Proſperity of her Government can depend on 


nothing elſe. 


In conſequence of this, a conſtant and firm Adherence to that 
calculated to promote the Good of her Subjects, 


poffibly conceive. 
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C H A P. IV. 


The preſent State, modern Hiſtory, Conſtitution, 
Intereſts, and political Views of the Crown «; 
SWEDEN, 


HE next of the Northern Potentates after Ruſſia is Sus. 

den. In the laſt Age, the Monarchs of this Country wer: 
very juſtly eſteemed the moſt powerful in theſe Parts, and indeed, 
ſometimes their Power was ſo great, as to enable them to ac 
againſt, or at leaſt, not to be borne down by the Confederacy «: 
all the other Northern Powers taken together. The Kingdon 
of Sweden, and the Great Dutchy of Finland, with the Territo. 
ries dependent upon them, ſtretching from the Coaſts of the Bal 
tick on one Side, to thoſe of the Northern Ocean on the other, 
are Countries of a large Extent: And tho' in many Places the 
are little better than Deſarts, Moraſſes, or impenetrable Foreſts; 
yet, amongſt the Mountains and Woods there are found man; 
fair and fruitful Spots. Their great Lakes are full of Fiſh, and 
their craggy Rocks, and even their rudeſt Hills, produce the 
richeſt Mines of Iron and Copper; ſo that, as on the one hand 
they want not the Neceſſaries of Life, (for with proper Cultivz 
tion and Care, they may well proce Corn and Cattle ſufficien 
for their own Uſe) fo on the other, they are not deſtitute of i. 
luable Commodities, for the ſecuring a Trade ſufficient to ſup- 
ply them with the Conveniencies of Life from other Nation, 
ſeated in richer Soils, and in more agreeable Climates. 

But as nothing can be had in this Country without Labour, 
as the Climate is cold and ſharp, and the Soil generally ſpeakin; 
rugged and ingrateful, the common People are conſequently : 
Race of Men as hardy, patient, and robuſt, as any in Europe. 
and preſerve in full Vigour their Abilities both of Body an 
Mind to a very advanced Age. They have been always ver 
juſtly eſteemed a martial People; but for many Ages this Coun 
try was torn with civil Diſſentions, to ſuch a Hans as that tt: 
Inhabitants rather exerciſed their Valour upon themſelves, thi 
upon their Neighbours ; ſo that they made no great Figure in ti: 
World, and were ſo far from being conſidered by the reſt of E: 
rope, that their Force was very little known, and leſs regard. 
The famous Duke of Rohan, one of the greateſt Politicians, “ 
well as one of the moſt judicious Writers of his Time, gives 
a ſingular Inſtance of this. He obſerves, that the Chancellor © 
Navarre having written a Treatiſe to vindicate the Claim ot | 
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Maſter, afterwards HENRY IV. to the Crown of France, and 
finding ſome Objections made againſt it, which he thought very 
trifling and inſignificant, expreſs'd himſelf to the following Et- 
fect, viz. That ſuch kind of Notions might probably pafs for Argu- 
ments in Egypt, or in Sweden, tho they could ſcarce be conſidered 
t ſuch in France. This great Man, who had both Parts and 
Learning, had however very little Foreſight, that in the Space 
of Half a Century, Sweden, which he conſidered in fo conternp- 
tible a Light, would become one of the moſt conſiderable Powers 
in Chri/tendom, and an Ally, of all others, of the greateſt Uſe 
to Hauce, as well as the moſt dangerous Enemy to the Houſe of 

Auſtria. 8 
Thus we ſee, of how great Conſequence it is, to have an 
accurate and perfect Idea of the State of thoſe Countries that 
make a ſmall, as well as ſuch as cauſe a great Noiſe in the World; 
for ſometimes a ſingle GENn1vus changes intirely the Condition 
and Circumſtances of a whole Nation, as Peter the Great did the 
Ruſſians, and Guſtavus Adolphus the People of whom we are 
now ſp:aking. It has Ilizewte fallen out, that the deep Diſ- 
refs of a Nation becomes the Cauſe of its future Proſperity, as 
1 in the Caſe of the Inhabitants of the United Nether- 
ads, who owe all their Greatneſs to that Spirit of Induſtry and 
Trade, of Patience, Fortitude, and Diligence, by which they 
became for a Lime, the firſt Maritime Power in Europe, to the 
galling Oppreſſion of the Syaniſb Yoke. In the very ſame man- 
ner, the Swedes, who in the laſt Century rendered themſelves ſg 
powerful and conſpicuous, by their military Virtues and their 
| finding themſelves weakened and exhauſted by the 
eontinual Wars of their laſt King, and all Hopes of Recovery 
the ſuperior Power of the Ruſſian Empire, found 


check'd b 
| Gem under a Neceſſity of improving their Country, and 


tending their Trade, in order to repair in ſome Meaſure the 
Loſſes they had ſuſtained. And tho' for ſome "Time this was 
booked upon rather as a right Intention, than a Scheme likely to 
attended with any great Succeſs, yet it is now certain, that 
hey have proſecuted both theſe Views with ſurprizing Advantage; 
if the hot ſit of Ambition had not returned upon them too 
won, might have grown both wealthy and formidable, without 

y Oppoſition from their Neighbours. 
2 To obtain a tolerable Degree of Light into theſe Matters, and 
© put ourſelves into a Condition of forming a juſt Idea of the 
Strength and Forces of this Crown, ſo as that we may be able 
{ce what Progreſs it is capable of making, in ſuccecding 


Re 


2 imes, we muſt look a little into the Cauſes of thoſe remark- 
Ne Changes in her Circumſtances, as a Nation, that have been 
| alrcady 
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already briefly mentioned; which can be only done, by taking x 
ſhort Survey of the principal Events that have happened in ta 
Country, and their Conſequences. By this Method we ſhall no 
barely gain a competent Knowledge of the S$wedyh Hiſtory, and 
of its Connection with the general Affairs of Europe; but, which 
is of at leaſt as great, or even greater Importance, we ſhal 
obtain a thorough Acquaintance with the Genius, "Temper, and 
Spirit of the People. For, as by contemplating the Works et 
great Artiſts, we may not only diſcover the Nature of that Ski] 
and Knowledge by which they were contrived, but alſo derive 
ſome Intelligence of the Tools and Inſtruments with whfch they 
were wrought ; ſo in contemplating the Atchievements of great 
Princes, we do not ſimply diſtinguiſh the * of their Abi. 
lities, but the Temper allo, and Virtues of their Subjects, by 
whoſe Aſſiſtance thoſe mighty Actions were atchieved; fince in 
Politicks, and in War, as well as in other Things, there muſt 
be either a natural, or an artificial Aptneſs in the Material, be. 
fore any great Structure can be raiſed, or any extenſive Conqueſt 
attained, 

There is no need, however, to go higher in this reſpect than 
Guſtavus Adolphus, who aſcended the Throne of Sweden in 
1611. He was a Prince of great Abilities, which manifeſt? 
themſelves fo clearly in his Youth, that the States thought fi 
to give him the entire Adminiſtration of Affairs ſoon 
after his Acceſſion to the Crown, though he was then but 
eighteen. He found his Kingdom the Loweſt and Weak 
eſt, as he left it the Greateſt and moſt Powerful, in th: 
North. He had two Wars upon his Hands in the eaxrlic! 
Part of his Reign, and he ended them both with great Pru- 
dence ; for perceiving that the Forces of his Kingdom wer: 
not at all proportioned to its Occaſions, he very wiſely purchaſe: 
a Peace with Denmark at the Expence of one Million d 
Crowns, for the Payment of which there was a Time limited, 
which he very honeſtly diſcharged when his Affairs were mendet, 
and when, if he had been ſo inclined, he wanted not plau- 
ſible Pretences for refuſing to comply with that Treaty. He 1. 
covered by this Means thoſe Fortreſſes which the Danes had taker, 
and laying hold of this favourable Opportunity, he turned | 
Arms againſt the Ruſſians, from whom he took great part 6 
Livonia, Ing-rmania, and the City of Kexhelm, the Poſſeſſion © 
which he ſecured by a Treaty concluded under the Mediation 
Great Britain. 

He turned his Arms next againſt the Poles, with whom |! 
maintained a long War, which proved Yer advantage 
to Sweden, and procured for her the remaining 
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<fiſted by the Emperor, which gave ſufficient Provocation to 
»Guftauus to declare himſelf againſt the Houſe of Auſtria, the 
Power of which was then formidable to all Europe, and which 
"nevertheleſs he broke in a very ſhort ſpace of Time, and witi 
very ſmall Force. He was called into Germany by the Prote- 
ſtants, and on the 24th of June 1630, he landed at the Mouth 
of the Oder with an Army which conſiſted only of ſixteen 
Troops of Horſe, and ninety-two Companies of Foot, mak- 
ing in all but eight Thouſand Men. He foon made himſelf 
Mafter of Stetin, and a great part of Pomerania ; upon which 
all the Proteſtants in Germany declared for him, and in the be- 
ginning of the ſucceeding Year he concluded a Treaty of Alliance 
with the Crown of France. 
7 King Guftavus ſoon after took the City of Francfort upon the 
der, and ſent his Deputies to the General Afſembly of the 
Proteſtants at Leipfick, where they quickly diſcovered that the 
Elector of Brandenburgh was diffident, and the Elector of 
Saxony jealous of the King their Maſter, Giſtavus being de- 
termined to finiſh what he had ſo happily begun, forced the 
former to put into his Hands ſuch Places as were neceſſary to 
ſecure him a Retreat, and left the latter to be diſtrefled by the 
Jmperialits, till he was conſtrained to call him to his Aſſiſtance, 
Which on Sept. 7, 1631, produced the glorious Battle of 
Leipfick, in which he routed the famous Count Tilly, who com- 
manded 40, ooo old Troops, killing 7,000 upon the Spot, mak- 
g 5,000 Priſoners, and taking above an Hundred Colours and 
tandards. After this he carried the War into Franconia, and 
ving there a part of his Army, he with the reſt marched into 
avaria, where in the Paſſage of the Lech Count Tilly was 
illed with a Cannon-ſhot : After which the King drove the 
Imperialifts out of all the open Country, and made himſelf 
Maſter of Munich. | 
He not long aſter attacked Count JYallefein in his In- 
tenchments, but was repulſed with loſs. He aucmented how - 
ver his Conqueſts after this, till the Elector of Sa:o:y called 
im again to his Aſſiſtance, which that Monarch did not re- 
uſe, though it was entirely owing to his fluctuating Conduct 
Bat the War had not been ended long before. On his ad- 
ancing towards the Imperialiſtis, the King ſent Orders to 
Frince George of Lunenburgh to join him with the Forces 
under his Command; but being informed that the Imperial 
Seneral had detached Count Pappenheim with ſeveral thou- 
End Men, he reſolved to attack him without waiting for the 
Duke of Lunenburgh ; which he accordingly did in the Plain 
Lutzen, on the 16th of Nov. 1632; in which Battle the 
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Swediſh Foot having routed the Inperialiſis, and ſeized they 


Cannon, the King thinking the Horſe did not advance fat 


enough to the Purſuit, put himſelf before them in paſſing ; 
ſmall River, on the other Side of which he was found dead, 
having his Arm broke by one Muſket-Shot, and another en. 
tering his Back, had paſled through his Body. 

There were great Suſpicions of Treachery in this caſe, ſom: 
imputing it to Perſons hired by Cardinal Nichlieu, but Pu. 
fendorf | Hob it expreſsly upon the Duke of Saxe-Lawenburg,, 
However it was, the King's Death was foon known, which 
inſtead of abating, heightened the Courage of the Swedes into 
Fury, ſo that when Count Pappenheim returned with his De. 
tachment, and rallied the [mperzal:/ts, they again attacked, 
and again defeated them, which Circumſtance does the high. 
eſt Honour to the Strediſb Troops. Thus fell this Gren 
Conqueror in the Arms of Victory; and it was very remark- 
able, ſo formidable he was become, that his Death was m 
leſs grateful to his Allies, than to his Enemies; but his Cou 
rage, Virtue and Fortune, having raiſed him to the highe! 
Pitch of Greatneſs and Glory, his Memory will be alway: 
revered by ſuch as are well- affected to the Proteſtant Religic! 
and the Libertics of Germany, both which he ſaved from De. 
ſtruction, by his incomparable Wiſdom, and his ſucceſsful Arms 

As Guſtavus Adolphus extended the Dominions, and raiſe 
the Reputation of Sweden Abroad, ſo he likewiſe acted th 


Part of a Legiſlator at Home, and reduced the Conſtitution «| 


his Country into Order, which he would — have im- 
proved if he had lived to return into his own Dominion: 
In Virtue, however, of his Regulations, the Crown, which 
was before intailed only on the Male Line, deſcended to hi 
Daughter Chri/tina, a Child of fix Years old, which Minority, 
thoug 
great Security of Sueden; 
the Elector of Brandenbourg remained firm to the Engagement 
into which they had entered with Guftavus, and the 8 
of the Allies became leſs Apprehenſive of the Power of thi! 
Crown, than they had been in the Life-time of ti: 
King. 

The Chancellor Axel Oxen/tiern, to whom the whole MM: 
nagement of Affairs in Germany was committed, made fo rig 
a uſe of theſe favourable Circumſtances, and managed 2 
Things ſo wiſely and ſo well, that at the cloſe of the War whic 
laſted ſeveral Years, the Szwedes were poſſeſſed of above one hut 
dred fortified Places, and had an Army on foot of upwards vt: 


hundred thouſand Men, which enabled them ſo effectually s 
manta 


h it ſcemed to threaten the Ruin, proved, in reality, de 
for the King of Denmark an 
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Queen Chri/tina was eſteemed and courted by all the 


retired to ö a 
the Time of her Deceaſe, which happened April g, 1689. 


prized Poland, but alarmed all Errope ; for in three 
Time he had taken all Pruſſia, except Dantzich, a great 
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' maintain their Pretenſions, that on the Concluſion of the 
peace of Munſter, they had the Country of Pomerania, with 


the Dutchies of Bremen and Verden, the City of iſnar, a 


Vote in the Diets of the Empire and Circle of Lower Saxony; 


together with a Million of Crowns in ready Money, as a 
Satisfaction for their Services. 


As the War was glorious to the Arms, ſo the Peace was 


no leſs honourable to the Counſels of Swede, and the young 


OWers 


of Europe. She had a great deal of Learning, and a very exten- 


| five Capacity; but with theſe great Qualities, there was a 
Mixture of many Defects. Her Subjects would willingly have 


ſcen her married to her Couſin Prince Charles Guſtavus ; to 
which, however, neither ſhe nor that Prince were inclined, 


and therefore ſhe very wiſely choſe to content all Parties, by 


reſigning to him the Crown, which ſhe did in an Af- 


' ſembly of the States, held at Upſal in the latter End of May, 
' 1654, reſerving only a Penſion to herſelf for the Support of 


her Dignity 3 and having embraced the Popiſh Religion, ſhe 


ame, where ſhe lived with great Magnificence to 


Charles Guſtavus, or Charles X. of Sweden, who aſcended 
the Throne by the Abdication of Queen Chriſtina, was the 


Son of John Caſimir, Prince Palatine of the Rhine, and Ca- 
 tharine of Sweden, Daughter of Charles IX, and Siſter to 
' Guſtavus Adolphus Queen Chriſtina's Father. 
Affairs of his Kingdom in a very indifferent Poſture at his 
Acceſſion; but he ſoon put them into ſo good a Condition, 


He found the 


that the Year following he made War upon Poland, to re- 


'venge the Aﬀront done to him in proteſting againſt his Ad- 


miſſion to the Crown. His Progreſs at firſt not only ſur- 


onths 


Part of Lithuania, the Cities of JYarſaw, Cracow, and other 
Places in the Greater and Leſſer Poland; moſt of the People of 


theſe Provinces fwearing Allegiance to him, as being deſerted by 


King Caſimir, who was fled into Siliſia. 
Hut this Career of Proſperity did not long continue. The 
frſt Conſternation being over, the Polis were as ready to fall 
from him, as they had been to embrace his Party. Beſides 
the Emperor, Muſcovy and Hallund became his Enemies, as 
alſo Denmark, which gave the King of Sweden an honourable 
Occaſion of quitting Poland, where he could not lg have 
ſubſiſted. Having therefore left his Brother Prince Adolph 
Governor of Pruffia, he haſtened to Denmarkt, which he 
| ſoon 
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ſoon reduced to a Neceſſity of begging Peace at the Price f 1 
the Provinces of Schonen, Halland, and Bleaking, which vs * 
concluded in the Spring, but the War broke out again in 
few Months. In the Summer enſuing, which was that of 165 
the King having conceived freſh Jealouſies againſt the Dane, Gor 
ſuddenly landed with his Army in the Iſland of Zeland, and whie ban 
General J/rangel beſieged Crouenburgh at the Entrance of tie 
Sound, he attacked Copenhagen. 

Theſe Sieges had very different Events; for Cronenburgh wax 
ſoon taken, but the Danes, encouraged by the Preſence of their 
King in the Capital, made an obſtinate Defence, which par 
Time for the Dutch Fleet to come to their Relief; and the 
Swediſh Navy being defeated, the King was forced to change 
his Siege into a Blockade, which continued all that Year, and 
the beſt Part of the next, in which the Swedes met with ſo many 
Misfortunes, that the King was forced to return Home in order 
to make the neceſſary Preparations for carrying on his Enter. 
prize with Vigour in the Spring; but while he was inten: 
on his Affairs he was ſurprized by a Fever, which ſoon carrie 
him off. And at his Death, which happened on the 13th d 
February, 1660, he left his Son, who was but five Years old, 
engaged in a War againſt ſix of the greateſt Powers in Eurche 
Such was the End of this great Monarch, whoſe Courage and 
Virtues had enabled him to make fo great a Figure, as not only 
to maintain the Credit which the Crown of Sweden had acqui- 
red, but to carry it even higher than it had riſen under his glori- 
ous Predeceſſor, the famous Gu/tavus Adolphus, but then it wa 
built on the Foundation which he had laid. 

Charles XI. was chiefly governed in his Minority by bs 
Mother, who was Siſter to the Duke of Hol/tern, a very wie People 
and prudent Princeſs, who by the Advice of the principl! vr Jai 
Perſons in the Kingdom, brought about a very advantageow! 100 m 
Treaty of Peace, called from the Place where it was cor. that 4 
cluded, the 'I'reaty of Olia; by which the King of Plant: 
renounced his Claim to the Crown of Sweden, and the R. 
publick all her Rights to Livenia. The Swedes made Peace: and ne 
the ſame Time with Denmark, and Things were kept in toler- | {oe 
ble Order till the Cloſe of the King's Minority; when by?) 
very unhappy Turn in his Counſels, he was engaged to take Pat | 
with France in the War which preceded the Peace of Nimegi | 
wherein he met with very indifferent Succeſs, and loſt a gre} 
Part of his Dominions in Germany; which however were . 
ſtored to him by a ſeparate Treaty concluded a little ber“ 
the general Peace laſt mentioned, in the Negotiation of which, 
he acted as a Mediator. F 
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In 1680, 3 twenty-five Years of Age, he thought 

rinceſs Ulrica Eleanora, Daughter to He- 
> rick II. and Siſter to Chriſtian V. Kings of Denmark ; and 
thenceforward applied himſelf with greater Diligence to the 
Government of his Kingdom than any of his Predeceſſors, or 


than any Prince of his Time. The firſt Effect of this, 


was his detaching himſelf entirely from the French Intereſt : 


which he looked upon as dangerous to his Authority, and 


not at all compenſated by the Subſidies granted by that 


Crown. 
* He next inquired after and corrected all Abuſes that had crept 


into the Civil 


| overnment, whilſt the Kings of Sweden truſt- 
ing all Things 


to their Miniſters, had minded nothing but 
into Law-Suits, fitting himſelf 


Seven Years than before had been decided in twenty. By this 
Means he gained the Love of his Subjects to ſuch a Degree, 
that the States of the Kingdom conſented, at his Requeſt, to 
take away a great Part of the Power, which till then the Se- 


3 ate had 5 and made afterwards ſuch farther Altera- 
. ions in the 


overnment, as rendered the King as abſolute 
as any Monarch in Europe. They enabled him likewiſe to 


reunite to the Crown ſuch Eſtates as had been granted from 


It, and to pay off the publick Debts, by raiſing the Value of 
hey ſettled the Militia alſo in ſuch a Manner that 
he had always ſeventeen Thouſand Horſe, and forty-three 
Thouſand Foot kept up at the Expence of his Subjects. Be- 
ſides all this, they granted him large Sums of Money which 
occaſioned heavy Taxes ; but ſuch was his Conduct, that the 
people being ſatisfied that all they gave was either laid out, 
or laid up for their Service, they thought they could never do 
too much for him; and indeed his Reign is the ſtrongeſt Proof, 
that the ſureſt Way for a Prince to make his Will the Law, is 
to 22 by Law. | 
He was remarkably addicted to the Religion of his Country, 
and not only ſtrict in his Morals, but ſevere; and though not 
uxorious, yet his Chaſtity was never ſuſpected. He humbled 
his Nobility, but was very obſequious to the Clergy, kind to 
ine Citizens, and very tender of the common People. He took 
proper Care of Foreign Affairs, though he avoided making 
War; but he did not ſuffer his Love for Peace fo far to influ- 
Ence him, as to allow any of his Neighbours to prejudice either 
Crown of Sweden, or her Allies; for when the King of 
Venmarſ ſeized the Duke of Hol/tein's Dominions, he without 
Velay interpoſed, and began to make ſuch Preparations for doing 
K Right 


50 
Right to that Prince, as produced the Treaty of Altena, which 
was ſigned on the tenth of June, 1689, and by which the Duke 
was reſtored to his Dominions. 

After this he entered into a cloſe Alliance with the Danes fe; 
preſerving the Peace of the North, and in the firſt gener 
War againſt France he lent the Dutch ſix Thouſand Men, and 
offered the Emperor as many more, yet without declaring War 
againſt Lewis XIV. who was ſo well ſatisficd with his Behayi. 
our, or rather was ſo much afraid of him, that he forbid all 
French Privateers meddling with Sweaifh Ships; and thus by a 
ſteady and prudent Management, he ſupported his own Power 
at Home, and maintain'd the Credit of the Crown of Swede 
Abroad to the Time of his Deceaſe, which happened on the 
5th of April, 1697, at the Age of Forty-two. He left be. 
hind him three Thadren; viz. Hedwig-Sophia-Elranera, who 
eſpouſed the Duke of Flol/tein Gottorp, Ulrica Eleanora, late 
Conſort to the preſent King of Sweden, and his only ſurviving 
Son and Succeſſor, 

Charles XII. who in his Minority was governed by the ſame 

eat Princeſs with whom the Affairs of the Kingdom wer 
intruſted in that of his Father, I mean the Dowager c 
Charles X. who was to be aſſiſted by five Senators till her 
Grandſon came to the Age of Eighteen. But the States thong 
fit to abridge that Term, and to declare him Major before he 
reached Sixteen; and in half a Year afterwards the genen 
Peace of Ryſwick was concluded under his Mediation. Hi 
Neighbours taking Advantage of his Youth, formed a Conte 
deracy for attacking him on all Sides, and this without th: 
leaſt Provocation. The Confederates were Frederick IV. King 
of Denmark, Auguftus Il. King of Poland, and the Czar Pei 
the Great, all eſteemeds as wiſe Princes as any of their Time; 
but influenced in this by their Ambition, and the Proſpect they 


had of dividing amongſt themſelves the late Acquilitions d 


Sweden. 


Charles penetrated this Scheme, and as ſoon as he ſaw the Eng! 
Fleet in the Baltich, as Guarantees of the Treaty of Altec, | 


he determined to begin with that Prince of the Confederates who 


broke with him firſt, and make him feel the whole Weight d 
his Power. Accordingly he landed an Army in Zealand and be. 


ſieged Copenhagen, reducing in a very ſhort Time the King d | 8 


Denmark ſo low, that he was conſtrained to make Peace upon 


reaſonable Terms, and deſert the Confederacy, by a Treaty which 
was ſigned at Travendahl, Auguſt 8, 1700. He 


will 
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Portunity of ſhewing the Emperor 
Jome Marks of Diſtaſte at the Conduct which he had purſued, 
and obliged him to do Juſtice to his Proteſtant Subjects. 

may truly affirm the Year 1708 was that in which the Glo 
F:oeden roſe to its utmoſt Height. 
Hance of Europe in his Hand, and might have preſcribed Terms 
20 all its Powers, from the critical Situation of his own Affairs 


kept ſome Meaſures in Germany, yet at laſt wy" 
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xvith the greateſt Inequality of Forces that is recorded in mo- 


dern Hiſtory. 


He turned his victorious Arms next againſt the Poles, and 


orced them to depoſe King Auguſtus, and make Choice of a 
new King, which the 
Yon of Staniſlaus Lefoinſti Palatine of Pæſnania, and Son to 
Count Leſinſti Great Treaſurer of the 
this Reſentment of his ſtill farther, by followin 
uu into his hereditary Dominions of Saxony, where k 
Fauſted the Country by exceſſive Contributions, and impoſed 
very hard Conditions on that Monarch himſelf, by the Treaty 
&vhich was concluded at Altran/tadt, a Village within two Miles 
pf Leipfich. 


did the fifth of May, 1704, in the Per- 


Town. 


He puſhed 
Au- 


e ex- 


While the King of Sweden was in Saxony, he took an Op- 
Joſeph, who then reigned, 


We 


ry of 
Charles had then the Ba- 


d theirs; but his boundleſs Ambition, heated, perhaps, by 


Se artful Praifes of an Engliſb General, whoſe Eloquence 


as victorious as his Sword, threw him very ſoon into 
different Condition. For deſirous of compleating his Plan, 
towards which there wanted but one Stroke, he marched 


S$rough the Ukrarne into Ruſſia, reſolved to drive the Czar out 


$f his Territories, as he had forced the Dane to ſave his Capital 
y a Peace, and the Poles to depoſe the King who was his 

nemy. 
This produced the famous Battle of Pultowa, which coſt the 
wedes 30,000 Men, and forced the King to take Shelter in 
ry with a handful of People. This fatal Engagement hap- 
$ened on the twenty-ſeventh of June, 1709, and opened a 
Faſſage for the Enemies of this Crown to execute the Projects 
Fey had formed ten Years before, which was an Opportunity 
hey none of them let flip. The King of Denmark once more 
Jeclared War, and made a Deſcent upon Schonen; the King of 
T land entered again into Poſſeſſion of his Dominions; the 
Kuſſians repoſſeſſed the moſt valuable Part of the Swed/h 
Lerritories on the Baltict; and though at firſt the Confederates 
attacked and 
ans got the bet- 
and Bremen and Verden felling into the 
E 2 Hands 


Sivided the Swed;/b Territories there; the Pru 
ger Part of Pomerania, 
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Hands of the Danes, they diſpoſed of them to the Elector q 
Hanover. 
His Swedifp Majeſty returned into his own Dominions i: 
November, 1714, and very ſoon made his Enemies ſenſible «; 
his Preſence. He found his own Territories exhauſted, h 


and his Predeceſſors Conqueſts loſt, and ſcarce any Friend « | 4 


Ally left ; yet he maintained his abſolute Power over his oy; 
Subjects, and proſecuted the War with inflexible Refolutio, 
He perſiſted in his former Notion of deſtroying or depoſiny 
every Prince with whom he was diſpleaſed. He meditated a De 
feent upon Zealand with a View once more to beſiege Copenhagn, 
in which he failed; he engaged in ſome dark Deſigns for diſtur 
ing the Peace of Great Britain, which were diſconcerted ; his 
Attempt was an Invaſion upon Norway, where he was ſhot be. 


fore Prederick/hall, on the firſt of December 1718, dying as þ : 


liv'd, ill treated, but unconquered. 

Upon his Demiſe the States of Sweden declared his Sifter th 
Princeſs Ulrica Eleanora Queen, and her Huſband the Hered. 
tary Prince of Heſſe Caſſel Generaliſſimo; for the War ſtill con 
nued. In 1720 that Prince having embraced the Lutheran Re 
ligion, was raiſed to the Throne of Sweden, and ſoon aft 
Peace was made with all the Powers with whom Sweden had 
long contended ; that with Denmark took place in June 172. 
that with Pruſſia on the 11th of January 1721; and that wit 
the Czar was concluded at ＋ * in Finland on the 19th « 
Auguſt in the ſame Year. By theſe Treaties the Swedes rect 
vered part of Pomerania, and the Town of Viſmar : But th 
King of Pruſſia kept the Dutchy of Stetin; the Dutchies c 
Bremen and Verden were left to Hanover, and the Czar kept i 
e, all his Conqueſts. In 1729 the Kings of Sweden at: 
Poland were reconciled. 

In conſequence of theſe Steps the Face of Affairs in Ser 
has been entirely changed, and from being one of the moſt : 
ſolute, it is again become the moſt limited Crown in Eur! 
the Senate has recovered all its ancient Privileges, the Stats 


have reſumed and even extended their Powers; ſo that the x 


can do nothing of Conſequence without their Approbatic: 


While the Miſeries of the late War were freſh in Remer 


brance, the Swedes continued firm to their new Syſtem, mat 


tained a cloſe Correſpondence with Ruſſia, remained on go" | 


Terms with all their Neighbours, and ſeemed very little ©: 
poſed to riſque any new Alterations in their Government, 
admitting the Claim which the Duke of Hel/?ein, only Son: 


the Queen's eldeſt Siſter, kept up to the Succeſſion ; they lis? ö 


wiſe entered into very ſtrict Engagements with the Crown * 
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Þ©,-2t Britain, and ſhewed a great Reſpect for the Houſe of 
$/tria; whence it was conceived, that all Things in the 
North would go on in this Channel; and that nothing was to 
Fe feared from the Intrigues of France in that Nation, which 
Þrmerly had ſo great an Influence on the Affairs of Europe 


eneral. 
| Bur thoſe who knew the Diſpoſition of the Stwedes beſt, al- 


Pays foreſaw, that any Alteration in the Power and Conditions 


Sf their Neighbours would ſtill produce extraordinary Effects 
Smorgſt them; in ſhort, that this long Calm would be 
llowed by a high Storm: and the Event has very fully proved 
hat their Con ures were but too well founded. | 
lt was in 1738 that this great Change in the Sentiments of 
She Swedes began to diſcover itſelf. The Diet that aſſembled 
that Year, of which Count Teſſin was choſen Marſhal, ſoon 


"Sppeared to be compoſed of Perſons of very different Senti- 


ents, who in a little Time, however, were diſtinguiſhed into 
Fhree Parties. The firſt and moſt vigorous were for reviving 
mne old Syſtem, and for trying to recover, if poſſible, part of 


me Dominions yielded to Ruſſia, and therefore they inclined 
o martial Meaſures ; theſe were called the Hats. he Party 


Tirectly oppoſite to them, declared abſolutely for Peace, for the 
Maintenance of the preſent Syſtem, and for endeavouring to 

promote the domeſtick Welfare of the Nation: Theſe were 
Filed the Night-Cops. The third Party was a kind of flying 
Squadron, who were for keeping in a middle Way, and were 
from thence denominated the Henting-Cape It was not very 


a ong before the firſt Party appeared to have a great Majority; 


Put as it required Time to execute their Deſigns, the Diet, 
Fontrary to Cuſtom, continued ſitting eleven Months, and be- 
ore they roſe, turned out five of the Senators that had been moſt 


concerned in renewing the Treaty with Ruſſia. 


In 1739, a French Squadron of five Sail, commanded by the 
Marquis D' Antin, arrived in the Baltic, and anchored in the 


Road of Stoctholm With what View this Squadron came, has 


been rather gueſſed at than known; but there was one Circum- 


ſtance attended it, which deſerves particular Notice. The King 


of Sweden preſented the Sword he wore at the Time the Mar- 


quis had his Audience of him to that Officer, with this extra- 
gordinary Compliment; I give you this, Sir, with the greater 
Plaſure, becauſe I om ſure, you will draw it on all Occaſions for 


! draw ours for France. Another 
Event happened in this Year, which likewiſe made much 
Noiſe; the States had taken care to diſcharge the Debts con- 


y li 1 tracted by the late King Charles XII. in Turky, and had em- 


K 3 p:oyed 
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ployed for that Purpoſe, as well as for ſome others perhaps 9 
much greater Importance, one Major Malcolm Sinclair, why 


at... oo 


in his Return was murdered by a Ruſſian Officer near Naum. 
bourg in Sileſia, on the 6th of June, and all his Papers take 
from him, which contributed to heighten the Reſentment 9 
the Swedes againſt that Nation, notwithſtanding the Czarin} 
diſowned in the moſt ſolemn Manner, her having any Concen 
in that Matter. 

The very ſame Day Major Sinclair was murdered, die 


Charles Duke of Hoel/tein Gottorp, who always confidere | 


himſelf as preſumptive Heir to the Crown of Sweden. The 
next Year died the Emperor Charles VI. and Anne Empreſs of 
Ruſſia, which facilitated the Deſigns of thoſe who endeavourel | 


to bring the Swedes to declare that War againſt the Ruſſiar,,| 
which at laſt broke out in the Month of July 1741. the Con. 


fequences of which, are too well known to be dwelt upon here, 
It was attended with nothing but Misfortunes from the be- 


inning ; and while things went ſo ill on the Frontiers, ther 
| a very unlucky Event at Stockholm, which was the | 


Death of the Queen the latter End of November 1741. The 
Stwedes were in hopes that things would have gone — 
the great Revolution in 92 which placed the Empreß 


Elizabeth upon the Throne; but after various Negotiations | 


the War broke out again with greater Heat than ever; and the 


he ha 


after 


Swedes, who had fo often in former times beat the Ruſſian, | 


were now beaten by them over.and over, the beſt Part of their 
Army made Priſoners, and all the Country of Finland loft, 


which reduced them to the hard Neceſſity of making Peace upon 


the beſt Terms they could obtain. 


While this was under Conſideration, the Diet, which ws 


again aſſembled, proceeded in the great Affair of the Succeſſion 
to the Crown, the eſtabliſhing of which they hoped would con- 
tribute to change the melancholy Face of their Affairs. But for 


the preſent this occaſioned new Diviſions, and till greater Þ 
There were four Candidates for the Succeſſion ; tie 


Confuſions. 
firſt was the young Duke of Helſlein Gottorp, ſupported by ma- 
ny of the Nobility, and by a ſtrong Party amongſt the Burgeſſes 


as well as by the whole Order of Peaſants ; the ſecond ws Þ 
Prince Frederick of Heſſe-Caſſel, Nephew to the King, for Þ 


whom all the Clergy declared; the third was the Prince «i 
Denmark, who had a very conſiderable Party; and the fourth 
the Duke of. Deuxports, who is alſo of the Royal Family oi 
Stweden, and had but a ſmall Party. After very warm 


Fates, the Duke of Holſlein was declared Succeſſor, in the 
Month of Octoler 1742, by a Majority of two Votes only T 
' all 
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ond Deputies were named to offer him on certain Conditions 


the Reverſion of the Crown, in hopes he might induce the 


®Czarina to reſtore the grand Dutchy of Finland. But before 
they arrived at Peterſburgh, he had embraced the Greet Reli- 
gion, with a View to the Succeſſion of Rilſſia, to which alſo 
be had a Claim of Hereditary Right. 

* This Scheme having failed of producing its deſired Effect, 
vas followed by Conſequences that were equally unavoida- 
ble and unexpected; for the Peafants that had expreſſed ſuch 
lire Affection for the Houſe of Hol/tein, began with 
the ſame Zeal and Unanimity to eſpouſe the Intereſt of the 
Prince of Denmark, to whom alſo the Clergy ſeemed to lean; 
they likewiſe inſiſted on the calling to a ſevere Account the 
Generals that had commanded the Forces in the two laſt Cam- 
paigns; and thoſe very Perſons that had ſhewn the greateſt 
Warmth in promoting the War with Ruſſia, were now equally 
warm in demanding the Puniſhment of all ſuch as were the 


| Managers of that War. 


et in the midſt of theſe domeſtick Diſputes, Peace appeared 
precarious as ever, and the Diet ſeemed equally unable to 
ear the Thoughts of loſing Finland entirely, or falling upon 


8 
any Expedient for recovering it; except receiving it as an E- 


quivalent from the Hands of the Czarina, with which View 


his Britannick Majeſty having offered his Mediation, the Con- 


_ were continued at Abo. Theſe, at laſt, ended in a 
Treaty, by which Ruſſia conſented to reſtore all that had been 
taken in this War from Sweden, except a ſmall Diſtrict in 
Finland, and to renew the Peace between the two Nations, 
in caſe the States of Sweden ſhould elect Prince Adolphus Fre- 


rick, Adminiſtrator of Helftein and Biſhop of Lubec, Suc- 


ceſſor to the Crown; and in this Caſe the young Duke of 


5 whom 5 had already elected, and who was now 
become hereditary Prince of Sweden, offered to make a ſo- 


| Jemn Reſignation of all his Claim and Right to the Swediſh 


When this Treaty came to be conſidered in the Diet at 


Stoctholm, there aroſe very high Debates ; but at laſt the Con- 


Jideration of the great immediate Advantages which were to 


ubec, and the Pro- 
elected any other 
ucceſſor, brought over all the Orders of the States to this 
ropolition ; and Duke Adolphus was accordingly choſen here- 
uitary Prince and Succeſſor of Sweden, on the 23d of June, 


1743. But while the Diet was thus providing for their pre- 
Fort Peace and future Safety, the 2 took up Arms and 


4 


marched 
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marched directly to the City of Stockholm, under Pretence 9 
ſupporting the Intereſt of the Prince of Denmark, in which 
they perſiſted, whe ning mer © King took all poſſible Me. 
thods to reduce them by fair Means to their Duty. At laß 
the Malecontents attempted by Force to overturn what th; 
King and the States of Sweden had conſented to, which 
obliged his Majeſty, much againſt his Will, to employ Force 
likewiſe, and this too in his capital City; where after a ſhar 
Engagement, in which one of the Senators at the Head 0 
the Kin g's Troops was mortally wounded, the Rebels wer: 
totally defeated, obliged to lay down their Arms and ſubmit 
to the King's Mercy, which was extended to them in the 
8 ample Degree, notwithſtanding the Blackneſs of thei: 

rime. | 

But this extraordinary Inſtance of Royal Clemency, did not 
ſoften the Reſentment of the Peaſants againſt two unfortunate 
Noblemen, viz. Count Loeuwenhaupt and Baron Buddenbri, 
who to ſatisfy them, had been condemned for want of Suc- 
| ceſs in the two laſt Campaigns, and whoſe Execution wz 
now demanded with ſuch Heat, that the moſt merciful Mo. 
narch in the World could not refuſe it. Lieutenant-Gener! 
Baron Budderbrok ſuffered firſt, on the ſixteenth of Fuly in the 
ſame Year ; but Field-Marſhal Count Loeuwenhaupt made hi 
Eſcape, yet was ſoon after retaken ; and notwithſtanding th: 
Nobility and Clergy were inclined to ſpare his Life, th 
Peaſants were ſtill inflexible; and to fatisfy them, he was 2. 
cording to his Sentence beheaded. The King retired to his 
Country Palace, till theſe melancholy, Scenes were over, and the 
Peaſants, gratified in their Revenge, conſented to the EleCtion, 
which being fignified to Duke Adolphus, he went ſoon after 
to Stockholm, where he was received with univerſal Ac- 
clamations. Ms 

The King of Denmark, who for Reaſons that will appez 
in the next Article, had many Motives to diſlike this ſudden 
and extraordinary Elevation of the Houſe of Hol/tein, ani 
who beſides was not a little mortified on the Score of hi 
Son's being ſet aſide to make way for the Biſhop of Lutz; 
began to make ſuch vaſt Military Preparations as ſeemed 9 
ſpeak a Deſign of invading Sweden, and which for ſom: 


Months not only amuſed the North, but all Europe ; yet: 


Czarina found means to lay this Storm, by _— round! 
to the Courts of Stockholm and Copenhagen, that ſhe wou|! 
maintain the Election ſhe had promoted, with the whol! 


Force of her Empire. To eſtabliſh the Peace of the King 
and as $4 e 


8 been diſappointe 
© rence to which it has been ſtrongly ſuſpected, that they in- 
4 clined rather to the Duke of Deuxponts, than to Prince Adol- 
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3 dom more effectually, it was thought highly requiſite, that 
the new Prince Succeſſor ſhould ma 


„and accordingly he eſ- 
ouſed the Princeſs Louiſa Ulrica, Siſter to the King of Pruſſia, 


4 y whom he has already two Sons. 


The 1 Party in this Kingdom, are thought to have 


in their Views as to the Succeſſion; in Refe- 


phus of Holftemn ; but after this great Point was once ſettled, 


and the Prince Succeſſor arrived in Sweden, they made their 
Court to him with ſuch Succeſs, that it was not long be- 
fore the World became ſenfible, that either his Royal High- 
neſs had embraced their Principles, or thought proper to wear 
© the Appearance of having adopted them, in order to rendec 
® himſelf popular. In this, it may be, he went farther than 
vas neceſſary, ſince it is agreed that his own and his Con- 
ſort's Behaviour has been ſo full of Rectitude and Affability, 
that without eſpouſing any Party 
Z attracted the Eſteem, and ſecured the Affections of the Peo- 
ple. But Count Gyllenburgh, who was the Head of the Country 
Party in Sweden, was a Man of fo 
how to place the Notions he had eſpouſed in ſo fair a Light, 
that we need not wonder he 
Prince, whoſe Virtues, Sincerity, ar] Candour, made him the 
more ready to believe, what with great Addreſs was repre- 
ſented to him as the true Intereſts of the Nation. 
Incident contributed not a little to fix him in theſe Opinions, 
and that was the Reſolution taken by the governing Party 
in Sweden, to fall in with the Views of his Pruſſian M 

in order to which, a Treaty 
two Crowns, which has been ſince concluded and ratified by 


the Conſent of the Diet, and to which the Crown of France 
has alſo acceded. 


Maxims, they might have 


great Parts, and knew 


ga'ned an Aſcendant over a 


Another 


ajeſty ; 
was ſet on foot between the 


It was very natural that this Conduct in the Prince Suc- 


ceſſor ſhould not be well reliſhed in Ruſſia, where from the 
Jealouſies entertained firſt of the Marquis de Botta, next of 
the Marquis de la Chetardie and Baron Mard:feldt, and laſt of 
Mr. D'Allion, it was very apparent that ſo cloſe an Inter- 
2 courſe with the Courts of Verſailles and Berlin, muſt of Ne- 


ceſſity create Suſpicions. 


But notwithſtanding every Method 


poſſible has been tryed by Letters from the Czarina and 
the Imperial Prince, to give another Turn to his Royal High- 
geſs's Sentiments, he has hitherto remained firm to the Party 
de embraced fo early; tho' at the ſame time he has in the 
moſt publick Manner acknowledged his Obligations to tha 
? Czarinag 
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Czarina, and profeſſed the _ perſonal Regard and Eſteem 
1 


for her Imperial Majeſty, conſiſtent with what he takes to be 
his Duty and Intereſt in purſuing the Welfare of the $8. 
diſh Nation. It was thought, that upon the Death of Coun; 
Gyllenburgh, ſome Alteration might have happened ; but the 
long Illneſs of that great Miniſter, who in the midit of Bodily 
Pains and Infirmities retained not only his Abilities, but his 
Party-Engagements to the very laſt, gave him an Opportunity 
of preparing every thing in Favour of Count Tin his intend. 
ed Succeſſor. | 
It is true, that the Court of Ruffia took a very briſk Step to 
prevent the Promotion of this Nobleman, by charging him 
with being an Enemy to the Harmony and good Underſtanding 
between the two Crowns, which however had not the Success 
that was expected from it. For the Diet being at that Time 
fitting, Count Teſin took in Appearance a Reſolution of quit- 
ting all his Employments ; previous to this, he defired his 
Conduct might be examined by the States, in which he thewed 
himſelf as wiſe and able a bla as his Predeceſſor, ſince he 
foreſaw that this muſt either open a Way to a ſafe and honour- 
able Retreat, or elſe bring the States of the Kingdom to 
eſpouſe his Intereſt as their own, and make his Elevation to 
the Poſt of Preſident of the Chancery an Act of the Diet. 
To puſh this more effectually, the Diſcovery of a new Plot 
was ſet on foot, to which the wild and unguarded Expreſſions 
of an inconſiderable and deſperate Man, gave the Colour of 
Truth; and this was ſo well managed, that after a formal 
Tryal and Conviction, this Perſon was executed AHuguſt 9, 
1747, at Stockholm ; and others who were ſtiled his Accom- 
plices were likewiſe puniſhed, but not with ſo great Severity. At 
length the Report of the ſecret Committee having been made 
entirely in his Favour, Count Teſſin was raiſed to the Pot 
beforementioned, with all the Circumſtances of Honour and 
Reputation that a Subject could receive. All Things from 
that Time have gone in the ſame Channel into which they 


were turned by Count Gyllenburgh, and to intereſt all Ranks 
and Degrees of People in the Nation more effectually in ſup- 
port of the new Syſtem, three Orders of Knighthood have 
been inſtituted or revived, wiz. the Seraphim, the Sword, | 


ana the North Star; fo that it is not eaſy to conceive a Poli- 


tical Plan, either better contrived or more diſcreetly executed 


than this has been. His Swediſh Majeſty, who is now the 


oldeſt Monarch in Europe, has been rather paſſive in thele 
extraordinary Tranſactions than forward, agreeable to the Calm- 


neſs of his Temper, to the unſettled State of his Health, and 


o 


1 univerſally beloved, or that Heaven 
beyond the nay, rare even of his Phyſicians, in com- 
pliance with the Vo 


but by conſulting the 

right Notion of its Government without being acquainted 

with the Temper and Manners of the Inhabitants. The Swedes 

have, like other Nations, good and bad Properties; they are 
2 unqueſtionably as brave, as hardy, and as patient as an Pe 


N reduced, yet the 
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Y his declining Years ; but has all along behaved in a manner 
that has preſerved to him the utmoſt Reſpect, as well as the 
Z moſt ſincere and hearty 


Affections of his People. 
His Reign has been one of the mildeſt with which this, or 


indeed any other People were ever bleſſed ; he has always ſhewn 
a true Concern for whatever related to the good of his People; 
has promoted, to the utmoſt of his Power, every Project that 
7 tended either to heighten or to ſecure their Felicity; and has 
never diſcovered any Backwardneſs or want of Spirit, but 
when he was unwilling to lend the Colour of his Authorit 

to thoſe Acts of Party Violence, which as a wiſe, a — 4 
and an humane Prince, he could not but in his Heart diſa 


prove. It is therefore not at all Ages =_ = ” — 
ould lengthen his Life 


ws and Prayers of his Subjects, who re- 
gard him with all the Tenderneſs due to a common Parent. 
Thus we have given a large Account of the Affairs of 


Z Sweden, from that Ara, at which ſhe firſt began to make a Figure 
amongſt the Powers of Europe, down to the preſent Times; 
and have ſhewn how ſhe extended, and how ſhe loſt her Do- 
Z minions, how ſhe changed her Conſtitution, and from being 
limited, became an abſolute, and now a limited Monarchy 
© again. All which Circumſtances the Reader will find not 
only requiſite to the underſtanding what we have to ſay of 
the political Intereſts of this Nation, but alſo highly uſeful 
in reſpe& to the remaining Hiſtory 
as almoſt every remarkable Event therein, at leaſt for ſeveral 


of the North, inaſmuch 


Ages paſt, is ſome Way or other connected with the Affairs 


of this Kingdom; ſo that the Room we have taken in this, 
Z will enable us to be more conciſe in the ſucceeding Articles, 


without rendering them in the leaſt obſcure by that Con- 


ciſeneſs. 


As there was no Ty of learning the Intereſt of Sweden, 
iſtory, ſo it is impoſſible to form a 


eople 


in the World, which qualified them for making excellent Soldiers; 
and as they were diſciplined and intermixed with Foreigners of 
all Countries, who had either ſignalized themſelves by Skill or 
Courage in Service, this in the Space of a few Years rendered 
their Armies j y famous; and tho* their Force is much 
| roops they have are as good as ever. They 
| arc 


1 
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are likewiſe moſt ' ſincerely zealous for the Proteitant Religion 
according to the Lutheran Doctrine, which is not only the 
Faith by Law eſtabliſhed, but the only one tolerated in that 
Kingdom. The Nobility, Gentry, and better ſort of People, 
have all a Tincture of Learning, and very few have more; 
they have always been eſteemed loyal to their Princes, and 
have generally ſhewn themſelves hearty Friends to Liberty, 
tho' they have been ſometimes miſtaken about it, and yet hate 
perſiſted obſtinately in their Miſtakes. 

As to the Vices of the Swedes, they are at leaſt as conſpi. 
cuous as their Virtues; they have a Fickleneſs in their Tem. © 
pers, which proves equally fatal to them in the Purſuit c er 
Politicks or Learning; they have a great Proportion of Vanity, © 25 / 
which diſplays itſelf particularly in Furniture and Equipage; Aff. 
for as to thoſe Expences that make no Shew, theſe People ar © 


by Nature little addicted to them. But the Vice predomi. — 
nant among them is Envy, directed more eſpecially againt co 


Strangers, who if they thrive in Trade, at Court, or in tie f 
Army, fills the People with an unaccountable Malice and 

Diſpleaſure. And the ſame bad Turn they are apt to tale Pari 
even againſt their own Countrymen, more eſpecially if they 

ſpring from a low Beginning, or riſe at too quick a Rat. F. *, 
They are not much inclined to Manufactures, nor have they f 
any true Genius for Trade, though they have good Ships and C 
ſkilful Seamen; but they are ſuſpicious, eſpecially where Fo. 2 f 
reigners are concerned, and ſo very impatient if Things d Dis 
not immediately ſucceed, that there ſeems to be no grit d 
Reaſon to apprehend their very ſoon acquiring an extenſive: 


| . two 
Commerce, or conſequently their becoming a maritime Powe; by t 
but on the other hand, it may be preſumed, they will in FF, 
a go that Naval Strength which they have already acquire, Þ 
and for the fupport of which, as well as for all other Thing gre 


uſeful or neceſſary to the Publick, the Laws have made 
competent Proviſion in Sweden. | 1 
After confidering this fair and impartial Character of de the, 
Swediſh Nation, we need not be at all ſurprized at the T * {- 
rious Revolutions to which their Government has been fut- þ 3 
ject. The Love of Freedom has been, to ſay the Truth! the 
their reigning Paſſion ; and not being always able to ſee q Jof; 
diſtinctly how thoſe Evils might be cured, which they we 2 
enough diſcerned did not become a brave Naticn to enduit,! zn 
they took ſuch Methods as were dictated either by their π wit 
Deſpair, or they were adviſed to by ſuch as undertook to p: gy 
cure their Deliverance. But {till 2 were ſome ſhort Ma ſecr 


ims, and ſome fundamental Articles of Government, _ Co 
8 * I 4 
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ly the nch they never departed, and upon which they grounded 
. that that e ee which took Place after they ſhook off the 
cople, FF gke of Denmark, and beſtowed the Crown upon Guſtavus 
more aſa, from whom their Kings are deſcended, Amongſt theſe 
„ and fundamental Points, the two moſt material were the preſerv- 
erty, ing the Legiſlative Power entirely to the States of the King- 
t have dom, and ſo much of the Executive as was thought expe- 
dient for the publick Good in the Hands of the Senate; upon 
onſpi. Zwhich two Columns they conceived the Structure of their 
. Common-wealth might always reſt, without danger of Sub- 
ut c N verſion. 
ant), as for the States of the Kingdom, the uſual Time of their 
Page; Aſſembly is once in three Years, or oftener, if the Affairs of 
"or the Kingdom require it. The Letters for calling them to- 
; W 


gether are ſent to the Governors of the ſeveral Provinces, 
gant into which the Kingdom is divided; who thereupon write 
to each Nobleman and Gentleman of their Province, and to 
de al tze Biſhops, who cauſe the ſame to be publiſhed in all the 
o tale pariſ Churches. The Body of the Nobility and Gentry are 
repreſented by one of each Family, of which there are above 
Nate. Za thouſand in Sweden, and with them, that is in the Chamber 
e they of Nobles, the Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, Major, and one 
ps ant Captain of each Regiment, fit and vote. For the Clergy, beſides 
the Biſhops and Super-intendants; in each rural Deanery, or 
ngs d FDiftrict containing ten Pariſhes, one is choſen and maintain- 
) 8 ed at the Charge of the Electors; theſe make a Body of about 
tenſnr two hundred. The Repreſentatives of the Burghers are choſen 
owe; by the Magiſtrates and Common Council of each Corporation, 
ill not of which Stockholm ſends four, other Places two, and ſome one, 
gui, who make in all about one hundred and fifty. The Pea- 
Thing © {ants of each Diſtrict chuſe one of their own Guality to ap- 
nade * 7 pear for them, whoſe Charges they bear, and give him In- 
45 ſtructions about ſuch Matters, as they think need Redreſs; 


ttztey are, generally ſpeaking, about two hundred and fifty. 
me 15 At their firſt Meeting the King is preſent with the Ken, 
Tau ind the Preſident of the Chancery makes them a Speech on 


c | F the part of his Majeſty, in which he gives them a ſhort Account 
208 ifs of what has happened fince their laſt Meeting, and of the prin- 
* Fa ipal Points they are called together to conſult about; and after 
encu "i an Anſwer given by the Speaker of each of the four Orders, they 
= _ withdraw to their reſpective Houſes, where each elects out of its 
2 on Body a certain Number of Members to make up the 
; fron} F ſecret Committee, that prepare and digeſt Matters for the 
nf Conſideration of the States. Each of the ſeveral Orders has a 

; nega- 
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negative Voice, but in their reſpective Houſes the Majority d 
Votes abſolutely decides the Buſineſs. 

The Reaſon that the Military Officers have in Right of thei; 
Commiſſions a Seat in the Diet is, becauſe the Army makes ; 
Part of the Conſtitution ; the Officers are for Life, and have 
Eſtates in Land, which are let at Rents equivalent to their Pay; 
and being generally Men of good Families beſide, there ar: 
no Inconveniencies to be feared from their having Seats in 
the Diet. As there are no Diſſenters in Sweden of any Deng. 
mination whatever, this obliges their Princes to court the 
Clergy very much. The Houſe of Burgeſſes is commonly 
well-affefted to the Crown, and remarkably moderate in their 
Proceedings. The Peaſants, on the contrary, are often very 
warm and very obſtinate; and they may be conſidered, to uſt 
a Phraſe adapted to our own Conflitution, as the Country In. 
tereſt in Sweden, or rather, as the more modern Expreſſion 
is, the Landed Intereſt; and on that Account have great Re. 
card paid them. Each of the Houſes have a Right to repreſer: 
their reſpective Grievances to the King, who gives ſeparatch 
ſuch Anſwers as he thinks proper; and at the Concluſion of the 


Diet wy Member of the Orders of the Clergy, Burgeſſes and 


Peaſants, has an Extract given him of their whole Proceedings 
and the King's Anſwer to their Grievances, which he carrie 
home to his — 

The Senate hath not only Authority to adviſe the King in 
all Buſineſs of Importance, but may likewiſe admoniſh, and 
even over-rule him, in caſe he attempts any thing contrary 
to Law; and without the Concurrence of the Senate he can 
undertake nothing of Importance. They take an Oath d 
Fidelity to the Kingdom, and are accountable for their Con- 
duct to the States, who, in caſe they diſapprove the Behaviour 
of any of them, may, though it be very ſeldom done, remove 
them. In the three laſt Reigns their Power was much leſſenec, 
and in ſome Meaſure taken *away, but it is now reſtored, and 
made a fundamental Part of the Conſtitution. They havethe 
Direction of the Revenue, and in caſe of the King's Abſence 


from his Dominions, they have the executive Power entirely . 


in their Hands. The King appoints all Military Officers under 
the Degree of Colonel; but in appointing Officers of that, or d 


a ſuperior Rank, he muſt have the Conſent of the Senate; and 


the ſame is neceſſary in framing and publiſhing Proclamations and 
other Acts of State. 

It appears clearly from hence, that the Royal Power in Sus 
den is as much limited as in any Country in the World; and the 
annulling all Pretence to arbitrarv, independeni, or 1 * 

11¹ 


ity of 


their 
kes 1 
have 
Pay; 
e are 
its in 
Jeno- 
t the 
nonh 
theit 
ven 
to uſe 
ry In. 
reſſion 
t Re. 
reſent 
ratcly 


of the 


es and 


dings 
Carries 


ing in 
and 
ntrary 
je can 
ath &f 
Con- 
AVIOur 
emove 
flencd, 
d, and 
ave the 
bſence 


ntirely ). 


3 under 
, or of 
> ; and 
ons and 


n Sete. 
and the 
r abſo- 


Jus 


[ 63 ] 


1 jute Power in the Crown, is alſo become a fundamental Law. 
So that the Incroachments of Charles XI. who made uſe of 
the States to weaken and controul the Senate, and of Charles 


XII. who flighted and diſregarded the States themſelves to ſuch 


© a Degree, as to talk of ſending one of his old Boots to direct 
them in their Deliberations, have proved the Means of reſtoring 
© the old Government to its full Vigour, and taught the Swedes 
to put their Conſtitution on as right as well as regular an Eſta- 
© bliſhment, as any that occurs either in antient or modern Hi- 


ſtory. Nor is there at preſent much Probability, that the Crown 


© will ever acquire ſuch a Degree of Power as is requiſite to alter 
it in any material Point. 


The Revenue of the Crown, or rather Kingdom of Sweden, 


f has been very much leſſened by the repeated Misfortunes 
ſuſtained during the long War in the Reign of the late King, 
and that which has happened under his preſent Majeſty againit 


© Ruſſia. But however, as the Expences of the Government 
have alſo been leſſened, there ſtill remains a competent Pro- 
viſion for the King's Civil and Military Lifts, and whatever 
Selſe is requiſite for the Publick Service; ſo that while their Fi- 
© ances are regularly and frugally managed, they will always 
de able to maintain their Government in ſuch a Condition as 


not to ſtand at all in Need of Subſidies from Foreign Courts, 


For to be apprehenſive in any Degree of Invaſions from their 
Neighbours. 

| hey are likewiſe in leſs Danger of ſuffering by a long Peace 
than moſt other Nations, becauſe they conſtantly keep up a great 
Body of regular Troops, and that without any Danger to their 
Liberties. For the Army in Sweden is the Army of the King- 
dom, and every Foot Soldier is maintained by his own Free- 
hold, aſſigned him by the Conſtitution ; and from hence, as has 
been obſerved, is derived ;the Right of their Officers to fit and 


vote in the Diet, becauſe they are poſſeſſed, as Officers, of fo 


arge a Landed Property therein, an Eſtate for the Mainte- 
nance of a Colonel being worth three hundred Pounds Sterli 


a Year, and fo in Proportion. From whence we may eaſily dif- 


cern, that no Sort of Argument can be drawn from this Prac- 
ice in Sueden, to countenance the admitting military Officers 
into the Diets, States, or Parliaments of other Countries, where 


their Circumſtances are quite different from what they are Here. 


Z There is another Convenience which reſults to the Swedes from 
This wiſe Settlement of their Militia, which is, that the Laws are 
Earded by the Soldiers; who, as they derive their Property from 
neir preſent Conſtitution, will be always Friends to it, and Enemies 
89 ſuch as ſhall labour to overturn it, whether Miniſters or Fo: 
1 | Ple, 
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pel, as appeared plainly in the Caſe of the laſt Infurre&ig,, 


when the Army remained firm to their rag and will very 
robably appear in direct Oppoſition to his Meaſures, if any 
Prince E ſhould attempt to extend his Power beyond tt: 
Limits of the Law. And it is chiefly upon theſe Reaſons thy 
I ground my Opinion of Sweden remaining in a State of quie 
Settlement at Home for many Years to come, eſpecially now th; 
Succefſion is regulated, and the hereditary Prince of Sweden i; 
bleſt with Ifſuc Male. Let us next look to her Situation 2. 
broad, and in regard to other Countries. 
The Intereſts of Sweden are ſo changed at preſent from why 
they were at the Time Baron Puffendorff wrote about then, 


that how excellent ſoever his Diſcourſes might be in the 


Times, they can now be of little Uſe; and, perhaps, inite:{ 
of being ſerviceable they contribute to miſlead us. The Sued. 
who in former Ages had very little to do with the Turks, ar 


bound at preſent to maintain the Engagements they have er. 


tered into with them, in order to ſecure their Friendſhip in 


caſe of a War with Ruſſia. Their Intereſt with regard to th: © E 


laſt mentioned Power cannot eafily be ſtated. As long as th: 
Swedes are inclined to think Peace abſolutely neceſſary, they wil 
live in ſtrict Correſpondence with this Empire; but if ever the 
ſhould entertain different Sentiments, and deſire to recover the: 


fine Provinces which formerly were annexed to their Kingdom 
and made the moſt valuable Part of their Dominions, they ma 


poſſibly find ſome favourable Opportunity of breaking with tie 
Court of Peterſburg; yet this muſt be done with great Caution, 


and ſuch an Opportunity, as Things now ſtand, looks as if | 


was at a very great Diſtance. | 
But as to any Danger that the Swedes are in from th! 
pom Power of the Ruſſians, it ſeems to be much magnifel 


y thoſe who would be thought to apprehend it, ſince it“ A 
very evident, that the Ryſſhans are more concerned to improe 


what they have, than to acquire new Countries. Beſides, tht 
very Loſſes of the Swedes on the Side of Ruſſia, has been 2. 


tended with ſome Advantages elſewhere. In the firſt Place it hz} | 


left no Room for Diſputes between them and the Poles ; it h 
Ae the King of Pruſſia a new Intereſt, ſo that it is highly p- 


able he will rather contribute to preſerve the Swed:/þ Dominion} F* 


in Germany, than endeavour to get them into his own Hand, 
as having more to hope from the Friendſhip of the Swedes, thi} 
from the ſmall Acceſſion of Strength which would accrue t} 
him, by getting what they ſtill have in Pomerania added to | 
Territories: It is the ſame thing in reſpe& to Denmark ; a 


though there has been a long Hatred between the People of thot 
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em both unconſidered; and that the only Way for them to 
de reſpected, is to live in the cloſeſt and ſtricteſt Friendſhip, 
Which while they do, no Foreign Power will be able to hurt, 
gr inclined probably to provoke them. 
The Swedes have for a long Series of Years had a very cloſe 
Connection with the French, grounded chiefly on "Treaties of 
ubſidy, and a ſuppoſed Correſpondence between their In- 
tercſts ; but at the Bottom this Union has been really of the 
igheit Prejudice to Sweden, as creating much larger Expen- 
s than the French Subſidies amount to, and being attended 


pitch many other and great Inconveniences; and in reſpect 


d the latter, as the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria is fo 
uch declined, and her Views ſo manifeſtly altered ſince 
the beginning of the preſent Century, the Swedes can have 
Dothing to fear from her on that Account, or to hope or to 
&pect from France. 

Their Obligations to the maritime Powers, but more eſpe- 
ially to Great Britain, have been frequent and conſiderable; 
p that Experience, as well as general Maxims of Policy, will 
probably incline them to a conſtant Cultivation of that Friend- 
vp which has ſo long ſubſiſted with thoſe Powers, and which 
Fill be always neceſſary, conſidering the great Effects their Squa- 
Tons are capable of producing whenever they appear in the 
Ballick. 

+ The Intereſt which Sweden had in Germany is much leſ- 
ned, but perhaps it is ſtill as uſcful, and of as great Conſe- 


Pence to the Nation as ever, ſince they yet preſerve a Scat in 


de Diet of Ratiſlon, are highly conſidered by the Proteſtant 
wers in the Empire, and have, or may have for their faſt 
riends now, thoſe who were formerly their bittereſt Enemies. 
As to Spain, Portugal, Italy, and other diſtant Countries, tho 
Peir Alliances may be honourable, yet they can hardly be very 
W:ful to the Crown of Sweden. 
On the whole we may venture to aſſert, that in her pre- 
Ent Circumſtances Sweden can only follow one of theſ.: three 
Fourſcs. She may, if ſhe pleaſes, attend to reſtoring the 
ward Strength of her People, increaſing their Manuſactures 
d extending their Commerce, in which caſe ſhe muſt ſtudy to 
clerve Peace with all her Neighbours, which may be caſil 
ied; and will perhaps prove the ſafeſt, ſureſt, and ſpœedieſt 
P ay of repairing her Loſſes, and reſtoring her Credit, without 
nz obliged to France, or any other Nation for Subſidies, 
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She may attach herſelf to Ruſſia in ſupport of the Intereſt q = 
the Houſe of Ho//tein, and in that Caſe ſhe will perhaps E + 
able to extend her Trade through that Empire to Berfia a fort 
may likewiſe reap other Advantages from her Aſſiſtance, if an m 
Change ſhould happen in the preſent Circumſtances of the Po/]-a ©! 
of Europe. 

Or, laſtly, ſhe may throw her Weight into the oppoſy him 
Scale, and in Conjunction with Denmark, Pruſſia, France, i 
perhaps Poland, eſtabliſh a Balance of Power againſt Ruſk, 
which it is not impoſſible may likewiſe be attended with fon: 
Advantages. But without doubt, the firſt is the wiſeſt Court held 
and to ſay the Truth, if all the Powers of the North we 5 
united, it would not only prove for their common Benefit, du 


Hom Advantages would hkewiſe reſult from thence to ere 28 
tate in particular, and to none greater than to Sweden. Tin: WI. 
al 


will ſhew how far theſe Maxims are underſtood in that Counts, 
and will, I dare fay, abundantly juſtify the Reaſonableneß t 
theſe Conjectures as to the future, and the Impartiality of ti B 
Account we have given of the preſent Intereſts of this Crom WW 

and Nation. 1 2 


En Ar. V. ber 


Je Revolutions that have happened in DEN MA e. 


the modern Hiſtory, the preſent Conſtitution, t. 
litical Intereſts, and particular Views of tia, 
Crown. Haran 


A the Kings of Sweden affect to ſtile themſelves Ki three 
of the Geths and Vandals, to perpetuate the Memory 


ſo the Daniſb Monarch might aſſume the Title of King 
the Cimbrians and Teutons, the former of which had alm 
overturned the Roman Commonwealth when in the Zenith « 
its Power, and the latter eſtabliſhed themſelves in Germany a 
Gaul. After the Irruption of theſe Nations the Futes took Pet 
ſeſſion of their old Territories, who beſtowed their Names up 
that Part of the Continent which remains under the Power 
the Daniſh Kings, and is from thence ſtiled Jutland. It ed! 
towards the Cloſe of the tenth Century, that theſe People ir. 
came Chriſtians. Swerr2n, or, as we call him, Stuain Ning ee. In 
Denmark, made himſelf Maſter of a great Part of Erla 25 
and left a very extenſive Monarchy to his Son Cauute, or, 5 
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Crow Woman, who has been juſtly ſtiled the Semiramis of the North. 


Her Name was Margaret, and her Son Olaus VI. King of Den- 
mark, and Heir apparent to Sweden, dying without Iſſue, ſhe 
ſucceeded him in the Poſſeſſion of one Kingdom, and in his 


M ARK, 
on, ft 
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held it not long; for the 


$ DE 
Danes call him, Xnute, firnamed the Great. His Son Harold, 


who from his extraordinary Swiftneſs had the firname of Hare- 
f Feat, was King of England, but by an Error very common a- 


mong{t Northern Nations, the Danes loſt their Dominions by 
dividing them. Waldemar the Firſt, who was crowned Ano 
Dom. 1157, took the Title of King of the Vandals, and made 
himſelf Maſter of the greateſt Part of Pomerania. His Son 
Canutus VI. conquered Livonia, and introduced the Chriſtian 


Religion there. He was ſucceeded by his Son VLaldemar the 


Second, who conquered a 2 Part of the Lower Germany, but 

nhabitants of Pomerania and Meck- 
Imburgh revolted, the People of Holſtein elected a Prince 
of their own ; and the Teutonic Knights made themſelves Ma- 
ſters of E/thonia and Livonia; after which, the Power of this 


Kingdom was in a great Meaſure broken, as well by civil 


Wars at home, as by the Advantages gained over them by their 


Neighbours. 


But notwithſtanding this reverſe of Fortune, it once more 
recovered its former Grandeur, and this by the Abilities of a 


Pretenſions to the other. It is true, that ſhe was oppoſed by 
bert, who took the Title of King of Sweden ; but having de- 


feated him, and made him Priſoner, ſhe compelled the Swedes 
to acknowledge her for their Queen. 


This great and wiſe Prin- 
cels Anno Dom. 1395, aſſembled at Calmar the States of Swe- 


den, Norway and Denmark, and there perſwaded by her eloquent 
Harangues, they 


framed and ſettled that Conſtitution which 
has been ſince ſtiled the Union of Calmar. It conſiſted of 


es Kite three principal Articles: Firſt, that theſe three Kingdoms 
mo; could for the future conſtitute one cleQive Monarchy, and upon 
e Wor. the Demiſe of the reigning Prince the Succeſſor was to be 
King choſen by the equal Suffrages of all three Nations; the ſe— 
ad an ond, that each Kingdom ſhould be governed by its own Laws, 
Zenith « leſended by its own Troops, by whom all the principal For- 
a, reſſes were to be garriſoned, and no Stranger to be preferred 
took Pv a civil or military Employment from any Motive, or upon 


unes As any Pretence whatever ; the third, that the General Dict, 
y 30 ompoſed of the States of all the three Kingdoms, ſnould be 
: * ed for the future at Heln/tadt, in the Province of Halland. 
cones 


This Conſtitution, which was intended to unite inſeparably 
he Intereſts of the Northern Crowns, proved (fo uncertain a 
hing is human Policy) the Cauſe of greater Diſſention, and in 

WE 


Con- 
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Conſequence of that of more cruel and bloody Wars that 


even thoſe which had been excited in former Ages. 155 

Thete laſted for about two hundred Years, when the Da; Mo! 
having elected Chri/ticrn I. Count of Oldenbourg, he was all; in 1 
through the Intrigues of the then Archbiſhop of Up/e!, ele ſeit 
King of Sweden, by which the Union of Cabnar was revived. | © 
but it was not long before the Swedes threw off the Dan dt 
Yoke again; and this Prince dying, left his Dominions a by a 
Pretenſions to his Son John, who after a troubleſome Reign MW! = 
thirty-two Ycars, in which he was never able to reduce t. eat 
Swedes, deceaſed April 12th, 1513. He was ſucceeded by u Date 
Son Chri/tiern II. who for his Luxury, Cruelty, and ode Pd 
abominable Vices, was juſtly ſtiled the Nero of the Neri, 
He vindicated the Claim of his Family to the Crown of Swe WF" de 
with great Warmth, and at length, partly by force, and partir. Fr 
by favour, actually obtained the Poſſeſſion of that Kingdom (the 
and on the iſt of November, 1520, was ſolemnly crowned : jim, 
Stockholm. In order to ſecure himſelf from all future Rebellia: g!“ © 
he took the Advantage of that Solemnity, and cauſed the wh: t 
Nobility of Sweden to be maſſacred at once. This rende 
him ſo generally hated by the Swedes, that it was not loi ue 
before they forced him to retire out of their Country. Ups nd 
his return to Denmark, his Debauchery, his Oppreſſion, a: Frinc 
his blood-thirſty Diſpoſition, excited an univerſal Abhorrence, oi 
that ſeveral Provinces, and more eſpecially Jutland, which wlll! 
the moſt conſiderable in his Dominions, revolted, and : oy 
length the States unanimouſly reſolved to depoſe this tyrannic 4. 
Prince as an Enemy to Mankind. "a 

The preſent Royal Family of Denmark was raiſed to iﬀ ; ©! 
Dignity in the Year 1523, by the free Choice of the Pep: * : 
when they drove out their King * Chri/tiern II. before mo OT 
tioned, and placed in his ſtead Frederick Duke of Holſtein, | * 
Uncle, on the Throne of Denmark, who by confirming b t Ta 
great Privileges of the Nobility and Clergy, maintained hint 155 \ 
in poſſeſſion of the Kingdom to the Time of his Death, wi Tr 
happened after a Reign of ten Years, and left the Crown ! X 
his Son Chri/tiern III. in whoſe Time the Reformation col 15 


Place, and the Lutheran Religion was by Law cftabliine! ly... > 
this Country. Frederick II. ſucceeded his Father in 1559, 4 
was engaged in a long War with Sweden, which ended hon 
ever in 1570, by a Peace concluded under the Mediation oft 
Emperor, and the Kings of France and Poland; he died 
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1588, when his Son Chri/tiern IV. aſcended the Throne This 
Monarch governed much longer than any of his Predeceſſors, and 
in Times full of Calamity and Trouble. He firſt engaged him- 
f-if in the Wars of Germany againſt the Houſe of Auſtria; 
und in the latter part of his Reign he broke with the S$tvcd-s, 


irs tht 


e Dana 
vas alſo 


, eled 


revived: . x : 
De, bit was very untortunate in that War, which was terminatcd 
- Hil . 5 
ons 2 by a Peace made in 1645, whereby the Danes were obliged 
| Gy / , . P = 
deien oP give up the Province of Halland to the Stuedes for thirty 
1 ty E Years, ana were alſo conſtrained to abate the Poll, which the 
Dab paid for paſſing the Saund, in Conſideration of the 
] hy IK * . © 1 . — 1 * 

: Aſfſtance furniſhed them by the Republick, after which 


nd othe 
e Nert; 
f Swe; 
nd part 
ingdon, 
wncd : 


Ihe King governed in Peace till the Year 1649, in waich 
he deceaſed. 

| Frederick III. was engaged by the Dutch to break with 
the Swedes in 1657, which had like to have proved fatal to 
him, as has been already ſhewn in the Reign of Cyarles Cuſia- 
ru of Stoeden, who belieged Copenhagen; and if it had not been 


Alias 
anger [for the powerful Interpoſition of the Dutch, had very probably 
renden ten the City, which he reduced to great Extremitics. At 
_—— | Juncture however it was, that the King, who notwith- 
. Upo [fanding his Misfortuncs, was certainly as wiſe and brave a 
ion, an Frince as any of his Time, found Means to change the Conſti- 
rrencei tation of Denmark, and from one of the moſt Ii mited and pre- 
hich vw: 71945, made it the moſt abſolute Sovercignty in Errope. Ac- 
1 cerling to their old Form of Government, the whole Power 
rande the Nation was lodged in the Gentry or Nobility, for 
between theſe, there was in thoſe Times no Diſtinction, 
3: 46 0 Lyery Gentleman was a kind of Prince in his own Eſtate, and 
e Peri: Farmers and Countrymen were very little better than Slaves, 
re bey ſent, however, their Repreſentatives to the General Dict, 
lie, where they had very little more to do than to give their Conſent 
ming ü to Taxes, by which they were oppreſſed to ſuch a Degree, that 
1 3 be juſtly eſteemed the moſt wretched People upon 
arth. 
„ The Nobility formed a diſtindt Body in the States ol tho 
dien Ningdom, and without their Advice the King could do no- 
»lithed t . of Importance; ſo that in Time of Peace he was very 
558, 2 * better than Preſident of the Council, and in Lime of 
Jed ben er no more than General of the Army. The Succefſion 
»n of oy © Crown too was very precarious; for though the Son 
e Cied! ſucceeded the Father, yet as it was by the Conſent of the 
Mobility, the Monarchy was ſtrictly ſpeaking elective, tho? 
a Appearance hereditary. It is not at all wonderful that a 
0 ing ſhould be extreamly uncaſy in ſuch Circumſtances, or 


F 3 that 


70 
that he ſhould deſire to fix himſelf and his Family in an eaſiet 
and better Situation; but it is truely amazing, that after loſing 
a great part of his Dominions, and under Circumſtances 9 


the greateſt Diſtreſs, a King ſhould be able to do this with. 


out any Foreign Force, without Bloodſhed, and in leſs th 
a Week's Time; which however was what this Prince projeg. 
ed and happily atchieved. As this is by far the moſt remark. 


able Event in the whole Compaſs of the Daniſb Hiſtory, it ;Þþ 


neceſſary it ſhould be conſidered more particularly. 


In the Year 1660, immediately after Peace was reſtored, 


when the Nation was almoſt undone by the Misfortunes x. 
tending a tedious and bloody War, a 
called to conſider of the proper Means for re-eſtabliſhins 


Affairs, and enabling the People to recover their Loſſes. T! 


Means of doing this was far enough from being eaſy, ab 
the King foreſaw there would be Diſputes upon this Subjed 


in the Diet; he therefore took Care to have it inſinuated o 
ſome of the Clergy, and to the Preſident of Copenhagn, 
Speaker of the Commons, that the Thing might be vel 


enough brought about, it every Body would do their Par, 


as they had ſeen the King do in the Time of the Siege. 


The Commons therefore by their Speaker laid before the No. 
bility the wretched Condition of the Kingdom, and the Im. 


poſſibility there was of finding Money even for neceſlar 
Expences, if they did not conſent to bear their Proportion d 


them. 


The Nobility, who were very numerous, and not at all a- 


prized of the Intrigue, dealt with the Commons very roundly, 


they told them, that it was veryhigh Preſumption to pretent 
to enquire into their Privileges, and that it ſhowed great 


Ignorance of their own Condition; for their Vaſſals ther 
were, and Vaſſals they ſhould remain. The Speaker of the 
Commons then roſe up and told the Lords, that ſince the 
would do nothing towards preſerving their Privileges, the; 
were unworthy to enjoy them; that their Anſwer to the 
reaſonable Requeſt of the Commons, was equally inſolent an! 
cruel ;' and that though they could not make themſelves noble, 
the Nobility ſhould find to their Coſt, they could bring th! 
Weight of Subjection to fall as heavy upon other People z 
hitherto it had lain upon themſelves. 

After ſaying this, he went. out, followed by the Common: 
and the Clergy to a Man, retiring to a Hall in the City which 
had been provided for that Purpoſe, where they came to a quick 
Reſolution of devolving their own Authority upon the it, 
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They went accordingly to Court, and demanded an Audience 
of his Majeſty, to which they were immediately admitted; a 
Biſhop and the Speaker of the Commons, having ſet forth that 
the preſent Conſtitution did not in their Opinions anſwer the 
Ind of Government, they were therefore reſolved to make the 
Crown hereditary in his Majeſty's Family, and to leave the 
Adminiftration entirely in his Hands, becauſe they Were lonivole 
he had done all that was in his Power for the Good of his 
people; and would have done much more, if more had been 
in his Power. The King thanked that for their good Inten- 
tions, but at the fame time told them, that the Conſent of 
the Nobility was neceſſary to render that effectual which they 
had propoſed. At the fame time, under Pretence of ſecur- 


ing the City from any Diſorders that might ariſe from this 


Ferment in the Diet, he ordered the Gates to be {hut, and 
having the Army entirely in his Power, poſted Guards where- 
ever he judged it neceſſary, ſo that it was impoſſible for 
any body to go out of Copenhagen but by his Leave, which 
brought Things to a ſpeedy Concluſion. ; | 
The Nobility quickly diſcerned the Error of which they 
had been guilty ; but diſcerned it too late, as producing no 
other Fruit than the Knowing that it was irreparable. | hey 
ſent and offered the King to entail the Crown upon his Heirs 
Male, and to encreaſe his Power conſiderably 3 but the King 
gare them to underſtand that this would not anſwer the Pur- 
poſe, and conſequently would never content the Clergy and 
People. After this fruitleſs, and diſhonourable Struggle, the No- 
bles found themſelves obliged to comply; and three Days after, 
the King, the Queen, and Royal Family, appeared on a Kind of 
Theatre erected for that Purpoſe ; and being ſeated in Chairs 
of State under rich Velvet Canopies, received the Homage of 
all the Senators, Nobility, Clergy, and Commons, in the 
dicht of the Army. And thus the Gentry of Denmark, 
in the Face of their Country, diveſted themſelves of Right 
as well as Power, and made a formal Surrender of their 
Liberties to the Crown. The King governed aftcr this with 
great Wiſdom and Prudence, ten Years, and dicd univerſally 
belov'd by his Subjects, whoſe Affections he gained by many 
Acts of Liberality, and by taking Care that Juftice ſhould be 


dul and ſpeedily adminiſtered. 


His Son Chriſtiern V. ſucceeded in 1670, and having put 
his Aﬀairs into very good Order, and made ſeveral powerful 
Alliances, he reſolved to lay hold of this Opportunity to re- 
cover part of what his Predeceſſors had loſt to the Swedes. 


But that he might be in a better Condition to do this, he 


„ re- 


15 


72 
reſolved to make himſelf Maſter, firſt, of the Perſon of e pe! 
Duke of Helſtein, in which he ſuccecded, but with very litt and 1 
Advantage to his Reputation; for the Duke ſuſpecting nd. Print 
thing, in 1675 came to Renſbourg to viſit him, and was ther: It 
ſeized and put under a Guard, till ſuch Time as he conſente? 
to rclinguiſh the Advantages he had gained by the Treaty d | 
Roſchild ; after which the King made himſelf Maſter of Ta. pute 
ningen, the ſtrongeſt Place in his Dominions, and likewig ] of tt 


reduced ¶ iſmar. jutor 
He had alſo ſome Succeſs in the Beginning of the nen und 
Year, but his good Fortune did not continue long; for be. were 


ing defeated by the Swedes, in the famous Battle of Zundn, but 
he was never able afterwards to do much againſt them by Þ yore: 
Land, though by Sea he was fortunate, but at laſt made Pea: # Lab 
with that Crown upon equal Fes. He afterwards employel I Orea 
his Forces againſt the City of Zamburgh, upon which the King the | 
of Denmark had always had Pretenſions, which twice in his Þ Year 
Reign he made turn to good Account. In the Year 1694, on in 8. 
the Death of the Duke of Helſtein Gottorp, his Daniſb Ma. ces 
jeſty formed new Claims upon that Family, which were for he fe 
ſome Time adjuſted by the Mediation of the Emperor, ant but 
the Kings of Great Britain and Sweden ; that is to ſay, In 
William III. and Charles XII. whoſe Siſter the Duke of H the 


ſtein had eſpouſed. But in the laſt Years of this King's Lif: beat 


theſe Diſturbances broke out again, and Things were on the Atte 
Point of coming to a Rupture, when the King died in the MW ceß 
Month of September 1699. he d 

His Son and Succeſſor Frederick IV. acted preciſely on his MW in N 

ather's Principles, and reſolved to compel the Dukes d V/. 
H{;//?-:2 to remain dependent on the Kings of Denmark for th: WM Viec 
future; in order to which, he over-run that Country, and his 
undertook the Siege of Tonningen, which gave occaſion to that {WF Allie 
long War in the North in the Beginning of the preſent Cen- wes 
tury, of which ſo much has been ſaid in the former Article. WW Gr:4 
The Englißß and Dutch, as Guaranties of the late Peace, ent B 
a powerful Fleet into the Baltich, and the King of Sweden i {Wrcalo 
the ſame time belicged Copenharcn, fo that the Danes were Nef g 


cbliged to conclude the famous J'reaty of Travendahl, on th: NI , 
1%tir of Augu/? 1700. It was ſtipulated in this Treaty, that tie! 
the Houſe of Halſtein ſhould for the future enjoy the ſam: I Firer 
Rights with other Sovereigns ; that the Duke ſhould be at libe:- paste 
ty to raiſe Troops and build Forts in his own Dominion, Aci 
rrovided they were two Miles diſtant from any Fortreſs be- Nic 
longing to the Danes, and at leaſt a Mile from their Frontiers. May 
It was likewile agreed, that the Crown of Denmark ſhould 12 


e 


[23-1 


of the Þ tte Duke of Helſtein two hundred and ſixty thouſand Crowns, 
y little and that the Chapter of Lubec ſhould be at liberty to elect a 
ig no- Prince of Holſtein for their Biſhop. 


then]! It was hoped by the Maritime Powers that this Peace would 
Mente! have been laſting, and that no farther Debates could have 
aty ariſen ; but the very next Year however produced a new Diſ- 


f Tan. pute: Part of the Chapter of Lubec having elected the Brother 
kewiſe # of the Duke of Haolſtein, and Part the Prince of Denmark, Coad- 
jutor and Succeſſor to their Biſhop. In 1705 the Biſhop died, 
e nen and then the Debate ran ſo high, that the Maritime Powers 
or be. were forced again to interpoſe, not indeed by Force of Arms, 
unde but by Force of Money; in conſequence of which it was 
m h agreed, that the Prince of Zo//ein ſhould remain Biſhop of 
> Peace Lubec, and that the Prince of Denmark ſhould receive from 
ployed rat Britain a Penſion by way of an Equivalent. In 1708 
King the King of Denmark made the Tour of Itah, and the next 
in hz Year he attacked the Swedzs, by whom he was roughly handled 
94, on in Schonen; but in the latter End of the Year he had better Suc- 
b Mz. ceß by Sea. In 1711, in Conjunction with the King of Poland, 
cre for e fell into the Swediſh Pomerania, where he took Damgarten, 
Yr, and WW but failed in two other Enterprizes the ſame Year. 
to fay, In 1712 he made himſelf Maſter of the Town of Stade and 
f Hi. the Dutchy of Bremen; but the fame Year his Army was 
s Life WW beat by the Stwedes, who afterwards burnt the fine Town of 
on the Altena to the Ground. In 1714 and 1715, he had great Suc- 
in the ceß againſt the Stvedes both by Sea and Land; and in 1716, 
he drove them entirely out of the Places they had conquered 
on his FW in Norway, and in Conjunction with the Pry ians reduced 


ukes d //iſmar ; after which he did not puſh the War with the ſame 
© for the Vigour for many Reaſons, but chiefly becauſe he ſaw that 
y, an! WW his Succeſs would be leſs advantageous to himſelf than to his 
to tha Allies. This made him the more inclinable to Peace, which 
it Cen. was concluded under the Mediation of George J. King of 
Article. JW Great Britain, in 1720. 

ce, ſent By this Treaty his Dani/h Majeſty obtained all that he could 


veden u reaſonably defire or expect, and which to him was a Matter 
es wore e great Conſequence, he procured the Guarantee of the King 
on the N Fraxce for the Poſſeſſion of the Duchy of Sleſwick, and 
ty, tha tie King of Great Britain renewed. his, which had been 
he fam: ten before. After the Concluſion of this Peace, the King 
at libe- bad his Days in Eaſe and Quiet, and met with only one 
ninions, Nccident to diſturb him; that was, the Burning of his Capital, 
reſs be. nich happened in 1728; but it has been rebuilt with great 
rontiers. Magnificence ſince. This Monarch was always inclined to 
ld pay emnete the Welfare and Trade of his Subjects, and took 

io Care 
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Care of every thing that might contribute to their Benefit; hy like 
toward he Fad of his Life, it was thought he liſten'd to at h 
much to Projectors, who induced him to enter upon Scheme tool 
which were not always attended with the Conſequences he cou 
expected from them. He dicd however greatly regretted © RO 
the ſecond of October 1730, when he had attained the Age q = 
ſixty compleat. Arn 

His Son, the late King Chriſtiern VI. aſcended the Throneg Nei 
his Anceſtors with univerſal Reputation. He had in his F. fon 
ther's Life-time been very attentive to the Concerns of th time 
Eaſt India Company, and had been in a great Meaſure th bro 
Support of it; which induced the People to hope that a pa. cæſſi 
ticular Regard for Trade would be the principal View of hi the 
Reign; and ſo indeed it proved. At his very Acceſſion to th Y 
Government he made many Changes, but all of them in ſud fron 
a Manner as to give great Satisfaction to his Subjects, wh ed 
were particularly pleaſed with his aboliſhing a Farm that ha rito1 
been eſtabliſhed in his Father's Time, for vending Win; Har 


Brandy, Salt, and Tobacco, which was very burthenſome uv : Qt 
the Subject, however advantageous to the Prince. Such as ven have 
intereſted in the Farm offered to advance larger Sums, if too 1 


might be continued; but the King anſwered, It brorght in iu, great 
too much, ſince his Subjects complained of the Exactions which : mini 
eccaſ;oned. upon 

This was not an Act done haſtily, and in the Honey- moo were 
of his Government; but his whole Adminiſtration was f chou 
Piece, fo that he became juſtly reputed one of the wi muc] 
Crown'd Heads in Europe. In 1732 he acceded to the Cr himk 
between the Courts of Vienna and Peterſbourg, by which ":W with 
obtained their Guarantee for his own, and became him In 
Guarantee for their Dominions, and of the Pragmatick S]] cited 
tion. In virtue of a ſeparate Article of this Treaty, the ki: but c 
obliged himſelf to pay the Duke of Holſtein a Million of K tali 
dollars, provided he renounced his Pretenſions on the Duciy «MF found 
Sleſwick. It was in conſequence of this Treaty, that in t:the E 
Year 1734 he marched ſix thouſand Men for the Emperor Supp 
Service, in the War that happened on account of the Succe!iu Wprehe 
to the Crown of Poland. In 1736 he terminated the old Die might 
between the Crown of Denmark and the City of Hamburgh, ated 
thereby obtained half a Million of Marks of Silver from t get 
City, as well as ſome other Conceſſions which were very «MF [ern 
vantageous to his Subjects. He ſoon after erected a Coupon 
of Trade, whoſe Buſineſs is to examine all Propoſals that in ca 
made for extending it, in order to give ſuch Encourageme procu 
as may be neceſlary for carrying them into Execution. 4 lenteri 
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likewiſe ſent for Workmen out of Holland and other Countries 
t his own Expence, to eſtabliſh Manufactures in Denmark, and 
took every other Step for their Encouragement that his People 
could either deſire or expect. Amongſt others he erected a 
Roval Bank, which has been attended with many advanta- 
ous Conſequences ; was always careful to keep his Fleet and 
Army in a proper Condition to render him reſpected by his 
Neighbours ; and to prevent the Expence occaſioned thereby 
from becoming burthenſome to his People, he from time to 
time alſo made Treaties of Subſidy with Foreign Powers, which 
brought in large Sums without expoſing him to the Ne- 
ceſſity of taking any Share in any of the Quarrels, either in 
the North or Germany. 

Yet this prudent and pacifick Conduct never hindered him 
from making Uſe of vigorous Meaſures when they appear- 
ed really neceſſary, as was evident in the Caſe of the Ter- 
ritory of Steinhor/t, when he differed with the Electorate of 
Hanover, and in that of the and Fiſhery, which occaſion'd 
2 Quarrel with the Dutch ; in both which Inſtances he be- 
haved with ſo much Firmneſs as to carry his Point, and that 
too without entering into a War. It was ſolely from the 
great Reputation he had acquired by his wiſe and upright Ad- 
miniſtration, that induced the Stuediſſh Nation to caſt their Eyes 
upon his Son, the Hereditary Prince of Denmark, when they 
were about to chuſe a Succeſſor to their preſent King ; and 
though he did not prevail in that Point, yet he carricd it 
much farther than could well be expected, and c xtricated 


himſelf at laſt from the Difficulties into which it brought him, 


with Honour. 


ln the beginning of the late War he was very ſtrongly ſolli- 
cited to take part with the Houſe of Auſtria and her Allics, 


but could never be prevailed upon to break through that Neu- 
trality, which appeared to be ſo beneficial to his Subjects. He 
found himſelf moſt of all embarraſſed by the Pretenſions of 


Etie Houſe of Holſtein, which having now the Countenance and 
Support of the Ruſſian Empire, he had great Reaſon to ap- 
prchend that even the powerful Guarantees he had procured, 
might prove ineffectual for his Support. 
acted with ſuch Prudence and Circumſpection, and ſhewed ſo 
great a Diſpoſition to compromiſe Matters upon moderate 
Terms, diſcovering 


In this Situation he 


g at the fame time by the Armaments made 


upon the Occaſion juſt mentioned, that he was in a Condition, 
in caſe he was attacked, to defend himſelf ; that after all he 
procured his Peace with Ruffia to be prolonged, without 
entering into the Diſcuſſions of the Points in Debate with 


1 the 


1 
, 
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the Houſe of Hein ; and thereby gave a Leſſon to his $f 


who has renewed that Treaty very lately. In fine, duin, 
the Courſe of ſixteen Years that he reigned, he never fell in 


one falſe Step againſt the Intereſts of his Crown, or to 


Prejudice of his Subjects; ſo that as no Prince of his Tin; 
was more beloved or better obeyed while living, bach 


any at their Death have been mere ſincerely or univerſ:; 


lamented. 


His Son Frederick V. the preſent Poſſeſſor of the Thron: 


ſucceeded to it Fuly 26 1746, in the twenty-third Year a 


his Age; he cſpouſed about three Years before, the Prince 
Louiſa of Great Britain, by whom he has an Heir apparc: 
born Tanuary 18 1749. Upon his firſt taking the Rain 


of Government into his Hands, he thought fit to make ; 


few Alterations very judicious in themſelves, and acceptabł 8 
5 | 


to his Subjects. He has ſteadily purſued his Father's Mazin 
in maintaining Peace, improving the Trade, and encourazi: 
the Induſtry of his Subjects; his Application to Bufincſs ib 
ed to a conſtant and well-regulated Economy, has enable 
him not only to live within the Bounds of his Reven;;, 
but to make very confiderable Savings. In this howere; 
he has conducted himſelf as a wiſe and good Prince, «© 
rather in ſuch a Manner as to become a Model to thoſe g 
his own Rank, who generouſly aſpire to ſo ſublime a Ch: 
racter; for he has demonſtrated that this did not ariſe fron 
Avarice, or a natural Nearneſs of "Temper, but from a no): 
and truly royal Principle of doing whatever might cont: 
bute to the Publick Good. For in thoſe Provinces of 
Dominions that have ſuffered by inevitable Calamitics, ſuc 
as the Mortality among their Cattle, and the Inclemency © 
Seaſons, he has remitted even his juſt Rights. He has g. 
pended very conſiderable Sums for encouraging and prom”: 
ing new Manufactures, and he has diſcharged a large Þ.. 
due from the Crown. 

This, tho? in itſelf very extraordinary, conſidering the on 
and the ſhort Time he has reign'd, has been attended u. 
4 Circumſtance too ſingular to be omitted, even in this f. 
cinct Recapitulation of Events; in which we pretend net 
give the Hiſtory, but a few hiſtorical Remarks enly upon! 
late Reigns. "The Creditors of the Crown, as ſoon 3s t.. 
were informed of his Majcfty's Deſign, endeavoured to 5s. 
vent it, by humbly repreſenting that if he was difpleat." * 
the Largeneſs of their Intcreſt, they were content to act! 
of Four inſtead of Five per Cent. which had been hit's 
paid them; but his Daz Majeſty anſwered, that having 
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Money in his Coffers, where it could be of no Service to 


the Publick, he choſe to diſcharge their Obligations; but 
that he would take it as a Favour done to himſelf, if they 
would lend the Money he now paid them at a low Interett 
to his Subjects, which might enable them to extend their 
Commerce, and improve the new Manufactures, 

It is incredible to what a Degree his own and his Father's 
peaceable and prudent Adminiſtrations have contributed to 


the Benefit of the Countries belonging to the Crown of Den- 


nart; and how much the Face of Affairs is changed within 
ſo ſhort a Time. New Ports have been opened, which has 
been owing to the opening new Channels of Trade, the Ship- 
ping of the Danes has been more than doubled, and the 
Revenues of the Crown have increaſed in the fame Propor- 
tion within that ſmall Space. The Court is ſplendid without 
Profuſion, the King rich without Oppreſſion, the Miniſters 
attentive to the Duties of their reſpective Stations, not only 
from the Example of their Maſter, but from the Senſe they 
have that a contrary Behaviour would infallibly draw upon 
them immediate Diſgrace. Adored at home, and reſpected 
abroad, the King is only attentive to preſerve and promote 
the Happineſs of his Subjects, in which he places his own, 

t is a Pleaſure to inſiſt upon a Subject of this Nature, and 
it is at the ſame Time the Duty of a Political Writer, to ſhew 
that he has a Pleaſure in beſtowing juſt Praiſes, and in pay- 
ing where Truth directs chat Tribute of Applauſe which is 
due to good Princes, from all who have Occaſion to enquire 
into, and are thence enabled to become acquainted with their 
Characters. Beſides, it ſerves to illuſtrate that great and leadin 
Maxim in Politicks, that where the actual and real Intereſts 
of any Government are the ſame, that is, where the par- 
ticular Views of the Prince coincide with the publick Good, 
tie Progreſs made is equally ſwift and great. Yet this is 
a Remark that is commonly left to diſtant Hiſtorians, from 
an unaccountable, and at the ſame Lime a molt unwarrantable 
Propenſity to commend paſt, and to condemn our own Times, 
whereas we ought to ſhew the ſame Impartialty with reſpect 
to both. It is by adhering to this honeſt and equitable 
Spirit only, that an Author can hope to render any Service 
to his Reader, and to make his Writings eſtecmed uſeful 
rather than agreeable Amuſements ; which, how much ſocver 
icy may entertain for a Day, from the Neatneſs of their 
Diſpoſition, the Sprightlineſs of their Sentiments, or the Ele- 
kance of their Language, cannot fail of ſurking ſpeedily into 
Oblivion; ſince, az the immortal Maſter of the Raman Elo- 


quence 
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quence long ago obſerved, Opinion is a fleeting Thing, bh. 
Truth and Reality ſubſiſt without feeling the Effects of Age. 

The Danes have been formerly eſteemed a very warlike N. 
tion, and tho' from their Misfortunes in their Wars wi- 
the Swedes their Power is much diminiſhed, yet the Cre: 
of the Daniſh Troops is ſtill very good. The Forces 8, 


King keeps up are very well paid and diſciplined, and a | 


numerous enough to ſecure his Dominions againſt any In: 
ſion, more eſpecially as his Fleet is in excellent Order, n; 
as the Daniſh Seamen and the Norwegians are jultly t; 
puted the beſt in the North. His Revenue amounts to he. 
tween two and three Millions of Rixdollars, which © 
preſent King has ſo prudently employed as to have always M. 
ney in his Coffers, and to defray all the Charges of G 
vernment, without loading his People with extraordinzr 
Taxes, fo that we need not wonder he is ſo univerſally e 
loved. The Clergy, tho' they have but ſmall Livings, are: 
much confidercd in Denmark as in any Country in the Word 
becauſe ſince the great Change in their Government befor: 
mentioned, the Tranquillity of the Nation depends very mu 
upon their Influence over the People, which they have hither: 
conſtantly exerted in Favour of the Crown. 

The Laws of this Country have been deſervedly in Rep 
tation, as lying within a very narrow Compaſs, a moder::i 
Quarto containing them all; and the Adminiſtration of Juftic 
is ſo well looked after, that Suits in this Country are br 
few, and thoſe very ſpeedily determined. The King mak 
and repeals Laws as to him appears neceſſary for the Goode 
his Subjects, but the Crewn has always uſed this Power wi! 
much Moderation and Diſcretion : ſo that as Denmark may d 
truly ſaid to be the only legally abſolute Government in E,. 
rope, perhaps in the World, the People have had leſs Rez 
to regret the Change made by themſelves than could v:. 
have been expected; and if their Monarchs copy after t 
Example of their preſent King, the Danes will feel few 
Evils trom the Want of Liberty, than in other Nat: 
are produced by tne Abuſe of it. | | 

What has been already ſaid, ſufficiently explains the dont 
tic Intereſts of this Nation, which having ſuffered extreari7 
by the warlike Temper of many of its Princes, as well a by 
the too great Power of the potent Families of their Nobiit 
in former Limes, muſt be content to aim at repairing ti 
paſt Miſtakes by an induftrious and frugal Conduct tor tt: 
tuture. Titles were not formerly in uſe here any mes 
tian in Sucden; but of late thoſe of Baron and Count 88 
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heen introduced, and about thirty or forty Families have bee: 
honoured with them by the Crown. 

The Kingdom of Norway, which ſtill remains united to 
that of Denmark, is of great Conſequence ; and under the laſt 
and preſent Reign there have been great Improvements made 
in its Trade, and the Inhabitants have been uſed with more 
Indulgence than formerly. The fame thing may be ſaid in 
regard to 1ſeland and other Iſlands belonging to the Crown 


of Denmark, which have been of late Years put in all Re- 


ſpects into a much better Condition than they were; ſo that 
their Commodities come to a better Market, their Manufac- 
tures are in a much more flouriſhing Condition, and the 
Number of their Inhabitants, Towns, and Shipping, is con- 
tinually increaſing; whereby, in the Space of another Century, 
if no Wars break out, or unforeſeen Confuſions happen, the 
Danes will become quite another People, and their Monarchs 
make a greater Figure than they have done for ſome Ages 
paſt; which will probably be owing to the Neceflity they 
muſt find themſelves under of living upon good "Terms with 
Sueden, that they may not be in any Danger from the Power 
of Ruſſia ; for it has been the perpetual Quarrels between the 
Swedes and Danes that have kept both Nations low ; as the 
Extinction of this Humour would infallibly render them both 
great, or, which is perhaps better, ſafe and ſecure. 

In reſpect to the Empire, Denmark has not much either 
to hope or to fear; for 1f ſhe can but preſerve the peaceable 
Poſſeſſion of Slefwick, it will be a ſure Barrier to her Do- 
minions on the Continent ; and with regard to her Iſlands, 
as the Princes of the Empire have no great Maritime Power, 
ſhe cannot be much in Danger on that Side. As to her 
Diſputes with the Houſe of Holſtein, they can be only dan- 
gerous to her from the Support that Family may receive from 
the Intereſt it has at preſent in Ruſſia, which though at 
frſt Sight it may appear very formidable, yet, hen cloſcly 
examined, the Scene will be much changed. For in the lirtt 
Place, there are but very few Powers in Germany that would 
be pleaſed to ſee the Rrſſians in that Country; and the 
Powers that have guaranteed Sleſwick to Denmark, would 
not fail in ſuch a Caſe for their own Sakes to interpoſe. 


| Beſides, it is really more for the Intereſt of the Houſe of 


Halſbein, to receive a good Equivalent for its Pretenſions to 


E that Duchy, than to enter again into the Poſſeſſion of it, 
| unleſs with a View to facilitate the Conqueſt of Denmark, 


which would bring on them all the Powers of the North at 
once, 
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The Hereditary Claim which the Kings of Denmarꝶ hai 
upon the City of Hamburgh, cannot in all human Probabilii 
ever furniſh them with the Means of bringing that Cit 
under their Power; becauſe all its Neighbours, who are much 
ſuperior in Force to the Crown of Denmark, are in Interg 
concerned to preſerve it, and ſo indeed is the whole G. 
manick Body. But it is not at all unlikely that future Quarrel, 
like the paſt, may enable the Crown of Denmark to dray 
from time to time conſiderable Sums from the Inhabitang 
of this rich City; though after all, as the Trade of Denman 
increaſes, the true Intereſt of that Kingdom will be beſt pre. 
moted, by entertaining a fair Correſpondence with the Hay. 
burghers, who by taking Quantities of their Indian Good, 
will render them more real Service in their preſent Indeper. 
dent State, than if (which I ſaid before is very improbable 
the Danes ſhould ever obtain Power enough to bring them iny 
Subjection. .Beſtdes, the Crown of Denmark will always fat 
it requiſite to live upon good Terms with their Gerna 
Neighbours, that in, caſe of War either with Sweden © 
Ruſſia, ſhe may depend upon their Aſſiſtance, without which 
ſhe will ſcarce be able to defend herſelf. 

The Intercſts of Denmark with regard to Stwedzn, are ver 
much changed from what they were. The Danes remen- 
bering their ancient Power when their Kings were poſſeſſed d 
the whole North, have very often attempted to re-conque 

wweden, and continued theſe Endeavours ſo long and fo un- 
ſucceſsfully, that, without the Aſſiſtance of her Allies, Da. 
mark was in the utmoſt Danger of being conquered in he 
Turn. In theſe Diſputes the Danes loſt ſome of their be 
and moſt fruitful Provinces to the Swedes, which was a new 
Cauſe of Diſcontent, and in reality, produced two or thre: 
of the laſt Wars, which however favourable the Conjuncture 
might be when they were undertaken, yet did not by an 
Means prove fortunate in this Reſpect, the Swedes ſtill v. 
taining thoſe Dominions conquered from Denmark, tho' tha 
have ſuffered ſeverely elſewhere. 

At preſent, Things have quite altered their Appearance, anc 
the ſudden and ſurprizing Increaſe of the Ruſſian Power hz 
taught the Stwedes and Danes to open their Eyes a little v 
their true Intereſts. We may therefore reaſonably expect 
that for the future theſe Nations will be better Neighbour, 
and inſtead of aiming at the Conqueſt one of the oth; 
will make it their Study, by living in a cloſe Conjunctio! 
of Intereſts, to preſerve the Independency of both, which 


may be very cffectually done, if the old Rancour Letwezn tt: 


Ae 
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rb ha. to Nations can be but thoroughly extinguiſhed. This ſeems 
Hales & be in a great Meaſure done alrcady, from the Influence 
at (Mich his laſt Daniſß Majeſty ſhewed he had over the Com- 
tons of Sweden, who were unanimoully in the Intereſt of 
Is Son. But tho' ſuch a defenſive Alliance may effectually 
anſwer the End before mentioned, yet there ſeems no Reaſon 
p believe that the Szwedes and Danes (after the Conteſt with 
the Houſe of Holſtein ſhall be over) will engage in an offenſive 
War againſt Ruſſia, or that they would have any great Suc- 
ß therein, if they ſhould. 

As to the Intereſts of Denmark with reſpect to that potent 
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\e Ha, Empire, they certainly conſiſt either in maintaining fo ſtrict 
Goo: ſand cloſe a Friendſhip therewith, as to prevent thereby all 
Indeper. Apprehenſions of Danger, which however can ſcarce this Way 


& done ; or by allying herſelf in fuch a Manner as to have 
mo Reaſon to fear any Attempts from Ruſſia, which may 
ealily be done; becauſe it is very natural for all the 
Neighbours of a ſuperior Power to unite againſt her for their 
Irn Security; and befides, if it ſhould at any time fo fall 
gut, that the Ruſſians ſhould prove too hard for ſuch an Al- 
ance, the Maritime Powers would certainly interpoſe to pre- 
e the Ballance in the North, which Ballance ſo nearly 
Encerns them, and which of all others they are moſt able 
keep even. 
It is for this Reaſon that it imports Denmark above all 
Wings to maintain ſteadily her Friendſhip with the Maritime 
wers, who are both of them her natural Allies: His Pri- 
Prick Majeſty being bound in both Capacities, I mean as 
Wing and Fle cr, as well by Intereſt as by Treaties to ſup- 
rt the Danes. On the other Hand, the Dutch have been 
ays faſt Friends to Denmark, and muſt be ſo as long as 
junctur ey continue a free State; there ſeems conſequently to be 
' by an doubt that Denmark will always uſe her utmoſt Endea- 
stil to cultivate a good Correſpondence with Nations from 
tho tea om ſhe hath fo much Good to expect, and from whem 
not probable ſhe can ever have any thing to fear, 
Ihe remote Situation of Denmark in reſpect to the South- 
Parts of Europe, has hitherto hindered any great Com- 
Wunication between hem; but that is not likely to continue 
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7 expech dg the Caſe, ſince his preſent as well as his late Daniſh Ma- 
iohbours s intent on extending the Commerce of his Subjects, 
n m_ icularly into the Mediterranean ; with which View he hath 
njunction t only obtained various Conceſſions from the Court of Vi- 


„ but has entered into ſome Negociations with the Court 
. *1 „ * 1 
Hain likewiſc; and has * concluded a Treaty of Com- 
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merce with the King of the Two Sicilies. 
which had hitherto deterred the Danes from attempting the 
Trade of Itah, and other Countries adjacent, was the Appre. 
henſion of having their Ships continually taken by the Algering; 
and other Piratical States of Barbary, But the late King, t. 
remove theſe Difficulties, was pleaſed to equip a ſmall Squadron 


for the Protection of the Daniſh Merchant-Men in thoſe Ses; 


and declared that he would continue to fend ſuch a Squadron 
every Spring, which at the ſame Time that it exerciſed the 
Seamen in Vis Service, and ſecured the Trade of his Subject, 
made the Flag of Denmark known and reſpected in thoſe Part, 
and thereby promoted that Monarch's capital Deſign of being 
conſidered as a Maritime Power. Whether the preſent Mo- 


narch will be ſoon able to carry this into Execution, will de. 
pend upon the general Turn of Affairs in Europe, of which 


it is certain that no Prince is more capable of forming a true 
Judgment, or making a right Uſe. 


Commodities carried uſually into the Mediterranean by other 


Points are, at leaſt moſt of them, as yet but in Embryo. But 


as a Peace has been concluded with the Piratical States in 


Africa, there is now no longer occaſion to ſend annual Squs 
drons into the Mediterranean. 


It has been ſuggeſted by ſome Writers, that the Dea 
may have it in their Power to ſupply the French and othe 
Nations with Beef, Butter, and other Proviſions, upon » Þ 


cafy Terms as they can be had from Ireland, which would 


certainly prove a very great Advantage to them, and no {mal 


Prejudice to us; but it has fallen out unluckily for them dur 


ing the Courſe of the laſt War, that a contagious Diſtemp 
prevailed amongſt their Cattle, which prevented thoſe Exper Þ 
ments from being made, by which this Matter might other 
wiſe have been determined. However it is very certain, tit 
Denmark and Norway can furniſh a Multitude of Comm 


dities of Value in the Southern Parts of Europe; and whe 
ever they fix their Trade, it will neceſſarily occaſion a Cor 
nection of Intereſts, and thereby render the Crown of Dennot 
more conſiderable than ſhe has hitherto been; more elpec 
ally if there be any Truth in what has been ſuſpected, t':! 
tlie late revoking the Treaty of Commerce with the Di 


The great Thing F 


The War, while it con- 
tinued, proved alſo favourable to thoſe Views, as it affordeél Þ © 


the Danes an Opportunity of diſpoſing of dried Fiſh, and other 


preſent 


Nations. It is alſo more than probable, that the Hopes of vend · from t 


ing Eafjt India Goods in thoſe Countries may have ſome St 
in theſe Projects, though hitherto nothing can be affirmed on 
this Head with Certainty, becauſe the Treaties relating to thek 
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4 by the Court of Verſailles, was with a View to make Trial 
or what might be done by encouraging a Fith-Trade from 
the Daniſh Dominions. his the Dutch themſelves have ap- 
prehended; and it is one of the principal Reaſons why they 
have taken ſo much Pains in negociating with the Court 


n of France, in order to get that Edict recalled, from a Jea- 4 
3 Jouſy, that how indifferently ſocver this Trade may anſwer Y 
* at fa, yet in Time all Difficulties may be removed, eſpeci- | 
i ally wi ere two abſolute Monarchs are concerned, who can i 


5 | oblige their Subjects to do and bear what they pleaſe ; l 
which is a very high Advantage towards carrying either good 
Ng 'or bad Meaſures into Execution. 


I ſhall conclude this Article with endeavouring to explain 
Ie tze Conduct that Denmark ought to purſue, and that which 
h the preſent King has purſued with regard to France. It is 
rue 


certain that formerly the cloſe Connection between the French 
and the Swedes, made the Danes jealous of the former, and 
Attached them more cloſely to the Maritime Powers; but the | 
ner preſent King of Denmark ſeems in ſome Meaſure to deviate 
from this Point of Policy, and has, of late Years eſpecially, 
nee deen careful to maintain a good Correſpondence with France. 
We muſt not however perſwade ourſelves from thence, that 
tis Monarch has deſerted his old Principles, or that he is 
he not as much convinced as any of his Predeceſſors of the Im- 
Put portance of his Friendſhip with Great Britain and Holland. 
+ The Truth is, that the State of Things between Sweden 
a= and Denmark being greatly altered, the King of Denmark 
das the leſs Reaſon at preſent to be jealous of the French 
| Influence there. Beſides this, we ought to conſider, that as it 
oe vas not either the Intereſt or Intention of his Daniſh Majeſty 
o take any Share in the War lately concluded, or to part 
rode with his Forces to any of the Powers engaged therein; ſo his 
tecciving Subſidies from France to do this, that is to keep an 
exact Nutrality, which is alſo all that France deſires, is rcall 
pe deceiving them for nothing; and it ought to be confidered as 
"FF 3 Maſter-picce of Policy, that his Daniſh Majeſty has found 
other i Ways and Means to oblige the French not only to pay theſe 
1, un Fubfidies, but alſo to grant his Subjects very conſiderable Ad- 
yantages in Trade for acting in ſuch a manner, as the Max- 
ms of his Government would have led him to act independent 
Co- vi theſe Motives. | 
mm But if Affairs ſhould alter, there is no doubt the King of 
elpecr Dennark will alter his Conduct ; for we may with greater 
oF >©tainty reckon on the Behaviour of this Prince, than we can 
UF pon almoſt any other; becauſe we are ſure that he will 
| | G 2 always 


841 
always de what is fit for him to do, and_negleft non f 


that is ſuitable to his Dignity, to his Love for Peace, and hi Hine 


Regard for the true Intereſt of his Subjects. Subjc 


ertio 
— Felati 
With 
CHAP. VI. Fon 


A brief View of the preſent State, modern Hiftir, aue 
legal Conſtitution, political Intereſts, and parti. os | 
cular Views of the Crown and Republick of Any | 
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HERE is fo great a Mixture of Truth and Falthocd in! Seing 

the Notions commonly received as to the Power ant ifully 
Circumſtances of this Government, that at the fame time Harv « 


becomes extreamly neceflary, we find it alfo highly diff modit 
to ſeparate and diftingurſh them. This Perplexity ariſes fn Alſo i; 
a peculiar Circumſtance, which will be at large explained hat Aries i 
after, but of which we are alſo obliged to ſay ſomewhat her For al 
The dominant Power in Poland is not a King, a Miniſter, : he Ce 
Council, or Senate, but the whole Body of the Nobility ; an! I 
the ruling Paſſion of this dominant Power, is to preſerve thi! 
Prerogative, which for the Sake of giving it a good Nane, 
they are pleaſed to ſtile Liberty in its full Extent. This ther- 
fore may be conſidered as the accidental Intereſt of Pola 
that is, in contradiction to its real Intereſt z; which, as in 2 
other Countries, is no other than the Good of the whole. Bu 
here lies the Misfortune, that, as the Perfons who purſue thi 
accidental Intereſt have a conſtant Succeſſion, there is bu 


very little Ground to hope that the real Intereſt will ew entry 
prevail. Now this Circumſtance makes the common Opinin Hoſpita 
of the Fickleneſs, Imbecility, and Inftability of the P df Ho 
Government really true; whereas, if any Method could Inclina 


fallen upon to bring the Poles to underſtand, to vindicats,! 
and ſupport their true Intereſt, nothing would be more fa; 
for they would then have a fixed — proper Syſtem, which 
they have a Force more than ſufficient to maintain; and in. 
ſtead of being one of the weakeſt and leaſt reſpected, Ps 
would become one of the moſt powerful, and in confequen:! Wered }] 
of that, one of the moſt confidered Kingdoms in Europr. | Juppoſ 

If the Reader will reflect upon this Remark, which Ports, 
ſtrictly founded in Truth, he will be very ſeldom at a L ey ha 
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Tr the Cauſes of the principal Events which occur in the 
Hiſtory of Poland in Times paſt, or make at this Day the 
4 zubjecl of our Gazettes. To render the Ground of our Af- 
Ertion clearer, it may be proper to inſiſt on a few Points 
relative to this Country in general, If we conſider Poland 
with regard to its Extent, we ſhall find it thrice as big as 
France properly ſo called; in its Figure it is nearly round, ſo 


at all its Provinces connect with each other, and are conſe- 


guently capable of contributing to their mutual Defence. It 
muſt indeed be owned, that the Fruits of Spain, the Flowers 
pf /taly, and the Vines of Hungary are not to be found in 


y Part of Poland; neither can it be affirmed that the Cities 


and great Towns approach in Size to thoſe of Germary, or 
Have any Relation in point of Neatneſs to ſuch as we meet with 
In Holland; but notwithſtanding this, the Country is far from 
Scing barren or thinly peopled. We may judge how plen- 
Tifully it is ſtored with Corn, from its being {tiled the Gra- 
Harv of the North, and from the vaſt Quantities of that Com- 
modity that are -annually exported from Dantzick ; it abounds 
al in Cattle, without any Exaggeration beyond moſt Coun- 
Fries in Europe; its Foreſts 
for all Uſes, and that in a Degree more than ſufficient for 
he Conſumption of its Inhabitants, notwithſtanding that they 
Employ frequently Timber to thoſe Purpoſes, for which in other 
Countries they make Uſe of Brick and Stone. Its Lakes are 
Full of ſeveral Kinds of excellent Fiſh, and in the Woods 


s furniſh Timber of all Sorts, and 


d Heaths there is variety and plenty of Game. Some Mines 
re are, more eſpecially of Salt, which are inexhauſtible. 


# he Climate is in Winter pretty ſevere; they have great 
Rains in the Autumn, but their Summers are generally ſpeak-- 
Ing warm and plcaſant. 

q The Poles are naturally active, hardy, and robuſt ; the 


entry have many Virtues, they are open, generous, and 


Hoſpitable, very civil to Strangers, and for the moſt part Men 
df Honour; their greateſt 8 is Vanity, and a ſtrong 


Inclination to live after their 


; anner in a wild Kind of 
agnificence. As for the Poliſh Ladies, they are Women of 


Exemplary Piety and Virtue ; and as to the meaner Sort of People, 
ey are confeſſedly lazy and ignorant, which however is rather 
#0 be charged on the Conſtitution of their Government, than 
any Defects in their Country; for where the Law has ren- 
Fered Peaſants incapable of poſſeſſing Property, one cannot 
Iuppoſe they will take Pains to acquire it. Their having no 
Forts, ſtrictly ſpeaking, except Dantzict, is the Reaſon that 
Mey have little Commerce with their Neighbours; but this Defi- 


83 c ciency 
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ciency muſt be alſo charged upon their Government; for we 
they were in a better Condition in that Reſpect by thy. 
being in Poſſeſſion of Livonia, they ſhewed no great Inclin; 
tion to improve them. Their Turn in general is to Arn 
and good Fellowſhip ; but from domeſtick Feuds and Aniny, 
ſities their Valour is moſtly experienced upon each othe,! 
and by their inteſtine Diviſions they have often become a Pr 
to thoſe Nations, whom if they had been united, they he 
a Strength ſufficient not only to repulſe but to conquer. | 

This makes them very good Neighbours, for their Amb.“ 
tion has never tempted them, at leaſt for ſome Ages paſt 9 
make any Attempts upon others; but then the Power of the! 
Nobility is ſo great, that the People are apt to ſhew be 
little Vigour in the Support of it; nor can this be wonder! 
at in any Nation where the People cannot be properly faid 
defend themſelves. The Poliſhb Armies, as we ſhall ſee hereafte,! 
have fought with Succeſs and Glory againſt the Turks at 
Tartars; but this was owing to their Nobility mounting @! 
Horſeback, and deciding the Buſineſs in one or two Ga. 


paigns. The ſame Thing that we collect from their Victor, 


we may infer alſo from their Defeats ; they have ſuffered de 
ly from their Wars with the Swedes, but of late have ben 
greatly awed by the Ruſſians; in both Caſes however this has ben 
owing to their having to do with regular Forces, which | 
Crown Army compoſed of thin Battalions under a bad Di} 
Cipline and poorly paid, could never reſiſt. | 

While their Monarchs had a reaſonable Degree of Poe 
they protected them from ſuch Misfortunes, as we ſhall i 


hereafter, by the eſtabliſhing a proper Militia, to whom the, 


aſſigned Lands in Lieu of Pay; but through Errors in G. 
vernment thoſe Regulations have been long ſubverted, 24, 
the C://acks, who in former Times were the Defence of Palm 
act now on the Side of their Enemies. But after all, pert 
none of theſe Miſtakes are irretrievable ; and if the prefer 
Weakneſs and Diſtreſs of that Kingdom, which is grete} 
than ever, ſhould at laſt inſpire them with a true Notion « 
their Errors, and incline them to Amendment, it might f. 
appear their Caſe is not irretrievable ; tho', if nothing of . 
kind happens it will be fo very ſoon. Their Neighbor 
have already encroached upon them in ſuch a Manner, F 
nothing but their Factions could have encouraged, and n*| 
thing but their Folly and want of publick Spirit could th 
brought a brave Nation to bear. But it is now time to ju 
ſue our ordinary Method, and to enter upon a Series of Ft 
neceſſary to render our ſubſequent Reflections intelligible. 5 


9 
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There are few Hiſtories more confuſed than that of Poland, 


inſomuch that we know little or nothing with Certainty, or 
nt leaſt with Certainty enough for our Purpoſe, before the 
Reign of Fagellon, who mounted the Throne in the latter 
* End of the fourteenth Century. He was Grand Duke of Li- 
* thania and a Pagan; but on his being elected King of Poland 
he became a Chriſtian, and took Care to make his Subjects lo; 
he alſo united the whole of his hereditary Dominions to thoſe of 
® Pirnd, which induced the Polzs to have ſuch a Regard for 
his Memory, as to preſerve the Crown in his Family until 
his Male Line extinguiſhed in Sg:/mund Auguſtus in 1552. 


After much Confuſton and a long Struggle between the 


two Factions, Henry Duke of Anjou, Brother to Charles IX. 
of France, was elected King of Poland, in preference to Maxi- 
* milian of Auſtria ; but before he had enjoyed the Crown four 
Months, his Brother died, and Henry returned privately into 
France, which Kingdom he governed by the Name of Henry 
III. and this Election and ſhort Reign introduced that Cor- 
* reſpondence between the French and the Poles, which has ſub- 
ſiſted ever ſince, but very little to the Advantage of the latter. 


At firſt, the Nobility of Poland expreſſed prodigious Reſent- 


ment at the Uſage they had met with; King Henry having 
taken the Advantage of a dark Night to make his Eſcape and 
to deſert that Throne, to which, not without much Trouble 
> and Sollicitations, he had been admitted ; and therefore upon 
> his Abdication, the Party which had eſpouſed the Cauſe of 


* Maximilian of Auſtria, endeavoured to revive his Pretenſions, 


* 


N 
4 
1 
4 


and to place upon his Head that Diadem which his Rival 


had quitted ; but however ey were not able to carry their 
Point, the Majority of the 

Prince that they were ſure would reſide amongſt them; a 
Thing they could no more expect from Maximilian than from 


ales being inclined to chuſe a 


» Henry of Anjou, conſidering the Views that Prince had in 


| Germany. 


It was for this Reaſon more eſpecially, that they made 


Choice of Stephen Batori, Prince of Tranſilvania, who had 


already gained a great Reputation by his Courage. He found 


2 notwithitanding ſome Difficulties to ſtruggle with in the begin- 


ning of his Reign; for a conſiderable Party declared againſt 
: him, and ſeized upon the City of Dantz:ic> on the Behalf of 


Maximilian. King Stephen, however, took the wiſeſt Way to 


eltabliſn himſelf on the Throne of Poland, by marrying Anne 


the Siſter of Sigiſinund Auguſtus, of the Royal Houſe of Ja- 


Lelen, which procured him the Affection of all his Subjects. 


Alter reducing Dantzict, he engaged in a War againſt the 
| G 1 


uſcouvites., 


4 
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Muſcovites, from whom he recovered all that they had tag 


from the Poles; and his Succeſs in this War enabled bin n 
ſettle the Ukrain, which in the Polih Language ſigni® 


Frontiers, which till his Time had been a Wide» 
Defart. | 
He was likewiſe the Author of the NM lire Tenure: | 


the Poles, by which he rendered then the bolt Caniliy y 
the World, But becauſe he "oy well know that Hori h 


was not a Strength ſufficient to defend fuci: Fingdom a 


was ſenſible alſo that the Nobility would never ferve on © 


he deviſed a new Militia compoſed of the Cesc, © row 


and barbarous Race of People, who had hitherto bon th 


Plague and Scourge of Poland, and on whom he bcſtowef 


the Ukrain, where he ſettled them in ſuch a Manner, that the 


3 


Palis might always command a great Body of Infantry, with. 
out being at any great Expence. 


the other, 


of the Beory/thenes, or Nieper; they from thence made the ms} 
dreadful Incurſions by the Black Sea into the Territories d 


the Turks, taking and burning the Cities Sinope and Treb:ſai, 


and even pillaging the Suburbs of Conſtantinople. 


This great King died in 1586, at a Time when he wi 
engaged in a War with the Turks, and left behind him a R. 
putation as great as that of any Prince of his Time, and be. 


queathed to the Polzs as a Legacy, ſuch a Military Eftabliſ- 


ment, as duly attended to would have always defended then] 
from the Ambition of their Neighbours ; but which by ther 
Seditions, Factions, and Corruption, gradually decayed, and i 


now in a great meaſure loſt, 


The Peace and Proſperity of Poland, as it was reſtored h 
King Stephen, ſeemed to be loſt at his Death; for though z 


liſþ Elections, Diſcord and Confuſion had bc 


all the 
and are” ſtill common, yet we read of none fo great 3 # 
this Time, the Nation being equally involved in Religion 


and Political Diſputes; ſo that on one Side the Luther 
camè into the Field with ten thouſand Men, and on the ct 
the Senate had a great Body of good Troops to ſupport tht 

he Competitors for the Crown were three, Þ 


Catholick Cauſe. 
each ſupported by a numerous and powerful Faction. Ti: 
firſt was Theodore, Czar of Ruſſia; the ſecond Maximilian, 
Arch-Duke of Auſtria, who now for the third Time pretenc- 
ed to the Crown; the third was Sigiſmund, Prince of Swe, 


It was argued in fayour of the firſt, that if he was cles Þ 
: be 


Thus he wiſely provided ie] 
the interior Security of the Kingdom on one Hand, and fe 
its Protection againſt the Muſcovites, Tartars, and Turk a 
For thoſe People being in Part ſettled in the Ian 


S 1 
doms 


ine Garles Guſtavus, but how he got Poſſeſſion of them again 
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© fie would render Poland the moſt powerful Monarchy in 
4 Eure, by adding thereto all the Dominions of Ruſſia. The 
; perſonal good Qualities of the ſecond were chiefly inſiſted 
upon, and which is pretty ſingular, he was ſupported by the 
? Pope's Nuncio and the Lutherans. As for the laſt, he was the 


Son of the Siſter of their late King Sigiſmund, and conſequent - 
3 ly the Heir Male of the Family of Fagel/lon, and for this Rea- 
* ſon chiefly, by the Aſſiſtance of the Senate, was choſen on 
> the ninth of Augu/t 1587. : 

The Arch-Duke Maximilian however marched with an 


Army into Poland to diſpute this Election, but was routed 


in two Engagements; and in the laſt being made Priſoner, was 
obliged to renounce all his Pretenſions to the Crown of Po- 
E had By this Means Sigi/mund III. became the peaceable 
poſſeſſor of the Kingdom, but was diſappointed in the De- 


| fer he formed of keeping that of Sweden alſo : for as he 
Vas a violent Papiſt, the Swedes refuſed to acknowledge him, 
and therefore placed upon the Throne the Duke of Sunder- 
nania, which occaſioned a long War between the two King- 
* doms. He reigned 44 Years, and in that Time gave 48 50 
* Proofs of his Courage and Conduct, particularly againſt t 

* Turks, tho in the Wars againſt the Swedes he was very 
> unfortunate. 

* He was ſucceeded, tho? not without a 2 Struggle, by his 
eldeſt Son Uladrfaus VII. who was choſen the 13th of Ne- 
dember 1632. This Monarch proved very ſuccelsful in the 
- N of his Reign againſt the Ruſſians, the Turks, and 
[ Swedes z forcing each of them to make Peace with the Pol:s 
upon Terms advantageous to that Nation. But in the Year 
2 1637, Diſturbances broke out with the Cofſacks ; for the Pra- 
55 Nobility having acquired great Eſtates in the Ukra:r, 
: prevailed upon the King to take away from that Militia the 
* Privileges granted them by King Stephen, which proved of 
very bad Conſequence to the Nation; that Diſpute laſted 
longer than that King's Liſe, which determined on the 20th 
of May 1648. 

| He was ſucceeded by his Brother, John Caſimir, who had 


KF med at the Crown when Uladiſlaus was choſen, aſterward; 
became a Jeſuit, and was promoted to the Rank of a Cardinal, 


i which he reſigned in hopes of the Crown. After his Election 
> he married his Brother's Widow, a French Woman; to whoſe 
Intrigues were chiefly owing all the Misfortunes that attended 
his Reign. We have in our Account of the Kingdom of 


# Sweden ſhewn how he was driven out of his Dominions by 


13 
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is a Point of Hiſtory ſo little known, that it may not be anj; 
to inſert it here. The Danes having attacked the Sw; 
Dominions, King Charles offered to give up all his Conquei 
in Poland for 800000 Rixdollars, which Offer was read 
accepted; but the Poles found it very difficult to raiſe t. 


Mone. The Elector of Brandenburgh, who had called |; 
the Swedes, perceiving that he was like to loſe their Aſſiſtanc, 


privately propoſed to the Poles to pay this Meney and J 
| 


aſſiſt them againſt the Swedes, if thev would renounce tþ 
8 of the Ducal Pruſſia, which he held as a Val. 


to the Crown of Poland: this was accepted and performed (| 
both Sides, and ratified in the famous Treaty of Oliva, h 
which the Poles ended all their Differences with their Neig}.| 


: 
! 
f 
l 


bours. 


This Circumſtance Sir Robert Southruell declared, at a Mee. 
ing of the Royal Society, he had from the Mouth of th. 
Elector of Brandenburgh. After this King Caſimir mich! 

have reigned in Peace, if he had not formed a Project t 
render himſelf abſolute, in order to which he raiſed an Art, 


of 30000 Men, moſt of them Germans. But this Deſign b. 
ing diſcovered, Prince Lubomirſti, the Crown General, at th 


Head of the Poliſh Troops, fell upon the King's Army, de 


feated them totally, and made their General, who ws ; 
Frenchman, Priſoner. 


We need not wonder that after ſuch a Blow as this, th} 


King ſhould be out of Humour with his Subjects, or th: 
his Subjects ſhould have no longer any Confidence in ſuch 
Prince ; but the Methods he took to be revenged on ther 
deſerves to be made known, more eſpecially as they yr: 
ceeded from the Advice given him by his French Que: 
and thoſe of her Nation, whom ſhe procured to be admitt: 
into his Council. In the firſt Place, he excited the Ca 


J 
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to rebel, and to throw off their Subjection to Poland, a I hit, 


ſo baſe as it would never have been believed, if he had u 


been weak enough to have written a Letter under his on 2 
Hand to their Generals for that Purpoſe, which they produca : 


and thereby proved it inconteſtably. 
Another Sch 


eme of his, {till meaner than the former, | 


ſwer'd his End more effectually. He pretended to be | 
ſorry for the Miſchiefs he had occaſioned, and having cap 7 
a Diet at Leopold, he there propoſed redrefling publick Gti 


ances, and paying the Army. The beſt Expedient to ef 


this, was to call in the Gold and Silver of the Kingdom, 4. 


recoin it. But this having been found deficient, the Sta! 


conſented to have vaſt Quantities of Copper coincd, "os 


* 
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1 before had been very ſcarce in the Country, and to raiſe its 
intrinſick Value to almoſt double the common Standard. With 
this Money the King paid the Publick for what they brought 
in, as likewiſe the Arrears of the Army, but kept all the 
Gold and Silver, which he afterwards remitted into France, 
and ſoon followed himſelf, when he had beggared the Nation, 


* for which the Poles abhor his Name even to this Day. 
* He had now reigned twenty Years with very little Quiet, 


1 and leſs Credit; he ſaw plainly that it was impoſſible for him 
* enjoy the One, or to recover the Other in Poland; and 


therefore he reſolved to reſign the Crown, which he accord- 
5 ingly did in the Church of St. ohn at Warſaw, Sept. 16 1668 ; 
and afterwards retiring into France, died at Nevers in Decemb. 
1671. But as he was Abbot of St. Germains at Paris, he was 
buried there under a magnificent Tomb of Braſs, with a pompous 
> Latin Inſcription, attributing to him many Virtues which he 
never had, and in which there is not the leaſt mention of thoſe 
4 Follies and Vices by which he loſt his Honour and his Crown. 
This Reſignation threw the Kingdom of Poland into freſh 
Diſtractions, for immediately four Candidates declared them- 
* ſelves; the firſt was the Great Prince of Ruſſia, on whoſe 
* Behalf the Czar his Father made large Offers. The ſecond 
was the Duke of Newbourg, ſupported by the French Interel!. 
The third was the Duke of Lorrain, who had the German 
* Faction for his Friends. "The Fourth was the Son of the 
Prince of Conde, eſpouſed by many of the Poliſh Nobility out 
of Reſpect to his Father. The Firſt and the Laſt of theſe 
Candidates were ſoon laid afide, but the Factions of the other 
IJ wo were of ſuch equal Strength, that a Civil War was appre- 
13 The Palatine Opalinſti however changed the whole 
Face of Affairs by a Speech, in which he told them, that it 
was a Shame they ſhould either admit of a Foreign Prince, 
or ſuffer Foreigners to preſcribe to them who ſhould be their 
* King ; that their Anceſtors did not act in this Manner; but 
+ when they found themſelves in ſuch a Situation, made Choice 


x : of their Countryman Piaſtus, diſtinguiſhed only by his Vir- 


7 tues, who governed them ſo prudently, that tho! he lived to be 
one Hundred and Twenty, his Death was as much regretted 
as if he had been cut off in the Flower of his Age. This Speech 


4 was ſo well received that the whole Aſſembly cried out, A 


| Piaft A Piaft which is now become a Phraſe to expreſs a 
PFaliſ Candidate in Oppoſition to a Stranger. 

* At the next Meeting the ſame Palatine Prince was called 
2 upon to name one of the Nobility worthy of the Crown; 


| pon which he made another Speech, at the Cloſe of which 
f I he 


> 
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ne propoſed Prince Michael WWieſnowiſti, who was deſcendy | 
from a Brother of Jagellon. He was not remarkable for Pam 
tor Courage, or Fortune; and it was generally ſuſpected th 
he was mention'd to make Way for ſome other potterfy 
Nobleman ; but it ſo fell out, that as the Palatine pronouncet 
his Name, a Swarm of Bees flew over his Head, upon which 
the People cried out unanimouſly, God ſave King Micnay, 
That Prince, who was preſent himſelf, broke out into Tear, | 
declared himſelf very unfit for a Crown, and begged the 
would procecd to a new Election, but it was to 1 | 


. 


the Diet perſiſted in their Choice, ſo he became a King whe. | 


ther he would or not. | 

Michael Mieſnorviſti having thus had the Crown forced up 
him by the plainer and honeſter part of the Aſſembly, wu 
crowned on the ſeventeenth of September 1670: He had been, 
while a Youth, one of the Lords of the Bed-Chamber to th! 
Emperor Leopold, who notwithſtanding conſented very read. 
ly to his Marriage with the Princeſs Eleonora of Auſtria bi 
Ser, which at firſt raifed ſome Jealouſies and Diſconte:: | 
amongſt the Nobility, who were afraid he made this Mate 
with a View to enlarge his Power at the Expence of th 
public Liberty; but the Eaſineſs of his Temper, and his Re: 
dineſs to conſent to whatever they aſked, very ſoon cor 
vinced them, that their Fears were groundleſs; and that th: 


6 


W 
0 


had nothing to dread from this Monarch on the Side of h 
Ambition. | 

But in the Year 1672, the Turks under the Pretence «| 
having taken the Ceſſachs under their Protection, invaded 5. 
land, and very ſoon made themſelves Maſters of Kam 


the Capital of Podolia, a Place till then eſteemed impregnabl:; 1 | 
and ſo much ſuperior their Forces appeared to any that i: 


could raiſe againſt them, that the King reſolved to make tt} 
beſt Peace he could, which however proved a very indifterer 


one; for by it he covenanted to pay the Turks a great dun] 


of Money for ſparing that City and its Inhabitants, and tip} 
lated beſides, that he would yield the Ts a conftant Tribe 
cf 22,000 Gold Ducats per Annum. As advantageous as tWÞ 
muſt appear, the T»r4s nevertheleſs were not long before th” 
renewed their Hoſtilities, which obliged the Crown-(enen B 
Sabieſti to venture a Battle under great Diſadvantages, in wil 

however he gained a compleat as well as unexpected Victonf 
But the King did not live to receive the Pleaſure of this New 


dying ſuddenly on the ſixteenth of Noverber 1673, not wit: * 
out ſtrong Suſpicions of Poiſon. He was thirty-two Y ca!s A 


Age, a Man of much Mildneſs, Moderation, and Picty; '* 
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'S Turks, and that as it was won by the Crown- 
® lieſti, ſo he only deſerved to be King, by whoſe Courage 
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4 ne who was far enough from having the great Qualitics re- 
S.iſite to fill the Throne with Dignity, more eſpecially” in 
F ch a Count as Poland. 


The next Diet of Election was attended as uſual with 


F reat Confuſion 3 the Candidates were the Czar of Muſcovy's 
Foungeſt Son, the Prince of Tranſilvania, the Elector of Bran- 


turgh's eldeſt Son; the Duke of Lorrain and the Prince of 


»nde were alſo named, with ſome others. At laſt there were 


ree Factions formed; the firſt of the Lithuanians, who were 


Sr the Duke of Lorrain; the ſecond of the Poliſb Nobility, who 
ere moſt of them for the Duke of Neuburgh's Son; and 
the Army, who pretended to be for the French Prince, who 


o not named, was underſtood (as I have ſaid) to be the 


Prince of Conde. By Degrees all the Factions were reduced 
Þ two, one for the Duke of Lorrain, and the other for the 


7 ench P rince. 
In the End however, this Election, like the former, was 
gecided ſuddenly, by a Speech. The Palatine of Nuſſia roſe 
p and ſaid, That the Lithuanians had diſhonoured their 
Country, rz ſo violently as they had done againſt 
a Piaſt or Native of Poland; that it was dangerous at this 
Juncture to chooſe a German Prince; and that for his Part 


0 he would ſpeak his Sentiments plainly. That they were on 


© the Point of finking into the loweſt State of Contempt, if 
they had not been delivered by the late Ty over the 


eneral Fo- 


and Conduct they were ſtill a People.” This did the Buſi- 
s effectually; for though the Lithuanians proteſted againſt 
that Day, yet they recanted the next, and ſo the Election 


'Fecame unanimous. 
Fon Sobieſti being thus raiſed to the Crown, was deſirous 


carrying on the War againſt the Turks, in which he 
very indifferently ſeconded by the Nobility, who tid” 


Fey before promiſed an Army of 60,000 Men, vet made a 
Piffculty of furniſhing him with 40,000 after he was elected. 


2 he King, notwithſtanding this, carried on the War, and in 
Se Year 1675 he obtained the greateſt Victory the Pol-s 

er had to boaſt of; for in the Neighbourhood of the City 
Lecpold, with 5000 Men in an open Plain he defeated 60,000 
Juris and Tartars, who fled in one Night as many Leagues 
they had marched in three Days ; and afterwards with an 


Emy of 15,000 Men he drove above an 100,900 Turks and 


Jartars out of Podolia. 
When 


* 


| 
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When he had thus ſecured the Peace of the Kingdom,, 
returned to Cracow, where on the ſecond of February 16% 
he was crown'd with great Magnificence, He made a very þ, 
nourable Peace with the Turks not long after, which laſted : 
the Year 1683. In that Year they invaded Germany, and þ, 
ſieged Vienna, to the Relief of which the King of Pl, 
marched with 20,000 Men; and having joined the Electors ; 
Bavaria and Saxony, and the Duke of Lorrain, who had ah 
the ſame Number, he on the 12th of September attacked tt 
Grand Vizir, who had an Army of near 200,000, entirely d 
feated them, forcing them to raiſe the Siege, and fly with th; 
utmoſt Precipitation. The King made his Entry into Vn; 
through the Breach with the great Standard of the Turks, take 
by his Troops, carried before him. | 

He afterwards continued the War for ſome time longer, th; 
he thought himſelf but indifferently treated by the Emper; 
On his return into Poland, he met with much Uneafing 
and Diſcontent; the Nobility apprehending that he intend 
to make the Crown Hereditary in his Family, and that ; 
was with this View he hoarded up ſo much Money; for it y: 
computed that in the Space of twenty Years, he faved n 
two Millions Sterling. His Cares and Fatigues brought © 
Complication of Diſtempers, which carried him off the ſec. 
teenth of June 1696, in the ſixty-ſixth Year of his Age a: 
twenty-ſecond of his Reign. At the Time of his Deceaſe, |: 
was the Oldeſt, the Richeſt, and for perſonal Courage t. 
moſt renowned Monarch in Europe. | 

After the King's Death, Cardinal Radzionſti, Archbiſh 
of Gnejna, and Primate of the Kingdom, took the Admir- 
ſtration of the Government, as is uſual, upon him, and notife 
the King's Death to Foreign Princes, and to all the Governi: 


of the Provinces, and adviſed with the Senators that were the 


at Narſau, of the proper Method and the Time to chulc 
new King. They fixed upon the twenty-ninth of Ag 
1696, for the Convocation of the grand Diet; but there # 
pearing ſeveral Competitors, and thoſe too ſupported by pour 
tul Factions, it was thought neceſſary to take more Iin 
to appeaſe the Diſſentions of the Nobility ; for which Reaſon t: 
a dg of the Diet was deferred to the fifteenth of 1s 
1697. 

They then choſe the Sieur Belinſti for their Speaker, wii 
they call Marſhal. The chief Competitors were Prince 7 
of Peland, and his Brother Prince Alexander, the Prince“ 
Com, Don Livio Odeſchalchi, and Prince Lewis of Baa, 
dut at laſt the Elector of Sqrmy wegxpectedly _ to t: 

ron 


e weakeſt, and having always been in the Intere 


to the Field, they 
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. ern of Poland with 8000 Men, and declared himſc!f a 


Fandidate, having a Twelvemonth before privately abjured 


Religion to qualify himſelf for this Crown, which pro- 

red him the Intereſt of the Pope and Clergy ; ſo that at 
Enoth no conſiderable Party appeared but for him, the 
Fince of Conti, and Prince James. The Cardinal Primate, 


| ith a great Number of the Palatins, ſupported the Intereſt of 
e Prince of Conti, the French having for ſeveral Years before 


Sven a great Character of his Merit and Valour, which made 
De King of France believe that he would undoubtedly carry 
Fat Crown, as it is probable he would have done, had he 
Seen in Perſon as near the Place of Election as the Elector of 
rony was; for on the 26th of June, being the Day of Elec- 
Jon, the Diet drew out into the Field, and he had that Day 
More Votes than either the Elector of Saxony or Prince James, 
Which the Primate obſerving, went with his Party and imme- 
Fately proclaimed him King. 
But the two other Parties knowing that this could not be 
gally done, without the unanimous Conſent of the Diet, pro- 
ted againſt it; and Prince James perceiving his TR to be 
of the 
Jouſe of Auſtria, as being married to the Siſter of the Em- 
Web and Queen of Spain, Hg ov all his Intereſt to the Elector 
Sarony, who was likewiſe ſupported by the Emperor. "Theſe 
Vo Parties being thus united into one, were more numerous 
n that of the Prince of Conti; wherefore coming next Day 
got the Biſhop of Cujavia, after the 
Fimate had refuſed it, to proclaim Frederic Auguſtus of Sax- 
#) King of Poland, and ſent Ambaſſadors to defire him to 
Wcept of the Crown; he accordingly entered the Kingdom 
With his Forces, and marched directly to Cracow, where he 
Fas crowned. 
The other Party endeavoured however to maintain their 
Wection ; but the Prince of Conti, who came from Dantzi:/, 
ding that he ſhould have no more Friends in Poland than he 
rchaſed with his Money, and that they would continue ſ» 
longer than they were ſupplied with it, determined to quit 
Claim, as he did, and fo left the peaceable Poſſeſſion to 
Wing Auguſtus; who notwithſtanding this was far enough 
dm meeting with that Duty and Reſpect which he hoped 
Wr ; ſo that new Diſturbances were on the point of ariſing, 
hey had not been prevented by the Wiſdom and Moderation 


the King, 


L In the Beginning of the Year 1700, he had brought Things 
o ſome tolerable Degree of Order, and might very pro- 


bably 
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bably have reigned peaceably enough, in as much as with 2 
the great Qualities that could be wiſhed for in a Prince, he hy 
an Aﬀability and Freedom in his Behaviour that was very «, 

aging, and withal an almoſt boundleſs Generofity, which i; 
al much eſteemed in all Countries, but more eſpecially in 
Poland. I ſay, notwithſtanding what was paſt, he might hay 
reigned as quietly as any of his Predeceſſors, if he had not: 
lite raſhly embarked himſelf in a Quarrel with the King g 
Sweden, in the Manner we have already related in ſome of on 
former Articles. 

This it was that gave an Opportunity to that Faction whic. 
had ſupported the Prince of Conti, once more to make Heat 
againſt the King, under Pretence that he had violated the Lay 
by bringing in his Saxon Troops, and taking other Steps thi 
were inconſiſtent with the Convention into which they ha 
entered at the Time of his Election, and which, according to 


their Conſtitution, was to be the ſole Rule of his Gover: 


ment. The King of Sweden encouraged this Party, ant 
cven went ſo far as to hint to them, that the only Wa 
to make themſelves eaſy and gain his Friendſhip, was to 0 
clare the Throne vacant, and clect a new King, which whe 
they ſaw that Monarch in a Condition to ſupport them, the; 
made no Scruple of doing, and accordingly they made Choice 
Staniſlaus Leczenſki Palatine of Poſnania, a young Nobleman x 
bout the Age of the King of Sweden, who on the fourth « 
October 1705 was crowned at Warſaw. 

The next Year his Confederate Charles XII. of Sion 
entered Saxony, where he reduced King Augu/tus to ſuch es 
treme Diſtreſs, that he was glad to make Peace upon ſuc 
Terms, as were impoſed on him by his Enemy, among 
which the hardeſt was this, that he ſhould acknowledge an 
write a Letter to Staniſlaus as King of Poland. In the ſuccer- 
ing Year the laſt mentioned Prince was acknowledged by. 
the Powers in Europe; but the Year following, that is, in 17% 
the King of Sweden being defeated in the famous Battle « 
Pultowa, it ſoon became evident that Staniſlaus would 1 
his Kingdom almoſt as ſoon as he had acquired it. i 
had indeed a Body of Swediſh Troops about him, with whit 
for ſome Time he endeavoured to maintain himſelf in e 
ſeſſion; but at length found he was under a Neceſſity * 
"ans his Country, and following the Swediſh Monarch i! 


urky. | 


In 1709 King Auguſtus reſumed the Sovereignty, and b» 


fore the End of the Year the Stwedes were obliged to retire © 
ſolutely out of the Kingdom, In 1710, King Augu/?us he's 
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Diet at Nurſaue, where he was congratulated by the Senate and 


Mobility on his Return, and the neceſſary Meaſures taken to 
Sure his peaceable Poſſeſſion of the Throne; but the Meaſurcs 
Shich beſt ſecured him were thoſe taken by himſelf, by keeping 
Sear his Perſon a conſiderable Body of his faithful Saxons, and 
&ceding to the Treaty concluded between the Czar and the 
rte, which delivered the Poles from the Dangers of a Foreign 
ar, tho? it was far enough from extinguiſhing their Domeſtic 
KWctions. 
In the Year 1713, there was a Conſpiracy formed againſt 
Sc King, but it was happily diſcovered and prevented; he 
ought fit thereupon, after making the neceſſary Diſpoſitions 
| Laling the Affairs of the Kingdom, to retire for ſome 
e into Saxony, whence he did not return till the Vear 
lowing, when he found new Stirrings of Jealouſy and 


Piſcontent in that Country, with which he was much offend- 


; becauſe to purchaſe the good Will of the Poles he had par- 

ned two of his greateſt Enemies, remitted a third Part of the 
Faxcs granted for the Support of the er and had ordered 
Wirtcen Regiments of his German Troops to leave the Kingdom. 
Some of the diſcontented Senators demanded a Diet on 
Horſeback, which his Majeſty refuſed to call, becauſe he 
Freſaw it could anſwer no End, but that of giving a Rebel- 


Wn the Colour of a legal Proceeding. There were however 


e of the Nobility who actually began to mount, and ſhew- 
© a Diſpoſition of holding ſuch an Aſſembly without the Royal 
Wcenſe ; but the King prevented this, by declaring abſolutely 
Wat he would treat as Rebels ſuch as ſhould preſume to mect 
Wether without ſuch an Authority as the Conſtitution had 
ndered requiſite ; and to incline theſe People to hearken 
Wore readily to Reaſon, he recalled his German Troops ; and 

ing alſo made Peace with the Tirks, he began to enjoy 
Wore Quiet than he had dene from the Time he had firit 
ended the Throne. | 
n the Year 1724 happened the unfortunate Affair of Yorn, 
ich had like to have plunged the Republick into a War 
ch moſt of the Proteſtant Powers in Europe. The City 
ern is one of the moſt conſiderable in that Part of Priſſia 
ich belongs to Poland, and is generally ſpeaking inhabited 

Proteſtants ; there were however ſome Papiſts, and they 
«invited a few Jeſuits thither to educate their Children. 


ae of their Scholars quarrelled with the Townſmen, this 


Wcalioned a Riot, and the pulling down a Part of the Houfe 
E which the Jeſuits lived; upon which the Magiſtrates not in- 


H this 


, poling in time, ſome other Exceſſes were committed. Upon 


| 
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this a Tribunal was erected, compoſed of ſome Grandees N 5 Thi 


Senators of Poland, who after examining into the Affair, ca, fre 
ed the chief Magiſtrate Mr. Reuſner to be beheaded, » MKing 
ſome of the Townſmen to be hanged and their Bodies bum, 8 5 
they likewiſe changed the Magiſtrates of the Town contre heir 
to the Treaty of Oliva, which obliged the Crowns of C ban! 


Britain, Sweden, and Pruſſia to interpoſe, as Guarantee; g 
that Treaty, in favour of the Proteſtants ; but the Affair bein 
drawn into a Negotiation, the bad Effects that were appt 
hended from thoſe violent Proceedings were prevented, thous 
the Proteſtants had not that Juſtice done them, which fron 
the Nature of that Treaty, and the Power of thoſe Coun 
that interpofed on their If they had juft Reaſon t 
expect. 

There followed not long after another troublefome Afi, 
which becauſe it may hereafter be revived and create ney 
Diſputes, it is neceſlary we ſhould conſider it more at lam 
The Dutchy of Courland, which was anciently a Part of [; 
vonia, was a Fief of the Crown of Poland, and had been hel 
as ſuch by the Family of Ketler, from the Year 1561. Willm 
Duke of Courland married, in the Year 1710, the Prince 
Ann of Ruſ"a, Daughter to the Czar John, and Niece n 
the Czar Peter, but died without leaving any Children d 
that Marriage: By his Demiſe the Dutchy deſcended to u 
Uncle Ferdinand ; but the Dutcheſs Dowager took Poſſe 
of it by Force, and the Duke was obliged to live at Dov 
zick in very indifferent Circumſtances. 

The King of Pruſſia laboured to procure this Country fr 
the Margrave of Brandenburgh Sweat, who offered to pu 
the Debts with which it was charged; but the Grandes d 
Poland were ſtrongly inclined to let it remain no longer: 
ſeparate Dutchy, but rather to unite and incorporate it with tt 
reſt of Poland, to be governed in the fame Manner as othe 
Parts of the Kingdom. The Nobility of Courland, wil 
are very numerous, were extremely alarmed at this, and ther 
fore in the Name of Duke Ferdinand called a general Diet! 
order to elect a Succeſſor, in which they choſe Count Ma 
rice of Saxony, the natural Son of King Auguſtus, at preie 
ſo well known to the World by the Title of Marſhal dur 
But Duke Ferdinand having A the Edict by wh 
the Aſſembly was called, and the Poles highly reſenting "i 
Election, King Auguſtus was forced to * againſt I 


Son, and he was ſoon after compelled to retire by the Ruſs 
Troops. 


1 


1 9 eto impeded. 
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| N This was in the Year 1728, and from that Time Poland 


&--w more and more uneaſy, from an Apprehenſion that the 


Line intended to ſecure the Crown to the Electoral Prince on 
8 33 which they pretended was a high Violation of 
heir Conſtitution; tho? their Election of this very King rather 


Fan Prince James Sobieſet was the firſt Inſtance that ever 
ppencd in Poland of the King's Son being ſet aſide ; their 


rown, tho' always eleCtive, having gone in a direct Line 
or eight hundred Years. King Auguſtus laboured all he could 
> ſatisfy the Nobility, and to compoſe their Differences, but 


o no Purpoſe. 


His Sickneſs hindered him from holding a Diet at Grado 
or that Year ; and the next the Factions were ſo high that 
o Diet could be held; upon which the King retired much 
ſatisfied into Saxony, and the Lithuamans drew up a ſtrong 
roteſt againſt his leaving the Kingdom without the Con- 
nt of the Senate, and ſeveral other Grievances. The King 
alled another Diet in 1730, which broke up without com- 
g to any Reſolution. In 1732, he called a third extraordi- 
tary Diet at Warſaw with no better Effect. He ſummoned 
wever another extraordinary Diet in the Beginning of 1733, 
t was prevented from holding it, by Death. His Deceaſe 
appened on the 27th of January that Year, and left the 
fairs of this Country in great Confuſion. 
It is recent in every ones Memory, that the Death of 
ing Auguſtus of Poland gave Riſe to a bloody War between the 
ouſes of Auſtria and Bourbon; but how this came about, 
1d what were the Meaſures taken by the different Parties 
m the Beginning of that Affair to the End, is not ſo gene- 
ly underſtood, and yet there is nothing that deſerves. to be 
er known than the _ of this whole Tranſaction. 
he late Emperor, Charles the Vith, was very far from being 
isfied with the Conduct of King Auguſtus in the latter Part 
his Reign, becauſe he ſuſpected, not without Grounds, that 
had fome Engagements with the Courts of France and 
maria, not very favourable to the Pragmatick Sanction ; 
which Reaſon the Imperial Intereſt was employ'd in Po- 
þ:4 rather to traverſe thar, promote the King's Views with 
ppect to the Succeſſion. | 
But when his Paliſʒ Majeſty was dead, and the Imperial 
urt found his Son the preſent King very tractable with 
Wpect to i.'s favourite Point, the Pragmatick Sanction; this 
ve a new Turn to the Counſels of the Court of Vienna, 


N engage. them to favour that Meaſure which they had 
H 2 
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On the other Hand, France from firſt to laſt openly (ug, 


ported the Intereſt of King Staniflaus, whoſe Hiſtory, fron 


the Time of his being driven out of Poland, is, in few Wort, 


this. His*generous Friend the King of Sweden aſſigned hin! 
his paternal Inheritance the little Dutchy of Deux Ponts in! , 


His Subſiſtance, which he held ſo long as that Prince live, 
but upon his Demiſe the next Heir took Poſſeſſion, an; 


King Staniſlaus was forced to retire to Straſburgh, where h . 


lived on the Bounty as well as under the Protection of hi 


Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, who in the Year 1725 married dt 


Princeſs Mary his Daughter ; which conſequently intereſt! 
France extreamly in his . His great Alliances, his man; 
Virtues, and his being freer from Vices than almoſt any Prince 
his Time, had preſerved him many Friends in Poland; 


that it was no difficult Matter for the Marqueſs De Monti, d 


FrenchAmbaſlador in that Kingdom at the Death of King Auzujin, 
in Conjunction with the Primate, to form a great Faction i: 
his Favour, more eſpecially as they were both Men of er 
Abilities. 


But the Electoral Prince of Saxory being ſupported by te 


Courts of Vienna and Peterſburgh, a double Election enfuct 
King Staniſſuus, who paſſed into that Country immecdiatel 


after the Throne became vacant, went to JYar/aw, where h 


was received and treated as King, but was very ſoon driver 
out again by the Ruſſian Army commanded by Count A. 
nich, and obliged to retire to Dentzich, in which he ſuſtaine! 
a long Siege, ran great Hazards, ſuffered many Hardſhip; 
and at laſt with infinite Difficulty made his Eſcape to Konig. 
berg, where he was protected by the late King of Pruſſia. 

In the mean Time the Crowns of France and Spain brok: 
with the Emperor, upon Pretence of this Diſpute, and of hi 
having ſupported King Auguſtus III. and proſecuted that Wz 
with great Vigour in Germany and Jtaly; till at laſt havin: 
carried their Point, and forced the Emperor to a Peace, : 
the Care that was taken of King Staniſlaus was, that he ſhou: 
ergoy the Title of King of Poland and the Dutchy of Lerrai 
for Life, and on the other Hand France and Spain acknowledę 
ed King Augu/tus. 

It was very clear from their whole Management of t.. 
Affair, that the Court of Fer/ailles was never in earneſt 1: 
the Support of Staniſſauss Title to this Crown; but mic: 
uſe of it only as a Colour, firſt of engaging in a War again! 
the Houſe of Aufria, and next for obtaining an immed!! 
Poſſeſſion of Lorrain under his Name, which otherwiſe the 


could never have gained. Aiter this Peace was thus concu 
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N Al there broke out a War between the late Emperor, affiſt- 


f 


© ed by the late Czarina, againſt the Turks, in which, not- 
* withſtanding the Share thoſe two Powers had in raiſing him 
do the Throne, King Augu/tus took no Part; and indeed the 
* miſerable Condition his Kingdom was in from a ſhort but 
* vere Civil War, might very reaſonably excuſe it. 
He has ever fince continued in the peaceable Poſſeſſion of 
his Dominions, and the Poles have had nothing to diſturb 
"them but Broils and Diſputes among their great Families, 
ſtom which they never were, or indeed are ever like to be 


1 * free; ſince from a miſtaken Notion of Liberty, they look 


upon the unbounded Power of their Nobility as the moſt 
valuable Part of their Conſtitution, and thereby ſuffer them- 
ſcles io be cheated by the Sound of Freedem out of the 
Thing itſelf. | 

* Frederick Auguſtus III. King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, 
was elected to the firſt of theſe Dignities September 23, 1733, 
in the forty-ſeventh Year of his 155 He had long before 


* 


c cſpouſed his preſent Queen Maria-Foſepha of the Houſe of 


| Auſtria, Daughter to the late Emperor Feſeph, which attached 
the Couf# of Vienna fo cloſely to his Intereſts, as to make 
great Concefſions in the beforementioned Treaty in 1736, 
for the ſake of procuring his Election to be l 


by thoſe who had diſputed it. Yet on the breaking out 


of the laſt War on the Score of the late Emperor's Succeſſion, 


be vas ſo far from making uſe of the Diſpoſition of the Poles 


1 to afliſt the Queen of Hungary, that he entered into the Views 
only Y 


of the Houſe of Bavaria, and, as Elector of Saxony, marched 
a Body of Troops into Bohemia, in Conjunction with the French 
and Pruſſians as Auxiliaries of the Emperor Charles VII. 
But after the Treaty of Breſſau, he went over again to the 
Auſtrian Intereſt, and by an Alliance concluded at /Yarſaw, 
undertook to ſend a Body of Forces into Bohemia for the 
Service of the Queen of Hungary. | 

He likewiſe endeavoured to draw the Republick into an 
Augmentation of its Troops, to give Weight to the ſame 
Cauſe; but by an unforeſeen Accident the Diet fell into 
great Confuſion, and roſe without coming to any Reſolution. 
he King of Pruſſia (who has always had both good In- 
itelligence and great Influence in Poland) not fatiefied with 
deſcating his Views in that Country, attacked him in his Here- 
pritary Dominions in the following Winter, made himſelf 
Maſter of Dreſden, and forced him to a Peace on his own 
Jerms, ſince which his Conduct has been again very different 


prom what it was before. 
; H 3 In 
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In the Spring of the Year 1746, his Poliſh Majeſty thong 


* 1 . f * ; 4 * + . ; oof 
e „ n ye ob 


fit to make ne Promotions in that Kingdom, which it wy nk 
k-j4-yc2 t:1.4:4 to a Coalition of Parties, and very ſoon after by tl 
it due Served that ſome of the Pokſb Lords, who, tho they 74 * 
we preferred by the reigning Family, had never been cos. or at 
ſidered as very warmly attached to it, intereſted themſcha Chrit 
extreamly in removing the Prejudices of ſuch as had con. = gow 


tinued many Years in an avowed Oppoſition. The Pg 
Miniſter at the Court of Peter/burgh alſo began to confer cloſch 
with ſome Embaſladors and 3 whom till then he h?! 
avoided. There grew alſo a Difference, or at leaſt a D 
agreement with the Court of Vienna, on account of the Sum; 
that were expected to indemuify his Poliſh Majeſty for de 
great Expences occaſioned by the Stay of the Auſtrian For 
in Saxony. The like Syſtem of Politicks prevailed the nex 
Year, and notwithſtanding the Allies were in want of Troop, i + 
and ſhewed a great Inclination to take a Body of Saxons int 
their Pay, which appeared alſo a Meaſure not at all imprope 
for the Court of Dreſden to have complied with upon ai. 
+" Terms, it was waved notwithſtanding, or rate 
ighted. 

[his occaſioned many Speculations, till about the midi: 
of Summer a double Marriage was concluded with the Hour > long 
of Bavaria, in conſequence of which the Electoral Prince d | 
Saxony eſpouſed on the gth of June, 1747, the Princeſs Mari. 
Antonietta, Daughter to the late Emperor Charies VII. and 
in leſs than a M »rith after the Elector of Bavaria marticl 
the Princeſs Mary-Ann of Saxony. The World had ſcare 
Time to reflect on the Conſequences that might follow fron 
fo cloſe a Junction between theſe two Courts, when ther 
Attention was farther awakened by the Report of a Marrig 
of ſtill greater Importance. The Dauphinefs, Daughter d 
their Catholick Majeſties dying in Childbed of a Prince 
it was forcſcen that the Dauphin could not long remain 
Widower, and within as ſhort a Space as Decency would 
allow, the Marriage of that Prince was declared with the 
Princeſs Maria- Joſe pha of Saxony, which took Effect in th 
Month of February following. 

It is true that theſe Matters rather relate to the Affairs of C. 
many than of Poland, but in as much as they ſeem to have op: 
rated very powerfully in that Kingdom, no great Inconſiſtenc 
will appear from our treating of them in this Chapter. The Cout 
of Ruſſia having granted a Body of Auxiliaries to the Maritim: 
Powers, they traverſed Poland about this Time in their Paſſagt 
to Moravia ; and tho' they met with no Interruption, yet it ds 

10 


not remain a Secret to the World, that ſome Intrigues tending 
that Way had been ſet on foot amongſt the Poliſh Grandees 


+ 
1 
* 
bi 
% 
vi 


at the Requeſt of the Czarina, arreſted by the Magiſtrates of | 


= 
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by the Count De la Salle, a French Officer who had been in 
the Ruſſian Service, and was now charged with a Commiſſion, 
or at leaſt had a publick Character given him from his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty to the City of Dantzic# ; but being a little 
flow in producing his Letters Credentials, tho* he had been 
briſk enough in his former Negotiations at J/ar/ſaw, he was 


Dantzich, and confined in their Citadel. This occaſioned a 
reat Noiſe, more eſpecially upon his being retaken after mak- 


: ing his Eſcape, which did not hinder his attempting it a ſecond 


5 


Time with better Succeſs, and then taking his Rout through 
Pruffia he arrived ſafely in France, where for Form Sake, he 


was arreſted. This produced ſome Altercations between the 


Courts of Peter/burgh and Warſaw, that at firſt threatened 


extraordinary Conſequences, but by Degrees have been buried 


in Oblivion. 


His Poliſb Majeſty laſt Spring cauſed the neceſſary Prepa- 


© rations to be made for holding of a Diet, of the Succeſs of 


» 


" 
l . 
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which there were great Hopes, more eſpecially after the King's 
coming to JYarſaw, where he reſided upon this Occaſion 
longer than at any Time during his Reign. This however, 
like the former Dyet, has proved ineffectual; but the Nobility 
having ſhewn an Inclination to fee Prince Xavier, his Polijh 
Majeſty's ſecond Son, ſettled in that Capital, it is believed 
their — — will not be ſlighted, nor is it at all im- 
probable that the utmoſt Endeavours will be uſed to recom- 
mend this young Prince to the Affections of the Poles. 

In the mean time the Affair of Courland has been again 
brought upon the Carpet, and the States of that Country encou- 

ed to proceed to a new Election, tho” there are at preſent no 
leſs than three Princes who flatter themſelves with having 


each a Title to this Dutchy ; viz. the Marſhal Count Maurice 


of Saxony, formerly elected by the States; the Duke of Biren, 


once in Poſſeſſion and now depoſed ; and Prince Lewis of 


Brunſwick Walfenbuttle, who was elected when the former 
Duke was deprived. It is not enſy to diſcover what Turn 
tais Affair will take, or what Meaſures the Court of Poland 


will think proper to purſue in ſo nice and critical a Buſi- 


neſs. But there is very little Reaſon to doubt the Deciſion 


of this Affair will inſtruct us what to think of the Views of 


his Poliſb Majeſty and his Miniſters, and whether there is any 


| Reaſon to credit that Report which has for ſome time pre- 
| Valled, of Poland's entering into an Alliance with the Courts 
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In the Spring of the Year 1746, his Poliſb Majeſty thor. oP 
fit to wn ng 5. Promotions i that Kingdom, which 1 : wk 
Eigen 1:1. 4.4 to a Coalition of Parties, and very ſoon af! by tl 
it d oferve. that ſome of the Poliſh Lords, who, tho thy ſÞ te! 
We preferred by the reigning Family, had never been con. or at 
ſidered as very warmly attached to it, intereſted themſclyy * Chri 
extreamly in removing the Prejudices of ſuch as had co. gow 
tinued for many Years in an avowed Oppoſition. The Pig WF briſk 
Miniſter at the Court of Peterſburgh alſo began to confer cloſch 
with fore Emballadors and Ynvoys, whom till then he ha 
avoided, There grew alſo a Difference, or at leaſt a D.. 
agreement with the Court of Vienna, on account of the Sun; iſ 
that were expected to indemuify his Poli/h Majeſty for th 
great Expences occaſioned by the Stay of the Auſtrian For 
in Saxony. The like Syſtem of Politicks prevailed the nex 
Year, and notwithſtanding the Allies were in want of Troops 
and ſhewed a great Inclination to take a Body of Saxons int 
their Pay, which appeared alſo a Meaſure not at all improper 
for the Court of Dreſden to have complied with upon at. | 
vantageous Terms, it was waved notwithſtanding, or rate 
flighted. 

This occaſioned many Speculations, till about the mid: 
of Summer a double Marriage was concluded with the Hou 
of Bavaria, in conſequence of which the Electoral Prince d like tt 
Saxony eſpouſed on the gth of June, 1747, the Princeſs Mari. having 
Antonietta, Daughter to the late Emperor Charies VII. a Majel! 
in leſs than a Month after the Elector of Bavaria marti their 
the Prine*fs Mary-Ann of Saxony. The World had fcare WF probat 
Time to reflect on the Conſequences that might follow fron WW mend 
ſo cloſe a Junction between theſe two Courts, when ther In 
Attention was farther awakened by the Report of a Marr brougb 
of ſtill greater Importance. The Dauphineſs, Daughter « MW raged t 
their Catholick Majeſties dying in Childbed of a Prince © lefs th: 
it was forcſcen that the Dauphin could not long remain: each a 
Widower, and within as ſhort a Space as Decency wod i of Sax 
allow, the Marriage of that Prince was declared with th: once i; 
Princeſs Maria-Foj:pha of Saxony, which took Effect in ti WW Brunſu 
Month of February following. Duke 

It is true that theſe Matters rather relate to the Affairs of C this Aff 
many than of Poland, but in as much as they ſeem to have oh will th 
rated very powerfully in that Kingdom, no great Inconſiſtenq neſs. 
will appear from our r in this Chapter. The Com of this 
of Ruſſia having granted a Body of Auxiliaries to the Maritim WW his Pali 


Powers, they traverſed Poland about this Time in their Pall BW Reaſon 
ö railed, 


to Moravia ; and tho' they met with no Interruption, yet it di 
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gt not remain a Secret to the World, that ſome Intrigues tending 
wi © that Way had been ſet on foot amongſt the Poliſb Grandecs 
after by the Count De la Salle, a French Officer who had been in 
they che Ruſſian Service, and was now charged with a Commiſſion, 
co. or at leaſt had a publick Character given him from his Moſt 
dv © Chriſtian Majeſty to the City of Dantzict; but being a little 
con. © flow in producing his Letters Credentials, tho' he had been 


al driſk enough in his former Negotiations at J/ar/aw, he was 
oſch at the Requeſt of the Czarina, arreſted by the Magiſtrates of 
Wl Dantzict, and confined in their Citadel. This occaſioned a 
Di. great Noiſe, more eſpecially upon his being retaken after mak- 
Jum ing his Eſcape, which did not hinder his attempting it a ſecond 
te Time with better Succeſs, and then taking his Rout through 
DI Pruffia he arrived ſafely in France, where for Form Sake, he 
nen was arreſted. This produced ſome Altercations between the 


0p; Courts of Peterſburgh and Warſaw, that at firſt threatened 

inn extraordinary Conſequences, but by Degrees have been buried 

opel in Oblivion. 

u. His Poliſp Majeſty laſt Spring cauſed the neceſſary Prepa- 

ather rations to be made for holding of a Diet, of the Succeſs of 
which there were great Hopes, more eſpecially after the King's 

dds coming to /Yarſaw, where he reſided upon this Occaſion 


lou longer than at any Time during his Reign. This however, 
e dl like the former Dyet, has proved ineffectual; but the Nobility 
aria: having ſhewn an Inclination to fee Prince Xavier, his Poliſh 
24 Maie 's ſecond Son, ſettled in that Capital, it is believed 


miei WW their Clicitations will not be lighted, nor is it at all im- 
e probable that the utmoſt Endeavours will be uſed to recom- 
fron WW mend this young Prince to the Affections of the Poles. 
ther WE In the mean time the Affair of Courland has been again 
rug brought upon the Carpet, and the States of that Country encou- 
r i . to proceed to a new Election, tho? there are at preſent no 
less than three Princes who flatter themſelves with having 
in each a Title to this Dutchy ; viz. the Marſhal Count Maurice 
o of Saxony, formerly elected by the States; the Duke of Biron, 
tte once in Poſſeſſion and now depoſed ; and Prince Lewis of 
te Brunſwick Molfenbuttle, who was elected when the former 
Duke was deprived. It is not enſy to diſcover what Turn 
C. this Affair will take, or what Meaſures the Court of Poland 
oe. will think proper to purſue in ſo nice and critical a Buſi- 
enc/ WW neſs. But there is very little Reaſon to doubt the Deciſion 
of this Affair will inſtruct us what to think of the Views of 
| his Pi; Majeſty and his Miniſters, and whether there is any 
| Reaſon to credit that Report which has for ſome time pre- 
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ef Vienna and Peterſburgh and the Maritime Powers, fo Þ 
maintaining the Tranquility of thoſe Parts; or to another! 
Rumour of a very different and even oppoſite Nature, which! 
however is not altogether deſtitute of Probability. 

There are few Political Conſtitutions fo little known to the 
reſt of Europe, as that of Poland; and yet it deſerves to be 
very well underſtood, becauſe, taken altogether, it is ſuch 
Conſtitution as bears no Reſemblance to any other, ancicn; 
or modern. "Thoſe who live under it have a King, and yet 
the Government is ftiled, and that with Propriety enough, I rel, tl 
a Republick. In many Caſes, the King ſeems to be no more Þ © willin 
limited than another Prince and on Experience ſhews tht Þ 


ters, 
he can do little or nothing. The Nobility of Poland are the Þ © theref 
moſt Powerful and Independent of any perhaps in the whole Þ are tl 
World; and yet they hate an Ariſtocracy, becauſe that woull Þ * Le; 
make them ſubject to ſome of their own Body, whereas they Þ ordair 
account themſelves equal. They are paſſionately fond of Liberty, Son t 
and yet they ſeldom enjoy it; for either they are Penſioners Þ This 
to Foreign Crowns, the Creatures of their own Prince, « Þ much 
are engaged in ſome Faction or other, ſo that they are often are in 
governed by Intercit, as often by Prejudice, and ſeldom t * chaſe, 
never by Principle or Reaſon. 2 a few 


They are indiſputably as brave as any People in the World, Þ © withi: 
and Poland alone has brought one hundred thouſand Hork Þ Citize 
into the Field; yet no Army has been ſo often beat, no Cour- Þ as thi 
try ſo 2 over-run. They are generally ſpeaking fa Þ theſe! 
from being rich, and yet they are the only Nation in tie] WI 
World afraid of Commerce, and that provide by Law again or Ne 
the raiſing a naval Power. They have been for ſome Ag Þ lick; 
declining, and yet they have ſeldom or never taken any Þ there 
Step to prevent it. Their Political Conſtitution has been the Þ the R 
continual Source of their Misfortunes, and yet they are fon! Þ have 


of it to a Degree of Enthuſiaſm, and which is ſtill more e can p 
traordinary, are moſt zealous for thoſe Points of it, by which Þ his oy 
they have ſuffered moſt. This is a fair and juſt Repreſen- Þ 7 own * 
tation of the State of Poland; and whoever conſiders it wil © them, 
be certainly of Opinion, that the Cauſes from which ſuc ! Pain 
ſtrange and remarkable Events flow, deſerve to be enquire! Þ nants 
into, and made known; for tho' in general, there are fen Wives 


People ignorant of the Facts before ſtated, yet the Fountais . If c 
trom whence they ſpring have not been fo clearly diſcover it, but 
as they deſerve. & mu 
The only Diſtinctions in Poland, are Peaſants, Citizens, of him 
and Nobility. As to the firſt, they are the moſt miſerable only p 
People on the Earth, for they belong abſolutely to their Lon; be ca 
| they 


i * 
| 
\ 
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4 they have no Poſſeſſions, nor can they have any; they work 


* three or four Days in a Week for their Matters, without 
Meat or Wages, and employ the reſt of their Lime to gain 


2 poor Subſiſtance for themſelves. What they hold is at the 
Will of their Lords; and if one of theſe gives a Piece of 


S 


Land to a Peaſant, he orders his other Peaſants to build a 


+4 
4 


1 Houſe for him, and to furniſh him with a Cow, Hens, Ceele, 


and as much Rye as will keep him a Year. As they labour 


* for their Lord in Time of Peace, ſo if he is diſpoſed to quar- 
iel, they muſt fight for him likewiſe; and they do both very 


* willingly and chearfully. They are conſidered by their Maſ- 
ters, and conſider themſelves as their abſolute Property ; and 
® therefore if ill treated they bear it, and if well uſed they 


| ' are thankful. 


oh 


Learning is the only Road to Liberty, and if a Peaſant be 
* ordained a Prieft he is free; but then no Man can ſend his 
* Son to School or the Univerſity, without his Lord's Leave : 
This low Condition abaſes their Minds, and puts it pretty 
much out of their Power to revolt. The People in Towns 
are in a Condition very little better; they may indeed pur- 
* chaſe, which a Peaſant cannot, but then this extends only to 
* a few Houſes, and to a certain ſmall Quantity of Ground 
within a League of the Place in which they live. The 
Citizens of Dantzich, and of ſome other Places in Pruſſia, as well 
as thoſe of Cracow, Leopold, and Vilna, are exempted from 
* theſe Reſtrictions, and live in ſome meaſure like other Pecple. 

* With reſpect to the Nobility of Poland, every Gentleman 
or Nobleman has his Coat of Arms granted by the Repub- 


lick; but then he, or ſome of his Family, muſt have an Eftate 


+ there in Land. They are capable of the greateſt Offices in 
the N and may buy Lands where they pleaſe ; and 
have a Right to be elected King, if their Credit and Intereſt 


can procure it. Every Gentleman is a Sovereign Prince in 


DO 


his own Lands, and has Power of Life and Death over his 
own Tenants, who have no Laws or Privileges to protect 
them. They dare not leave his Lands to reſide in others on 
Pain of Death, unleſs he ſells them, and if he do, his Te- 
hants paſs with his Lands; but if their Lords raviſh their 


= Wives or Daughters, the Tenants may leave his Service. 


J. If one Lord kills another's Peafant, he is not puniſh'd for 
it, but obliged only to give him another in his Room, or 


much Money as will buy one, and to maintain the Family 
of him that is killed. If he kills one of his own Slaves, he 
nh pays a ſmall Fine; nay, if one Gentleman kills another 


| he cannot be apprehended or impriſoned, unleſs convicted 


3 by 
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by a Court of Juſtice, which gives him Time enough; ty 
eſcape ; and when condemned, he cannot be executed withg, Þ 
the King's Conſent. No Soldiers can be quartered upon 
the Gentry ; if any Officer do it, the Diet either ſentence; 
him to die, or declares him infamous. The Houſes of the 
Nobility are Sanctuaries, ſo that ro Delinquent can be taken 
thence by Force, tho' he ſhould be arreſted, and fly thiths Þ 
afterwards. : 

All the Gentry of Poland are equal by Birth, and there. 
fore they don't value Titles of Honour, but think that of: 
Noble Pole, or Gentleman of Poland, the greateſt they can 
have. Neither the King nor Republick beftow the Title « 
Prince, which belongs only to the Sons of the Royal Family 
for tho' ſome Poliſb Noble: are made Princes of the Empire, 
and as ſuch enjoy the Title of Prince, they have no Prec. 
dency upon that Account; nor have they any Dukes, Mr. Þ 

belles, Counts, Viſcounts or Barons but what have Forcin Þ 
Titles, which the reſt gene deſpiſe ; for they don't val 
any borrowed Character, or lofty Denomination, but fay it 
intrinfick Worth and Services done to their Country that 0. 
ſerve Preferment. TX 

King Sigiſmund III. eſtabliſned an Order of Knighthood t! 
the Immaculate Conception, created ſeveral Knights, and allowe! 
them Privileges and Superiority above others ; but they wer: 
ſo much undervalued and deſpiſed by the reſt of the Gen. 
tlemen of their Country, that the Order ſoon came to nothin; 

; Theſe great Privileges make the Poliſʒh Gentry power. 
Many of them have alſo large Territories, with a deſpotid 
Power over their "Tenants, whom they call their Subject; 
ſome of them -_ * of K of fifteen, ſome q; 
twenty, and ſome thi in Extent. But te 
ee Gentry have * in the Diet as well as th 
richeſt; ſome of them are Hereditary Sovercigns of Citis, 
with which the King has nothing to do. Prince Lube! 
poſſeſſes above 4000 Towns and Villages; ſeveral of them ] 
| raiſe five, fix, eight, and ten thoufand Men, and main, 
| them at their own Charge. = 

After all this, which is collected from Books, it is requi 7 © 
to inform the Reader, that notwithſtanding what all WII 
tell us of the Grandeur of the Paliſß Nobility, it is to be uw 
derſtood with great Reſtrictions, for they are moſt of thn" 
very little better in fact than our Highland Chiefs; and tho 

de true that they can raiſe and maintain conſiderable Bodies 


roops, yet it is generally ſpeaking to be underſtood in their o 
Country, where Tnftead ferving to any good Purpoſe, dr 
. , 
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only prove 2 Means of diſturbing the State, and hindering. 


the Execution of Juſtice, There are indeed twelve or fifteen 
great F amilies, that may be conſidered rather as Princes than 
as Nobility, which have great Revenues, large Territories, and 


* exorbitant Power; as for Inſtance, Prince Lubomirſti, who 
has at leaſt ſixty thouſand Pounds Sterling a Year, and who has 
' ſometimes had ſeven thouſand Horſe, Foot, and Dragoons in 


his own Pay. 


- committing an infamous Crime, b 


The Radzivil Family were formerly very powerful ; ſo 
were alſo the Princes of Sapreha ; and the Families of Czartc- 
riſti, Jablonowſti, Pryxemſti, Lipſti, and Poniatotuiſti are fo 
now. The King of Poland might formerly ennoble any Man, 
but at prefent he only propoſes ſuch, and they are ennobled 
by the Diet; but whoever is raiſed to the Magiſtracy in Cra- 
cow or Vilna, is thereby ennobled for himſelf and his Poſte- 
rity. Nobility may be alſo forfeited various Ways, as b 
exerciſing any Retail 


Trade; but as for the Products of their own Eſtates, the 
' Piliſþ Nobility may fell and export them Cuſtom-free. Their 
* Honours are likewiſe forfeited by bearing any Office in 
Cities or Towns that are not privileged. 


The Government of this Country 1s entirely in the Hands 


of the Clergy and Nobility. The Archbiſhop of Gne/aa is 
* Primate of the Kingdom, and the Pope's Legate born, that is, 


in Virtue of his Office; he has a Gold Croſs carried before 


bim when he gocs to the Diet or to the King; and when 


he fits, his Chaplain holds it behind his Chair. 
= Subject in the Kingdom at all Times, but during the Inter- 


3 
5 


: Officers of the Ki 


regnum he may 


He is the firſt 


coin Money in his own Name; all the 
s Houſhold attend him, and he enjoys 


the Revenue of the Crown for that Time. There are beſides 


© | fixteen Eccleſiaſtical Senators, and the Number of Lay Scna- 
| tors is one hundred and twenty- eight. 


In order to underſtand this pe 


„it is neceſſary to 


obſerve, that the whole Kingdom is divided into Palatinates, 


each of which is governed 
of a Lord Lieutenant, appointed by the King for Life ; and 
dhe Office of Senator is annext to this Dignity. It belongs 


by a Palatine, who is in the Nature 


5 


| |; likewiſe to the Governors of moſt of the ſtrong Places in the 


Kingdom, who are called Caſtellans. The Govetnors of 


Cities are ftiled Staroſts, but very few of them are Senators. 


An Example will make this Matter clearer than all that can 
de ſaid about it. Great Poland is divided into two Provinces : 
| Peland Proper and Cujavia ; of theſe, the former contains 


de u Palatinates, and the latter two. The firſt Palatinate in 


Poland 
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Poland is that of Poſnaria, which contains two Cities, 55. 


nan and Gneſna, and twelve large Towns ; the Senators from 


this Palatinate are the Archbiſhop of Gneſua, the Biſhop q 
Poſnan, the Palatine, and the Caſtellan of that City, and fx 


other Caſtellans. The x of Gneſna has a Caſtellan, but h 
is not a Senator; and the City of * has a Staroſta or Mays; Þ 
© 


who is choſen anneally, and while he is in Office bears th; 
Title of General of G 


all that. 


All the Senators take an Oath to preſerve inviolable the 


Rights and Liberties of the Republick, and the King can 


do nothing of Conſequence without their Conſent. Four « Þ 
theſe Senators always attend their Prince wherever he is, and Þ 


have a Right to examine into every thing, and to give hin 
what Advice they think right. Once in three Years the Ring 
is obliged to call a Diet, or an Aſſembly of the States; but 


he may by the Advice of the Senate call a Diet at any oth« 
Time, but then it is ſtiled an extraordinary Diet. It is 21 


fundamental Point of their Conſtitution, that their ordinary 
Diet ſhall mect twice at Narſat, and once at Grodns in 
Lithuania. 


When the King reſolves to aſſemble the States, he ſens Þ 


his Circular Letters of Summon which are tiled Univerſal, 
to each Palatinate fix Weeks before the Day of Mecting, it 
which he expreſſes the Time, Place, and Matters to be con 
ſulted upon. Then the Leſſer Diets are convened in each 
Palatinate, in which the Nobility mect to chuſe their Deputics 
or Nuncios. as they are called; of whom Poland ſends on: 
hundred and ſeventy-eight, and Pruſſia ſeventy. Theſe Men: 


fuſion. The Grand Diet conſiſts of the upper and lower Houl:; 
the Former is compoſed of the Senators, the Latter of ti: 


Aluncics, The firlt Step to be taken is for the lower Hou 


to elect a Marſhal or Speaker, about which they frequenth 
diſagree, and fo break up in Confuſion, and there ends thi 


Dier. 


But if this Point be once well got over, they then ente 
upon Buſineſs, and Bills are brought in; but as every Nunc 
has a Negative Vote, it is caſy to conceive that there c 
be nothing more difficult than to conduct an Affair of ai 


Conſequence through ſuch an Aſſembly; yet when this c 


be done, five Days before the Cloſe of the Diet the Nuncis 
go into the Upper Houſe, and there with the Senators rol 
and ſettle all that has paſſed in the Seſſion. Ihe umd 
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Time the Diet can fit is ſix Weexs, and if Buſineſs cannot 


f te done in that Time, it is left undone, let the Conſequence 
be what it will; as in 1649, when the Turks and Ceſſacts had 


* almoſt over-run the whole Kingdom. Before they riſe, the 
' Marſhal or Speaker goes in their Name to take Leave of the 
King, which he does by a civil or ſaucy Speech, juſt as he 
is in the Humour. The Reaſon why the Seſſion is confin'd 
to ſo ſhort a Time, is this: The Nobility bring with them 
* ſuch a Number of Guards and Domeſtics, that they are by 
that Time eat up, and cannot really afford to ſtay any 
longer. . 

The King during the Time the Diet fits, doubles his 
Guards, that he may be ſecure againſt any Inſults ; for with- 
out doubt, there is no Aſſembly in the World where Diſ- 
orders riſe to ſuch a Height as in a Poliſß Diet; for there the 
* Deputies not only take the Liberty to ſpeak freely of the 
King's Government, but will even abuſe him to his Face. 
When the Throne becomes vacant by Death, Depoſition, 
or voluntary Abdication, the Archbiſhop of Gneſna acts as 
Inter-Rex, iſſues Circular Letters to acquaint the Provinces 
with it, and to ſummon a general Convocation of the Gentry 
to meet at Varſau. Before this Meeting the little Diets take 
Care to ſecure the Roads from Thieves, and to guard the 
Frontiers againſt Invaſions, and Spies are ſent into all Neigh- 
*bouring Countries to diſcover their Defigns. They ſuffer 
none to go out or come into their Kingdom till the Elec- 
tion is over; all Foreign Letters, though to Senators, are 
intercepted; the Highways are block'd up with Trees, and 
Ambuſcades are plac'd about them. None muſt write to 


„. the _ during this Time; the Uſe of Fire-Arms is forbid 
to the People, and all Taverns are ſhut up. The Diet con- 


ſiſts of the Archbiſhop of Os, who repreſents the King, and 
the other Senators, with the Deputies of the Provinces. 


: In the firſt Place they ſend ſome of the Senators to the Army, 
to direct the Affairs of War; others have the __ of 


the Treaſure ; and till a King is elected, the Senate claims 
the Title of Serene from Foreign Governments. The Diet 
For ordering Affairs relating to the Election ſits only a Fortnight, 
during which Time all Courts of Judicature ceaſe, except that 
of the Marſhal. Moſt crown'd Heads, Princes, and States, 
ſend Ambaſſadors at ſuch Times to the Senate, and the Pope 
nds his Nuncio. A Gentleman is appointed to attend every 
uch Foreign Miniſter, to prevent their corrupting the Electors 
by Money. But this Precaution is of little Uſe now. When 
Diet ends, the Deputics retire to their reſpective Pro- 
7 vinces, 


- 


*. 
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vinces, acquainting their Conſtituents with the Procecdi 
and the Day appointed for the Election; and then the Geaty Þ 
adviſe among themſelves what is fit to be propoſed in the 
Diet. | 
T his Diet of Election, before the Union of Paland with the Þ 
Great Duchy of Lithuania, was held at Petrico, but fince thy Þ 


Time it is held in a Field half a from IZ/arſaw, ney 
the Village Vola, and muſt not continue above ſux Week, 
There is a great Hall of Boards erected here for the Scnate, 
They firft go to Church to pray to God to direct them in their 
Choice; then the Nobility chuſe their Speaker, who takes 


an Oath that he will receive no Bribes, keep no Correſpor. þ 


dence with any of the Competitors, and do nothing without 
the Conſent of the Republick. The Deputies fit in the open 
Field. After they have -appatnted a Court of Juſtice during 


the 2 all the Senators and Deputies take an Om 


on their Knees, adminiſtered by the Primate, to maintain 
Union among themſelves, and to acknowledge none for 
King but him that is lawfully and unanimouſly elected; and 


fwear to preſerve the Rights and Privileges of the Repub. ! 


liek. They annul all rees of Tribunals, and all the; 


Statutes of Kings, that intrench on their Libertics,; and tie! 
Generals are ſworn to remove their Forces from the Place of Þ © 
their Diet; then the Diet gives Audience to Ambaſſadon Þ © 


from the Compctitors or .others, who are very .liberal to the 
Deputies, by giving Preſents, and keeping an open Table, &. 

After the Ambaſſadors have had Audience, they proceed w 
the Election. If the Votes be unanimous, the Primate de- 
mands three Times, if the Exorbitances and Grievances be 
redreſs'd.; and if anſwered in the Affirmative, he declares the 


King elect, which is alſo done hy the Marſhal of the Crom 


and the Marſhal of the great Duchy, and then Te Deum i; 


ſung. At the Time of the Election, the Diet form an Act fu 


the Security of their Liberties, which is ſtiled the Patt 
Conventa, and is in the Nature of a Contract between the: 
King and the Republick, which ;is ſigned by the Ambaſſador 


from the Prince elected, who take an Oath to obſerve then 


in his Name. He afterwards ſwears to them in Perſon, be- 
fore he is recognized, and again at his Coronation. As this 
Pacta Conventa is the Rule of the King of Poland's 'Govern- 
ment, and contains the Maxims which he is obliged to fol 
low, the Reader will not be diſpleaſed to fee the common 
Form of it, eſpecially as we have reduced it: into a narron 
Compaſs, though withaut any. Detriment to the Senſe. 


4 


* e . 
* I 
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The ſtanding Points of the Padia Conventa, or the Royal 
| Capitulation, are: That the King ſhall not appoint any 
d Succeſſor, but preſerve all the Laws for the Freedom of 
Election; that he ſhall pretend to no Right of coining Mo- 
© « ney, but leave that in the Hands of the Republick ; that 


4 he will ratify and confirm all the Treaties made with Fo- 


' « reign Princes; that he will maintain the Tranquility of 
the Publick; that he will not declare War againſt any 
4 Prince, bring Foreign Troops into the Kingdom, or ſuffer 
% any to go out, nor levy any new Troops, withot? the 
' « Conſent of the Diet; that all Field-Officers ſhall be eicaer 
t Poles, Lithuanians, or Natives of thoſe Provinces depend- 
'« ing on the Crown of Poland; that all Officers of the 
e Guards ſhall be either Poles, Lithuanians, or Natives of 


C thoſe Provinces depending on the Crown of Poland, and 


ee their Colonel a Poliſh Nobleman ; and all ſwear to be ſub- 
e ject to the Grand Marſhal ; that he ſhall not uſe his priv 
& Seal in Affairs that concern the Republick ; that he ſh 
'« give no Man more Places than the Law allows; after a 
40 "i has been vacant fix Weeks, he ſhall beſtow it on 
\« ſome well-qualified Pol;h Gentleman; that he ſhall not mar- 
4 ry without Conſent of the Senate, who ſhall aſſign his 
% Queen what Revenue they pleaſe ; that by the Conſent of 
'« his Council he ſhall regulate the Number of his Troops, 
and preſerve good Diſcipline z that he ſhall build no Fleet 
without the Advice of the Senate; that he ſhall not dimi- 
e niſh his Treaſure in the Caſtle of Cracow, but rather en- 
'« creaſe it; that he ſhall borrow no Money without the 
| -« Conſent of the Diet; that he ſhall always adminiſter Juſtice 
'« by the Advice of his Senators; that he ſhall be content 
e with the Revenue of his Predeceſſors; that no Strangers be 
introduced into his Councils, and that he ſhall beſtow no 
« Offices or Dignities upon them; that he ſhall not dimi- 
'« niſh any of the Offices at his Diſpoſal ; that he ſhall main- 
« tain and defend all Rights, Liberties, and Privileges granted 
« by former Kings to the Poles or Lithuanians, or to any of 
the Provinces that depend on theſe two Nations.” To 
| theſe Articles they add others occaſionally, according to the 
Circumſtances of Time or the Quality of the Perſon elected. 
We have ſeen how much the Power of this Monarch is 
Jimited, and how impracticable it is for him, if he was cver 
ſo much inclined to it, to make any ſucceſsful Attempt upon 
weir Liberties. We will now mention the Advantag:s he 
Feceives from his high Dignity. In the firſt Place it muſt be 
allowed that his Dominions are ſtill very large and extenſive, 
. though 
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though ſeveral Provinces have been cut off from them 1, 


powerſul Neighbours, and that his Subjects are a very bras 


and generous People. His Revenue is very conſiderable, ar. 


ſing from Cuſtoms, the Tribute paid by the Jews and Ty. 
tars, the Revenue drawn from the Salt Mines, and from th 
Crown Lands; which with various other Branches, make ug 
all together better than one hundred and fifty thouſand Pound 
per Annum. He beſtows all Employments, Offices, and Pre. 
ſerments that are in any Country in the Power of th 


Crown, Eccleſiaſtical, Civil, or Military; but he can reſume 


none; ſo that though he may do much by Hope, yet he ha 
none of that Influence which ariſes from Fear; for thoſe why 
are preferred by him, very often deſert him : And what my 
be thought very ſtrange in ſome Countries, is very frequent 


in Poland; the fhortcit Road to Preferment, is that of Oy. 


polition, which is attended with many Inconveniencies, and iz 
the principal Cauſe that the Crown and the Nation both ar: 


funk fo low as at preſent x when, if it were not for the Nik Þþ 
of their domeſtick Diſtractions, the reſt of Europe woull 


ſcarce know any thing of them, or what they are doing, 
The King ſwears to protect four Religions, viz. the N. 


miſh, the Proteſtant, the Greet, and that of the Terws, fo 


which the latter pay about twelve thouſand Pounds a Yer, 
In the great Duchy of Lithuania there are many Thouſand 
of Tartars, who are allowed the Exerciſe of the Mahometm 
Religion; and on the Frontiers there are ſtill ſome Pagan, 
As to the Military Affairs of the Country, there are two ſtand- 
ing Armies kept in conſtant Pay, each under the Command 
of two Generals, diſtinguiſhed under the Titles of Great and 
Little. The firſt, which is the Crown Army of Poland, con- 
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ſiſts of 30,000 Men, and that of Lithuania of 12,000; but ſeig 


they are very indifferently paid, and worſe diſciplined ; 


that they ſeldom make any uu Figure, which is chief 


owing to the Badneſs of their Infantry; to qualify which the 
have ſome Foreign Troops in their Pay, and heretofore the 
had their Cęſacts, who, tho* they might not be as go 


Troops as any in Europe, 4 ey are ſo ſtiled by mam 


Authors, were moſt certainly 


er than any that could be 


brought againſt them; but moſt of theſe have now put them. 
ſelves under the Protection of Ruſſia, which is a great ai 


indeed an irreparable Loſs to the Poles. 


"The Reader, after peruſing this Account, will very pro- 
bly wonder how under ſuch a Conſtitution the Wheel of G 


vernment can be at all kept in Motion, or how it is poſſi 
that Men of Senſe and publick Spirit can be ſo ftrang 
fund 
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ond of a Conſtitution, productive of ſo many diſaſtrous Con- 
Scnences ; we will therefore endeavour to give ſome account 
Ur both. As to the firſt, when the King finds he can do 
nothing in the Diet for the publick Service, he has Recourſe 
o what is called a Senatus Conſilium, which is exactly the ſame 
ching with what we had formerly here in England, under 
She Title of the Great Council of the Peers; yet the Acts of 
55 Aſſembly are but of doubtful Authority in Poland; ho w- 


2 


* they are better than none, and dave often done great 


ervice to the State. On the other Hand, if the Nobility 
think themſelves at any time oppreſs'd or aggrieved, they 
Form what are called Confederacies, which are fo far legal, 
hat I don't find in their Hiſtory ſuch as have taken Steps 
pf this Nature, have been often treated as Rebels. As to the 
atter Point, the Pclzþ Nobility are fond of their Conſtitution, 
Erft, becauſe it preſerves their Power, which though they 
dre not a tenth Part of the Inhabitants of Poland, they are 
pleaſed to call Liberty, that their particular and exorbitant 
Privileges may paſs for publick Bleſſings. In the next Place, 


2 like this Form of Government, becauſe every Gentle- 


man of Poland knows that there is a Poſſibility of his Poſ- 
&Ecrities wearing the Crown; and laſtly, they are attached to 
is Form of Rule, becauſe every Election brings half a 
lillion Sterling into their Country, and a great Part of that 
um into their Pockets. But then, inſtead of avowing theſe 
rinciples, they are pleaſed to alledge, that their Conſtitution 
bliges Kings to govern by Law, ſecures the Nobility in the 
njoyment of their Rights, defends them from the Inconveni- 
ces that attend a Minority, and keeps them from being 
$/aves, like the Turks, Tartars, and ſome of the reſt of their 


Neighbours. 


The Intereſt of Poland with reſpcct to Forcign Powers 
is in a very narrow Compaſs, fince as "Things ſtand at pre- 
nt, they ſeem to be in no great Danger of being involved 
a War with any of their Neighbours. The Power of the 
Hans might juſtly arm them, if his Poliſh Majeſt y was 
ot ſo cloſely allied with the Carina. The Turks were very 
rmidable to them heretofore, and ſo were the Tartars, but 
eir Alliances with the German and Ruſhen Empires ſecure 
em from all Apprehenſions now. They were antientiy very 


Falous of the Houſe of Auſtria, as apprehending ihe was de- 
„ ous of obtaining their Kingdom in the Manner ſhe had 


ne thoſe of Bohemia and Hungary; and this it was that 
ade them incline to the French, who have ſpent large Sums 
Money to keep up a Faction in that Country, and perhaps 
| | tl. cir 
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their Piſtoles find a Way thither ſtill. The King of Prat, 
is a Prince with whom the Poles ought to live ipon og 
Terms ; as we ſhall thew hereafter, there are many Rea 
to induce that Monarch to live upon good Terms wiz 
them. With the Swedes they have now very little to do, 9 
Ruſſians having taken from them the Provinces they conquer 
from the Poles ; fo that unlefs the Face of Affairs ſhould chan» 
in the North, Poland is like to continue quict enough, t. 
her Throne becomes once more vacant. 

We might conclude from hence, the Tranquility of Pap; 
ought to be greater than ever, as it is undoubtedly mo 
ſecure from the Views of ambitious Neighbours. We mis 
likewiſe conceive that in a Time of ſo much Serenity kt 
3 the true Patriots in this Country would examine in 
the Defects, and apply proper Remedies for reſtoring th 
Vigour of their Government; and we might be farther temyis 
to hope they would carefully uſo their utmoſt Precautigy 
to prevent the Revival of publick Diſturbances amongſt then, 
vefore they are inevitably brought on them by a fes 
Vacancy of the Throne. 

In Juſtice however to Truth, it muſt be confeſs 


that their preſent Situation is as remote from this x 1 


can be well imagined; their Diviſions are far from heir 
healed, the Condition of publick Affairs is as bad or wor: 
than ever; all this is repreſented to the States, and to th 
whole World at the meeting of every Diet, where prope 
Remedies are fuggeſted, methodized, and reaſoned upon wit 
great Force and Spirit, yet in the End there is nothing con 
cluded, but all things are ſuffered to run from bad to work; 
ſo that in reality, ho Sos was ever in a more hapleſs, helple, 
or hopelefs Condition. In this Situation of Things, the preſe 
King ſeems to have acted with all the Temper and Mos 
ration poſſible, ſo that the Poles are obliged to take the Weizt 
of their Misfortunes upon themſelves, and cannot ſo mic 
us find a Colour of imputing it to their Prince, or his M. 
niſters. It is however thought that his Majeſty has fon: 
Views, as we have before hinted, for engaging the Nobiur 
to clect his ſecond Son Prince Aavier, a Scheme in itſclt ve 
rational, and which ſeems to promiſe as great Advantages tot 
Nation as to the Royal Family; for that Prince would i 
then entirely ſettled in Poland, and could have no other View 
than for the Welfare and Glory of that Kingdom. It is how 
ever very poſſible that this Deſign may be traverſed by t 
foreign Influence, wiuch for many Ycars paſt hos So 
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% igracted, and deſtroyed the Force, the Credit and Happineſs 
good of the Poli Nation. 
alon In order to enter into the Reaſon of this, we muſt call to 
win mind the Principles laid down at the Beginning of this Section, 
„de and remember that if the real Intereſt of Poland was to be 
dene purſued, it is ſtill capable of becoming one of the greateſt 
an and moſt conſiderable Powers in the North; which however 
„ it me of its potent Neighbours can prevent, it never will 
be. The Hints thrown out by the French Emiſſaries as to the 
alen lnſults that have been offered to this Nation, and the con- 
mot temptuous Manner in which they have been treated, from the 
mige miſcrable Circumſtances into which they have brought them- 
an fees, tho? procceding, as the Intrigues of theſe Sort of People 
e ß erer procced, from ws, bad Motives, are not however alto- 
g Ur Wether void of Truth. To ſpeak freely and honeſtly upon this 
mti Subject, the Language of falſe Patriots is not always to be 
diſregarded, for the very worſt of Men by being obliged to 
then, I diſemble their bad Intentions, very frequently ſpeak Things 
\ 107 that might become the beſt; and it is Prudence to diſtinguiſh 
between wholeſome Suggeſtions, which are a kind of gilded 
Covers, and the 2oirons they are meant to convey. 
nin ſhort, if there be any latent Remains of Virtue, Prin- 
ciple, or publick Spirit among the Poles, and if there be till 
amongſt them any great Men of able Heads and warm Hearts, 


they may poſſibly take Advantage from this diſmal Poſture of 
Pro E Affairs, to excite a general Concern in the Nation to pro- 
In wit 


ide at leaſt for the Safety and Security of themſelves, if not 
Wor the Recovery of that Power and Glory which once diſ- 
Winguiſhed their Anceſtors. They may be prompted to ſuſ- 
end at leaſt in one extraordinary Diet, the Tribunitian 
Power of the Veto, and thereby put it out of the Capacity of 
ny ſingle perfidious, ambitious, or ſplenctick Nuncio to diſ- 
Wurb and counter-a&t the rational and laudable Deſigns of 
en, who have the Good of their Ccuntry at Heart. They 
Way by this Means recover the Exiſtence of a real active 
d well-intentioned Government, which would reſtorc their 
Wndependency, and remove the Misfortune and Reproach of 
Peing influenced in their moſt important Concerns by the 
trigues of their Neighbours, whoſe Intereſt it is, or at leaſt 
cho take it to be their Intereſt, to keep them in a State of 
eebleneſs and Inactivity. | 

| But all this is in the Womb of Time, we muſt patiently 
zit to fee what ſhe will bring forth; poſlibly the convulſive 
lotions that are at preſent felt in the North may be attended 
ith good Effects, and after a few ſharp Pangs Paland may 
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Mo delivered of a new and ſtable Government. 


It is 


ele that her Strength may be already ſo weaken a;. 
„ auſted as not to endure this, and that the People my 
ther incline to fall back into the ſame drowſy State, 
which they have continued uſeleſs to themſelves, and op. 
t:mptible to the reſt of the World. We muſt acknow!s 
that there is much of Obſcurity, and little of Certainty |; 
theſe Obſervations ; but this ariſes from the Subjcét, aud + 
is better to ſhew the Reader how little can be fail upon ! 
with Confidence, than to miſlead him, by a bold Preters 
to Lights we neither have nor can have. For who can g. 
nctrate the Secrets of a State that has no Secrets? WHO < 
diſtinguiſh the Views of a Nation that are really with 
Vicws ? Or who can pretend to ſay what will be the futu 
State of a People, who as to that ſeem to be abſolutely car. 
leſs themſelves ? The preſent Policy of Poland, like the Wy! 
of Epicurus, is directed by Accident and Chance; ſo tl: 
Time only can ſhew us what theſe will produce. 


. 


ſucc ind Account of the Modern Hijiory, Pi. 
tical Interiis, and real Views of the Crown y 
PrusSSIA, 


HIS, t! cugh one of the lateſt, is very far from bei 

the leaf! conſiderable Kingdom in Europe, ſcems to 6 
every Day riſing in Power, in Extent, and in Reputation, 
and will probably riſe as high in the next Age as Sweden did! 
the laſt; which are the Reaſons that we judged it neceſſa 
to treat of it, nd of its Concerns, independent of thoſe oft! 
Empire; in as much as we have already ſeen the Rings 


Pruſſia conſidered of late as one of the greateſt Powers « 


the North: And there is the higheſt Probability, that tho 
will hcreafter become more conſpicuous in that Charact?, 
and take a much larger Share in the general Syſtem of Afar 
in Europe, than they have hitherto done. We fhall not pre 
tend to aſcend higher in the Hiſtory of the Houſe of Has 
derburgh, than the Beginning of the laſt Century; but ſtal 
content ourſelves with obſerving, that no Houſe in German 
produced more great Princes, or Princes of greater os 
man this. Some have been diſtinguiſhed by their Valbur . 
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is 25 Militarr Ssill, that frequently placed them at the Heal! of 
d 21 ; the Empire, which, beſides contributing to their own Glory, 
: mu aadded likewiſe to the Extent of their Dominions, and to the 
te, n WT Happineſs of their Subjects. Some again have been no Jets dif- 
] co. unguiſhed for their conſummate Knowledge in Politicks, for 
woe BS tic making the beit Uſe of their Abilities in that reſpect, ta- 
nt : wards promoting the Peace and Welfare of Germany, as well 
aid WE increaſing and adding to their own 'Territorics, by the 
pon ; coxterous Managemetit of their Affairs in the moſt critical 
eterce Conjunctures. Others of them have been celebrated for their 
an f. ercat Learning, extenſive Science, and admirable Eloquence ; 
10 u which remarkable Qualities they applied for the Benefit of 
w1the taair Subjects, and for the Improvement of their Ferritorics. 

fü WE As Proofs of this, we need only obſerve that Albert of 
car. Brandenburgh, who flouriſhed in the iiitventh Century,. was 
Won filed by the Pope the Achillss of Germany, but the Germans 
0 e thonfelves called him their Mes. His Succeflor John had 


the Litle of the German Cicero; and George the Firſt, Elector 
of Brandenlurgb, in the Middle of the ſixteenth Century, was 
ſo renowned for his Probity, that the Dukes of Hechleulurgl, 
and Aubali, and the Elector of Saxgry, appointed him by their 
Wills Tutor to their Chillren, which "Truſt he executed wii 
the higheſt Juſtice; ſo that it may wit'iout Flattery be ſaid, 
that the preſent Greatneſs of this illuſtrious Houſe is not the 
Work of Chance, or the Effect of any remarkable Flow of 
good Fortune; but of the Valour, Wiſdom, Juſtice, Prudence, 
and Picty of a long Succeſſion of able Princes. 

F 7m Sigiſmund, Elector of Brand uturnb, embraced the re- 


on of 


bein BS formed Religion, and introduced it into his Territories. After 
sto b che ExtinCtion of the ancient Family of the Nukes of Clewes, he, 
tation, in Conjunction with the Elector Palatine, made himſelf Maſter 


did i: WW of that Succeſſion, notwithſtanding the Expectative that had 
ceſſa; been granted the Duke of Saxony, and by this Means added 
oi tc a + very conſiderable Country to his Dominions. His Right 
nz (BF to which was thus founded: He hal married the Princeſs 
ers A ene, eldeſt Daughter to Albert Frederick of Prefſia, aud Mary 
t ther Elana, eldeſt Siſter of the laſt Nuke of Cl:tcs, Upon the 
act, Death of his Father-in-law, he took Pofleſtiom of the Duchy 
Afar ef Pre, of which he obtained the InveRiture from the 
ot pre- Ning of Poland, notwithſtanding the warm Oppoſition made 
Bua, ercto by the Grandees of Poland; and died in fill Post. 
t (i... ben of theſe Dominions in the twelfth Year of his Aeign, 
„nge forty-ſeventh of his Age, A. D. 1019. 

2 = | He was ſucceeded by his Son George 1/ilinm, who cn— 
ur red into the Poſſeſſion of the Eleftorate in a very Gifu 
111.127 Wi 14 Conjuncture, 
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Conjuncture, when the Troubles of Bohemia had ſpread 4 
Flames of War through the Empire, and threatened | 


Safety of his Dominions, which however he protected by h 


great Wiſdom and Moderation. He was a very zealous Pr. 
teſtant, and labourcd earneſtly to have united the Leroy 


and apr of in order to which, he cauſed a general 4; 
ſembly to be held at Leipſict, which, through the Peevithye; 
and private Views of Churchmen, came to nothing. Un 
the March of Gy/tavus Adolphus into Germany, his Dom 
nions ſuffered greatly, and he was obliged to put the Fy. 
treſs of Spandau into the Hands of that Monarch, as w 
have elſewhere ſhewn, in order to obtain his Aſſiſtance {x 


the Relief of Magdelourg, then beſieged by the [mperic!/,\i 


who notwithſtanding made themſelves Maſters of it, ©. wit 
unexampled Severity cruelly deſtroyed that City. 

Count Tilly who commanded them, falling aiterw-rds un 
Saxony, our Elector joined his Troops to the Saxons, and 14 


his Share in the famous Victory of Lerpfick. But after tel 
Death of Guftavrs King of Stoeden, when the Elector ct Sn 
ony thought fit to make Peace with the Empcror, by tif 


Treaty of Prague, the Elector of Brandenburgh took Care t 
be included therein, which freed him from a very expenſn: 
and burthenſome War, and left him Leiſure to look after hi 
own Affairs, and to provide for the Peace and Welfare t 
his Subjects, which he had always much more at Heart th: 


making Conqueſts. In 1637 the Family of the Dukes 8 


Pomerania extinguiſhing in Bagiſaus XIV. that Country out 
to have deſcended to the Elector, by virtue of a Treaty mat 
for that Purpoſe with the Family lately cxtinct; but hos 
ever, the Swedes ſeized and kept it by Force, to which th 
Elector was obliged to ſubmit; and the Senſe of this a! 
the other Misfortunes of Germany, contributed to ſhorten 


Days; ſo that deceaſing in 1640, he left his Dominion ve Se 7 
0 
ſent 


his Son. 
Frederick William, Elector of Brandenburgh, the ſecond " 


that Name, was one of the greateſt and moſt diſtinguiltzWe 1 
8 Neub 


Princes of his Time, both for Wiſdom and Courage; wii 


were always properly employed for his own Security, and 
Benefit of his People. He entered upon the Governme: 


when the Affairs of Germany and his own were in a 't 
difficult and embarraſs'd Situation, and therefore he fr 
vided for the Eaſe of his Subjects, by a Treaty of Neut: 


lity with the Swedes, who by the Peace of Munſter were obig 
ed to evacuate Pomerania immediately, and the Marquiſate 


Brandenburgh, but the Stwediſh Deputics delayed it till 165! 
| fi 
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Sor could it then be procured, but by the EleQtor's quitting 
That which is now called the Swedifh Pomerania, and fevera! 
Buliwicks, with the Iſle of Rugen, to the Swedes, for which 
+: had, but much ſhort of an Equivalent, the Archbiſhoprick 
of Magdebourg, the Biſhopricks of Halber/tat and Camin, an 
the Principality of Minden, with their Dependencies. He ot- 
Fered two Millions of Crowns, and all thoſe Dominions, tor 
that Part of Pomerania he was obliged to yield, but in vain. 
He ſtrenuouſſy maintained the Prerogatives of the Electors, as 
to the Ceremonial of the Diet of PFrancifort, and was very 
z calous in ſupporting the Intereſt of Religion, and particular- 
Jy of the Calviniſis. In 1650, he was obliged for the Preſer- 
vation of Pruſſia to join with the Swedrs againit the Poles ; 
but the King of Denmgy# having declared War againſt Charles 
"Guſtavus of Sweden, he was forced to leave Palund to defend 
his own Country; ſo that the Burthen of that War fall- 
ing upon the Elector, he compromiſed Things by a Treaty 
wich the Poles, by which they releaſed him from the Ho- 
mage due to their Crown from Pruffa, and quitted to him the 
Fiefs of Lawenberg, Botow, and the "Town of Alling, on 
Condition that he ſhould reſtore the latter on their paying 
him four hundred thouſand Crowns. 

After the Death of Ferdinand III. in 1657 the French were 
for advancing the Elector of Bavar:a to the Imperial Ihronc; 
but the Elector of Brandenburgh adhering to the Houſe of 
| Auſtria, the late Emperor Leepoid was choſen, though the 
{Elector of Bavaria had beforehand gained three Votes. He 
aſterwards took part with the Poles, but not being ſeconded 


by the Dutch, as he expected, a Treaty was concluded at Oliva 


in 1660. After this he applied himſelf to the Affairs of Peace, 
to reconcile himſelf to the Princes at variance with him; and 
making an Alliance with France and England for his own 
Sccurity. The French King having ſeized the Principality 
of Orange, the Elector being Tutor to the voung Prince, 


ſent an Embaſly to demand its Reſtoration. 


In 1666, he made a definitive Treaty with the Prince of 


# Neuburg, about the Succeflion of Juliers and Cleves; and after- 
terwards got the latter perpetually ſecured to his own Fa- 
mily. He aſſiſted the Emperor againſt the Twrks, made Peace 
by his Mediation between the Dukes of Lunenburg, who 
bad fallen out amongſt themſelves, and likewiſe between the 
8 Engliſh, the Dutch, and the Biſhop of Munter. In 1672, 
f the French having declared War againſt the Dutch, he ſent 
Alliſtance to the latter, and his Troops joined thoſe of the 


g , Emperor under General Montecuculi, who diſapproving of 


14 the 
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the Elector's Meaſures, they did little more during this Cam. 
paign than make a late Diverſion. 

* Elector finding that he was in great Danger of , 
in bart f his own Dominions. by War in which h ha 
CH. 17 EO $199} l for the Sake of his Nei, Inbour ; reſolved In 
165 3, to wake a Treaty Mid {ance upon the beſt Term; 
he could, which he accordingly did at Ven, upon Cong. 
tion that the French ſnould reſtore to him all that had been 
taken from him in the ſeveral Countries of Cleves, Pork, 
and Raw-rſberg, excepting only the Towns of I 1 
Rees, in which the King ſhould be permitted to bes 1 2 
Garriſon till the Concluſion of a Peace, when they were be 
reſtored to the Elector; and his Majeſty farther agreed to ax 
him eight hundred thouſand Livres ips the Expences of the 
War. As advantageous as this Treaty was to the El:&ur 
and notwithſtanding the French yielded up to him the Place 
before mentioned, ſooner than they need have done, yet 
obſerving their pernicious Deſigns, and that they. were reſch. 
ed to oppreſs the Patch, he the very next Year renewed hi 
Alliance with the States againſt France, and marched into Alſa 
with twenty thouſand Men; but the Imperial General Bu 


» zozvill> thwarting lus Meaſures, little was done that Cam- 


aign. 
: In the mean time the Swedes, at the Sohcitation of Fran, 
invaded Pomerania and the Marquifate. Upon which the 
El-Qtor returned from Alſace againſt the Swedes, over whom 
he gained 2 compleat Victory at Feght-Berlin, and took from 
them the Iſle of 77 len, ele raft, and Anclam, one of the 
ſtrongeſt Forts of Prmeranig. He alſo took Stetin aſter 1 
famous Siege, which laſted many Months. In 1678, he mad: 
himſelt Maſter of the Ifle of Ruger, took Stralſund, and Gig. 
kl, and drove the Swedes entirely out of all Pomecrans. 
They, to divert him, invaded Pru/f ; but the Elector, in the 
middle of the Winter, pale d the Lake of Courland, which 
falls into the Balticł, with his Army and Artillery upon th: 
Ice, where it was three Miles broad, ſurprized and defeat 
them; ſo that of ſixteen thouſand ſcarce five thouſand elcapec. 
After the War of 1072, he was left out of the Treaty «© 
Nimeguen, and Peace being concluded among the other Princes, 
and the French joining with the Swedes, lie was obliged b; 
the Treaty of St. Germairs, to quit all his Conqueſts to them; 


' ſor which the French King by a ſecret Article paid him three 


hundred thouſand Crowns towards the Charges of the Wz 


which, though all he could odtain, was a very poor Satisfactich. 
la 
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In 1680, this great Prince took ſuch a Step as was entire- 
Iy worthy of his Character. Ihe Court of Spain was large- 
I, in his Debt for the Succours furniſhed in the laſt War, 
by which, in all Probability, {ne ſaved her Low Countries; 
beit no Perſuaſions, no Applications, no Letters from the 
Flector, no Memorials from his Miniſters had any Weight, 
either becauſe the Court of Sh was very negligent in her 
Adminiſtration, or that her Treaſures were abſolutely ex- 
hauſted. At laſt, when his Catholick Majeſty's Miniſters 
could find nothing to fay that looked like an Anſwer, they 
had Recourſe to an Artifice, not to be excuſed or juſtified ; 
they promiſed the Elector's Miniſters Payment, and gave 
them Bills upon Merchants in the Low Countries, which in 


. conſequence of their Colluſion were proteſted. "This left no 


Room to hope for any future Redreſs ; the Elector therefore 
faw himſelf reduced to the Neceſſity cither to fit down with 
the Loſs, or to take ſome hitherto unthought-of Method ſor 
Redreſs; he choſe the latter; and having Information of a 
very rich Ship that was expected in one of the Spaniſh Ports 
of Flanders, he fitted out eight Privatcers to ſeize her, and 
the Deſign was conducted with ſuch Diligence and Secrecy, 
that the firſt News the Spaniſh Court had of his Projcca 
brought that of its Execution, 

At firſt the Spaniſh Miniſtry took up. the Matter very 
warmly, and would hear of nothing but Reſtitution of the 
Veſſel, and Satisfaction for the Aﬀront ; yet after ſome Time, 
when they ſaw the Elector was determined, and that the 
Forces of Spain could make no Impreon on any of that 
Prince's Territories, they were conteut to liſten to his Ex- 
cuſs, which without doubt the Elector was willing enough to 
make, for putting a Million eight hundred thouſand Ducats 
into his Pocket. The fame Year Augu/ius of Saxony, Admi- 
niſtrator of Magdebourg, deceaſed, upon which the Elector 


added that Country to his Dominions as a ſecularized Duchy, 
| axreeatle to the Treaty of 1/2/?phalia. 


He was on the Point alſo of annexing the Principal 


| Of Querfurt as a Fief of that Duchy, which conſiſted of tour 
| Bailiwicks; but this was conteſted with him; and in the 
| Year 1687 he compromiſed the Matter by accepting of the 
| Bailiwick of Bruck as a full Satisfaction for his Pretenſions 
upon all four. In the ſucceeding Year, he came to an am 
cable Concluſion with the Emperor, in relation to a Dic 


tat had long ſubſiſted, concerning the Principality of 


nd, which the Emperor had re-united to the Kino! n 
| of Brbemia notwithſtanding the Claim always made : / 
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our Elector; in Compenſation for which he had the Ter. 
ritory of Schueiliſiu, or the Northern Part of Silgſia, yielded 
up to him, which the Emperor aſterwards found Means tg 
obtain back from his Son and Succeſſor, as we ſhall here. 
after at large explain. 

This excellent Prince ſhewed himſelf as compleatly qualife! 
for Government as any of his Rank in that Age, and thi; 
from his firſt taking the Reins of the Adminittration into 
his Hands, till they were taken from him by Death. Hi 
Perſonal Courage appeared in ſeveral Actions in which be 
was preſent ; his Steddineſs in the Siege of Stetin, one of the 
moſt memorable that ever happened in Europe, and of which 
particular Accounts have been publiſhed in almoſt all Lan. 
guages; his glorious Zeal for Liberty, in generouſly afjf. 
ing the Dutch in 1672. | 

He gave alſo many, and thoſe very ſignal Inſtances of hj 
Abilities as a Stateſman, in chuſing the faireſt Opportunitic 
for aſſerting his Rights, and in being content to wave then 


when he found that it would be difficult or dangerous tz 


maintain them. He arrived at much greater Authority thin 
his Predeceſſors, and enjoyed it without ſeeming to aſpire t 
it; and this by ſtudying the Good of his Subjects to ſuch : 
Degree, that they looked upon his Acquiſition of Power a 
an Advantage ariſing to themſelves, and indeed it proved (6; 
for not content with giving Audience to all who deſired 
it, and doing Juſtice upon the Spot after hearing both Parties, 
he fſct apart certain Hours for reading Letters from ever; 
Place in his Dominions, ſo that the meaneſt of his Suhjec 
might depend upon his Notice; and the greateſt of his M. 
niſters were not ſecure, if they behaved ill, from being but 
detected and puniſhed. - 

He was very kind to the French Proteſtants, and not only 
permitted, but invited them to ſettle in his Dominions ; he 
beſtowed on their Gentry Commands in his Army, or Poſt 
in his Court; he provided for the poorer Sort either as Me 
chanicks in great Towns, or as Peafants in Pruſſia ; to tie 
Former he gave Houſes, and to the Latter Lands. He did t 
with fo good a Will, that when one of his Miniſters in. 
nuated that theſe Liberalities might produce Inconveniencis, 
his Anſwer was, that he would fell his Plate to fecd then. 
He ſaid upon another Occaſion, he now underſtood how bet! 
Parties might gain by the fame Bargain, for that his Ln 
in Pruſſia were formerly worth nothing to him, but that 


giving them to the poor Proteſtants, both he and they has 
acquired 
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acquired good Eſtates, and were under mutual Obligations to 
cach other. 

He built a new Town at Berlin, and by uniting five Bo- 
roughs compoſed a fine City, which he embelliſhed with pub- 


* lick Buildings, and itrengthened by regular Fortifications. He 


put his Dominions into better Order than they had ever been 


in the Days of his Predeceſſors, by eſtabliſhing new Regula- 


tions where they were neceſſary, and aboliſhing old Cuſtoms 


where Experience ſhewed they were pernicious. He gave 


up to his Subjects a Land-Tax, that was a heavy Burthen on 


their Eſtates, for an Exciſe, which was a more equal, tho? 
perhaps as great an Impoſition. In order to improve Trade, 
he built a noble Fortreſs on the Coaſt of Guia; and at 
Heme he cut a Paſſage or Canal between the Spee and the 
Oder, for the Conveniency of the Merchants of Siliſia trading 


to Hamburg, or into his own Domiinions. 


In a Word, he was not fo careful of one Thing as to 
neglect another; or ſo much ſet upon diſtinguiſhing himſelf 
in a ſingle Point of Character, as to flight the reſt, but knew 
what became a great Prince, and pric.fcd it in every Reſpect. 
His Juſtice and Benihcence rendered him beloved by his Sub- 


| jects; the Splendor of his Court drew the Reſpect of Strangers; 


and his keeping on foot a great Body of wcell-diſciplined 
Troops made him conſiderable in the Eyes of his Neighbours. 
His Religion was warm and ſincere, but had nothing in it of 
Bigotry: And after a Reign of forty-cight Years, and when 
he had lived ſixty-eight, he died with as high a Reputation 
as the moſt ambitious Prince could deſire, regretted by his 
Allies, and lamented by his Subjects. 

This Elector was twice married; firſt to Lewifa Henrietta, 
Daughter to ZFenry Frederick, Prince of Crenge, by whom 


he claimed a Right to that Succeſſion; his ſecond Princeſs 


vas Dorothy Daughter of Philip Duke of Hein Gluckſ- 
t burg, by whom he had three Sons, whoſe Poſtcrity are ſtill 


| living. 


Frederick III. who ſucceeded him, Philip William 
who was Governor of Magdebourg, and died in 1711, and 
Albert Frederick Governor of Pomerania.” The former left 


| two Sons and a Daughter, the latter three Sons, all Princes 


of the Blood in Pruſſia, which is a Point neceſſary to be 
known, becauſe we ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak of theſe 


Princes hereafter. 
Frederick III. ſucceeded his Father in the Electorate of 


Brandenburgh on the nincteenth of April 1688, and, like ſe- 
veral of his Predeceſſors, entered upon the Adminiſtration 


of Affairs at a Conjuncture which required a Prince of great 


arts 
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Parts to conduct them to Advantage. He gave a very early | 
Proof of his having inherited the Virtues as well as the Ds. . 
minions of his Anceſtors, by concurring with the Elector qt in 
Saxony, the Duke of Flanover, and the Landgrave of F:/j. # hi 
Caſſel, in ſettling ſome Matters of Importance relating to  w 
their reſpective Dominions, and in aſſiſting the Prince of Il 
Orange in his Deſign upon England, which had been con- © Pr 
certed with the late Elector his Father. He profeſſed a great th. 
Eſteem for Lewis XIV. whom he conſidered as a very wife to 
as well as magnificent Prince; and whoſe Example he fol- we 
lowed in many Reſpects, but was far enough from embrac- to 
ing the whole Syitem of his Politicks, or ſuffering himſelf to hir 
be deluded into following his Meaſures. Qu 
On the contrary, when his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty attack- Hi 
ed the Empire, he immediately took up Arms, and in the his 
Year 1689 he recovered the 'T'owns of Keijerfwert and Bam, Vie 
in which laſt Expedition he very narrowly eſcaped being in 
made Priſoner by a French Detatchment, and, which did him but 
great Honour, his Eſcape was entirely owing to his perſonal beg 
Courage. In 1690, King William having ſucceeded in his cou 
Expedition, ſent him the Order of the Garter by the he mu 
one Fohnſon, Eſq; afterwards Secretary of State for Scale i Ele 
n 1693 his Troops diſtinguiſhed themſelves at the Battle t qui 
Landen, under the Conduct of his Brother Prince PH, of i 1 
which King William, as a Mark of Reſpect, ſent lim an Ac- 5 
Nes 


count under his own Hand. 
In 1694 he ſeit Aſſiſtance to the Duke of Savoy under was 
his Brothers, Prince Philip and Prince Albert. In 1695 his hon, 


Troops contributed much to the taking of Namure, of which ſiſta, 
King William gave him alſo an Account under his own Hand; + abou 
upon which the Elector came to the Hague, to congratulate Dou 
his Majeſty, whom, with the Duke of Zell, he entertained cron 
ſplendidly at Cu After King Augujtus was choſen King | ledge 
of Poland, the Elector ſeized the Town of Elling by way of Con! 
Sccurity for the Money due to his Father. But this Aﬀear num 
was afterwards ſettled by Treaty, according to the Maxim tf Life 
this great Prince, who was always willing to compromiſe any War 
Differences he had with his Neighbours, as he had before + T 
done with the Elector of Saxony in reſpect to certain Preten- WW u ul 
ſions, and thereby inſtead of a large Claim, added the N- Maje 
voſtſhip of Pucdlimbeurs, the Bailiwick of Peter/berg, and | of th 
ſome other Places, to his Hereditary Dominions. ſome 

In the Year 1700 our Hlector having adorned and improved | Ceaſec 
his capital City of Bethe, added ſeveral fair Countries t» datisf 
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of thoſe Countries, that were before but thinly peopled, with 
Inhabitants, who were invited thither by the Kindneſſes 


granted them by his Father and 


* himſelf; took the Reſolution of aſſuming the Royal Dignity, 
which ſome however have ſuggeſted aroſe from ſeeing King 


IVilliam ſeated in an Arm-Chair, at the great Congreſs of 


Princes, who were engaged in the firſt grand Alliance; yet 


that ſeems rather fit to be inſerted in private Memoirs, than 


to ſtand recorded in Hiſtory, But whatever his Motives 
ere, the Fact is certain, that about this Time he reſolved 


to take the Title of King of Pruſſia; and that he applied 


himſelf to the Imperial Court to be acknowledged in this 


Quality, concerning which likewiſe the Dealers in ſecret 


but the Senſe of the Letter being miſtaken by 


History tell us a very remarkable Story, which is, that when 
his Negotiation was in no very good Train at the Court of 
Vienna, he was adviſed by his Miniſter there, in a Letter written 
n Cypher, to make uſe of the Intereſt of a certain Prince ; 
their Names 


beginning with a Letter; he inſtead of the Prince, had Re- 


about a Title. 


courſe to the Father Confeſſor, who was a Jeſuit; and fo 
much ſtruck with the Honour done him by a Proteſtant 
Elector, that by his own Intereſt, and that of his Order, he 
quickly accompliſhed all that was deſired of him. 

I will not make myſelf anſwerable for the Truth of this, 


© fince it appears very probable to me that the Elector took his 


Meaſures upon much ſurer and better Grounds. The War 
was juſt then broke out, on Account of the Spaniſh Succeſ- 
hon. The Houſe of Auſtria ſtocd in great Need of his Aſ- 
ſtance, and he might well expect they would not differ with 
But however the Matter was, there is no 
Doubt, that in the Month of January 1701 N. S. he was 


crowned King of Pruſſia at Noningſberg, and was acknow- 


ledged as ſuch by the Emperor Leopold, and all his Allies; in 


Conſideration of which the new King furniſhed him with a 
numerous Body of Auxiliaries, who ſerved with great Credit in 
cifterent Parts of Europe, during the whole Courſe of the 


War. 


The Year following proved remarkable for the Death of 


© I illam III. King of Great Britain, to whom his Pruſſian 
Majeſty accounting himſelf Heir, immediately took poſſeſſion 
ef the Country of Lingen, the Principality of Meurs, and 
ſome other Lordſhips which had belonged to the De- 
ceaſed, tho', as we ſhall hereafter ſee, he was willing to give 


Satisfaction to the Prince of Naſſauu Frieſe, who took the 


Lie of Orange, In the Year 1727, upon the Death of the 
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Ducheſs of Nemsurs, the Sovercigntics of Neufchatel and J. 


lingen became, vacant, to which, as the Heir of the Prince f 
Orange, his Pruſſian Majeſty put in his Claim amongſt mayy | 
others. The Right to thoſe Principalitics was to be decided 
by the States of the Country; and as the French King ſup. 
ported one of the Candidates, ſo the Queen of Great Brita: 
eſpouſed the Cauſe of his Pruſſian Majeſty, who carried hi; 
Point notwithſtanding the Threats of the French; and abou 
the fame Time it was that he purchaſed the Country d 
Tecklenburgh. 

At the Diet of Franckfort, which aſſembled for the Choice 
of an Emperor, the Abbot Alban aſſiſted on the part 9 
the Pope, and it was faid that he had a particular Commi. 
ſion to proteſt againſt the new Title of the King of Pruſju, 
which coming to the King's Ears, he declared that if ſuch ; 
Step was taken, he would order his Troops then in Jtah 
in the Service of the Allies, to take Quarters in the Eccleſ. 
aſtical State at Diſcretion, as in an Enemy's Country; bu 


the Abbot Albani prevented this by ſending Word to the © 
Pruſſian Miniſter at the Diet, that he had no ſuch Comm. K 
ſion, and that it never ſo much as entered into his Thong * 
to queſtion the King's Title; which, whether true or falſe an 


gave his Majeſty entire Satisfaction. 
At the Cloſe of the War, this Monarch concluded wit the 
the reſt of the Confederates a Treaty of Peace with Fran, WF n 
which conſiſted of thirteen Articles; the moſt remarkable the 
of which were, that he was confirmed in the Poſſeſſion of U. 
fer Guelderland in full Sovereignty; he had likewiſe the Cou- 
try of Keſſel, and the Prefecture of Mr ietenbect, and was ac- WF. En 
knowledged as Sovereign Lord of Neufchatel and Valin of, 
by France, in Conſideration of his quitting his Pretenſions to 


the Principality of Orange. There were two ſeparate Art: Gol 
cles to this Treaty; by one of which, the moſt Chriſtian Ning lon 
acknowledged him as King of Pruffia, and agreed to gie [ 
him the Title of Majeſty. der 

He likewiſe interpoſed in favour of the Proteſtants of Fran: * 


to whom he had always been a Friend and Protector; ai WF i 
it is highly probable they would have felt the Effects of hi: WF © 
Interpoſition, if he had not been taken off by Death in ti! 


Middle of thcſe Negotiations, in the Aeg ear of his Ag, na 
leaving behind him the Character of being one of the mat 
magnanimous and magnificent Princes of his Age; and wi» Wi E 
knew as well as any of his Predeceſſors, how to ſerve himic: i = 
of every Occaſion that offered for augmenting his 1 owe, Wi G 


end enlarging his Dominions. 1 
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Frederick William, Prince Royal of Pruſſia, and electoral 
Prince of Brandenburgh, ſucceeded his Father in all his Domi- 
nions, finiſhed the imperfect Negotiation of Peace in which 
that Prince was engaged at the Time of his Demiſe, and enter- 
ed into a cloſer Correſpondence than moſt of his Predeceſſors 
with the Court of France. He had not been long ſeated on 
the Throne, before he found himſelf involved in ſome Diſ- 
putes with the Crown of Sweden, occaſioned chiefly by the 
marching of Troops through the different Parts of his Do- 
minions, as well by the Swedes, as by the Powers engaged 
in a War againſt them. His Pruſſian Majeſty endeavoured 
firſt to have compromiſed Matters amicably ; but that being 
found impracticable, he perceived himſelf at lafk obliged to en- 
ter into that War in Conjunction with other Princes confe- 
derated againſt Sweden ; which ended in driving the Swedes en- 
tirely out of Germany, and depriving them of all that Gu/?avus 
Adulphus and his Succeſſors had acquired in the Empire. 

But notwithſtanding this great Succeſs, his Pruſſian Majeſty 
conſented, under the 13 of his late Britaznick Majeſty 
King George I. to certain Preliminary Articles for a Peace 
with Sweden, which were ſigned the eighteenth of Augiſt 1719, 
and afterwards digeſted into a Treaty, that was concluded at 
Steckhalm between the two Crowns, January 10 1720. By 
the third Article of which Treaty, the Crown of Sweden yields 


in Perpetuity to his Pruſſian Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, 


the City of Szetin, the Diſtrict between the Oder and the 
Rhine, with the Iſlands of Wollin and Uſedom, with all the 


7 Rights granted to the Crown of Sweden by the Emperor and 


Empire to the ſaid Places, by the tenth Article of the Treaty 


of /Veflphalia. And by the nineteenth Article of this Treaty, 


the Crown of Sweden . farther the Towns of Dam and 
Gilnaw, on the other Side the Cder, with the Territories be- 


longing to them. 


In Conſideration of theſe Ceſſions, his Pruffian Majeſty un- 


| Certook to aſſiſt no longer the Enemies of Sweden, to promote 
to the utmoſt of his Power the intended general Peace between 
: her and her Neighbours, to fatisfy the Mortgages and Incum- 
E brances on all the Places yielded to him, which had been for- 
merly contracted by the Crown of Sweden ; as alſo to pay 
do millions of Rix-Dollars to that Crown at three different 


Payments, By this Treaty his Pruſſian Majeſty acquired a 


Feat Acceſſion of Territory, to which, as we have ſhewn 
4 before, his Family had very 
| the Dukes of Pomerania; and by this Acquiſition gained a free 


fair Pretenſions as Succeſſors to 


Conumunication with the Baltick, which was of as great or 
greater 


[| 
| 
| 
| 
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greater Cotiicquence than the Revenue of all the Places thre . 

acquired; and contributed highly to the Benefit of other Pan the 

of his Priſſian Majeſty's Dominions. : 175 
ra 


The ſame Temper and Diſpoſition which his Prins MM 
Majcity ſhewed in the Management of this important Affair, WF 
appeared in all the ſubſequent Tranſactions of his Life; tha 1 
is to ſay, he was in every Inſtance careful to maintain and 
ſiro Hort his own Dignity, to ſecure his own Dominiors, t of | 


nike himſelf reſpected by his Neighbours, to keep his Troops gh 
and Fortreſſes conſtantly in ſuch a Poſture as might prevent Tre 
his bing hurt by any unforeſcen Accident; and give him en ry 
O portunity, where the Circumſtances of Things would per. N 
mit it, of turning any ſuch Accident to his Advantage. | y 
was with this View, that he kept always on Foot between 7 
eighty and a hundred thouſand regular Troops, well paid, _ 
and perfectly well diſciplined ; at the ſame time that ic wi "yy 


no leſs careful of his Revenues, as being theroughly* ſenſible, WIE Al 
that if ever a War became neccfiary, "Treaſure would be t | 


the full as needful as T'roos. 47 
This Conduct cf his, though it expoſed him to the Cenfſur: wo 
of ſome ſhallow Politicians, was perfectly agreeable to his oy 95% 
Circumſtances, and to the general Syſtem of Affairs in E. * . 
rope. It preſerved all his Dominions, though ſeparated and 3 
detached from each other, from running any Riſque ; it mad: WF n 
, with 
him conſidered as the moſt powerful Potentate in Germar, 
ee of lufr<s: and 36-oere: bt 8 them. 
next the Houie of Auſtma; and it gave him an Opportunit, a very 


of promoting his Intereſt upon every Variation of the Ba. 4 22 


lance of Power, without actually engaging in a War. Upon Oran 
theſe Motives he entered into the famous Treaty of Hen, Lotito 
concluded the third of September 1725, with their mot wie" 
Chriſtian and Brizannick Majeſties; and tho? the Bounds of t'1; We by 
Article will not allow us to enter into Particulars, yet we Wi The 
may ſafely venture to affirm in general, that he manega en 

wt, and the many ſubſequent Negotiations which quick: Wl Gag a 


followed from it, with great Dexterity, and fo as to turn cver) 
Incident as much as it was poſſible to his own Advantage. 
We have already ſhewed the Pretenſions formed by th: 
Houſe of Brandenburgh on the Succeflion of King Millan 
III. as Princa of Orange; and have taken Notice of the Di. 
tay occalioned by the Will of that Monarch, in favour 
is Coutin the Prince of Naſſau Frize, which ſubſiſted fat 


many Years; and for terminating of which, a Negotiation 


Ware tu 

1 : be de 
was ſet on Foct in 1722, which ended ten Years afterware! Prag re 
in a Treaty concluded at Berlin, May 13 1732. Fy t en in 
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| the Family of Chalms in France, are yielded to his Pruſſia 
! Majeity, and all Ceffions thereof by him to the King of 


France, by the Treaty ſigned at Utrecht, the firſt of Auguſt 1713, 


are confirmed by the Prince of Naſſau Frieze. 


It is agreed that his Highneſs ſhall take the Title and 
Arms of Orange, but without Prejudice to the Royal Houſe 
of Pruſſia, by whom the Title and Arms of that Principality 
are likewiſe to be born. His Pruffian Majeſty was by this 
Treaty to bave for hitnſelf, his Heirs and Succeflors, as his 
Share of the Succeffion  befotementioned, the Ptincipality of 


* Meurs, the County of Lingen, the Diſtrict of Montfort, the 


Lordſhip of upper and lower Swaluwe, the Lordſhips of Nal:- 


© wick, Hoenderland, Wateringen, Orange-Polder, and }Grave- 
and, the Cuſtoms of Gennep, the Barony of Herſtal entire, 


the Lorſhip of Turnbeut, the Houſe at the Hague called the 


O Court, and the Houſe of Honſſaardyct. 


All the reſt of the Succeſſion was left to the Prince of 
Orange, who charged himſelf with all the Debts of the Family ; 


and all the Penſtons payable to certain Perſons therein mention'd, 


and all the Demands of the Houſe of Orange on the Crown of 
Spain, for an annual Penſion of fifty thouſand Florins, as well 


as a Debt of one hundred and twenty thouſand Crowns, are 


aſſigned to the Prince, with the King's Promiſe to aſſiſt him 
with his Intereſt at that Court, to procure a Satisfaction for 


them. This definitive Treaty, by which an End was put to 
a very perplexed and troubleſome Affair, was ratified by his 


E Pruſſian Majeſty 


on the thirticth of May, by the Prince of 
Orange on the thirtieth of June following; and ſoon after 
notified to their High Mightineſſes the States General, who 


had charged themſelves with the Adminiſtration S the ſaid 
Succeſſion, in due form. . 

© The Deſi® his Pruſſian Majeſty had to preferve the Peace 
of his Dominions, and to avoid, as far as he was able, tak- 
ing any Share whatever in the Diſturbances of Europe, in- 
Wuced him to act with great Caution and Reſerve when a 
War broke out between his late Imperial Majeſty Charles VI. 
end the Kings of France and Spain, in Reference to the 
Lection of the King of Poland. There is no doubt, that 
both the Houſes of 1 

Wing in their Inſtances to his Pruſſian Majeſty 


ria and Bourbon were extremely preſ- 
ing in to enter into 
us Diſpute, by which, in all Probability, the Scale muſt 


Fare turned either Way, according to his Pleaſure ; ſince it 
Bras very apparent, that if the Election of King Stani ſſau 
Pen immediately ſupported by a tolerable Force, the Affec- 


s had 


Vons of the Poles would have ſhewn themſelves much more 
| K effectually 


3 
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effectually than they did; and on the other hand, it is tg i 
leſs evident, that if the King of Pruſſia had declared abb. 
lutely on the other Side, the Party for King Staniſlaus cou bo 
not have made any Refiſtance at all, but muſt have ſub ol 
ted immediately. than 
But no Intreaties could prevail upon that wife Monarch th 
act on either Side in this Diſpute, by which, no doubt, he vn 
4 very conſiderable Gainer. It is true, that tho' he did not vine 
King _— any Aſſiſtance in ſupport of his Pretenſions, je 
after the Ruin of his Affairs, and the cloſe Siege of the Ci 
of Dantzich, he ſuffered that Prince to take Shelter in his De. 
minions, where he was treated with all the Reſpect due 9 
2 crown'd Head; and with the Remittances he received fron 
France kept up a great 85 and lived at a vaſt Expenc, 
which was of conſiderable Uſe in that Part of his Priſſa 
Majeſty's Dominions. There were many People, who tion 
their Attachment to the Houfe of Auſtria, treated this Conduit 
of his as unworthy of a King, and inconſiſtent with his Ol. 
ligations to the Emperor ; but ſuch were certainly too haſh, 
and had not ſufficiently reflected, that the Obligations  ; 
Prince to his Subjects are infinitely ſuperior to thoſe je 
contracts with his Allies; and that with reſpect to the Saf = 
of his Dominions, and the true Intereſt of the Crown d ö 5. 


Pruſjia, he was not at all bound to interfere farther than by god 
Offices in this Diſpute; ſo that the Meaſures he took 201 
Sovereign and independent Prince were certainly right. 4 
to the 13 he was under, as Member of the Empir, 
they were ſo punctually complied with, that his Imperial M. 
jeſty himſelf, had no Reaſon to complain. 
The fame Method in reſpect to all other Affairs his Majech 
ot Pruſſia conſtantly purſued, ſhewing himſelf alike prepare 
tor War and inclined to Peace: for tho' he made his Troq 
his Delight, and led all his Days rather a Military than 
Court Life, = this was more with a View to ſave Expenc 
to keep his Troops in Motion, and to maintain ftrict Diſt 
pline, than with any Thoughts of diſtreſſing or diſturbing ts 
Neighbours. In the latter Years of his Life the King ws 
dropfical, and in a very bad State of Health; ſo that he ws 
frequently thought near his End, and yet recovered. 

At laſt he was carried off by a — Illneſs, on the zu 
of May 1740, in the 52d Year of his Age; and tho liit 
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other Princes, he had his Failings and Faults ; among win, 
the Love of rang © and draining it by various unpopuIinati 
Methods out of the Purſes of his Subjects was the chief; ye 5 ur, an 


reſpect to his great Regard tor Juſtice, his prudent (Ecco ,, 


xj 


„in! 


Ing, ſirict Frugality, and cafineſs of Acceſs, he was much 


* 


commended; and with regard to the general Maxims of his 


U 


politicks, they are like to do more Credit to his Memory, 


chan they acquired him Glory while living. 
F This Monarch eſpouſed in his Father's Life-time the Princeſs 
Sophia Dorothea of Hanover, Siſter to his preſent Britannick 


Majeſty, who was born the 16th of March 1687, and is now 


Queen Dowager of Pruſſia, by whom he left a numerous 
Idue; viz. Charles-Frederick his Succeſſor, V. ulam- Auguſtus 
Prince Royal of Pruſſia, born Augu/t gth 1722, who eſpouſ- 
kd the Princeſs Lou:ſa- Amelia of Brunſwick Wolfembuttle, by 


hom he has already two Sons; Frederick-Henry Prince of 
pruſſia, born January 8th 1726; Auguſtus-Ferdinand Prince 
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hom of Schwed ; Lowſa-Ulrica Prince 


f Prujſia, born May 23d 1730; Prederica- Auguſta Princeſs 
1 of Pruſſia, born the 3d of {9 1709; and who on 
the Hereditary Prince of 


the 20th of November 1731, eſpouſe 
Prandenburgh Bareith ; Frederica-Louiſa Princeſs of Pruſſia, 
born September 28th 1714, who on the 3oth of May 1729, 
eſpouſed the Margrave of Anſpach ; Dorothea-Sophia Princeſs 
f Pruſſia, born the 26th of January 1719, and married the 
goth of November 1734, to the e Frederict-IVil- 


s of Pruſſia, born 
2 24th 1720, who on Fuly 17th 1744, married Adolphus- 
rederick Duke of Holſtein-Eutin, elected Succeſſor to the 
Crown of Sweden ; Anna- Amelia Princeſs of Pruſſia, born 
ember gth 1723, and who remains till unmarricd. 
& Charles-Frederick, the preſent King of Pruſſia and Elector 
» Brandenburgh, was born January 24th 1712, and conſe- 
Wently was in the 29th Year of his Age when he mounted 
We Throne; and in his Father's Life- time eſpouſed the Princeſs 
lIzabeth-Chriftina of Brunſwick W/elfembuttle, born Novem- 
8 oth 1715. He began his Reign with an Act of the 
Weateſt Generoſity; for whereas it was publickly known that 
Marriage was a pure Act of Obedience to his Father, 
Wlolutely againſt his own Conſent, and therefore never con- 
mmated, every body expected that his firſt Care would 
ve been to have taken the Opinion of ſome of the Proteſtant 
niverſities in Germany, in order to have got it diſſolved. 
But when that Princeſs, in Company with the Queen- 
Wager, came to compliment him upon his Acceſſion, he 
relied her in the following Terms. You are ſenſible, Ma- 
m, that your becoming Princeſs Royal was contrary to my 
lation; but having obſerved the Amiableneſs f your Beha- 
ur, and the Regard that you have ſhewn for my Perſon, I find 
F under a Neceſſity of 3 you rai Returns; and 
2 


nw 


1432 ; 
now therefore that J am a King, I acknowledge you fir? j 
Queen-Conſort, and the lawful Partner of my Throne and Bip D. 
Jt is impoſſible to - expreſs the Surprize and Joy of h of 
whole Court upon this Declaration, a Declaration which e © vi 
body deſired but no body expected; and which gave h bee 
greateſt Hopes of a Reign that opened with fo extraordim 
a Mark of Juſtice, Tenderneſs, and Generoſity. | 
The very dawning of this young Monarch's Goveramen, the. 
drew the Attention of all Europe, and gave his Neighbours yer 
juſt Ideas of what might be expected in the Progreſs of i, the 
He had been but indifferently treated im his Father's Li 
time; and there were many who dreaded his Reſentment, bon; 
but he puniſhed no body except the Counſellor Hctard, v] ben 
he ordered to depart his Dominions, becauſe he had bee i d 
great Deviſer of Taxes, and the principal Inſtrument of t. j 
late King in laying Barthens upon his Subjects; ſo that in hi 
Manner of treating him, the new Monarch ſhewed that tat 
could zvenge the Wrongs done to his People, tho' he was att. 
ſame Time patient under his own. He was no ſooner pe © 
ſeſled of the Crown, than he declared Himfelf a Protector dE rials 
Learning; and by a Letter written with his own Hand ie 
vited the famous Mr. Maupertuis from Paris, to take wii 
him the Direction of the Academy of Berlin; or, as the Ku 15 yy 
himſelf elegantly expreſſed it, to graft the Slips of true &. 
enc# on the wild Stocks in the North. a. 
But I forget the proper Buſineſs of this Article, whil fan 
pretend to draw the Picture of a Prince, whoſe great Qua. 
are ſo numerous, that they would require more Room tha 
have left, ſhould I attempt their Deſcription. I will conte: 
myſelf therefore with a bare Detail of the principal Fach 
his Adminiſtration, that I may keep within due Bounds, 
In the Account which has been given of his Father's Reig 
it tas been ſhewn, that tho' he took care to put his Am 
on a better Foot than any of his Predeceſſors, yet he n 
very far from being inclined to War, which probably 2 
from the Circumſtances of the Affairs of Europe in his Tint 
but whatever his Motives were, moſt certain it is, that" 
was rather careful in afcertaining his Rights, than in aſe 
ing them, as appears from his fuftering the Biſhop and Pri 
of Liege to continue in the Poſſeſfion of the Barony of 1M 
fall, which had been yielded to the King as a Part of f 
Succeſſion of the kte King William, and offering to comp! 
miſe his Diſpute with that Prelate for 100,000 Florins, wit 
however he could not obtain. 
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zut upon the new King's coming to the Poſſeſſion of his 
Dominions, and going to receive the Homage of the Duch 
of Cudes, he demanded the ſame of the Inhabitants of Her/tall, 
who poſitively refus'd it, alledging that they were, and had 
been always Subjects to the Prince of Licge. The King, to 
* cut this Diſpute ſhort, ſent a Body of his Forces into that 
nn # Biſhoprick, who took Poſſeſſion of Maſeyß, and who declared 
they had their Maſter's Orders to live at Difcretion, till he had 
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1 En: © received Satisfaction for his Barony of Herſtall. It was on 
- of dhe 14th of September 1740, that the Pruſſian Troops entered 


„15 his Territories, upon which the Biſhop of Liege publiſhed a 
long Manifeſto, ſetting forth the great Injury that had been 
Lene to him, but confeſſing at the Choſe, that tha Price ſet 


2 by the late King of Pruſſia was very moderate 3 und chat he 
of if I tad offered to pay him Intereſt for that Sum at «he Rate 
t in d Four per Cent. which in his own Opinion was better 
hit „ chan ſo much ready Money. . : 

as at i He remonſtrated at the ſame Time to the Courts of Vienna 
ner ji and Paris ; but while he was thus buſy in drawing Memo- 


ed 4 rials, and making Complaints, the Pruſſian Troops lived at 
and „ Diſcretion; ſo that at laſt he was forced to ſend two Deputies 
| * Berlin, to put an End to this Diſpute, who were obliged 
he Lin - .cort.ent that his Pruſſian Majeſty ſhould receive 200, 000 
rue U Flozins for His Pretenſions upon Herftall; and this Money 
| being paid on the 23d of October in the Evening, the Pri 


bie an Forces evacuated Maſey# the next Morning. Thus, ac- 
_— cording to his new Method, the King ended this Controverſy 
hn »ithout a Lawſuit, 


It was not only with the Biſhop of Liege that his Majeſty 
Fac; e bad Diſputes ; for about the ſame time the Duke de Chevrenſe, and 
© the Marquis de Nefle ſet up their reſpective Claims to the Prin- 
„ Reel cipality of Neufchatel, againſt what they were pleaſed to call 
de King of Pruſsia's Uſurpation; and the former ſent an Ad- 

be u ocate of the Parliament of Paris, the latter two Advocates 
el the Parliament of Beſangon, to aſſert their Claims; but the 


Gorernor of Neufthatel decided the Matter preſently, by di- 


chat wlll recting that they uld all quit the Principality in twenty-four 
n a Hours, on Pain of being treated as Criminals. This, how- 
14 Prin: er, was but a Prelude to the great Stroke of all, by which 
of 4-8" Majeſty added the rich and fruitful Country of Sileſia to 
ers Dominions ; which, inaſmuch as it has been confidered 
* i the Occaſion of the late general War; the Reader will 
s, wal © naturally expect that we ſhould be a little more particular 


te Account of this Tranſaction. 
K 2 Wo 


— 


1341 

We have already ſhewn that the Houfe of Brandenburg, We - 
had a very fair Title to the Principality of Zagerndorf, a] hin 
other Territories in that Country, which the Emperor pq. vale 
8 united to the Kingdom of Bohemia ; but as h for! 


Elector ftill kept up his Claim, and the Houſe of Au/tria hi of, 
great Need of his Aſſiſtance, it was found neceſſary to gi im 
him ſome Satisfaction; and accordingly a Treaty was ſet oh ing 


Foot at Berlin in 1686, whereby it was ſtipulated, that te tot 
Elector ſhould renounce the Pretenſions of his Houſe to th ef: 
Principalities of Fagerndorf,, Lignitz, Brieg, and Molau, uy Fan 
Condition that the Emperor ſhould yield to the Elector te tuni 
Territory of Schwibus. The Baron de Frytag, who manage ing 
this Negotiation for the Court of Vienna, with the Elec edit 
Frederick II. ſet on foot at the ſame Time another clandeſti fs 
Treaty with the Electoral Prince Frederick, who was after. be u 
wards Frederick III. Elector of Brandenburgh, tho? he is gene. i ſtice 
rally called Frederick I. becauſe he was the firſt King « of / 


Pruſsia. nion 
The Nature of this ſecret Negotiation was very dark; fr A 
there were ſome Family Diſputes, in which the Empert . Mar. 


threatned to take Part againſt the Prince, if, at the fam: to 
Time his Father ſubſcribed the Treaty before mentioned, he = 


did not ſubſcribe an Obligation to give up, as ſoon it u t 
ſhould be in his Power, the Territory of Schw:bus for a ſmall WW Que 
Sum of Money. Accordingly when he became Elector of read) 
Brandenburgh the Money was offered, and the Territory de. & 72" 
manded ; but all the Counſellors of the new Elector abi b ſolut 
him not to part with it, as he had been compelled to make ths . 
Agreement, which in its own Nature therefore was void; but hons 
the Emperor Leopold infiſting upon it, and threatning to ue Fact 
Force, he yielded up the Territory, but refuſed to confirm the! 
the Renunciation made by his Father of his former Rights, Wi ther 
Upon this Octaſion he expreſſed himſelf to his Miniſters in wes 

ed h. 


theſe Words : I ſhall yield the Territory of Schruibus; it 
becomes me to be as good as my Word; I muſt and! 
« will. As to proſecuting my Rights to S:l-/ia, I leave that 
« to the Care of my Poſterity, whoſe Hands I cannot, I wil 


c not bind under my preſent Circumſtances, when it is neceſ- jo. 
e ſary for me to put up with the Injuſtice. If Providence iſ Hl 
and Time don't ſuffer the Thing to take another Turn, that 
« the only Way is to be quiet; but if God orders it other- Opp 
« wiſe, my Deſcendants will know what they have to do.” iti 

Thus the Reader fees in few Words the Nature of ti! Cour 
King of Pruſs:a's Claim; he repreſented both Frederick Il. Pruj 
and Frederick III. conſequently the Rights of both were in We, 
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him; and as the Houſe of Auſtria had taken away the Equi- 
valent, he conceived he had a juct Title to the Territories 
formerly in the Poſſeſſion of his Family, viz. the Principality 
of Fagerndorf, and other Countries, af which he reſolved 
immediately to take Poſſeſſion, He had two Reaſons for act- 
ing in this Manner, without any previous Declarations made 


to the Court of Viewa; the firſt was, that the Male Line 


of the Houſe of Auſtria being extinct, and the Power of that 
Family thereby weakened, he thought this a favourable Oppor- 


tunity of doing himſelf Juſtice; and that he ſhould be want- 


ing to himſelf and his Poſterity, or Succeſſors, if he neglect- 
edit. His ſecond, that the Elector of Bavaria and the King 


of Spain forming Pretenſions upon the Emperor's Succeſſion, 


he was deſirous of reconciling his View of doing himſelf Ju- 


ſtice to the Inclination he had of aſſiſting Maria Thereſa, Queen 


of Hungary, in maintaining her Rights to her Father's Domi- 
E nions, agreeable to the Pragmatic Sanction. | 

Alt the ſame time therefore that he ordered his Troops to 
march into Sileſia, which was in December 1740, he declared 
to the Court of Vienna, that notwithſtanding this Step he 
E was diſpoſed to promote the Election of the Duke of Lerrain 
to the Imperial Dignity; that he was willing to advance the 
Queen of Hungary two Millions of Florins; and that he was 
ready to employ all his Forces in defending her Dominions 
© againſt all her Competitors. But theſe Propoſitions were ab- 
© ſolutely rejected, upon which a War enſued. It is to be ob- 
© ſerv'd, that in this Article I am ſtating the Claims, Preten- 
E tions, and Meaſures of his Pruſſian Majeſty, as Matters of 
Fact, and am very far from taking upon me to decide whether 
the former were well or ill founded, and conſequently whe- 
ther the latter were right or wrong; but thus much I think I 
may be allowed to ſay, that if the Court of Vienna had accept- 
ed his Propoſal, the War in Germany had been prevented, and 
the Empreſs Queen had not yielded more to the King of Prufſ- 
% than he is poſſeſſed of at preſent, after all the Blood and 
| Treaſure that has been ſpent on both Sides in this fatal Quar- 


rel, 

His Pruſſian Majeſty carried his Point in the firſt Inſtance, 
that is to ſay, he made himſelf Maſter of Siliſa without much 
Oppoſition, and the Auſtrians having marched a great Army 
into that Country, under the Command of Field-Marſhal 
Count Nieuperg, in the Beginning of the next Spring his 
Friſſan Majeſty gave that Army Battle on the roth of April 
$2741, at Mohwitz, in which, tho' with great Effuſion of 
| Blood, he gained the Victory. In the ſucceeding Year having 
| 4 marched 
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marched to the Aſſiſtance of his Allies the French, Bavarian 


and Saxons, into Bohemia, after being baſely deſerted by then, | of * 
he on the twenty-fourth of ͤ May 1742, fought the fame, MW» Sill 


Battle of Czaſſato, in which he alſo claimed the Victory; hu 14; 
both Parties being now weary of the War, a Treaty of Pen ck 
was negotiated between his Majeſty on the one Part, and th; Fox 


Queen of Hungary on the other, which was concluded 2 je 


ſigned on the eleventh of June, at Breſlatw in Sileſia; yo! 

which the greateſt part of that 2 and the whole Coun 

ty of Glatz were yielded to his Majeſty. | 
But this did not hinder him from entering into. the Leagy dere 

of Frankfort, in ſupport of the Emperor Charles VII. 1 (hal 


Conſequence of which, he invaded Bohemia, and took the wit! 
City of Prague on the ſixth of September 1744, which ob. pe 
liged Prince Charles of Lorrain to march from the Rhin u ther 


the Elbe, with the Auſtrian Army; upon whoſe Approach, hi part 
Pruſſian Majeſty retired with his Forces towards Siliſa, bu noc 
Prince Charles preſſing hard upon him in his Retreat, a Batle BW purſ 
enſued at Friedberg on the fourth of June 1745, in which hi WW the | 
Pruſſian Majeſty gained a clear and compleat Victory. It vu the 
helieved that this Action would have made an End of th: uc 


War; but the Auſtrians, who were now joined by the Sam of h 
and had formed great Views of diſtreſſing the King of Pruſu, WW H 
continued their — Operations with the utmoſt Vigou; Nas tc 
and on the thirtieth of September, by a forced March, ſurpri- WW to b 
zed that Prince near Stadentz, and plundered his Baggage; WW by e 
but by the great Military Skill and inimitable Prudence of ti: WF tuall 
King, his F. roops were ſoon brought into order, the Battle - WW Con 
newed, and a compleat Victory gained. E who. 
Yet ſtill the Auſtrians perſiſted in continuing the Wa, BF ſtead 
preſuming on the March of a great Body of Ruſſian Auxili- Inter 
aries, which it was ſuppoſed would have marched through P- lity 
land into his Territories. But his Pruſſian Majeſty took Al. er to 
vantage of the Seaſon, and while his Enemies were pleaſing BF cloſe 
themſelves with the Hopes of invading and ruining his Coun- Wi Ru 
try, the old Prince of Anhalt * with a Pruſſian Army en- ¶ cello! 
tered theirs. The King of Poland was obliged to abandon meaſ 
his Hereditary Dominions, and to retire to the Frontiers d rior 
Bohemia for Cifety. Leipfick opened her Gates to the Conque- WI Fami 
ror, and though a numerous Army of Saxons and Auſtriau tied, 
interpoſed to preſerve Dreſden, yet on the fourth Day of D. og 
cember 1745, they were totally defeated by the Prince of Ana! WF BY 
D-ſau, with half their Number of Pruſſian Troops. che b. 
The King entered Dreſden in Triumph, and having over: dhe Si 
come all his Enemies, on the ſourteenth of the ſame Mond u, 


overs 


» 


* cyercame his Paſſions and Reſentment, 
el Victory gave them a fair and equitable Peace. By which 
Fila was again yielded to him; the Saxons gave him one 
Million of Crowns for the Expence of the War; his Majeſty 
EF .cknowledged the Emperor, guarantied the Dominions of the 


the ſame Treaty, 
of his Britannick Majeſty, and once more ſettled the Tran- 


L 137 J 
and in the full Warmth 


| Emoreſs Queen, and included his Ally the Elector Palatine in 
Logs on which was negotiated under the Mediation 


quillity of Germany. 3 
The Intereſts of this Monarch, if they were to be conſi- 


dered at large, would require a conſiderable Treatiſe; but we 
E ſhall reduce them into a narrow Compaſs, and treat of them 
with 3s much Perſpicuity as we can. In Quality of King of 
© Pruſſia, he is one of the greateſt Powers in the North; and 
© therefore it is his Intereſt to ſee the Balance of Power in that 
part of Europe kept exactly even; with this View, there is 
no doubt, that he will have a conſtant Eye to the Meaſures 
5 purſued by Sweden and Denmark, pay ſtill more Attention to 
© the Behaviour of Poland, and be moſt aſſiduouſly watchful of 
che increaſing Power of Ruſſia. Upon his B 

© Succeſs in thoſe Points, the Security, Welfare and Grandeur 
© of his own State will depend. 


iligence and 


How far it is poſſible to manage all theſe with ſuch Addreſs 


© 25 to draw ſome Advantages from ſeveral of thoſe Powers, and 
to be in no Danger from any of them, may beſt be known 
by conſidering the Practice of the preſent King, who has ac- 
tually carried this Scheme into Execution in the moſt difficult 
1 — 4 — The late Revolution in Ruſſia changed the 
whole 


Syſtem of his Affairs with reſpect to that Empire; in- 
ſtead of a cloſe Conjunction, it brought about a Diviſion of 


Intereſts, and from an intimate Union, created a diſtant Civi- 
| lity intermixed with ſome Degrees of Jealouſy, ſo much hard- 
er to be removed becauſe oy were natural, derived from his 


| cloſe Alliance with the excluded Family. The Power of 
| Ruſſia alſo was vaſtly increaſed. By the Election of the Suc- 
| cellor of the Crown of Sweden, that Kingdom came in ſomę 
| meaſure to depend upon her: Denmark was aw'd by her ſupe- 
nor Force, and by the old Differences between that Royal 
Family and the Houſe of Holſtein; while Poland was firmly 
tied, as well by the Intereſt of the reigning Prince, as by a 
| * and uninterrupted Alliance. 
but the admirable Policy of the Pruſſian Monarch has got 
die better of all theſe Connections. By martying his Siſter to 
{the Succeſſor of Sweden, he gain'd an Intereſt in that Coun- 
% which is daily increafing. Denmar# is bound to live 
a | upon 
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upon good Terms with him as a Neighbour, at the ſame tim: * 
that ſhe needs his Aſſiſtance as an Ally. He has always ke wt 
a good Correſpondence with the Republick ; and notwithſtarz. 3 
ing their late Quarrel, has now as good a Correſpondene WE n 
with the King of Poland, as I dare propheſy will ſhortly . WW 1 
pear; fo that he has exactly modelled the Ni to his Mind: be a 


And notwithſtanding the vaſt Power of Ruſſia, has nothing u 


fear from her Jealouſy, and ſtill leſs to apprehend from her Ir. _ 
fluence ; which eaſy Situation of his on this Side, is entire) Expe 
owing to his own great Parts as a Politician ; and muſt, W Cine 
every competent Judge, raiſe his Character, in that reſpect, u thou 
the greateſt Height. the « 


As a Prince of the Empire, he plainly conſiders himſelf x 
the Guardian of the Germanick Conſtitution ; and as he h het 
all Things to hope, and nothing to dread from the Indepen- 
dency of all the Members of the Empire, he has very wiſty with. 


ſhewn as warm and ſteady a Concern for their Rights as fo Wc P 
his own. At the very Beginning of his Reign he compr- not t 
miſed the Diſputes which had ſo long ſubſiſted between hi: RF Bu 


Family and the Elector Palatine, upon very equal and mode. BW rreſe 
rate I erms ; he embraced the F riendſhip of the Houſe of He. g gree 
varia when it was neceſſary to him; and he gave the hight WF miſed 
Proofs of his Fidelity to the Intereſts of that Family, when 
they ſtood in the greateſt Need of his Friendſhip. 

n 


a Word, he has loſt no Ally in the Empire, but hs WW their 
gain'd many; he has reftored the Credit of the Diet of Rat/- Wclinat 
bon, by giving Power to the Princes of the Empire, who fen Read 


their Miniſters thither, to ſpeak their true Sentiments, and ex- 
lain themſelves freely, inſtead of ſubmitting implicitly to the 
— Decrees, as they were wont to do. In ſhort, he he 
ſo conducted his Affairs, as to be univerſally conſidered as 2 to ate 
German Patriot; that is, as one reſolved to maintain the E- 
ſence of the Germanic Conſtitution, and to preſerve the L. N own 
berty of its Members from all interior Influence, as well 
Foreign Subjection; and what Effects this may produce Tim: 
will declare. 5 
As one of the principal Powers of Europe, the preſent Kin; 
of Pruſſia ſeems to have formed to himſelf a Deſign of ef 
bliſhing a more effectual Balance than has been hither 
known, in Virtue of the Increaſe of his own Dominion, 
which have put it into his Hands. This Point was never fu: 
ficiently conſidered by any of our Politicians, or to ſpe 
plainly, has never been conſidered by them at all. The &. 
tuation of France enabled her formerly to preſerve the B- 


Lance againſt the Hauſe of Av/?ria ; the Situation of his yi : 
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| dinian Majeſty's Dominions, enables him to hold the Balance 


© of Italy, and to keep it even between the Houſes of Au/tria 
and Bourbon; but with reſpect to the King of Pruſſia, he has 
$ three Balances in his Hands, that of the North, that of Ger- 


nam, and the great Balance of Power againſt France. 


It is very true, that during the Courſe of the laſt War, 
he ated in Confederacy with France; but, as we have ſhewn 
| before, this was abſolutely againſt his Will. If the Court of 
ima and the Allies of that Court had not conſidered his 

Expedition into Sileſia as an Infraction of the Pragmatick 


© Sanction, in which Light he never regarded it himſelf, nor 
E thought it would be regarded by others; he had certainly taken 


the contrary Side, as having no Reaſon to be a Friend to 


© France longer than he has the Houſe of Auſtria for an Enemy. 


He ſhew'd in his laſt Ry with the King of Poland, Ele- 
ctor of Saxony, a true Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, and 


© without Doubt it is his Intereſt to put himfelf at the Head of 
© the Proteſtants in Germany; and he is too clear- ſighted a Prince 
not to ſee this. 


© But it will be objected, that ſome of the Admirers of the 


: preſent King of Pruſſia have magnified his Power to a De- 


tree much beyond what he is ever like to acquire, have pro- 


miſed many Things for him which he is never likely to per- 
Eform, and have kept ſuch a Silence in reference to the Points 


be has really purſued, as might induce the World to ſuſpect 
their having very dark Notions of that Monarch's Forces, In- 
Eclinations or Intereſts. In anſwer to this I muſt intreat the 
Reader to obſerve, that there is no ſuch thing as mathemati- 
cal Certainty in Diſcourſes of this Nature; and therefore 
thoſe are equally in Fault who pretend magiſterially to de- 
cide what ſuch a Prince will attempt, or what he may be able 
to atchieve 3 and thoſe who on the other hand expect that 
Jerery Thing ſhould fall out exactly according to a Plan laid 
con from Conjectures. 
hut ſtill this Art of foreſeeing future Events from prudential- 
Y applying the Knowledge of human Nature, the Forces of 
Government, and the Lights of Experience, ought not to be 
deſpiſed. Phyſicians cannot always cure, becauſe they cannot 
puways form a right Judgment from their Acquaintance with 
e human Oeconomy, and their Skill in diſcerning Symptoms 
it the Nature of Diſeaſes; and yet none but Fools diſparage 
the Study of Phyſick, or decry the knowledge of Phyſicians. 
There is no Doubt that Stateſmen derive vaſt Advantages from 
ſecret Intelligence; but it was a very wiſe Saying of Lewis XIV. 
Kat he was much leſs in Pain about what his Enemies moe 
> carn 
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learn by this Method, than from the Hints they received fr | the 
the Dutch Gazettes. It is difficult indeed, but not impofſitþ, 


to guard againſt the Effects of Influence or Money, in pen , 
trating the Tranſactions of a Cabinet; but it is far more dig. jr 


cult, and borders more cloſely upon Impoſſibility, to hing, WE Mc 
ſpeculative Politicians from prying into even the cloſeſt B. 


ligns, by the Knowledge they have of Men and Things. I. 15 
be convinced of this, we need only confider what ſanguit * 


Promiſes were made by the Stateſmen in ſome Countries, . Tir 
tore the opening of every Campaign during the laſt War, 26 
the bold Judgments paſſed by undignified Politicians, that fo Re: 
or none of thoſe Promiſes would ever actually be fulfilled, 


Ik would be no difficult Thing to ſhew the Reader, that.: 5 
Revolutions in Ruſſia, in Sweden, and in Holland, were for. kno 
ſeen and foretold ſome Years before they happened; but u. fave 


will confine ourſelves at preſent to the Points immediately he. 
tore us. And tho' all the World allows that there never w]: Th, 
Cabinet more impenetrable than that of the preſent King 


Pruſſia, yet we ſhall endeavour to ſhew, that as our paſt Co. WF: 1 
jectures have not been altogether vain, ſo we are able to gui chat 
xt what his Politicks may produce in time to come. We vn gut 
inclined to think that upon the Concluſion of a general Peas, have 
that Monarch might have been induced to change his Syiten, WM bo, 


but upon ſeeing the Peace concluded at Aix la Chapelle, wi 
conſidering the Conduct of other Powers, we are clearly «i 
Opinion that Time is not yet come. We are ſatisfied th 
the Schemes formed for abaſing or circumſcribing the Poyr 
of this Monarch will have a contrary Effect, and that inſt 
of diminiſhing, there is the higheſt Probability that they wi 
increaſe his Power. We were always and are ſtil] of Opinio 
that he might be detached from France, and that he will ner 
de the Nupe of France; but we ſee no Ground for ſuppolin! 
that proper Meaſures have been taken to bring about the {or 
mer, or that by the Steps he is now taking, he is in Dang! 


of falling into the latter. | T 

He has great Forces, large Revenues, a Genius capable c :; ob 
conducting both, and a Moderation that will reftrain kin WF have 
from Attempts ſuperior to theſe, He knows perfectly well dt Pow 
Grandeur of the Sovereign muſt be eſtabliſhed upon the Ve WF it, a 
fare of the Subject, and this has excited him to ſhew the (ant Duk 
Regard for the Happineſs of his People, as for the Extenſe WI allied 
of his own Power, or rather has induced him to make MW hew 
latter always ſubſervient to the former. He is known to he the B 
an Inclination to become a maritime Power, or which is tl whic 
tame Thing in other Words, to enable his Subjects to inc The 


qhel 


5 i 


ed fron their Wealth T their Induſtry, through the Channels of fo- 


off, reign Trade. Now tho! there are many, and amongſt them 
1 pen. chaps ſome Stateſmen, who treat this as a Chimera, yet we 
e dit. hold the direRt contrary, and are inclined to think, that this 
hinds Monarch and his Succeſſors will actually carry that Point; and 
ſeſt D:. we think fo, becauſe there is no great Improbability in ſuppo- 
8. Ti ing that they may be ſome time or other Maſters of a Sea Coat 
angire ur or five hundred Miles in Extent, It would require more 
les, h. Time and more Room than we have at preſent to beftow, to 
ar, 2 . endeavour the Explanation of this, fo as to bring it within the 
hat n Reach of every Capacity : but whoever will conſult the Maps, 
ed, ' conſider the preſent State of Things, and the vaſt Improve- 
that th ments in the Power of an abſolute Monarch to make, who 
re fox. WW knows what he is doing, and what is to be done to carry a 
but * favourite Point, which 1s at the ſame Time his People's Point 
tely be 15 well as his own; I ſay, whoever will reflect upon theſe 
r WS 1 WW Things, will not conſider what we have advanced as a viſto- 
King f Bi. nary Deluſion. 

aſt Cy. His Views might certainly have been altered, his Meaſures 
to gu changed, and his Deſigns otherways directed than they are. 


Ve ver But then this did not depend entirely upon him, there nut 
al Peace, have been a Concurrence in other Powers to have brought this 


Syſten, about; for to manage a wiſe Prince true to his own Intereſts, 
elle, de muſt be ſhewn, that thoſe who deſire to have him tor a 
_ Friend and Ally have no Intention to reſtrain, no Inclination 
ed that 


to defeat the Meaſures he takes for that Purpoſe, vtiike they 


C Powe ue not deſtructive or dangerous to themſelves. To manifeſt 
inſtel ni Diſpoſition contrary to this, is ſufficient to give another Biaſs 
hey vn t his Councils; aw when we ſee a Prince of the King of 
Jpimion, Pruſſias Turn continue armed at an immenſe Expence, we 


ill neue 
uppolin: 
the for 

Dany 


E muſt conclude that he has ſome great Enterprize in View, 
E which whenever Time ſhall diſcloſe, it will alſo diſcover that 
be took proper Meaſures for carrying that Point, Whatever it 
, which thoſe Armaments were meant to compaſs. 

| The Situation of his Pruſſian Majeſty's Territories is ſuch, 
| a5 obliges him for Reaſons that have been before aſſigned, to 
have a conſtant Eye to the Affairs of the North, where no 


pable a 


ain hin 


well it | Power was ever predominant, but his Predeceſſors ſuffered for 
the We. it, and their Dominions and Eſtates. With reſpect to the 
the ſant Dukes of Courland, they have been, generally ſpeaking, cloſely 
Txtenſa WAR allied to the Houſe of Brandenburgh by Marriage, which as it 
aq | ſhews the ancient Connection of their Intereſts, diſcovers alſo 
n to 


the Reaſon why this Prince is ſtill ſo attentive to the Choice 
which the Courlanders are ſhortly to make of a new Duke. 
lhe Province of Samogitia in Puane, with the Dutchy of 
Courjard, 
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Courlund, divide the Ducal Pruſſia from the Territories of th, 
Carina; and therefore in the preſent State of Things, it; 
but natural that the King of Pruſſia ſhould deſire to ſee tl, 
Hands of the Polanders ſtrengthened, and the Inhabitants 9 
Courland ſet entirely free; becauſe he might then flatter hin. 
felf, that in Caſe at any Time hereafter the Troubles of % 
Many ſhould revive, his Territories would be ſafe from any 
ſudden Invaſion by the Ruſſians, with which he was threats. 
ed but a few Years ago, when his Concerns were in a ver 
critical Poſture. 

It is alſo very likely, that he would be glad to annex why 
the Swedes ill retain in Pomerania, to the reſt of that County 
which is already in his Poſſeſſion, not from any Jealouſy d 
the Swedes, or from a Deſire of aggrandizing himſelf at th 
Expence of his Neighbours and Allies, but on the Score 9 
Convenience, and the better Connection of his Eſtates. Wy, 
may from thence infer, that he will never ſeek to procure thi 
in any other than an amicable Way, and with the Conſent d 


the Swedes, in Conſideration of ſome kind of Equivalent « 


other, It may be this Acquiſition is ſtill at a great Diſtance 
and it may be alſo that the Meaſures which this great Monarch 
has concerted in reference to the Affairs of the North, vil 
bring this about ſooner than is generally imagined. But be 
that as it will, there is no Queſtion that whenever it is effed. 
ed, the Power of Pruſſia will be very much augmented there. 
by, and the Liberties of the Empire will then ſtand in nee 
of no Guardian without the Limits of Germany, While thel: 
Deſigns attract the Thoughts and employ the Hands of thi 
active Prince, he will certainly maintain a good Correſpon- 
dence with all thoſe Powers that are Neighbours to him, in 
reſpect to the reſt of his Dominions, which will leave the In- 
habitants of the United Provinces at full Liberty to redreſs their 
cen Grievances in their own manner, and to recover the an- 
cient Strength and Vigour of their Government, in Conſe 
quence of reſtoring that Form under which it was firſt con- 
ſtituted, and for a long Series of Years happily flouriſhed. 
But whenever thoſe Struggles for Power, which at preſent 
embarraſs and diſtract 9%, nad of the North, ſhall be 
by Negotiation or otherwiſe compoſed, we have very litie 


room to doubt that his Majeſty of Pruſſia will again turn his | 


Views towards the Countries of Cleves and Gueldres, and tit 
Principality of Eaſt Frieſſand, where he has the very impoi- 
tant and commodious Port of Embden, to facilitate the Scheme 
he may form in favour of the Commerce of his Subjects, to 
which there is no doubt that he will apply himſelf mw ops 
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| Induſtry and Spirit, whenever the T ranquillity of Europe ſhall 


| be ſo thoroughly ſettled, as that he has no reaſon to ſuſpect his 
| Neighbours may force him ſuddenly into a War, while his 
Councils are wholly taken up in cultivating the Arts of 
Peace. 
* He will by that Time have ſerved himſelf to the utmoſt of 
| whatever Aſſiſtance France may have found it her Intercit to 
give him, for more than that ſhe will never give, and his 
Senſe of this will engage him not to perſiſt any longer in the 
proſecution of Meaſures acceptable to the Court of Jer ſailles, 
than they are conducive to the Extention or Eſtabliſhment 


el his Power and Influence. He will then ſee that Indepen- 


dency, and being at the Head of the Proteſtant Intereſt in 
| Germany, is ſufficient to gratify his utmoſt Ambition, and to 
riſe him to the higheſt Point of Authority, by making him 
courted and reſpected by all his Neighbours, and as Occaſions 
offer, the Umpire of all their Differences. 

Theſe are indeed but Suppoſitions, but then they are built 


upon ſolid and rational Foundations; whereas thoſe who fancy 


that he will be ſome time or other ſwallow'd up by a Confe- 
deracy of powerful Neighbours, or deſpoiled of a great Part 
of his Territories, are not able to offer either Facts or Argu- 
ments to countenance their Opinion, ſince hitherto we have 


never ſeen him attempt beyond his Strength; nor has it ap- 


peared after many Months ſpent in Regulations, freſh Eſtu- 
bliſhments, new Diſcipline, and other nulitary Improvements, 
© that the Power moſt concerned, or which thinks herſelf moſt 
concerned, to traverſe the Deſigns of Pruſſia, has been able 
to do it with any great Effect, even in Conjunction with a 
© very uſcful Ally, who after being once ſacrificed, will moſt 
certainly take Care to prevent being involved again in the like 
Quarrel, 
Iheſe are all the Reflections we dare hazard at preſent up- 
eon this Subject, and perhaps there are very few political Wri- 
ters who would have ventured to ſay ſo much; but as we 
have only the Reader's Advantage in View, it was not neccſ- 
$ fary for us to be ſo nice in that particular, ſince whether our 
Conjectures are juſtified or refuted by Events, the Advantage 
© to the Reader will be the ſame; for as in one Cafe he will 
a an Opportunity of diſcerning in what manner probable 
& Judgments may be drawn from political Principles, ſo in the 
other, the Detection of thoſe Errors will contribute not a 
| litle to the Increaſe of his Sagacity. We are ſo far from pre- 
tending to Infallibility, that what we offer is only in the Na- 
ture of an Eflay, which muſt be ſubmitted to thoſe Correcti- 
q ons 
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ons that all Writings of this kind require, and in Conſequeng, 
of which only, they can be brought at length to a tolery) 


Degree of Perfection and Certainty. 


1 mt 8 


—— — 


CHAP, VIII. 


In which is comprehended a clear tho conciſe A. 
count of the Riſe and Progreſs of the Power i 
the Houſe of AUSTRIA, the Oppofition it hy 
met with from that of BouRBON, and the pre. 
ſent State of the fir/t-mention'd Houſe, 


HE Diſputes between the Houſes of Auſtria and Br. 
bon, having been the principal Cauſe of thoſe Troubles 
that have diſturbed the Peace of Europe for ſeveral Ages paſ, 
and there being but too juſt Grounds to believe that thel 


| Debates will be no leſs fatal to the Tranquillity of ſucceeding 


Times; it may be eaſily conceived from hence, that nothing 
can contribute more to the forming a juſt Idea of the pre- 
ſent State of "Things, and of the Maxims of Policy, by which 
the ſeveral Powers of Chriſtendom regulate their Views, than 
1 clear and diſtint Account of the Acquiſitions, Pretenhons, 
Intereſts, Controverſies, and Connections of theſe two great 
Families. 

It is indeed true, that this is ſo wide, and ſo ample a Fiel, 
that it might well afford Matter ſufficient for ſeveral large 
Volumes; but our Buſineſs is to contract it, to ſelect from 
the Materials proper for ſo large a Hiſtory, thoſe Particuls 
that are fitteſt for the Purpoſes before mentioned, and by rang- 
ing theſe in a proper Order, to afford the Reader ſuc! 1 
Proſpect of this Subject, as it would be very difficult for hm 
to obtain, even from ſo large a Hiſtory, though written wil 
all the Skill and Accuracy poſſible. This Attempt indeed b 
hardy and difficult, but then it is both rational and requilite; 
there is no proceeding in our Plan without it, and he wi? 
aims at pleaſing the Publick, and who has already received 
Marks of their Willingneſs to be pleaſed with his Endes 
vours, will never think any thing hard or impraQticable, Which 
he is convinced is neceſſary for their Service. 


With 


| ( 145] 
quen 1 With this View, and with theſe Hopes, let us begin with 
die Hiſtory of the Houſe of Auſtria, and uſe our utmoſt Care 
and Diligence to free thoſe Circumſtances that are moſt ſuited 
to our Deſign, from that Obſcurity, Perplexity, and Embarraſ- 
ment in which they have been hitherto involved; chiefly from 
— | tic Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions of almoſt all the Hiſtorians, 
who have undertaken to afford us Light into theſe Matters 
and who, inſtead of repreſenting Things as they really were, 
have made it their Buſineſs to miſrepreſent them in ſuch a Man- 
> 4. , = might bring the World in general to embrace for 

Truth their particular Opinions, 

ver TW As to the Original of this great and flouriſhing Family, 
t ha; MW there is no Need of troubling ourſelves, or our Readers with 
pr. the Diſpates of various Writers about it; theſe very Diſputes 
rove its great Antiquity, and the different Sentiments that 
_ been publiſhed about it, are ſo many Evidences of a 
Deſire to entitle many antient and illuſtrious Houſes to the 
Honour of being allied to this. The moſt probable and beſt 
atteſted of theſe Accounts, make Rodalph Count of Hapſbourg, 
ho is generally reputed the Founder, becauſe he was the firſt 


1 Briy. 


Troubles | 


es paſt, : ; 

5 a Emperor of this Family, deſcended by his Father's Side from 
ceedins be Counts of Tier/lien, near Baſil, in Switzerland; and by 
nothin e Mother's Side from the antient Counts, of Hapſbourg. 


He enjoyed from his Father the Landgravate of Alſace; and 


7 which Whe Glory with which he extricated himſelf from ſeveral un- 
* 10 Wars that were made againſt him by his Neighbours, in- 
Nuced the Cantons of Uri, Schwitz, and Underwald ta demand 


ſis Protection; the Cities of Zurich and Frybourg did the like; 


t 1 a 
0 Se ie Counties of Kyburgh, Lentzburgh, and Baden, came to 
a Fic, in by the Death of his Couſin ; and, ſome other Lordſhips 
al lg = added to his Nominions in Right of his Wife. 
A fron be Extent of his Reputation exceeded by very much that 
f his Territories; and the Prud ith which / 
rticuas ; 3 Prudence with which he governed 
by rang hem, induced Ottocarus King of Bohemia, to make Choice 
"I bf Rodolph of Hapſbourg for his Prime Miniſter ; which Dig- 


pity he enjoyed with the Title of Great Maſter of his Houſhold. 
this Situation of Things, the Empire became vacant by 


wit 
deed beach of Henry II, and the Affairs of Germany fell into 
equiſte; He greateſt Confuſion for ſome endeavoured to raiſe Alphonſus 
he who ing of Caſtille, others Richard Earl of Cornwa!, to the Im- 


eral Dignity. Indeed both took the Title, but neither en- 
yed the Authority of Emperor. 


During the Time of theſe Diſputes, three of the moſt an- 
= Families extinguiſhed ; by which the Dutchy of Swatia, 
the Margravates of Auſtria and Hungary became vacant, 
L which 
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which increaſed the Diſorders in Germany to fuch a D 
emf 


+ . 4 
9 * * > * » V7 
* 3 
0 


that ſeveral great Cities had no other Way to ſecure th 
from thoſe Bands of Thieves and Plunderers, that ra 
whole Countries with Impunity, than to enter into a 

for mutual Defence, in ſome Meaſure to ſupply the Want 9 
that legal Government, by which they had been formerly py, 
tected and defended. 

At laſt, in the Year 1273, when this Scene of Confuſq 
had wearied out even thoſe by whom it was occaſioned, tn 
Elector of Mentz propoſed to remedy theſe Diſorders, by ty 
raiſing of Redalph of Hapſbourg to the Imperial Dignity ; ai 
this Propoſal was immediately embraced, and the 2 ors d 
Saxony and Brandenburgh not _ gave their Votes, but, 
ſtrengthen his Intereſt, and to render him more able to ſy. 
pu is new Dignity, they each of them married one of hy 

ughters. It was not long after his — Emperor, th 
he formed a Reſolution of obliging Ottocarus King of Bubeni 
to ſubmit himſelf to the Laws of the Empire. This Prinz 
relying on his Power, and taking Advantage of the public 
Calamity, had ſeized the Dutchy of Stabis, and the Mx: 
gravate of Auſtria ; but Rodelph ſoon forced him to give 9 
the Dutchy to his own ſecond Son; and even inſiſted, as K 
had a Right to do, upon his rendering him Homage for ti 
Kingdom of Bohemia ; which was extreamly mortifying to the 
proudeſt, and moſt ambitious Prince of his Time; who cout 
not forget that the preſent Emperor had been once Maſter d 
his Houſhold. 

At length however he agreed to this, but upon Condition 
that he ſhould do Homage to the Emperor in his Tent, i 
before the great Officers of the Empire only. Rodelph cor. 
deſcended thereto ; but when, according to the Ceremony, tit 
King was on his Knees with his Hands upon the Goſpels tix 
lay open in the Emperor's Lap, the great Officers of the How 
Mold who were preſent, threw themſelves flat upon their Face 
and the Sides of the "Tent being thrown up, exhibited this ei 
traordinary Scene to the whole Imperial Army, ranged h 
two Lines on each Side of the Tent for that Purpoſe. Ti 
provoked the King ſo much, that at the Perſuaſion of his Wit 
he renewed the War, in hopes of recovering Auſtria, Stink 
and Carniola ; but inſtead of this, in the firſt Battle he foug!t 
he loſt the Victory and his Life together. | 

The Emperor Redelph gave another Inſtance of the Quid 
neſs of his Wit, and his great Preſence of Mind, in the C 
remony of his Coronation at Aix-la-Chapelle, when the Ele. 


tors made ſome Difficulty becauſe the Scepter was wy 
0 1 Wii 
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* There is a Crucifix yonder, ſaid the Emperor, let us uſe that 


— for à Secpter. here was no rejecting this Expedi 

Lo that they were obliged to do their 1 3 
r the Javeſtiture of their Dominions, which they held as F * 
p of che Empire, by laying their Hands on the Crucifix in- 


ſtead of the Scepter. He anſwered i 

fecdations of thoſe who had raiſed 2 prong =" Le 
ed, te ſhe reſtored its Domeitics Tranquility, and its Re utati hs 
by E with regard to Foreign Nations; by ſuppreſſing ſuch 5 made 
1; of their Power to barraſs and diſturb their Neighb a 
* well as reſtoring the Vigour of the Laws for the 2 


but, u of leſſer Offenders every where throughout the Empire 
to ln- [t it true, that he took great Care of his own Famil 
e fu oblging as” vg” of Bavaria to reſtore him the Town 
or, the if Veltz, Lintæ, Steyr, and other Places i 
17 5 5 vr 3 * 5588 to him N King 
© Prince ef 5064119, which the Duke parted with t i 
public: WIG uniſhed for the Aſſiſtance he had given that Mines 2 
ne Ma: . Empire. It is alſo ſaid, that the Emperor Rodolph ſold 
we 5 3 mon. 3 yy" mh 1 Italy, and made many of the 
3) wk zut in doing this, he thought he di 
wo: Wucice to the Empire, fince he never affected = de oh 
ng to th * Italy, and therefore declined being crowned King of thy 
ho co enen, by the Pope, or of Lombardy by the Archbiſhop of 


5 
Milan. 


Matter a He thought an E 

OT RUIN an". Speer might becom 
Zondition WK minding his Affairs in Cary; e f — 
by 1 „ Tie 2 4 ON prejudicial to the Germans Until 
-1ph e 4 of State, all Laws, and all P FF : 
nony, 7: * of Juſtice, had been writtten in Latin ; 3 
4 tu 1 33 m the German Language himſelf, 115 
the Ho thed this Ulage for the future; 1 7 . 
jeir Fac oundation of the e and Cider of n 1 
3 this e, 25 well as of the Houſe of Au/tria ; and after a ethos 


eign died in 1291, leaving behind him two Sons, Albert 


ranged 1B * 
uke of Auſtria, and Rodolph Duke of Swabia. 


fe. Thi 


f his Wit After the Deceaſe of this Prince, the Archbi 

ia, Stir BR. N procured Adolphus of Naſſau to * Rel Em . 

he fougt an Intention of governing the Empire under his 3 
» 


finding that Prince: bf i 
To CC too high a Spirit to bea 
Ents A ee 1 na other 8 
1 5 n after took upon them to depoſe hi 
oy _ Albert Duke of Au/tria, Emperor in his — 
1 * m_ a civil War, which was ended in the Year 
» by a deciſive Battle, in which Albert was not only 
L 2 victorious, 


he Quick 
in the Ut 
the Ele. 


Wann: 
Ti 


[ 148 } 


XJ 
2 ST 


victorious, but alſo killed his Competitor Adolphus with ty MW 
own Hand, and thereby ſecured to himſelf the Poſſeſſion « + * 
the Imperial Dignity. I 
The Elector of Meniz in a very little Time grew as wv, MW 
eaſy in regard to him, as he had been in reſpect to the En, F 
peror Adolphus ; and relying on his own great Power and h 
Influence he had over the Electors, had the Infolence to th 7 
him once, when they were hunting together, that he had 1. © 
thing more to do, than to blow his Horn which hung 2 
his Side, and immediately there ſhould ſtart up another l 3 
peror. But in this he ſhewed his Vanity and Ambition, ma © 
more than either his Wiſdom or his Intereſt ; for Albert Au © 
immediately Recourſe to Arms, and forced him, and th 6 
Electors who ſided with him, to a ſpeedy Submiſſion. E 2 
was a powerful and prudent Prince, and, like Roda ti; 1 
Father, was alike careful of the Concerns of his Family, ani WW = 
of the Intereſts of the Empire. * 
But with many great Qualities he had ſome Mixture i 4, 
Vices. His Ambition was boundleſs, and his Governmen We fu 
arbitrary. The Governors he ſent into Switzerland, va ,- 
belonged to him, oppreſſed the People to ſuch a Degree, tha WWF e 
the Cantons of Ur:, Schwitz, and Underwald, reſolved to : 5 
themſeives free; in order to which, they entered into a T¹ν - 
or Confederacy in the Year 1307 for ten Years, which ate. nig 
wards they renewed in 1315, and made perpetual : And du Sub 
was the Origin of the Switz Republick, which has fre 
made ſuch a in Europe. For tho' the Emperor 1 fer 
lected nothing in order to reduce them again under his Dom- ,. .: 
nion, yet it was in vain; for partly by the Situation of th be! 
Country, and partly by the Bravery of the People, they preſent . 
their Liberty in ſpite of all his Endeavours. f þ 
He married his eldeſt Son Redolph to Blanche the Dau twen 
of Philip the Fair, King of France, by which he gained . mou. 
Advantages to his Family. After her Deceaſe he mari Han 
iſabella, Queen Dowager of Bohemia, and in her RAe, 
acquired that Kingdom, which now for the firſt Time mW cr. 
polleſſed by the Houſe of Auſtria; but he 7 ſoon ab der 
they loſt it again. As for the Emperor Albert, he cont: throw 
nued to govern the Empire with great Honour and Rep bim: 
tion ſeveral Years, in which Space he leſſened the Power of tr teen, 


Clergy, made ſeveral good Laws, and endeavoured to fix t 
Imperial Authority upon a fumer Foundation than it “ 
hitherto ſtood. 

But while he was meditating this, and other great Deſig 


an Act of Injuſtice he had committed, brought him to s 
unde 
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© untimely End; for having undertaken the Jt ray + of his 
© Nephew John, the Son of Rodalph Duke of Swabia, he refuſed 
© when of Age, to put him in Poſſeſſion of his Country, which 
= provoked him to ſuch a Degree, that he took an Opportu- ' 
nity when he was hunting, to aſſaſſinate him on the firſt of 
3 ly 1308, in a Place where the Monaſtery of Koningsfield 
© was afterwards built, by his Widow the Empreſs Dowager 
= Elizabeth. 

© By the premature Death of this great Monarch, the Houſe 


with hs 
eſſion < 


V 25 un. 
the En. 
and th 
e to tel 
had ng 


way | © of 4u/ria loſt the Imperial Dignity, which they did not re- 
ther © cover for one hundred and thirty Years ; though they conti- 
Ny much BS cucd all that Time to be reckoned amongſt the greateſt and 
(lbert hi E moſt poweful Princes of the Empire; and this notwithſtand- 
and de 4 ing their Dominions were divided into ſeveral diſtinct Prin- 
ion. f cipalities, the Poſſeſſors of which frequently differed amongſt 
pb fs E themſelves. At length, Albert ſurnamed the Magnanimous, 


nily, a having married Elizabeth, the Daughter of the Emperor Si- 


eiſnund, revived the Glory of his Houſe ; for on the firſt of 


1xture January 1438, he was elected King of Hungary; on the 
Verne z ith of May, the ſame Year, he became alſo King of Bohe- 
d, whic nia; on the twenty-ſixth of June following, was eleQ- 
gree, ür ed Emperor. He was one of the braveſt, and alſo one of the 


ed to f 


| moſt prudent Princes of his Time. He met with great Dif- 


2 Ta feultics in maintaining the many Dignitics to which he was 
ich after F raiſed ; but he fund Means to bring the Hungarians to 
And du submimon: He drove Uladiflaus King of Poland out of Bo- 
has ſin: BW tema, reduced that Country into a State of Tranquility; and 
10 * atterwards engaging in a War againſt the Turks, he forced 


their Emperor Amurath to raiſe the Siege of Belgrade, after 
he had Jain before it a Year. 

He would undoubtedly have performed ftill greater Things, 
it he had not been taken off by a ſudden Death on the 
twenty-lixth of Of7ober 1439. He left behind him a poſt%:1- 
mous Son called Ladiſſaus, who had the Titles of King of 


1 of tber 
ö preſenei 


Dauontz 
ned fon 


C my Hungary and Bohemia ; but he never enjoyed either, though 
er RY de Hungar; ing him i 

* e 11ungarians were deſirous enough of putting him into Poſ- 
* 4 ſeſſion of their Crown, if his Couſin, who ſucceeded his Fa- 


OY ther in the Empire, would have conſented to it ; but whether 
* x through Ambition, or ſome other falſe Policy, he ſtill kept 
F bin at Vienna, where at laſt he died about the Age of eigh- 
teen, not without great Suſpicion of Poiſon, 

Frederick, ſurnamed the Peaceable, was elected Emperor on 
the Death of Albert II. in the Year 1440, and two Years 
pe aterwards he married, the Infanta Eleonora, Daughter of Ed. 
- 0-4 King of Portugal, by whom he had his Son and Suc- 
| L 3 ceſſor 
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ceſſor Maximilian. He interpoſed his Authority at the famay, 
Council at Baſis by which he prevented a Schiſm, at +, 
very Point of breaking out; he reformed the Laws of th, 
Empire, and digeſted thoſe relating to Fiefs into one Cady 
which was very beneficial to all the Members of the Gs. 


manick Body. He engaged in ſeveral Family Diſputes, which 7 
ended in a War; but by Degrees, anc 7 dint of Patien one 
and Prudence, he extricated himſelf out of numberleſs Dig. bis 
culties, not with Safcty only, but Advantage. Ye: 

He was a very ſaving 1 which drew upon him the be 


Reproach of W covetous; but in reality Frugality was » WISE" 
him a very neceſſary Virtue ; ivr his i redeceſſors in thc En. Ho 
pire having poſſeſſed the t rich 5 of Hungan but 
and Bohemia, were conſequentl; ab'c to ſpend liberally, d Cu 
to keep very magnificent Courts. But as he held neittz 4 
of thoſe Kingdoms, and drew but a ſmall Revenue from hs w 
own Territories, he could not live with the ſame Spler WF 
that they had done. He was very flow in his Mat WE 
but withal very ſecure, and with great Prudence eitav1.ii ed 
the Grandeur of the Houſe of Auftria upon that baſis 0 
which it has hitherto ſubſiſted, notwithſtanding all the Effe Wi Up 
of its numerous Enemies, 
There were two Things that contributed extreamly to this Wi 4 
Eſtabliſhment : the firſt was the Length of his Reign, which WW Y 
exceeded half a Century, and gave him an Opportunity df 
doing greater Things for his Family, than hitherto ary 
Prince had done: And on the other, the Marriage of his 
eldeſt Son Maximilian to Mary Ducheſs of Burgindy, great WF” 
Heireſs in Europe, by whom the Houſe of Auſtria acquire I 10 
an immenſe Treaſure in ready Money, and thoſe that are f dt 
called the Auſtrian Netherlands, with the Provinces which +. 
compoſed the Dutch Republick, included. This Match en- 
nabled the Emperor alſo to procure his Son to be elecei i 
King of the Romans in his Life-time, which was a vey Wi d 
wiſe Precaution, ſince after a Reign of fifty-three Years, this 
Monarch was taken off ſuddenly ; for having eat plentiful 
of a Melon after Dinner, and drank too much Water upon Ci 
it, this proved the Cauſe of his Death, which happen'd a 52 
the fourteenth of Augnuft 1493. 
Maximilian I. ſucceeded his Father, having been choſen of 
King of the Romans in 1486. He was in his | one d Au 
the moſt generous, as well as in his Perſon one of the hand. 
ſomeſt Princes of his Time. The former gained him tit 900 
Affection of his Subjects, as the latter had procured him tie 
Heireſs of Burgundh, to whom all the great * on de 
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Continent had been Suitors. It may not be amiſs to obſerve, 


that it was this Lady who brought the large Lip into the 
| Auſtrian Family, as Brantome obſerves on the Authority of 
| we Queen of France, who was Siſter to Charles V. 


” Beſides the other Advantages he poſſeſſed, Maximilian was 


one of the moſt extraordinary Princes of his Age in reſpect to 


his natural Abilities. He could ſcarce {| plain at ten 


Years old, and afterwards ſpoke fo faſt, that he could hardly 
be underſtood. His Father put him under the Care of Peter 

| Englebert, who was a downright Pedant, and behaved towards 
bm in ſuch a Manner as gave him a Diſguſt to Learning; 
put as he grew up, he corrected theſe Errors by his own 
Cate and Diligence, and became not only extreamly eloquent 
ia his own Language, but ſpoke alſo the Latin, French, and 
ialan Tongues with the greateſt Purity. ] 


After the Death of Mary of Burgundy, he projected a 


I ſecond Marriage with Ann o gn which 1f it had taken 


Effect, would have been as beneficial to him as the former, 
but he was ſupplanted in this by the French King Charles VIII. 


Upon this Diſappointment he married Blanche Daughter to 
© the Duke of Milan, with whom he had a prodigious Sum 
in ready Money, which enabled him to recover that Part of 
© 4/tria which had been conquered by Mathias Corvinus King 
of Hungary. His Care of his own Concerns did not hinder 
bim from being very attentive to thoſe of the Empire; for 
in the Year 1495, he eſtabliſhed, in a Diet at /Yorms, the fa- 


mous Conſtitution for the Security of the publick Peace, and 
Cat the ſame Time created an Imperial Chamber, for hearing 


© and determining in a 1 


Manner the Differences and Diſ- 


putes between the Princes of the Empire, which before his Time 
bad been ſeldom ended any other Way than by the Sword. He 
continued the War which his Father had begun againſt the 
| Swiſs Cantons; but after being defeated in eight Battles, con- 


| cluded a Tr 


| Bavaria, Swabia, the Rhine, 


of Peace with them in 1499. 
The Year following he ſettled a Council for the Govern- 


ment of the Empire; and at the fame Time divided it into 


Circles, of which there were _g but fix, viz. Franconia, 
eft 


alia, and lower Saxony ; 


7 


but in 1512, there were four other Circles added; viz. thoſe 


of Auſtria, Burgundy, the lower Rhine, and upper Saxony. 
Authors are very much divided, as to the Time in which 
Auſtria was erected into an Arch-Dutchy ; and there are 
good Authorities which aſcribe this to five ſeveral Princes; 
but however the moſt probable Account is, that Maximilian 
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gave it this Title, to diſtinguiſh it from all the other Ping, 
palities of the Empire and of Europe. : 
The Venetians having refuſed him a Paſſage thro' ts, 
Territories, he was offended with it to ſuch a Degree, 4, MF: « 
he engaged the Pope and the King of France in the Lewy | 
of Cambray againſt that Republick, which was very near heir; 
fatal to it. The Loſs of the Battle of Agnadel had infalliv; 
drawn after it that of all their Territories upon the Contine 
if ſome Miſunderſtanding had not ariſen between the Pow, ty 
embarked in that Alliance. The Venetians themſelves wer te 
ſo aſtoniſhed when they ſaw the Emperor become Mafter c x 
Verona, Breſcia, Bergamo, Padua, Vicenza, Lodi, and od af 
fortified Places, that they offered him an annual Tribute c C 
fifty thouſand Ducats to be taken under the Protection of h R 
Empire; and without doubt it was the greateſt Miſtake n to 
his Reign, that he neglected this Offer: for the Republic, to 
recovering from their Fright, and having prevailed upon Lu WG 
XII. of France to quit the League, ſoon brought moſt c Di 
theſe Places again under their Obedience; ſo that except MN dir 
and Roveredo, the Emperor kept nothing at the Peace, whic def 
he ſold the Venetians for two hundred thouſand Ducats, . Ca 
half of which Sum was paid by France, © by 

In this War the Emperor had the Aſſiſtance of the Sw, En 
in virtue of the hereditary Convention he had made wit 
them; ſo that he found them more uſeful to him as Allie, 


than he could have made them as Subjects. In 1515, x ' 
united the County of Gerit to his Dominions, upon e 
Death of the laſt Count without Heirs. He received with great oft 
Magnificence, Srgi/mund King of Poland, and Uladi/laus Kin ifceal 
of Hungary, at Vienna; at which Interview he renewed te - 


Treaty of Succeſhon with the laſt of theſe Princes, by whid 
he gained the Kingdom of Hungary for his Poſterity. Hi 
Reign, though ſhort in Compariſon of his Father's, was gl 
rious for himſelf, very uſeful to the Empire, and exceeding) 
happy for his Family. He died at Vells in Auſtria, on tit 
twelfth of January 1519. 

This great Monarch had only one Son Philip, who dies 
before him; he eſpouſed Jane the Daughter of Ferdinand d 
Arragon, and Iſabella of Caſtile, who brought him the whole 
Kingdom of Spain for her Fortune. Don Juan Antoni d 
Vera, a Spaniſh Hiſtorian, gives us this Character of him: 
« His Temper and his Manners, fays he, gained him not on? 
« the Love of his Subjects, but alſo of his Enemies; he ## 
every beneficent, but his Gifts were ſmall, and like thoſe « 


« a prix 
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Pre. « 2 private Man, for he had not Time to ſhew that he had the 

* « Soul and Generoſity of a King. His Queen was fo fond of 
' ther „ him, that his Death, which happen'd in the Year 1506, coſt 
ee, un © that Princeſs her Senſes ; ſhe directed his Body to be embalm- 
Leary | « ed, and carried it every where about with her; a memorable 
u bei WE „ Example of conjugal Tenderneſs ! and though in itſelf an 
nfalliv; „ Act of Folly, has been admired by Men of the beſt Senſe.” 
ntiner, King Philip left behind him two Sons, Charles born the 
Poe twenty-fourth of February 1500, and Ferdinand born the 
es wer tenth of March 1503. He had likewiſe four Daughters; 
laſter c Eleonora, who eſpouſed Don Emanuel King of Portugal, and 
1d oth i: afterwards the French King Francis I. Iſabella, who married 
YL Chriſtian II. King of Denmark ; Mary, who eſpouſed Lewis 
E King of Bobemia and Hungary; and Catharine, firſt promiſed 


I 


* 


iſtake n to John Frederick Elector of Saxony, and afterwards married 
epublic, WW to 5 III. King of Portugal. 

on Lu Philip made a Treaty with Lewis XII. of France for the 
moſt d Diviſion of the Kingdom of Naples; and by his laſt Will 
ept Nr directed, that he ſhould have the Tuition of his eldeſt Son, 
e, wich I defiring that he would provide ſome able Man to have the 


Care of his Education, which that Prince faithfully fulfilled, 
© by appointing William de Croy of the Houſe of Chievres to that 


the Swi, Employment, who was one of the wiſeſt and beſt-bred Men 
ade wit of his Time, and who laid the Foundation of his Pupil's For- 
as Allie, WW tunes, by an excellent Education. 

1515, This young Prince Charles, whom his Grandfather Maxi- 
upon EmilanT. could not prevail upon the Electors to chooſe King 
with ret of the Romans in his Life-time, ſucceeded him after his De- 
ſaus King I ceaſe, and became Emperor by the Name of Charles V. chiefly 
newed the by the Influence of the Electors of Mentz and Saxony. He 
by whic E ielded to the Arch Duke Ferdinand his Brother, all the Do- 
rity. Hs rinions belonging to the Houſe of Auſtria in Germany, re- 
, was gi6-Werving to himſelf the Succeſſions of the Kings of Spain and 
xceeding) Duke of Burgundy. He added to the Low Countries, the 
ia, on ti: Lordſhips of Utretcht and Over- Viel, which came to him b 

e Donation of Henry, Biſhop of Utrecht. He afterwar 

who dt Bicquired the Dutchy of Gueldres, and the County of Zutpher 
-rdinand ey the Death of their laſt Duke Charles. The Countries of 
the what rea and Groninguen, he purchaſed from George Duke of 
Antonia 4 daxory, for one hundred and fifty thouſand Florins in Gold. 
r of hin le annexed likewiſe the Towns of Cambray and Lingen to 
m not on!) Whoſe Provinces ; and for their Security, incorporated the whole 
es; he uno the Empire, under the Title of the Dutchy of Bur- 
ke thoſe 0 Bundy. He had in the Courſe of his Reign many Wars, and 


« a pH in moſt of them ſucceſsful, 
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In the Year 1521, he entered into a League with r, 
Leo X. in Conſequence of which he made himſelf Mae c. 
of Parma, Placentia, and Milan, which laſt he reſtored ) W- / 
Duke Francis Sferza. He raiſed to the Papacy Adrian IV, be 
who had been his Preceptor. The Conſtable of Bourbon quit. mn 
ting the Service of his natural Prince, and entering into his ha 
he made an Irruption into Provence, where he took de ed 
Cities of Aix and Toulon, but was obliged to raiſe the des: Pr 
of Marſeilles by the obſtinate Reſiſtance of the Inhabitants, MW - 
He afterwards repaſfed the Alps, which encouraged the Hag up 
King, Francis I. to enter the Milaneſe, and lay Siege to p. de. 
via, which by making an obſtinate Defence, gave the [ny e 
rialiſis Time to collect their Forces; and the King, againſt te tbe 
Sentiments of his principal Officers, having ventured to gin Us 
them Battle, not only loſt it, but with it his Liberty. 

This could not but give the Emperor much Catisfadto Feet 
tince King Francis had been Competitor with him for the Impe. PY* 
rial Dignity ; and perhaps it was in ſome Meaſure owing t = 
this, that he ſent him Priſoner into Spain, where he remain. 
ed under a hard Captivity for three Years, and even then pf. 
did not obtain his Liberty, but upon very ſevere Terms, 
for the Performance of which he gave his Children as Hs. 


es. 

* his Return into his Dominions however, he enter! 
into a League againſt the Emperor with the Pope and th 
Jenetians; which ſo provoked Charles, that he ordered his 
Forces under the Command of the Conſtable of Bourbon, to 
enter the Eccleſiaſtical Territories, where he ſoon carried i 
before him, took and ſacked the City of Rome, and behegr 
the Pope in the Caſtle of St. Angels, while by an unaccour- 
table Strain of Popiſh Bigotry and Hypocriſy, ox were 
making folemn Proceſſions in Spain for his happy Delive 
Tance. | 

The Doctrines of Luther prevailing in Germany, the En. 
peror, who at firſt did not give much Attention to them, a 
perhaps inclined in his — * to a Reformation, ſurmi 
ing afterwards, they might prove dangerous to his Authorty, 
reſolved to extinguiſh them; and for that Purpoſe aſſembi 
a Diet at Spire, and by a Decree dated the 13th of 0. 15% 
directed that the Lutherans ſhould be proceeded againſt ; up 
on which, ſeveral Princes who had embraced thoſe | wet. 
proteſted in favour of their Religon; and ſo they came 
be called Prete/tants, and the Dodrine of Luther was thenc 
forward ſtiled the Proteftant Faith, n 
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* The ſame Year the Emperor concluded a Peace with Frau- 
ME ; ds I. at Cambray, but it did not laſt long; for the Duke of 
* pu BY Milan having cauſed, as It was ſaid, a French Ambaſſador to 
be killed in his Dominions, King Francis raiſed a great Army 


N n order to revenge this Affront; but the Duke of Savoy 
wk having refuſed him a Paſſage through his Dominions, he turn- 
ok d ed his Arms againſt him, and took from him without any 
e den Pretence, but that of ſuperior Force, all his Countries. 

bit In the mean Time the Duke of Milan died without Iſſue, 
* upon which the Emperor took Poſſeſſion of that Country, as 


devolving to him in the Nature of a Fief; which kindled a 
new War in Itah, and in the Low Countries; however in 

the Year 1537, a Truce was concluded for ten Months at 
Tereuamme; which was prolonged ſoon after at Nice for ten 
Vears. It was in this Space, that upon a popular Inſur- 
geftion in the City of Ghent, the Emperor demanded, and 
vas permitted to paſs through France, where he received very 
2 Honours, and was treated with much Generoſity by 

rancis IJ. to whom it 1s ſaid he promiſed to reſtore the Dutchy 
Jof Milan; which however it is certain he neither did, nor 
Intended to do; which, with ſome other Grievances, engaged 
the French King to break the Truce, and enter into a War 
Pit the Emperor; who thereupon made a League with the 
King of England, whoſe Aſſiſtance at that Time was of great 
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and th onſequence to him. 

dered h Vet the Imperialifts being defeated near Carignan, and the 
,urbon, ts peror being afraid that the French would take Advantage 
-arried i the Religious Diſturbances in Germany, reſolved to conclude a 
1 beſeg ! ec in Time, which, tho' ſome Vears after, was accordingly done 
\naccour- . Ce There never lived a Prince who had a better Title 


o the high Characters of a great Captain and a conſummate 
ſateſman, than Charles V. He gained every Advantage by 
us Arms that it was poſſible to gain by them; and he very 


they were 


* elive- 


© the Fn on faw when theſe Advantages were no longer in his Power 
” them'# d then he had 1 Treaties, Sy which no Man 
on, ſurmil- better how to manage his Intcreſt than he did, or 
Authority {29 more in the Courſe of ſeveral thorny Negotiations. 
- aſſemble The Proteſtants were now become extreamly formidable 
Od. 154,088 Germany ; for upon publiſhing the Decree of the Dict of 
aint; wh" they formed, as it was very natural for them to do, a 
ntiment x e for their own Preſervation ; which, from the Place 
y came * it was concluded, had the Title of the League of Smal- 
as thenc and makes a great Figure in the German Hiſtory. The 


nperor going to Bologna to be crowned by the Pope, had 
er ſeriqus Conference with him upon this Subject in 
1 which 
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which he preſſed him to call while it was yet Time, a pep, 
ral Council for the Reformation of the Church, as the furt 
and moſt effectual Means for remedying theſe Diſorders , n 
Miſchiefs attending which he foreſaw, and repreſented in ty 
ſtrongeſt Colours. But his Holineſs was of a different (jj 
nion; he thought that this was being too complaiſant 9 
Hereticks; and therefore inſiſted that they ſhould be con. 
pelled to Obedience, in which the Emperor acquieſced, þy 
reſolved to do it in his own Method. | 

On his Return therefore to Germany, he ſummoned a Di 
to be held at Augſbourg on the eighth of April 1530; when 
the Proteſtants appeared, and preſented a Confeſſion of thei 
Faith, ſhewing plainly that ey adhered to the true Churg 
of Chriſt; and that they rejected only the Superſtitions of th 
Church of Rome, which were of late Date, and, ſo far fron 
being authoriſed by, that _ were incompatible with t 
Goſpel. This however was ſo far from having the defignt 
Effect of procuring Peace and due Liberty of Conſcience, th 
it brought about quite the contrary. 

In that Diet an Edict was framed for reſtoring all Thing 
to their former State, and for maintaining the Church, th: 
is, the Church of Rome, by the Secular Arm; fo that t 
Proteftants ſaw themſelves obliged either to part with the: 
Religion or to defend it, and they choſe the Jatter. Thi 
opened a long and bloody War in the Empire; in whid 
at firſt the Emperor was ſucceſsful ; for in the Battle d 


Mulberg he defeated the Confederate Army, and made datt 
famous Jahn Frederick Elector of Saxony, who was at thx] dr 
Head, Priſoner. him 

He foon after got into his Hands the Landgrave of HIM 
by an Artifice of the famous Cardinal Grenvelle, a great H com 
litician, but one of the wickedeſt Men of that Age; nan 
by changing a Letter in the ſafe Conduct given to that Prin: babi 
furniſhed the Emperor with a Pretence for — hin to d. 
which how much ſoever it might be for his Intereſt, »: Dut 
nevertheleſs detrimental to his Honour. He carried thoſe dene 
illuſtrious Princes about with him, and thereby fo teri here, 
the Proteſtants, that they began to fall off from their Leazu T 
and by drawing over Prince Maurice of Saxony to his Pn n. 
by the Hopes of granting him the Inveſtiture of his Cooke 
„Ae, under Pretence that his War againſt the Elect Powe 
of Saxony was founded on Motives of State, and not of vo 
ligion, he divided them till more; and by beſieging ſon Wndi: 
the Imperial Cities that had taken their Part, he trightcd they 


into ſuch Compoſitions, as coſt them much more Money t. 
we 
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I would have been neceſſary to have ſecured their Freedom, 


4 gene. 
ne — 1 by ſupporting the Confederacy into which they had entered 
ers ; the E for that Purpoſe. | 
d in te BE The City of Magdebourg alone remained firm to its En- 
ent On. WIE agements, its Inhabitants refolving to hazard their Lives and 
uſant h | rather than their Conſciences; and thoſe generous 
de con. centiments of theirs enabled them to make a long and vigo- 
(ced, bu rous Defence, which afforded the Proteſtants time to recover 
| their Spirits, and to c:-nfider of Ways and Means for reſtoring 
d a De their Affairs, and obtaining the free Exerciſe of their Religion. 
> 3 her This was the firſt great Crit of what was called the new, but 
of ther which in reality deſerved better to be tiled the old Religion; 
e Chua and if the Inhabitants of Magdebourg had been leſs zealous, 


ns of the 
far fron 
with th 
: Cefipnet 
Ince, du 


or to ſpeak plainly, if Providence had not enabled them to 
triumph by their Conſtancy over all the Fury, as well as over 
the ſuperior Forces of their Enemies, Papal Authority would 
have regained by the Sword all that it had loſt, in Conſequence 
of that general Reception the Arguments of Luther and his 
Followers had met with throughout all Germany. 
ll Thing From hence by the Way, the Reader may diſcern two 
irch, ca Points of very great Conſequence in Politicks, the fir/t is, that 
that be religious Principles are much more capable of ſuſtaining and 
with ther ſupporting a firm and determined Courage than either politi- 
ter, Ti Notions or Views of Intereſt ; which ſhould induce Stateſ- 
in wia men to be very cautious of running down Religion in general, 
Battle i which can never have any better Effect than corrupting and 
made tit daſtardizing ſuch as are deluded into theſe looſe Sentiments ; 
is at the or this is an infallible Maxim, that he who does not think 
himſelf accountable to God, will never do any thing worthy of 


e of 1. "WW: Man. The ſecond, that Firmneſs and Reſolution, with any 
great ir competent Degree of Strength, will, generally ſpeaking, com- 
Age; 9 mand Succeſs, and that fr uently beyond the Reach of Pro- 
hat Prince dability ; ſo that in a wood Cale Men ought ſeldom or never 
w hin WW to deſpair, but rather conſider how they may diſcharge their 
tereſt,. "lf Duty to God and their Country, and leave the Iſſue to Provi- 
| thoſe ty dence, by which they are to be protected here, or rewarded 
ſo tenmaßg hereafter. 

eir Lega The French King Henry II. ſaw the falſe Step he had taken 
: Ky 1 I not ſupporting the Proteſtants in time, and therefore re- 
1s Coun 


ſolved to repair his Error if it was poſſible, by ſending them 


the Elect powerful Succours, provided he was ſure they would not come 
not 0 late. He firſt enter'd into Intrigues with their Chiefs, and 
ng ſome Winding they were beginning to recover their Spirits, and that 
ightc0 they were yet able to raiſe great Numbers of Men, he ſent 


Money ts 


dem conſiderable Sums of Money ; and next attempted the 


Fidelity 


— 


5 „—)——ᷓ— 


at — — 4 — 


= h Z OT EIT” —— —— 


„ — tb. - AR ha a6, — — 


TOE POR — * 


ſeizing ſome Places that lay convenient for them in G 
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Fidelity of Maurice, to whom the Emperor had given 6, 
Inveſtiture of the Electorate of Saxony, and who then cop. 
manded his Army before the City of Magdebourg. Th, 
Prince was a great Politician, and = gray be Dangers u. 
which he might be expoſed, in caſe the Proteſtants wen 
eruſh'd, he reſolved to aſſiſt them; firſt, by protracting d 1 
Siege, and, when they had gather'd a Force ſufficient to fu. * 
port him, to declare openly in their Favour. wc 

He executed this Scheme with ſuch Dexterity and Sucees, 1 © 
that he conſtrain'd the Emperor to retire into Tyrol, and wx P 
very near ſeizing his Perſon at Inſpruct; from whence he yz 
obliged to make his Eſcape with the utmoſt Precipitation 9 
Villaco, in the Dominions of the State of Venice. The Fre, 
who aſſiſted the Proteſtants merely with a View to their om 
Intereſt, in hopes of recovering the Dutchy of Milan, an 


found themſelves deceived in their Expectations by the Wi. 
dom of the Emperor, and the publick Spirit of Maric d 
Saxony; for the former having given full Powers to Ferdinmi 
King of the Romans, to treat of Peace upon the belt Tem 
on which it could be had, it was very ſoon concluded, by: 
Treaty ſign'd on the 2d of Auguſt 1552, which, from th 
Place where it was negotiated, was call d the Pacification d 
Paſſau; and the French were intirely excluded, of which they 
complain'd highly, and charged Prince Maurice with th 
greateſt Perfidy. 

But the Truth of the Matter is, that when the Elector di- 
cover'd the real Deſigns of the French, and ſaw likewiſe hoy 
much they tended to the Ruin of Germany, he thought ch 
no Engagements could bind him to concur in Meaſures tend 
ing to the Deſtruction of his Country; in which he certain) 
acted like a good Patriot and a Man of Senſe, deceived the De. 
ceivers, put an End to the Troubles of the Empire, and f- 
cured to the Proteſtants what they fought for, the Freedom d 
their Conſciences, and the Liberty of exerciſing their Religion 

The Reſentment which the Emperor had of the Behaviour 
of France upon this Occaſion, ed him in a War wit 
that Crown ; and, which plainly Thew'd his great Capacity 
he brought over to his Service the greateſt Part of that ver 
Army, by which he had been driven into Tyrol; and havin 
done this, he march'd directly to recover Metz, which wi 
one of the Places the French had ſeiz'd, and into which ti 
Duke of Guiſe threw himſelf with an Army, rather than 
Garriſon; by which the Place was preſerved, and the En: 


peror forced to retreat; which put him in Mind o a Deſign * 
nad 


J [ 159 ] 
bad form'd when at Inſpruct, of quitting all his Dignities, 


ven te Bi and retiring for the Remainder of his Days to a private Life. 
n con. This, one would have thought, might have been eaſily exe- 
The WF cured; but the Emperor judged otherwiſe. 
"gens u He reſolved to ſhew himſelf in that, as well as in all other 
4 "x Things, a Hero and a Stateſman ; and therefore there were 
ung de many Points which he reſolved to fee ſettled before he abdi- 
to ty Wi — the Thrones of the Empire and of Spain. He was con- 
8 © triving in his own Mind, how to weaken the Force of the 
74 © Proteſtants ; but before he had fix d upon a Scheme, that vas 
— i ws likely to be attended with Succeſs, the Proteſtants did his 
rhe Work without his Interpoſition; for the Hatred between Mau- 


rice of Saxony and Albert of Brandenburgh roſe to ſuch a Height, 
that it came at laſt to a deciſive Battle, in which the Army of 


Ielr om che former got the Victory, tho' their Chief was kill'd; and 


fan, wi Alert, who was defeated, found no other way to preſerve him- 
be We ſelf but by Flight. His Brother Augu/tus, who ſucceeded 
I Maurice in the Electorate of Saxony, became ſo firmly attach'd 
ea to the Emperor, that he had no 4 er any Cauſe to be ap- 
Fer dinari 2 * P 


& Tem prehenſive of Dangers in Germany. f 
"= bv He then march'd into the Low Countries with a powerful 
g Amy to expel the French; and while he was carrying on the 
War there, he meditated and accompliſh'd another great De- 
| fign, which was the Marriage of his Son Philip with Mary 
een of England, and Daughter to Henry VIII. which took 
Effect in July 1554, and confirm'd the Emperor in the Re- 
ſolution he had taken to reſign his Dominions to his Son, in 
order to which he was willing to have concluded a Peace with 
France; but finding that after a long Negotiation impracti- 


from the 
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hich they 
with th 


ector df 
wiſe how 


_ 4 cable, he reſolved to proceed to what was intirely in his own 
ures tend. N. 

* It is neceſſary, for the Sake of Perſpicuity, to treat this 
: ö Affair of his Reſignations more at laßt, becauſe many Wri- 
e confound their Readers Notions about it, by repreſenting 
- Relicia il” * ſingle Act; whereas the Emperor made three diſtinct 
Behavion Reſignations, which deſerve to be conſider'd. In the firſt, 
War wit which was perform'd with great Solemnity at Bruſſels on the 
Capacitj, 3th of Oober 1555, he declard his Son Grand Maſter of 


the Order of the Golden Fleece, and Sovereign of the Seven- 
teen Provinces of the Leto Countries. In the ſecond, two 
Months after, he reſign'd to him all his Hereditary Domi- 
mons; but ſtill reſerved to himſelf the Empire, with a View 
0 have ſecured that likewiſe, if it had been practicable, for 
Ning Philip; and the Method by which he propoſed to 
ſucceed in his Deſign, was this: 


He 
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He labour'd to perſuade his Brother Ferdinand, King of th. 
Romans, to conſent that Philip ſhould be elected to that Dip. 
nity, in conſideration of his reſigning the Empire to Ferd. 
rand. But this Project, tho' managed with great Secrecy ary 
Addreſs, fail'd of Succeſs by the Aſſiduity of the Archduke 
Maximilian, Son to King Ferdinand, who traverſed all the 
Emperor's Endeavours for that Purpoſe, and ſecur'd the Sub- 
ceſſion to himſelf. A whole Year was ſpun out in this man. 
ner; and then the Emperor ſent William Prince of Oran, 
attended by the Vice-Chancellor of the Empire, and his ow 
Secretary, to carry his Reſignation to his Brother Ferdinant, 
which ſoon put an End to that Affair. Charles ſoon after. 
wards made a Voyage to Spain, where he reſolved to ſpend the 
Remainder of his Dave in a Monaſtery. 

At Valladolid he paſs'd a few Days in taking Leave of the 
Ladies, and ſome Perſons of Diſtinction, who came to pay 
their Reſpects to him. Amongſt the reſt came his Fool, cr 
Teſter, Pedro de San Erbas, who, upon ſeeing the Emperor 
make a low Bow, could not help ſaying, Sire, you are ten 
complaiſant to pull off your Hat to me; is it to ſhew that jou ar 
no longer Emperor No, Pedro, anſwer'd that Prince graveir, 
it is becauſe ] have now nothing in my Power to give yi, 


ſave this Mark of Civility, We may collect from this An. 


ſwer, that he began already to be chagrin'd on the Subject d 
his Abdication. He retired however, as he propoſed, to 1 
Convent of Hieronomites, where he died on the 21ſt of Sy- 
tember 1558, at the Cloſe of the ſecond Year after his Reliz- 
nation. By the Manner in which he parted with his Dom. 
nions, he created two different Branches of the Houſe d 
Auſtria, viz. the Spaniſh and the German. Of the former ue 
{hall ſpeak in its proper Place, at preſent it is our Buſineſs t 
purſue and finiſh the Hiſtory of the latter. 

Ferdinand I. the younger Brother of the Emperor Char! 
V. was born in the Year 1503, and was a Prince of a mill 
Diſpoſition, very learned himſelf, and a Lover of leamel 
Men. He married the Princeſs Ann, Daughter of Ulaciſau 
King of Hungary; and in her Right, on the Death of be 
Brother Lewis, who was killd in the Battle of Mobat, be 
claim'd that Crown, as well as Bohemia, in 1526, He ch. 
tain'd the Poſſeſſion of the latter immediately; but the Party 
which oppoſed him in the former call'd in the Turks, which 


gave Riſe to a long and bloody War. In 1531, his Broth 


Charles procured him the Title of King of the Romans, nd. 
withſtanding a vigorous Oppoſition made thereto by the Ele: 


tor of Saxony, The two Brothers, however, confers by 
ection 
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of the WE + jection in very different Lights. Charles intended that his 
t Diz. beocher ſhould hold it no longer than till his own Son 
Ferd. Wi; bilip was of Age; whercas Ferdinand look'd upon this Pro- 
y and action as the firſt Step to ſecuring the Imperial Dignity for 
chduke his own Family. | 

all the WE He was in this Reſpect a very wiſe and cautious Prince, an! 
e ou erer neglected any Opportunity of enlarging his Dominions. 
man. In Conjunction with the other Princes of the Empire, he had 
Dran, N welbd Ulric Duke of I/irtemberg from his Nominions ; but in 
is on Wi: c24, by the Aſſiſtance of the Landgrave of Heſſe, he recover'd 
dinant, I te Poſleſſion of them; and the fame Year Ferdinand came to 
1 after- n Agreement with this Prince, that in caſe his Family in the 
end the Nlale Line ſhould fail, his Dutchy (one of the moſt conſiderable 


En the Empire) ſhould fall to the Houfe of Auſtria. 
| When John-Prederick Duke of Saxony was depriv'd of his 


to pay WW lectorate, and put under the Ban of the Empire, the Em- 
'ool, o! eeror at the ſame Time keeping him cfoſe Priſoner, Ferdinand 
Lmperor emed Pretenſions upon ſeveral Cities in his Dominions 
are tn Which he pretended belong'd of Right to his Kingdom of Bo- 
you a: na; and tho' he did not prevail fo far as to keep thoſe 
gravel, ies, yet Maurice Elector of Saxony found it requiſite to 
*. * Nied the Dutchy of Sagan in Silefia, by way of Equiva- 
NIS An Went, 

abject of WF In 1550, the Emperor Charles V. preſſed him very hard to 
d, to 2 en the Title of King of the Romans to his Son Philip, and 
of Sp. al held a Diet for that Purpoſe. But Ferdinand had ac- 
is Reliz- red fo great an Intereſt amongſt the Princes of the Empire, 


s Domi- 
Jouſe dd 
rmer we 
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hat his Brother could not have carried his Point, even if h 
d forced him to reſign. In the Year 1555, he ſettled t 
deligious Diſputes in the Empire, at a Dict held for that Pu- 
ſe at Augſbourg. The Year following he ſucceeded, by his 
frother's Reſignation, to the Imperial Dignity ; which was 
narm'd by a kind of ſecond Election at Franckfert in the 
lonth of March 1558. 

Paul the IVth, who was then Pope, took this very ill, 


ir Char!n 
of a mill 
f learned 


Uladiſia d abſoluted refuſed to acknowlege him for Emperor, which 
th of ba erer had not the Effect that he expectcd ; for Ferdinand 
fohatz, fe Hing inform'd that he had denied Audience to his Ambaſla- 

He cb rs, he ſent them Inſtructions to leave Rome in three Days, 
the Part] cle the Pope continued in that Diſpoſition, which they 
bs, which cordingly did. But his Succeſſor Pius IV. as ſoon as he af- 
is Bro BiWrdcd the Pontifical Throne, own'd the Emperor, and fo put 
mans, n End to that Diſpute z which however gave ſuch a Wound 
the Ele. the Papal Authority as hath never bcen cured, all ſubſe- 
ider'd tent Emy.rors having treated the Recognition of the Pope 


Elec M 2 
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1 43 a ching of little or no Conſequence, and by its having bee 
conſtantly granted fince, is now in reality become fo. 
| He govern'd the Empire with great Wiſdom and Mild 
11 till the Year 1564, in which he died, in the 61ſt Year of h 
| Age, and the ninth Year of his Reign. 
He had three Sons, Maximilian, Ferdinand, and Cha. 
The firſt had the Kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemia, at 
the Dutchy of Auſtria; the ſecond, Tyrol and the Ext 
| Auſtria ; the third, Stiria, Carinthia, and Carniola. Perding, 
married a Lady much beneath him in Birth, by whom he he 
two Sons, Charles and Andrew, who for that Reaſon we 
excluded the Succeſſion 3 only Charles had the Marquiſate « 
Burgaw ; and Andrew becoming an Eccleſiaſtic, obtain'd t: 
Biſhoprick of Confance, and afterwards a Red Hat, with th 
[ 1 Title of Cardinal of Au/tria. Maximilian and Charles divide 
4 the German Line of Auſtria into two Branches, viz. that d 
i Bohemia, and that of Strr:a. 
0 Alaximilian II. was a Prince of Spirit and Vigour. f 
'F governed Spain in Quality of Viceroy, when he heard th 
| | News of his Uncle's endeavouring to procure his Son Phi 
. to be elected King of the Romans ; upon which he hate! 
into Germany, together with the Infanta Maria, whom he hi 
efpoulcd, and was very inſtrumental in defeating of that D. 
lian. In 1562, he brought his own Election to bear in tt. 
| Diet of Franckfort ; and the ſame Year was crown'd Kin 
| of the Remans, of Bohemia, and Hungary. He ſucceeded hi 
[ Father two Years after, and govern'd the Empire with gr 
| Wiſdom and Equity. His War with the Prince of Tran. 
it 241ia brought on another with the Turks, in which he ws 
Io not very ſucceſsful z which inclin'd him to admit of a Truc 
|| or Cellation of Arms, with their Emperor Sohman, which k 
'' auhiſully adher'd to; and could not be brought, either by f 
* Pope or the Venctians, to break it. | 
| He was naturally inclin'd to a peaceable Life, and was ver 
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{ir from deſiring to oppreſs any of the Princes or States of f 


"wards became a kind of Soldier of Fortune; and either fe 
Motives of Intereſt or Ambition, was guilty of a very ba 
Action, diz. the aſlaſlinating - Melchior de Zoclel, Bilnoy 
HFirtzbourg. 


[1 | | Empire, which he thought unworthy of his Dignity. ! Rr 
11 lie was forced into a War with Fohn- Frederick Duke of Sax N 
IT C-otha, on a very ſingular Occaſion. There was one Mill ha 
1 de Grombach, a Man of a noble Family in Franconia, . 7 
| | 1 had ſerved in the Troops of Albert of Brandenburgh, and att C 
1 j 
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tis Goods were feiz'd, and his Eftate confiſcated on this 
Account, and he obliged to conceal himſelt, ſometimes in 
ne Part of Germany, and ſometimes in another, to avoid 
ther Puniſhment. At laſt, growing weary of this Vagabond 
Life, he aſſembled a _— of Men, ſurpriz'd the City of 
Vurtalourg, diſarm'd the Inhabitants, pillag'd the Churches, 
&-1i(h'd the Nuns ; and, after all theſe Acts of Violence, forced 
he Gentry and Clergy to aſſemble, and declare him innocent 
pf the Biſhop's Murder, and to reftore him to his Eſtate both 
rſonal and real; as alſo to take an Oath to defend him 
ginſt all who ſhould attempt any thing to his Prejudice, 


ving det 
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ear of hy 
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9 ven if it were the Emperor himſelf. 

. 1 8 | Maximilian look'd upon this as an Indignity done to the 
with 6 MF "Pires and therefore procur'd a Reſolution in the Diet of 

p 


ug/bourg, that all who had any Concern in ſurprizing J/urtz- 
ug, ſhould be deliver'd up to juſt Puniſhment ; for this 
tion was done in the Time of his Father Ferdinand, and 
e had put Grombach under the Ban of the Empire, who there- 


les divide 
12. that d 


N : pon retired to the Duke of Saxe-Gotha, who, not contented 
Son Pn the giving Lim Protection, declar'd him his Privy-Coun- 
he h fer lor; upon which the Emperor put the Duke likewiſe un- 


r the Ban of the Empire, and committed the Execution of 
e Sentence to Auguſtus Elector of Saxony; who, after trying 
ir Means to no Purpoſe, at length beſieg'd Gotha, and took 
The Duke being ſent Priſoner to the Emperor, was de- 
i'd of his Dominions, and confin'd for Life; a Judgment 


om he hi 
of that D. 
bear in tt 
wn'd Kin 


_— ere in itſelf, but ſo juſt, that it drew no Imputation upon 
of Tim lerinilian. p 8 

ich be He was far from being a Bigot in Religion, as appears from 
of a Tru iP Zonting the free Exerciſe of their Religion to his Proteſtant 
„ which K bects in Auſtria, and by his publickly blaming the Pariſian 


lllacre, tho committed by the Authority of his Son-in- 
aw Charles IX. of France. His Juſtice and other Royal 
ues induced many of the Poliſh Nobility to elect him for 


ther by ü 


—_ ar King; but Stephen Batori Prince of Tranſilvania, having 
1 tronger Party, ſupplanted him, and held that Kingdom, 
br of n ithitanding all the Endeavours of the Emperor to recover 


Nights. He died in the Year 1576, at Aug/bourg, where 


Millu 
one 11 tad aſſembled a Diet, of a violent alpitation at the Heart; 


mconia, W 


n ich it is ſuſpected, was occaſioned by a Doſe of Poiſon 
eicher len him by the Cardinal de Granvelle, whom we have men- 
A very bh nd beſore, as a Man very capable of ſuch an Action. 


This Monarch, by the Infanta Maria, Daughter to Charles 
had a numerous Poſterity : viz. Nodolph, who ſucceeded 
u, Erneſt, Governor of the Low Countries, born in 15535 
M 2 and 
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and who died in 1595; Matthias, who ſucceeded his Brot. 
Rodolph in the Empire; Maximilian, Great Maſter of t, 
Teutmick Order, afterwards elected King of Poland, wha di 
in 1618; Albert, born in 1597, who was firſt an Eccleſiaftic, 
and obtain'd a Cardinal's Hat, which afterwards he reſign, 
and marrying the Infanta Clara Iſabella Eugenia, Daughter | 
Philip II. King of Spain, was made Governor of the [y 
Countries, and died in 1621, without Iſſue; Ann, borq i; 
1549, and married in 1570 to Philip II. King of Ha, 
Elizabeth, born in 1554, and married in 1570 to Char- [\ 
King of France; and Margaret, born in 1567, who liv; 
Nun, and died in 1633. 

Radolph II. was a Prince of an excellent Diſpoſition, vr 
learned himſelf, and a great Encourager of Learning, t; 
Degree, in the Opinion of many, prejudicial to his Affan, 
becauſe it led him to ſpend more of his Lime among{ hi 
Books, and with his learned Friends, than the Affairs of G4 
vernment would permit; but in other Reſpects he ws; 
very wiſe and worthy Prince, one deſirous of living que 
himſelf, and of maintaining the Peace of the Empire, wit 
out attempting upon the Rights of others. He was King a 
the Romans at the Time of his Father's Deceaſe, and ſo {i 
ceeded of courſe, without any new Election; and had ben 
crown'd King of Hungary in 1572, and of Bohemia in 15; 
ſo that his Power was great, and his Dominions very « 
tenſive. 

He came to the Empire in a very difficult Juncture, beta 
of the Differences about Religion. He forced Gerhard Trijis 
Archbiſhop of Cologne, who turn'd Proteſtant, and mam 
Agnes Counteſs of Mansfield, to quit his Dominions. By 
1ruce of fifteen Years he prevented the Conſequences of tt 
Quarrel betwixt the Cardinal of Lorrain and obn-Gary 
Marquis of Brandenburgh, who were both choſen Biſhops « 
Straſbourg ; the former by the Popiſn Canons, and the [att 
by the Proteſtants. After the Death of Count Fohn Maw 
ſcheid, to prevent the War that might have been occatur 
by the Succeſſion of the Juliers, he would have ſequeſte! 
that Dutchy ; but the Pretenders to that Succeſſion oppole « 
The Proteſtants concluded an Aſſociation, which they © 
THE UNION, in 1609, of whick Frederick V. Elector Pt 
tine, was Chief. The Papiſts made a Confederacy for i 
Years among themſelves at Vurtzbourg, which they © 
THE LEAGUE, 

The Imperialiſts were engaged in a War with the 7" 


from 1549 to 1606, when they took ſeveral Towns, and © 
Nil 


1651 


S Broths | 

r of ed great Ravages. Rodolph demanded Aſſiſtance of the 
who d Princes, and made a League with the Prince of Tranſilvania, 
lefiaſtic, nich had very untoward Conſequences. His Army however 
relign'4, N aabt the Turks, who had taken Agria, and defeated them 
ughter u but being too intent upon the Plunder, the Turks rallied, and 
the Ln iWectroyed many of them. During this War, Philip- Emanuel 
born ©} { Lirrain, Duke of Mercæur, General of the Imperial Army, 
of Spain; made the famous Retreat of Caniſa. He granted the free 
Harl IX, WF xerciſe of their Religion to the Proteſtants of Bohemia, at 


10 lived | he Requeſt of the Elector of Saxony; but he took away the 
ame Privilege from his Subjects in Arftria, which, as we 


tion, ver Ware obſerved, was granted them by his Father; but it was 


ing, to :M-licved this proceeded from Political rather than Religious 
is Affan, WW fotives. 

nongſt hi He would have taken Advantage of the Diſputes about the 
rs of (-MWucceffion to the Dutchy of Cleves, in order to have ſecured 
he ws ht to his own Family; and with that View ſent his Couſin, 
ving que e Archduke Leopold, to take Poſſeſſion of it; but the Princes 
dire, with f Germany, and the neighbouring Powers, concurr'd to de- 
s King oat this — ſo that the Succeſſion was preſerved to the 
nd ſo f milies of Brandenburgh and Newburgh, tho' the Emperor 


1 had ben 
a in 157% 
s Very e. 


ade a Decree in Favour of the Houſe of Saxony. But what 
hiefly diſturb'd the Emperor's Repoſe, was the Party form'd 
rainft him by his Brother the Archduke Matthias; who per- 
uaded himſelf that the Emperor intended to defeat him of his 


Ire, becaeWWucceſſion, in Favour of his Couſins the Archdukes Ferdinand 
rd Truſted Leopold. 

nd man: Being full of this Jealouſy, he form'd ſuch a Faction againſt 
ons. h, that in 1608 he found himſelf obliged to yield up Hun- 
nces of y and Auſtria to the Arch-Duke ; which was ſo far from 
Fobr- bm ocuring that Quiet which he deſired, that on the contrary 
Biſhops made the Archduke more uneaſy and importunate ; ſo that 
d the [att 1611, he forced from him the Kingdom of Bohemia ; and 
bn Mann forming a Party, in order to his being elected King of 


1 occaln We Romans, this had ſuch an Effect upon the Emperor, that 


> ſequelt e died in January 1612, of a broken Heart. He was never 
| oppoſed | arried 5 but had ſeveral Natural Children. His Inclination 
they cb Books, and great Application to Chymiſtry, tho' they diſ- 
lector Fed his Affairs, were far enough from exhauſting his Coffers, 
acy for t which he left a larger Treaſure than any of his Predeceſſors 

they r polleſs'd, or any of his Succeffors have been fince able to 


lect, amounting in ready Money and Jewels to ſeventeen 
lions of Florins. | 

Matthias King of Hungary and Bohemia, ſucceeded his 
other, notwithſtanding a ſtrong Party was formed againſt 
M 3 him. 
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him. His Reign was a continual Scene of Troubles an 


Uneaſineſs, occaſioned chiefly by Religious Diſputes ; 4, | 


there were now three powerful Factions in the Empire,: 
covering their private and ambitious Views with the plauſit} 
Pretence of Religion. The Papiſis formed what they calls 
a Catholick League, at the Head of which was the Elector « 
Bavaria. The Proteſtants of the Aug/bourg Profeſſion, 
Lutherans, had for their Head the Elector of Saxony; a; 
the Calviniſis, or as they ſtiled themſelves the Reformed, fins 
ing there was no Security to be had but by ſome ſuch Leagy 
framed a Confederacy likewiſe, to which they gave the Tit 
of the Evangelick Union; at the Head of which were th 
Elector Palatine and the Landgrave of Heſſe. 

The Emperor now fully experienced all thoſe Difficultiz 
which he had taken Pains to excite in the Days of his Brother 
and found it a very unpleaſant Taſk for himſelf to go throug), 
as being able to ſhew no Countenance or Favour to one Par 
without inflaming and exaſperating the reſt ; neither was! 
long before theſe Religious Differences, which diſturbed art 
diſtracted the Empire, began to ſpread themſelves into hi 
Hereditary Dominions ; to which the Haughtineſs of his ow: 
Spirit, and the Errors of his Government, gave but too much 
Encouragement, and afforded Malecontents too many Ground 
for Complaint. Inſtead of being more vigilant and a&tiy: 
upon theſe Accounts, Matthias grew more averſe to Bufinek, 
and left it in the Hands of Cardinal Xleſar, who was hi 
Chief Miniſter and Favourite. 

He diſputed the Right of naming the Prince of Tranſiluaric 
with the Turkiſh Emperor Amurath; but at laſt made a twenty 
Year's Peace with him. He preferred the Archduke Ferd. 
rand his Couſin, to Philip III. of Spain his Nephew, to be hi: 
Heir, out of his natural Averſion to the Spaniards, a Point 
which deſerves great Notice. He regulated the Succeſſion :! 
Prague in 1617, by the Advice of Archduke Maximilian hi 
Brother; and at the ſame Time a ſecret Treaty was made 
betwixt Philip III. of Spain and the Archduke Ferdinand; 
by which 12 4 quitted to Ferdinand and his Heirs Male 
the Hereditary Countries that ſhould fall to him by the Em. 
peror's Death, on Condition that the Daughters of the Branch 
of Spain ſhould be preferred to thoſe of the Houſe of G. 
many. At this Time happened the Revolt of Bohemia, because 
the Emperor's Miniſters invaded the Laws and Privilege 
granted them by Radolphus the Second, for their Religion 
and Liberty. 1 
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| The Emperor aſſembled the States at Prague, where his 
E \linifters ſo provoked the People, that they threw them 
out of the Windovs of the Caſtle ; by which however they 
@ ceived no Hurt. Aſter that they choſe new Wagiſtratcs, 
wok up Arms, and publithed a Manifeſto to juſtify their 
proceedings. The Emperor publiſhed another, and his Coun- 
al, in order to accommodate Matters, were for turning out his 
Favourite Kleſar, whe was hated by the Bohemians. But the 
Emperor being againſt it, the Archdukes Maximilian and 
E Firdinand ſent him Priſoner to Tirol by their own Autho- 
ny. The Emperor however went on with the War, but 
the Bohemians being much more diligent, raiſed thirty thou- 
and Men under Count Mansfield, and took ſeveral Towns ; 
upon which the Emperor's Troops entered the Country, and 
committed ſuch Cruclties as moved ſeveral neighbouring 
E Princes and States to pity the Bohemians, and intercede 
for them in the Name of all the Prote/lants of the Empire; 
bo alſo laid their Grievances before him, and complained 
that he gave the Command of his Army to Strangers, ſworn 
Enemies to their Religion, which ſhewed there was a Deſign 
rather to deſtroy them than to redreſs their Complaints. 
| They made Application to ſeveral of the Electors to en- 
| deavour to procure an Accommodation. But the Duke of 
| Bavaria, who loved to fiſh in troubled Waters, prevented it. 
| The Emperor at laſt began to grow weary of the War and 
| Fatigue, and reſigned the Kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemia 
| to his Brother Ferdinand. Soon after by his Grief for tic Loss 
| of the Archduke Maximilian and the Empreſs, he fell into 
a Diſtemper, and died the twentieth of March 1619; leav- 
ing his Succeſſor embroiled in a War of thirty Years Con- 
tinuance. 
He eſpouſed Ann of Auſtria, Daughter to the Archduke 
Ferdinand, by whom he had no Iſſue; ſo that all the Labour 
and Pains he had beſtowed in endeavouring to ſecure the 
Empire to his Poſterity, were vain and to no Purpoſe. But 
he was more ſucceſsful in his Endeavours on the Behalf of 
the Archduke Ferdinand, whom he procured to be clected 
King of Bohemia, and afterwards of Hungary, and thereby 
made Way for his ſucceeding him in the Empire, tho' he 
was not a little jealous of his Power; and therefore ſtipulated 
that he ſhould not meddle with the Affairs of the Empire 
during his Life; whence it may be juſtly affirmed, as he 
made it his Buſineſs to trouble his Brother's Reign on the 
Kore of his own Pretenſions, ſo he enjoyed as little Peace 
nile he held the Imperial Dignity, the Power of which 
M 4 he 
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he laboured greatly to extend, and thereby increaſed th. 
Troubles with which Germany was vex'd in his Time, 4 
which roſe {till higher after his Deccaſe, as the Reader yi! 
ſce in the Account of the next Reign. 

Ferdinand III. mounted the Throne at a very critical Con. 
juncture, and became Emperor of Germany at the very lh. 
ſtant almoſt, that the Bohemians determined that he {hoy 
no longer be their King. They charged him with the m6 
flagrant Breaches of the Laws, with violating the Privileg 
of his Subjects, and thereby loſing all Title to rule ow 
them; for which Reaſon they ſolemnly depoſed him, a0 
offered their Crown to the King of Denmark, the Duke «j 
Savey, and the Elector of Saxony, who all very wiſely refuſe 
it; but Frederick V. Elector Palatine, being prefled thercio 
ty his Wife, the Daughter of our King James, accepted jt, 
in hopes of being aſſiſted by feveral great Princes. 

But engaging unluckily in a Battle with all his Forces, he 
was totally defeated at Meiſenberg near Pragae, on the 190 
of November 1620. This Defeat not only coſt him his ney 
Kingdom, bat his Hereditary Dominions, which were giten 
by the Emperor to Maximilian Duke of Bavaria in 1621, 
The Proteſtants, aſtoniſhed at this Blow, began to form 
Confederacy for their own Security; the Princes of the lowe: 
Saxony allo joining themſelves to the King of Denmark, ven- 
tured to act openly againſt him; upon which the Emperor; 
General Count T:i/t attacked that Prince, and routed hi; 
Forces, proſecuting this Victory with ſuch Effect, that th: 
King of Denmart was glad to make his Peace upon th: 
beſt Terms he could obtain in 1629, which were indeed 
very indifferent. | 

The Emperor's good Fortune had an Effect but too com- 
mon amongſt Princes, it induced him to flatter himſelf with 
the Hopes of erccting an abſolute and ſovereign Power in 
Germany; and therefore the very fame Year, he publiſhed a 
Edict, that the Proteſtants ſhould reſtore all the Eccleſiaſtica 
Livings they had ſcized ſince the Pacification of Paſſaw. Ibe 
Hiſtory of thiſe Troubles, and of this War, is a Point d 
the greatelt Importance towards the thorough Underſtanding 
of the Hiſtory of Eurepe even at this Day; for it chang 
the whole Face of Affairs, and produced a new] Syſtem, 
which it is abſolutely requiſite the Reader ſhould comprehend, 
in order to his becoming Maſter of thoſe Diſputes in the En. 


pire, which then engaged the Attention of all Europe, and hat 


never failed to engage them as often as they have been i 
newed from that Time to this. 
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The Emperor, who as we before obſerved, had given the 
Palatinate to the Duke of Bavaria, ſuppoſed that he had 
thereby ſecured him and all the Papiſts firmly to his In- 
| tereſts; and he alſo thought, that by giving the Marquiſate 
of Luſatia to the Elector of Saxony, he had ſecured him like- 
wiſe, and ſo had the reſt of the Proteſtants at his Mercy, 
In all Probability he would ſcarce have been deceived in his 
Expectations, if the latter had not called to their Aſſiſtance a 
Prince of whom he lad then but little Jealouſy or Fear. 
They held for this Purpoſe a general Aſſembly at Leipſict, 
wherein after mature Deliberation on the diſtreſſed State of 
their Affairs, they came at laſt to a Reſolution of applying 
themſelves to the King of Sweden, at that Time the brave 
| Guſtavus Adolphus, who had various Reaſons to liſten to their 
Propoſals : For in the firſt Place, the Imperialiſts had already 
carried their Arms as far as the Baltich, ſo that they were 
become formidable to him as Neighbours; next, they kad 
| affifted the Poles during the Time in which he was engaged 
in 2 War againſt them, and ſo were his Enemies; and beſides 
theſe and ſome other inferior Motives, as a zealous Proteſtant 
| he could not be a calm Spectator of the Ruin of that In- 
| tereſt in the Empire. Upon theſe Motives therefore, and 
the Aſſurances he had received of Aſſiſtance both from the 
| French and Dutch, who with great Reaſon were become very 
jealous of the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, he determined 
to enter Germany with an Army, which accordingly he did in 
1630, tho* that Army was very ſmall. 
The Elector of Saxony ſceing plainly, that his Ruin muſt 
be included in that of the Proteſtants, fell off from the 
| Emperor, and his Forces having joined the Swedes, in Con- 
junction with them attacked and dcfeated the Imperial Ge- 
neral T:ll;, in the firſt Battle of Leipſict, by the Loſs of which 
the Emperor was at once deprived of the Fruits of all thoſe 
Victories which he had obtained in the Space of ten Var“. 
After this, the Swedes marched towards the Rhine, and, a5 
we have ſhewed in a former Article, had all the Succeſs that 
could be expected; but the Elector of Sarony did not pro- 
ſecute the War with that Vigour which he ought to have 
done, and this gave the Imperialiſts Time to recover them - 
ſelves, and to gain ſome Advantages in their Turn. Gugavys 
however, leaving all Things ſafe behind him, marched di- 
| rectly into Bavaria, where he attacked Count Till at the 
| Head of his numerous Army, and after an obſtinate Engage. 
ment defeated it, chiefly by his own wiſe Conduct, and the 
p< Intrepidity of the Sed Troops, both Horſe and Foot. 
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In this Battle Count Tilk was dangerouly wounded, 294 
being carried to Ingolſtadt, died there four Days afterwarg. 
The Emperor, whoſe Affairs were now in a very danperny; 
Condition, gave the Command of his Armies to Count / 
Ieſtein, the ableſt General in his Service, who marched wit, 
a new Army into Bavaria, in hopes of ſurpriſing the Swe; 
and their Allies; but Gyfavus wiſely entrenched himſelf in; 
ſtrong Camp, within a League of Nuremberg, where |}; 
amuſed the Imperialiſts till he was joined by the Duke of Here. 
Weimar, and General Banier, and then divided his Army 
into three Corps, marching himſelf towards / Inſten. 
Mallgſtein thereupon pretended to move towards Banter, 
but turned ſhort of a ſudden, and marched back into Saxm, 
Guftavns foreſaw this, and by very haſty Marches came 1y 
with them at Lutzen, a ſmall. Place in Saxony between Leit. 
fick and Weiſenfel. He would not fight that Day, that hi; 
Army might have Time to recover their Fatigue : but the 
next, which was the fixteenth of November 1632, he gave 
them Battle, and though in the Beginning of the Action he 
loſt his Life, yet his Troops obtained a ſignal and complete 
Victory. 

The Proteſtants were ſo much dejected by the Loſs of thi; 
Conqueror, that they began to act with leſs Vigour ; but the 
Swed:ſh Generals Horn and Banien continued to behave with 
great Spirit and Reſolution, which contributed to reſtore the 
Affairs of their Party, as well as an Accident that could ſcarce 
be foreſeen, which was the: Neceſſity the Emperor found him- 
ſelf under of cauſing Walliſtein, whom he had made Duke 
of Fridland, to be aſſaſſinated, on Account of his having 
form'd a Deſign to make himſelf Maſter of the Kingdom of 
Bohemia ; and as he was an Officer of the greateſt Reputation 
in his Service, this could not but have a very bad Effect upon 
his Affairs, eſpecially at ſo critical a Seaſon. 

The Emperor had declared his eldeſt Son Ferdinand King df 
Hungary in 1625, two Years after he was crowned King of 
Bohemia ; and being a young Prince of great Parts and Expec- 
tation, his Father put him at the Head of his Armies, after 
Mallgſtein had been taken off in the Manner before men- 
tion'd, He recover'd the Towns of Ratiſbon and Donawrrt, 
and afterwards beſieged Nordlingen ; to the Relief of which 
the Proteſtant Princes, having join'd their Forces to the Ste, 
march'd with all the Diligence pottible, in hopes of reſtoring 
their Affairs by defeating that young Monarch. Upon their 
Approach he intrench'd his Army, raiſed ſcveral ee of 
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Cannon, and made the beſt Diſpoſitions poſſible for giving 
them a vigorous Reception. 

The Confederates however attack'd him; but, after a long 
and obſtinate Engagement, they were totally defeated ; the 
Imperialiſts quitting their Lines as ſoon as the Enemy began 
to break, and improving their Advantage to the utn:oft, cut 
off the greateſt Part of the Confederate Army, and too Mar- 
hal Horn Priſoner. This deciſive and important Action 
happen'd November 16 1634, and was the preateſt Defeat 
the Swedes had received from the Time of their entering 
Germany. The Effects of it were ſuch as might well have 
been expected; for ſeveral of the Proteſtant Princes fell off 
from the League, particularly the Elector of Saxony, and con- 
E cluded a ſeparate Peace with the Emperor at Prague in the 
© Year 1635; the principal Articles of which were, That the 
| Reſtitution of the Eſtates of Eccleſiaſticks ſhould be ſuſpend- 
eld for forty Years; That Jſzgaebourg ſhould be reſtored to 
Duke Augu/tus of Saxony, and Halber/tad to the Archduke 
E Lepcld; fo that now the Emperor thought he had the Pro- 
| teftants once more at his Mercy. 
| The greateſt Princes and the ableſt Politicians are ſome- 
times miſtaken in their Views, which was the Caſe of the 
Emperor Ferdinand III. in relation to the great Victory gain'd 
by his Son at Nordlingen. He treated the Swedes, and thoſe 
that ſtill remain'd firm to their Alliance, as Perſons abſolutely 
within his Power, and to whom he might preſcribe what 
| Terms he pleaſed 3 whereas, if upon Terms they would gladly 
have accepted he had made Peace at that Time, he might 
certainly have kept the Conditions of it only as far as he pleaſed. 
War is a hazardous and dangerous Thing, and, till it is 
abſolutely over, there is no knowing who has the better. 
The Swedes had at that Time a Stateſman, whoſe Abilities 
hvcd them and their German Confederates : This was Count 
Oxenſteirn, who undertook to draw the French into the War, 
and, which was more extraordinary, render them firm and 
faithful in the Proſecution of it; in which he ſucceeded fo 
well, that the Emperor finding himſelf at laſt quite tired 
out, and his Subjects in a manner abſolutcly exhauſted, re- 
ſolved to conſent to a Peace upon the beſt Conditions that 
the Circumſtances of the Times would allow, 

The Swedes, on the other hand, were alſo much diſpoſed 
to a Negotiation, becauſe their own Armies being entirely 
worn out, they had now only German Troops under Steediſh 
Officers to fight their Battles, and they knew not how ſoon 
deſe People might grow weary of ruining their native Coun- 
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try, and fighting for them againſt their Countrymen, Ty, 
Troubles that about this Time broke out in France, mp. 
that Crown likewiſe very inclinable to Peace; which bein 
the ſole End and Aim, from the Beginning of the War, 9 
the Proteſtant Princes in Germany propoſed to themſelves, the; 
omitted nothing on their Sides that was neteſſary to brig. 
it to a fpeedy Concluſion. It was this Diſpoſition in | 
the Parties that brought about, in 1648, the famous Trex; 
of Meſiphalia; by which a reaſonable Satisfaction was givcy 
to all that had been concern'd in the War, and conſequently 
a Foundation was thereby laid for a ſolid, laſting, and honour. 
able Peace, 

3 the Intention of this hiſtorical Deduction is to jv? 
the Reader, from the Conſideration of paſt Events, a pertect 
Inſight into the preſent State of Things, it is abſolutely ne. 
ceſſary that we ſhould infift more particularly upon this Treat, 
than upon any thing, of the ſame Nature that has gone before; 
becauſc it entirely changed the Face of Affairs not only in Ge 
many, but through all Europe, When we ſpeak of it gene- 
rally, and in its full Extent, it is called the Peace of JI}. 
phalia, tho' ſtrictly ſpeaking, there be really no ſuch Tre; 
exiſting ; and therefore, to underſtand this perfectly, the Reade; 
is to obſerve, that the Diſputes with Sweden were firſt regu- 
lated by a Treaty concluded at Oſnabrug the 16th of Aug, 
1648, by which that Crown acquired certain Provinces in 
the Empire, a Seat in the Imperial Diet, and a confiderable 
Sum in ready Money: Satisfaction being likewiſe given to the 
Eletor of Brandenhurh for his Pretenſions, as has — already 
ſhewn in the Articles of Sived-n and Pruſſia; And at the 
Time this Treaty was concluded, there was a Proviſo inſerted, 
That it ſhould be of no Force till another Treaty, then nc- 
gotiating, was likewiſe ſign'd and concluded. 

This other Treaty was carried on at Munſter between the 
Fmpire and France; which was alſo brought to Perfection, 
and fign'd the 25th of Ofober the fame Year. By this hat 
Treaty a great Variety of Intereſts were ſettled. The Em- 
peror reſtored to the Elector of Treves all that had been 
taken from him. The Electoral Dignity was confirm'd t 
the Duke of Bavaria, and he had alſo the Upper Palatinct: 
given him; but the Lower Palatinate was reſtored to tic 
Eletor Palatine ; who, as we have before ſhewn, had been 


deprived by the Emperor, and a new Electorate was crcated 


in his Favour. The three Biſhopricks, and beſt Part of Ala, 
were yeilded to France; and, on the other hand, that Cron 
reſtored a great Part of her Conqueſts. Tp 
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But the moſt material Points, of all that were regulated by 
© ele two Treaties, were the Civil and Religious Rights of the 
E Empire. The latter we ſhall have Occaſion to mention more 
tt large hereafter 3 but with reſpect to the former, the ſhorteſt 
EF \cthod that can be taken is to tranſcribe the eighth Article of 
E the Treaty of Oſnabrug, which runs thus. 
« For preventing any Diſputes that may ariſe for the future 
in the Political State, all and every of the Electors, Princes, 
and States of the Raman Empire, ought to be fo confirm'd 
by Virtue of this Treaty, in their ancient Rights, Prero- 
gatives, Freedom, and Privileges, in the free Exerciſe of 
their Territorial Rights, in Matters Eccleſiaſtical and Politi- 
cal in their Domintons, in their Rights of Regale, and in 
the Poſſeſſion of all theſe Things together, that no Perſon 
may have it in his Power or Choice to give them actual 
Moleſtation, on any Pretence whatſoever. They ſhall, 
without any Contradiction, 2 the Right of Suffrage in 
all Deliberations concerning the Right of the Empire, par- 
ticularly when Laws are to be made or interpreted, War 
to be declared, Contributions to be impoſed, Levies of 
Troops to be made, and their Quarters regulated ; new For- 
trelles to be erected in the Name of the Publick in the 
Territories of the States, or Garriſons to be placed in the 
old ones; as alſo, when any "Treaties of Peace or Alliances 
are to be concluded, or any other Affairs of this Nature to 
be treated ; none of theſe, or others of the like Kind, 
ſhall be undertaken or permitted without the Suffrage and 
free Conſent of all the States of the Empire aſſembled in 
the Diet. They ſhall have, above all Things, the perpetual 
Right of making Alliances between themſelves and Fo- 
reigners, for their own Preſervation and Security; pro- 
| © vided nevertheleſs, that ſuch Alliances are not directed againit 
| © the Emperor and Empire, againſt the publick Peace, or 
againſt the preſent Tranſaction in particular; and that 
| © they do not, in any wiſe, infringe. the Oath which they 
| © have all taken to the Emperor and Empire.” 
It is to be obſerved, that the Citics of Ofrabrug and Mun- 
er are both in MMeſtphalia, and the two Ticaties being united 
oy the Proviſo before mention'd, are from thence ſtiled the 
Prace of Meſiphalia; but when they are quoted more parti- 
cularly, the Articles are mention'd from the reſpective Treaties. 
ence it is ſaid, that the Peace of Maſiphalia is a fundamental 
Law of the Empire, and with great Propriety : for it may be 
truly ſtiled the Magna Charta of Germany; and therclore 
| we need not wonder that the French, who were principally 
concerned in making this Treaty, had afterwards the Vanity 
to 
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to {trike a Medal upon this Subject; in which the Genj,, 
of France is repreſented ſtanding by an Altar, on which z 
4a Caduceus ſupported by two Horns of Plenty; In cn 
Hand, which leans upon the Altar, ſhe holds an Olive Branch, 
and in the other a Ballance, having in one Scale the Imperia 
Crown, and in the other the Crowns of the Electors and 
Princes of the Empire, fo that they hang exactly even. Unde 
her Feet is a Yoke, The Legend is LIBERTAS GERMays, 
and the Exergue contains theſe Words, Pax Monasr;. 
RIENSIS, MDCXLVUI. implying, that Liberty was reſtore 
to Germany by the Peace of Munſter. 

It may not be amiſs to remark, that the Liberty of German 
and the Slavery of France were the Work of the ſame Hand, 
or rather of the ſame Head; I mean that of the famous Car. 
dinal Richliev, who contrived this Scheme to kcep the Hout 
of Auſlria within Bounds, and to hinder her from ever he. 
coming too powerful for that of Bourbon. The Reader wil 
likewiſe ſec, that for this very Purpoſe France took fo much 
Pains to aggrandize the Crown of Sweden; and this will lead 


us to underſtand the true Motives which induce the French | 


to be ſo complaiſant at preſent to the King of Pruſſia ; the 
Power of that Prince, in reſpect to the Empire, or rather in 
reſpect to the Houle of Auſtria, ſtanding her in the fame Stcai 
as Sweden did formerly, when ſhe was more powerful than 
ſhe is at preſent. This Obſervation, which is very ſhort, 
and from the Hittory we have given of this War and this 
Peace, very clear and convincing, is the true Key to the 
modern Syſtem, and very fully explains the preſent Situation 
of Things in Germany, and that Connection between two great 
Powers, which has been hitherto held equally unnatural and 
ſurprizing. 

The Emperor having thus reſtored the Peace of Europe, 2 
well as of the Empire, applied his whole Care to the reſettling 
the Tranquility and Weliare of his Dominions, and the Autho- 
my of his Family. The former gain'd him the Affection of hi 
Subjects, and he had al! the Succeſs he could wiſh for in the 
latter. He procured his Son Ferdinand, already King of Hun. 
gary and Bohemia, to be elected King of the | Pavers at Hug 
bourg in 1653. But when he thought his Felicity cffcctually 
ſecured, he found it Icaſt fo ; for on the 4th of July, in the 
Year following, that young Prince died, which ſtruck the 
Emperor with a decp Melancholy, from which he new 
recovered. 

He acted however as to publick Affairs with Dignity an! 


Spirit; thus he gave powerful Aſſiſtance to the Pc/es again 
tic 
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te Stvedes, who would otherwiſe have over-run their Coun— 
try; and it was by this Means alſo, that the Dares were en- 
gaged to take the ſame Step, and to break with the Swedes ; 
but he did not live to ſee the Iſſue of this War, dying of 
a Conſumption, occaſioned as has been ſaid, by his Concern 
for the Loſs of his eldeſt Son, on the 2d of April, 1657. He 
was in every Reſpect a very wiſe and great Man, in 
moſt Things a very fortunate Prince, and if his Ambition 
had been leſs, his Authority had been greater; but the too 
great Warmth he diſcovered in Matters of Religion, and the 
Defire he had to extend the Imperial Power beyond the 
Bounds preſcribed to his Predeceſſors, induced the — 
princes of the Empire to take ſuch Meaſures for their Security, 


zs in the End, notwithſtanding all his Victories, proved in 


that Reſpect very effectual. 
Leopold I. the younger Son of the Emperor Ferdinand III. 


did not immediately ſuccecd his Father, becauſe he was under 
Age; he was originally intended for the Church, but upon 


E the Death of his Brother Ferdinand, he was crown'd King of 


Hungary on the 25th of June 1655, and King of Bohemia 
on the 14th of September the ſame Year. On the 18th of 
Fuly 1658, he was elected Emperor, and on the 5th of Au- 


dull following, was crown'd at Prancfort. In the beginning 


of his Reign, the War, which laſted ſo long betwixt the 
Swedes, the Danes, the Poles and the Brandenburgers, was 


concluded * Treaty of Cliva in 1660. 
oke out ſoon after betwixt the Emperor and the 
| Hungarians, who complained that their Privileges were in- 


A War 


vaded z that the German Troops maintained there on Pre— 


| tence of defending them, which they were able and willing 


to do themſelves, committed all Sorts of Violence and Cruelty ; 


that the Hungarians in Poſſeſſion of Offices were not ſuffered 


to diſcharge them; that the Liberty of Religion, which had 
veen allowed them by ſeveral Dicts, was denicd, their Churches 
taken from them, and their Miniſters baniſhed, becauſe they 
were not of the Religion of their Prince. That the Nobility, 


ngo ought to be try'd by their own Judges, were try'd by 


Germans; that tho' the Revenue was more than ſufficient to 
maintain the "Troops, yet they were not paid, but lived by 
Lxtortion, or invading the Turks, who made ſevere Reprifals 
on the pcaceable Inhabitants of the Country. | 

The Grand Seignior improved this Difference, and the 
Emperor taking Part with the Prince of Tranfilvania, ſet up 


| Without his Conſent ; he therefore gave that Litle to Prince 


Ala. The Turk defoated the Imperialiſts at Clauſingbeurg, 


and 
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and took Newhenſel in 1663, but were routed at Levents, whe, 
they loſt bos Men; and afterwards at St. Gothard, whey, 
they loſt above the ſame Number, and many General Offices, 
which brought on a Peace. The Hungarians finding that thy; 
Privileges were not reſtored according to Promiſe, being o 
preſs'd by German Troops, and the Office of Palatine 12 
aboliſhed, which had continued many hundred Years; the 
joined with the Tranjilvanians to obtain Help from the Tur, 
The very Monks preached that their Yoke was eaſier thy 
that of the Germans ; for this Inſurrection the Counts of 5, 
rini, Frangipani and Nadaſti were put to death, which hin. 
der'd Prince Ragotſti's taking Arms; and Count Tekely dying 
in his Caſtle, juſt as the Imperialiſts had inveſted it, they 
were left without a Head, till young Count Tekely, why 
vas then but fifteen Years of Age, and from his Priſon eſcapei 
to Tran/ilvania, came to eſpouſe their Cauſe ; from a bar 
Suſpicion of being well-aftected to which, he had been treated 
with much Severity. 

He was received with the utmoſt Joy, and. the Revolt 0 
the Hungarians became almoſt general; but however, the Ger. 
man Forces in that Kingdom ſoon reduced them to the Ne. 
ceſſity of repining in ſecret againſt the Emperor's Meaſure, 
inſtead of openly taking up Arms, as they certainly intended, 

His Imperial Majeſty's Thoughts, which were entircy 
turned towards the Settlement of his own Dominions, with- 
out the leaſt Inclination to incroach on, or diſturb his Neigh- 
bours, were called off by the ambitious Views of a Monarch 
who ſpent his whole Life in diſturbing the Peace of Eurtr; 
for in 1672 the French invaded Lower Germany, and over 
run moſt of the United Provinces. The Elector of Tre 
having no Force to oppoſe the French, was obliged to alloy 
them a Paſſage through his Dgminions. And the Archbiſhop 
of Cologne, and the Biſhop of Munſter joined with them 
againſt their Country. The Elector of Brandenburgh demand- 
ed Aſſiſtance of the Emperor to protect his Duchy of C 
but the French over-ran it before he could procure any. 

The French in 1673 entered Aljace, where they took fe. 
veral Towns, and laid part of the Palatinate under Contribu- 
tions. The Duke of Lorrain, who commanded the Emperors 
Army, would have joined Caprara, but was prevented by 
M. Turenne, which occaſion'd the ineffectual Battle of Sir. 
ſbeim. The Elector Palatine was ſo much provoked at tht 
ravaging his Country, that he ſent M. Turenne a Challenge, 
which he would not accept, without Allowance from the 
French Ring, bis Maſter. Theſe Things, with the whos 
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„ obliged the Empire to declare War, and aſſemble 
4 5 * * which M. Turenne repaſſed the Rhine 
Ind entrenched near Philipſbourg. 5 

u 1674 the Germans fought Marſhal Turenne near Molt- 
im, where both Sides claimed the Victory. In 167 5 the 
[ French defeated the Germans near Colmar; but Montecuculi ſuc- . 
cceding the Duke of Bournonville in the Command of the 
man Army, he was a more equal Match for Tureme, 
E who being encamped near him, and Cine to an Eminence 
io view his Army, was kill'd by a Cannon Ball, which put 
In End to his Glory, that was tarniſhed before by his turning 
Ep uit. After the Battle of Altenheim the French repaſled the 


. OA o 


bine, where the Duke De Duras, Nephew to Turenne, ac- 
a quired much Reputation by retiring with little Loſs in Sight 
1 WE cf the Enemy from a diſadvantageous Camp. «© 

1 In 1679, the War between the Empire, the French and 
4 the Dutch, was concluded by the Treaty of Nimeguen, where 


E the King of Sweden was Mediator, by which France got Fri- 
E ure and the Burgau in lieu of Philzp/bourg, and the Swedes re- 
covered the Provinces they had loſt in the War. After the 
Peace of Nimeguen, the French King began to erect Chambers of 
Re. union at Metz and Briſack, where by the Sentence of his 
on Judges, ſeveral Princes were required to ſurrender thoſe 
| Provinces and Cities that were alledged to be dependant on 
bis new Acquiſitions ; and ſuch as would not comply, were 
© compell'd by Force, particularly the Elector Palatine; and the 
| Elector of Treves. 
| The French alſo ſtill kept Poſſeſſion of thoſe Places, they 
had ſtipulated to ſurrender to the Empire by the Peace. 
Tae Emperor's Miniſters gave in a Memorial to the Diet at 
| Raiiſbon of theſe 8 and the States unani mouſl 
rcſolved that they were contrary to the Treaties; but Hol. 
land and Brandenburgh were not inclined to a Rupture with 
| France, In 1680 the French ſurprized Straſbourg, by the 
2 of ſome of their new Magiſtrates. The King of 
| France likewiſe try'd to get the Dauphin elected King of the 
| Kemans, but miſcarried in it. In 1681 he made a Treaty 
{with Count Tekely, who had a ſtrong Party of Malecontents 
in Hungary, was in great Eſteem with the Grand Seignior, 
and engaged the Turks to invade Hungary befote the Empe- 
ror was aware of it. 
In 1683 the Duke of Lorrain beſieged Newheuſel, but was 
obliged to break up from thence on the Grand Vizier's march- 
ng againſt him, At the ſame Time three Thouſand Tartars 
the Country, and the Germans with great Ditticulty 
N retired 
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retired towards Vienna; for three thouſand Tur#s and Tit, 
fell upon their Baggage, took it, and killed moſt of tt 
Convoy ; but Prince Lewis of Baden reſcued part of g. 
Baggage. The News of this occaſioned an incredible Cc. 
ſternation at Vieuna. The Emperor removed to Lintz, 2 
moſt of the Citizens were for leaving the City; but che 
Approach of the Duke of Lorrain next Day encouragg 
them; ſo that they began to repair the Fortifications, and the 
Garriſon was reinforced, there not being above two hunde! 
regular Forces in the City before. | 

Ihe Turks opened their Trenches the fifteenth of Ju, 
the Garriſon n Count Stharemberg diſputed every Inch d 
Ground, and by frequent Sallies cut off great Number, g 
them. In the mean time, the Duke of Lorrain defeat 
Tekely, took his Baggage, and relieved Preſburg, that wa 
ready to have fallen into his Hands. The Duke eng 
him a ſecond Time on the Borders of Moravia, and force! 
him to retire. The Siege of Vienna continued to the twelkh 
of September with all the Fury imaginable ; and the Beſiece! 
behaved themſclves with the utmoſt Intrepidity, till they wer 
relieved by the Confederate Army of eighty thouſand Me, 
conſiſting of Imperialiſts and Poles. 

The right Wing was commanded. by John Sobieſki, Kirg 
of Poland, the Left by the Elector of Bavaria and the Duke d 
Lorrain, and the main Body by the Elector of Saxmmy and 
Prince J/aldeck. They forced the Enemy's Entrenchment 
and during the Engagement the Duke of Lorrain detachel 
Prince Lewis of Baden, with a Body of Horſe, Foot, and 
Dragoons, to relieve the City; which he did, and killed md 
of the Turks that were employed in the Aſfault. Upon thi 
the Turki/h Horſe fled, and left their Foot and Camp to ti 
Mercy of the Chriſtians, who gained a ſignal Victory, wid 
the Loſs only of one thoufand Men. The Turk lolt avou 
ſeventy-five thouſand, with their Baggage, and one hundred 
and twenty Cannon; and the Gariſon loſt about fix thouſand 
Men during the Siege, which lafted fifty-nine Days op 
Trenches. | 

After the taking of Buda, Prince Abaf# began to temporize 
with the Emperor. But the Duke of Lerrain entered Trai 
vania, as Count Tehely foretold him would happen, and oblizs 
that Prince and the States to a Submiſſion ; forcing them to le. 
render their Fortreſſes, and conclude a Treaty very advantage 
to the Emperor; upon which the Prince retired to Fag. 
About this Time the ſtrong Fortreſs of Agria ſurrendercs © 
Yhe Imperiniijts, and Mabamned IV. Emperor of the Tb. 
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| (12s depoſed, and his Brother ſet up in his Stead. The Em- 
deror's Succeſs put him upon getting his Son, the Arch- 
Duke Ve, crowned King of Hungary. 

He went himſelf to Prefburg upon this Occaſion, where he 
aſſembled the States, and told them, He would have the 


: WE Crown made hereditary. The States took it into Conſ- 
! WT (or:tion ; repreſented their Grievances as uſual, and ſaid the 
NN were willing to elect the Arch Duke; but deſited their Freedom 
or Flection might be continued, and that the Crown ſhould 


not become hereditary : That the German Troops might be 
| recalled when Peace was made with the Trxr#s; and all their 
| Grievances redreſſed before the Coronation, The Emperor 
alowel them fourteen Days to deliberate and draw up their 
Grievances ; but told them he had been at more Charge to 
defend their Kingdom againſt the Tuts than it was worth, and 
therefore had a Right to look upon it as one of his hereditary 
Countries: 3 | | 

There was great Debates about this in the Diet; and 
the Count de Draſcowrrz, the chief Judge of the Kingdom, 
having repreſented the Conſequences of it, they praycd the 
Emperor not to make ſuch an Alteration in their Conſtitu- 
tion, But the Count being found dead in his Bed ſome Days 
after, no Body knows how, thoſe of his Sentiments durſt not 


oa xy more talk of it. Some deſired they might be at Liberty 
to chuſe any ſuch Prince of the Houſe of Auſtria as they 

* ſhould think fit; but this was alſo rejected. 

hed 


There were two other Things which retarded the Coro- 
mation ; the fuſt was, that according to an Article of King 
Andrew's Declaration, any of the three Eſtates had a Right 


1 this to oppoſe the King when he acted againſt the Laws of the 
) be kingdom, without being guilty of Treaſon: But the Emperor 
Witt would not allow of that. The ſecond was, that the Pro- 
a teſtants, who had joined with the Court to get the Crown 
ndred 


made hereditary, thought it a proper Seaſon to demand that 
they ſhould be maintained in their antient Privileges: That 
the Churches and States which had been taken from tem 
lace 1667 ſhould be reſtored: That they ſhould have De- 
puties in every Diet: That the Jeſuits ſhould not meddle 
Affairs of State, or what related to the Proteftant Religion: 
deu they ſhould not be allowed to ſettle in any other Place 


en where they then were: And that Count Caraffa, who 
2 we got many innocent People cut off on Pretence of Plots, 
77 Ro "0 


be turned out of his Places and the Miniſtry. 
But the States did not think it a ſeaſonable Time for the 
roteftants to inſiſt on theſe Things, And thus, on the 
N 2 twenty- 
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twenty-ninth of Decenler, the Kingdom was made heredigy 
and the Power of the Prince declared in a manner ahſgly, 
ſo that the Pcople could do nothing but ſigh for the Log, 
their Liberty: For Count Tekely, who had formerly acgu; 
ed ſo much Glory, had failed of late in moſt of his Attemg, 
and was not able to keep up their Spirits, or afford ther 
any probable Hopes of Relief. 
The War againſt the Turks was ſtill proſecuted with varig 
Succeſs for ſeveral Years, notwithſtanding that the Prench i; 
1689 fell into Germany with a great Army, and commit: 
ſuch Outrages as were inconſiſtent with the Laws of Wy, 
This Conduct of theirs ſo totally deſtroyed the Intereſt the 
had among the German Princes, that in 1690 the Emperg 
rome his Son the n who was alrag 
ing of Hungary, to be elected King of the Romans ; wi 
the Year following, the Turks were defeated by the Inj 
riali/ts in the Battle of Salankemen, in which they loſt the: 
Grand Vizier Cuperli, and twenty thouſand Men. The Wz 
continued notwithſtanding, chiefly from the Encouragemen 
given to the Infidels by the ROE and the vaſt Efforts the; 
made in their Favour. "The Turks likewiſe did all that ly 
in their Power to ballance the former Succeſſes of the Inj 
rialiſis; but in 1697, Prince Eugene defeated one of the mat 
powerful Armies the Infidels ever brought into the Field, z 
Zanta, in which decifive Action 25,000 Turks periſhed, 
The French perceiving that this Blow had put it out d 
the Power of their good Allies to do any thing more fr 
their Service, reſolved to get out of the War in Time, at 
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make the beit Peace for themſelves they could; which tix; 4 he G 
accordingly did at Ryſwick, whereby they quitted all thxr ; ern c 


Re-unions in Alſace : But the Popiſh Religion was tot 
main where they had ſettled it. The Elector Palatine ws 
reſtored to his Territories, on paying 200,000 Livres jr 
Annum to the Dutcheſs of Orleans, till her Pretenſions wer: 
decided. Dinant was reſtored to Liege; Straſbourg reſigne 
to France; and Fort-Kiel, Fribourg, Star-Fort, Old Brijz, 
and Philipfbourg reſtored to the Empire. 

The French were to demoliſh the 8 over-againk 
Hunningen and Fort-Lewis; the Caſtles of Traerbach, Eure. 
burg, Kirnburg, and the Fortreſs of Mont-Royal, were to de 
demoliſhed and given to their right Owners. The Duke d 
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Lerrain was reſtored to his own Country, and to Nang; 2 Ing ; 
and the Caſtles of Bitſch and Homburg were to be raves 4 an 
The Proteſtant Princes of the Empire gave in a Memo: win 


againſt eſtabliſhing Popery in /{atia, becauſe contrary to the 
| fundamens 


[ 181 1 


3 &;ndamental Laws of the Empire, 7. e. to the Peace of Reli- 


3 gion made in 1588, and to that of N eſiphalia and Nimeguen, 
F which were the Baſis of this Treaty: And that this Article 
ns likewiſe contrary to the Capitulations of the Emperor and 
the King of the Romans, by which the ſaid Peace of Reli- 
Lion was ſecured 3 but without Effect. 

The Turks, finding themſelves abandoned in this manner 
br thoſe who drew them into the War, and who had more 
chan once hinder'd them from making Peace upon reaſon- 
able Terms, reſolved to accept the Mediation of the Mari- 
time Powers, and to conclude a Peace with the Emperor and 
bis Allies on the beft Terms that, in their preſent Circum- 
© fances, could be had. Accordingly, after great Pains taken 
by Lerd Paget and Mr. Collier, who conducted this Nego- 
tation, on January 26 1699, a Trace was ſign'd for 25 
Years between the Emperor and the Turks at Carlwitz. 
The chief Articles af which were, "That Tranſivania fhould 
| remain intire to the Emperor, but the Province of Temifwarr 
to the Turks : That the Emperor ſhould demoliſh Carenſe- 
teis, Lippa, Zenwock, Berſke, and Sabla, and never re-fortify 
them. The Iflands of the Rivers Save and Mor:/ch were to 
belong to the Emperor, but the Uſe of thoſe Rivers to both. 
Al Priſoners taken during the War to be exchanged, or ran- 
ſomed 9 No Protection on either Side to be given to Rebel, 
and Malecontents : The Papiſts in the Turkih Tertitoric+ 
| were to have the free Exerciſe of their Religion. "The Czar, 
the King of Poland, and the Republick of Venice, were com- 
prehended in this Treaty; but Count Tekely was excluded. 
The Grand Seignior made him, by way of Compenſation, 
Prince of M eddon, Caranſebeis, and Lugos, with their Depen- 
encies. 

At che Time the laſt General War broke out on the Score 
of the Spaniſh Succeſſion, the Affairs of the Emperor Legal 
were but in a very indifferent Candition. He taw plainly, 
that without the Aftſtance of the Empire it was impoſlibl. 


fr bim to act effectually againſt France; and he ſaw at the 


lane Time, that it would be very difficult to engage the 
Princes and States of Germany in a War, with which they had 
ro farther Concern, that as Philip V. King of Spain had taken 
Folefion of the Dutchy of Milan, which was a Ficf belong- 
Ing to the Empire; and the Dukes of Savoy and Mantua de- 
ckring againſt the Emperor, whoſe Vaſlals they were. Yet fo 
vat an Intereſt his Imperial Majeſty had, that by degrees he 
brought all the Circles to enter into the Alliance he had form'd 
Fit) the Maritime Powers, which was brought to bear in the 
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Year 1701, when jt was agreed that the Empire ſhoud π＋π WM (5.1 
an Army of 120,000 Men; which, however, were wen Hurta 
aſſembled but upon Paper. | I might 
The Elector of Bavaria ſided with France; as did ao, Ved 3 
Brother the Elector of Cologne : The former arm'd in his o Ver 
Dominions, and the latter admitted French Troops into hs Nod; 


Towns. The Duke of I aiſemduttle alſo raiſed Troops t ine 
the Service of France; but before they were in a Condition adule ! 


to act, the Elector of Hanover, our late Sovereign, ſurround. ME +>: to 
cd his Forces, and obliged them to enter into the Imperi . three 
Service; which was a Point of very great Importance a WF Thc 
that Time, and ſo acknowledged by the Emperor. © King « 


In 1702, the Elector of Bavaria ſeized the City of U ttt T 
The Army of the Empire, under Prince Lewis of Baden, uu ann in 
beat at Fridlinghen; and 1 took Poſſeſſion of the Duc) his Re 
of Lorrain, and the greateſt Part of the Electorate of Trum Recon 
In 1703, the Elector of Bavaria defcated another Impem it was 
General, made himſelf Maſter of the City of Naliſban, ml with t 
ſeized there all the Miniſters aſſembled at the Diet of the En. WW Ls 


pire. He afterwards made an Irruption into 77, out ii RF ought 
which he was driven by the Inhabitants : But upon his Rem the O! 
into Germany, being join'd by M. Villars with a Body d eaten. 
French Forces, he defeated the Imperialiſts at the firſt Baie In t 
of Hochſied, and ſoon after made himſelf Maſter of A of gene 
This Year alfo Prince Ragot/ki raiſed an Inſurrection in Hur meer ! 
gary; and by theſe ſeveral Misfortunes the Emperor was dun France 
to the laſt Degree of Diſtreſs. The Bavarians being on the of Blo 
Frontiers of his Dominions on one Side, and the Malccontert afterw; 
Hungarians making Inroads to the very Gates of / ienna i ſerved 


the other. In the midſt however of all theſe Difficulties, hi firſt of 
Imperial Majeſty declared, in the Month of September, the Cu 
Arch-Duke Charles King of Spain, by the Name of Charl:s Il. relieve 


who in that Quality, was acknowledged, received, and ſupport nau, v 
ed by the Allies. mentic 


In 1704, the Duke of Marlborough form'd the glonou tillery, 
Reſolution of delivering the Emperor and Empire at once; 
with which View he advanced with the Army of the Alis 
into Szabia, and on the 2d of July forced the Lines at Ser 
lenberg, which open'd a Paſſage into Bavaria. On the 19 
of Auguſt following he defeated the Bavarians and French u 
the ſecond Battle of Hoch/ted, or Blenheim ; in which, wi 
the Loſs of about 5000 Men, he kill'd 12000 of the Enem), 
took as many Priſoners, together with all their Artillery 2 
Baggage; after which he drove the French intircly out ot Gr 


v:ary, and return'd with his victorious Army into oh 1 
| | unrl 
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untict. The Emperor was no leſs ſucceſsful againſt the 
4 Hurraria'l Malecontents; ſo that, as this was the laſt, it 


% 


nigdt be accounted the moſt glorious Vear of his Life. He 
8 


iel at Vienna on the 5th of May following, in the 64th 


= + 


Fer oi his Age, and 46th of his Reign. He was thrice mar- 
d; firſt to Margareta Thereſa, Daughter to Philip IV. 


Ving of Spain z ſecondly to Claudia, Daughter to the Arch- 
aue Ferdinand his Couſin; and thirdly to Elana, Daugh- 
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beer to the Elector Palatine, by whom he left two Sons and 
E three Daughters. 


The Emperor Jaſiph who ſuccceded his Father, being already 


i King of the Romans, was in the Flower of his Age; being at 


bat Time about Twenty-five, and a Prince 6f as great Hopes as 


any in Eurepc. It was believed, that at the very B-ginning of 
his Reign an End might have been put to the War, by the 
Recovery of Zorram, and entering that way into France ; and 
it was likewiſe propoſed to bring about an Accommodation 
| with the Hungariaus. The former was defeated by Prince 
| Lois of Baden's failing the Duke of Marlb:rough, whom he 
| ought to have join'd; and the latter came to nothing throuch 
ö the Obſtinacy of the Malecontents, who, tho? they might be 
| beaten, could never be humbled. 

In the Beginning of the Year 1706, there happened a kind 
of general Inſurrection among the Peaſants in Bavaria, out of 
peer Loyalty to their Sovereign, at that Lime retired into 
France; but it was ſuppreſſed, tho' not without vaſt Effuſion 
of Blood ; ſome thouſands being kill'd in the Field, and many 
afterwards hanged, in order to terrify the reſt. This only 
ſerred to ſharpen the Emperor's Reſentment; who, on the 
firſt of May, proceeded to put the Electors of Bavaria and 
C:ligne under the Ban of the Empire. The French not only 
relleved Fort Letvis, but alſo recover'd Druſenheim and Hague— 
nau, which they had loſt the Year before; and in the laſt- 
mention'd Place they became Maſters of a fine Train of Ar- 
tilicry, which drew a Sufpicion upon Prince Lewis of Baden, 
25 if he had left it there for them; but his Highneſs dying 
oon afterwards, and the military Affairs of the Empire going 
then rather worſe than before, convinced the World that he 
had been aſperſcd, and the Loſſes under his Command owing 
to Misfortune, and not any Fault in him. 

In 1507, the French, under the Command of Marſhal 
Pillars, forced the Imperialiſts in their Lines, and over-ran all 
duabi and I/7rtemberg, raiſing moſt dreadful Contributions, 
or which that General was famous: And it is very highly 
probable he would have puſh'd {till farther into the Empire, it 
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he had not been prevented by the Siege of Toulon ; ſo t 
none of the Allies reap'd ſo great Profit from that Expediti,, 
as the Emperor, who was moſt againſt it. The Negotiaticy, 
with t Hungarians went on, Fe to no Purpoſe ; tho! . 
Maritim Powers offered their Mediation, and laboured 2. 
they could to have brought about a Peace. 

In the Beginning of 1708, there happen'd a Diſpute be. 
tween his Imperial Majeſty and the Pope, in which the late 
was reduced to ſubmit to ſuch Terms as were preſcrib'd him, 
and obliged to acknowledge the Arch-Duke Charles in Qu. 
lity of King of Stain, and ny anger of Naples, rut 
againſt his Inclination. In Flanders the French were beat x 
Oudenard, and loſt Liſe; but the Army of the Empire wx 
able to do 3 | | 

In 1710, the Emperor propoſed ſending to that Army 
11000 of his own Troops, and to contribute a large Sum df 
Money towards the Expences of the Campaign; yet thek 
Promiſes were ſo indifferently complyed with, that the Electot 
of Hanover, who was to have commanded the Army of the 
Empire, thought fit to return to his own Dominions, In 
Hungary, however, the Malecontents were fo effeQually 
beaten, that their Chiefs thought fit to retire ; and in all Pro- 
bability an End had been put to the Troubles in that King: 
dom, if the Emperor had not died of a _ ſhort Illneſs on 
the 17th of April 1711, in the 380 Year of his Age, and n 
the Cloſe of the ſixth Year of his Reign; leaving by his Em. 
preſs, who was a Princeſs of the Houſe of Hanover, no Mzle 
Iſſue. | 
Charles VI. the late Emperor's only Brother, and the {!: 
Heir Male of the Houſe of Auſtria, was elected his Succeſſor 
in the Month of Augy/? in the ſame Year, and was crown'd 
in December following. By his Return out of Catalhnia, be 
joſt all Hopes of recovering the Kingdom of Spain; and the 
Peace of Utrecht, in the following Year, put it out of his 
Power to carry on the War in the Low Countries. On the 
22d of May 1712, he was crown'd 8 Hungary at Prij- 
bourg, and began to employ all his Thoughts on ſettling 
the Succeſſion in the Houſe of Auſtria, in caſe he ſhould die 
without Iſſue ; and the finding out Ways and Means for cur- 
rying on the War with France. + TN 

In reſpet to the former, he declared the eldeſt of his 
Nieces his ſole Heireſs ; and in regard to the latter, he march- 
ed 2. great Body of Forces into the Low Countries ; but ws 
ſoon after forced to employ all his Troops in ſecuring the 
Frontiers of the Empire, which were attack'd by the FR 
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re the Cloſe of the Year 1713, reduced the ſtron 
ö A Fribourg; which, with other Misfortunes, "lids, 
bim to make a Peace with France, that was ſign'd at Rad- 
fad on the 6th of March 1714, chiefly on the Plan of the 
| "Treaty of Weſtphalia. | 

In the following Year he declared War againſt the Turks, 
In Favour of the Venetians. Prince Eugene commanded the 
| Imperial Armies, as he had done againſt the French and Spa- 
© riards; and on the $i of July 1716, totally defeated the 
E Trnfidels at Peterwaradin, wherein the Grand Vizier and ten 
| Baſhaws were kill'd upon the Spot; their intire Train of 
© 170 Pieces of Cannon, their military Cheſt, and all their Bag- 
gige, falling into the Hands of the Imperialiſts. The impor- 
| tant City of Temeſwaer ſurrender'd on the 13th of Oclober, 
| which added a very conſiderable Country to the Emperor's 
| Dominions, in Quality of King of Hungary. 

The next Year Prince Eugene, at the Head of the Imperial 
Army, inveſted Belgrade ; to the Relief of which the Turks 
march'd as great an Army as it was in their Powet, under 
the Command of the new Grand Vizier ; which Army, 
however, was defeated on the 15th of Auguſt 1717, after an 
| obſtinate Engagement of five Hours, In this Action the Turks 
loſt 13x Pieces of Braſs Cannon, 37 Mortars, 52 Colours, 
and nine Horſe-Tails. On the 17th of the ſame Month 
Belgrade capitulated; and ſoon after the Turks conſented to 
a Peace, or rather to a Truce for twenty-five Years, which 
was concluded at Paſſarow:tz under the Mediation of the 
Maritime Powers. 

While this War laſted, King Philip V. of Spain had at- 
tacked the Iſland of Sardinia, which had been left to the 
Emperor by the late Treaty of Peace ; and was very near 
making the Conqueſt of the Iſland of Sicily, which had been 
yielded to the Duke of Savoy, with the Title of King. But 
the * Powers of Europe, perceiving that theſe Diſputes 
would bring on a new general War, reſolved to cut them 
ſhort; and to this End the Quadruple Alliance was concluded 
detween the Emperor, France, Great-Britain, and Holland. 
By which both Sardinia and Sicily were recovered out of 
the Hands of the Spariards ; and the former given in Ex- 
change for the latter, to the Duke of Savzy, fince ſtiled King 
of Sardinia. In order to prevent future Debates, and to in- 


luce Hain to accede to this Treaty, it was agreed that the 
[Tue of his Catholick Majeſty Philip V. by his ſecond Queen 
Elizabeth, Daughter to the Duke of Parma, ſhould ſucceed to 
ac Dominions of this Prince, if he died without Male Iſſue, 

| which 


had been deſired. But this was fo far from hindering, that,“ 
| " real 


[ 186 ] 
which Conceſſion has been the Cauſe of all the Troubles th 


have fince happened in Europe. 

Spain was with much to do forced to accept of the 
Terms, or rather to ſubmit to them; and his Imperial Maicfr 
was not very well fatisfy'd even with this, which cccafine 
the holding in the Year 1724 a Congreſs at Cambray, when 
while France and the Maritime Powers were taking all th 
imaginable Pains to compromiſe theſe Diſputes, and kx de 
general I ranquility of Europe upon a ſolid Baſis, the Cour: 
of Vienna and Madrid entered into a private Negotiętion 
which terminated ſoon after in two ſeveral Treatics of Ali. 
ance and Commerce between the two Courts, fo much 9 
the Advantage of the Emperor, and fo utterly inconſcten 
with the Intcreſts of France and the Maritime Powers, th 
they found themſelves under an abſolute Neceſſity of entering 
into a Treaty for their own Security, which was according 
ſigned and concluded in 1725 at Hanover, and this changed the 
Face of Affairs again. 

After ſome Hoſtilities between n and England, another 
Congreſs was held at Soi ſons, in which Spain demanded nd 
obtained from the Flanzver Allies, that inſtead of fix thou 
fand Stw/s Troops, which were to be put into the Dutchie, 
of Parma, Placentia, and Tuſcany, to ſecure the eventual Suc- 
ceflion of thoſe Countries to Don Carlis, fix thouſand H. 
niards ſhould be employed, to which the Emperor refuſed to 
conſent. This in 1729, produced the Freaty of Szw1illr, con- 
cluded by the Hanover Allies with his Catholick Majeſr, 
in order to force the Emperor to ſubmit to the Conditicn 
before mentioned; but before this could be brought about, 
the Duke of Parma died, which made a conſiderable Alten- 
tion in the State of Affairs; inaſmuch as it gave Don Cen 
an immediate Right to his Dominions, even in Virtue dt 
thoſe Treaties which had been concluded with his Imperia 
Majeſty. However, he took Care te put all Things inv 
ſo good a Poſture, in his Italian Dominiens, that the Allics d 
Seville were able to do nothing by Force. 

There could be no other Method found out to induce |: 
Imperial Majefty to give Way to the Alteration made in de 
Treaty of 2 by that of Seville; except the Promiſe (i 
e the Succeſſion, which he had eſtabliſhed in , 

amily, when he ſaw there was no longer any Probability 6 
his having any Male Iſſue. This Point was effectually ſecure: 
by the Treaty of Vienna in 1731, by which the Emperor ca 
fented to the Introduction of Don Carlss in the Manner tis! 
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| really brought about a War, which the Emperor flattered him- 
elf would not have been at all prejudigial to his Intereſt, ſup- 
| poſing that his Alliances would have ſecured him effectually 
: woainſt the whole Power of the Houſe of Bourbon. 
| © Hedepended in the North upon the CZarina, and her placing 
on the Throne of Poland the preſent King Auguſtus III. He 
E looked upon the Empire's declaring in his Favour, as a Thing 
of Courſe, he depended upon the King of Sardinia, and had 
not the leaſt Scruple about the Maritime Powers. Yet for 
il this fair Proſpect, that War had very near coſt him all 
| his Dominions in {taly. The Empire did indeed aſſiſt him, 
but unwillingly. The Elector of Bavaria kept a kind of 
E -:rmed Neutrality» The EleQor Palatine deſired to be excuſed 
| from, contributing to the War, on Account of what his Domi- 
nions ſuffered by it. In ſhort, all the Princes of the Empire 
were Now as ever; and ſome of them ſuſpected. The Kin 
ol Sardinia entered into the Alliance againſt him. The Dutc 
| took Care of themſelves, by a Neutrality, which made it 
unfit and unreaſonable for Great-Britain to engage in the 
| War; but after a great deal of Blood ſpilt, and the almoſt 
total Ruin of the Countries contended for, the War was 
concluded in 1735, by a Peace as favourable for the Em- 
peror as he could well expect. 
He loſt indeed the Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, which 
were given to Don Carlos, and the Duke of Lorrain made an 
abſolute Ceſſion of his Country to France, but then the 
Emperor had Parma and Placentia in Exchange; the Duke 
had Tuſcany, which by his Marriage with the Arch-Ducheſs, 
| was to become part of the hereditary Dominions of the Houſe 
of Auftria. Augn/tus III. was left in the peaceable Poſſeſſion 
of the Kingdom of Poland, and Frauce guaranty'd the Prag- 
| matic Sanction. As ſoon as this War was over, the Emperor 
moſt unaccountably engaged in another with the Turks, in 
Conjunction with the Czaring, tho' he had no Quarrel with 
them of his own ; in which he was very unfortunate ; and 
| at laſt, by the Interpoſition of France, made a very indiffe- 
rent Peace at the Expence of Belgrade, which was given up 
to the Infidels. | | | 
He ſaw, when it was too late, the Error he had committed, 
and the Conſequences that would attend it, againſt which he 
endeavoured to provide in the beſt Manner he could ; and 
the Wa wh broke out between Great-Britain as Spain, 
might poſhbly have given him an Opportunity of doing Ft 
effectually, if in the Miag of the Political Mo lures he 53 
taxing for that Purpoſe, he had not been cut off by Bur. 
| ter 
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after a few gr Illneſs, on the 20th of Oclober 1740, leayin 
behind him only two Daughters; one married to the Duke 9 
Lorrain, now ſtiled Grand Duke of Tuſcany ; the other jr. 
_— for his Brother Prince Charles, whom he afterwa:;; 
eſpouſed. 

The late Emperor Charles VI. Father to her preſent In. 
perial Majeſty, having had Time ſufficient to conſider the 
Misfortunzs that might ariſe from his Want of Iſſue Mal, 
in Caſe the Succeſſion in his Family was not effectually («. 
tled before his Deceaſe, reſolved, according to the Cuſtom «© 
his Anceſtors, to publiſh a Pragmatick Sanction, or perpetu 
Edict for that Purpoſe, which was accordingly done in 1713; 
and afterwards proclaimed with great Solemnity at Viema 
in the Month of December 17243 and on the 15th of Mg 
1725, at Bruſſels. 

By this Pragmatick Sanction all the Dominions of th: 
Houſe of Auſtria were entaiłd on the eldeft Daughter of hi; 


Imperial 9 the Arch-Ducheſs Maria Thereſa, and after. 


wards on her Ifluc; next, to her Siſter ; and then, to the 
Nieces of his Imperial Majeſty ; with due Preference to the 
Heirs Male. The fole Defizn of this Settlement being 
to preſerve the Poſſeſſions of the Houſe of Auſtria entire, 
this Succeſſion was accepted and confirmed in his Imperia 
Majeſty's Dominions. But as the Emperor very cafily di 
cerned this Affair of the Succeſſion of the Houſe of Auftri 
not only regarded his own Subjects, but all the Princes of 
the Empire, and indeed all the Princes and States of Europe; 
he conſequently Judged that it would be neceſſary to obtain 
their Conſent hkewiſe, by Way of Guaranty of the Pragms- 
tick Sanction before EH 

It was with this View, that he took the Advantage of every 
favourable Conjuncture that offered, to carry this Point with 
his reſpective Alhes; and was fo fortunate to obtain, 2 
different Times, all that he propoſed to himſelf from the great 
Powers of Europe: viz. From Ruſſia, Sweden, Denmarl, by 

rticular Treaties : From Spain, by the famous Treaty of 
2 in Conſequence of the cloſe Alliance then ſubſiſtin 
between the two Courts: From Great Britain and Holland 
in 1731 in Conſequence of the Emperor's conſenting to 
the Regulations ſtipulated by the Treaty of Seville : From 
the States of the Empire afſembled in the Diet of Rati/bon, in 
the ſame Year : And from France, on the Concluſion of the 
Peace which followed the Wer in ys 

As we have already ſpoken particularly of each of the! 
Periods, it is not neceſſary that we ſhould enter more large? 
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:nto them at preſent; but it may not be amiſs to obſerve, 
that throughout this whole "Tranſaction, there was not ſo 
much as a ſingle Step taken but what was perfectly regular, 


2s well as ſtrictly agreeable to Juſtice and „ 


F The Emperor, as the laſt Heir Male of the Houſe of 
: Auftria, was bound in Juſtice to himſelf, his F amily, and 
© his Subjects, to regulate the Succeſſion to his Dominions in 
his Life-time, which he did in the ſame Manner as his Prede- 
ceſſors had done, 4 to the conſtant Maxims of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, the Rights of his Deſcendants, and the 
© Intereſt of his People, to whom his Intentions were made 
E known in the moſt publick Manner, and by whom they were 
| received with the utmoſt Marks of Joy and Satisfaction, as 
© well as Obedience and Conſent. 
| The Northern Potentates had many Reaſons to wiſh the 
| Power of the Houſe of Auſtria might remain undiminiſhed, 
* 2s a Thing neceſſary to their own Security; and therefore 
| we need not wonder that they gave his Imperial Majeſty in 
this Reſpect ſuch Teſtimonies of their Satisfaction, as were 
| equally conſiſtent with his Views and their Intereſts. 
| As to the Princes and States of the Empire, they were 
| thoroughly perſwaded that nothing was of greater Conſequence 
to the Safety of the Germanick Body, than the maintaining 
undiminiſhed the Strength of ſo conſiderable a Power, which 
had been always a Bulwark againſt the Infidels, and indeed 
againſt all the Enemies of Germany. Spain, no Doubt, had 
her ſolid and ſubſtantial Reaſons for guarantying this Succeſ- 
| ſion, excluſive of her imaginary Hopes of procuring a Mar- 

nage between the Arch-Ducheſs Maria Thereſa and Don Carlos, 
now _ the Two Sicilies. | 

The Maritime Powers had always looked upon the Houſe 
of Au/tria as the proper Ballance againſt France, which ſhe 
could not be otherwiſe, than by keeping her Dominions 
entire, and in the Hands of the Heireſs of that Family; fo 
that what they did was the plain and natural Conſequence of 
thoſe Maxims, upon which they had acted for a Century paſt. 
As for France, as ſhe profeſſed at that Time an inviolable At- 
tachment to a pacifick Syſtem, and the maintaining the ge- 
neral Tranquility of Europe, there was nothing ſtrange in 
der Behaviour upon this Occaſion ; and by this Time perhaps 
that Crown may be convinced ſhe had purſued her own In- 
tereſt moſt effectually by adhering to, as well as granting 
her Guaranty. 

Thus, we ſee, it is no very difficult Thing to ſhew how 
ad why this Settlement was made; but it will not be quite 
ſo 
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ſo eafy to diftinguiſh the true Reaſons why ſo many «+ 
Powers concurr'd in endeavouring to defeat it, and why {. 
few of the Powers that guaranty'd the Pragmatick Sandiq 
in the Courſe of the late War took up Arms in its Degen 
The maintaining this Order of Succeſſion was indeed agree 
able to the Will of the late Emperor Charles VI. and for ts 
Glory and Bencht of the Houſe of Auſlria; but at the ſame 
Time it was calculated to preſerve the 'I ranquility of urg, 
and to hinder the Independency of the European Powers fron 
being violated ; and in this Light it really was and ought c 
have been regarded as a common Concern. 

The Arch-Duchels Maria Thereſa of Auſtria, Conſort 9 
the Great Duke of Ty/ſcany, cauſed herſelf to be proclaim 
Qucen of Hungary and Bohemia, as well as Sovereign of 2! 
the Coumties belonging to her Auguſt Family, immediate 


after her Father's Death, which happened on the 20th « 


October 1740, and a few Days afterwards ſhe affociated the 
Grand Duke of Tu/cany her Huſband in the Government ef 
all her Dominions, under the Title of Co-Regent. Thus the 
Pragmatick Sanction ſeemed to have operated without Troubk 
or Diſpute ; and indeed upon her firſt Acceſſion, her Title 
were acknowledged by ſome of thoſe Powers, from whom 
ſhe had moſt Reaſon to expect and has ſince met with the 
greateſt Oppoſition. | 

The French King made at this Time no Difficulty of own- 
ing her; and he King of Pruſſia was fo far from queſtion- 
ing her Rights, as eſtabliſhed by the Pragmatick Sandticn, 


| that on the contrary, he made the ſtrongeſt Profeſſions & 


Friendſhip to her Majeſty, and of his earneſt Deſire to 
afliſt and ſupport her in the Poſſeſſion of all the Hereditary 
Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria. It has been alledged that 
there was very little Sincerity in this, and that it was the 
x allacy of this Declaration which occaſioned all the ſucceed- 
ing Diſputes. We have already ſet this in its true Light, and 
{hall only add here that his Prufian Majefty's Demands, tho 
they affected the Auſtrian Succeſſion, had nothing to do with 
the Pragmatick Sanction ; that at the ſame Time his Pruſin 
Majeſty attacked Siliſia, he declared his Readineſs to pertom 
his Guaranty, and, that it is very certain this was his Intereſt. 
The Queen herſelf, from the Moment ſhe aſcended the 
Throne, difplay'd all the Virtues y her Rank, agree. 
able to her Sex, and ſuitable to her Condition. She took 
Care to aſſemble the States of Hungary, Bohemia, and Aufm, 
as ſoon as it was poſſible; and it appeared from the Reſolu- 
tions taken in thoſe Aſſemblies, that ſhe reigned * hex 
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| -Molutly in the Affections of her Subjects, than over their 
perſons. Her Government was juſt, prudent, and gentle 3 
ber Behaviour firm, equal, and conſtant; but the Zeal of 
ber Subjects was boundlefs. She deſired a reaſonable Supply 
| {xr the Neceſſities of her Adminiftration, and they made her 
z ready Tender of their Lives and Fortunes. Leaving tt to 
| the Wiſdom of their Sovereign to ſettle as her Occaſions re- 
| quired, the Inſtances ſhe might expect of the Sincerity of 
| their Offers; and they complied with her Demands, when 
© known, with that Chearfulneſs and Alacrity, which ſhewed how 
much they were in earneſt, when they made thoſe warm 
profeffions of Duty. 
| de cauſed all her Troops to be compleated before any 
| Neceffity appeared for employing them, and it was to this 
wiſe Precaution that ſhe owed the Preſervation of her Do- 
minions; for it became quickly evident, that the Enemies 
of the Houſe of Auſtria were reſolved not to let flip this 
Occaſion of leſſening the ny that Family, and di- 
| {turbing 'the Peace of Germany. The fingle Error committed 
at this Time, was neglecting to compromiſe the Diſputes with 
Pruſſia, for if this would not have extinguiſhed the Rancour 
of other Powers, it would very probably 'have hindered its Ir- 
tion. 

e late Elector of Bavaria, a Prince of great Qualities 
| and greater Virtues, was ſo far miſled by his Ambition, as 
to form immediate Pretenſions on the Auſtrian Succeſſion, in 
Virtye of the Will of the Emperor Ferdinand IJ. made in the 
Year 1543; and of a Codicil added to that Will, dated the 
4th of February 1547, in favour of his eldeſt Daughter Arm, 
married to Albert of Bavaria. This Will was in the Nature 
of a Pragmatick Sanction; and not only the Spirit of that 
Inſtrument was clearly in Favour of the Queen of Hungary 
and Bohemia, but the very Letter of it gave her a prior 
Right to the Elector of Bavaria, if the Expreſſions therein 
were ſo to be underſtood, as to make the Will and Codicil 
conſiſtent with each other, and with the plain Intention of 
the Emperor to preſerve the Dominions of his Family en- 
tire, for the Sake of its Safety, Benefit, and Grandeur. 

At firſt it looked, as if the Elector of Bavaria alone 
meant to conteſt the Queen's Title, under the Pragmatick 
danction; but it very ſoon appeared, that he was not with- 
out Hopes of being ſupported by other Powers. While this 
Diſpute 'was confined only to Paper, the King of Pruſſia 
attacked Siga in the Manner before mentioned, purely, as he 
Leue out, to ſecure to himlelf what of Right belonged to tes 
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This Incident produced the War lately ended; for the Que 
of Hungary and Bohemia reſolving to defend her Territorit 
and looking upon this as an Infraction of the Pragmatic; 
Sanction, demanded on that Account, and in Virtue of the; 
Guaranty, the Aſſiſtance of her Allies. 

By the taking of this Step, an Opportunity was given {4 
the French to interfere; who had it always in their Inter. 
tion, tho' they were perplexed about the Manner of dechar- 
ing it, to ſupport the Claim of the Elector of Bavaria. Ki; 
Pruſſian Majeſty ſeeing himſelf expoſed to the Danger « 
loſing not ny what he had acquired by his ſudden I. 
ruption into S:lefia, but much more, if Fame ſpeaks Trut, 
reſolved at laſt to take that Step which hitherto he had de. 
clined ; and on the ſeventeenth of Auguſt 1741, concluded 
with France a Treaty, to which the Elector of Bavaria, and 
the King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, acceded. By which, 
it is ſaid, the following Agreement was made: viz. That 
the Kingdom of Bohemia, with Upper Au/tria and Tiral, ſhoull 
be given to the Elector of Bavaria; Upper Sileſia and Al. 
ravia to the EleCtor of Saxony; and Lower Sileſia, with the 
Town and Territory of Neiſs, and the City and County of 
Glatz, to the King of Pruſſia. 

As ſoon as this Agreement was made, the French 
to ſtir; and his Britannick Majeſty, in Quality of Elector 
of Hanover, having augmented his Forces, and ſhewn his 
Willingneſs to affiſt the — of Hungary, as he was bound 
by Treaty to do, tho' ſhe was then attacked only by the King 
of Pruſſia; the firſt Step that was taken by the new Allies 
was to put this out of his Power; in order to which, the 
French marched a great Army into Heſiphalia on one Side af 
the Electorate; and at the ſame Time his Pruſſian Majeſty 
aſſembled a numerous Body of Troops upon the Frontiers 
that Electorate on the other; which produced what it ws 
intended to produce, and which indeed it was impoſſible 2 
that Time it could fail of producing, a Treaty of Neutral 
for that Electorate for a ſmall Time only. 

Things at this Juncture looked as if the Allies muſt ne- 
ceſſarily have carried all before them; for the French, beſides 
their Army in eſiphalia, ſent another to the Aſſiſtance of the 
Elector of Bavaria, which enabled him to march dire 
into Auſtria, at the ſame Time that the Pruſſians and Sari 
were in the Field ready to execute what they had undertake, 
and thereby ſecure the Shares that had been allotted them ou 
of the Spoils of the Houſe of Auſtria, Her Majfty die 
Quecn of Hungary, in the mean Time, found it reviſit t 
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wo into hat Kingdom from Vienna, in Sight of which her 

a * now vet; but in the midif of this Diſtreſs, 

<> than which no Princeſs had felt a greater, ſhe preſerved her 

cir Prudence and Firmneſs of Mind, relying always on the Protection 
of the Almighty, and the Loyalty of her Subjects, Reſources 

for on which all good Princes may well depend. : 

en · 


The Application of the Allies to their Military. Operations, 
aid not hinder them from attending to another Point of equal 


Hi: Wi Conſequence, which was the Election of an Emperor. The 
of Queen of Hungary and her Allies intended to have ſet up 
I de Grand Duke of Tuſcany, as a Candidate for that high 
th, WF Dionity ; but it very quickly appeared that this would have 
de. been at that Conjuncture to little or no Purpoſe. 

ded The Eccleſiaſtical Electors were inclined to the Duke of Ba- 
and 


varia, one of them (viz. the Elector of Cologne) being his 


ould poland as Elector of Saxeny, was under the like Obligation; 
* the Elector Palatine had entered carly into theſe Meaſures; 
e 


and his Britannick 1 wa as Elector of Hanover, was oblig'd 


j of to act in the ſame Manner, by the Neutrality which he had 
concluded, for the Reaſons beforementioned. 

egen Thus the Election was ſecure: but the Allies not content- 
tor el with this, were reſolved that it ſhould be likewiſe unani- 
| his mous; and in order thereto, they ſuſpended the Vote of 
pund Bohemia, which tho* prejudicial to the Queen of Hungary's 
King Intereſt, was a tacit Acknowiadgintnt of her Right; ſince 
lies otherwiſe the Elector of Bavaria, now ſtiled King of Bohemia, 
; the BW night as well have voted for himſelf by that Title. This 
e of heme being well laid, was attended with all imaginable | 
jeſt ducceſs; for upon the 24th of January 1742, the EleQor 
d ef Bavaria was choſen Emperor at Frankfort, and crowned 
dere on the 13th of February following, by the Name of 
Ne 2 Charles VII. to the general Satisfaction of the Princes and 
ralit dates of Germany. | 

The Joy of the Allies on this Occaſion was very great, 
| rel but it was ſoon leſſened by the 'News of the Capitulation ot 
„ th Lintz, where 10,000 French and Bavarians had been ſur- 
0 0 rounded by the glorious Count Kevenhuller. This was fol. 
* lowed by a long Train of Succeſſes in Bavaria, by which 
2 tne Face of Affairs was ſoon changed, and the Queen re- 


tuned in Triumph to Vienna. In the Month of May the 
lame Year, was fought the famous Battle of Czaflaw, be- 


u r produced the Peace of 1 a 


Tha 


Brother; the King of Pruſſia as Elector of Brandenburgh, had 
engaged by Treaty to give him his Vote; the King of 


a en the Auſtrians and Prufſians, which about three Weeks 
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The French that were in Bohemia, having received feye-y 
conſiderable Checks, and being deſerted by the Pruſſian; and 
Saxons, from whom, however, they had firſt ſeparated; conti 
to all the Rules of Policy and War, ſhut themſelves up n 
Prague; from whence they afterwards made an happy Eſcape 
under the Command of Marſhal Helleiſie, with about one fourth 
Part of the Forces they had brought into Bohemia. A Circun. 
ſtance that in all Probability will deter them from venturing, 
at leaſt in our Times, to attempt the carrying into Execy. 
tion Schemes of ſuch vaſt Extent as theſe, which are alwa; 
liable to Diſappointments ; and in which Diſappeintments a 
not barely fatal but irreparable. 

The ſucceeding Year, viz. 1743, was no lefs glorious ts 
the Queen of Hungary and her Allies. The Spaniard; hai 
invaded the Auſtrian Dowladons in Italy, his Catholick Ma. 
jeſty Philip V. claiming the whole Succeſſion of the House 
of Auſtria, without ſo much as any plauſible Pretence, and 
in direct Breach of the ſeveral Treaties concluded by himſelf 
with the late Emperor Charles VI. at Vienna, as well as his 
ſolemn Guaranty of the Pragmatick Sanction. 

But the Queen of Hungary, with the Aſſiſtance of her un- 
alterable Ally the King of Sardinia, defeated all the Attempt; 
of the Duke De Montemar, one of the greateſt and moſt for. 
tunate Generals (before this Time) in the Spaniſh Service; and 
after he was recalled, the Field-Marſhal Count Traun defeats, 
or at leaſt repulſed, his Succeſſor, the Count De Gages, 1 
Campo Santo. Prince Charles of Lorrain, in the latter End 
of April beat the Imperialiſts and French at Braunau; and on 
the 16th of June, his Britannict Majeſty gained the famous 
Battle of Dettingen, which forced the French to think in earneſt 
of abandoning Germany. 

In 1744, the French and Spaniards were worſted in Ital, 
and Prince Lobiewwitz drove the Latter into the Kingdom of 
Naples, and block'd up his Sicthan Majeſty, the Count Dt 
Gages, and their Forces, in Veletri. Prince Charles of Lirrain 
paſſed the Mine, and drove the French before him in Aſas, 
till recalled by a new Irruption of the Pruſſians into the 
Kingdom of Bohemia, from whence he ſoon cxpell'd them 
with very great Loſs on their Side. 

In 1745 a new Treaty was made with his Pruſſian Ma 
jeſty ; and the Emperor Charles VII. dying of a broken Hear, 
the Queen of Hungary and Bohemia compromiſed all Diffe- 
rences with the young Elector of Bavaria, his Son and Sue. 
ceſſor, by the Treaty of Fueſſen; and on the 15th of Stem 
ber, her Conſort Francis Grand Duke of Tuſcany and Zorrah 

Ws 
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elected Emperor at Frankfort, and crowned on the 4th 
| of October follow! ng: | Fonts, 

In the Progreſs of this glorious War, Munich the Capital 
| of Bavaria had been thrice taken by the Auſtrians ; the City 


© Enemy, the French entirely driven out of Germany, and in 
| the Courſe of this Year out of Itah; the Au/trians and Pied. 
| menteſe penetrated likewiſe into Provence; ſo that the Seat of War 
vas removed from the Gates of YViewna and Turin, into the 
© moſt fruitful Provinces of France; and the Republick of Genoa, 
| that took Part with the Enemy, was now reduced to lie abſolutcly 
at the Mercy of the Empreſs Queen, who was alſo Miſtreſs 
of the Dominions of the Duke of Modena, and had it in 
der Power to conquer thoſe of the King af the Two Stcilies 
| whenever ſhe pleaſed. | 

| But as nothing is more uncertain than the Events of War 
in the Year 1747 Affairs began to run retrograde in 1taly; 
and the Succeſſes of the common Enemy, which had already 
rendered them Maſters of a great Part of the Auſtrian Low 
Cuumries, ſtill continued, notwithſtanding all the Meaſures that 
vere taken to prevent them. The Revolt of the City of 
Cg in the preceding Winter, was the principal Cauſe of 
all the Misfortunes that happened on that Side. At firſt this 


Nobility and the Republick pretending to adhere to the Ca- 
pitulation they had made with the Marquis 4e Botta; but when 


Occaſion exerted themfelves with all the Vigour imaginable, 
und at length ſent the Duke de Boufflers to command their 
Forces in that wa it was no longer neceſſary to retain the 
Maſk ; and thetefore the Genoeſe, without either Scruple ot 
Ceremony, reſumed their former Sentiments, and not only 
ated offenſively againſt the Inperialiſis, but attacked them 
whenever Occaſion offered, with inexpreflible Fury. 
It was to this Situation of Things that the Diſappointment 
n Provence was chiefly owing, for tho General Count Brown 
tained himſelf in that Country all the Winter, yet it 
rs not without Difficulty ; and tho? the very important For- 
rels of Savena ſurrendered to the King of Sardinia, and by 
Wording him a fafe Port and a ſttong Place, enabled that 
ance to fend fr- quent Supplies to his own and the Imperial 
roops that had entered France, and 2 the 
ands upon the Coaſt wete reduced; yet Count Brown found 
mpracticable to extend his Conqueſts, or even to reduce 
"tibes for want of a * of Artillery, and a neceſſary 


2 Quantity 


of Prague the Capital of Bohemia, twice recovered from the 


as aſcribed entirely to the Madneſs of the Populace, the 


they were powerfully ſupported by the French, who upon this 
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Quantity of Military Stores, before the French were in a Cop. 
dition to act offenſively. Marſhal Belleifle who commands 
their Forces on that Side, benaved with all the Military Ski 
and Caution poſſible, and did not attempt any thing of Cons. 
quence, till he had acquired ſuch a Superiority of Force, a; re. 
dered it utterly impoſitble for Count Brown to think of vent. 
ing an Engagement, in which, if he had had the word, ; 
would not only have been deciſive, with Reſpect to the At 
my he commanded, but muſt have ruined the Affairs of ltaly en. 
tirely. He therefore very wiſely choſe to make a timely an! 
prudent Retreat, and having raiſed the Siege of Antilen n. 
paſſed the Yar in the Sight of a much ſuperior Army, wit. 
out any Loſs either of Troops or of Credit. 

In the mean time the Imperial Army in Tray under th 
Command of Count Schulembergh, formed the Siege of Gen, 
in which he was greatly aſſiſted by the Engliſb Fleet, which 
had alſo contributed as far as could be expected to the $uz- 
port of Count Brown, while he remained in Provence, Br 
the Genoeſe, prompted by Neceſſity and Deſpair, and at t 
ſame Time thoroughly ſupported by France, who will |: 
always ſollicitous for the Safety of her Allies, when upon th 
alone her own Security depends, defended themſelves ſo obſtinate- 
ly, that when Marſhal Belleiſie paſſed the Yar, and advance 


again into the County of Nice, the Imperialiſts found them- 


ſelves obliged to retire, that they might provide againk thu 
double Invaſion which the Enemy meditated, and which, 5 
{hall be elſewhere ſhewn, was happily defeated. 

The Campaign this Year in the Low Countries, tho' i 
promiſed fair at the Beginning, and ſome plauſible Hopes ther: 
were that Antwerp would have been recovered, was very ut: 
fortunate in its Concluſion. The French King in Por 
commanded his Army, and had under him thoſe two gw 
Officers who owe their Fame and Fortune to that War, a:! 
to the Manner in which they conducted it, having tle AG 
dreſs to procure by the King's Preſence ſuch an extract. 
nary Attention to all their Demands, as ſeldom fails to 1t: 
der an Army victorious. They had already ruined tlic Bure, 
and not only taken but deſtroyed thoſe important Hortide 
which had been conſidered as the Bulwark of the Impetis 
and Dutch Territories, and in that Light were likewiſe held 6 
the higheſt Conſequence to Great Britain. "They now t 
directly upon the Dutch Territories, and having gain = 
Advantage over the Allics in the Battle of Maeſtricht, forme! 
the Siege of Bergen-op-Z oom, and with a prodigious E-xpence 
of Men, , as well as by improving the fatal M;taxc 1 
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7 the Conduct of the Dutch Officers, made themſelves Maſters 
ol that ſtrong Place, and thereby gave ſuch a Turn to Af- 
bits on that Side, as made a Peace very deſirable. 


There had been a Negotiation for that Purpoſe at Breda, 


in which however it did not appear that the Houſe of Beur- 
er was much in earneſt. But notwithſtanding this, towards the 
Code of this Year, the Courts of Verſailles and Madrid ſeemed to 
change their Sentiments, and finding all their Efforts for dividing 
the Allies and making a ſeparate Peace ineffectual, they began to 
E think in Re: 1:ty of reſtoring the general Tranquility, which was 
nom become to the full as requiſite for them, as for thoſe whom 
rey had forced into a bloody and expenſive War, in ſupport 
| of publick Faith and the Liberties of Europe. Before theſe 


p:cihcK Meaſures could be put into a regular Train, it was 


| requiſite to provide for the Continuance of the War in ſuch 
Manner, as that the Houſe of Bourbon might perceive, that 
| the Houſe of Aiſiria and her Allies were in a Condition to 
inſiſt upon reaſonable Terme, and to expect that this ruinous 
and expenſive War ſhould not end in a precarious and ill- 


concerted Paci fication. 
With this View a Convention was ſigned for aſſembling a 


| formidable Army in the Low Countries, which might procure 
| Time for a Body of Ruſſiun Auxiliaries to make the long March 


neceſſary before they could arrive at the Scene of Action, 
and afford thereby a moral Certainty of putting a Stop to the 
Trench Conqueſts, or even giving a new Turn to Affairs on 
the Side where they had hitherto gone worſt, and where any 
Turn once given muſt have thrown the Concerns of the Houſe 
of Baurlon into the greateſt Confuſion. But notwithſtanding 
this Convention, the French knew how to profit by their 
immediate Superiority, and taking the Field earlier than c6uld 
be expected, by a lucky Temerity inveſted the Fortreſs of 
Maeftricht before the Allies were in a Condition to offer them 
Battle, Affairs in Italy however were more upon an Equality, 
and tao' the Duke de Richlien commanded the Succours of 
the Houſe of Bourbon in the Room of the Duke of Bouffler s, 
winch were very conſiderably reinforced, yet the Imperial Ge- 
Herals in Italy threatened the Dominions of Gena with ano- 
ther Invaſion, and that Capital with a freſh Siege. Tt is true 
that Marſhal Belleifle on one Side made ſuch Diſpoſitions in 
the County of Nice, as ſeemed to foretell a freſh Irruption into 
the Sardinian Territories; and on the other, the Motions of 
his Sicthan Majeſty's Troops on his Frontiers looked as if 
he was inclined to aſſiſt the Genoeſe ; but then his Sardinian 
and 
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and there were juſt Reaſons to believe that the King of Vn | 
would hardly commit another Breach of that Neutral, © the B. 


which had with ſome Difficulty been obtained for his Don. with! 


nions by the Intereſt of his Poliſb Majeſty. fre! 

The Negotiations for a general Peace, were opened a5 eg the Pi 
as the Campaign, at Aix-la-Chapelle; and tho the Houſe 5 WF with 
Bourbon and its Allies had not acknowledged the Emperor in WF ficult! 
that Quality, and for this Reaſon oppoſed the admitting n to tec 
Imperial Miniſter at Breda; yet now that Scruple was 1; | partic 
longer inſiſted upon, and the Count & Kaunitz Rittherg n 60 4 
Quality of Miniſter Plenipotentiary from her Imperial M. 
jeſty, aſſiſted at this Congreſs; to which the Earl of anl. 
wich was ſent on the Part of the King of Great Britain, 
the Count de Chavannes for the King of Sardinia, and Coun 
Bentinck, with four other Plenipotentiaries, from the Stats; 
his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty entruſted the Care of hi 


Intereſts with the Count de St. Severin d' Arragen; the Ple. Th 
nipotentiary of his Catholick Majeſty was Don N de Stt Court 
Major; and the Duke of Modena and the Republick of C een 
ſent their Plenipotentiaries alſo. Things went very leiſure} from 
at firſt, but the Siege of Macſtricht being . puſhed in a vey Peace 
extraordinary Manner by Marſhal Saxe, who is faid to hae WF 98 
flattered himſelf with the Hopes of over- running Holland be. n E 
tore the Ruſſians (notwithſtanding the Expedition of thei pence 
March) could join the Allies; quickened the Pace of the adher 
Plenipotentiaries, and that to ſuch a Degree as to produce th Worn 
Plan of a general Peace under the Title of Preliminarie, giving 
which were ſigned very unexpectedly April the 3oth 1748, eſpec1 
* S. by the Plenipotentiaries of France, Great Britain, and upon 
Holland, to which their reſpective Allies thought proper ſoon in th 
after to accede. didly 

There were indeed ſome Exceptions taken at the Manner pear 
in which this great Aﬀair was concluded, as well as to the al! 
Matter of the Preliminarics ; but upon the whole, as the Ne. her t 
ceſſity of this Meaſure at that Juncture excuſed the former, (i "ar 
fo the Advantages that were we 0s from the reſtoring pud- indep 
lick r were in the End judged 2, ſufficient Equ- dards 
valent for the latter ; and therefore the Negotiations of Peace tat 
proceeded, and a Ceſſation immediately took Place in the Lt peria 
Countries, as the March of the Ruſſian Auxiliaries, who h A 
75 Time had reached the Frontiers of the Empire, ws "ug 
ikewiſe ſuſpended. In Jtah, by the Dilatorineſs of the C. * 
woeſe, ariſing from ſome Cauſe hitherto concealed, the Ope- 2 
rations of the War went on, till that Republick found ſufficien: i 


Reaſon to repent her languid Manner of acting, and to cha 


1991 


we Benefit of thoſe Preliminaries which ſhe ſeemed to accept 
* vith Reluctancy; in this Situation Things continued for about 
tre Months, notwithſtanding ſome Impatience expreſſed by 
tte Publick, for the 3 a Bleſſing which they expected 
F with fo much Ardour. 

F Fculties there were to get over, what a Variety of Intereſts 
do reconcile, and how hard it muſt have been to make the 


et if we conſider how many Dif- 


particular Schemes of certain Courts bend and give Way 


bo a general Syſtem calculated for the common Advantage, 
ye ſhall rather wonder at their Expedition than entertain a Doubt 
tut any Time was loſt. The Definitive Treaty was ſigned 
Ohler the 18th 1748, and was concluded in the fame Man- 
ner with the Preliminaries, that is to ſay, France, Great Bris 
| tain, and Holland were the only 8 Parties, and the 
| (oft of the Powers at War acceded thereto. 


This Method proved very agreeable to the Sentiments of the 


Court of Vienna, where, notwithſtanding all that had been 
| ſuffered by the War, and all the Evils that were to be feared 
| from the, Continuance of it, the Sacrifices to be made by this 
| Peace made it reliſh but indifferently. It was particularly 


thought hard, that as the Peace itſelf was to be purchaſed by 


| an Eſtabliſhment for the Royal Infant Don Philip, at the Ex- 


pence of the Empreſs Queen, ſhe ſhould alſo be obliged to 
adhere to thoſe Ceſſions that were made by the Treaty (f 
Merm purely to avoid this Neceſſity, and to prevent the 
giving any ſuch Equivalent. But tho' at firſt Sight, and more 
eſpecially upon the View of a certain Paper made publick 
upon this —— there ſeems to be great | ola and Weight 
in this Objeftion ; yet, when thoroughly weighed and can- 
didly confidered, it will not perhaps to impartial Judges ap- 
pear ſo concluſive as to induce an Opinion, that her Impe- 
tial Majeſty departed in the leaſt either from her Dignity or 
her true Intereſt in complying with it. For 2s to . ſta- 
blinment, the real Expediency of granting it was altogether 
independent of the Treaty of Morms, ſo far as regarded his 
Sardinian 1 to whom certain Ceſſions were made by 
that Treaty, and who was to ſuffer by this as well her Im- 
perial Majeſty on the other Lide; his 1 Majeſty bav- 
ing complied with his Sti pulations in that Treaty, and 
this Means contributed to the great Succeſſes in Italy, had 
from thence a very clear Title to the Advantages derived 
to him from that Treaty, more eſpecially when it is con- 
ldered how dee ly his Dominions had ſuffered during the 
Courſe of the War, into which he had entered from a Prin- 
ofle of publick Spirit, and out of which he might at any 
04 Tune 
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Time have extricated himſelf with equal, not to ſay greg 
Advantages, than he was to reap by this Definitive Treaty. 

But having now deduced Things as low as can be . 
pected in this Chapter, we ſhall conclude it by taking a ſpon 
View of the Alterations made by this Definitive Treaty, 
reſpect to the Poſſeſſions of the Empreſs Queen, and the Ad. 
vantages in conſideration of which thoſe Alterations were 14. 
mitted ; for this being done, we ſhall have a diſtinct 1 
of the preſent State of the Houſe of Auſtria, with Reſped t 
its Power and Influence, and be from thence in a het 
Condition to judge of its true Intereſts in Time to come, 
In the firſt Place then we are to obſerve, that by the twenty-ſecond 
Article of the Definitive Treaty, the Dutchy of Siliſa and the 
County of Glatz are guarantyed to his Pruffian Majeſty by 
all the contracting Parties; which however is not to be 
conſidered as an original Conceſſion by this Treaty, but 2 
a Confirmation of what had been yielded to him by be 
Imperial Majeſty in former Treaties, and more eſpecially by 
that of Dreſden. By the thirteenth Article, her Imperial Majefy 
ſtipulates to reſtore to his Serene Highneſs the Duke of A 
denn, the Fiefs he poſſeſſes in the Kingdom of Hungary; which 
is. alſo no new Conceſſion, but a bare Reſtitution of whit 
her Imperial Majeſty had ſeized, upon that Prince's enterin; 
ints a War againſt her. By the twelfth Article, her Majcky 
confirms to the King of Sardinia the Ceſſions formerly made 
him, as well as thoſe granted by the Treaty of Worms in the 
Year: 1743 ; and this likewiſe is no new Conceſſion by the 
Definitive Treaty, but a Confirmation of what was yielded 
before. 
In the thirteenth and fourteenth Articles, her Imperial 
Majeſty conſents to reſtore the Dutchy of Modena and al 
its 838 to the Duke its lawful Sovereign; and un- 
dertakes to give the ſame Prince Satisfaction for his Rights 
to certain allodial Eſtates in the Dutchy of Gua/talla; and 
all theſe except the laſt are barely Reſtitutions, as is lb 
what is farther ſtipulated in the ſame Articles with Reſpect to 
the Republick of Ger9a. But in the ſeventh Article, her 
Imperial Majeſty makes an entire Ceſſion of the Dutchics 
of Parma, Placentia, and Guaſtalla to the Infant Don Phil, 
to be held by him and the Heirs Male of his Body born 
in Marriage, till ſuch Time as he or his Deſcendants tal 
gain the Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, or cf 
Spain, when thoſe Dutchies are to revert to their former Pol- 
ſeſſors, and conſequently except what was formerly granted to 


his Sardinian Majeſty, to the Empreſs Queen or to her De- 
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b 4:nts, This is the great, one may ſay the only Conceſlion, 
J that for the Sake of Peace and the Reſtitution of the great 
Tous, ſtrong F ortreſſes, and large Diſtricts that had been taken 


| fom her in the Low Countries, her Imperial Majeſty has made. 


How far theſe Ceſſions infringe the Settlement of the Au- 
„an Territories by the Pragmatick Sanction, and in what 


Desree the Loſs of them affects the Power of the Houſe of 
 {u/iria in Jtaly, will be ſhewn in another Place; let us ob- 
ſcrre at preſent, that theſe Ceſſions are but temporary, and 
F tat the fame Guarantees which ſecure the Eſtabliſhment of 
* the Royal Infant Don Philip, ſecure likewiſe the Reverſion 
| of this Eſtabliſhment to the Empreſs Queen, or to her Heirs ; 
ve may likewiſe venture to aſſert, without pretending to the 
| Gift of Prophecy, that the recovering the Poſſeſſion of thoſe 
Countries will be then effected without involving Europe in 


E a new War. 


As to the Advantages which ariſe to her Imperial Majeſty 


and her Auguſt Houſe, from the Definitive Treaty of Aix la 
| Chapelle, we are firſt to reckon the Acknowledgment of his 
| Imperial Majeſty in that Quality, tho? ſtrictly ſpeaking this was 
an Effect of the Preliminaries ; we may next give place to the 
E ſccond Article, by which the Treaties of Męſiphalia, Nimeguen, 
| Ryſwick, Utrecli, Baden, the Quadruple Alliance, and the T 2 
of Vienna, are renewed. By the ſixth Article it is ſtipulated, 
that all the Conqueſts made by the French in Flanders ſhould 
be reſtored ; and by the twenty-firſt Article, the Pragmatick 
| dantion made by the late Emperor Charles VI. April 19th 
E 1719, is ſolemnly guarantied by all the contracting Parties, 
| except in the Alterations made by the Definitive Treaty itſelf. 


Un the whole therefore it appears, that conſidering the very 


high Demands made at the breaking out of the War, the very 


formidable Alliance by which thoſe extraordinary Demands 


| were ſupported, and the Backwardneſs ſhewn by ſeveral Powers 


(excluſive of thoſe who actually attacked the Queen of Hun- 
garj ) to maintain their Guaranties of the Pragmatick Sanction, 
that the Power of the moſt auguſt Houſe of Au/tria has 


not ſuffered any conſiderable Diminution ; and if we rc 


fect upon procuring the Imperial Crown for the Grand Duke 
of Tuſcany, and the conciliating the Affections of the Hun- 
larian Nation, we ſhall run no Hazard of being refuted if 


ue afſert, that its Luſtre and Credit are rather augmented 


than diminiſhed. | 
It will paſs with ſome for a high Piece of Imprudence to 


[add any thing farther upon this Subject; but as the profeſſed 


Dclign of this Work is to ſhew, that human Prudence alone 
| | is 
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is very capable of penctrating, in ſome Degree, into fue 
Events, we will adventure to own it is in our Opinion hip, 
probable, that the Eftabliſhment of the Houſe of Aitria wii 
within the Compaſs of the preſent Age, grow more ſolid, ad 
become more firmly rooted, than it has been eſteemed in gu 
Times; and will conſequently have a ſtronger Influence, 2 ' 
muſt always retain the ſame Intereſt in ſupporting the Bulzn:. 
of Power in Europe, upon which its Fame and Authority 
and, what is ſtill more, its Safety, will ever depend. In ſaying 
this, we oolige ourſelves to aſſign the Reaſons of this Opinion; 
for in political Treatiſes nothing is to be aſſerted from Motive: 
that muſt be concealed : Such as predict Things from the; 
Knowledge of what was formerly ſtiled Occult Philosoph, 
claimed a Privilege of this ſort ; but no ſuch Claim will cn. 
be put in by one who either is, or believes himſelf to be: 
Politician, 

There are then three Cauſes that have led us to this Aſſr. 
tion; we will ſtate them freely and fairly, and then leave the 
Reader to approve or cenſure them as he thinks fit. In the 
firſt Place, it 15 highly likely that the Guaranties contained in 
the Definitive Treaty will be punctually performed, and that 
for many Reaſons ; let us mention only a few: The Breach cf 
good Faith in that reſpect was attended with ſuch fatal Con- 
ſequences in the laſt War, that it will teach the Stateſmen in 
all Courts and Countries, to diſcern that nothing great or good 
can flow from ſuch a Conduct. The Parties are reciprocal 
intereſted, and any Chicanery upon one Point of the Gu- 
ranty would afford a Precedent fatal to the whole; and there- 
fore tho' there may be Courts not over tender of the Concerns 
of their Neighbours, they will nevertheleſs be unwilling to 
take ſuch Meaſures as may be dangerous to their own. It i; 
not improbable that certain Powers, whoſe Good-will in the 
Performance of their Stipulations there is moſt Reaſon to 
ſulpect, may have the firſt Occaſion to recur to the general Gu 
rarity in this Treaty, for their own Security. More might be 
advanced upon this Subject, but, to the Intelligent, what has 
been already faid will be ſufficient. 

The ſecond Cauſe is this, That their Imperial Miajeftics hate 
a numerous Iſſue, and as theſe Princes and Princeſſes grow up, 
they will certainly contract Alliances by Marriages, that can 
not but ſtrengthen the Power of the Houſe of Aiſtria excect: 
ingly ; and this is fo fair a Proſpect, that whoever confiders it 
attentively, and compares it with the different View in which 
that auguſt Houſe was conſidered from the Beginning ef tit 
preſent Century, as well as with the Light in which * 
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Houſe at preſent ſtands ; whoever, I ſay, coolly and attentively 


| contemplates this, cannot fail of percciving, that we have not 


neſſed at random. 
The third Cauſe is, the Diſcovery that this laſt War has 
made of the real and inherent Strength derived to this illuſtri- 


ous Family from its hereditary Domizaons, and the new Turn. 


that this has given to the Politicks of the Court of Vienna, 


| where no longer regarding tne antiquated Maxims of thoſe 


who would make ti e Cuſtoms of former Ages, whether rea- 


| (able or not, the Laws of the preſent, it is now thought 


ncceflary to employ Men in the Cabinet for their Abilitics, for 
their _— Virtues in the Field, and for their eminent Inte- 
enches of Juſtice, where the Picty of their Impe- 


and where their own Examples, in Point of Virtue, Vigilance 


and Clemency, merit the univerſal Approbation and Applauſe 
| of their Subjects, and ſeem to have attracted the Bleſſing of 
| God upon their Counſels, and that in a Degree very conſpi- 
cuous even to the People of this Age, who amongſt all their 


Foilies, are not juſtly chargeable with Credulity, at leaſt upon 


this Head. 


After ſo ample Detail as this, of the Hiſtory of the Houſe of 


| Auſtria, from the Time of its becoming poſſeſſed of the Im- 


perial Scepter, down to the preſent, we are next, accord- 
ing to our Plan, to conſider its Intereſts ; and theſe will fall 
naturally under five ſeveral Heads. The Firſt, in regard to 


| the Imperial Dignity, ſo happily reſtored to this auguſt Fa- 
| mily ; and what we have to ſay upon this Head, may be re- 


+ within a very narrow Compaſs. As it is the Intereſt of 
the Princes and States of the Empire, for preſerving a Bu!- 


uark againſt the Infidels, a proper Ballance of Po al 

wer againſt 
Sw, and the Tranquility of Germany, to continue the 
| "preme Power in this Family; fo on the other Hand, it is 
certainly the Intereſt of the Houſe of Auſtria, while poſſeſs'd 


A the Imperial Dignity, to maintain the Freedom and In- 


(cpendence of the Empire, together with the Privileges and 


Inmunities of all its Members. 


This Conduct can alone ſec 
| 115 Col cure to that Houſe the 8 it 
the Empire upon all Occaſions, and which though gage 


ener. Politicians may poſſibly conſider as a Thing. 
3 Shew than Con equence, yet it may become of 
1 Efficacy and Importance. For as the Interefis 
3 + ary and Empire are always the ſame, fo if they 
58 intly ard fam'y united, it is very evident that 

ds Body would be always an Equal, if not an 


Over- 
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Over- match for France, without the Aſſiſtance of any tr 
Power whatever. 

A gentle and mild Adminiſtration therefore, that may ces. 
ciliate the Hearts of the German Princes, ſo as to bring tt, 
to juſt and warm Sentiments of their own Intereſt, will 1, 
the moſt eaſy and expeditious Means cf inducing them ty 
confide in and pay a proper Reſpect and Duty to the Ila 
of the Empire, will detach them from France, and from ever; 
other Foreign Power, none of which ever had or can ha! 
any Influence over them, but from their real or imagine, 
Apprehenſions of the Ambition and Power of the Hou: d 
Arttria. 

This once removed, the Emperor would become the greg. 
eſt and moſt formidable Prince in Europe, that is, 2 
in a defenſive Light, if attacked without Reaſon or 


xn 


Provocation, and would therefore be revered by his Newt, . 


bours, inſtead of being dependent upon them; and be Cat 
ble of protecting his Allies, without ever being under the Ne 
ceſſity of ſeeking beyond the Limits of German: V for 2 
Aſſiſtance. At preſent, this will to many appear a Nod: ing 
very ſtrange and improbable ; but to ſuch as examine car 
fully and attentively, it muſt ſeem very juſt and reafonab!, 
and at the ſame Time no leſs eaſy and practicable. 

The Emperor by his Prerogative has many Opportuniti 
to benefit and oblige moſt of "the Princes and States cf te 
Empire, and can always defend and protect them. This Powe: 
therefore, wiſely and feaſonably exerted, may ſuffice to bir, 
about all that I alledge might be expected from it in the mer 
Time I defire it may be underſtood, that I do not * 
ſolutely, but conditionally. J do not ſay this will, but # 

rm only that it ay very well happen, of which the Res er 
muſt be convinced when bo has read and conſider'd what wt 
have to offer in Relation to the Kingdom of Hungary. 


The next Point that claims our Regard, is the [Intereſt cf 


the Houle of Auſlria, as a Member of the Germanich Bc. 
As to this it 1s apparent, that her Power is already ſufficicit 
ly great, and that it cannot be for her Advantage to cid: 
vour to increaſe it at the Expence of her Neighbours, which 


indeed is the ſole Thing that has hitherto turned, or can 2 


any Time turn to her Prejudice. While ſhe remains {at 


fed with her Poſſeſſions, and forms no Pretenſions upon ti! 


Dominions of others, it is highly probable, that as the Vs 
is now over, ſhe may find her Neighbours diſpoſed to 1's 


with her upon- Terms of Friendſhip and Reſpect. 
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If the is ever inclined to enlarge her Territories, it ought 
in be thoſe that lie without the Empire, and even this muſt 
he done with very great Caution ; for at preſont there is 
(ch a Spirit of Jealouſy in all Powers, that they cannot with 
107 patience fee Wife made, which increaſe the Strength 
of their Neighbours, and conſequently alter that Proportion 
between them, upon which they conceive their own Safety in a 
-reat Meaſure depends. Yet the Houſe of Aulria may, with- 
out any Hazard, augment her real and internal Force, while 
ſhe is content to preſerve the antient Limits of her Dominions. 
Almoſt all her Hereditary Countries are capable of great Im- 
provements 3 the Kingdom of Bohemia, and the Provinces that 
border on the Adriatic more eſpecially. | 

The reviving of Trade in theſe Parts, and encouraging the 
mutual Commerce of the Subjects in all her Dominions, 
might render the Empreſs Queen a much richer, and conſc- 
quently a more powerful Sovereign than ſhe is at preſent. 
Some of thoſe Nations that in the late War were famous for 
furniſhing her Armies with Irregulars, are known to have a 
great Turn for Trade; and if properly encouraged, would not 
fail of rendering her as eſſential Services in Peace as in War. 
The only Check in this RefpeEt, that hitherto has hindcr'd 
their Genius from appearing, is the Want of Religious Liberty ; 
fince it muſt be owned the Houſe of Auſtria has in ſome Meaſure 
picqued itfelf on a Zeal for the Popiſh Faith, that bordered upon 
Bigotry : And yet through the Courle of the two laſt Wars, 
the Court of Rome has been ſo far from making any proper 
Returns, that ſhe has actually ſhewn a manifeſt Partiality in 


| Favour of the Houſe of Bourbon. 


Any Relaxation in this Kind, ariſing from the Gratitude of 


| the Court of Vienna, would have wonderful Effects, for it could 


not fail of rendering all the Countries under her Obedience more 


| populous, and conſequently more rich and fruitful than. they 
| are at preſent, Neither ought this Liberty of Conſcience to 
extend only to the Lutherans and the Reformed, but to the 


Members of the Greet Church, to the Moravians, and indeed 


| to Chriſtians in general; for this would draw Multitudes out of 
| the Turkiſh Nominions into thoſe of the Houſe of Auſtria, and 
contribute at once to ſtrengthen the Hands of the Empreſs, and 
to weaken thoſe of her Enemies. 


As Sovereigns of Hungary, the Houſe of Auftria is extremely 


| powerful ; and it is with great Pleaſure we can obſerve her pre- 

| ſent Majeſty has taken ſuch Meaſures, as ought to be a Rule to 
al her Succeſſors. On the 25th of June 1741, ſhe was 
| Kowned at Preſbourg with all the Ceremonies uſual in that 
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Kingdom, having firſt confirmed to the Proteſtants the (ty, 
Enjoyments of all their Rights with regard to Religion, 2 
agreed to the Capitulation drawn up by the Diet, of which 
the following were the chief Articles. 

I. That the Kingdom ſhall never be without a Palztire, 
and that after the Death of the Veldt-Marſhal Count Pa, thy 
Diet ſhall be convoked in order to chuſe one out of the fou 


Perſons that the Queen ſhall propoſe. 


II. That in cafe the Queen dies (Which God forbid) befer 


the young Arch-Duke is out of his Minority, the Palatine (hal 


be his Guardian in this Kingdom. | 

III. That the Employments in this Realm ſhall be given 1 
none but Hungarians. 

IV. That ſuch of the Nobleſſe as have purchaſed Eftatcs ci 
Peaſants (or Roturiers) which only are liable to be charge 
with Impoſts, ſhall pay none for the ſaid Eſtates. 

It was by theſe Conceſſions, and by the moſt gracious and 


: 3 Speeches on all Occaſions publick and private, that 


er Majeſty, while ſhe remained in that Kingdom, changet 
the Face of it entirely, and procured ſuch Succours from thence, 
as enabled her to make head againſt all her Enemies: Neither 
was it for once, or from a ſudden and paffionate Expreſſion 
their Affection and Loyalty, moved by the Goodneſs and the 
Diſtreſs of the Queen, that this Aſſiſtance was received; but it 
continued through the War as conſtant and regular as her Oc- 
caſions required, to the juſt and immortal Honour of that brave 
and generous Nation. 

We have already pointed out in the Courſe of this Hiſtory, 
the ſad Condition of this Country in former Reigns, and the 
mean Opinion her Imperial Majeſty's Grandfather had of the 
Fidelity and Power of the Hungarians, when he affirmed that 
he had ſpent more in defending them than their Kingdom w3 
worth; and which if it did not belong to him as a Conquerot, 
ought to be reputed his as a Purchaſer, as much as any of hi 
hereditary Dominions. Notions inſpired no doubt by Jeſuit 
and ſclf-intereſted Stateſmen, who had nothing in view but to 
make their court to his Imperial Majeſty by a falſe Shew of Zeal 
for his Family, at the ſad Expence of a gallant and loyal, but 
then dejected and oppreſſed Nation: A Nation equally el. 

ſed to continual Invaſions from Infidels abroad, to the ſubti 

ntrigues of falſe Patriots, and the baſe Complacency of fall 
Courtiers at home. 

But the preſent Queen, when except this, ſhe had ſcarce a 

ether Territories left, was able to draw from it Refou.© 


fufficient for the Recovery of all the reſt: And thence to _ 
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dite to all the World, that it is not an abſolute Prince, but a 
| Prince governing a free People according to their own Laws, 
that is the moſt powerful, the moſt formidable, the moſt 


ich Wl Maſter of the Lives and Fortunes of his or her Subjects. We 
| unnot therefore doubt that the ſame Maxims will for the future 

ine) be purſued 3 in confequence of which, from being thought the 

oy eat confiderable, Hungary will from henceforth be reputed one 
Our 


e moſt potent Monarchies in Europe, 

t may not be amiſs to obſerve in this Place, it was from that 
unexpected Support the Empreſs received from the People of 
I lurgary, ſuch an additional Weight has been thrown into the 
Cale of the Houſe of Auſtria, as none of our Politicians have 
| duly conſidered, and which notwithſtanding ought to be looked 
upon as one of the molt ſingular Events produced by the late 
War. In all Probability it has been the real Cauſe why the Turks 


arge be never attempted to interfere, or to give the leaſt Diſturbance 
ber Imperial Majeſty, though continually prompted to it by 
ö France, They ſaw that the Union which reigns in that 
that Country between the Sovereign and her Subjects, has reſtored 
inge the ancient Vigour of the Hungarian Militia ſo that if a 


10 War ſhould happen, the Hungarians alone would be able to 
eue make head againſt their whole Force, and perhaps make ſome 


ry Impreſſion on the Ottoman Empire itſelf, at a time when from 
* . Diforders in the Adminiſtration of the Government, its Cre- 


- Oc. tand Forces are.equally weak. 
e Bcfides, even in regard to France, the State of Things is 
very much changed, in confequence of the Alteration that hap- 
| pened in Hungary; for when at a very ſmall Expence, the 
French kept up a Malcontent Party there, which was al- 
| ways ſure of private Support, if not of open Countenance 
tom the Turks, they were ſecure of a Diverſion on that Side; 
and have ſometimes carried this ſo far as to bring ſome of the 
| bold Irregulars, who now ſerve with ſo much Reputation in 
| the Imperial Armies, as hoſtile Plunderers into the Suburbs of 


Ns e, A wonderful and happy Change this ! from a divided, 
— Ulcontented and diſtracted, to a united, loyal, and well- 
(7 principled People; from being the Terror, to become the 


Protectors of the Auſtrians ; from being ſcarce ſeen in, to 


al, but : . f 
„ ke, as they now do, fo great a Figure in their Armies. 
Nb In ſhort, this Advantage, which has been the Reſult of the 


| War juſt concluded may, be confidered as ſome Equivalent for 
the Danger and Expence of it. 


Ide Houſe of Auſtria is alſo to be regarded as one of the 
kereſt Powers in Italy; and it will be certainly its Intereſt 
to lure the Ballance in that Country, by remaining firmly 
; | united 
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united to the King of Sardinia; for while this Union fn. 
ſiſts, it is impoſſible that the Houſe of Bourbon ſhould hi. 
any of her ambitious Projects to bear. The Neutrality & 
Tuſcany, the keeping a Court at Flrence, and the maintaitin— 
the Privileges of Leghorn, as a tree Port, are Meaſures ſo igt: 
in themſelves, and which ſeem to be ſo well underſtood by f,. 
Court of Vienna, that we can have no Doubt of their bei 
conſtantly purſued. 

Another Advantage that will reſult from her Territories j; 
this Country to the Houſe of Auſtria, is, the having it i, 
her Power to provide for the younger Branches of the F. 
mily by the conſiderable Governments the has to beſtow ; and 
by this means ſhe will take at once the moſt effectual Mes- 
fure for the Security of theſe Provinces, and for :the 
ſuitable Support of the Princes and Princeſſes of the Imperil 
and Arch-Ducal Houſe without any additional Expence, and 
this too in the Manner moſt agreeable to the Genius an! 
Temper of her Subjects, as well as the moſt capable of deſen- 
ing either the open or ſecret Deſigns of her Enemies, So tha 
on the whole, nothing can contribute more to the reviving and 
reſtoring the Luſtre of the Houſe of Auſtria, than ſuch a Dil. 
poſition of her Italian Territories. 

We now come to the laſt Article, which is the Intereſt c 
the Houſe of Auſtria, as Sovereign of the Low Countries, a Point 
of the greateſt Conſequence to that Family, and indeed to 
all Europe. It is by her being in Poſſeſſion of theſe Pro- 
vinces, that ſhe becomes the natural and perpetual Ally of the 
Maritime Powers, who have never failed to ſhew the utmef 
Readineſs to ſupport her Intereſt. By her being in poſleſion 
of theſe Countries, ſhe covers the Republick of Holland from 
the Power of France; and may be likewiſe ſaid to form 2 
Barrier againſt that dangerous and ambitious Power, in favour 
of Great Britain alſo. 

Whilſt ſhe preſerves theſe Countries, ſhe cannot fail « 
preſerving the unalterable Affection of her Neighbours ; 2 
therefore it is her Intereſt to be as tender of theſe Provincs, 
as of any Part of her Dominions. She ſees by fatal Experience, 
what dreadful Conſequences follow the neglecting her Frontier 
on that Side, and therefore ſhe will certainly avoid committin; 
the like Miſtake for the future. It is a viſible Error, to fup- 
poſe that theſe Provinces may be abſolutely truſted to tit 
Care of the Maritime Powers, and to imagine that this may c- 
ſome Excu ſe for being leſs mindful of their Security. The con 
trary is very plain; it the Auſtrian Garriſons in thoſe Countis 
were kept complete, and their Fortreſſes in a proper * G 
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Hefence, the Dutch would have nothing to ayprchend from the 
Power of France, and would conſequently act upon all Oc- 
caſions with Dignity and Spirit; whereas a contrary Conduct 


© 1-2ves them ſo open to their Enemies, and gives ſuch Oppor- 


tunitics to the Emiſſaries of France, and to the diſcontented Party 
in that Country, as mult neceſſarily weaken, or which is worſe, 


jntimidate, a popular Government. 


On the other Hand, the Conduct of the Dutch in all ſuch 


Conjunctures, muſt have ſuch an Influence upon that of Great 


Britain, that in reſpect to both, it will be certainly found the 


E [ntcreſt of the Houſe of Auſtria to manifeſt the utmoſt Con- 
cern for theſe Provinces, by the Juitice of her Government, 


dr encouraging the Commerce of the Inhabitants, by applying 
te Revenues for their Defence, and by Kkceping every thing 


n fach a Condition, as that France ſhall never be tempted 
to think it moſt for her Advantage to attack her Imperial Ma- 


D 


jeſty on this Side. Thus from a clear and impartial View of 
he preſent State and Intercit of the Houſe of Adria, it is ſully 
and plainly ſhewn that ſhe has emerged from the late War 
ercater, more powerful, and in a Condition of being a more 
ccectual Ballance againſt the Houſe of Bourban, than ſhe has 


deen during the preſent Century. The Imperial Dignity is 


nſtored to her; her Power in Germany is very little impaired z 
the Kingdom of Hungary is become of infinitely greater Con- 
| ſequence to her than it was; her Dominions in Italy are ſafe, 


and it is in her on Power, by taking ſuitable Meaſures for 


their Defence, to obtain from her Allies whatever Aſſiſtance is 


neceſſary to preſerve the Loto- Countries. This is all that is re- 


| quiſite to make her as ſecure as ſhe can herſelf deſire, as much 
relpected as her Friends can wiſh, and as powerful as the pre- 
ent Syſtem of Europe requires ſhe ſhould be. 


— 


—_ 


CRAM 10 


The genuine Conſtitution, real Power, and natural 


Intereſts of the GERMANICK Body, ini partially 
/ated from the beſt and moſt authentick Writings 
f ther own Lawyers, 


| hee Germanick Body is a Term with which we are very 
1 well acquainted in Britain, and the Notion we have of 
in the general right enough; but when we come 

P to 
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to ſpeak of it more cloſely, it does not appear, at het 
from general Converſation, that People enter into it t. 
ſtrictly, comprehend it very clearly, or are able to (4; 
themſelves whether Propoſitions relating thereto, are conte 
with, or oppoſite to "Truth, or even whether they are = 
bable or improbable. This, if we conſider it as a Branch, 
Political Learning, is indeed of very great Importance; 
it is of ſtill greater Importance, when we remember thx . 
is a Point which frequently concerns the immediate Sag 
of our own Country. | 

Men of great Parts, and wholly devoted to the Scivice -: 
this or that Faction, frequently introduce the Gerr:anicꝭ Boy 
into their Debates, and either exalt or depreſs, heighten « 
weaken it at Pleaſure. Sometimes we hear it magnihed : 
one of the greateſt Powers in Europe, as more than a Ballzre 
for France, and as capable of itſelf to ſecure and maintain t. 
Equilibrium, not on the Side of Germany only, but inreſpett 
the North, and to the Houſe of Bourbon : By others we are to! 
that it is a vaſt, unwicldy, and languid Power; unconneS 
in its Parts, flow in its Reſolves, and dilatory in the Executis 
of them. 

It is to free this Subject from all Embarraſsment, and + 
ſet it in a clear and natural Light, that we have given pl: 
to this Article; and as it is very poſſible to do this with 
the Compaſs of about an Hour's reading, it is hop'd that th 
Pains taken thereon will merit the Approbation of the Public; 
the rather, beeauſe it will appear from our manner of trezt 
ing it, that there is not the ſmalleſt Mixture of Prepoſſeſhnn 
or Prejudice, but that we really mean to render the thing : 
intelligible as it is in our Power to make it. 

The Empire of the Vet, of Germany, or as it is con: 
monly ſtiled, the Hely Raman Empire, was founded by C, 
the Croat 3 and under him and his Son, the Government u. 
Monarchical ; and the Dominions of thoſe Princes being vt; 
large, and accruing to them by different Titles, 54 Ke: 
governed either by Perſons veſted with Powers from the tn: 
peror immediately, or by their natural Princes, Vaſſals to th 
Emperor; and both theſe kind of Governors were ii. 
Du tes. In reſpect to Spiritual Affairs, they were adminiſters 
by Biſhops, and as there was a great Spirit of Religion ! 
thoſe Days, this render'd thoſe Prelates very conſiderable. 

The Care of Juſtice within the Diſtricts into which t 
lar ce Provinces were divided, belonged to an Officer called! 
Latin Cotes, from whence the Word Cott is derived; b 


in the German Language he was ſtiled Grave, F _ the 
ou 


nt. —— — 
- 


[ 2t1 ] 


” Courts there was an Appeal to that of the Emperor, and 
11 therefore the Chief. Juſtice or Preſident of the Imperial Court 
Fr was ſtiled Comes Palatinus, that is, Count Palatine, 7. e. of the 
e pr. Palace, or in German, Palſgrave. The fame Reaſon of State 
nch « introduced other neceilary Offices, fuch as a Governor of the 
* Frontiers or Marches, thence ſtiled 37arqui/s, and by the 
tha Germans, Margrave, anſwering to our Lord TIVarden of the 


dale Marches; the Landgrave was an Officer of the fame Na- 
Country, and that generally in the Heart of the Empire ; 
the Burgrave was the Emperor's chief Officer in Towns and 
Caſtles, that is to ſay; in ſuch as belonged immediately to the 


vice 


＋ Bod 


* x Emperor, and in which, when he came into the Country where 
lar tdey lay, he was wont to reſide, for in theſe only he kept ſuch 
tain th ; an Officer. | 
ſect BY We may from hence plainly ſee, that except the Dukes 
are toll wo were Vaſials, there were none of theſe Officers but what 
nne WW <cpended upon the mere Pleaſure of the Emperor, and had not 
ati the leaſt Colour to expect that their Offices ſhould become 
| ſettled and conſtant, much leis Hereditary, But Divitions in 
and we Imperial Family, Civil Wars, and the finking of the Im- 
n pe. perial Dignity, ſoon brought about a Change. In tome Caſes 
- wit: WF the Dukes themſelves took ſuch Meafures, chat it was ſcarce 
that tin the Power of the Emperor to Gifpoticls them, or hinder 
plc. BG their Sons from ſucceeding ; in others it became the Intereſt of 
of ter. the Prince to continue this Power to them and their Deſcen- 
oſſeffe dants, in order to attach them more effectually to his Family; 
hin; : and thus the modern Conſtitution came in, of diſtinct Princi- 


| palities, owning the Emperor for their Head. 


is con. All Beginnings are rude, and ſo was the Commencement of 
Char. the Germanick Body; but it is neceſtary to aſcend to the Origin 
vent un ot Things, if we will underſtand them ; and when this is once 
ng ner xd in our Minds, it is a very caſy thing to follow the Chan- 
ev wc: del from its Source. Beſides, taking Matters thus high, ſaves 
de En ume in many other Reſpects, by explaining in the familiar and 
ls to tee perſpicuous way of Narrative, a variety of Terms that would 
re em harſh and unpleaſant in the dry Mode of Interpretation; 
unit nd introduced without that Caution, might cafily be miſtaken; 
ligion e “ demain for ever obſcure. | 
le. But it was not long that Things continued in this Situa- 
hich te ©» and theſe new Princes in a State of doubtful Authority; 
called h upon the Extinction of the Imperial Line, and the ſetting 
ed; bu Cad Duke of Francoma upon the Throne by an Election, 
m the WY de Rights of the Emperor and of theſe Princes ce to fand 
Cour: WR on the fame Foot, which was about the Beginning oi the 


P 2 ter;ih 


* 


ture with the Grave, or Count, but had a greater Extent of 
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iis Succeſſor, Henry of Saxiny, had In 
Iriperial Authority, to which 
; and this produced great 
wcion, and a very oppoſite Conduct in h. 
4% 1. who. courted the Princes, and mig: 
{the most powerful Nlonarch of his Age, li 
the Diviſtions in his owa Family had not prevented it. 

By the Conqueit of Lombardy, and fixing the Imperial Dig. 
nity to the Crown of Germany, he in feme meaſure extended th; 
Power ot his Succeflors z but at the fame time brought in ce 
tain Inconveniencies, which were not felt before. The Ex. 
peror thenceforward claimed the Right of approving the Biho, 
of Rome ; and the Popes, who were then much more powerf, 
than they have been ſince, formed, in their Turns, Pretenſicn: 
to name or to approve the Prelates ; and the Diſputes which 
this occaſioned, joined to the Confuſtons that naturally happen 
in Elective Governments, brought the Empire into ſuch 2 
Condition, that, as we have ſhewn in the Beginning of th: 
laſt Article, it was found requiſite to offer the Imperial Dis- 
nity to Count Rodelph of Hapſburgh, in the Beginning of th: 
13th Century: And the Diſturbances that happened after the Ei- 
cluſion of the Houle of Auſtria, for ſome time made the Germ: 
Princes very willing to raiſe Albert II. to the Throne in 1457, 

Himſelf and his Succeſſors yielded to ſeveral Regulation, 
that were favourable to the Germanic Body; more eſpecially the 
Emperor Frederick III. the leaſt powerful, and the leaſt r 
of the Princes of the Houſe of Auſtria; who notwithitancin; 
laid the Foundation of its Power, and gave Form and Creci 
to the Germanic Conſtitution, which was improved by ti! 


tenth Century. 
a Notion cf cxerting the old 
the Prince thoukt 
Niſturbances i 
Son and Sicc ter '# 
have made lint. 


in the foregoing Article we have ſhewn the Attempts mac 
by the Emperors to enlarge their Authority, the Meaſures tax 
by the Princes and States of the Empire to prevent their ex. 
tending it, their calling in the Swedes and the French for tis 
Purpoſe, and the ſettling all the Pretenſions on both ſides, '! 
ever, by the famous Treaty of /7e/tphelg. 

As the Imperial Dignity was origi 
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"Ori have always kept up a Claim to, and ſometimes have 


ue 4 ſuch Prerogatives. "Choſe Emperors, being Pio 

urs of the Roman Church, the Popes thought it for their 
went to make them greater than any other 1 1 . and 
perfor {tiled them the Temporal Heads of the Chrif: tan 
World. It was from hence they aiftumed to e Pro- 
cedence of all Kings, and cven claimed a power of making 


| N. ny ne zt by beſt: wing F: CIT! 1 2 1 ies, 111 hy (5 zranting tha 't 


that Title to ſult ns + al then already, but Will 


They pretended aiſo to other Rights CV 11 


in the Tertitorics of Princes without the Bounds of the Em— 
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W. rich however was frequently controverted, aud particwarty 

Elizabeth. 

ſt was alſo a long time before they gave the Title of Ma- 
to other Nings, whom they treated with that of Ser enity 


4 uz but theſe Notions are now. almoſt wore out, except in 
bernary; and, Actting aſide the point of Precedence, they 


kave ſcarce any other Prerogative ſuperior to other Monarchs. 
la the Empire, indeed, they have, upon narticular Occaſions, 
very bigh Marks oi Rev erence id chem; and very power: ul 
Pinces not only ſubmit to, but contend "Hs the Right of acting 
15 their menial Servants ; which, at firit ſight, m. iy em to 
be inconſiſtent with their own Dignitics; but when cloſely 
cxamined, this ſceming humility is really tounded on a Prin- 
diple of Ambition. 

All the Electors have great Offices ; and thoſe Hees are not 
oaly annexed to their Dignitics, but ſcem to have been the Oc - 
caſion of them, which is the Reaſon <4 tho bein fo tenacious 
in this Reſpect; and as they are On of being co! cted, as well 
10 of electing, as they ſtile themſch ese a ea, „ and in the 
Time of a V acancy exerciſe a part of the Imperial Authority, 
it is no wonder that they are for raiſing it ! Point of Stile 
and Prerogative as high as they can; peel as the Empe- 
mrs, in return, empfoy that very Autnority | in their Favour, 
and would have the Electors, conſidered in that ( Juality, ard 
noon the Level with Kings. But it is neceſſary to lou Who 

ad what theſe great Princes are, and how they have e acquired 
their tight of Election, which, tho now long lince ſettled and 
conteſted, was not always i 1 the Election of the antient 
Emperors in in many Ro ets from that Form of Election 
which has prevailed for ſome Ages 5 paſt, and which, being now 
made a Part of the Germanich Conſtitution, 15 like to remain 
that ſhall endure, 
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in the troubleſome Times, when Henry of Thuringia, 
IV:illian: Farl of Holland, Richard Earl of Cornwall, and . 
phovia King of Caſtile, were choſen, the Princes and ore: 
Towns lad fearce an Opportunity of attending; and thi, rave 
ſach a Countcnance to that Right, the great Officers of the 
Houſhold had aſiumed of electing, without coniu'ting any 
other Members of the Empire, that Gregory X. either con- 
ceived they had ſuch a Right, or was willing to favour tier 
acquiring it; which induced him to direct a Bull to tf. 
great Officers, in which he exhorted them to elect an Ener, 
and thereby put an end to the Troubles in Germany ; f.:.. 
vrhich they have been conſidered as the ſole Electors. 
lo ſecure the Poſſeſſion of that Dignity, they, in the Reign 
of Lewis of Bavaria, entered into a e, amongſt then. 
ſelves, which was called the Electoral Unim, and which w: 
confirmed by the Emperor, and ratified afterwards by the g. 
mous Conſtitution of Charles IV. ſo well known to the Word 
by the Title of the Galen Bull; by which alſo it was pro- 
vided, that the Territories, with the great Offices annexcd to 
them, and by the Poſſeflion of which the Electoral Dignity 
was obtained, ſhould deſcend according to the Right of Primo- 
geniture, and be abſolutely indiviſible, that the Right of cach 
Flector might be the better known, and more cftectualy 
lecured, | | | 
By this Conſtitution the Number and Titles of the Electors, 
and the Manner of Election, were fully ſcttled in the follou- 
ig manner: The Archbiſhop of AZentz, as Great Chancellor 
vi the Ceran Empire; the Elector of Colagu, as Great Chan- 
ce or of the Empire in Jtaly; the Elector of Triers, as Great 
Chancellor of the Empire in Gau and Arles; the King of B. 
gala, in Quality of Cup-bearer; the Count Palatine, as hig 
Seward; the Duke of Saxony, as Grand Marſhal ; and tie 
\largrave of Brandenburgh, as Grand Chamberlain, were the 
dcven Electors. | 
Ihe Duke of Bavaria, tho' in every Reſpect as powerful 4 
Irie as ary of the, was not thought of upon this Occaſion, 
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Iloaſe with the Counts Palatine, demanded to ſhate the 
er of Elector with them; and on this it was actually ſettled 
be Treaty, that the Chiefs of the two Houſes ſhould exerciſe 
tat Right alternately 3 but of this there is no mention made 
n the Golden Bull. 
rive the Elector Palatine, Frederic V. of that Dignity as we! 


( 215 ] 


having none of the great Offices; but he being of the ſum®© 


Qua” 


When the Emperor thought fit to de- 


of his Territories, the Duke of Bavaria came into Poſſeſ- 


td, that there cannot now be any Diſputes about it. 


bon of it, and kept it, cven by the Peace of Oſnalrineh; by 
uch an Eighth Electorate was erected in Favour of the Hlector 
polatine; and that he might not be without an Office, the 
Dianity of Acch-Treafurer was conterred upon him. 


In 1692, the Emperor Leopold erected a Ninth Electorate, 


in favour of Erneſt- Auguſius Duke of Luucubungb, Grandtather 
to his preſent Britannict Majeſty, which occaſioned very high 


Diſputes 3 but at laſt all things were amicably ſettled. On the 


putting the Elector of Bavaria under the Ban of the Empire, 
in the laſt general War, the Poſt of Arch-Treaſurer was given 


o the new Elector; the Elector Palatine Poſleſion 


getting 


F:-zin of his antient Title of High Steward, which the Elector 
© of Bavaria had kept. 
E Elector of Bavaria came again into Poſſeſſion of the Electoral 
| Diznity, and that of High Steward; and the Poſt of High 


| Treaſurer is ever ſince claimed by both the Electors Palatine 
andof Brunſwick, | 


But upon the Peace of Baden, the 


As for the Election of a new Emperor, it is fo effectually ſet- 
The 
Hector of Meutx, in Quality of Great Chancellor of the Em- 
pre, is to ſummon the reſt of the Electors upon the Demiſe of 
n Emperor, within the Space of one Month after he receives 


| Notice of it; and the Day fixed for Election is to be within 
the Compaſs of three Months from that of his Summons. 
| Llectors are not bound to attend in Perſon, but may ſend their 


The 


Embaſſadors, as they generally do; and they commonly name 


| tire of theſe ; but if they neglect to come in Perſon, or to 


ad an Embaſſador, they loſe their right of Election for that 
lime. The Place of Election is Frankfort upon the Maine; 
but that is not a J Thing indiſpeniible, yet fo that the Right of 


L i . P . 
ne City of Frenutfsrt muſt be always ſaved, in caſe the Election 
| 5at any Time made clſewhere. 


s ſoon as the Diet of Election is met, they hegin to ſettle the 
«pitulation, to which the Emperor, when clected, is to ſwear. 
his is done by the College of Elec tors, hat the College of 
inces claim a Right of approving it; which however is a point 
„ Diſpute, When the Copitulation is tix'd, the Elcctor of 
P 4 Aci, 
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th: Gate f the City are ſhut, and the Keys delivered 90 
El-<tor. 

The Licctors, or their Embaſſadors, repair in great Pomp v 
Church; and when the Maſs is over, at which the Proteſtunz 
are not obliged to be preſent, they take a very ſolemn Ot u 
chuſc without caballing, or a View to private Intereſt, the Pers 
tha appears to them the molt fit for the Imperial Dignity * Thi 
deu, they rotire to the Sacriſtry, where the Elector of 1: 
if there be any Impediment known why they ſhould 95 
then proceed to an Election; and next he exacts a Promiſe, thy 
the Perſon ſhall be owned and admitted for Emperor who ſh; 
be choſen by the Majority; and the Declarations of the Ele. 
toral Ambaſſadors upon theſe two Heads are recorded by ty 
Notorics of the Empire: After which all the Witneſſes a: 
commanded to withdraw. 

After this, the Elector of Mertz collects the Suffrages, which 
are given 77 2 v5, and laſt of all he gives his own. Tt i; 
necetiaty ; Perſen choſen O:9uld have a Majority of t!: 
whole Bode, net a bare Majority of Votes; for ſupp: 
there were tine Candidates, and one had four, another thr; 
and another two Voices, 1 would be no Elcction; but an 
of the Electors who has Suſtrages for him, may add his own t. 
make up the Majority. When this is over, the Witneſſes the 
were preſent at the Beginning cf the Tranſaction, are again 
called in, and thu Elder of Mentx declares to them the Perſen 
whom the Licctors have choſen. 

Tie nev Emperor however is not proclaimed, till himfel, 
if preſent, or his Embaſia lor, if abſent, has ſworn in his Name 
to the Capitulation; and then the Election is looked upon 
intircly compleat. There have been ſeveral Attempts made: 
ſettle 2 perpetual Capitulation; and the doing this is looked 
upon as a Point of great Conſequence to the Empire; but tt: 
Debates it has hitherto occaſioned in the Dict of the Empire, 
has hindered it from being brought to a Concluſion. 

The Emperors were formerly ſtiled only Kings of Gernot, 
from the Time cf their Election to the Time of their Coro. 
tion at Rome: and this ferves to explain a Paſſage before mat! 
uſe of in reſpect to the Emperor Orhs, and his annexing tte 
Imperial Title to the Crown of Germany; agreeable to whict 
the Gelder: Bull declares, That the Electors ought to chule 3 
King of the Romans for their future Emperor. In reſpect to 
this, the Reader will obſerve, that the Office was conferred by the 
Election, and only the Title by the Coronation : Sometime 
the Popes encouraged, and were very fond of this, at Oe 
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Times they were uneaſy at the Emperor's Preſence : At laſt the 


E Tnconveniencles grew ſo great on both Sides, that the Emperor 


Yaximlian I. declined going to Ra; and the Pope was fo 


fur from taking this ill, that he granted him a Bull, which en- 


bed him to take the Title of Emperor on his being crowncd 
in Ger many' F . . 

t remained long an Article in the Capitulation, that the Em- 
peror ſhould endeavour to be crowned in that City; but at the 
Fiction of the Emperor Lespold, this was left out as a Thing 
»ocdleſs, as being cancell'd by Diſuſe. His Coronation in G. 
n however is ſtill required by the Capitulation, and it gene- 
al follows the Election as ſoon as may be, that the Electors, 
who are obliged to be preſent at it, to perform their arch, or 
gra: Offices, may not be obliged to give a double Attendance. 
The Place appointed by the Golden Bull is the City of Aix la 
(Iaclle, in regard to the Reſidence of Charlemagne; but not- 


witiftanding this, he may be crowned in any other City, ſav- 


* 


ins the Right of Aix la Chapelle. 


By the Golden Bull, the Coronation of the Emperor belongs 


| © the Archbiſhop and Elector of Colagn; but that is upon a 


Suppoſition that the Emperor is crowned at Aix, which is 
within his Dioceſe ; and therefore when he is crowned elſe- 


E where, the Ceremony is performed by the Elector of Mentz, if 
the Place, which happens to be made choice of for that pom- 
pous Solemnity, is ſituated within the Dioceſe of Mentz; 
and in the Cities that are in neither of their Dioceſes, he 
and the Elector of Colagn enjoy this Honour by 


turns. 
When the Emperor is ſeated on the Throne, the Elector of 


| $az2ry puts into his Hand the Sword of Charles the Great, with 
| which he makes ſome Knights of the Holy Roman Empire, of 
| lis own Motive, and is obliged alſo to make others who arc 
| nominated by the reſpective Electors. 


When he comes to dine in the great Hall, he has the Table 
to himſelf, which is raiſed two Steps higher than thoſe of the 


| Electors, and is ſerved by Counts of the Empire; whereas tlie 
| Liectors, who have each of them his Table, are ſerved only 


by the Gentlemen of their reſpective Courts. Such of them , 


| aſit at this Ceremony in Perſon, fit and cat at their oven Ta- 
bles; but thoſe who are repreſented by their Embaſſudors, have 


only Tables covered for them with empty Plates, at which the 
The Coronation df the Ein- 
pcror 15 not only a great Ceremony, but a very ſigniſicaut one: 
«10; for it keeps up all the great Offices, and ferves to raiſe 
te Authority and Dignity of the Emperor, by ſhewing him in 

ſuck 
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ſuch high Luſtre to all who are preſent upon the Occaſion, it 
his Entrance upon his Government. 

We are now to ſpeak of the King of the Romans, which; 
it Title that has had two very different ſignifications, as ril,y;,,, 
if to two different Perſons. K rom the Time of his Election t 
W that of his Coronation, the Perſon veſted with the Imp; 
þ Dignity is ſtiled King of the Ramans; and the prefiumpi,c 
Ft Succeſtor, elcclted in the Lifetime of the Emperor, is 1; 

k tiled King of the Kyomans ; but fince the Emperors are 59 
| longer crowned at Re, this Diſtinction is loft; and we 
mean now by the King of the Romans, only the laſt men 
| tioned Perſon : And the only Reafon I mention the Niki. 
| tion here, is to let the Reader ſee, that the King of the Reman, 
mentioned in the G Bull, is not the laft, but the grſt « 
theſe Perſons : For as to a Succeſſor, and his Election during 
{| the Life of the Poſſeſſor, there is no Direction at all given m 
| that Bull, but it came in afterwards by an Agreement betwe 
1 the Emperor and the Electors, for the common Bench of tl; 
" Empire. 
| At preſent the Ning of the Romans is choſen, generally ſpea;. 

| ing, at the Requeſt and for the Eaſe of the reigning Emperor, 
with all the Ceremonies that the Golden Bull requires for th: 
Election of an Emperor; and yet this Election gives rather! 
Title than an Office; for the King of the Romans, by an e. 
preſs Article in his Capitulation, promiſes not to intermeddle 
with the Affairs of the Empire during the Life of the Emperor; 
i | but upen his Demiſe, he becomes Emperor upon his Corona- 
5 tion, without any ſecond Election. It is true, that in the 
Capitulation ſworn to by the Emperor Matthias, there was an 
Article inſerted, that if the Emperor, being duly requeſted by 
the Electors to yield to the Choice of a King of the Renan, 
ſhould refuſe, without rendering a ſcid Reaſon, they ſhould be 
at Liberty to elect a King of the Romans without his Conſent: 
But ſince that Time this Article has been omitted; probabh, 
becauſe it was ambiguous, and could be of little uſe, fince there 
was no Judge to determine whether any Reaſon the Empcter 
thought fit to aſſign, was a ſolid Reaſon or not. 

When therefore there is no King of the Romans, and by th. 
Demiſe of the Empcror the i hrone becomes vacant, the 
Bull has provided for the Adminiſtration of the Govern 
1 by the Electors Palatine and of Saxe:y, who have the Lite 
Vicars of the Empire; and this they ſeem to have in Rig! 


'F 
7 
: 
4 


"i WES. 


— — * 
— 


A 


—— —— — Aa 
; os On 9 — 


tt. 
OY", 


RY a» oo, .&t 


1.1 their reſpective Offices, the one of Count Palatine, the «t'*! 
1 of Arcl.-Marſlud of the Empire; but when it is ſaid, that “““ 
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© proviſions are made by the Golden Bull, it does not follow that 

ier did not exilt before, but only that they were aſcertain d and 

confirmed by it. 5 . : 

© The Diſputes between the Electors of Bavaria and Palatine 
fare interfered very much in this, both claiming to be Vicars, 
ia both in their Turns having enjoyed it; but at preſent, this 

Digerence is adjuſted by an Agreement between the two Fa- 
miles, ſo that the Empire ſuffered no Prejudice from it in the 

no laſt Vacancies. Each of theſe Vicars has his Diſtrict, and 
mer have likewiſe an Aulic Council, which is called the Tri- 

F +12) of the Vicariate; and it is eſtabliſhed by the, Go/den Bull, 

© that the Acts of the Vicars of the Empire, during the Va- 

© cancy, ſhall be valid and binding; but to prevent Diſputes, 
and for the greater Security, Care is taken to inſert an Article 
in the new Emperor's Capitulation, by which he promiſes 
to ratify and confirm in the fulleſt Manner poſlible, what- 
erer the Vicars of the Empire have done during the Lime of 
| the Vacancy. 
We ſometimes meet, in the German Hiſtory, with Vicars 
of the Emperor as well as Vicars of the Empire; and indeed 
| th.ſe Offices differ widely: For, by Virtue of bis Imperial Dig- 
| nity, the Emperor may, if he pleaſes, delegate his Power ta 
| any Prince of the Empire, when it ſo happens that he is not 
in a Condition to execute it himſelf, But then this Vicar is very 
far from having the Powers of a Vicar of the Empire; for, in 
| the firſt place, he is accountable to the Emperor, who may re- 
| voke or annul whatever he has done by Virtue of that delegated 
Power; and beſides this, his Office depends intirely upon the 
Pleaſure of the Emperor, who may determine it wlwiever he 
pleaſes, 

There is alſo a Vicariate of the Empire in 7:a/y, which has 
been generally executed by the Dukes of Savsy ; but as this is 
: Matter of ſome Perplexity, docs not immediately relate to our 
preſent Subjekt, and may be conſidered hereafter in another 
place, there is no Occaſion for dwelling on it here ; only it may 
not be amiſs to remark, that from the lateſt Practice, in caſe of 
te Vacancy of the Empire, it ſeems, that the Affairs of Italy 
al under the Direction of the Vicars of the H²mpire appointed 
” the Golden Bull; and as to any Power granted to the Duke 
ec, or any other Prince, by a reigning Emperor, that can 
make him the Emperor's Vicar in {ta/v, and docs not veſt 
m with the Quality of Vicar of the Empire ; which Offices, as 
ie Reader will now clearly perceive, are very diſtinct and dif- 
rent Things. | 

— 7; 
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It will alſo appear, from what has bcen ſaid, that un! g 


Emperor is deſirous of having a Succeſſor appointed in his Li 
time, there can be no folid Reaſon aſſigned for the E. 


| giving him an Aſſociate under the Title of King F the 23 Nt it, 
[3 imce the Emperor, if he pleaſes, may devolve any Part of e 
MH Authority, for his own Eaſe and the Gocd of the Emni pire, upon SM 
anv Prince he thinks proper, with the Character of his V; cr; Wa 

| and with this additional Advantage, that he may be called WF 4 
fr! account for his Adminiſtration in that Quality, which in t\ as 
1 other Caſe might not be ſo eaſy. mi 
1 This Diſtinction between the Emperor and the Emyire i de 
[| neceſlary 2119 in many other Caſes ; and that we may knw ho Wi th! 
| | to make it, where and whenever it becomes neceſſary, we i be 
endeavour to explain the Relation there is between the Men. En 

bers of the Empire and its Head; or, in other Words, te | 

Emperor and the Princes and other Powers of the Empire. Ti: WF 

tne very beſt Authors on the Pullicb or Canfitutis nal Low, auc 

1s ſtiled in Ccrmany, oven to be a very difficult thing, and it g. © 

; pears the more ſo from their differing about it. okt 
| But if we conſider that the Emi re was firſt hereditary, :»! Wi ot 1 
y that the Territories held by Lords of all Ranks and Det? | Co 
b tions were Fi, granted to thoſe Lords by Inveſtiture; and if * 

5 we farther refſect, that when the Race of Cha lemagne ceaſed u n 


govern Germany, the Princes and Lords of their own Moti 


preſerved the ancient Conſtitution, and reſolved, by gi: t we 
8 themſclves a Head, to continue the Empire, we ſhall und Ce 
ſtand this Matter clearly. Their Sovereignty 28 in th; a = 
x Reſolution : If they had been under any "Maiter, t they cod! Du 
| not have taken it; but being under none, they affociated ther- " 


j ſelves in a certain Manner, and on certain Conditions; '- » 
ORE obo aroma KK . ¾ʃũu;:;. — ——— .. Prin 


g to the . 

But as this Conſtitution implies ſome Center cf Dig“, 
ſome Head or Chief, by which the Majeſty of the Empire m. 
be rendered viſible, and its Laws be put in Exccution, WF - -. 
F agreed to chuſe an Emperor for this Purpoſe. In cone, 


— —— — ——— 
2 — 


of this Choice, they are to receive from him, or before * x 
Throne, the Inveſtiture of their Dominions ; that is to . HA 
Electors and Princes are to do this; for as to Counts and fr I 
Cities, they obtain their Inveſtitures from the Aulic Coe er 
but this marks no more than their Submiſſion to the ace 15 1 
fince as it is their Duty to demand, it is no leſs the Empe Fig 
to beſtow; and this he promiſes upon Oath, amongſt _ = 
Articles in his Capitulation, =: 
Tix dent 


E 


The Members of the Empire therefore, are dependant upon 

1 it, that from their Union they may derive Protection; and 
„der are dependant on the Empezor, becauſe in him reſides the 
\lajeſty of the Empire; in all other Reſpects they are indepen- 
Gant and free. We may hence diſcern, that every thing 
done againſt a Prince wearing the Imperial Crown, is not done 
againſt the Emperor. For ſuch a Prince may have other Do- 
minions and other Titles, and what concern him in reſpect to 
them docs not concern him as Emperor; and therefore no- 
thing relating to Things or Perſons out of the Empire, cati 
be conſtrued to the Prejudice of any Prince or Power of the 
Empire. 

Put to act againſt the Emperor in quality of Head or Chief 
of the Empire, is a Crime againſt the Nature of that Confede- 
racy, which conſtitutes the Empire, and renders the Member 
committing it liable to Puniſhment for it, according to the Laws 
of the Empire. Yet this is no Infringement on the Sovereignty 
of ſuch a Member, becauſe he acquires and enjoys it under the 
Covenant of being true and loyal to the Empire ; and if he con- 
. ani tinues ſo, muſt be ſecure of its Aſſiſtance, which is an Equiva- 
all s lent for the Duty expected from him. 

Mom bis Account, ſimple and caſy as it is, of the Relation be- 
 oivies WW five the States compoſing the ſacred Roman Empire, ſuffi- 
unde ciently explains the Rcaſonableneſs and Juſtice of proceeding 
in ts e inſt any Prince or State of the Empire, wanting in his or its 
v cou! Dot, or departing from their Fidelity, by putting them under 
4 * the BAN of the Empire. This at firſt Sight ſeems to wound 
8: & even mortally the Notion of Sovercign Authority in theſe 
2 Princes; for if Sovereigns, how ſhould they be judged ? But 
when more cloſely examined, this Objection will not appear fa 
Dient ity. The Sovereignty of theſe Princes ſprings from that 
e Union which conſtitutes the Empire, and therefore this Power 
n, U neceſlary for the Preſervation of the Empire; ſo that the Sub- 
qu: ſeclion ariſes from the Conſent of theſe Sovercigns, and the 
Ee runiſument is ſuitable to this Notion of the "Thins ; vi. De- 
in ation of thoſe Territories which render ſuch Princes Mem- 
nd free bers of the Empire. 
'ounci!; lt is very true, that there are ſome old Examples of putting 
*mpir; Wi 4 _ to Death for "Treaſon againſt Emperors, but this ex- 
mper BW . 3 farther than Counts of the Empire. It is alſo true 
ſt o d Charles V. not only deprived the Elector of Saxony, and 
| | the Landgrave of Heſſe of their Dominions, but alſo paſſed 
9 dentence of Death on the former, though he forbore to put it 
Heccution. But this was done, not in the old legal Way, by 
n Aſſembly of the adjacent States, but by the Aulic Council 
eſtabliſhed 


domina. 
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eſtabliſned by the Emperor Maximilian, and was confiler:, 
one of thoſe Stretches of Power which brought on the ſaucy: 
ing Civil Wars. 8 

I'he Deprivation of the Eix&tor Palatine on the Ser. , 
the War in Bohemia, had fomething more of Formality in, 
but itil was far enough from being legal, or from hy. 
conſidered as ſuch by the unbiaſſed Powers of the Emyjx. 
who therefore took the firſt Opportunity of doing the Icy. 
dant of that Prince Juſtice, by reſtoring him to his Dignity a. 
Dominions. | | 

Since that Time, and indeed in our own, the EleQuy 
Bavaria and Cilogne have been put under the Ban of the En. 
pire with far greater Reaſon, and with much more Shey ;; 
Juſtice ; and yet the States of the Empire were not ſatisfe/ 
but provided by an expreſs Article in the Capitulation (fu, 
Emperor Charles VI. that no Member of the Empire hou 
be put under the Ban without being heard, and without t; 
Opinion and Conſent of all the Electors, Princes, and Stute 
of the Empire firſt had and obtained, c. Thus it apex; 
clearly, that the Ban of the Empire is a Puniſhment tounde 
in the Nature of the Government, derogates little or nothin; 
from the Sovereignty of Princes, who derive their Sovercign 
from and are ſupported therein by that Conſtitution, and i; 
now ſo effectually regulated as to be no longer liable u 
Abuſes. 

The Emperors themſelves are not above Law, or free fron 
the Danger of feeling its Effects, if they digreſs from ther 
Duty. The Electors Eat claimed, and even executed a Rig 
of depoſing as well as chuſing Emperors, and the fame Thi 
has bcen done other Ways. At preſent we ſee the Capitulatior: 
are drawn up and ſworn to, in order to prevent ſuch a rigoros 
Method of proceeding, from whence, how well founded locve, 
vaſt Inconveniencies muſt enſue ; but if in Breach of his Can. 
tulation a German Emperor ſhould attempt to ſubvert the Cor 
ſtitution, there is not the leaſt Doubt that the College of Electr 
have a Right to remonſtrate againſt his Conduct, and if that ba 
no Effect (in Conjunction with the Diet) to apply proper kt 
medies ta reſtrain him. 

But after inſiſting fo long on the ſuperior or ſupreme | 
riſdiction, it is very natural to deſcend to the ordinary 1! 
bunals or Courts of Juſtice. According to the original Cor 


ſtitution of the Empire, there was the greateſt Care imagina 


taken, for the Diſtribution and Execution of Juſtice by the 
Counts, within their Juriſdictions ; and by Appeals from th 
in the Emperor's Courts, before the Count Palatine. * 


/ 
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the Power however of the Emperors came to decline, this Diſtri- 
E hution of Juſtice, which depended entirely thereupon, came to 
GS be Interrupted, This Miſchicf was ſoon perceived, but not ſo 
E fon temedied; various Atterapts indeed were made, but all 


dered; 


ore d roved partial, moſt of them ineffectual. 
y in x, At laſt, the Inconveniencies grew ſo many and ſo great, 


1 beige 
-Mpire , 
Deſeer. 
nity an 


that the States ſollicited the Help of ſeveral Emperors, for 
conſtituting a Court which might anſwer the End propoſed, of 
© having Juſtice impartially adminiſtered in great, as well as in ſmall 
| Cauſes. Ferdinand III. abſolutely refuſed his Conſent, but in 
the Reign of his Son Maximilian I. this great Point was ſet- 


2 
* 
* 


ce WE tied, and ſuch a Court erected under the Title of The Imperial 
80 Ln. Chamber, at Ii anne, in 1495, removed to Spire 1533, and after 
v . the French had barbarouſly ruined the Palatinate, to Vetzlar 
n in 1696. The Members of this great Court of Juſtice were, 
. . = judge of the Chamber, four Preſidents, and fifty Aſſeſſors; 
but in 1719, this Number was leſſened by one half, and theſe 
5 0 | are to be part Proteſtants, part Papiſts. 

3 The Reaſon why the Emperors were averſe to the forming 
bare o neceſſary a Tribunal, was, becauſe they had always Hopes of 
es | recovering this loſt Flower of their Prerogative, by bringing 
Kee 1 ll Cauſes in the laſt Reſort before a Tribunal of their own ap- 
ws. | pointing, whergas the Emperor names only the Judge and Pre- 
7 Uh "WE tidents of the Imperial Chamber. What former Emperors had 
lab 1 endeavoured in vain by Authority, Maximilian obtained by Po- 
bee in icy, He foreſaw that the large Expence of the Imperial Cham- 
King: ber, which fell entirely on the States of the Empire, would 
12 Rink make them unattentive to their new Tribunal; and fo it fell 
e Tin out. They knew the Importance of it, they ſtruggled to ob- 
a. tain it, but they neglected its Support. 

eras The wiſe Emperor, to provide for the Adminiſtration of 
1 ber Juſtice, at ſuch imes as theſe Accidents kept the Imperial 
bo („ Chamber cloſe, revived his Aulic Council; and to ſhew his 
3 Gas Moderation, deſired the States to add to the Number of Aſſeſ- 
* Elect ſors eight, though the Emperor allows Salaries to them all. * 
f that bs this Means he drew all the Cauſes before his own Tribunal, 


by keeping it ever open, and the Seats well filled; and 


taking Care to ſee the Sentences pronounced, duly and ſpeedily 
executed. | 


Oper Re- 


r 15 | The Princes and States of the Empire quickly ſaw their Er- 
nal Cor * and that the Emperor had made uſe of their Negligence to 
maginak 2 what, if they had not loſt their Opportunity, muſt have 
e by & ways depended upon them. They did not fail to remonſtrate 
rom then and expoſtulate on this Subject, and to repreſent it as an In- 


Wha gement on the Germanick Conſtitution, by which the [mpe- 
be | | rial 
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rial Chamber ought not only to be the ſupreme, but the 6, 
Tribunal of that Kind. ; 

To this, however, the Emperor returned very plauſible . 
ſwers. He obſcrved, that in erecting the Imperial Chambe- 
he had complicd with the Defires of the States; and by «.,. 
bliſhing the Aulic Council, he had provided for the conſtant 41. 
miniſtration of Juſtice ; he inſiſted that he had performed! 
Duty in both Reſpects, that he was not at all accountable f 
the Want of Judges in one Court, and that he (e{cr;. 
Thanks for the Pains he took to ſupply the Deficiency of cy; 
Tribunal by the other. 

After all theſe Diſputes therefore, theſe two ſupreme Cours 
ſubſiſt, and that too in ſome Meaſure with equal Authority, 
for which firſt poſſeſſes a Cauſe, thereby retains it; but {cms 
Points, ſuch as the reſerved Rights of the Emperor, belong tg 
the Aulic Council, but both receive Appeals from in{cricr ſu- 
riſdictions, and decide dubious Titles. The Sentenccs in both 
Courts are ſubject to a Reviſion, and in cafe of Injuſtice there 
may be a Complaint made to the Diet. 

n this Circumſtance alone, theſe I'ribunals differ, viz. that 
the Imperial Chamber ſubſiſts during a Vacancy of the Throne, 
when Juſtice is done in the Name of the Vicars of the En- 
pire ; but the Aulic Council is immediately diſſolved by the Death 
of the Emperor, and a new one cannot be named till an Em- 
peror is elected. 

But before we part with this Subject, it may not be amiß to 
ſay ſomewhat more particularly of this Aulic Cæuncil, which 
conſiſts of a Preſident, a Vice-Preſident, and ſeventcen Aﬀel- 
ſors, of whom fix are Proteſtants ; the Vice-Chancellor of the 
Empire hath alſo a Right to a Seat therein, and all the Decres 
iſſuing from hence, pals through his Hands, and are directed by 
him to thoſe who are to put them in Execution. It is by tie 

reat Weight and extenſive Influence of this Court, that the 
1 are enabled to make their Authority more felt than 
one would imagine was poſſible, conſidering the Conſtitution ot 
the Germanick Body, and the Stipulations about this Matter in 
the Treaty of Oſnaburgh. 

The Papiſts and Proteſtants both complain of the too great 
Authority of this Tribunal, and the latter, with too much 
Reafon, of its Partiality; but hitherto they have not been 
able to agree upon the Means of repreſſing or reſtraining 't 
within Bounds, and thereby reſtoring to the true Court 0 
the Empire, viz. the Imperial Chamber, its original and legs! 
Juriſdiction. | | 
1 ＋ 
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1 
% git if the Princes and States have an Intereſt one Way, 
| the Emperor has no leſs viſibly an Intereſt the other ; for by 
Au- Virtue of Appeals from the Tribunals of other Princes, he finds 
mber Means to draw out of it a kind of coercive Authority, We 
eſla- are however to obſerve, that the Electors, and even ſome other 
t Ar. Princes of the Empire, ſuch as the Archdukes of Auſtria and 
ahn, e Dukes of Saxony, are exempted from this Dependance; 
le for that is to ſay, their Subjects have no Right at all to thoſe Ap- 
fab; Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes in like Manner are exempted, and 
i one p are Criminal Cauſes, becauſe of the many Inconveniencics 
that muſt neceſſarily attend Appeals in both. 
un By this Court, and the Exerciſe of his reſerved Rights, the 
ority; Emperor's Power appears, and by an artful Uſe of them he 
ſome wails himſelf of his Dignity, notwithſtanding all the Re- 
ng to frictions by which it is bounded. By reſerved Rights, are 
gu- WF neant the —— annexed to the Imperial Dignity, and 
| both ue chiefly theſe, viz. Granting to all the Princes the Inveſti- 
ther: WW ture of their Dominions, which has been explained; confer- 
ning Titles, ſuch as Princes and Counts cf the Empire, mak- 
. that ing Cities, founding Univerſities, granting Fairs, and other 
hrone, ſuch like Advantages ;z in giving Diſpenſations with reſpect to 
e Em- Age, that Princes may the ſooner come to govern their own 
Death Dominions, without allowing tedious Minorities, which are 
n Em- aways deſtructive; in deciding Diſputes about Rank and 
Frecedency, and granting for one Time my a vacant Seat in 
miſs to every Chapter of the Empire, which is ſtiled the Right of | 
whic? Prime Preces, which is equivalent to the Prerogative of the (1 
Asch. brimacy called an Option. ö 
of the In none of theſe Points he is abſolutely at Liberty; for as to | 
Jecres Tiefs, he is bound to beſtow Inveſtitures as the Laws direct; 
ted by s to Titles, he promiſes to beſtow them only on worthy 
by the Perſons, and who have Eſtates ſufficient to ſupport them; 
at the ad when beſtowed, they only give Name and Reſpett. To 
It than WiWzcquire Power and Privileges, theſe Princes and Counts muſt 
tion d tave the Conſent of their reſpective Bodies, in order to be ad- 1 
atter in nited to fit and vote; yet ſome Titles are of great Conſe- | 
Qence, as for Inſtance, ennobling Ladies that are inferior b 
o great bh to Princes, who incline to eſpouſe them, and thereby legi- 
much imating their Deſcendants z who otherwiſe, on account of that 
Incquality of Birth, are conſidered as incepable of Succeſſion. 
Caſes of Minority, no Wrong muſt be done the natural 
Guardian of the Prince, and in all the other Caſes meny | 
*tons are to be uſed; notwichſtanding all which, theſe 
Aerial Prerogatives are attended with many, and thoſe too 
'&y conſiderable Advantages. | 5 
ter 
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Aſter reviewing the ſeparate Powers of the Empęror 
Princes of the Empire, we are next to regard them as pon 
9 


conjunctly in the Diets, or Aſſemblies of th « js a WI 
Empire, where the Germanick Body appears in 22 Wh yote dl 
and in which the Legiſlative Power of the Empire reſid a the Pre 
would be needleſs to detain the Reader with an Acc SY one Ve 
the Difference between the ancient and modern Diet, x - Ihe 
Diet is now become neceflary and perpetual, this * the Rhine © 
ſubſiſts having ſat ſince 16533 neither is it requiſite to Foe Swab1a, 
on the Manner of convoking and opening this Aﬀemh] N nor the 
theſe are not at all like to occur in our Days; and th * oe 
let us content ourſelves with obſerving, that every State * their K 
Prince, every Prelate, Count, and free City of the En 1 cba 
has a Right to a Seat in this Diet, which the Princes * Dicke 
N N 1 before they receive thcir Bulk 1 _ 
and the Guardians of young Pri Let * 
A. of young Princes during the Minority d p;oht-t 
The Emperor, when preſent at the Plac | ' 
is held Nears at Ratiſbon, but may be way => Ti * 20d thi 
Empire) preſides there in Perſon; when abſent, he doe f n whic 
virtually by his Commiſlary, or firſt Commiſſioner, who bn led 8 
before the Aſſembly whatever he receives Orders from bi 1 
Maſter to propoſe, which is done by the Communicatio | A 
what is called the Cern led bee 8 — 
e Director, or as we would phraſe it 1 
the Diet, is the Elector of Mentz, in Quality of cs a the 
of the Empire; and therefore he has a Chancery there, » __ 
which all Things are addreſſed that are to come before ti . 
Diet; and theſe are communicated by the Secretary * the Pro 
Elector of Mentx reading the Papers which are to be com. P 
municated, to the Secretaries of the other Miniſters of be 3 
States at the Diet; and this is what they call per Didamm = 
whence the Expreſſion of tranſmitting Memorials or whe _ 
Papers of State to the Didature of the Empire. | = 
It is common in all the Accounts we have of the Debas __ 
in the German Diets, to find Mention made of ſeveral Ce rated 8 
leges; and this makes it proper to take Notice, that t pr. : 
Diet or general Aſſembly of the States is conſidered a & = 
vided into or forming three diftin&t Colleges, each of wii 8 
has its particular Director. The firſt is that of the Electon * 
in which the Elector of Mentz directs, not in Quality aq 5 
Chancellor of the Empire, but as being the firſt Eecto « . 
as ſome phraſe it, Dean of the College. N 
The ſecond is ſtiled the College of Princes, in which & in x 


not only the ſpiritual and temporal Princes of Germa', ® 


* 
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| ve Prelates alſo, who are not con{:1ezed as Princes, and the 
Counts of the Empire; but with reſpect to their Votes, there 
„ a wide Difference; for the Princes ſpiritual and temporal, 
vote diſtinctly, that is, each of them has a ſingle Vote; but 
the Prelates and Counts vote by Benches, each having only 
Vote. 

"The Prelates are divided into two Benches, viz. of the 
Rhine and Stuabia; but the Counts into four, of the Meterauu, 
guabia, Franconia, and Meſiphalia. Neither theſe Counts, 
nor their Miniſter, attend at the Diet; they content them- 
cles with ſending a Miniſter for each Bench to maintain 
their Rights, and to give their Suffrage when demanded. The 
Archduke of Au/tria, and the Archbiſhop of Saltzburgh, are 
Directors of the College of Princes, and officiate alternately 
3 the Subjects of their Deliberations fall out; and it is for 
this Reaſon the Archduke of Auſtria's Miniſter fits on the 
Right-hand Bench amongſt the ſpiritual Princes. 

e third College is that of the free Cities of the Empire 
ud the Director of that College is the Miniſter of the City, 
in which the Diet happens to fit. The two former Colleges are 
filed Superiour 3 and indeed, as we ſhall preſently ſhew, they 
xe in Effect the Diet. 

In all theſe rA the Sentiment of the Majority is con- 
ſdered as that of the Body, except in ſome particular Caſes 
regulated by the Treaty of Oſuabrug, in which the Conſent 
of the whole is ſtill neceſſary ; theſe are, whatever concerns 
Religion, what relates to the Empire as a collective Body; 
and in a Caſe in which alt the Papiſts are on one Side, and all 
the Proteſtants on the other ; for here, as in many other In- 
ſances, this, however unequal the Number of Voices may 
be, is notwithſtanding looked on as an cven Diviſion. The 
Affair of Contributions was propoſed to have been added to 
theſe Caſes, but was referred to the Diet, where it has never 
been ſettled, and ſo is much in the ſame State as if it had 
deen actually declared one of thoſe Caſes. 

When any Point comes before the Diet, it is firſt delibe- 
nted and debated in the College of Electors, next in that of 
Princes : If theſe Colleges differ, they endeavour to reconcile 
them by a kind of Free Cao, at which only the Direc- 
tors aſhſt, with ſuch as the Colleges think fit to name in Con- 
junction with them. When by theſe Conferences the Colleges 


ſonified to the third College, and they are invited to accede 
ot; but if they do not, the former is digeſted and engroſſed 
a the Chancery, and delivered to the Emperor's Commiſlary, 
Q 2 with 


ue brought to a Concurrence, then their joint Opinion is 
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with the Title of the Opinion of the Empire; only Menticn 


is made at the Cloſe of it, what was the Opinion of the tin 1 
ollege. 

5 . been a Point debated with great Warmth, wheche: Fron 
according to the Germanick Conſtitution, the Opinion (j 11 
the Majority of the Colleges be properly the Sentiments d ol 
the Empire; a Queſtion of Importance, no doubt, and there. * 8 
fore not like to be decided till about the Greek Katends, bu . 
in the mean Lime the Practice is as we have ſtated it. IWũ3ũ4•ĩ 

After the Ceremonies before mentioned, this Opinion ag 10 h: 
the Empire comes to his Imperial Majeſty, who gives it hi of Bat 
Approbation, and then it is publiſhed in his Name, a 2 K. be 
ſolution of the Empire, the States are exhorted to obey it, and used 
all the Tribunals in the Empire are directed to conſider i; * the 

ſuch. N 
as But after all that has been ſaid, this Matter will yet remain ra 
in ſome meaſure obſcure, if we do not explain the Subject re fo 
that come in this Manner before the Diet. In the firſt Place de Fn 
the Diet makes Laws, explains Laws, and decides ambigua * 
Caſes; and therefore whenever the Aulic Council reſume win k 
to do this, they conſider it as a real and —_— Infringe- 3 
ment; next they are to be conſulted in making War, in which In but 


the Emperor can do nothing without them, even tho i: The 
ſhould be attended with Circumſtances that ever ſo manifeſt] Fond of 


concern the Empire. f ; : dearly f 
When War is declared, the Diet appoints the Field-Mu— * 


ſhal who is to command the Army, and aſſigns him ab Treaty 
Council of War; nay, after War is declared, in any Caf wr T 
but for the Defence of the Empire, any Prince may notwith- tow 


ſtanding remain Neuter ; as the Elector of Bavaria did in 1705 2 80 
when the Empire entered into a War to fave the Du, I teach tt. 
and in the laſt War occaſioned by the Election of the H Wc no 
ſent King of Poland. The Diet likewiſe ſettles the Expencs Wa, 

of the Government ; and the Quota which each Prince ©: The 
State is rated at, is ſtiled his Contingent ; theſe are govemed other g 
by old Precedents, and the antient Name of Reman Monts Wars © 
is ſtill in Uſe, becauſe of old theſe Subſidies were common! BW 2 wit 
either to enable the Emperor to make War in /taly, or ' de fam 
his Journey to Rome to be crowned, | „unge 
Laſtly, the Diet enters into and makes Alliances ee, 
Foreign Princes, which are however commonly neger no 
by the Emperor, who is empowered for that Purpoſe, anc u en dle 
the End, the Treaty ſo concluded is ratified by the Empi; upon an 
and hence ariſe Wars, in which the Empire is obliged o BW Treaties 
Part, tho' not attacked; on this ſcore likewiſe Foreign * Conduc 
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bye their Miniſters at the Diet, though the Empire ſends no 
Ambaſſadors. 

But in moſt of the Congreſſes for bringing about a Peace, 
where the Empire has joined in a War, ſome Regard has 
deen had to her Interpoſition; as at Nimeguer, here the Im- 
perial Miniſters had Powers from the Empire; at Ryſwick 
they named a ſpecial Commiſhon ; they ſent Deputics on the 


| fame Account to the Hague, when curing the laſt general 
iir Conferences were held there about Peace; they have 
io had ſome Share ſince in the Approbation of the Treaties 


of Baden and Vienna. 
The Truth however is, that they have been exceedingly 


A uſed in all theſe Caſes, the Emperor making whatever Terms 


far them he pleaſed, and only uſing their Authority to ratify 
them. This we may look upon (and juſtly) as the Cauſe of 
that Languor and 323 of the Diet, in regard to whatever 
has ſo much as a diſtant Relation to War; for the States of 
the Empire knowing, as they very well do, that they have 
nothing to hope and all things to fear from a War, are un- 
willing to venture into it, and being embarked act but heavily, 


| from the ſame Notion, which however unreaſonable, is after 


a! but natural. 

The Peace of Meſiphalia gave riſe to the preſent Diet, 
and eſtabliſhed the Germanick Conſtitution ; but the Diet paid 
dearly for the Advantages ſhe gained, by conſenting to yield 
ſuch fine Provinces as the did to France and Sweden by that 
Treaty ; yet in all ſucceeding Treaties ſhe has had much 
worſe Luck, as loſing in each, and getting nothing by all of 
them. We need not wonder therefore if the States of the Em- 
pie are not ſuddenly rouzed, ſince both Reaſon and Experience 
teach them, that while they can keep out of a War, they can 
nothing, of which they can never be ſure any other 

ay, — 

The great and powerful Princes of the Empire may, like 
other great Princes, be drawn to engage in Alliances and 
Wars by their Intereſts and private Views, and will then 
«t with Vigour and Spirit as other Princes do, and upon 
the ſame Motives of Gain and Advantage, having their own 
Miniſters at every Congreſs to manage their Concerns ; but 
ie Germanick Body being fo circumſtanced as to be able to 
ap no Profit from ſuch Negotiations, even at the moſt fa- 
'ourable Conjunctures, but on the contrary, being often called 
won and expected to make Satisfaction for what is given by 
Taties to other Powers, we need not at all wonder at their 


Conduct. 
23 But 


5 


230 

But to proceed: There is nothing in reference to the C. 
manick Body, that deſerves more Attention than their xg. 
gious Diſtinctions, becauſe theſe really divide the States as |: 
were into two diſtingt Bodies, with various, and in ſome Case, 
even oppoſite Intereſts. All the World knows, that Lu 
began to preach the Doctrines of the Reformation firſt in Gyr. 
many, and that his religious Sentiments were quickly embraced, 
not only by great Numbers, but even by the Subjects in ge- 
neral of ſeveral Governments in the Empire. 

This having exaſperated the Court of Rome, ſhe left no Stone 
unturned to procure the Suppreſſion of this Hereſy (as ſhe called 
it) by the ſecular Arm, which naturally induced the Proteſtany 
to make uſe of the ſame Method for the Defence of themſclre; 
and the Freedom of their Conſciences. Hence aroſe the League 
of Smalcald in 1530, at the Head of which were the Elector 
of Saxony and the Landgrave of Heſſe. 

We have in the foregoing Article given the Hiſtory of thi 
and the ſuccceding Wars on the Score of Religion, and ſhewn 
how little the Elector of Saxony got by trimming between 
the Proteſtants and the Emperor, and how near the latter 
was ſubverting the Reformation in Germany, as effectually az 
in Bohemia, and therefore we need not dwell upon it here. 

It was the Treaty of V 2 that, as it ſettled all other 
Diſputes, adjuſted this alſo, and put it in the Power of the 
People of Germary, of both Religions, to live quietly, a 
good Chriſtians and good Subjects. But as theſe Stipulations 
could not have been long maintained, if fome Method had not 
been found for the Proteſtants to meet, and take Meaſures in a 
Body for their own Preſervation ; ſo the fundamental Laws f 
the Empire having once authorized this, the Method was not 
long undiſcovered. 

In the firſt Diet held at Ratiſbon 1653, after the Concluſion 
of that Peace, the Proteſtant Princes and States reſolved to cn- 
ter into a cloſe Conjunction with each other for their mu- 
tual Support; and as no Body can act without a Head, they 
unanimouſly conferred that Honour upon the Elector of Sax), 
at the Houſe of whoſe Miniſter their Conferences have been 
ever ſince held; and from this Conjunction or Confederacy 
ariſes what is called the Evangelic Body, which is the Guard 
and Rampart of the Proteſtant Intereſt in Germany, watches 
over the Laws provided for the Security of Religion, and in 
-atc of Violations, which from the natural Spirit of Popeg 
but too frequent, ſets on foot Applications to the Imperial 
i hrone, and thereby procures Redreſs and Satisfaction. 


Ou 


for me 
Circle 
made 
have 
the dal 
the Ir 
1500, 
Saxony 
ancien 
But 
under 
and b' 


12311 


One would have imagined, that when the Elector of Saxony 
uitted the Proteſtant Religion, he ſhould of courſe have loſt 
tis Quality of Head of the Evangelic Body; but the contrary 
is the Fact, which the Reader muſt admit is a very ſtrange 
ane; but for this, two Reaſons are aſſigned: Firſt, that the 
Flector of Saxony, conſidering the Weight and Influence this 
Character gave him, was unwilling to reſign it; and next, 
that the Proteſtants finding his Change of Religion gave Force 
to his Repreſentations in their Favour to thoſe of His own 
Communion, ſaw no Cauſe to take their Affairs out of 
his Hand, which is however what they may do whenever 
they think ft. 

There is, I think, only one Point more that is neceſſary 
for me to eonſider, and that is, the Diviſion of the Empire into 
Circles, which in a former Article I ſhewed was a Regulation 
made in the Reign of the Emperor Maximilian, and in this I 
have mentioned the Reaſon of that Diviſion, which was for 
the dake of Juſtice, and took place originally on the founding 
the Imperial Chamber. This Diviſion, which was made in 
1500, eſtabliſhed only Six, viz. Bavaria, Franconia, Swabia, 
Saxony, the Rhine, and Męſiphalia, which are ſtill called the 
ancient Circles. 

But the great Princes declining to bring their Dominions 
under the Form of Circles, that Emperor over-reached them, 
and by throwing the Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria 
into the Circles of Auſtria and Burgundy, drew in the 
Eleftors of Saxony and Brandenburgh to follow his Example 
in the Circle of Upper Saxony; and the Elector Palatine and 
the Eccleſiaſtical El-Qtors did the like with reſpect to the Upper 
Rhine, which encreaſed the Number to Ten. 

In each of theſe Circles there is a Director and a Chief, 
the firſt for the Management of Civil, the latter for regulat- 
ing Military Affairs; the Directors are fixed and permanent, 
but the Chiefs or Generals are elected by the Circles. It is 
to the Directors of the reſpective Circles the Imperial Cham- 
ber commits the Execution of its Decrecs, and from hence 
ve ſee how this Diſtribution comes to be of uſe in that of 
Juſtice, as alſo why the moſt potent Princes were leaſt inclined 
to it. | | 

The Circles having many Aﬀairs to manage, hold frequent 
Diets, in which their Directors preſide, and in which they 
take Meaſures for their own Proſperity and Security; and 
a ſometimes theſe cannot be ſo well purſued without the 
oncurrence of their Neighbours, they negotiate with the 


lets of other Circles; and when this is done upon any par- 
Q 4 ticular 
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ticular Occaſion, or with a View to a certain Point, they 
are ſtiled Confederate Circles; but this being more frequere 
amongſt the Circles of the Upper and Lower Rhine 280 
IVe/tphalia, they are from thence denominated Correſponding 
Cir cles. 

Thus in as narrow a Compaſs as it is poſſible, we hare 
given the Reader a compleat View of the moſt perplexed and 
complicated Government, ancient or modern, that ever exiſt, 
and put it entirely in his Power to comprehend whatever i; 
advanced in relation to it by any of our Orators or Politician; 
and therefore we have nothing farther to add, but this Ob. 
ſervation, that however particular Princes may act to pro. 
mote their Intereſts, the Germanic Body keeps conſtantly in 


view the Maintenance of Publict Liberty, as founded on the 
Treaty of /Ye/tphalia. 
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CHAP. X. 


A Succind View of the Hiſtory of the FRENCH 
Nation, ſince they have been governed by the Houſe 
of BOURBON, explaining the Altergtions that bare 
been made in the Structure of their Conſtitutin, 
the Progreſs of their Power, the Views of tl: 
reigniag Family, their Influence and Intereſts, 


T5 E Memoirs of the two great Houſes of Aufia and 
Bourbon include almoſt all that need be known of the 
eneral Hiſtory of Europe, to underſtand perfectly its preſent 
State and Condition, together with the Nature of thoſe politic 
Diſputes which reign at preſent, or which having diſturt&d 
paſt Ages till laid aſleep by ſome happy Expedient, are in Dat- 
ger of awaking, again and kindling freſh Confuſions. 
We have already given the Reader the former Hiſtory, which 
we were obliged to take pretty high, in order to make it the 
more evident how the Auſtirian Houſe acquired by Policy, 
Marriages, and Accidents, ſo extenſive Dominions as ſhe once 
poſſeſſed; how ſhe fixed the Imperial Dignity in her. ', and 
how in conſequ-nuce of her ambitious Projects and their Dil 
appointment, the gave a ſe;tled Form, a certain Authorit), 
and an immutable Securit, to the Germanick Empire. 
By the Nature of our Plan, we are next led to give 2 fa 
usiactory an Account of France, which conſidering the! od 
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Compaſs we are to do it in, is a very hardy Es 


but we are engaged and mult go through; only for the ſake 
of Perſpicuity it may be proper to ſay a Word or two of 


Ta what we propoſe, and of the Method in which we are to 
proceed. 3 a 
me As to the firſt, we have three Things in View, viz. ex- 
and plaining the Change of the Gallic Conſtitution from what it 
% WW wi, into what it is at preſent ; ſhewing the Means by which 
ric WW the French have pulled down the Puiſſance of the Auſtrian 
ins; Houſe, and rais'd one much more formidable of their own ; 
Ob- and exhibiting the true Syſtem of Gallic Policy, Influence, and 
pro- power, as it ſtands at this Day, and the Chances for and againſt 
in ber accompliſhing her great View ot being the ſole Directreſs 


of Europe. 

It wil be allowed, that if we can tolerably accompliſh this, 
we ſhall not only furniſh the Reader with an entertaining 
and inſtructive Memorial in relation to one of the moſt im- 
portant Points of Hiſtorical Learning, but alſo give him an In- 
licht into a political Myſtery of the higheſt Conſequence, 
which, like the popiſh Plot in our own Country, is believed 
by Multitudes and denied by © titudes ; like it, ſubſiſted long 
before it was talked of, and ſtull ſubſiſts, and is like ſo to do; 
and finally, has ſuch a Tendency to our Debaſement and De- 
ſtruction, that we can be no longer ſafe than while we have 
our Danger in our Eye, and the Means of preventing it in 
our Thoughts. 

The only Method of doing this, and keeping within due 
Bounds, is to begin firſt with Facts, and bringing the 
Trench Hiſtory ſince the Acceſſion of the Houſe of Bourbon 
(which contains but four Reigns) into as ſhort a Space as 
can be ; repreſenting with as much Juſtice as poſſible the Spirit 
of each Reign, and of every Adminiſtration ; marking the 
conſiderable Acceſſions of Power at home and Terrority abroad; 
| and laſtly, ſetting in a clear and full Light the State of France 
this Day, in regard to Revenues, Power and Policy. 

Theſe Things will neceſſarily require ſome Room, that 
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t the they may appear in their proper Forms, and have that Diſtinct- 
olicy, nels which is requiſite to their being comprehended clearly; 
once but the Nature and Importance of the Events give us good 
, and Grounds to hope that it will not be apprehended we dwell 
Di too long upon a Subject, which for our own Sakes cannot 
orith, wal be too much conſidered, or ever in danger of being too 


minutely underſtood. 

The Succeſſors of the Emperor Charles the Great, go- 
che Kingdom of © ence for many Generations, from 
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A. D. $14, in which that great Prince died, to A. D. 9%, 
when Hugh Capet ſeized the Crown, and had his Right con. 
firmed by the Nobility, Clergy, and People of France, upon 
the Death of Lewis V. to the Prejudice of Charles Duke d 
Lorrain, who was the undoubted Heir of the Carlovingia 
Race, 

Lewis IX. a direct Deſcendant from Hugh Capet, and who, 
on account of his various Expeditions againſt the Infidels, ha 
obtained the Sirname of St. Lewis, died A. D. 1270, and left 
two Sons, Philip and Robert. The latter eſpouſed Ar, 
Daughter of "obhn III. Son to Hugh Duke of Burgundy, by 
the Heireſs of Archambault, Signeur de Bourbon. This 1 
ſhip coming thus to Robert Count de Clermont, Son to 8. 
Letbis, in right of his Wife's Mother, he thereupon aſſumel 
the Name of Bourbon. 

His Family ſucceeded to the Crown about three hundre 
Years afterwards, on the Murder of Henry III. the laſt Mo. 
narch of the Houſe of Valois, by James Clement a Jacolir 
Monk, in the Perſon of Henr King of Navarre, who wa 
the Ninth in Deſcent from Robert Count of Clermont, and 
whoſe Claim to the Crown was clear, though on account of 
his being a Proteſtant, a 12 part of his Subjects were in- 
clined to reject him; and on his firſt taking the Title d 
King of France and Navarre, the City of Paris, not content 
with diſowning his Authority, treated him with ſuch Diſteſ- 
pect and Indignity, as few Princes but himſelf would har 
torgiven. 

He came to the Regal Dignity Auguſt 2d 1589, in Cir- 
cumitances extremely critical for himſelf and for his King- 
dom. The Capital City and the greater Part of the Provinces, 
were in the Hands of ſuch as refuſed to acknowledge him, 
and who, to keep the better together, aſſumed the Title of 
"HE LEAGUE, ſheltered themſelves under the Authority df 
the Pope, and were ſupported by the Aſſiſtance of Philp Il. | 
King of Spain. A great many of thoſe who adhered to him 
were ſo divided between the Reſpect due to Principles of Loy- 
altv, and the Care that was requiſite to be had of the Catho- 
lick Religion, that he could ſcarce confide in them; at the 
tame Time his Army was but weak, and he had but ver) 
little, indeed, ſcarce any Revenue. Laſtly, moſt of the great 
Powers in Chriſtendom were averſe to him. 

The Emperor, both for ſpiritual and temporal Motives, ws 
againſt him, as being defirous of weakening the Powe! 
of France. Spain was his declared Enemy, and even form 
Pretenſions to the French Succeſſion; all the Friends my 
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| pendents of the Houſe of Auſtria followed their Example, ag 
others alſo did, on, account of the Excommunication of the 
| Pope, whoſe Proſtitution of the Goſpe! to ſerve his wicked 
NDefign of extending his own Power, towards which he thought 
the Puin of France neceſſary, was one principal Source of 
the Troubles that uſhered in the Reign of Zenry IV. 

On the other hand, that brave and heroick Prince had alſo 
| {me Circumſtances that were not a little in his Favour, 
and which by his Prudence and military Skill he ſo im- 
| proved, as to bring his Enemies into ſuch a State as forced 
them to ſubmit. The LEAGUE was without a Head, or 
which comes to the ſame Thing, had ſeveral, in regard to 
whom the Sentiments of thoſe who were averſe to Henry were 
divided. 

dome ſuppoſing that his being no Catholick, left him no 
Right, were for having Recourſe to the next Prince of his 
Blood, who was a Papiſt; viz. the Cardinal de Bourbon, who 
was at that time a Priſoner, and whom nevertheleſs the 
proclaimed King, by the Name of Charles X. Others fa- 
voured the Duke de Mayenne, who acted as Chief of the League 
in the Minority of his B the Duke de Guiſe, to whom 
the Herd of Bigots were moſt inclined, and laboured to per- 
ſuade him to ſupplant his Uncle. The King of Spain con- 
ſdering his Daughter the Infanta Jſabella, Grand- daughter to 
Henry II. as the neareſt Relation to the deceaſed King 
Henry III. was for having her owned (notwithſtanding the 
Salic Law) Heireſs of the Crown of France; and in that 
Caſe offered to give her in Marriage to any Prince the States 
ſhould chuſe. 

This Diſtraction of Intereſts divided the Minds, and 
weakened the Forces of the Leaguers exceſſively. Beſides, 
the King was in point of 5 woes, Abilitics, in all Reſpects, 
very much ſuperior to any of the Faction that oppoſed him, 
Thoſe who ſtuck cloſe to him, eſpecially his old Friends, were 
Men of great Probity and diſtinguiſhcd Parts; and many of 
them, the braveſt Men, and beft Officers in France. He had 
lome Allies alſo owned him in the worſt Situation of Affairs; 
and tho that alone was a very conſiderable Service, yet they 
aterwards aſſiſted him to the utmoſt of their Power; ſuch 
& the Queen of England, Elizabeth; the Republick of Ve- 
dls ms Proteſtant Princes of Germany; and the States of 
He found himſelf obliged to raiſe the Siege of Paris, which 
bis Predeceſſor had formed, and retired into Normandy, in 
dopes of reducing that Province, and ſecuring a Communi- 
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cation with England. The Duke de Mayenne followed. 2 
came up with him ata Village called Arques, not far froy 
Dieppe, where a Battle enſued, in which the King ws 
victorious. He proceeded afterwards into different Part, ,; 
the Kingdom, and had the good Fortune to reduce then 
either by Force or Compoſition ; and then returned int 
N:rmandy, where he gained the famous Pattle, of Jury, ry 
defeated the Duke of Mayenne the ſecond T ime, who then 
ſued to him for Peace. But the Spaniards entering the King. 
dom, and Pope Gregory XIV. having excommunicated 4 
who paid Obedience to his Majeſty, both Clerpy and Laity, 
this embroiled Things again, and gave new Hopes to 182 
LEAGUE, 

The King ſeeing clearly, that his Subjects would never 
univerſally acknowledge and ſubmit to him, while of a it. 
ferent Religion, took a Reſolution of profeſſing himſelf d 
the Faith of the Church of Rome, which he did Fu 1; 
1593, and the Year following he was with great Solemnity 
crowned at Chartres, the City of Rheims being not at that 
Time reduced. This Step produced, and very ſpeedily too, 
all that the King expected from it. 

The People of Paris, who had been his inveterate Enemie, 
and had ſhewn more Confidence and more Conſtancy than 
is uſual in the Paſſions of the Populace, immediately changed 
their Minds, and in ſpite of the Duke de Mayenne, put the 
King into Poſſeſſion of the Capital of his Dominions ; and by 
their Example made Way for his becoming Maſter of th: 
whole Eingdom, and even of the bittereſt and moſt power- 
ful of his Enemies, whom he received to Mercy, and gue 
them no Cauſe to repent their returning to their Duty, and 
hbying down their Arms, ſince he made no Diſtinction between 
his old and new Subjects. 

But for all this, there wanted not ſome, who prompted by 
the violent and wicked Opinions taught by the Clergy and 
Monks in the Time of he Holy LEAGUE, deſired the Det? 
of the beſt Mor:rch that Generation had ſeen ; amongſt tie: 
was Gre Job Chi/tel, tic © on of a ſubſtantial Citizen of Pam 
and hiniſelf 2 Boy of »i::ctcen, who actually attempted t 
murder that Prince, and aiming a Knife at his Throat, ftruc 
him in the Mouth with ſach Force, as to beat out one of I 
Fore-Tceth, for which, by ge Judgment of the Pariiame": 
of Paris, he was torn to Ficces by wild Horſes ; and the 
Jeſuits, in Conſequence of whoſe Doctrine he did it, . 
baniſhed for ever; which Edict the King, unhappily for hin“ 
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As the Aſſiſtance of the King of Spain chiefly ſupported 
the LEAGUE ; and as King Philip, under Colour of a Zeal 
© for Religion, ſtill continued to foment Sedition and Rebel- 
lion, Henry declared War againſt him, as being better pleaſed 
to contend with an avowed, than with a conceal'd Enemy; 
© with one who was obliged to employ his own Forces, than 
with one who brought againſt him none but his own traiterous 
| Subjects. 

; 1 his was a very Wiſe and right Step, which the King 
| proſecuted with ſuch Vigour, that King Philip became in- 
E clined to a Negotiation; and this ended in a Peace between 
| the two Crowns, called from the Place where it was ſign'd, 
| the Peace of Vervins, 

| With this Treaty, tho' both Parties ſcemed very well 
| pleaſed, yet the Catholick King only diſſembled, and con- 
E tinued his Intrigues with all the Malcontents in France, and 
| even debauched ſome, who had the higheſt Obligations to the 
King, from their Duty. Amongſt theſe Marſhal Biron was 
one, from whom King Henry had received many Services, in 
| Conſideration of which he pardoned him once, and adviſed 
bim to enter into no new Engagement of this kind, for fear 
of what might follow. 

| But Biron was ſo blinded with Ambition, and the Hopes 
| of becoming an independent Prince by the Help of Sparn, 


| that immediately after he relapſed into the ſame illicit Cor- 


| reſpondence, which the King having diſcovered, cauſed him 
to be brought to Juſtice, and by an Arret of Parliament he 
| oft his Head on the laſt Day of July 1602, in the Ba/tilr, 
ſewing little of that Courage in his laſt Moments, for which 
be had been ſo deſervedly famous. 
This King, who was one of the greateſt Princes of his 
Age, both in the Ficld and in the Cabinet, was very un- 
| fortunate in his Family. He was firſt married to Margaret of 
Falrs, Siſter to his Prodecetior Henry III; a Marriage un- 
| happy from its Commencement, which furniſhed Occafion 
for the Maſſacre of Paris, one of the blackeſt and moſt bar- 
| barous Actions that ever deformed any Hittory. This Prin- 
«> was not indiſcreet only, but alſo diflolute in her Con- 
| cut, and the King in this Reſpect was far enough from being 
laultleſs in his. 
| The Dutcheſs of Beaufort was his favourite Miſtreſs, and 
like others in her Condition, was fo proud of her Infamy, 
and abuſed her Power with ſuch extravagant Inſolence, as 
made her generally hated. Upon her Death the Queen con- 
ented to a Divorce, which was quickly procured at Rome ; 
2 and 
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and in conſequence of which Henry IV. eſpouſed Mary d. J. 
dicis, Daughter to the Grand Duke of Tuſcany. 

But notwithſtanding the great Inconveniencies that arg, 
from his former Amour with the Dutcheſs of Beaufort, tj, 
King had fallen into another with Madam d'Entragues, fe. 
wards Marchioneſs de Vernueil, to whom he gave under hj, 
Hand a Promiſe of Marriage, which afforded the Court «j 
Spain an Opportunity of ſetting on foot a new Conſpiracy in 
France, in order to alter the 13 and inſtead of the 
Dauphin to raiſe Cæſar Duke de Yendoſme (the King's natur 
Son by the Lady before- mentioned) to the Throne, which ce. 
caſion'd much Trouble. 

In Affairs of State Henry was a very great and good Prince; 
he loved his Subjects as his Children, and promoted Tide, 
and maintained Juſtice throughout his Territories. He wx 
not inclined to diſturb or injure his Neighbours, but rather 
content with his own Dominions ; nay, fo far was he per. 
ſuaded, that a fteady and unalterable Balance of Power wx 
for the common Benefit of Chriſtendom, as in the latter End 
of his Reign and Life to form a Deſign of eſtabliſhing it, ard 
thereby cut off Pretences for Wars in ſucceeding Times, by 
Means of a perpetual Congreſs. 

In order to this, he found it requiſite to leſſen the Power a 
the Houſe of Auſtria, by depriving it of thoſe Dominion 
acquired without any juſt Title in Italy, which he propoſed to 
have erected into ſeparate Principalities, as moſt conducive 
to a general Peace, and the common Benefit of the Inhabi- 
tants. But while he meditated theſe great and glorious Projeds 
for the Good of Mankind, and had aſſembled in Champagr 1 
numerous Army, which was on the very Point of marching 
to put them in Execution, a Period was put to his Days and 
Schemes by the Hands of Rarwillac, an infamous Aſſaſſin, on 
the 14th of May 1610, in the 57th Year of his Age, and 
twenty-ſecond ot his Reign. 

We have no very good Account of the Cauſe of this A. 
ſaſſination; and ſome of the moſt eſteemed amongf the Fre» 
Hiſtorians give us very broad Hints that it was never through) 
inquired into; however various Circumſtances have incline 
the moſt impartial Judges to ſuſpect, that the Lady beforemen- 
tioned had a deep Hand in this Aﬀair, and that the Partizans 
of Spain were far enough from being ignorant of it: At leaf 
thus much is evident, that his Death could not have happened 
more luckily than it did for that Nation, even if they had, & 
it is ſuggeſted they had, the appointing of it. Th 
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This great Monarch left behind him three Sons and as 
many Daughters, iz. the Dauphin; the Duke of Orleans, 
who did not long ſurvive him; and John Baprift Gaſton, then 
giled Duke of Anjcu, and after his Brother's Death Duke ot 
© Orlkans; Elizabeth, married to Philip IV. of Spain; Chriſtina, 
who eſpouſed Victor Amadeus Prince of Piedmont, afterwards 
Duke of Savoy; and Henrietta Maria, Conſort to Charles 1. 
of Great Britain. Henry IV. annexed to the Crown Bearn, 
Biere, together with the Counties of Foix and Brefſe, which 
were his private Patrimony. 
Lewis XIII. ſucceeded in the Ninth Year of his Age, un- 
der the Tuition of his Mother Mary de Medicis; and on 
the 17th of October 1610, was with great Solemnity crown'd 
at Rheims by the Cardinal de Foyeuſe. The famous Marquis 
4 Rhoſny, at this Time Duke de Sulli, who had managed 
the Finances in the late Reign with ſo great Applauſe, re- 
ed almoſt as ſoon as this began; and tho' the Princes of 
the Blood, and the great Lords, made very high Profeſſions of 
Loyalty upon the King's Murder, yet the Court quickly fell 


. Confuſions. 
is aroſe in part from the ill Management of the Queen- 
Regent, entirely governed by an Italian Chamber-maid, whoſe 
e Name was Eleanor Galligai, and her Huſband Conchino Con- 
rf chini, whom ſhe had made Marſhal of France, by the Title 
of Marſhal d Ancre; and in part alſo from the boundleſs 
Ambition of the Princes and Grandees, who could not fail of 
ey laying hold of ſo favourable a Conjuncture as a Minority, to 
ra x render themſelyes in a manner abſolute in their reſpective Go- 
ek vernments. : 
. This bad Behaviour and immoderate Power ef theirs, pro- 
duced many and great Inconveniencies to the People, who, 
to leſs expoſed than at preſent to the Oppreſſion and Fleecing 
of the Crown- Officers, were nevertheleſs as much oppreſſed 
and fleeced by thoſe Princes and Lords, who, tho' they ſome- 
times mentioned them in their Speeches and Manifeſtos a- 
gainſt the Court, yet never thought of them at any other Time, 
but compromis'd their Differences with the Adminiſtration on 
private and perſonal Conditions, without the ſinalleſt Notice 
| taken of the Publick. 
In this manner things went on till the Year 1615, when 
the young King eſpouſed the Infanta Auna of Auſtria, at the 
eme Time his Siſter married her Brother Philip IV. By this 
Match the Courage of the Court was ſo much raiſed, that they 
alventured to arreſt the Prince of Conde, who was looked on 
4 the Head of the Malcontents, even in the Louvre ; 28 
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how bold a Stroke this was accounted at that Time, may 
pear from hence, that Themines the Captain of the Guards u 
performed it, was for this Service immediately promoted to gte 
Rang of Marſhal of France. 

The King was now in the Eye of the Law, Major, 4 
ſuppoſed to have the Direction of Affairs entirely in 5, 
own Hands; but they were much more ſo in thoſe of Ma. 
ſhal 4 Ancre, and none were ſuffered in the Royal Preſence 
who were ſuſpected of having Capacity enough to talk to the; 
Maſter on proper Subjects. Yet theſe Precautions did nx 
long avail; there was a young Gentleman about the Cour, 
wile Name was Luynes, who, by his Dexterity in Hunting, 
was mightily in the King's Favour ; and this Qualification 
giving the Queen's Favourites no Umbrage, he was allow 
tree Acceſs to his Majeſty, and even to entertain him by hi; 
Bedſide, in Confidence that he would diſcourſe only of Trifle, 

But, as it often falls out, the Politicians quite miſtook 
their Man. Luynes, inſtead of Horſes and Hounds, talk d to 
the King of the Diſtreſſes of the Kingdom, the Difcontent 
of the Nobility, and his own unworthy Uſage ; all of which 
he imputed to the Marſhal d' Ancre, hinting alſo, that as he 
had obtained it under one, he might think another Minority 
the moſt convenient Thing in the World for ſecuring his 
Greatneſs. 

The King, who was naturally timorous, needed nothing 
more to drive him into Action, and therefore he reſolved to 
be before-hand with the Marſhal; with a View to which, Or- 
ders were ſent by his Favourite Lines to Vitry Captain of the 
Guards to arreſt him, which he performed April 24th 1617, 
as he entered the Louvre. 

The Marſhal ſtepping back, as if he intended to have drawn 
his Sword, received inſtantly three Piſtol Shots, and dying on 
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the Spot, his Corps was afterwards expoſed to the Fury of the e 
Populace; his Wife was condemned as a Sorcereſs, to have het ter 


Head cut off, which was executed in the Place de Greve, and 
Vitry was made Marſhal of France, for having fo thoroughly 
executed the Commands of his Maſter. 

We may from hence date the Adminiſtration of Lewis XII. 
who had hitherto little more than the Title of King ; and to 
ſay the Truth, it was almoſt all he was capable of having; 
but however, he thought Power was as well in the Hands d 
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his own, as the Queen-Mother's Favourites; and theres — b 
he threw off all Reſtraints of that Sort entirely. The — 
Queen-Mother, who loved governing, or rather that tho . fo 


who governed her ſhould govern, was exceeding!y W 
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ad in the Year 1615 retired with the Duke 4 Epernon into 
| aeeuleſmme, which proved the Cauſc, or at leaſt the Pretence, 
or exciting freſh Diſorders. 2 
She was however quickly reſtored to the King's Favour, 
che Interpoſition of tho Biſhop of Lttgon, whom ſhe had 
Wrought into his Councils; and whoſe Abilities and match. 
eb Ingratitude to her who raiſed him, made him fnne 
Kiently known afterwards when he obtained the Title «of 
Cardinal Richelieu. | 

All this Time Luynes continued the Favourite, obtain: 
e Conſtable's Staff, and was as powerful, and conſequen'!!y 


2 « much hated, as ever Marſhal 4 Hucre had been. Ihe Hi 
* bop of Lugon, as yet only Secretary of State, and who came 
low ut ſlowly into Credit with the King, contributed not a lit- 


e to it, by writing, or at leaſt cauſing to be written, 7/5 Life 
of the Conflable DE Luxa, a Spanyſh Favourite; in which 
ot only Luynes's Character was very freely treated, but the 
King himſelf had his Picture drawn, not at all to his Ad- 
antage. | 

By theſe Arts, but moſt of all by the Indiſerction of 
yes himſelt, who was ambitious, vain, and inſolent, he 
unk in the King's Favour, who only locked for a fair Op- 
portunity of humbling him, when Fortund ſecured her Child 
om falling, by cutting the Thread of his Life when he en- 
yd as yet the greateſt Plenitude of Power. 


Xin & was from this Miniſter that the King ent reccived that 
. in which he afterwards conſtantly purſucd, fc; weakening 
'f the PE deſtroying the Proteſtant Party in his Dominions; as 

+ ing as he lived, the Conſtable aſſiſted in the Proſecution of it, 


nd the laſt Act, of his Life was the Siege of Menficum, ta- 
Wards the End of which he died; but the Notions he had 
ut into the King's Head were far from dying with him; gd 
otwithſtanding thoſe of the Reformed Religion had 
rength, and continued to defend themfelves vigorouſly, | «i 
dei Power gradually declined, and they were very glad to accept 
{ ſuch Truces as the King would grant them, in ider to re- 
over themſelves and recruit their Forces. 

la 1622, the Duke of Rohan, who was one of the principal 
Nobility of that Party, ſubmitted to the King, aſter his 
lieſty had taken Montpellier, and reduced the 2 Part 


'4; of Guerre, His Majeſty then proceeded to Aeiguen, and 
orefore acrciſed there all Acts of Sovereignty, which had not been 
Tr r by his Predeceſſors for a long Time before. He went from 
got «ce to Grenoble, and ſo to Lyons in the Month of Noven- 
leaſe, 7 following, when the Biſhop of Lugon received the Car- 
ard SEG dinal's 
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dinal's Hat, and was from thence forward conſidered as pg 
Miniſter; he in a ſhort Time gained ſuch an Afcendery 
over his Maſter, that he was more diſtinguiſhed by bei 
the Inſtrument of his Miniſter's Projects, than as the Rur 
of {5 great a Kingdom. 

Thi: Monarch was far from wanting Capacity, or ew 
com being indolent,” but he had a Weakneſs of Conftitui 
netural Timidity in his Temper, and little or no Educ, 
>, fo that he was, generally ſpeaking, ſenſible of his Us. 
fins to ſuſtain the Weight of Government, and was glu 
to devolve it upon other Men's Shoulders; but then he wg 
ant to grow jealous of their Authority, and repine at th 
Sight of that Grandeur of which himſelf, and that too for h 
oven Sake, was the ſole Author and Cauſe. 

Hitherto he had been governed by a Favourite, of ven 
limited Abilities ; but his new Miniſter was a Man of quit 
ancther Caſt, He had a Capacity as extenſive as his M. 
niſtry required, and a Spirit capable of ſupplying all the De. 
fects of his Maſter's. He laboured all he could to make the 
King eaſy and great; he indulged his Foibles, and extende! 
his Authority; but in doing this, he never conſidered thy 
Means, whether good or bad, or had the leaft Concern for 
the Conſequences. 

He poſſeſſed his Maſter with an Opinion that his Govers- 
ment could not either be ſecure, or glorious, till he had con- 
ee three Points. The firſt was, the Suppreſſion of the 

roteſtants; for while they ſubſiſted, and had ſtrong Toms 
in their Hands, he was Maſter of only a Part of his Subject, 
and not of his whole Kingdom. The ſecond regarded th 
Princes of the Blood, and the great Lords who were entruſted 
with the Government, who, forgetting that they owed al 
thoſe Marks of Diſtinction to the Favour of the Cour, 
were very apt to pick Quarrels with the Miniſtry, and to 
turn the Force in their Hands upon their Benefactors. In 
the third Place, he ſhewed the King that he could never be lat 
at home while there was a Power ſuperior to his own abroad 
more eſpecially if that Power was his Neighbour. 

In ſhort he inſinuated, that ruining the Proteſtants, and 
abaling the Nobility, were the fole Means of making the 
King eaſy within his Realm, as reducing the Power of the 
Houſe of Auſtria was a Point abſolutely neceſſary to mite 
room for the Gallic Monarchy, and to give it that Creil 
with the reft of the Powers of Europe, that it merited I 
its Situation and Forces. The 
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The King ſaw this Project in the moſt advantageous 
Light poffible ; for it ſuited exactly his Inclinations, and agreed 
x every Reſpect with his Manner of thinking, He ad 
deen bred with ſtrong Prejudices againſt thoſe of the Refo n- 
ed Religion; he had very warm Reſentments, from the 
Wege he had met with from his Grandees; and he had Am- 
tion enough to defire that his Reign ſhould be ſignalized 
br Victories and Conqueſts. | 
e came therefore very readily into the Propoſals made by 
he Cardinal; and conceiving rightly enough of his own 
ant of Strength, and of the bold, enterprizing, and yet ſolid 
*nius of his Miniſter, he reſolved to put the Execution of 
s Plan entirely into his Hands, and to give him all the 
ſiftar.ce his Authority could ſupply, for bringing it in every 
Reſpect to full Perfection. 
He began with the Proteſtants, and the Manner in which 
> treated them, was ſuch, that wat” ſaw plainly enough 
what they had to expect; and therefore exerted themſelves 
o the utmoſt for their own Protection and Preſervation. 
he knew they had a Title to their Privileges by the 
and when Force was made uſe of to overturn thoſe 
leges, they thought it both reaſonable and juſt to have 
xourſe to the ſame Method for their Defence. 
To render this the more effectual, they found it neceſſary 
9 apply themſelves to their Neighbours of the fame Religion 
ox Aſbſtance, which was promiſed them by King Charles I. 
ff Great Britain, though he married his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
lly's Siſter, Ihe French King perſiſted however, in the 
deſolution to execute his, or rather the Cardinal's Scheme; 
d accordingly laid Siege to Rochelle, one of the ſtrongeſt 
aces in the Hands of the Proteſtants, and a very convenient 
ot, by which, ſo long as it continued in their Hands, they 
night always receive Succours from England. 
This Siege laſted a whole Year, in which Time the Eng- 
made two fruitleſs Attempts to relieve it; and t. Place 
s at Jaſt taken by a Contrivance of the Cardinal's. who 
mmanded the King's Army in Chief, and had two Lieute- 
ent-Generals to act under him; for he found Means to run a 
Wee acroſs the Canal, by which they received Proviſions and 
puccours, tho“ with infinite Labour, e and Trouble; ſo 
ut the Inhabitants were forced to ſurrender, and ſubmit 
kemlelves to the King's Mercy, who entered the Place in Tri- 
nh November 1, 1028. 
By this Blow, the Proteſtants in France were brought ſo 
", that many of their great Men were obliged to quit the 
2 Kingdom ; 
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Kingdom; and ſome, deſpairing of their Cauſe, thought it bet 
to embrace the prevailing Religion. Yet it Was not jud 

expedient to proceed in this Matter with Violence, 3 


-ardi retending the War was not carried on ſo much 1 
hg ion ood Catholicks as good Subjects; but he very the | 
well knew that when once their Power was gone, the Re. dot 
ligion of the King and Court muſt by Degrees preyail, 15 

The King was deſirous that his Brother ſhould marry the n 
Princeſs de Hontpenſier, who was of the Blood ** and 2 : . 
very rich Heireſs ; but Monſieur, ſo the King's rother 1 Fe 
ſtiled in France, diſliked the Match, and was rather Incline = 
to marry ſome Foreign Princefs; upon which, the Carding _ 
cauſed Marſhal d'Ornane, and the Count de Chalais, whom ty * 
ſuſpected to have given that Prince this Advice, to be arreſted; t 2 
the latter was ſoon brought to his Trial before a Court con- * 
trived for that Purpoſe, in which Faculty the Cardinal a: 
celled, was condemned by them to loſe his Head, and loft t oo 
accordingly ; and it is ſuppoſed the former would have ſtare * 
the ſame f ate if he had not died in Priſon. BY 

The Duke of Orleans was at firſt very angry, and ſher wy 
great Reſentment at the Ufage his Friends had met win ih 
but at laſt he thought fit to fall into the Cardinal's Schen, 6 
and to marry the Princeſs that had been judged fit for hin Wa 
By this Step the Cardinal ſhewed what the great Low 8 
of the Kingdom were to expect, when he made ſo tt ee. 
Ceremony of 3 = w_ Prince of the Blood, nd 8 

reſumptive Heir of the Crown. e 

1 ariſing in /taly, the Cardinal went thither wy = 1 
ſon, commanded the King's Armies in Chief, and the Mr = 
ſhals Cregui, De la Force, and Schomberg, acted under - Ps 
it is faid he had in View the marching into the Neig 7 a 
hood of Rome, in cafe the Pope, who was then ſick, 2 ra 
died, in order to have forced the Cardinals to advance him u — 
that Dignity. 3 

In the es time a powerful Party was _ eo m_y 
againſt the Miniſter, of which the Queen was the N 1. mY 
Marſhal de Marillac, his Brother the Keeper of the * Mer 
the Cardinal de Berulle, the Duke de Bellegarde, and 1 = 115 
ſhal de Baſompiere, were the principal Perſons 8 Be . TR 
King was at this Time fick at Lyons, and in a wer . Bun 
theſe great Men, ſeveral Methods were propoſed o = Bu 
the Cardinal under the new Reign; but the King recover, gen 


and the Miniſter having exact Information of 3 
Sentiments, to ſhew the full Extent of his Power, * 
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tine Time of his Reſentment, puniſh'd every one of them 
cording to his Vote at that Council. 
The Marſhal de Marillac he put to Death, the Keeper of 
the Seals loft his Place and his Eſtate, the Cardinal de Berulle 


dd of Poiion or Grief, the Duke de Bellegarde was removed 


from Court, and Marſhal Baſomprere impritoned in the Baſile, 
This offended the Queen-Mother highly ; but the King was 
o far from ſhewing any Concera for her Reſentment, that 
he ſent her Orders to retire to her Houſe ; upon which ſhe 
withdrew in Diſcontent, and went ſoon after out of the King- 
dom, carrying the Duke of Orleans with her. 

It was not long before this produced an Inſurrection, at 
the Head of which were the Dukes de Bouillon and Montmo— 
rency 3 but their Forces were defeated at Caftelnaudari, and 
the latter taken Priſoner, "The King then offered his Brother 
his Pardon for what was paft, but he inſiſted upon the Pardon 
of the Duke, which was poſitively refuſed. And he was ſoon 
after brought to Thoulouſe, where he was condemned for high 
Treaſon, and the goth of September 1632, loſt his Head 
publickly upon the Scaffold, tho' he was the laſt of his Fa- 
mily, which was looked upon as the beſt in France. 

Upon this the Duke de Byuil/;n thought proper to withdraw 
into Germany; and the Queen-Mother, and the Duke of Or- 
kans, who had gone again to Court, retired into the Low 
Countries, and put themſelves under the Protection of the 
Court of Spain. I have thrown all theſe Facts together, that 
the Reader may the better perceive with what inflexible Stca- 
dineſs the Cardinal proſecuted the ſecond Part of his Plan. 

We are next to conſider the Methods by which the laſt Part 
of his great Project was carried on; and with regard to 
tis, we are to obſerve, that the Cardinal perceiving the great 
Advantage the Situation of France gave him of acting at once 
aunſt both Branches of the Houſe of Auſtria, continued to 
embarraſs Spain by a War in 1taly, in which ſeveral of the 
little Princes in that Country were at all Times ready to 
offer their Services to France; and on the other hand he found 
Means to diſtreſs the Emperor by ſupporting the Proteſtants 
in Germany, and calling in the King of Sweden to their Aſ- 
litance, at the ſame Time that he was deſtroying them in 

rance. 

But all this could not be done without maintaining a con- 
ſderable Force, and acting on many Sides at once, which 
none of the former Kings of France had been able to do; but 
the Cardinal found Ways and Means to keep up Numerous 

aues, commanded by _ entirely dependent upon the 
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King, or rather upon himſelf, which at the ſame Time dr 
they acted againſt the Enemies Abroad, kept the Diſcontents 
in Awe at Home. 

Thus in 1635, when the King declared War againſt Spain, 
after acting againſt that Crown for ſeveral Years toocty; 
under Pretence of aſſiſting his Allies, he was obliged to haw, 
five Armies in the Field, one in the Low Countries, abb. 
ther in Germany, a Third in Itah, a Fourth in Franche Cem: 
and a Fifth in Rewſſillon, beſides two Fleets, one under the 
Command of the Archbiſhop of Bourdeaux, and another un. 
der ſeveral Officers. 

It is very true, that theſe Fleets were very far from beine 
conſiderable z but however, it is rather wonderful that he ha 
any Fleets, than that they were ſmall ; for in fact, his Fatty 
had not ſo much as a Ship of War, But the Cardinal was the 
great Spring and Manager of all; he commanded the Armies 
of France, when it was neceſlary, with the Power of Conſta 
ble; and he aſſumed the entire Direction of Naval Affan, 
with the Title of Grand-Maſter in Chief, and Sur-Intend:r? 
General of the Navigation and Commerce of France. 

As he had thus the whole Power of the Kingdom in his 
Hands, he was the firſt that ſhewed the mighty Reſources ci 
Erance ; and partly by Force, partly by Fraud, ſometimes by 
the Help of numerous Armies, but more frequently by filent 
Intrigues, he ſo diſtreſſed and weakened both the Emperor and 
the King of Spain, that they ſaw they were in no Cond. 
tion of continuing the War; and at the ſame Time fourd 
themſelves at a Loſs how to extricate themſelves out of it by 
a ſafe and honourable Peace. 

In former Times they had been able to create Diverſions 
France, by aſſiſting ſuch Lords as were diſcontented with the 
Court; they tried the fame Method now, but not with thu: 
uſual Succeſs : For in the Year 1641, the Count de Siſſon, 2 
Prince of the Blood, and a moſt invetcrate Enemy of the Cz: 
dinal's, loſt his Life in the Battle of Sedan, after he had ob- 
tained the Victory; and it is thought was aflaffinated by 2 
Perſon employed for that Purpoſe by the Cardinal. 

The Duke de Bauillon, who was alſo engaged in this Afar, 
retired into the ſtrong Fortreſs of Sedan, of which he wi 
Sovereign, and which in thoſe Days was looked upon as im: 
pregnable ; yet ſcarce thinking himſelf in Safety there, up! 
the King's Approach he came out, and threw himſelf at hl 
Veet, by which Means he received at that Time his Li, 
from a well-timed but diſſembled Mercy. 3 
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But the Cardinal practiſed this Method with ſuch Succeſs, 
in Favour of France, as not only produced immediate and 
important Effects, but ſuch alſo as for ever weakened the 
power of both thoſe Potentates. Thus, on the Part of Spain, 
Caahnis was engaged to revolt, which drew the entire At- 
tention of the Spani/h Miniſtry on that Side, and ſo made 
Way for the Houſe of Braganca to mount the Throne of 
Pirtuoal, and maintain itſelf on the other. 

In Germany, beſides drawing many Princes into a cloſe 
League againſt the Emperor, his own moſt able and Succeſs- 
ful General, Count Walleſtein, afterwards Duke of Friedland, 
was debauched from his Obedience, and encouraged to think 
of rendering himſelf Maſter of his native Country of Bohemza. 
And iv many Adventurers at the Head of mercenary Armics 
were ſupported by France in the Empire, that the Chief of it 
knew not how to act; and all the Members of the Germa- 
nit Body found themſelves obliged to let France diftate the 
Terms of Peace, which were the Contrivance of this Cardinal, 
tho' his Scheme after his Death was executed in its full Ex- 
tent by his Succeſſor Cardinal Mazarin. 

The Part that Britain might have taken in ſuch a buſy 
Scene, was doubtful ; and therefore, by way of Prevention, 
or Precaution, the Scots were ſtirred up againſt King Charles J. 
and encouraged (to revenge the Succours he had given the 
Rochellers to demand the Protection of France againſt their 
natural Prince. This Humour ſpreading Southward, pro- 
duced the Civil War, in which the Cardinal held Intelligence 
with both Parties (that is, in the Beginning) and by inſi- 
nuating evil Impreſſions of one Side to the other, prevented 
al Poſſibility of Reconciliation, which brought on the End. 

In Italy and in Holland, the ſame Methods were purſucd ; 
and the mighty Honours paid by the French Ambaſladors to 
the then Prince of Orange, were calculated to kind!e thoſe 
Tealouftes and Heart-burnings, that were very near ſtverting 
that Common-Wealth. By Arts like theſe, Cardin! Riche. 
leu in a very ſhort Space of Time intirely changed the Face 
of Things; and from overorown Pover, unrcaßhnable In- 
ſuence, and a kind of univerſal Monarchy, reduced rhe How! 
of Auſtria to Weakneſs on one Side, and to a very limit 
Authority on the other, drew over many cf its Allies, an 
= 4p the reſt from ſhewing any Affection towards that Fa- 
mily. So that we may from hence diſcern what vat Deligns 
oe reſtleſs and able Genius can e#-3, when it hes its full 
dope and fit Matter to work upon, which was prectn this 


Miniſter's Caſe, ; 
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Theſe mighty Things performed for the Service of the % 
Monarchy, as well as enlarging the Power of the King, tho th, 
raiſed Cardinal R:chelieu in the Opinion and Efteern of 1, 
Maſter, yet were they very far from gaining his Aﬀecic 
We have already given the Reader his Character, and fr; 
thence it will appear that he was incapable of loving any 1 
from the natural Timidity of his Temper; which prompting 
him to part with his Authority for the Support of his (4. 
vernment, at the fame Time inclined him to be extremer 
Jealous and ſuſpicious of thoſe to whom he parted with i, 
though they managed it ever ſo much to his Advantage. 

H- ad been governed in his Minority, and for ſome Ven 
after, by te Queen his Mother, whom he treated in the n. 
maiiitng Part of his Reign with great Rigour, if not Inhung. 
nity. He made Uſe of his Favourite the Conſtable L. 
to humble all that had been attached to his Mur, yet be 
conte d ſuch Envy and Hatred towards him, as was bf 
lutely unbecoming a Prince; for he was wont to c-nplain 
that tis Peirce was not big encugb to held two Kirss, And 
when tic Z. g,, Ambutlader went to confer with che Con 
ſtable, who acid „% Irie Minibar, he ſaid to them th 
were about him, 7he Anbau, i: "ane to take his Audim 
of the King Luynes. Nay, v. Conſtable came int 
his Ereſchce, with map of the F. obility about him, he ſheve! 
his Ungeuncſs, and tt. Weakneſs of his Temper ſtill mer 
by whiip.ring to fore that were near him, Here comes th 
Ccuri. 

He was afraid of the Bithop of Lucon's Abilities, becauſe le 
believed him devoted to his Mother, and on that Account 
emoved him once from his Council; but when he perceive! 
his Ambition was fo great, as to extinguiſh all Sentiment 
of Gratitude for the Princeſs who had raited him, he honou: 
ed him with his intire Confidence, procured him a Hat fron 
Rome, and made him as abſolute both in Church and Stat, 
as it was poſſible for him to be. 

Yet by Degrees he grew jealous even of him; and as fi 
Power was infinitely ſuperior to that of former Miniſter, 
or to ſay the Truth, than that of former Kings, he hart 
him exceſſively. The Cardinal, who knew his Maſter's Ten: 
per exactly, and that he could no more be without a Fi 
vourite than a Miniſter, judged it convenient to give bin 
one, a Man of an agreeable Behaviour, and under great Obi 
«ations to himſelf, to prevent a worſe Choice. 

"The Perſon he pitched upon was Mr. Cinguemars, the Son 


of the late Marſhal 4 Eat, whoſe Fortune he had made, as 
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of whoſe Fidelity therefore he thought himſclt ſecure. But 


rm 
* the King corrupted his F avourite, by making him the Con- 
of h gdent of his Averſion for his Miniſter. Beſides, the Ambi- 
Clic tion of the young Man was as boundleſs as that of the Car- 
from anal; and he had formed in his own Breaſt ſuch Schemes 
thing of Greatneſs, as he was ſenſible could not be reconciled to the 
aptin Views of Richelieu. It was natural for him therefore, accord- 
: Os ing to the Policy of Courts, to wiſh the Deſtruction of a 
remely Miniſter, whoſe * was incompatible with his Hopes. 
ith it He was ſenſible, that notwithſtanding his Obligations to 
5 lim, the King would not be diſpleaſed with the Cardinal's 
Yar Fall; but he was ſenſible at the fame Time, that his Maſter 
he n. wanted Spirit to accompliſh what he defired ; and this drove 
hun. tim to think of the deſperate Method of depriving Rzche- 
Lan „ of Life and Fortune at once * an Aſſaſſination. He 
yet be remembered the Fate of the Queen Mother's Favourite, and 
; abſo that it was the firſt Step to the Greatneſs of Luynes; and 
nplain, he had himſelf an Intrigue with a great Princeſs, whom 
And he had Hopes of marrying, if he arrived at the Dignity of 
e Con Conſtable. | 
m that But by a Train of unforeſeen Accidents, and that Confu- 
udien don of Mind, which is natural to Men who are embarked 
ne ind in dark and dangerous Deſigns, he did not carry this Conſpi- 
ſhewe! racy againſt the Cardinal into Execution, in the Manner he 
mer, intended; and the Conſequence of this was, that the Cardinal 
mes th came to be quickly infoinzed of all that had been contrived 
azainſt him. 
-auſe le He did not immediately take that Vengeance which might 
Account have been expected from a Man of his Spirit and Reſolution, 
ercelve which was in ſome meaſure owing to the Circumſtances of 
ntiment Affaire, but more to an Indiſpoſition of Body; he kept there- 
honou: fore at a Diſtance from the Court, took the neceſſary Precau- 
lat from tions for the Security of his Perſon, and very wiſcly waited to 
d State, e what Lime would produce. 
| M. de Cinquemars, who could not but perceive the Danger he 
d as hi: was in, had recourſe for hf Security to Meaſures which 
liniſtet, BW ended in his Deſtruction. He knew that the Duke of Or- 
he hate ans, the King's Brother, hated the Miniſter as heartily as 
's Tem- he did; he knew that the Duke de Bouillon, and others of 
ut a Fi the principal Nobility, were of the ſame Sentiments; he thought 
ive kin therefore, if he could engage them in his Party, and draw 
eat Ot them into a Treaty with Spain, they might make themſelves 
ſure of Safety, if not of Succeſs; and in this Deſign hc 
2 - proceeded farther than in the former, for thoſe great Men 
ade, and | 
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came readily into his Purpoſe; and by the Aſſiſtance of yr, 
Fontrailles, the Treaty with his Catholick Majcity was con. 
cluded. 
The principal Articles af this Treaty were, that the Kine 
of France ſhould furniſh 1Zor/reur with twelve thouſand Fw 


hundred thouſand Crowns for levying Soldiers in France, ar 
twelve thouſand Crowns a Month towards their Pay, Ths 
Duke de Bouillan was to have a Penſion of forty thouſand 
Crowns, and Mr. Cinguemars the fame. The latter comm. 
nicated the whole State of Affairs to his Friend M. 4 Th, 
a Man of great Worth and Probity, who difſuaded hin 
from proceeding on this Scheme, and expreſſed a juſt Fore. 
ſight of the dreadful Calamities with which, whatever Tur 
it took, it muſt be attended. 

Ihe Cardinal's withdrawing from Affairs produced many 
Inconveniencies, which the King quickly perceived, and had 
Senſe and Penetration enough to diſcover that the Ruin cf 
Richelieu's Power would be attended with that of his Authe- 
ritv, of which he was ſtill more jealous than of his Miniſter: 
This ſoon led to a Reconciliation ; and the Queen, who hated 
the Cardinal as much as. any of his Enemies, having been in. 
formed by the Duke of Orleans of ſome Part of his Deſign, and 
perceiving it would be attended with diſagreeable Conſequencs 
to herſelf, in caſe of the King's Death, diſcovered all ſhe 
knew to the Cardinal, r Ao ag: her Averſion for him, 
The King was no ſooner acquainted with this, than he conh- 
dered it in the ſame Light the Cardinal wiſhed he {ſhould con- 
der it, as a downright and dangerous Rebellion. 

The Duke de Bello, M. Cinquemars, and M. d Thn 
were ſeized; the Viſcount de Fontrailles took care to with- 
draw in Time, and thereby eſcaped the Fate of his Friends 
M. Cinguemars and M. de Thou were condemned, the forme! 
for Treaſon, and the latter for concealing that "Treaſon when 
diſcloſed to him, to loſe their Heads ; and this Sentence ws 
immediately put in Execution, M. Cinquemars was not mul 

itied, but the wholc Nation was under a remarkable Concern for 

I. de Thou, who was the Son of the great Preſident of the lame 
Name, and was thought to have owed his Death to the 1 Chu. 
racter deſervedly given by the Preſident to the Uncle ct the Ci. 
dinal, in his admirable Hiſtory. 

As for the Duke de Bowillm, tho' this was not either 
his firſt or his ſecond Offence, yet his Life was ſpared upon 
bis ſurrendering into the King's Hands the Citade! and Fri 
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tr of Sedan, which was his Property, and was a Place of 
very great Conſequence. Thus ended the Conſpiracy, which 
inſtead of deſtroying either the Perſon or Power of the Cardi- 
nal, contributed to the Security of the former, and, if poſſible, 


io the enlarging of the latter, but very plainly to the Eſtabliſh- 


ment of both. 

The Year 1642 was fatal to the Enemies of the Cardinal d 
Richelieu, and to himſelf. On the 3d of July the Queen- 
Mother, Mary de Medicis, breathed her laſt at Cologn, in the 
ſatr-eighth Year of her Age, having ſuffered a long Perſe- 
cution, and ſome Years -in Baniſhment, from the unnatural 
Severity of her Son, and the unrelenting Hate of the Car- 
dinal. tho' ſhe had been a very tender Mother to the for- 
mer, and a very kind Miſtreſs to the latter, who was indebted 
to her for his firſt Preferments, and for his Introduction to 
that Power, which with ſo much Inhumanity he had exerciſed 
gainſt her. 

On the eleventh of September following, Cinguemars and 
& Thou loſt their Heads at Lyons ; and, on the twenty-ninth 
of the ame Month Sedan was yielded into the King's Hands. 
Theſe great and happy Turns of Fortune ſeem'd to revive the 
Cardinal from the Grave. He had long languiſhed under a pain- 
ful and dangerous Diftemper, which terminated at length in 
a Cancer in his Arm, which the Phyſicians could not cure, 
and mw Anguiſh which it created they could give little or 
no Relief. 

His Strength decay'd daily, and with it his Spirits ſunk fo 
much, that he was unable to riſe; yet he quitted the City 
of Lyons the Day that the Gentlemen were exccuted, and was 
Grried in a Litter on Mens Shoulders to Fontainbleau, where 
de King then was. He came thither in October, quitted his 
bed, waited on his Majeſty with as much Afliduity, and ap- 
pied himſelf to Buſineſs with as much Vigilance and Acti- 
vity as ever. But after ſix Weeks Reſpite his Diſtemper 
oy him again in ſuch a Manner, as left him no Hopes 

ping, 

The King did him the Honour of a Viſit, and expreſſed 
much Concern at the Condition in which he found him; 
bit there is Reaſon to doubt of the Sincerity of his Ma- 
fes Grief, ſince after the Cardinal's Deceaſe, which hap- 
pened on the fourth of December tollowing, he ſeemed to be 
ry well pleaſed at finding himſelf delivered from a Miniftcr 
Wioſe Power he dreaded, and from whom he knew not how 


o take it away, 
A ſtronger 
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A ſtronger Proof of his Sentiments in this Reſpect was h; 
Netting at Liberty, and recalling to Court, ſuch of the Cr; 
nal's Enemies as were either impriſoned or baniſhed at t. 
'T'ime of his Demiſe ; ſuch as the Marſhals de Vitry, de Baſm. 
picre, d' Etrees, and ſeveral others; who immediately return 
to his Preſence, and were well received. Such are the Vina 
of ſome Miniſters ! and the Gratitude of ſome Kings 

It was not long that the King enjoyed that Liberty wig 
which he was ſo much pleaſed. He had ſuffered for f; 
Years and upwards by a painful Diſtemper, which weaker 
him exccedingly, and which had ſeveral Times reduced hin 
to the Point of Death. His bad Habit of Body, and hi 
Neglect of all Regimen, made his Malady abſolutely incu: 
able; and the April following the Cardinal's Death, the Kine 


found his own approaching ſo haſtily, that he thought fit t It 
draw up a Declaration for ſettling the Government of e bis 
Kingdom after his Deceaſe. with 

The principal Points of this Declaration were theſe : Thx ferrc 


the Qucen his Wife ſhould be Regent during the Minorig leſs! 
of his Son; that his only Brother, the Duke of Orleans, ſhoul lo fa 
| be the King's Lieutenant throughout the Realm, and Prefidere had 
| of the Queen's Council, and, in caſe of his Abſence, the Prin chat 
| | of Conde. This Council of Regency was to be compoſed of th WW whic 
| Perſons before-mentioned, the Duke of Longueville, Julius Mc cutic 
zarin, (for whom Richelieu, a little before his Death, bat in tl 
| procured the Cardinal's Hat,) the Chancellor of Franc, the 
| Sur-Intendant of the Finances, and M. Chavigny. The Kin 
| cauſed this Declaration to be ſigned by the Queen, and by 
| Monſieur. The Prince of Conde and the Chancellor carried i 
to the Parliament of Paris, where it was regiſter'd the 218 > 
April 1643. ; 
F The King ſurvived to the 14th of May, and then died i 
| exceſſive Agonies both of Mind and Body. He was chic 
| troubled at his unnatural Severity to the Queen his Mother, u 
whom he had refuſed Leave to return into France when fi 


* made him the utmoſt Submiſſions, and when he had not tit It 
F leaſt Reaſon to apprehend any Thing from her Return t the 1 
1 could give him Uneaſineſs. He regretted likewiſe the Rig Read 
| | of Richelieu's Adminiſtration, and the Blood that had been fe Franc 
F; thereby. the w 
| He annexed the County of Rowffillon to his Kingdom, 2 and y 
| inlarged the Royal Authority far beyond its ancient and e Defg 
Bounds. This was the great, the diſtinguiſhing Characteriti from | 
| of his Reign, which induced me to take ſo much Pains to f Ge 


in a narrow Compaſs, how ſo great a Change was brought * 
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vet after all that has been ſaid, it can be but imperfectly under- 
{ood, unleſs it be more particularly ſhewn what that Change 
was, which was thus made. | | | 

Before this Time the Nobility were potent, and even the 
meaneſt of the People were in ſome Meaſure free; but at 
his Deceaſe the Royal Authority had almoſt ſwallow'd up all; 
and Mens Safeties and Fortunes, as well as Power and Prefer- 
ment, depended on the Will of the King and his Miniſters. 
Yet ſuch was the abject Flattery, or rather riciculous Foliy 
of thoſe Times, that his Subjects beſtowed on him the Sir- 
name of Juſt; as if he had been more careful in obſerving 
the Laws, and maintaining the ancient and legal Conſtitution 
of France, than any of his Predeceſſors; whereas in fact, he did 
mor: towards deſtroying it, than all the Kings that had reigned 
before him. 

It is true, this did not proceed ſo much from himſelf as from 
his Miniſter ; but that Miniſter could have done nothing 
without the Aſſiſtance of his Authority; and it he had pre- 
ferred the Welfare of his Subjects to the Poſſeſſion of buund- 
leſs Power, he would never have given into his Schemes. But 
ſo far was the King from diſapproving the Plan that Richelreu 
had laid down, or deſiring his Projects might be laid aſide, 


that he provided to the very laſt, and even by the Declaration 


which he ſent to the Parliament for the putting them in Exe- 
cution, and that in their utmoſt Extent, by giving a Place 
in the Council of Regency to Cardinal Mazarin, the Crea- 
ture and Diſciple of Richelieu, who purſued his Maſter's In- 
ſtructions, if not with equal Genius, yet with much greater 
Cunning ; ſo that in the Space of thirty-ſeven Years, (for ſo 
long the Miniſtry of theſe Cardinals laſted) the Deſign of ren- 
dering the Government of France (which in former Times re- 
ſembled the other Governments of Europe) an abſolute Mo- 
narchy, was brought to bear, not more to the Oppreſſion and 
Misfortune of thoſe, who from being Subjects only, were made 
Saves thereby, than to the Terror and Confuſion of all Chri/en- 

dm ever ſince. | 
It was thought requiſite to inſiſt longer, and to explain 
the Events of tt Reign the more clcarly, becauſe it the 
Reader will attentively conſider them, he muit diſcern why 
france is much more ſormidable to her Neighbuurs now than 
he was formerly, when perhaps her real Strength was greater, 
ad with what Reaſon there is ſo much Jealouſy had of her 
Deſigns beyond thoſe of any other Power. We may likewiſe 
kom the foregoing Account of this extraordinary Reign, de- 
e three Obſervations of the greatett Conſequence in regard 
to 
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to Government in general, and which ought to be pere. 
tually in the Minds of thoſe who deſire their Poſterity thoug 
remain as free as themſclves have been, and conſequently t 
have their own Memorics revered, as juſt Aſſertors of Public; 
Liberty. | 
The fir/f is, That the perſonal Characters of Princes ate 
| not of any great Conſequence in changing of Government. 
1 Lewe:s gar” was, in Parts, very far inferior to Henry the 
| Great, and yet he acquired much greater Power by liſtening to 
the Suggeſtions of a Miniſter who governed him, whereas lj 
Father governed his Miniſters and his Subjects himſelf. There 
| | are very great Qualities requiſite in a Prince who aims hinife 
| at overturning a Conſtitution; but a paſſive Obſtinacy js 2 
| Quality not hard to be met with, and this conducted by a de- 
| ſigning Miniſter will do the Work as well. 
| Secondly, "There is nothing fo dangerous in any limited Mo— 
narchy, or mixed State, as ſyſtematical Adminiſtrations, whe. 
ther they are calculated to introduce 'I yranny or Corruption; 
which, in the Body Politick, differ from each other no more 
than an Inflammation and a Mortification in a natural Body; 
that is, the former is more alarming, and the latter more, or 
| at leaſt to the full as dangerous. 
7 Thirdly, Such Alterations can never be wrought but by an 
| artful Management of Factiens, which are never fo dangerors 
to the Freedom of a People, as when they are conniv'd at, 
and tampered with, by a Court. When the Phyſician and the 
Diſeaſe are agreed, the Patient, let his Conſtitution be ever <6 
good, cannot /a/? long. But let us return now from Reflections 
to Hiſtory. 

Lewis XIV. ſucceeded his Father at the Age of four Year 
and eight Months, under the Tutelage of his Mother ume of 
Auſtria, Daughter of Philip III. King of Spain. His long 
Reign, the Evennets and Firmneſs of his Temper, the Va- 
riety of Opportunities thut offered, and which, generally ſpeak- 
ing, no Prince knew better how to turn to his own Advantage, 
enabled him to compleat what his Parent and Predeceſſor had 
begun ; and therefore a juſt and comprehentive Idea of his Reign 
is abſolutely neceſſary, to ſuch as are inclined to be thorougily 
acquainted with the Political State of Europe. 

In order to contribute to this as far as is poſſible, and yu 

as much within Bounds as fo fruitful and fo extenkive 

a Subject will allow, we ſhall divide the general Repreſents 
tion of this Reign into five diſtinct Periods; in each & 
which we ſhall endeavour to point out the ruling Mann 
that was purſued, the Means that were made uſe of. for in 
ccome 
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Accompliſhment, and how far they were or were not attended 
with Succcls. 

Theſe Periods ſhall be from the Acceſſion of the King in 
1643, to the Peace of the Pyrennees in 1660 ; from that Peace 
to the Treaty concluded at Nimeguen in 1679; from the 
Peace of Nimeguen to that of Ry/wick in 1697; from the 
Peace of Ryſtwrc# to that of Utrecht in 1712; from the Peace 
of Utrecht to the Death of Lewis the XIVth in 1715. By 
conſidering the Events within theſe five Periods with proper 


| Attention, we ſhall be able to diſcern how the Govern- 


ment of France was intirely model'd into as abſolute a Mo- 
narchy as ever exiſted ; how the Power of that Crown has 
eradually increaſed at the Expence of its Neighbours, to that 
torraidable Greatneſs which rendered it the Terror of Europe 
at the opening of the prefent Century, and how it efcaped 
being reduced within reaſonable Bounds by a grand Alliance, 
25 happily conducted in the Courſe of the laſt general War, as 
it was wiſely concerted in the Beginning of it. 

Theſe are Things of ſuch Importance, that without a clear 
and perfect Notion of them, it is ſimply impoſſible to have 
any true and well-grounded Conceptions of the preſent State 
of Europe, and the reſpective Intereſts of its ſeveral Powers; 
much leſs any Degree of Foreſight as to future Events, and 
what the Conſequences may be of the Increaſe or Decline 
: the Power and Influence of this ambitious and all-graſping 

town. 

We will begin then with a ſuccin& Account of what paſſed 
under the Regency of the Queen-Mother, whoſe firſt and ſet- 
ted Maxim was to increaſe and extend her Authority to the 
utmoſt ; in order to which, ſhe employ'd all the Arts natural 
to her Sex, to gain the Hearts, or at leaſt the Voices of the 
principal Perſons of the Kingdom, during the laſt Illneſs of 
her Conſort : fo that within Mie Days after his Deceaſe, ſhe 
odtained a Declaration from the Parliament of Paris, by which 
lie was appointed ſolely and ſimply Regent of the Kingdom 
during the Minority of her Son. And within four Hours af- 
ter — this de which entirely cancelled that 
ab the late King ſigned by herſelf, and approved by the ſame 
: — ſhe placed Cardinal Mazarin at the Head of her 

ounc1l, 

As this Miniſter conducted the Affairs of France with great 

Tiety of Fortune for eighteen Years, and as he is ſuppoſed to 
= given his Maſter that Plan of Policy purſued through his 
mg Reign and which, for any thing that appears to the con- 
wry, is ſtill purſued ; it will be nec ary to enter more parti- 

cularly 
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cularly into his Character, and to ſhew by what Steps he ry, 
from being a mere Adventurer, without any great Pretences u 
Family, Credit or Fortune, to the Rank of firſt Miniſter in: 
Kingdom where he was an utter Stranger, till the Time he 
was toity Years of age. 

He was by Birth a Gentleman of Nome; his Enemies iq. 
deed have diſputed this, and his Friends never contended fr 
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any thing more. He ſtudied for ſome time in the Univerſty 4. 
of Salamanca in Spain, but he neither was nor affected to be 75 
thought learned; while he was at this Univerſity he had | . 
the Curioſity too common in all Countries, but moſt ſo in 1 
Haly and Spain, to have the Figure of his Nativity drawn ani WR. a 
judged by a famous Aſtrologer of thoſe Days, who very po- _ 
ſitively pronounced that he would one Day become Pope; The ( 
which ſhewed his Ignorance, or rather the Fallacy of that pre- be D. 
tended Art, by which all who put any Truſt in it have ben e M 
miſerably deccived. "HY 

He was firſt the Creature of the Houſe of Colonna, into which "iS 
one of his Nieces afterwards married; his next Patron ws; oP 
Cardinal Sachetti; then he became a Captain of Hotſ:. Being anc 
taken notice of by Cardinal Antonio Barberini, he laid aſide the Ys 
Military, and aftumed the Eccleſiaſtical Habit. He was made Ke 
ue of as an Agent by the French Cor it in concluding the Th 
Peace of Cajal, which he performed at te Hazard of his Lite, Duke 
when both Armics were in the ÞFicld, in Sight, and ready tv» ccc 
engage. : RR | he In 

This recommended him to Cardinal Richelieu, who too Hat e 
him intirely into his Confidence, procured him a Hat from Ram r 
at the Recommendation of his Maſter, and left him much. in Ls 
his good Graces at the 'I ime of his Deceaſe. Mazarin had 3 hive + 
fine Perſon, an eaſy and inſinuating Addreſs, was poſſeſſed af Miel 
all genteel Accompliſhments, had an Air of Courteſy and Rind- overe 
nels, ſpoke ſenſibly of Affairs of Importance, :greeably and ently 
pleaſantly on all other Topicks. In ſhori, he was an able rith 1 
Stateſman and a finiſhed Courticr ; but as for Religion, Vitus id nd 
Honour, Probity, or Regard for the People, they were (to KY 
ſpeak without Envy or Prejudice) Things out of his Wa; In + 
he neither pretended to them himſelf, nor was he ſuſpecel Mike 
of them by others, Yo he Re 

The Affairs of Fraxce were in a very flouriſhing Condition ery d- 
at the Lime the Queen entered upon her Regency; and het Mike 
Majeſty thought fir to continue the War with great Vig0! oer 
tor many Rcaſons, particularly for theſe two; firſt, that the rated 
n.ight fatisfy the Princes of the Blood, and other great Perions wed | 


in the Kingdom, by beſtowing upon them the Command & 
ö ruiles; 
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e rok nies; the other, that ſhe might keep the Dutch, the Ger- 
ces 9 in Princes, and the Swedes cloſely united to France, and 
ma by find the Enemies of that Crown ſo much Employment 
ne he ; 


i defending themſelves, that they ſhould neither have T'emp- 
on nor Opportunity to enter into any Intrigues with the 
contents in France. 

Her Views met with Succeſs, the Duke de Anguien, Son to 
de Prince of Conde, and who afterwards bore himſelf that 
ie, gained a great Victory over the Spaniards, May 18 


es in. 
ed for 
erſity 
to be 


ba 3643, in the Plains of Rocroy, where there were eight thou- 
ſo in ind killed and feven thouſand taken Priſoners ; and ſoon after 
n and e made himſelf Maſter of Thionville. The Duke of Orleans 
pou likewiſe took Gravelines by the Aſſiſtance of the Dutch Fleet. 
pe; he Count du Plefſis-Pralin puſhed on the War in /taly, and 
It pre- he Duke de Breze defeated the Spaniſh Fleet at Sea; but had 


been de Misfortune to loſe his Head by a Cannon-ſhot. In Ger- 


u though the Congreſs was then fitting at Munſter, the 


which Var was carried on with great Vigour, but with various 


nM ucceſs ; and at Home the Cardinal thought fit to remove the 
Heile hancellor of France, and Mr. Chavigny Secretary of State, 
de de om the Functions of their Office, and excluded them from 
8 ouncil. ; | 
5 The Viſcount Turenne having been beat in Germany, the 
s Life, 


Duke de Anguien was ſent to his Aſſiſtance, and had great 
pucceſs, Tortenſon at the Head of the Stwedes having defeated 
he Imperiali/ts in Bohemia, ſtruck exceſſive Terror into that 
Part of Germany, to increaſe which the Duke de Anguien ad- 
anced into Swabia, and on the third of Aug, 1645, defeated 
ount Mercy, near Norlingen, where that General, with near 
iree thouſand of his Men, loſt their Lives. The Duke then 
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fled d aried his Army into Flanders, where he took ſome, and re- 
Ne- overed many other Places; but Things going very indiffe- 
ly 1 ently on the Side of Spain, the Duke was ſent into Catalonia 
an 


ith the Title of Viceroy; but from various Accidents he 
al not the ſame good Fortune there, which perhaps did not 
uch diſpleaſe the Court, 

| In the Year 1647 the City of Naples revolted, and the 
Duke of Guiſe went thither to put himſelf at the Head of 
ie Rebels; but in this the Court of France, as uſual, acted a 
den double Part, that is to ſay, they ſecretly encouraged the 
uke in his Enterprize, and openly diſavowed it; which 
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g 0 ovever was very lucky for him, ſince the Rebels being de- 
Perſon ated in the 3 Year, and himſelf made Priſoner, he 
and. el his Life by preten ing to be an Enemy to France: ; 
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- In the beginning of 1648, the States General of the 11; 


Provinces concluded at Munſter a Peace with Spain, by wi; nch 
that Crown acknowledged them for an Independent Re * the P 
lick, with which the Court of France was very far fork os thi 
ing pleaſed. 182 

The Viſcount Turenne, aſſiſted by the Szwediſb Genn a. 
Mrangel, defeated the Inperialiſts at Semmerhauſen on the us. 
teenth of May 1648, after which they pillaged all Be; 
The Arch-duke Leopold had conſiderable Succeſs with the * 
3 Troops in the Low Countries, where he made hin 

aſter of Lens and other Places; but the Prince of Cy 
(formerly Duke 4 Anguien) put a Stop to his Conqueſt, . 
defeating his Army near the Place laſt mentioned, on g 
20th of Auguſt 1648; where the [mpertali/ts loſt ſeven thay 
ſand Men, thirty-eight Pieces of Cannon, and upwards of x 
hundred Standards and Colours. | 

On the twenty-fourth of October the ſame Year, the Tre, 
ties of Meſiphalia were concluded, which have been ſo oft 
mentioned, and by which France gained the Sovereignty 
Metz, Toul, and Verdun, of which ſhe had been long in hu. 
ſeſſion, tho* by no better Title than that of Force. A 
was likewiſe yielded to her by this Treaty, to the laſting Pre. 
judice of the Empire; which gave up alſo the import 
Places of Briſac and Philipſbourg ; ſo that the French were ex 
tremely well paid for any Aſſiſtance they had given to the Prin 
and States of Germany, in recovering their Liberties and ſccu. 
ing their Conſtitution. 

hus the War ended on this Side as much to their At. 
vantage as they could wiſh, and much more than they cou 
with any Reaſon expect; ſince the Civil Difſentions were aun 
broke out in France with more Heat and Fury than had ew 
happened in the laſt Reign, as we ſhall preſently fee ; but te 
War with Span ſtill continued, tho' for that Reaſon on tix 
Side of France, with very indifferent Succels. 

The Queen-Mother had hitherto conducted her Regend 
with Eaſe to herſelf, and Reputation to the Crown. But in 
1648 a Party was formed againſt the Cardinal, in whica te 
Parliament of Paris joined with the Prince of Cæuti, and be 
Princes of the Houſe of Lirrain, and carried Things to 217 
ay! Height; ſo high indeed, that the Royal Authority, wh 

ad been extended beyond all Bounds, was of a ſudden {iran 
Iy curtail'd ; and the Parliament aſſiſted by the Princes, * 
gan to take upon them the Supreme Authority. 

If this had ariſen from a real Spirit of Patriotiſm, or hat 
been conducted by Men who meant well to their Count!) 
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and in the Beginning of the Year 1650, ſeized and imprißſſ. 
ed the Princes of C945, and Conti, and the Duke of 1,,,,, 
ville; a Meaſure ſo far from being diſliked at Paris, th. . 
ſoon as they heard of it the People made Bonfires in , 
Strects. : 
But long before the End of the Year Things came abc. 
again; the Nation in general ſhewed great Concern for tt. 
impriſoned Princes; the Viſcount Turenne, with a Body & 
four "Thouſand Horſe, attempted to have ſet them at Liben. 
but fail'd ; upon which the Duke of Orleans, the King's Und, 
put himſelf at the Head of the diſcontented Party, who wa 
diſtinguiſhed by the Name of the Frondeurs, which ſianies 
literally the Slingers, and like moſt Party Appellations, {ng 
only to increaſe the publick Confuſton, which was are; 
but too great. 
The Cardinal finding the Torrent turn'd, and running vj. 
lently againſt him, ſo that he could not avoid quitting the 
Kingdom, reſolved to take a bold Step before his Departure; 
and accordingly went in Perſon to Havre, where the Prince 
were confin'd, and having ſet them at Liberty, ſet out imme. 
diately for Liege. The People of Paris were no ſooner in. 
formed that the Princes were free, than they lighted Bonkrs 
in the Streets, with as much real Zeal and Sincerity of Her 
as they had done on the News of their Confinement. 
This Tranſaction happened in February 1651, and durirg 
that whole Year Things went ſtrongly againſt the Cardins, 
in ſo much that the King was forced to publiſh a Dec 
ration excluding all Strangers from his Council, and even 2 
French Cardinals, as too much addicted to the Pope. bu 
this was ſo far from giving Satisfaction, that the Prince d 
Condé, in Conjunction with the Duke of Orleans and otter 
Princes of the Blood, proceeded to raiſe an Army, and t 
enter into ſecret Engagements with Spain. The Court upn 
this ſeeing no Hopes of an Accomodation, and having mor 
Need than ever of the Cardinal's Advice, reſolved to reci 
him, of which the Parliament being informed, in the Mont 
of December following ſet a Price upon his Head; tho' in d 
this they only ſhewed how high on both Sides it was valued. 
In the Beginning of the ſucceeding Year 1652, the Cardin! 
returned = 
by the Marquis de Hecquincourt, who for this great Sers 
was made Marſhal of France. A new Civil War v+ 


opened, and the King, tho' of Age to govern by himlel. . 
his Capital and ſeveral other of the chief Cities in his Ng 
dom declare againſt him; the Prince of Cond: had alto 4 
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Vantage over the new Marſhal, and if it had not been for 
Prudence of the Viſcount Turenne, now reconciled to the 
burt, had entirely defeated the King's Troops. 

On the ſecond of July another Battle was fought, when the 
Malcontents in their Turn had been totally routed, if the 
Mauchter of the Duke of Orleans had not cauſed the Cannon 
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250 {the Baſtile to be fred upon the King's Troops, and received 
Liber he Army of the Prince of Conde into the City of Paris. The 
ee en this removed the Parliament of Paris to E 
to * ad in Augu/t Cardinal Mazarin was again ſo diſtreſſed that 
fonts » retired a ſecond Time out of the Kingdom. x 
6 „ Things however took another Turn towards the latter End 
ow if the Year. The Prince of Conde and the Duke of Orleans 


mittea Paris; the King went thither, the Parliament ſub- 
fitted entirely, and in February 1655, the Cardinal returned 
n Triumph; the King and his Brother went two Leagues out 
Town to meet him, the Magiſtrates went in a Body to 
ompliment him, and the People by their Bonfires expreſs'd 
eit Joy for his Return. The Prince of Conti ſoon after 
married the Cardinal's Niece, and moſt of the Places that 
were held for his Brother the Prince of Conde, ſurrendered to 
he King. 

On the twenty-eighth of April 1654, his Majeſty in Parlia- 
ment declared that Prince a Rebel, and deprived him of all his 
Employments. On the ſeventh of June following, the King 
ws crown'd at Rheims, and at the ſame Time took a ſolemn 
Vath never to pardon Duels. The War continued all this 
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. Time with Spain, and the laſt- mentioned Crown gained 
vince era Advantages, and had gained more if Crommbell, who 
nd oe den held the ſupreme Power in England, had not, contrary to 
and e ne Rules of Policy as well as Juſtice, aſſiſted the French 
on w. both by Land and Sea, ſo much to the Prejudice of the Bal. 


ance of Power in Europe, that the Effects of his ill Conduct 
u this Particular are very ſeverely felt to this Day. 

The Spaniards finding themſelves in no Capacity of main- 
tuning a War againſt France and England at the fame Time, 
villingly liſtened to Propofitions of Peace, which was con- 


ng more 
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_ardinal cuded on the feventh of November 1659, and is that which is 
"on tiled the Peace of the Pyrenees; and on the ninth of June 
Sen e, Levis the XIV th eſpouſed the Infanta Maria Thereſa ; 
_ | Conſequence of which the Prince of Cond# obtained his 


bon, the Nuke of Lorrain was reſtored to his Dominions, 
ad France had a fair Proſpect of Quiet at Home and Abroad. 

The Duke of Orleans, Uncle to the King, died about 
lis Time, as the Cardinal did on the ninth of March 1661, 
S 3 leaving 
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leaving behind a prodigious Fortune to his Family, wich thi 


Advice to the King, that he ſhould never trufl any Mini = 
with the like Power. It is certain he purſued ſteadily, tho WM are 
in a very different Manner, the Scheme of his Predecef;, Aﬀair 
but did it notwithſtanding with the ſame Succeſs. His C. aun 
nius was exactly ſuited to the Times and the Circumſtanc, Frou 
of his Miniftry, With this Diſpoſition Richelieu had quch ber l. 
been undone z and with Rihelieu's Temper Mazarin wou vd, 
have certainly ruined himſelf, and perhaps the Court a WW kelp 
Thus ended this Period, Mr, 

The King was now in the twenty-third Year of his A, Nie l 
and though he had not diſcovered in his Youth, either inan. 
ſtrong Inclination or great Capacity for Learning, ye ji; Wo Su: 
Education had neither been neglected, as ſome have written, ud 
nor, as others have ſuggeſted, was the Care taken in th; King 
reſpe&t thrown away upon the King, whoſe Parts, if they WM time 
were not quick, were however ſolid, and whoſe Want of {cm Avic 
little Scholaſtick Accompliſhments was abundantly ſupplied by t 


the Evenneſs of his Temper, and the Strength of his July 
ment. 

The Cardinal obſerving the Weakneſs of his Conſtitution 
while a Child, was more careful of his Health, than of his 
Studies; and as that grew more confirmed, he cauſed him v 
be taught his Exerciſes, which he performed very graceful, 
as he had a very fine Perſon, As he grew up, the Cardind 
took Care to inſtruct him by his Converſation, to make hin 
well acquainted with the Affairs of his Kingdom, and wit 
the true Character of all the conſiderable Perſons in it; d 
which his Majeſty was very capable, had naturally a Tun 
to Buſineſs, and could apply himſelf to it with Diligence, 
and tranſact it with all the Digni becoming his Rank. I 
had a great Deference for that Minifter and the more {0 
perhaps, becauſe he inſpired him with a Diffidence for ver 
body elſe. 
| Before the Death of the Cardinal, his Majeſty was net 6 
much conſidered as he ought to have been. The old Cour 
tiers addicted themſelves to that Miniſter, and to the Queen- 
Mother; the younger ones apply'd themſelves to the Sur 
Intendant of the Finances, Mr, Fouguet, a Man of lively 2 
well as great Abilities; and who "Coed himſelf with de 
Hopes of ſucceeding the Cardinal, though he had declares 
himſelf pretty openly againſt him, and had engaged in fon 
Intrigues that were afterwards fatal to him. 

The King began his Adminiſtration with removing ti 
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«il; excuſable in a young Man, that is to ſay, he careſſed him 
cecdingly to render him ſecure, and went in Perſon to 
Vantes at the Time he was arreſted, as if that had been an 
1Fair of Importance or Difficulty. The Queen-Mother was 
daun to conſent to this by a Lady who was much in her 
Four; but ſhe very ſoon repented it, for the King allowed 
ter little or no Share in the Management of Affairs after- 
wards, tho he treated her always with much Decency and 
ſpect. | 

"I Colbert, who was of Scots Extraction, and a Creature of 
% late Cardinal's, ſucceeded him in the Adminiſtration of the 
Finances, with the Title of Comptroller-General, the Poſt 
of Sur-Intendant being ſuppreſſed. This Man had great Parts, 
ind a moſt extenſive Genius: he perfectly underſtood the 
King's Humour, and flattered it ; he put him upon making 
timſelf abſolute in the utmoſt Senſe of the Word; by his 
Advice he took from the Parliament of Paris all Power, but 
tat of regiſtering his Edicts, againſt which they were for 
ome Time allowed the Liberty of remonſtrating after they 
were regiſtered ; but of this they were by Degrees deprived. 

Theſe, and ſome other Steps of a like 'Fendency, were 
taken at a Time of all others the moſt favourable that could 
te wiſhed for the King's Purpoſe ; there were few of the great 
Lords in France that retained any thing of their former Power ; 
the Prince of Conde was but juſt pardoned, and had Reaſon 
w avoid reviving the Memory of paſt Offences ; the King's 
Brother, now Duke of Orleans, who had married the Princeſs 
Henrietta of Great Britain, was young, and much addicted 
to his Pleaſures, ſo that there was no body left to oppoſe the 
Deligns of the Court; and they were carried ſo luckily, that 
tie oppoſing them became very ſoon totally impracticable. 

The three Miniſters then at the Head of Affairs were le 
Teller, Colbert, and de Lionne, who had Addreſs enough, while 
tiey governed all Things, to perſuade their Maſter that they 
vere barely his Creatures, and that they did nathing but in 
purſuance of his Directions. It muſt be confeſſed that they 
had nothing at Heart but the complete Execution of the Plan 
d the two Cardinals, which conſiited in making their Coun- 
ymen Slaves, and extending the Power, or at leaſt the In- 
kvence of their Maſter over all Chriſtendom. 

The King bought of Charles II. King of Great Britain the 
Port of Dunkirk, which the Cardinal had been forced to de- 
aver up to Cromwell, the Importance of which was not well 
known, or at leaſt conſidered by the Engliþ Court. This 
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in the War they were engaged in againft England; and h. 
did it with a View of weakening the Maritime Powers, havin: 
at that Time formed Deſigns againſt them both; and in th, 
he was but too fucceſsful ; for while they were ruining esc 
other's Fleets, he was raiſing and increafing his, which d. 
came quickly more conſiderable than it had ever been unde; 
any of his Predeceſſors. 

In the Spring of the Year 1667, white this War continued, 
he fell very unexpectedly, as well as (the World thought) ver 
unjuſtly, upon the Spaniſh Low-Countries, under Pretence (© 
maintaining the Rights of his Queen, and took a great man 
ſtrong Towns in a very ſhort Space of Time. This effect. 
ally opened the Eyes of the Engliſh and Dutch, who wen 
ſoon compromiſed their Differences by the Treaty of Br: 
and quickly after concluded the famous Triple Alliance (the 


Crown of Swed-n making the third Power) with a View d 


ſetting Bounds to France. 

This was indeed the wiſeſt and moſt effeCtual Step that w:; 
ever taken for that Purpoſe, in as much as the Allies decl:red 
roundly to the French Court, that they were reſolved to take 
Part in the War againſt her, if it was not ſpeedily concluted 
by a fair and equal Peace. This well-timed and well-concered 
Declaration produced the Treaty of A:x-la-Chapelle, which wa 
concluded the 2d of May 1665, by which France gave up the 
Franche Comte which ſhe had conquered, but ſhe kept ſon: 
large Diſtricts in the Low Countries, and ſeveral Cities and 
Towns of great Importance; ſuch as Namur, Charlercy, Act, 
Daway, Tournay, Liſſe, and many others. 

But not long after the Tw 4 of the Treaty, this Prince 
found Means to diflolve the Triple Alliance, and to engage 
the Engliſ Court in a Deſign of entirely deſtroying thc 
Dutch; which was brought about, by his ſending over tix 
Dutcheſs of Orleans, who perſuaded her Brother King Chari 
the Second into it, and who at her Return to Fran, ws 
poiſoned in a Fit of Jealouſy by her Huſband, notwithſtanding 
which, the Deſign was ſtill carried on by the two Crown 
azainſt the States. | 

It broke out in the Spring of 1672, and in the Month d 
May, the King paſſed the Maeſe at the Head of one hundre 
thouſand Men, and puſhed the Dutch within a Hair's brezc 
of Deſtruction by Land, while the Eugliſb with the fame u. 
relenting Fury attacked them by Sea. The generality of Hr 
ſtorians very falſly aſcribe the Misfortune of that Republics w 
the 1]} Conduct of their famous Penſionary John de IW inte, be. 
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1nd he with France; but in that he did no more than the Circum- 
haviny ſances of the Times obliged him to ; and if his Maſters had 
in thi ken by adviſed him, and begun the War firſt, by burning the 


vaſt Magazincs which the French King had raiſed at Nuys 
and other Places, in the Territories of German Princes, which 
it was in their Power to have done, all the Diſaſters that af- 
terwards happen'd had been prevented, and they had gain'd 
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time, Time enough to have provided for their own Defence. As it 
en was, the Misfortunes of his Country proved fatal to that great 
ence ei Miniſter, who was barbarouſly torn, or at leaſt murdered and 
t mam cut to Pieces by the Mob. 
effect. The French King puſhed on his Conqueſts as far as Legit, 
10 Very in which City he fixed his head Quarters ; but the Prince ot 
Break, (range, who was then very young, bei ng put at the Head of 
ce (the the Army of the States, defended their Dominions ſo well, that 
View di their Allies had I ume to come to their Relief, and the Parlia— 
ment of England forced the King to make Peace with them, 
that wiz which ſoon altered the Face of Affairs. 
decl:red But as the Emperor and Spain had declared in Favour of the 
to take Dutch, the War was carried into their Territories, and a 
onclut great many Places of Conſequence were taken, ſeveral Battles 
oncented tought ; and the War had laſted longer, if the Parliament of 
wich us Legend had not obliged the King to think in Earneſt of aſſiſt- 
e up the mg the Dutch ; this induced France to incline to Peace, which 
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was negotiated at Nimeguen under the Mediation of England; 
but the French and Dutch clapping up a ſeparate Treaty on the 
wth of Auguſt 1678, the Miniſters of the mediating Power re- 
fuled to ſign it. 

The Prince of Orange alſo being difjleaſed with this haſty 
Proceeding, fought the Battle of Mans, in hopes of fruſtrating 
thePeace, or of diſſolving it in caſe it was ſigned; but the French 
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over ti! ere too wiſe for that, and ſo the Allies of the Dutch were 
1g Chari: Wh forced to come in upon ſuch Terms as they had ſtipulated, 
ance, Wo Wh which were none of the beſt ; for the Town and Territory of 
hſtanding Ifres, the Town and Diſtrict of Menin, the Towns and De- 


Croma pendences of St. Omer, Aire, Cambray, &c. Dirant in the Bi- 


ſhoprick of Liege, and the whole Franche Comte, were given up 


Month 0! Bl Farce, as was alſo the Town and Citadel of Fribourg, and 
e hundres in Effect, the whole Dutchy of Lorrain, 

's breact hus we are come to an End ef the ſecond Period; in 
fame u. wich the Reader will perceive, that the Power of France was 
ty of H. irodiviouſly augmented, and thereby the "Terror of its Neigh- 
blicx urs juſtly increaſed, all which was chicfy owing to that arbi- 


Viet, . MY Government which Lews XIV. bad introduced: From 


nunc Voce it appears, that 'I'vranny is ſcarce a greater Misfortune 
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' 
| to the State in which it prevails, than to its Neighbour, 2 
| 


his Point. And thus the Quiet of all Europe gave Way to or B 
Man's Convenience. the | 
| The Method he took was very extraordinary. Under Pre. whi 
| tence of ſettling the Limits of thoſe Countries, which by the by . 
Treaty of Nimeguen were to be divided between the King and 


, conſequently a Tyrant is not only an Enemy to his own Sub. bi 
| jects, but alſo to Mankind in general. We need not there. "6 
| wonder, that henceforward the French King was general bh 
I! diſtinguiſhed by the Name of the Common Enemy, ſince It 1; wa 
| plain he merited that Appellation. wa 
| | Ihe. Character of Mr. Colbert, fo far as was neceſſary in Phe 
a Work of this kind, has been already given, but it is requiſte 00 
for us now to ſpeak of that of his Rival Mr. de Loudois. The re 
| former had given the King that 'T'urn which proved deſtrudiiye | 42 
. of the French Liberty, and this perhaps chiefly to ſecure hi; Wa 
. own Power; for he eaſily foreſaw, that if the Princes of the I 
| | Blood and the great Nobility came to have any Share in gh: Eu 
| | Government, it would be very difficult, if not impoſſible, for the 
him to preſerve himſelf ; and thus the Interęſis of a whole Natim G 
: . ra 
were ſacrificed to thoſe of a ſingle Man. Mu 
The latter however went far beyond him; he was Secre wie 
| of State and at War, and had great Abilities in his Office; * 
| | but as thoſe Abilities were of no Uſe in Time of Peace, he a 
determined that during his Life there ſhould be no ſuch Thing; * 
and he had ſo much Power over his Maſter, that he carried 10 
| 
| 


tre French boldly ſeized Straſbourgh, and blocked up Luzen- Coun 


| | of France and Spain, the former laid Claim to whole Pro- was 

| vinces, and tore away no fewer than forty Villages from the Wi iy 4 
| | latter at once. Soon after Chambers of Reunion, as they br 1 
1 were called, were ſet up at Metz and Briſac, and vaſt Coun- _—_ 
| tries were taken from their legal Owners, under Pretence that A 
1 they were dependent upon Places yielded to France by the the I 
i Treaties of Munſter and Nimeguen. the! 
| As theſe outrageous Proceedings, of which every honeſt AR 
Man in France was aſhamed, were carried on with Succeß; their 


| 

| 

| heurg, which they afterwards beficged and took, without any Pons 
Tk Neclaration of War, as well as without any Colour of Right. "= 

| 


1 The Prince of Orange indecd would have ſtirred to prevent of th 
| | | this, but the Statcs were afraid ; and the Emperor and Empire ties, 
TE were at that Time incapable of reſiſting this barefaced Injv- Wl Sete, 

ttice. Spain was in as low a Condition; and as for Engiat, ment 


it was at that Time tora by Factions, and the Court fo cloſch Part, 
united to that of France, that no Good could be exp<ci Bill: 
from it. | 1 
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an At the ſame Time that Lowers ſacrificed the Peace of 
dub. Europe to his own Intereſt and his Maſter's Ambition, he 
efore om the ſame Principle, and to gratify the King's Paſſion 
Crally for Building, promoted ſuch Expences, as made Taxes as 
it l heavy in Time of Peace as of War. "The Palace of Clagni 
was built to gratify Madame de Monteſpan, Marly for the 
ry in Pleaſure of Madame de Maintenon 3 but theſe were Trifles in 
Juiſite Compariſon to the Palace built to pleaſe the King himſelf, who 
The Elighted in rendering Deſarts beautiful, and in having Abun- 
uttive dance of Fountains in a Place to which Nature had denied 
re his Water. 8 ; 
of the In ſhort, inſtead of the Dignity and Magnificence of an 
in the Furpean Prince, Lewis XIV. affected the Pomp, the Luxury, 
le, for the devouring Profuſion of an Afiatich Monarch; and his 
Natim Grand Vizir Louvois took care to accommodate him in ſuch 
Manner, that the Expence of his Palace and his Houſhold, 
eta with the Troops conſtantly about him, were alone ſufficient to 
Office; impoveriſh his Kingdom. And thus to render himſelf ſome- 
ce, he what more than a King, he degraded his Subjects into down- 
Thing; right Slaves: Such was the boa/ted Eclat of LEWIS the Gre Ar, 
carried and ſuch the real Merits of his Miniſters / 
7 to one But perhaps the worſt is yet to come. We have ſhewn, that 
the Conſtable Luynes projected the Fall of the Proteſtants, 
er Pre- which was proſecuted by Richelieu, as his Scheme was followed 
by the by Mazarin; but Louveis out-did them all; for he projected 
King and executed the deteſtable Deſign of their Extirpation, which 
le Pro- WW was 9 * by Dragooning them into Apoſtacy, and compleated 
om the by the Revocation of the Edict of Nantz, on the 22d of O79 
as they tr 1684, the moſt open and ſcandalous Breach of Faith that 
| Coun- v ever committed. 
nce that As unjuſt and inhuman as this Action was, conſidered in 
by the the Light of a religious Perſecution, it fell every way ſhort of 
the Imprudence thereof, when conſidered in the Light of an 
7 honel Act of State, and therefore did equal Injury to its Authors in 
Succeß; their Characters, as Men of Rank and Conſideration in the 
Luxen- Court of the moſt Chriſtian King, and as Politicians of great 
out any Penetration, and Miniſters of long Experience; for by this 
f Right, means there were eight hundred thouſand Perſons driven out 
bree d the Kingdom, and forced to take Shelter in foreign Coun- 
| Empire res, which, tho' in itſelf a prodigious Weakening to the 
ed Inju- e yet was much more ſo, from the Temper and Employ- 
Engl ments of the Perſons thus expelled, who were, for the moſt 
0 Cloleh 


Fat, Merchants, Manufacturers, or Officers of a middle Rank 


expeclei in the Land and Sea Service; and, in a Word, the moſt in- 
1 lultrious and uſeful People in the Kingdom. 


We 


private Marriage the 


We may eaſily conceive from hence, that the Trade 
Manufactures of France ſuffered r & and we ſha) 
have a clearer Notion of the Miſchiefs flowing from th 
impolitick Step, when we are told that theſe People carrie 
out of the Kingdom, one hundred Millions of French Livres, 
or five Millions Sterling in ready Money, Plate and Jewel; 
Yet groſs and apparent as this Error was, ſuch was the Menn. 
neſs and Servility of the French Nation, that the King wis 
complimented upon it, as on the moſt glorious Action of hi; 
Reign. | 

The Miniſters however who contributed to exalt the King, 
in Point of abſolute Authority, ſo much above his Predecef. 
ſors, were far from enjoying, without Diſquiet, the Power they 
exerciſed, ard the W calth they had amaſſed. Colbert, the 
ableſt, and, to do him Juſtice, the beſt of them, was ſo much 
chagrined at ſome ill Uſage he met with from his Maſter, tha 
it broke his Heart; and when a Letter from the King, written 
in a Fit of ill-timed Tendernefs, was brought him in his lf 
Moments, he refuſed to read it. 

By his Death Lowveis expected to become entirely Maſter d 
the Court, but he was miſtaken ; for Madame de Maintenm, 
who from the Widow of the Poet Scarron, and the Servant 
of Madame de 2 was become the Miſtreſs, and by a 

ife of the King, hated him, and there. 
fore brought into Buſineſs the Marquis de Seignelaie, the Son 


of Colbert, a young Man of no great Abilities, proud, vain, 


and debauched, who had the Title of Secretary of State, and 
the Affairs of the Houſhold and the Marine committed to hi 
Charge. 

He had Wit enough to ſee that his Competitor made him- 
ſelf neceſſary to his Maſter, by imbroiling him with his Neig- 
bours, and gratifying his Paſſion for Building; he therefore 
reſolved to take the ſame Courſe, and employ'd immenſe Sum 
to render France a Maritime Power ; and that this migit 
more clearly be demonſtrated to all Europe, he engaged tie 
King to pick a Quarrel with the State of Genoa, which 
gave this Miniſter an Opportunity of going in Perſon with 
2 Fleet, which threw into that fine City ten thouſand Bombs 
and obliged the Republick to fend her Doge to aſk Pardon 
Verſailles of the proud Monarch, that conceived himfelt i. 
jured, By this Step the young Miniſter raiſed his Credt 
confiderably, which ſo tormented Louvois, that it is belies 
ed he afterwards cauſed him to be poiſoned, tho' he did nd 
enjoy above a Year the Satisfaction of ſeeing himſelf witho: 
A Rival. 1. ; 
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There never was a Man of a more fierce and brutal Be- 


bariour, or one Whoſe perſonal Qualities did more Miſchicf 


to 2 State. His Pride induced him to treat with equal In- 
{lence the Princes of the Blood at Home, and Sovereign Princes 
Abroad, even thoſe who were neareſt allied to the Crown 
of France. 

He kept the Dauphin at a Diſtance from the Court, and 
in a State of Subjection ſcarce to be believed; he took a Plea- 
ſure in perſecuting the Prince of Conde, the Prince of Conti, the 
Duke of YVendoſme, and his Brother the Grand Prior; he took 
Advantage of his own Crimes to ercct a Chamber of Poiſons, 
or a particular Court of Juſtice to enquire after all who were 
ſuſpected of ſuch Practices; by which he drove ſeveral great 
perſons from Court, and ſent the Duke of Luxembourg, a Man 
of the greateſt Quality in France, and one of her ableſt Ge- 
nerals, to the Baſile. | | 

He diſobliged the Elector of Bavaria to ſuch a Degree, that 
he became an Enemy to his Maſter, notwithſtanding the 
Dauphin had married his Siſter. His Haughtineſs to the Duke 
of Savey had the fame Effect. He perſuaded the King to treat 
the Court of Rome with the utmoſt Indignity. By refuſing a 
Troop of Horſe to Prince Eugene, he forced into the Service 
of the Enemies of France one of the greateſt Captains of his 
Age; and he ſacrificed King James II. partly to private Ma- 
bce, and partly to his Ambition. 

When the Prince of Orange was preparing to invade Eng- 
land, Lewis XIV. was adviſed to fit out a Fleet to obſtruct his 
Paſlage, and to order his Troops to beliege Magſbricht, Louvois 
prevented both; he kept the French Navy, which was then 
more powerful than it ever was, or is like to be, in Port; and 
he directed the Army to befiege Philip/borrg, which brought 
tie Emperor and Empire into the War againſt France. I have 
tirown theſe Things together, that the Character of this Mi- 
niſter, or rather the Court of France under his Miniſtry, might 
be ſeen at one View. 

The Conduct of the French Court, which produced this 
War, was fo glaringly wrong and abſurd, that it raiſed in a 
manner all Europe againſt her, and this entirely through her 
own Fault, without Reaſon and without Provocation ; ſo that 
ſuch as have repreſented the Policy of the French as very great 
and very refin'd, are undoubtedly miſtaken ; for in the firſt 


Flace, the long Serics of le ofter'd to the Emperor and 


r were ſuch, as mult neceſlarily incline them to be re- 
eng'd. 


The 
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| The Dutch had been wantonly attack'd in the laſt Wa,, _ 
| thereby render'd implacable; the Uſage given the King of Fan 
| | was intolerable; and the Meaſures ſuggeſted to the King g 
| Great Britain not only coſt him his Crown, and thereby leg 
| France her moſt uſeful Ally, but warmly excited againſt her th 
| | whole Brit;h Nation; ſo that the War begun in 1688, mig: 
| juſtly be {tiled raſh and imprudent, and commenced rather thr 

Haughtineſs than Policy. 
| | It was managed alſo with great Indiſcretion ; for as Erg 
| was given away from not attacking the Dutch in time, { 
1 Ireland, after the War began, was loſt for want of proper At. 
| tention ; and the War with Savoy was merely made to plea; 
| Monſieur Louvois, and yet proved as troubleſome to Fraxe u 

| any in which ſhe ever engaged. 

It is true, that the Armies of Lewis XIV. were ſucceſ\ 
in the Low-Countries ; the Battle of Fleurus, which was fought 


| 
| | the firſt of 7uy 1690, gained Marſhal Luxembourg great Re- 


putation; and the taking of Mons after eighteen Days open 

Trenches, was very ſatisfactory to the French King, why 

commanded that Siege in Perſon; but theſe Advantages wer 

1 very dear bought, and the King himſelf became very ſoon ſen. 

1 ſible of it. He owed this laſt Conqueſt, the greateſt in which 

| he had perſonally any Share, to the Vigilance and great Tx 

1 lents of Louvois, who underſtood the providing and ſupplying a 
| | great Army, the beſt of any Man in the World, 

| Yet the taking this City has been by many judged the 

| | Cauſe of his Death ; for the King havin been informed, that 

| he attributed all to himſelf, was much diſpleaſed at it; and find. 

| | ing that he had rejected without his Knowledge the moſt ud 

* miſſive Propoſitions from the Duke of Savoy, he expreſſed his 

| Reſentment in ſuch ſtrong Terms, that the Miniſter went 

F Thunder-ſtruck from his Phlence, and died immediately 

| | Grief and Deſpair ; tho' others ſay, that his Phyſician, Serm, 


was brib'd to furniſh him with a Paſſport for the other World, 
by a Prince I need not name. 
However it was, his Death proved a very great Loſs to is 
Maſter, who brought his Son the Marquiſs 4e Barbeſieux into 
| Power, tho' he was young, headſtrong, and had very mean 
Abilities. In the Year 1692, Lewis XIV. commanded in Pe. 
ſon in the Low-Countries, and took Namur; and on the Þ 
of Augu/t the ſame Year, the Duke of Luxembourg obtained! 
ſome Advantages over King William at Steinkirk ; but to ba 
lance theſe Advantages, the Duke of Savoy enter'd France, and 


took Ambrun, and the French Fleet was not able to look that d 
the Allics in the Face. 1 


e — rr 8 
5——ͤ ſ— 


. ˖ — re 
—_— — 4 4 mn 


* * ———  ——— — T ⏑ . 


( 271 ] 
In 1693, he was more ſucceſsful ; the Duke of Luxembourg 


gained the Battle of Nerwinde, and ſeveral Places were taken in 
the Low-Countries. Marſhal Catinat entirely defeated the 


LU, ard 
f Kan 


ing Duke of Savoy; but the Fleets of the Allies were victorious, and 
* inſulted all the Sea-Coaſts of France. 
ar In 1694, the did the ſame, and had alſo conſiderable Ad- 
a Rp vantages in the w-Countries. In 1695, France was ſo ex- 
70 hauſted, that the King was forced to have Recourſe to a ge- 
eln neral Poll- Tax, the moſt grievous Impoſition that any Country 
„ ener endured; and yet the War went on very indifferently 
Ck for him; the important Fortreſs of Namur being reduced by 
* King William, while Marſhal Villeroy looked on with a ſuperior 
Fance 13 The next Year was not more fortunate ; a Deſign formed 
cel öl for reſtoring King James miſcarried, France was reduced to 
poor at upon the Defenſive in the Low-Countries, and at the ſame 
* F Time increaſed her T axes exceſſively ; {o that at the Cloſe of 
* the Year, the King found himſelf under an abſolute Neceflity of 
* liſtening to Peace, his Finances being entirely exhauſted. And 
mY accordingly a Treaty was concluded at Ryſwick, on the 20th of 
2 September 1697, whereby he gave up a great Part of his Ac- 
\ which quiitions, which was a plain Indication of the Senſe the King 
oat 1. had of his own Weakneſs, which was chicfiy owing to the great 
Apa Faults in his Government. 

His old Miniſters and his old Generals being worn out, he 
oed the ſupply'd the Places of the former by young Men, whoſe only 
I Merit was a blind Submiſſion to his Will; they had boundleſs 
a0 fn. Tower in their reſpective Departments; and tho nothing was 
mar were viſible, than that his Affairs ſuffered exceedingly for want 
ſed hi of a Perſon: capable of ſuperintending the whole; yet his Va- 
= wet u was ſo great, that he could not bear the Thoughts of ap- 
aicly d 3 o prime Miniſter. 

„ enerals were promoted by Court Intrigues, and the Fa- 
Worll — Madame Maintenon, who governed him entirely. His 

* Force as it was raiſed ſuddenly, ſo it ſunk as unaccount- 
Ware ich, chiefly for want of Money to maintain it ; his Armies were 
x. i _— d, his Subjects exhauſted, and the Credit of France was 
1 ntirely ſupported by the Remembrance of that Power that was 
Jin be. e in a great Meaſure decay d. Such was the State of Things 
"he's + Cloſe of this Period. : 
obtained iſ... 7 be naturally expected, that conſidering the Situa- 
t to bal- ile. * is Affairs after the Treaty of Ryſwick, Lewis XIV. 
me, nd ee ave contrived the moſt effectual Means for eaſing his 
- that a jects, by improving his Country, and leſſening the Expence 


Government; he did however quite the contrary, he 


h kept 


1 
1 
| 
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kept up as great an Army in Time of Peace, as would bes 
been neceſſary if the War had continued; and he employ, 
his Troops in forming Camps of Pleaſure, for the Inſtriictic; a 
his Grand-Children, as if the Art Military had been the f. 
Science worthy of a Prince. | 

By theſe Methods he ruined the Officers, from the prod. 
gious Expence they were put to, and at the ſame time alarm 
his Neighbours, who could not conceive that he had no other 
Meaning in theſe Incampments than to waſte Money, 4; 
exhibit gaudy SpeCtacles to pleaſe Boys. It is without Qu. 
ſtion a deep Stroke in Politicks, to lull all the neighbour», 
States into a profound Security while a great Deſign is in Cer. 
trivance, which might be eaſily diſconcerted if ſuſpected, ang 
ſo bring the Diſcovery and Deciſion to the World's View ; 
once. But wantonly to alarm, and out of pure Vanity to key 
all Europe in a Ferment, was the moſt effectual Means t. 
produce an Oppolition greater than ever; and accordino!y it 
did produce a Confederacy, which ſufficiently chaſtis'd that In 
prudence which gave Birth to it. | 

King William, from a ſincere Concern for the Peace d 
Europe, form'd a Project for dividing the Spaniſh Dominion, 
to which the French King conſented ; and this firſt Treat 
of Partition was ſigned Cctober 1, 1698, at the Hagru, be. 
tween the Kings of Great-Britam and France, and the Stats: 
General; whereby it was agreed, that the Kingdoms of Nati; 
and S:uly, the Places poſſeſſed by the Spaniards on the Coal 
of Tuſcany, the Marquiſate of Final, the Province of Guipuſz, 
the Towns of Fontarabia and St. Sebaſtian, with Port Paſſar, 
ſhould be given to the Dauphin; the Dutchy of Milan to the 
Emperor's ſecond Son, the Archduke Charles; and all de 
reſt of the Spaniſh Monarchy to the Electoral Prince d 
Bavaria. 

In a few Months after, this young Prince died at Bruſſels, n 
the ſeventh Year of his Age, which made a ſecond Treaty of Fur 
tition neceſſary, by which Milan was added to the Daum, 
Share, upon Condition that it ſhould be exchanged for £17"; 
and the whole Spaniſh Monarchy was given to the Arcl-dus: 
Charizs. This Treaty was ſigned the 13th of March 1699, a 
was ſo unlucky, as to give Satisfaction to nobody. 

The Emperor refuſed to accept it, the King of Hain Ws 
extremely offended at it, and the Zngli/h Nation fell upon tO 
King's Miniſters, tho' they knew that the whole Tranſactot 
aroſe from, and was conducted by the King himſelf. To ly 
the Truth, it was a Project the beſt calculated for ſe-uring 0 
Ballance of Power, and eſtabliſhing the Quiet of Eure, '® 
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de Circumſtances of Things would admit; and the Cha- 
our doainſt it was as 1] founded, as the Oppoſicion to it was 
1's with 1 Manners. | 

Ti. King of Spain, to prevent the Execution of this Treaty, 


| Dare 
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8 ad the diſmembring of his Dominions, on the 2d of Ce- 
prod. 7 1700, ſigned a ill, by which he called to the Succefion 
darm i the whole Spaniſh Monarchy, Philip Duke of Anjou, ſe- 
) other ond Son to the Dauphin, atter him his younger Brother the 
„ ud e of Per), next the Duke of Savoy, and then the Arch- 
t Quic uke Charles, and dy'd about a Month after. It was a great 
YOuriN eltion at the Court of France, whether this Will ſhould 
+ Con. WB: accepted, or whether his Majeſty ſhould adhere to the laſt 
ed, and reaty of Partition; but at length, a Reſolution was taken to 
ew a ecep, the Will, and the Duke of Arjou was declared King 
to k %%, by the Name of Philip V. in which it has been 
eans w bout Lewis XIV. forgot his Duty as the Parent of his 
ing it Nope, to follow his natural Affection as the Father of his 
hat Im- mmily. ä 

King William and the States diſſembled at firſt, by ac- 
ace of rowledging and complimenting King Philip; but this ſeems 
ninions have been owing to the Nature of the Government in both 
T Treu ountries, which made it neceſſary to be ſecure of the Sen- 
gur, be. ments of the People, before their Rulers openly declared their 
e Stat en; and to ſpeak my private Opinion freely, I believe this 
f Nats Wonduct in their reſpective Governments, had no ſmall Share 
ie Coal bringing the Engliſb and Dutch Nations to declare ſo warmly 
1ipuſn, they did for a War with France, into which their Gover- 
Paſſar, n very readily came, upon a Suppoſition that they ſhould 
n to te ſupported therein with the ſame Unanimity and Spirit, by 
| all te ich they were excited thereto 3 and for ſome time they 
rince er not diſappointed. Thus the Reader ſees in a very narrow 

ompaſs, the true Grounds of that general War, which had 
uſſels, u great an Effect on the Affairs of Europe, and which are 
ty of Pa. WP neceſſary to be thoroughly underſtood at preſent, in or- 
Dauplins to form a right Judgdment of what we ought to hope 
Laren, . 
uche The World ſeems to be ſo univerſally perſuaded of the 
699, ad = Wiſdom and Policy of Lewis XIV. in laying his 

demes for ſecuring the Crown of Spain to his F amily, that 
Spain Wa Will be a very difficult Thing to perſuade them, that this 
upon te ton is ill-founded; but the Truth will appear, from an 
ran action fartial Conſideration of Facts, which I ſhall endeavour to 

To BF together in the ſuccincteſt Method poſſible ; it being nci- 
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r agreeable to my Purpoſe or Intention, to enter into a 
8 i particu- 
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particular Detail of the War, which is too well known 1 
need any ſuch Account. 

It muſt be acknowledged, that the Meaſures taken . 
the French King for putting his Grandſon into imme; 
Poſſeſſion of the extenſive Dominions of the Shaniſß Nj, 
LE narchy, were well concerted and thoroughly executed, 7; 
l | Marquis de Villars, the French Ambaſſador at Madrid, jy 

| 1 the Hearts of the Spaniſh Grandees; the Prince 


audemont, and the reſt of | the Governors of the Pros 


ily 


| in /taly, were ſecured; the Duke of Savoy having marig 
| 1 one Daughter to the Heir apparent of France, and ante 
TL to the new King of Spain, could not avoid taking the {; 
is fide ; as for the Toro Countries, they were delivered up h 
| the Elector of Bavaria, who had formed a ſtrong Party fi 
| the French in Germany. 

But ſtill the Miſchiefs remained that have been before me: 
tioned ; that is to ſay, the ſeveral Branches of the Miniftry ur 
in the Hands of young Men of very mean Abilities ; and t 
Direction of the whole was in an old Lady, oppoſed and hr 
by the whole Royal Family, the King excepted. He hal f 
General Officers of great Capacity, and thoſe he had we 


FF not employed, or if employed, not truſted. His Marine yr 
Its | in a bad Condition, his Finances in a worſe, and nothing 
| his abſolute Power of taking every Shilling of ready-Mon: 
'Þ from his Subjects, by altering the Value of his Coin, whi 
he practiſed over and over with as little Ceremony as Ca 
ſcience, could have enabled him to find wherewithal to def 
| ö thoſe Expences; for which it was impoſſible for him to run; 
Debt; and through the whole Courſe of the War he defry 
| 
| 


lt tt 3 


. 5 no other. Ru 

ö As ſoon as the Grand Confederacy was formed, he H 5, 
1 many Courts act a very different Part from what he expect ace, 
| | As for Inſtance, Sweden entered into a Neutrality, Dem 


| and Pruſſia acted againſt him, nor was it long before his n 
uſeful and neceſſary Allies, ſuch as the King of Portugal u 
the Duke of Savoy, deſerted him, and all his Schemes . 
broken. | 
The Duke of Marlborongh, by the Victory of Blas 
reſtored the Affairs of the Emperor and Empire; he ws 
diſtreſſed in Italy, that he was glad to evacuate it to iv 
Spain, and even there his Grandſon was more than once dri 
from his Capital. In the Low Countries, his Armies W* 
continually beaten. All his ſtrong Fortreſſes taken, and amo! 
the reſt Liſſe, the moſt valuable Place in his Dominions, & 
F Paris, which he once had Thoughts of quitting, 
1 2 
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On the whole, after carrying on the War for ſeven Year:, 
he found his Affairs in ſo bad a Situation, that he would ver 


10Wn 9 


taken by gladly have accepted the Treaty of Partition, or even worſa 
Mme Terms, if the Allies would have conſented to them; but all 
n s Otkers being rejected, the Deſpair of his Subjects did more 
ed. The or him than he was able to do at firſt with all his Policy and 
a erer; and yet it is very queſtionable whether the Crown of 
TInce 9 


©:7 would ever have been left to his Grandſon, if the 
Death of the Emperor Jaſeph had not rendered it a Thing diffi- 


Provines 


„ Matric |; for the Allies to know where to place it better. 
d ano: This produced the Peace of Utrecht, in which all that was 
; the der good or telerable was copied from the two Treaties of 
ed up on. It was ſigned in March 1712-13; and if the Allies 
; Party . been unanimous in making it, might have been much 
deter than it was; but the Emperor perſiſting in his Refuſal, 
fore me: e War was ſtill carried on againſt him, and did not end 
niftry ve) the Year afterwards, by the ſigning of the Peace of Baden, 
3 and : the ſeventh of June 1714. 
and fir Thus ended this Period, when France was reduced much 
N N wer than ſhe had ever been; for not only her Armies were 


roken, her Fleets entirely ruined, and a great part of her for- 


Marine er Conqueſts yielded up; but what was much worſe, the 


othins ge were fallen into the moſt abject Degree of Miſery, the 
ady-Mor redit of the Crown was ſunk, the Succeſſion depended upon 
oin, Wii e Life of a ſickly Infant, the reigning Monarch was very 
ny 30 firm, and the Court divided into Factions: So that if 


| to den 
n to run! 


he defray 


avis XIV. had the Satisfaction of beholding the Riſe and 
frogrels of the Gallic Power, he had alſo the Mortification 
A, it decline, and was very, very, near looking upon 
5 Ruin, 
The Cares of Lewis XIV. after the Concluſion of the 
ce, were ſuch as ought to have been the Cares of his 
ole Life; for they were bent to ſecure the Succeſſion of 
e Royal Family, and to reſtore the Trade and Welfare of 
b Subjects; as to both which he appeared now very ſollici- 
us; nor did he make any Scruple of confeſſing, that Experience 
0 convinced him of the Error of his former Conduct, and of 
e Follies of which he had been guilty, in preferring his own 
andeur to the Good of his People, and the Luſtre of his 
eien to the Safety of the State. 
He gave all the Aſſiſtance that was requiſite to his Grandſon 
bh for extinguiſhing the Remains of the Spaniſb War, by 
e Reduction of Catalonia ; he gave Satisfaction to the King of 
at Britain, in reference to the Ports of Dunkirk and 
e; and he executed very punctually whatever de- 
2 pended 
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pended upon him in relation to the Dutch, from the Ha 
of leaving France without o Apprehenſions from her Neigt. 


bours at the Time of his Deceaſe. He was very attentue 
alſo to what he thought might contribute to the dome. 
Quiet of his Subjects, as well as to the Eſtabliſhment of his l. 
legitimate Offspring. 

In regard to the former, he conſtituted by his Will a Counei 
of Regency, on purpoſe to exclude the Duke of Orhan . 


#iig 


fited with the Parliament of Paris, who gave it the Sandi 
of that ſmall Authority which he had left them. He like. 
wiſe cauſed an Edict to be regiſtered, whereby he declared hi 
Sons, the Duke of Maine and Count Toulouſe, Legitimate, ani 
capable of ſucceeding to the Crown after thofe legally entitle 
thereto: And having thus put both his private and public 
Affairs into Order, he did not ſeem much ſurprized at the 4p 
proach of Death. 

In his laſt Moments he behaved like a Chriſtian and: 
King; like a Chriſtian, in bewailing his Vices, and the hz 
Conſequences with which they had been attended; like 
King, in adviſing his Succeſſor publickly to beware of fe. 
lowing his Example, to ſtudy Peace, and to be truly the r. 
rent of his People. In this Diſpoſition of Mind, after enduring 
the ſharpeſt Agonics in his Body, he expired September 1, 
1715, N. S. in the ſeventy- ſecond Year of his Reign, and when 
he wanted four Days of being ſeventy-ſeven Years of Age. 

He was ſtiled LEWIS the GREAT, with what Reaſon ti 
Reader has ſeen. He was, though unlearned, a great Er 
courager and Protector of Learning, and more ſo of Fa 
tery. He was no great Soldier, and yet loved War. . 
Courage was not very clear, but he had great Firmneß q 
Mind. In Proſperity he was haughty, but not abject in a 
verſity. He was jealous of his eldeſt Son, but aftectionat ! 
his Famil ; he was a very faithful Friend, and a very «i 
Maſter. His Amours were numerous and ſcandalous: {1s 0 
haviour to his Queen civil, without 'Tenderncts ; to ft 4 
ther reſpectful, without Affection; to his Brother tuipicis 
but not indecent. 555 

As a King, he was ambitious with reſpect to his Neighbour 
arbitrary toward his Subjects, and boundleſs in both. W. 
regard to the former, he had no "Tie but Intereſt ; in referen 
to the latter, no Law but his Will. He intirely luv" 
the Conſtitution of his Country. He left the Princes 0! " 
Blood without Power, and his Parliaments without du 
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late Admiral of France, whoſe Son, the Duke de Penthias, 
now enjoys that high Office, IV: Frances Mary de Bain 
ſtiled Madamoiſelle de Blois, born 1681. | : 


4 His Majeſty's only legitimate Brother was Philip Duke g * 
* Orleans, firſt married to Henrietta Maria, Daughter to Charlie] Ml 
} King of England, by whom he had one Daughter, married ve 
1 the Duke of Savoy. He was afterwards married to Chaz]; ſup 
Elizabeth, Daughter to Charles Lewis Elector Palatin, e 
0 whom he had Iſſue, Philip Duke of Chartres, late Duke be. 
5 Orleans and Regent of France, who married Frances Alan a pro 
! Bourbon, ſtiled Madamoiſelle de Blois, by whom he had ti WW ho: 
1 preſent Duke of Orleans; Lewis de Bourbon, who by Auge 
4 Alaria, Daughter of Prince Lewis of Baden, has Iflue, Lay J 
it Philip, Duke of Chartres, born 1725, and marricd to Lai tin 
| | Henrietta of Baurbon Conti. by | 
It The Care that had been taken by the Great Monarch LM iz: 
ve XIV. for the Security of his Infant Succeſſor, and his Subj, be! 
it was juſt as ineffectual as the Pains taken by Lewis Xl. M e 
1 ſettling the Regency at the Beginning of his own Reign, ta (61: 
| | is to ſay, the Duke of Orleans acted now the very fame Parts earl 
| | | the Queen Mother acted then, and by careſſing the Parliament \ 
1 for a Moment, in giving them Hopes of ſeeing their Author rity 
* reſtored, procured their Aſſiſtance to the ſingle Act that cou bit 
FE enable him to operate upon their Power at all. ſuch 
FE This Point once managed, and the Duke of Orl-ans bei bm 
f declared ſole Regent during the Minority of Lew:s XV. the G ton 
| ' vernment was compleatly reſtored, ſince the Regent govem Pret 
F from that Day as abſolutely as the late King had done. Hdd 
| | | began his Adminiſtration, as all able Princes do, with Ach ae 
1 Lenity and Mildneſs, and with a great Appearance of 2 Of 
| for the publick Good. T 
1 His Plan for foreign Affairs was the beſt laid, and belt c but 
1 ducted that the French had ever ſeen; it is indeed probate is b 
1 that he was principally moved thereto by the Conſideration che 
| his particular Intereſt ; but whatever his Motive was, his CY Aut 
[| ö duct was right. He ſteddily adhered to the laſt Treaty 1 
; Peace, and he ſhew'd a Willingneſs to contribute to fung die 
1 true Ballance of Power. 1 
1 He was ſo far from diſſembling, that he laid open to al « Ih 
Ft World the miſerable State that France was in; and certainly Pes 
it this he acted like a great Politician ; for on the one hand, Thi 
| | 8 ſuſtified his Meaſures at home, and on the other, it gained ade 
1 Credit abroad; for by delivering her Neighbours from the fe 1 
| | | of France, he brought them to confide in his Promilc, * 1 
Fi | an 
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enthiew, e made uſe of this Confidence to re-eſtabliſh her Affairs upon a 
Baurta, ond Foundation. 3 | 

ln reſpe&t to Domeſtick Concerns he ated with the fame 
Duke «© prudence and Moderation. He erected ſeveral Councils agree- 
Charade to the late King's Will, foreſeeing the Confuſion this 
arried u „ud create, and the fair Opportunity it would give him of 
Char: {preſſing them ; and he reſtored to the Parliament their an- 
atine, M cjnt Liberty of debating upon Acts of State, before they gave 
Duke dem the Sanction of their Authority. Theſe were all very 
May ſroper as well as popular Steps; they ſerved to ſettle his Au- 
: had te thority, and to enable him to make uſe of it afterwards as 
' Aug WY tc thought moſt convenient. 
ue, Lew He had his Views, as all other Princes have; and he ſhewed 
to Laie himi-lf a great Prince, by taking the Precautions neceſſary to 


fx his Power, before he made his Views evident, from his En- 
rch Lu en ours to accompliſh them. In this indeed lay his Strength, 
s Subjcck, de knew perfectly how to conceal his Deſigns under ſpecious 
XIII. in Pretences, to give thoſe Pretences the higheſt Colourings poſ- 
2 tea ble, and never to bring his real Intentions into publick View, 
e Pat exrlier than he was ſecure of trampling upon all Oppoſition. 
Parliament When he had thus ſettled Peace abroad, and his , Autho- 
Author rity at home, he liſt'ned to the Cries of the People, and eſta- 
that cou bliſhed a new Court of Judicature, for calling to an Account 
ſuch as had the Management of the Publick Revenue in the 


ans beige former Reign, and were almoſt the only People in the King- 
V the Gol dom that enjoyed affluent Fortunes under the preſent. The 
; govern Pretence was ſpecious ; and tho' this Enquiry might be con- 
done. Hl tufted with a Severity that border'd upon Injuſtice, yet it 
ith Ac anfwer'd the Purpoſe of the Court, and did not give general 
ce of 2 Offence. 


He would have had Recourſe to healing Meaſures in the Church, 
but in that reſpect his good Deſigns were defeated ; and, as 
js but too frequent, thoſe who by their Profeſſion are of all 
ahers moſt bound to promote Peace, were.thoſe, who by the 
S that Profeſſion gave them, hinder'd it the moſt. 

The Regent ſaw and underſtood perfectly the many miſ- 
ckierous Conſequences that flovꝰd from the frequent Varia- 
tions that had been made in the Value of the Coin during 
the laſt Reign; but what he moſt regretted was, that the 
People underſtood thoſe ſo well, that it was impoſſible, as 
Things ſtood, for any Uſe to be made of this Expedient 
wer his Adminiſtration. 

10 correct this Evil, and more eſpecially to ſet his own 
Hands at Liberty; on the 12th of Oclober 1715, he publiſh'd 
a Edict, in which he ſet in a very clear Light the prin- 
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cinal Tnconveniencies that followed this Practice, as w:tt 0. 
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| the Advantages that muſt neceſſarily attend tlie remeds;,, .; x 
| this Evil, and fixing the Coin on an equitable and imme E 
[| Foundation, of which this Edict gave Hopes, by declatine 1 
if that the Piſtole or Lewis d'Or ſhould for ever remain gt . 1 
1 Value of fourtcen Livres, which it was then at: But no (4... 
| 1 had this Edict produced its Effect, than the Regent if, a 
} another, by which the Subjects were required to Pay they y 
| Money into the Mint at the Rate of ſixteen Livres for à Leys m 
. d'Or, which were iſſued again at the Rate of twenty, he 
| 1 I mention this Inſtance out of many, for two Reaſons; i, * 
J firſt is, that 1 may afford the Reader a View of the Diſtr 5% * 
IF French Government, and the Hardſhips it was obliged to in. in 
18 poſs upon its Subjects; and ſecondly, to give a Snecimen g th 
1 the Regent's Policy, which was of the ſame Stamp throug- E. 
1 out; that is to ſay, he made no Scruple of profeſhng in th 
| | thing that might ſerve his Purpoſe, and acting with re 
1 to thoſe Profeſſions, as if he had never made them. But thi; Cl 
1 was only with regard to Tranſactions at Home; with re. In 
| | | rence to Foreign Princes he was cautious how he entered ir» pr 
11 Engagements, but was afterwards punctual in performing they, an 
11 It is impoſlible, ſtrictly ſpeaking, to juſtify ſuch a (ea 
1 duct as the Regent purſued; but one may have leave to fay i to 
| 1 his Excuſe, that he found the Government and the Nation M pr. 
1 a moſt undone Condition, with a Debt almoſt beyond H wi 
F lief, fince ſome have calculated it at no leſs than three hunde «4 
| | Million Sterling, notwithſtanding ſome conſiderable Spurge g 
that had been made in the preceding Reign. > 
| | He ſaw that while the Government was in this Condition, ch; 
(| it could neither act for its own Security, nor for the Rei! Th 
Fl of the Nation, but muſt be obliged from Time to Time Hen 
Ti lay heavy Burdens upon the Whole, in order to give ſonal liv: 
F | Satisfaction to that Part of the People who were become Cri ha 
F ditors to the Publick. This it was that induced him . 
| liſten to a Project of Mr. ohn Law, a Native of Sπν D 
it | and a Man of a peculiar Caſt of Mind, who knew how in. 
1 apply thoſe Schemes of Calculation, which hitherto had fer 
, | | only private and paultry Purpoſes, to the great Affairs dd 1 
5 Nation, and the extricating a Government from ſuch Vit ] 
| | | $cultics as that of France was then under. | 
| j The Patron and the Projector were as well ſuited to ent 
11 other as could be conceived, The Regent, had he been ud 
1 private Station, would probably have been the Conta er 
1 þ ot this Scheme; the Projector, had he been veſted with t! b fe 
| | | Ment's Power, would have had Courage enough to wk 92 
11. cx 


[ 281 | 


wool executed it in its utmoſt Extent. The Colour that was given 
dying g to this Affair was the erecting a new Company for carrying 
Noverk on a Commerce to Louiſiana, or the River Miſſiſſippi; but the 
eclatine tue Deſign was to pay the Debts of the French Government 
n of tf without Money, or with other Peoples Money. 

10 ſor I mcan by other Peoples Money, the Money of Foreigners 
nt Nick and this Affair was managed with ſuch Addreſs, that in the 
pay ther Year 1719 the new Company offered to lend the Govern- 


a Lenz ment fifteen hundred Millions of Livres. In the mean Time 
v. however the Regent had been obliged to practiſe ſo many 
ons ; the Methods of raiſing and falling Money, of ſtopping the Cur- 


reſs of th rency of Caſh, forcing of Currency for Notes, and conſtrain - 
ed to ip. ing ſuch as had any Gold or Silver, to part with it, whether 
men g they would or not; that he was obliged to ſtop ſhort in the 
througt. Execution of Mr. Law's Scheme, and to drive him out of 
Ang ay the Kingdom. 

th refs Yet, after all this, and notwithſtanding the Diſturbance, 


But thi Clamour, and Confuſion which the Bufineſs of the Bank, the 
with ref. [dia Company, and other Expedients Mr. Law ſuggcitcd, 
tered int produced, the Government was a great Gainer upon the Whole, 
ning then and a very large Proportion of the Debt was, if not paid, at 
h a (kast reſolved ints Waſte Paper. It was certainly an iniqui- 
to fay u tous Scheme in its Nature, and ſuch a one as no Man of 
Nation M Probity would have formed, or could have executed; but not- 
cyond E withſtanding all this, when executed it was certainly attcnd- 
ze hunde ed with ſome good Effects. 
le Spunge While the Regent was thus ſtruggling to free the Govern- 

ment of France from the Difficultics it was under, occaſioned 
Condition, chiefly by the long War carried on to place Philip V. on the 
the Rei Throne of Spain, that Prince committed his Affairs to an en- 
o Time va ttrprizing Miniſter, the famous Cardinal 4/beroni, who is till 
give loa king; and who, inftead of ſubmitting, as former Miniſters 
ccome Cri done, to the Meaſures preſcribed by France, {truck out a 
ed him Fan of his own, which he would have obliged the Regent 
of Sete follow; and which conſiſted in recovering all the Pro- 
ew how "i "inces that had been diſmembred from the Spari/> Monarchy 
© had (er ty the late Treaties of Peace. 
Affairs of: The Regent declared that he look'd upon this as contrary 
1 ſuch Di Juſtice; but it is certain that he conſidered it as not at 
J confiftent with his Intereſt ; and therefore, inſtead of pro- 
ited to i wüng, he oppos'd it, agrecable to the Engagements he was 
he been acer to the Imperial and Britiſb Courts. "The Spanih Court, 
C Contra r rather the Spaniſh Miniſter, took this fo ill, that be refolved - 
ed wu e form a Party in France, and even to ſecure the Peron of 
1gh to i Duke Regent; and as wild and extravagant as this Plot 


" nught 
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might ſeem, the Prince de Cellemare, then the Spaniſh Amlhaf. 
ſador at the Court of France, took his Meaſures ſo well, that 
he was very near carrying it into Execution; it was howerer 
very critically diſcovered, that Miniſter arreſted and ſent our 
et France, ſome Gentlemen of Bretagne who were deepeſt in 
this Scheme loſt their Lives, and very ſoon after an open War 
broke out between the two Nations, 

But as Spain could not ſuſtain herſelf without the Aſſiſtance 
of France, much leſs againſt the Power of that Monarch, joined 
with the reſt of her Opponents, Cardinal Alberon! was obliged 
to give Way, the Crown of Spain acceded to the Quadryyl, 
Alliance ; and it was agreed that the young King of France 
ſhould marry the Infanta of Spain; and that the Prince «f 
Arias ſhauld marry one of the Regent's Daughters, and 
Don Carl:s the other. 

All Things being thus ſettled, and the Peace of Europe for 
the preſent reſtored, the Regent's Affairs wore a much better 
Aſpect than they had done, and all the Powers of Europe ſaw 
with Surprize, but without Jealouſy, France . recovering 
its Luſtre. Ibis is a Proof that the Regent's Conduct was 
#zreeable to the true Intereſt of the Kingdom he govern'd; 
and that he much better underſtood the Art of making France 
truly formidable, than thoſe who affect at every Turn to 
make her appear ſo. But to purſue the Thread of our Nar- 
ration, and leave theſe Political Points to the Conſideration 
and Deciſion of the judicious Reader. 

In 1722, the Regent cauſed his Majeſty to be crowned at 
Rheims, and in the Beginning of the following Year, he 
was declared of full Age in Parliament. The Regent knew 
well of what Conſequence it was to preſerve Forms, though 
he never meant by taking theſe Steps to relinquiſh his own 
Authority. By his Advice therefore, his own Creature ana 
Favourite, Cardinal Du Bois, was declared Prime Miniſter, 
but did nothing but by his Royal Highneſs's Direction; ſo 
that the Duke had ſtill the intire Adminiſtration of the Affair 
oi the Nation without any Title or Office whatever. | 

Ele was very well fatisficd with this Situation of Things, 
but in the Month of Auguſt following his Promotion the 
Cardinal died ; and the Duke of Orleans, too prudent to trult 
any other Perſon with the Title of Prime Miniſter, aſked the 
King tor it, or rather aſſumed it himſelf. Ihe Confuſion 
that Cardinal Du Bois left his Papers in, and the delicate Na- 
ture of many of his Correſpondencies, obliged the Duke to 
apply himſelf with the utmoſt Induſtry and Diligence to N 
putting them in Order, in which he was ſo indefatigable, * 
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he fate up all the Night of the firſt of December 1723, though 


he found himſelf ſeveral Times very near fainting, and the next 
Day in the Afternoon he died of a Fit of the Apoplexy, with 
great Projects in his Head, and, as many have thought, when 
he was on the Point of carrying ſome of them into Execution. 

Upon the Death of the Duke of Orleans, the Conduct of 
the State devolved upon the next Prince of the Blood of an 
Age ſuitable to the Employment. This was the Duke of 
Bourbon, a Prince of great Parts, ſurpriſing Quickneſs, and 
capable of much Application. He found many Difficulties 
upon his firſt coming into the Adminiſtration z to hinder theſe 
from increaſing, he purſued the Plan of his Predecetior very 
ſeddily ; but the People were not much better ſatisfied with 
him, than they had been with his Royal Highnels, becauſe 
the State of the Finances was ſuch as obliged him to make 
various Alterations in the Coin. 

He likewiſe preſſed the Acceptance of the Bull Unigenttus, 
both on the Laity and Clergy, which occaſioned great Heats 
and Animoſities, and while theſe continued, the King was 
taken ſuddenly ill, which alarmed the Duke of Bourbon ſo 
much, that he refolved to ſend back the young Infanta, who 
had been for ſome Time in France with the Title of Queen, 


in order to marry the King to ſome Princeſs of riper Years ; 


and accordingly his Majeſty was ſoon afterwards married to 
the Princeſs Mary, Daughter of Staniſſaus King of Poland, 
which gave great Satisfaction to the People of France. 

But the Court of Spain reſented this extremely, and de- 
manded in expreſs Terms, that the Duke of Bourbon ſhould 
be removed, to give his Catholick Majeſty Satisfaction, as 
Cardinal Alberoni had formerly been, at the Requeſt and for 
the Conveniency of the moſt Chriſtian King. This being 
refuſed, threw the Spaniſh Court into the Arms of that of 
Fiema, which gave ſuch a Face to the Affairs of Europe, 
3 differed much from that which they had worn for half a 
Century paſt. 

It was not long however, that the Duke of Bonrlon was 
ale to maintain himſelf in Power, and the Thing that turn'd 
moſt to his Prejudice, was the raifing the fiftieth Penny 
upon all Eftates throughout the Kingdom, which the Duke 
judged neceſſary for the Payments of the Publick Debts, 
0 which after all this ſpunging the Crown found itſelf 
charged, 

There are ſecret and dark Intrigues in all Courts, and 
perhaps there never was any in which theſe have always pre- 
Yalled more than in that of [rance. If we could abſolutely 

depend 
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depend upon ſome Memoirs that have been written of th, 
Times, the Duke of Bourbon was deceived, and outwitted hy 
his Succeſſor, who firſt very gravely and conſcientiouſly repre- 
ſented to him the many fatal Conſequences that attended th 
modern Method of paying or rather of not paying publick Debt 
by Variation of the Coin, giving a Currency to Paper; and 
then deſtroying its Credit again : By which he ſo wrought upon 
the Duke, that he reſolved to abandon thoſe Meaſures as un. 
worthy of a Government ; and then, the crafty Prieſt lay in 
wait to repreſent him as a public Oppreſſor. 

The Duke, in the very Edict by which he impoſed this Tu, 
ſet forth the Reaſons of it, giving a very fair and full Accoun; 
of the Methods that had been hitherto taken in order to extin. 
guiſh the publick Debt, their Conſequences, and the Neceſſity 
there till was of raiſing Money to pay off Incumbrance,, 
which ſtood the Crown in fifty Millions yearly for Inter, 
tho” they paid but TWO per Cent. 

When the Murmurs began about this Tax, which how juf 
and reaſonable ſoever it might be in its Intention, was to a 
People fo exhauſted, almoſt inſupportable; the ancient Biſhop 
of Frejzes (fo Mr. Fleury was then called) was the firſt to men- 
tion them to the King, tho' he had great Obligations to 
the Duke; and he did it in ſuch a manner, and with the 
Addition of ſuch Circumſtances, that he who had always 
regarded the Sayings of this Man as ſo many Oracles, re- 
ſolved to part with the Duke of Bourbon, and declare this 
Prelate firit Miniſter ; which Reſolution was no ſooner taken 
than it was executed, and the People, as is common enough 
in all Countries, applauded the Change, chiefly becauſe it ws 
a Change. 

The Duke bore his Diſgrace both with Patience and Dig. 
nity, and tho' he continued all his Life after a private Man, 
and had very little Connection with the Court, yet he quickly 
recovered his Credit with the Publick, and was as general! 
eſteemed to the Day of his Death as any of the Princes of h- 
Houſe ever had been. 

As for the Adminiſtration of Cardinal Fleury, it is ſo we! 
known here, that it would be needleſs to trouble the Reader 
with a particular Detail of it. He was certainly a very anf, 
and a very ambitious Man, without any of thoſe Talents that 
are requiſite to make an accompliſhed Stateſman, or a gre 
Miniſter. It was the Aſcendancy he had over his Maſter, th! 
as it originally procured, kept him ſo long in Power; % 
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niſders, that gave him fo great an Intereſt, as he really had for 
many Years, in all the Courts of Hurope. 

He was very diſintereſted in reſpect to Money, was very far 
tom being ſolicitous about his Family, talked continually of 
Moderation, and was very mild and affable in his Behaviour ; 
vet there were many harſh Things done under his Admini- 
lation, both with reſpect to Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 
He had no ſettled Plan of Politicks, as appeared by his ſome- 
times courting, and ſometimes croſſing the Meaſures of Spain. 
It was purely to pleaſe that Court, that he ſuffered his Maſter 
to enter into a War with the late Emperor Charles VI. but as 
ſon as he ſaw an Opportunity of getting out of it, and of 
mak'ng ſo great an Acquiſition to France as the Dutchy of Lor- 
rain, he reſolved to embrace it; and as he had ſacrificed the 
Honour, and was very near ſacrificing the Life of the French 
Queen's Father, during the War, ſo he made no Scruple of 
ſacrificing the Intereſt of Spain to the Peace. 

The fame kind of "Temper was viſible in almoſt every great 
Tranſaction while he was at the Head of Affairs. He made 
uſe of other Mens Abilities for contriving and executing 
Schemes that were above his Reach ; but whenever he found 
himſelf pinch'd by thoſe Schemes, he removed and ruined the 
Authors of them, to preſerve or regain his own Credit; as is 
evident enough in the Caſe of M. Chauvelin, the Keeper of the 
deals, whom he drove from Court, after he had made great 
Uſe of his Abilities. 

In reſpect to the late War, which began in his Lifetime, he 
was drawn into it by thoſe whom at that Time he truſted, 
chiefly from his apprehending that it would not be the Work 
of more than one or two Campaigns, and that the Allies of 
the Houſe of Auſtria would be as paſſive in this War as in the 
laſt, But when he found his Miſtake, and ſaw, or rather felt 
the Inconveniencics that follow'd from it, he had Recourſe to 
his old Expedient of ſhifting the Blame upon other People ; but 
it was no longer in his Power to rid himſelf of them, as he had 
done of their Predeceſſors; Age, Infirmities, and approaching 
Death, obliged him to turn his Thoughts on other Matters. 

He maintained his Power with, or rather Influence over his 
Maſter to the very laſt, and, like Cardinal Mazarin, had the 
Letisfaction of dying, in all outward Appearance, as great a 
Man as he had lived, and even of appointing as it were his 
ducceſſor. But the Arts he made uſe of to keep his Maſter in a 
Yate of Dependence upon himſelf, have had ſuch an Effect on 
all the Meaſures of the Court of Verſailles ſince his Death, 
that it has been a perpetual Scene of Cabals, Intrigues, and 

Confuſion, 
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Confuſion, till Marſhal Count Saxe gained the Ear of his M.. 
ſter to ſuch a Degree, as to give Law even to the Mliniſtes 
at leaſt in reſpect to all great Points, which was the Poſture this 
Things were in a little before the Concluſion of the Peace, 

We have in the Courſe of the preceding Hiſtory made 
it our Buſineſs to ſhew the ſeveral Schemes or Syttems of 
Government, which have ſubſiſted ſince the Acceſſion of ti 
Houſe of Bourbon to the Throne of France ; and perhaps we 
ſhall run no great Hazard of miſleading the Reader, hy . 
firming that theſe may be reduced to *I'wo. That of In 
IV, who was the Father of his People, and really foracyhcr 
more ; for he not only meant honeſtly towards his own Suh. 
jects, but likewiſe to the reſt of Europe. In ſhort, he ha 
the Happineſs of the People at Heart in his own Dominions, 
and was for eſtabliſhing a Balance of Power abroad, 

His Son and Succeſſor Lewis XIII. aimed at making himſef 
abſolute at home and reſpected abroad; both his Succefſors 
have had the ſame Views, only inſtead of Reſpect, they have 
been for eſtabliſhing a general Influence, from whence all the 
bad Conſequences muſt flow, which are commonly dreaded 
from univerſal] Monarchy. By this Means Monarchs are ten- 
dered fo dependant as to differ little from Vice-Roys, and 
Republicks are ruined by the ſecret Encouragement given 
to their Rulers to arrogate an Authority to themſelves, incon- 
ſiſtent with the Conſtitution of their Countries, and incompa- 
tible with their Intereſts. In ſhort, the Safety and Grandeur 
of this great Power muſt be maintained by the 8 Weak- 
neſs, Corruption, Diſcontents, and Maladminiſtration that 
prevails amongſt her Neighbours. 

Our preſent Buſineſs is to ſhew how far this has been effect 
ed, and upon what Grounds we affirm that the Gallic Con- 
ſtitution is changed, and that the Monarchy is abſolute at 
preſent. In the firſt Place, we are to obſerve, that the greateſt 
Lawyers and beſt Hiſtorians of France agree, that the Power 
of their Kings was oy reſtrained, not only within nar- 
rower Bounds than at preſent, but that in reality they were 
as much limited as any Monarchs could be. 

That in all Governments, ſupreme and abſolute Power b, 
and muſt be lodged ſomewhere, we find generally agreed; 
that according to the old Conſtitution in France, this did not 
reſide in their Princes, but in the general Aſſembly of the 
States of the Kingdom, as in all other Gothic Conſtitutions, “ 
certain. Indeed the very Name of the People ſufficiently proves 
this, fince there cannot be a ſtronger Oppoſition than between 
Francs, (that is, Freemen) and Slaves, 
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But as it was found inconvenient to hold theſe general Af. 
ſemblies very frequently, ſo, to hinder the Incroachments of 
Kings while they were not fitting, part of their Powers were 
transferred to certain Committees, which gave Riſe to the 
Parliaments of France, and particularly to that of Paris, which 
was at firſt Ambulatory, that is, attended the Perſon of the 
King; but in Proceſs of Time, was fixed to that City tor 
the Conveniency both of Prince and People. 

The ancient Prerogatives of this Aſſembly plainly prove, 
that as Repreſentatives of the States, the Sovereignty was 
really in it, for amongſt others they had theſe three. Pirſt, 
they judged the Peers and great Men of the Kingdom, over 
whom the King in this Reſpect had no Power; but in Caſe 
they were ſuſpected of failing in their Duty to the Conſti- 
tution, they were to be tryed by their Equals, according to 
the known Law of the Kingdom. Secondly, all the great 
Officers of State took their Oaths in Parliament ; from which 
it is manifeſt, that they were bound not to the Perſon of the 
King, but ſwore to him in his Political Capacity, and for the 
general Benefit of the State. Thirdly, they had the Right 
of regiſtering, approving, and promulgating the King's Edicts, 
without which they had not the Sanction or Force of Laws. 

As theſe Inſtances unqueſtionably demonſtrate, that accord- 
ing to the Gallic Conſtitution, their Kings were not abſo- 
lute; ſo there is nothing more requiſite to prove that they 
are fince become ſo, by overturning the Conſtitution, than to 
obſerve that all theſe Checks are now taken away. Ihe 
Aſſembly of the States is a "Thing no longer heard of ; and 
s for Parliaments, they are but Shadows of what they were, 
or rather worſe, by which I mean, that they are now be- 
_ the Inſtruments of that Power they were inſtituted to 
Tenrain, | 

The Liberty of the Subject is intirely at the Mercy of 
the King; he impriſons whom he pleaſes without giving any 
Account; and whenever he finds it requiſite, appoints ſuch 
Judges for the Tryal of Offenders as he thinks fit. The 
great Officers of State take their Oaths to and from him ; 
ſo that they now belong intirely to the King, who 
appoints, removes, extends, or retrenches their Authority as 
he pleaſes. The regiſtering of Edicts is become a mere 
| of Form; the Parliament of Paris does indeed ſome- 
umes remonſtrate, but in the End the King's Will and Pleaſure 
aways prevails. 

The whole Government of this great Nation having been, 
by the Arts of Cardinal Richelieu and his Succellors, drawn 
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intirely into the Hands of the Crown and its Miniſters, the 
utinoſt Pains have been taken to reduce it into ſuch a $ {cy 
as that this Power may influence the whole, and keep ev; 
Branch thereof in ſtrict, and conſtant Dependence. A; fi 
as the Compaſs of our Work will allow, we ſhall endeavgyr 
to ſhew how this 1s done. 

We have heard much of the Gallican Church and of its Free. 
dom; but, from the Time of the Cardinal before mentioned, 
this Freedom is become a meer Engine of State, by the Ich gt 
which the King has ſometimes made ule of the Power of de 
Clergy, and at other Times of that of the Pope, to extend his 
own. It was with a View to this, that the Prote/tants of Fran 
were in general expelled ; and that the Remains of them in 
France are from time to time perſecuted, when they attempt in 
any Degree the public Exerciſe of their Religion. 

The French Kings were refolved to make themſelves Su— 
preme in Church as well as State; which is the true Reaſon 
why they admit of no Diſſenters; and they have cairied this 
into Execution, notwithſtanding the Nominal Authority of 
the Pope; which is often made uſe of by the King, and can never 
be turned againſt him. 

'The Clergy of France are, however, a very great and con- 
ſiderable Body; they conſiſt at preſent of eighteen Archbiſhops, 
and one hundred and thirteen Biſhops, all named and appointed 
by the King; who has likewiſe the Nomination of ſeven hun- 
dred and ſeventy Abbies, and of the Superiors of three hundred 
and ſeventeen Convents of Nuns. The Reader need not be 
told what Influence this gives the Crown over that. Part of its 
Subjects, which were formerly the leaſt attached to it. 

The ordinary Revenue ariſing from the Tenths of the Clergy, 
amounts to 1,200,000 Livres per Annum ; beſides which, in tie 
General Aſſemblies of the Clergy, free Gifts are ſo conſtantly 
expected even in Times of Peace, that this additional Revenue 
is computed. annually at two Millions; but in Time of War 
the extraordinary free Gifts render it much more. | 

As to the Civil Government, the King has a great Coun! 
of State, and twelve Parliaments, beſides other Courts, ſuch 2 
Generalities and Intendancies, for the Management of his Re- 
venue; of the former there are twenty-ſix, and of the latter 
more. As for the Political Government, it is managed by fe. 
veral great Councils, or rather Committees of Council of 
which there are at preſent four; which are ſtiled the Council 
of State, the Council of Diſpatches, the Royal Council of E. 
nances, and the Royal Council of Commerce. The 
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» The firſt Civil Officer in France is the Chancellor, and the 
1 ar Officer that is not removeable at the King's Pleaſure ; 
ry that is to ſay, he cannot be removed without being brought 
ar 02 Trial; but the King may, and frequently does take the 
ur deals from him, and put them into the Hands of another Per- 
In, who has the Title of Keeper and the Power of Chancellor, 
whois removeable at the King's Pleaſure. 

There is generally a Perſon at the Head of the Miniſtry, 
ether with or without the Title of Prime Miniſter, and with 
more or leſs Authority, as the King pleaſes ; at preſent this is 
the Cardinal de Tencin. For the Management of public Affairs, 
there are four principal Secretaries of State, who have each their 
{mrate Departments. Theſe are at preſent ; the Count de 
Puifeu,r, who is Secretary for Foreign Affairs; the Count de 
Suit Florentin, who has the Care of Domeſtic Concerns ; 
the Count D' Argenſon, who is Secretary at War; and Mr. 
Riille, who has the Marine in the Room of the Count de 
wrepas lately diſgraced. 

The principal Officer of the Revenue, is the Comptroller- 
eral of the Finances, at preſent M. de Machault, who has un- 
fer him a Multitude of Intendants, and other Officers, ſubject 


n- 0 the Direction of the Council of Finances, of which the 
„ WW 4 Bethune is Preſident. As to the ordinary and ſettled Re- 
ed nue of the Crown of France, if we may believe their own 


ters upon that Subject, it is not at all increaſed in 
"mg though it is conſiderably augmented in its nominal 
ue, 
In 1683, it was computed at 116,87 3,476 Livres; and in 
17% it amounted to no more than 140,278,473 Livres, 
ch make 5,844,937 Pounds of our Money. This ſhews 
dat neither the general Wealth of France, nor the Income of 
be King, are near ſo great as is commonly imagined. It is in- 
ked very true, that in time of War the King levies much 
wyer Sums; but it is very plain, that even theſe muſt fall 
jr ſhort of what ſome People would perſuade us they amount 
o; ſince there muſt be always a Proportion between the 
Irdinary and extraordinary Revenue, and conſequently, if 
e know the one, we may very eaſily compute how far the 
wer can be carried; becauſe even under arbitrary Govern- 
tents ſome Meaſures muſt be preſerved, and ſome Regard had 
d the general Income of the People, which is leſs in Time 
W at the ſame Time that the public Expence is 
gester. 
As the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Government of France was 
alded in the Compaſs of n into ſuch a Form 
as 
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2s made them wholly ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of the Crown 
ſo the Military Eſtabliſhment, as it now ſtands, was intira 
the Work of Lewis XIV, Before his Time a few Com. 
panies of Guards, and four old Corps, as they are till call 
were all the ſtanding Troops of France ; neither were they 
exactly of the ſame Nature with the Regiments that : 
now kept up, tho' this is not a proper Place to diſcuß th 
Ditference. 


It is ſufficient for us to obſerve, that the Prince 18 
mentioned, finding every thing at home diſpoſed according u 


his good Pleaſure when he took the Adminiſtration into ki 
own Hands, reſolycd to lay hold of that Opportunity to | 
cure the boundleſs Authority of which he was poſſeſſed in h 
own Dominions, and at the ſame time to make himſelf form; 
dable to his Neighbours. It was to this End that he eftabliſh« 
firſt under the 13 of Guards, a very conſiderable Fore 
which is now ſtiled the Troops of the Houſhold ; and afte 
wards, as Occaſion ſerved, raiſed Regiment after Regiment bo 
of Horſe and Foot, and kept them in conſtant Service. 

It was by the Help of this Standing Army, that he gains 
ſo many and ſo great Advantages over Spain and the te 
of his Neighbours, and annexed ſeveral conquered Province 


to his Dominions; which at the ſame time afforded him af 


Opportunity of increaſing the Number of theſe regular Troq 
and of covering his Frontiers on every fide with abundance 
ſtrong Fortreſſes. By Degrees, other States in Europe fo 
themſelves obliged, for their own Defence, to raiſe and mai 
tain regular Troops likewiſe, which afforded that ambitic 
Prince a Pretence for augmenting his to as great a Number 
was poſſible for him to maintain; and his Example in this, 
well as in moſt other Points, has been exactly followed“ 
his Succeſſor, So that immediately before the breaking out! 
the late War, the ſtanding Troops of France conſiſted of d 
hundred and twenty thouſand Foot, twenty thouſand Horſe z 
Dragoons, and between eight and ten thouſand Invalids; that 
in the whole, to about one hundred and fifty thouſand Men. 
The keeping up fo large an Army, and the maintain 
ſo many Garriſons, is as ſerviceable to the King as it is“ 
thenſome and ruinous to the Kingdom, inaſmuch as it ket 
ſo great a Proportion of able and active Perſons in a State 
abſolute Idleneſs with tegard to the Publick, at the ſame t 
that heavy Taxes are raiſed upon the laborious and induſt 
part of the People for their Subſiſtence. 
Hut it muſt be allowed, that it finds Employment for 
Nobility and Gentry of France, more eſpecially as it b. 
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dome almoſt an indiſpenſible Cuſtom for them to ſpend their 
"Youth, at leaſt the firſt Part of it, in the Service; by which 
rely they are brought inſenſibly into a Dependence upon the Court, 
om. ad have their Minds filled with falſe and laviſh Notions of the 
led, Glory of their grand Monarque, which intirely gets the better 
they (cine natural Paſſions that all Men of Birth and Breeding in other 
vMN:ctions have for the Service of their Country. Thus the 
Reader ſees, that the Church, the Law, the Civil Employments, 
nd the Military, being wholly at the good Pleaſure of the 
Court, the far greater part of the active People in this great 
Country have their Lives and Fortunes at the Diſpoſal of the 
Crown, and ſpend the beſt Part of their Days in the Main- 
tenance of a Syſtem, calculated to hold them in irrecoverable 
and perpetual Servitude. 
The Reader will naturally expect, that we ſhould ſay ſome- 
ing of the Marine, which in the laſt Reign was :ndeed CX= 
emely formidable, but is very far from being ſo at preſent ; 
ſince it is very certain that at the Beginning of the late 
War, the whole naval Power of France did not conſiſt of 
quite forty Ships of War of all Sizes, which though it be very 
ſhort of what it was at the Beginning of this Century, yet is 
nuch ſuperior to any Force the French had of that Nature 
before the Reign of Lewis XIV. As to the Commerce of 
rance, it was before the War began very conſiderable, tho 
atainly much ſhort of what has been reported of it here. 
The greateſt Evidence thereof that I have ſeen, is derived 
From a — now before me, which contains a Repre- 
tation to the French Court of the Loſſes ſuſtained by the 
ar, which was drawn up in the Beginning of the Year 
747, and wherein they are ſtated at two hundred Millions 
{their Money, which make above nine Millions three hun- 
red thouſand Pounds of ours. If this proves, as it moſt 
mainly does, that the Trade of France was very much in- 
aled, and even arrived at a ſurpriſing Height; we have at 
lame Time the Conſolation of knowing, that it is now 
only much ſunk and impaired, but in many of its moſt 
portant and beneficial Branches almoſt ruined and deſtroyed; 
d this by the Confeſſion of thoſe, who as they arc em- 


tainil 


a oxcd therein, muſt be beſt acquainted therewith, and who 
* Repreſentation of this kind, durſt not attempt to impoſe 
—— _— the Government. 


ub We have likewiſe the Satisfaction of = informed from 


de fame authentic Memorial, that in the Judgment of the 
Kantile Part of that Nation, if it were in the Power of the 
U 2 Court 
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Court to maintain twenty Men of War at Bre/!, fifteen 
Cadix and on the Coaſt of Spain, fifteen in America, and + 
at Toulon, all the Branches of their Trade might be effechul 
protected: Whence it is evident that no ſuch Force has he 
hitherto e:nployed, and that the Merchants are doubt. ak 
ther if the Court was ever ſo well inclined, they could 005 
and maintain it. f 
In reſpect to the Intcreſts of France, we are obliged to c 
ſider the Name of the Government only, and the Views whi 
the Court cs to itſelf, ſince theſe are very different fron 
or to ſpea the Truth, directly oppoſite to the true Intere? « 
the Natio!: . - » conſidering the Soil, Climate, and Situation 
the Country, | the Number of its Inhabitants, as they bat 
no reaſon to , ſo they have no Cauſe to ista they 
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Neighbours ; by whom, if they applied themſelves induſtrio ir V ie, 
to Manufactures at Jome, and to Foreign Trade, they mics any © 
be very great Gainers 3 and as the ſeveral Provinces of Mt, for c 
Kingdom are fuli of great Towns, they might be all render It is al 
populous and rich as well as the Country about them. chemes, 
A Government therefore that conſulted the Good of the G , th: 
pic, and the general Benefit of its Subjects, would labour ig a 
preſerve Peace, and be affiduous in cultivating the Arts of Pen il negle: 
which perhaps would tend as much to increaſe the Power a cncreale 
fix the Security of ſuch a Government, as the contrary Mei! fublil 
ſures which are now purſued tend to ſtrengthen and aggrandiſi ut, a 
that abſolute Monarchy, which we have ſeen erected there ¶ Me can pri 
the Ruins of their Conſtitution, by the Houſe of Bourbon. ourt of 
But as a Scheme intirely oppoſite to this has been there can h relpe: 
on for at leaſt a Century paſt, with great Steddineſs and unul Ways rei 
Succeſs, we have no Reaſon to expect, tho' Circumitances mi ber Env 
induce them to diſſemble, that the French Court will ever cui Nr cert 
their Meaſures ; and therefore looking upon Things in a Pop may m 
tical Light, we muſt conſider them, only, without having ag hom t 
Reſpect to the Intereit of the People. The Grandeur of udice. 
Crown, which with ſome Impropriety is in that Country fi e ma 
the Glory of France, appears to be the ultimate Aim of val 
Policy of theſe Miniſters, upon which they have fixed their ich ther 
Attention ſo long, and have magnified it ſo much, thi that lie 
ſeems at length to occupy ſolely the Cares and Attention Wi* Loſles 
the Nation. d ſuppoſe 1 
To ſpeak impartially, it is upon keeping up this Spirit H becat 
the Peace and Safety of the Government, as it is now am hers, | 
niſtercd, depends; and it is impoſſible for the French Court Ipline of 
drop her Influence abroad, without manifeſtly hazarding \ 95 then 
5 * L0WCr, 
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duet at home; ſo that to expect a French Monarch ſhould 
here ſtrictly to T reaties, and relinquiſh all Views upon his 
ſeiahbours, is to expect a Golden Age; a thing that may be 
iſhed even by the Waite, but which Fools themſelves can 
ever hope to ſce. 

There is no fort of Doubt therefore, that ſo long as 
ance enjoys her preſent Power, and is in a Capacity of pre- 


* ning it, ſhe will conſider herſelf as the Head of the Houſe 
fron Sf Brurbor, and as the firſt Potentate of the Chriſtian World, 
en which high Titles ſhe will not fail to add as many real Pre- 


oatives as is in her Power. In order to this, ſhe will ſtud 
continue Span and the other Princes of her Houſe in a cloſe 
Jependence upon herſelf, by occaſionally gratifying them in 
ar Views ; and as it is not eaſy to ſee how they can expect 
his any other Way, there ſcems to be too much Probability 
bat, for our Time at leaſt, ſhe will ſucceed in it. 

lt is alſo probable that ſhe will perſiſt in moſt of her other 
themes, ſuch as keeping up a cloſe Correſpondence with the 


e be , that the may have it in her Power to awe the Houſe of 
ur ia and the Ruſſian Empire; that with the like View ſhe 


il neglect nothing that may contribute to continue, and even 
pencreaſe the Jealouſies that have ſo long ſubſiſted, and which 
il ſubſiſt in Germany; her Intrigues in all the Northern 
purts, and her Correſpondencies in Italy, where ſo long as 
he can preſerve her Superiority, ſhe will not fail to have the 
ourt of Rome attached to her Cauſe. 

In reſpect to the reſt of Europe, the Houſe of Auſtria will 
Ways remain the Object of her Hate, the Maritime Powers 
ther Envy, and Pruſſia of her Jealouſy ; whatever Profeſſions 
er certain Circumſtances, and to ſerve her own Purpoſes, 
e may make to the contrary ; and upon which therefore thoſe 


ing 2 they are made, can never depend but to their own 
ſejudice. 
y 18 e may alſo, and it is highly probable ſhe will, diſſemble 


r real Views in Times of Peace in favour of her Trade, 


ir ch there is no Queſtion ſhe will encourage and promote 
that WP that lies in her Power, that it may in ſome Meaſure repair 
tion e Lofles occaſioned by her Wars; but there is no Room 


ſuppoſe that ſhe will remain quiet for many Years toge- 


it Pe, becauſe this muſt many Ways indanger a Government 
aan ben, by creating Factions in the Court, relaxing the Diſ- 
court eine of her Armies, and giving Time to her Neighbours 
ing "Put themſelves into a State of Security and Defence againſt 


n Power, 
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This is not a Picture drawn at Pleaſure, or by the Fang of WY Force © 


* he French Government, to render it odious ud Confed 
7 — = the Life and with ſtrict Regard to Truth ry 
"The Reader has had the Evidence produced to * which i; 7 4 
ſufficient to eſtabliſh this, = - was with that View that ws 7 

11ns to produce it. 
apt feng the Hiſtory of France ſince the Acceſſion at 3 
the preſent reigning Family, and r ee imp ＋ ; 
tially the principal Points therein, it s ave been impol. 3 
ſible to have ſet the Policy of the Prenc Court in a true Point _ 
of Light; or if it hau been poſſible, it could ſcarce nave been 3 
expected that the Publick ſhould have given Credit to it; but — * 
the Caſe now ſtands, we may flatter ourſelves that there are As 
good Grounds to hope that the Juſtice and Impartiality of thi * 
Account will be IRIS to 2 r * 
i im that this is a fai ation, 

0 6s es End than to enable him to form tn — 
Proſpect of future Events, and of the Conduct of this Pow * 
I ing Times. i 

5 — Br this Article, it will be proper to _ . f oo 
notwithſtanding the Truth of what has been — 5 , _ 
are no juſt Grounds to deſpair of preſerving the : 1 * Ih 
Power, tho* France and the reſt of the Houſe of 2 on hou Ap 
purſue with the utmoſt Vigour their ambitious IC N * 
this we ſhall likewiſe make appear, by a few ny an . 7 Toy 

Inferences and ee from the Hiſtory an Remarks t! 4 

been already made. | 

= is very — from tlieſe, that the French ee = 
its greateſt Height at the Time of Lew:s XIV. 2 e . : = * 
Nimeguen, or a very little after. The two A 3 + ons 
exhauſted that Nation prodigiouſly, and more cp | A Ex 
which brought her fo low, that norwithſtanding the _— ** 
and the many Advantages ſhe has ſince enjoy G it . m_ <a 
tain ſhe is far from having recovered it, ſince her _ - 2 
this Day, tho it makes a greater Number of Livres, 3 
in Value of what it amounted to in 1683. be En Wa ane 

She has been likewiſe very much exhauſted by the - 1 
which ſhe was defeated in moſt of her Views, yy bo 2 
no Capacity of keeping the Acquiſitions "_e a ” ” 
diſcover'd ſome ſigns of Weakneſs beyond w 1 ppc * The he 
in the former general War. We know that w yrs e, Ne Genoeſ 

treſſes may be, it is impoſſible for her to bring 8 0 75 a Ending d 
Men into the Field ; perhaps it is impoſſible for | cr job "I 
that, and ſuch an Army ſhe cannot long maintain; voher 8 


. 0 8 th 
it the could maintain it. But ſuppoſing it to be , 
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Farce will not be ſufficient to defend her, even againſt the laſt 


< 5 Confederacy, if ſhe had not a Dependence upon Prufſia. 
Tan Experience has ſhewn us, that without this Reſource, ſhe 
ich i could not maintain an Army in the Low-Countries, and kee 
at v Force ſufficient to defend her Frontiers on the Side of Aſace. 
We may remember, for the Time is not long fince, the Hurry 
on o MY with which Lewis XV. march'd to cover that Part of his Do- 
mpar WW minions, had like to have coſt him his Life, and very doubt- 
mpoſ. WM ful it is, whether he would have been able to have protected 
Poin dem at laſt, if a Diverſion had not been made in Bohemia, 
been which obliged the Auſtrians to repaſs the Rhine; and the 
but anner in which the French beheld that Retreat, fully ſhew'd 
re e how highly fatished they were at the Sight. 
of this But ſuppoſe, as the Thing is indeed very practicable, ſuch an 
o MY Invaſion were attempted at the ſame Time, with an Irruption 
ation WW on the Side of Provence, and a Deſcent from England on 
te Bretagne, or any other Part of their Coaſts, where would 
Pow Troops then be found to reſiſt all theſe Enemies? Yet there 


is Reaſon to believe, that France made a much better Figure 
in the late War, than ſhe will be able to do in another, 
unleſs ſhe is ſo lucky as to ſucceed as happily in her Intrigucs 
the Beginning of it, as ſhe did in thoſe ſhe employed at the 
the Commencement of this laſt, which, all Things conſider'd, is 
rery improbable, | 
Leides in the Courſe of the laſt Quarrel, many Incidents 
happened that cannot fail of affecting ftrongly the general 
Intereſts of Europe for the future, no Way to the Advantage 
of the Cauſe of France. As for Inſtance, the ſurprizing and 
unexpected Efforts made by the People of Hungary in Support 
their Sovereign, which, as I ſhew'd in another Place, has 
Introduced a new Power in Europe, and brought ſuch an 
Acceſſion of Strength to the Houſe of Auſtria as ſaved her 
5, and muſt contribute not a little to render her reſpected 
Teaiter, 
The Devaſtation of Germany immediately after the War 
| began, and more eſpecially of the Bavarian atid Palatine Do- 
minions, muſt alſo have very good Effects in deterring thoſe 
ninces from placing any 89 in the Omnipotence of 
tie grand Monarque, or ſuppoſing the Succeſs of a War muſt 
te determined on the bare Appearance of his Forces. 
The heavy Misfortunes that befell the Duke of Modena and 
fie Cenaeſe, are alſo very diſcouraging Circumſtances ; notwith- 
ling the Reſtitution of their Dominions. We may there- 
fore reaſonably perſuade ourſelves, that in ſucceeding Times 
nother Spirit will prevail; Princes and States will at laſt 
U 4 | perceive. 
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rceive, that by repeated Efforts, France has weaker'q he, It n 
| on tho” ſhe preſerves her Ambition to the full; is as Vigoroys kind 0 
as ever in her Views, tho' ſhe wants Abilities to accomplit which 
them. 1 
All this may be the rather expected, becauſe the Sugoeſtign . 
of France are commonly againſt the Intereſts of the Prince great | 
ſhe tempts ; and the Motives muſt conſequently be very ſtrong acquair 
the Perſuaſion of Succeſs ſtill ſtronger, to warp ſuch Prince; WW taken | 
or States from their Intereſts, which they may purſue without from t. 
Danger or Trouble. But after the Defeat of the Scheme ways i 
laid at the Commencement of this War, what Infinuation; ſtronge 
can move, what Arguments appear concluſive? thinkin 
But this is not i; if ſuch a Check be once given to Fran, ing the 
a new Spirit may ariſe, and thoſe who have no Hopes of bene. WW But 1 
fiting themſelves by her Aſſiſtance, may incline to reap 11. in my 
vantages at her Expence. All Europe well knows how indifferent Militar 
a Title ſhe has to moſt of her Acquiſitions, and with wha indeed 
Appearance of Juſtice her Poſſeſſions might be queſtioned ; a ad in 
who can tell what ſome time or other ſuch a Spirit may produce? will gi 
It would be a very eaſy Matter to ſuggeſt various other ferve ſi 
Reaſons to the ſame Purpoſe, but I forbear at preſent, as ha. 
ing ſaid enough to ſhew my Opinion, s that the Houſe af ST/ 


Bourbon will not, indeed, cannot relinquiſh her preſent Sf 
tem, which muſt always render her terrible to her Neighbour; 
but that on the other Hand, there wants not a Power ſufficient 


to render all her Intrigues abortive, and to defeat all her En- 1 
terprizes, though ſupported by her utmoſt Force. 

I am very well aware that there are two Sorts of People 
who will be inclin'd to doubt of the Facts which I hae 
advanced, and to diſpute the Arguments which I have uſe! 
upon this Subject. The firſt of theſe are the Admirers of that 
over-grown Power, thoſe who look up not only with Su— 
prize but Pleaſure at the amazing Structure, which the Genius 
of Richelieu contrived, and the Labours of his Succeſſors erected 
In this there is indeed ſomething ſtrange and mean, and ye 
of theſe Sort of People there have been always ſome, to f 
the Truth, too many in the World; as appears by the C 
who in a Country of Liberty, were in their Hearts Friend 


to the Great King, tho' they knew him to be their comma My 
Enemy. The other Sort of People are ſuch as fear Fa ing my 
immoderately, and who have been ſo long uſed to tran dearly 
horrible Apprchenſions as well of the Force as the Deligns that th 
that Crown, cannet ſufficiently diveſt themſelves of weh nd fif 
Panic, to enquire coolly and calmly whether there be Wl ery f 
good Grounds for their Apprehenſions or not. the Ga 
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It may, and very probable it will be urged by both theſe 
kind of People, that firſt with regard to Facts, the Armies 
which France had on foot in the laſt Year of the late War, 
were very much ſuperior to what I allow ſhe could poſſib) 
form ; and becauſe I know that this has been laid down with 

t Force, by ſome who would be thought extreamly well 
xcquainted with the military Eſtabliſhment in France, I have 
taken ſome Pains to learn how far I was miſtaken, which 
fom theſe People I could never do, for they anſwered al- 
ways in the one, that France was out of Compariſon 
ſtronger than I imagined; that we deceived ourſelves here in 
thinking the contrary ; and that the Troops in her Pay, dur- 
ing the laſt Campaigns, very far exceeded our Computations. 
But I am at preſent out of all Pain upon this Subject, having 
in my Poſſeſſion a compleat and authentick State of the French 
Military Eſtabliſhment in the Month of May 1748 ; which is 
indeed a very correct and ſatisfactory Piece of its kind, 
and in all reſpects the fineſt Detail of an Army I ever ſaw. I 
will give the Reader an Extract of the Totals, which will 
ſerye ſufficiently to illuſtrate this Point. 


STATE of his Mt Chriſtian Majeftys Land Forces 
in May 1748. 


Infantry. Battal. Men. Annual Pay. 
Regular National Foot - - 356 261455 548 54808 5-0 
Foreign Regular Foot - - - - 84 59183 16099717-16-0 
Irregulars - - 13 9569 2596073--2-0 

Cavalry Squadrons, Men. Annual Pay. 
Regiments of Horſe - - - - 301 47531 32130455-10-4 
Regiments of Dragoons - - - 85 13824 B8064154--3-9 
Inegulars = - - === 25 3120 2330728-16-0 


| 
— 395382 116075937-13-4 


— 


— 
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My firſt Obſervation upon this is, that ſo far from ſubvert- 
ing my former Calculation, this State of the French Army very 
dearly eſtabliſhes it. In Time of Peace, we have ſhewn, 
the ſtanding Forces of France are about one hundred 
and fifty thouſand Men; and in Time of War, it may be 
ry fairly computed, that about this Number is requiſite for 
tie Garriſons, the Security of the Coaſts, and. the 1 
0 
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of the interior Part of the Kingdom : Which will be ſtill mor 


evident, if we conſider that one hundred and twelve Bit. 
lions of Militia, making upwards of cighty thouſand Men 

are included in the forcgoing State of the Army. I was ny 
conſequently in the Wrong, in fuppoſing that France could not 
bring many above two hundred thouſand Men into the Field, even 
when ſhe exerted herſelf to the utmoſt. We have likewiſe ſeen, 
that great as this Force is, ſhe might have been attacked by the 
Allies, if their Engagements to each other had been punKually 
performed, with equal, if not ſuperior Armies. 

My next Obſervation is as to the Expence, which the 
Reader ſees, for the bare Subſiſtence of the Troops, amount; 
to the whole ordinary Revenue of France, or ſomewhat more 
than five Millions Sterling. As to the Extraordinaries of Wet, 
the Subſidies to foreign . the Expences of the Nau, 
the Charge of Colonies, and many other Particulars, they are 
totally excluded; and I preſume nobody will think that the 
Computation is extravagant, if we conſider theſe as amounting 
to the like Sum. To all this we muſt add the Charge of the 
Civil Government, which in a Time of War cannot be at al 
leſſened; and when we have done this, and brought into the 
Account the diſtreſſed Condition of their Trade, which mani- 
teſts itſelf more and more ſince the Concluſion of the Peace, 
when Traders attempting to draw their Money out of the 
Hands of thoſe who paid them Intereſt for it during the 
War, when they could not employ it in Commerce, has oc- 
caſioned innumerable Bankruptcies. 

I fay, when all this is taken into our View, and ſeriouſly re- 
fected upon, we muſt, unleſs we will abſolutely ſhut our Eye, 
perceive, that tho' the abſolute Power of the French Govern- 
ment enables thoſe who adminiſter it, to avail themſelves «i 
the laſt Man and the laſt Shilling that Kingdom can raiſe, for 
the Support of their ambitious Projects, yet when this is done, 
no Policy, however refined, can repair that Waſte of Wealth, 
or reſtore their extenuated Strength, in a ſhort Space « 
Time. 

Power may ſuperſede the Laws of Reaſon, Humanity ang 
Juſtice; but human Power cannot conſtrain the Laws of Ne- 
ture, When a People are exhauſted, they muſt have Time 
to recruit; and tho' it may be very well ſuppoſed, that in 2 
abſolute Government, this will be fo far from being pte. 
vented, that all imaginable Pains will be taken to further and 
facilitate their Recovery, yet a very little Penctration wil 
ſhew us, that even this cannot be immediately done ; for thoſe 


who adminiſter ſuch a Government, being always 3 
! 


their ! 


But 
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their Neighbours, cannot turn their Thoughts inſtantly, or at 
leaſt not intirely, even to this neceſſary Point; for tho” ſuch 
a Recovery is requiſite, yet Self-Preſervation remains {till the 
frſt Law, and conſequently Proviſion muſt be made for that. 

When an abſolute Government is not preparing to attack 
her Neighbours, ſhe muſt be occupied in providing againſt 
any Danger that may reſult from her being ſuddenly attacked; 
and therefore whatever the Bulk of the People, whatever thoſe 
who have the Intereſt of the People only at Heart, may wiſh or 
plead for, the Miniſters under ſuch a Government will attend 
to that, and will not ſuffer their Cares to be called off to 
any other Object, before what regards this, upon which 
their Power depends, 1s thoroughly ſettled. 

We ſee that in Fact this was the Gale in France, immediately 
upon the Concluſion of the War: The People took it then for 
granted, that the extraordinary Taxes ſhould ceaſe at once; 
they promiſed this to themſelves, and they had been promiſed it 
by the Crown ; yet their Wiſhes and Expectations were not 
anſwered. The eme interpoſed in their Behalf; and it 
is amazing, that no Account was ever publiſhed here of the 
Subſtance of their Remonſtrances, which were in Effect to 
this Purpoſe: That extraordinary Taxes could only be paid 
chearfully upon extraordinary Occaſions, and from the Hopes 
of being ſpeedily delivered from them; and therefore to de- 
prive Men of theſe Hopes, was to render them Bankrupts in 
their Fortunes, and deſperate in their Diſpoſitions: That to 
pay Debts was a good Thing in itſelf, and certainly tended to 
the Relief of the People; but this Relief being diſtant, and 
the People ſtanding in Need of immediate Eaſe, the latter was 
2 more ſuitable Relief than the former: That Indigence was a 
Defence even againſt abſolute Power, and therefore it was to 
be feared, that if the extraordinary Taxes were paid, the or- 
dinary Revenue of the Crown would be greatly diminiſhed, and 
conſequently new Debts be incurred faſter than the old ones 
diſcharged. 

But did theſe Remonſtrances prevail? No; only inſtead of 
the Tenth the Twentieth Penny was impoſed : For tho? it is 
hiehly probable the Miniſtry were ſenſible of the Force of 
this Reaſoning, and of the Diſtreſs of the Nation, yet being 
at the fame Time more ſenſible of the Wants of the Govern- 
ment, as concerning them more, they thought fit to poſtpone 
the Relief of the People to what they will certainly call the In- 
tereſt of the State. 

Thus T preſume it is made tolerably plain, that with all 


Power and Policy, France cannot in a few Years recover 
| the 
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the Loſſes ſhe has ſuſtained in the laſt War; nor wil! it he 
within the Compaſs of her Abilities, intirely to give thoſe Eg. 
couragements and Aſſiſtances to her Allies, that very poflibl; 
they were made to expect after the Concluſion of the Peace, 
and if this ſhould happen, there is the higheſt Probability, 
that thofe Allies will vary their Syſtem as their Intereſts ſhal 
direct; and what the Conſequences of this may be, I ſhall not 
venture to foretel]. 


Only thus much I will add upon the Subject, that as we az | 


ſufficiently apprized, the Allies of France, more eſpecially in the 
North, have had very great Deſigns in Agitation fer ſome 
Years paſt, the Execution of which they have been forced to 
delay for want of her Aſſiſtance, this muſt be either now gi- 
ven, which would prove a new Opening to a very uncertain 
Expence, or it muſt be forborn; and then, as I before hinted, 


it is like to become the Cauſe of framing ſome new Syſtem; 


ſince there are Powers in that Part of the World capable of re- 
fining, even upon the Politicks of France, if what the French 
Politicians ſay be true, that the laſt War in Germany was not 
Matter of Choice but of Compulſion, and that they never 
knew the Nature of their Engagements till they were called 
upon to fulfill them, under Circumſtances that would not ad- 
mit of a Refuſal. 

It would have been an eaſy Matter to have extended both 
the Hiſtory, and the Reflections contained in this Chapter, 
much farther, and to have done this, might have anſwered 
my Purpoſe moſt effectually; but as this would have obliged 
me to enter very deeply into the domeſtick Concerns of 
that Nation, and even into Matters of a ſtill more tender and 
delicate Nature, I thought it more expedient to deſiſt. 

The Reader however will be pleaſed to conſider with himſcl, 
what were in all Probability the true Motives that induced 
the Regent to behave with ſo much Mildnefs and Moderz- 
tion in reſpect to his Syſtem of foreign Affairs, and compare it 
with the preſent State of France; when, if I miſtake not, he 
muſt very eaſily diſcover a very ſtrong Reſemblance, and be 
from thence inclined to think as I do, that Europe has a very 
fair Chance of being exempted for ſome Lime from thoſe Ap- 
prehenſions, with which ſhe ought otherwiſe to be always file, 
of the neceſſary Conſequences of that ambitious Spirit, which 
is and ever will be predominant in this Nation, while it 
Government ſubſiſts in its preſent Form. 
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CHAP XL 


The Hiſtory of Spain, while under the Dominion of 
the Houſe of Auſtria; the paſſing of that Crown 
into the Family of Bourbon ; the Conſequences of 
this Alteration, in regard to the Syſtem of Eu- 
rope and the preſent State Maxims of Govern- 
ment, true Intereſts, and political Connections of 
that Kingdom. 


ITE are now to preſent the Reader with a ſuccinct 
Hiſtory of Spain, in order to give a clear Account of 
her political Intereſts and Connections. Every body knows 
how much it imports us to be acquainted with them, and many 
zre by this Time ſenſible of the Misfortunes we have more 
than once brought upon ourſelves, by not being ſufficiently 
informed about them. The Crown of Spain is now one of 
the moſt conſiderable Powers of Europe, but it has not always 
been ſo. That great Country was formerly divided into ſeve- 
rl] Kingdoms; and it was not till towards the latter End of 
the fifteenth Century, that moſt of them came to be united un- 
der Ferdinand and Iſabella. | 

That King was reputed the wiſeſt Prince of his Time, and 
his Queen, without being ſo reputed, was really the wiſeſt 


Tower, Iſabells laboured to make her Subjects great and happy. 
It was to him that his Succeſſors, in a great Meaſure, owe their 
* abſolute at home, but it is to her they are indebted for 
the = they have ſince made abroad. In a Word, it was 
lis Policy that made the Kings of Spain great, it was her Vir- 
ues that made the Crown ſo. 

There were three Things that fell out under their Reigus, 
which intirely altered the Face of Affairs in Spar, and 
thereby changed the Syſtem of Europe. The firſt was the 
Junction of the Crown of Caſtile and Leon, with the Domi- 
mons that belong'd to each of them; and this was brought 
about by their Marriage. The ſecond was the total Excluſion of 
te Moors, which was effected by the Conquelt of Grarada, the 
laſt of thoſe Principalities which they had erected in that Coun- 
ny; and which the Union of their Dominions put it in the 
tower of theſe Princes to accompliſh, The third was the Dit- 

cov cry 


crown'd Head in that Age. Ferdinand ſtudied to extend his 
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covery of the new World, and the annexing of it, when qr 
covered, to their Dominions ; by which Spain may be ſaid t, 
commence her Maritime Power. | 

Thus in the Compaſs of about thirty Years, Spain became 
beyond all Compariſon the greateſt Power in Europe, which 
before was very inconſiderable. For this Ferdinand and hi; 
Queen {/abella began their Reign in 1472; the Queen died in 
1504, and the King in 1516, after uniting the Kingdoms of 
Naples and Navarre, under various Pretences, to the reſt of ki; 

already extenſive Dominions. 

Ihis is a ſhort Account of the Growth of the Spaniſb Power 
to the opening of the ſixteenth Century, from which Tims 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that we ſhould have more diſtinc 
Notions of its gradual Progreſs, greateſt Height, and (ubſ.. 
quent Declenſion, as well as of the great Change that hy 
happened from its paſſing out of the Houſe of Auſtria int 
that of Bourbon, which occaſioned the laſt general War, and 
has been the Object of the principal Negotiations in Eurit 
ever ſince. 

That we may do this effectually, and at the ſame Time keep 
as much within Bounds as poſſible, we ſhall firſt of all gire ; 
brief Deſcription of the Power acquired by Charles V. who 
who was at once Emperor of Germany, King of Spain and 
Naples, Maſter of a great Part of Italy, and Lord of the whole 
Low-Countries, as well thoſe that now form the Republick df 
the United Provinces, as thoſe which are ſtiled the Spaniþ 
Netherlands, and belong moſtly to the Empreſs-Queen af 
Hungary. : £ 

We ſhall next give a ſhort View of the Reign of Phil l. 
who, if ambitious Princes are to be {tiled fo, was the wiſel 
King, at leaſt the greateſt Politician, that Europe ever ſay, 
and in that Quality bid the faireſt for univerſal Monarchy; in 
his Pretenſions to which, he was rather defcated by Providence 
than either by the Power or Prudence of thoſe that oppoſed him, 
2nd yet he had to deal with ſome of the greateſt Princes that 
ever ruled in this Part of the World. 

Ve ſhall in the third Place ſhew, how that mighty Powe: 
_ which he eſtabliſhed dwindled away and funk to nothing under 
his Succeſſors; ſo that at laſt they were protected in the Poſſe- 
ſion of their Dominions, by thoſe very Powers that had been 
raiſed upon their Ruin. A ftrange Revolution this ! but © 
all that has happened in Europe the moſt worthy of Attention; 
becauſe it ſhews us how the moſt potent Governments 4 
infeebled and brought to decay by all graſping Princes; 2 
how Providence countcracts human Policy, lo as to _ 
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direclly contrary to their Intentions, from the Plans laid down 
and executed by the ableſt Stateſmen, to gratify the Deſires 
the moſt ambitious Princes, 

Laſtly, We ſhall give ap impartial Account of the manner 
in which this Kingdom changed its Matters, and how all Eu 
repe came to acquieſce at laſt in its remaining in the Poſiefſion 
of the late King Philip V. tho' a younger Branch of the Houſe 
of Bourbon. | 

We have in a foregoing Article relating to the Houſe of 
fuftria, given an Account of the Deſcent of Charles V. who 
was the Grandſon of Ferdinand and Iſabella by their only 
Daughter, and who ſucceeded firſt to the Low-Countries, of 
which he was alſo a Native; and therefore it is no wonder 
that he retained for them a ſtrong Affection as long as he 


lived, It was this Affection, however, that render'd him diſ- 


zerecable to the Spaniarde, who on the other hand were never 
yery agreeable to him; and though by the Aſſiſtance of two 
yery able Miniſters, he governed that Nation very quietly 
during the beſt Part of his Reign, yet there never was any 
cordial Affection between him and his Subjects in that King- 
dom. | 

It is true, that for the Sake of the prodigious Revenues 
which he drew from the Spaniſb Dominions in Europe and 
America, he behaved towards them always with great Civi- 
lity and Condeſcenſion, and countenanced that Prepoſſeſſion in 
their Favour, which was ſhewn by his Son Philip even in his 
Infancy. On the other Hand, the Fortune of the Emperor, 
who gained the higheſt military Reputation by a long Series 
af Victories, encreaſed the Spaniſb Dominions in Tah, hum- 
bled the French Power, brought King Francis I. Priſoner to 
Madrid, and carried the Terror of his Arms into Africa, made 
him in ſome meaſure popular amongſt the Spaniards, naturally 
the moſt loyal People in Europe, and extreamly charm'd wit! 
heroic Courage in their Princes. 

But on the one Hand the Emperor did not forcſec in the for- 
mer Part of his Reign, the Impoſſibility of ſecuring all his Do- 
minions to his Son, which if he had done, he would certainly 
have acted otherwiſe than he did, and have been more tender of 
the Intereſt of Spain, and more prudent in the Diſpoſition of 
that immenſe Wealth which accrued to him from the Poſſeſſion 
G it, He faw this in the latter Part of his Days, and then he 
gang d his Scheme of Proceeding, he endeavoured to augment 
lis Maritime Force, and by the Marriage of his Son Philip 
with Mary Queen of England, ſought to cftabliſh a new Con- 
ion between the different Parts of his Dominions, and at 

the 
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the ſame time to ſurround France, and keep her in continyq , Fath 
Dependance. hit he 

The Spaniards were as much deceived on the other Hand himſelf, 
in their Notions for the great Conqueſts and mighty Grandem n of thi 
of the Emperor; as they were gained at their Expence, ſo they Phat in 
were kept by the ſame Means; and this exhauſted Spain bot , Hiri 
of Men and Money, drew from her all the Wealth ſhe derives cuted hi 
from her Indies, even faſter than it came in, and by Putting it WW that Nat 
into the Power of the Court to confer honourable and profitabe WM xe ſhall 
Employments upon her Grandees, extinguiſhed thoſe Principles In 15 
of Honour and Patriotiſm for which they had been formerly Gifatisfd 
lame tim 
the grea 
Dint of 
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dents on their Miniſters, which their free-born Anceſtors woull 
have deſpiſed. 

It muſt be allow'd, that conſidering the End he aimed 2, 
this Monarch laid down a right Plan, and commonly ſpeaking, 
purſued it ſteadily ; he was alſo generally — and after 
the Battle of Pavia, ſtood very für for carrying his great De. 
ſign into Execution : But in the Decline of Life he was le 
fortunate, or rather he was better known ; all the Powers of 
Europe were upon. their Guard, and that fraudulent Policy, by 
which he had been ſo great a Gainer, grew not only uſeleß, 
but was alſo turned upon himfel, 

Hence it was, that almoſt every where his Affairs began to 
decline. The Princes of Germany would no longer truſt him; 
the Pope and the Italian Princes were continually plotting againſt 
him; France began to recover its Power, and even in the Lv 
Cruntries, which had been always the moſt favoured Part of 
his Dominions, he met with ſuch Mortifications, as forced 
him to think of a Reſignation, which he executed with Repug- 
nance, and repented as ſoon as he had made it. 

But it does not appear that he ever laid aſide his Scheme 6 
univerſal Monarchy ; he was indeed ſatisfied, that it could ne- 
ver be brought to bear in his own Time, but he flatter'd hin- 
{elf to the laſt that it could not eſcape his Son. He knew tie 
Diſpoſition of Philip exactly, and that tho' he was not ſo great 
a Hero, he was rather a more refined Politician than he; and 
therefore he took all imaginable Pains to infuſe into his Mind 
the fame Views, the ſame Paſſions, and the fame Principles af 
Policy, that had governed himſelf, | 

It was to facilitate this, that at the Time of his Reſignation, 
he put into his Hands a Syſtem of the Art of War, and another 
of Government, of his own compoſing; both excellent 
their kind, but fatal to his Pupil, and to the Haniſb Nation 
Philip reccived theſe Preſents more reſpectfully than he had 1 
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we Father's Dominions, and ſtudied them with ſuch Diligence, 


it he was ſoon in a Condition to have given the like Leſſons 
timſclf, The Spaniardt even at this Time, retain the Memo- 


ms mr of this Fact, and make uſo of it as a proverbial Expreſſion. 
they That in all great Emergencies, their Miniſters are wont to conſult 
oth , Spirit of Charles V. which is but too true, for they proſe- 
Ived eted his Maxims till they wore out the Force and Riches of 
git Nan Nation; and came to be in that deplorable State in which 


we ſhall hereafter find them. 
In 1558, the Emperor Charles V. died in his Retirement, 
#T:tiched with the World, his Son, and himſclf; but at the 


er! 
— ame time with a full Proſpect of Philip's becoming Maſter of 
out de greateſt Part of Europe, either by Force of Arms, or by 


Dint of his Intrigues. He left him, to ſay the Truth, a moſt 


% omidable Prince; for he had juſt triumphed over the 
ing, ch, by a deciſive Victory, had recovered all his Dominions 
after in /taly, was in full Poſſeſſion of the Low Countries, and: had 
De. much Power in England, as enabled him to employ the whole 
ä Strength of this Nation for his Service, directly againſt its own 
rs of WY lnterefts. | 

„ by To ſay Truth, if it had not been for the timely Death of his 
eles, onſort Queen Mary, there is hardly any doubt to be made, that 


de would have carried his Point; and have annexed this Crown, 
for ſome time at leaſt, to the reſt of his Territories, which as 
twould have been fatal to the general Good of Europe, would 
ave been no leſs deſtructive to our Anceſtors in particular, as 
e ſhall perhaps have an Occaſion to ſhew more largely in 
mother Part of this Work. 

Philip II. began his Reign with much Reputation, and in 


pug: War which he entered into with France, had at firſt great 

buccefſes, which were chiefly owing to the Fidelity and Virtues 
me of bis Subjects in the Low Countries. It was not long how- 
d ne- er, that he ſuffered his Affairs to continue in this Situation; 


was bent upon returning to, and living in Spain; he pre- 
red none but the Natives of that Country, and ſhewed him- 
f fonder of their Cuſtoms, and Manner of Living, than was 
t for a Prince, who had ſuch extenfive Dominions, and 
* of ſuch different Tempers, and Diſpoſitions, under his 
lence, 

tle attempted likewiſe upon their Liberties, and was de- 
row of leaving Spaniſh Troops in their principal Cities, 
n ir the Command of the Prince of Orange, and Coun! 
mort; but the People abſolutely refuſed to ſubmit, and 
on after the Troubles in thoſe Parts began. The Spaniards 
uſtook their Intereſts in this 3 intirely; they were pleaſcd 
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at what had happened; they rejoiced at their having à Rise 
intirely Spaniſb; and looked upon the Revolt of the Fin 


He ſhe 


We Live: 


as a 'T hing that mult prove very advantageous to them, à night 
would afford the King, not only an Opportunity of curtailing I for th 
their Privileges, but of confiſcating their Eſtates, and befgy. loyed, | 
ing them upon his Favourites, or in other Words, upon then. ud (carc 
ſelves. A thin 
But they were convinced by Experience of the Folly of th;Wſrer-ratit 
Notions; for the People of the Low: Countries were not to Met Pre 
frighted out of their Privileges, and therefore to deprive then Mine of th 
by Force, Troops were continually to be ſent from Sr, Mirics, an 
and to be maintained when ſent in the Low Countries, when exe 
inſtead of becoming, as Philip intended, a Place of Arm: Cg 
from whence he might at Pleaſure invade either Franc «Mend it t 
England, they became in Reality the Theatre of a War, ve ich 7: 
a very ſmall Expence the Engliſb and French broke the For Thus « 
at of the Spaniſh Monarchy, while thus employed agun ich in 
its own Subjects. This was the firſt and great Miſtake of Hg, 
Reign, a Miſtake which how much ſoever he might repent, che L 
could never repair; a Miſtake that was equally fatal to HH eight. 
own Power, and uſeful in creating a Diverſion to his Neigt had | 
bours, who but for this Miſtake would have run a very gie of 
Hazard of becoming likewiſe his Subjects. pre the 
Another great Miſtake committed by Philip II. was his con evider 
ſidering in the Adminiſtration of Affairs, his own ambito under 
Projects only, without the leaſt Attention to the Welfare of 1M Tbeſe 
Subjects. He ſaw his Dominions daily thinned by the L well 
his Army ſuſtained ; he ſaw the Trade of his People dec inst t] 
chiefly from the heavy Load of Taxes which he impoſed ; \fvcr!10n 
ſaw likewiſe the naval Power of his Kingdom continually ieee, the 
from his employing almoſt all the Shipping and Seamen in ons, f. 
Dominions, in a Variety of Expeditions, many of which ene; tr 
unſucceſsful, in reſpe& to the Views that he propoſed, and e Plans 
of them were exceedingly ruinous to the Spaniſh Nation. werned, 
He had no Conſideration of this, but àacted as if his Pei" Eur 
had been Brute Beaſts, in which he had a Property, witt Delufiy 
being under any Obligation to take care of them. He was 8") poot 
conſummate a Politician, that he did nothing without a πσf e P 
and thought of no other Views than his own ; by which he H whic 
his People of their Wealth, without providing for their Suppl frequi 
which made an Italian Wit compare him to a bad Horn 1. irt 
who » de his Beaſt hard, and ſeidom gave him a Meals e Pe 
': was to this Principle, that he owed that Firmnefs, or , es 
ibility, for which he was ſo famous, d both t. 
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te ſhewed no Emotion on ill News, becauſe he was careleſs of 
Lives and Fortunes of his Subjects; and how much ſoever 
WS. night feel his own Diſappointments, he had no Feeling at 
i: WK for the Sufferings and Misfortunes of thoſe whom he em- 
tow. ed, but regarded the Loſs of them as a "Thing of Courſe, 
i (carce worthy of his Notice. 
Athird Error in the Conduct of this great Prince, was the 
wer-rating his own Power, which led him to undertake ſeveral 
eat Projects, without giving himſelf Time to execute any 
e of them; by which he muitiplied the Number of his Ene- 
ie and put that in the Power of many, which could have 
-en executed ſingly by none. As for Inſtance, he attacked 
und while he was engaged in ſubduing the Low Countries; 
nd ir the Midſt of the War this drew upon him, he broke 
with France. 
Thus one Project embarraſſed and confounded another, by 
hich in the End they all miſcarried, except the Conqueſt of 
P;rtugal, which he committed entirely to the Management 
f the Duke of Alba, who reduced the whole Kingdom in 
fy-cight Days. This ſhews what he might have done, if 
had proceeded always in that Method ; as his ſending the 
Duke of Parma to the Relief of the League in France, which 
me the Dutch an Opportunity of recovering their Affairs, is 
1 evident Demonſtration that he failed in his other Deſigns, 
bitioW7 undertaking more than one at once. 
> of hi Theſe Projects are all ſufficiently well known to the World, 
> Loſi well as various Expeditions he cauſed to be undertaken 
dec inst the Tris, and other Infidels, and ſome occaſional 
ſed ; iierſions made by his Forces in Italy. In reſpect to all 
Ily fe, the Spaniards pleaſed themſelves with romantick Specu- 
\ in tions, ſuch as that the Sun never ſet in their Maſter's Domi- 
ch wel ons; that while he meditated in his Cloſet at the Eſcurial, 
and e Plans were laid there, by which both Hemiſpheres were 
werned, and the Forces of Spain awed at the ſame Time 
3 Perg Europe and the Indies. 
with Deluſve Dreams of boundleſs Grandeur ! which made but 
un poor Amends for the dreadful Diſtreſſes that theſe am- 
a Ve eus Purſuits had brought upon their exhauſted Country; 
he rs which ſerved to ſhew us, that the Examples of Princes 
Sup frequently as fatal to their Subjects as their falſe Politicks, 
orca ring them with the fame fond Paſſion for extenſive 
I's Ml Ominions, which ſwell their own Breaſts, and ſo m ike that 
or ect of both their Wiſhes, which is equally deſtructive 
d both their Intereſts, 
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It muſt however be acknowledged, that towards the lig 
End of his Life this great Politician altered his View, ,, 
out of Regard to the * of his Poſterity, began to tnt 


Weaker 
ſach a 
duct of 


n . . His 8 
f ſecuring that of his Subjects. In order to this, he «WM... 

8 Too t in Dowiy to his n Iſalella- Cle * 
Eugenia, whom he married to her Couſin the Arch.Dy C it M 

Albert, in Hopes that this might have drawn back the Inj, Co 
bitants of the revolted Provinces to their Duty; and d 'M __ 
this Contrivance failed, yet it muſt be acknowledged that tec J 
was very well contrived, and had a very fair Appearance, Ong 
He took Care to diſpoſe Matters for a Peace with El "his 
and if he did not conclude it, it was ver probably in hog 150 . | 
of making better Terms with her Succeſſor, ii Queen Elz "i 
beth had died. But in regard to France, which he found: By oh 
covered Strength on the Concluſion of the Civil War, 2 a © 
Henry IV. being peaceably ſeated on the Throne, he ag equall 
Haſte to compromiſe his Differences, that he might leave | 121 
Dominions quiet on that Side. As to Portugal, tho he 6 N 
tained it by Nea. he ſought to preſcrve it by at ju 
mild and gentle Government, and laboured all tiut lay | FE 
his Power to make the People conceive it their Interel} 1 7pag 
continue united with Spain; which might probably have be LY 
effected, if he had not put his Son Don Carlos to Neath, y II. pur 
was likewiſe the Son of Mary Infanta of Portugal. But the ke an ö 
ple were ſo averſe to the Spaniſh Dominion, that their Pri * 
put into their 1 a Petition to God to deliver the . 
from the Ca/tihan Y oke. : ; oolite 
Thus it — plainly, that Experience convinced Ph - : 
II. who was very juſtly eſteemed a conſummate Politician de Don 
his former Errors, and in a Manner forced him to fee that t kg 
true Greatneſs of a King does not conſiſt in Conqueſts a pins 
extending his Dominions, but in governing thoſe wiſely wi 2 
he juſtly poſſeſſes; and in making his Subjects rich and hay: - _ 
rather than rendering his own Family great. wrecable 
His laſt Error was committed when he was very neat WW One 
End, and was of all others the moſt excuſeable. H. ſat ks Reig 
himſelf with the Hopes of governing the Span Mone om wi 
after his Demiſe, and with that View drew up a Meme te Labor, 
for the Inſtruction of his Son. Vain and ambitious T0 Mriſee, 
ſays the French Hiſtorian Mezeray very juitly ; for 8 Kingdon 
will gexern according to their own Fancy, and hae Me 
or no Regard to the Maxims of their Predeceſfors. de Ae 
He died on the 13th of September 1598, after a long Key cone: 
in which he obtained the Reputation of a great na Kammeda 


2 nay or ft 
Prince; tho', as we have ſhewn, he left his ngen N 
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weaker than he found it, and his Subjects impoveriſhed to 


latte ©. a Degree as made their Recovery difficult, as the Con- 
8 4 k 1 . 

n of his Succeſſors rendered it impracticable. 

think His Son Philip III. was a Prince endowed with all the 
© 2 virtues requiſite to have rendered him happy in private Life; 
Ae bu without thoſe Qualities which were neceſſary to make a 
Di "eat Monarch, or to reform the Errors of his Father's Govern- 
e hahe went. He was naturally of a quiet and peaceable Diſpoſi- 
d th * and he had the good Fortune to confide in a Miniſter, 
that whoſe Talents, if they were not great, were at leaſt ſuch as 
- wbled him to do r1:ch Good. | 
en This was the Duke of Lerma, during whoſe Adminiſtra- 
a — gon a ſolid Peace was concluded with England, agreeable 
\ Elizg 


o th? dying Countei of Philip II. He alſo made a Truce 
with the Dutch, and labourcd all he could to bring the Ex- 
jences of the Government within ſome Bounds. But what 
s equally ſtrange and remarkable, this happy Temper both 
n the King and his Miniſter was attended with an unfore- 
ſen Conſequence, which rendered all the ExpeSiations that 
night juſtly have been formed from thence vein and abortive. 

t had been the Policy of his Father to leflen the Power, 
:nd to abate the Credit of the Grandees, whom he hated, 
and who no Doubt had as little Reſpect for him; but Philip 
Il. purſued a contrary Conduct, he had an Affection for the 
hand Nation, and a ſincere Reſpect for their Nobility, whom 
therefore he brought into his Counſels, and employed in his 
Affairs; but it ſo fell out, that their Notions were directly 
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* Peace a Weakneſs, and his forming no Plan for extending 

e Dominions of Spain derogatory from the Glory of the 
tat Crown ; and by adopting the Scntiments of the Prince wh 
<4 own; and by adopting the dentiments or tne rrince who 


had humbled them, and croſſing the Syſtem of that Govern- 
ment under which they had recovered Credit, they made Way 
for new Miſchiefs, and forced the King upon Meaſures dif- 
zreeable to himſelf, and deſtructive to his Subjects. 
One of theſe was the moſt diftinguiſh'd Tranſaction of 
ts Reign, and at the fame Time the moſt fatal; and that 
om which Spain derives part of that Miſery under which 
be Iabours at preſent. "This was the intire driving out the 
Aries, or the Deſcendants of the Moors, that inhabited the 
Kingdom of Granada and the Countries adjacent, to the 
Number of nine hundred thouſand Perſons, of all Ranks, Sexes, 
and Ages. The Pretence was, that they were diſaffected and 
meconcileable to a Chriſtian Government, as being ſtill Mo- 
*mimedans in their Hcarts. | 
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weaker than he found it, and his Subjects impoveriſhed to 
lch a Degree as made their Recovery difficult, as the Con- 
1:4 of his Succeſſors rendered it impracticable. 

His Son Philip III. was a Prince endowed with all the 
Virtues requiſite to have rendered him happy in private Life; 
wt without thoſe Qualities which were on to make a 
neat Monarch, or to reform the Errors of his Father's Govern- 
nent. He was naturally of a quiet and peaceable Diſpoſi- 
ton, and he had the good Fortune to contide in a Miniſter, 
whoſe Talents, if they were not great, were at leaſt ſuch as 
enabled him to do much Good. 

This was the Duke of Lerma, during whoſe Adminiſtra- 
#on a ſolid Peace was concluded with England, * agreeable 
o th: dying Countel of Philip II. He alſo made a Truce 
with the Dutch, and labourcd all he could to bring the Ex- 
xences of the Government within ſome Bounds. But what 
s equally ſtrange and remarkable, this happy Temper both 
in the ing and his Miniſter was attended with an unfore- 
en Conſequence, which rendered all the ExpeSGations that 
nicht juſtly have been formed from thence vein and abortive. 

It had been the Policy of his Father to leſſen the Power, 
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erelt and to abate the Credit of the Grandees, whom he hatcd, 
ri ad who no Doubt had as little Reſpect for him; but Philip 
Th 1 II. purſucd a contrary Conduct, he had an Affection for the 


hani o Nation, and a ſincere Reſpect for their Nobility, whom 
therefore he brought into his Counſels, and employed in his 
Affairs; but it ſo fell out, that their Notions were directly 
oppoſite to thoſe of the Miniſter; they thought his Love of 
Peace a Weakneſs, and his forming no Plan for extending 
the Dominions of Spain derogatory from the Glory of the 
Crown ; and by adopting the Sentiments of the Prince who 
tad humbled them, and croſſing the Syſtem of that Govern- 
ment under which they had recovered Credit, they made Way 
for new Miſchiefs, and forced the King upon Meaſures dif- 
zreeable to himſelf, and deſtructive to his Subjects. 

One of theſe was the moſt diſtinguiſh'd Tranſaction of 
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1 ks Reign, and at the fame Time the moſt fatal; and that 
en rom which Spain derives part of that Miſery under which 
done ſhe labours at preſent. This was the intire driving out the 


Meiriſess, or the Deſcendants of the Moors, that inhabited the 
Kingdom of Granada and the Countries adjacent, to the 
Number of nine hundred thouſand Perſons, of all Ranks, Sexes, 
nd Ages. The Pretence was, that they were diſaffected and 
meconcileable to a Chriſtian Government, as being ſtill Me- 
laumedans in their Hearts, 

X 3 In 


1 Princ 
. 
Wen 
2 Reit 
nd 1 
m Mu 
We 


| 
dl 
ll 


| 
| 
i 


[ 310 ] 


In this no doubt there was a great deal of Truth; þy m_ 
when the ſame Expedient was propoſed more than once 1, the 
Philip Il, his Anſwer always was, Find me ſome other Mt, 110 
for this is Iinpracticable. Ye under this Reign it was ng = 
only refolv'd upon but put in Execution; by which a rt . 1 
Tract of Country, and that too the moſt populous in Hat > 
was left without Inhabitants, and from being beyond on 
pariſon the moſt fruitful (cauſe the beſt cultivated) art | ** 
that great Kingdom, became and has continued ever ſine * 
anal a Deſart. For whatever theſe People were with reſpec - 
to Religion, in point of Morals and Induſtry they were fr wer 
from being the worſt of his Catholick Majeſty's Subject; ** 
and this driving them over to Barbary, where they became ood 
his moſt implacable Enemies, was one of the moſt dangeroy — 
Miſtakes in Politicks that Hiſtory has recorded. — 
By Degrees the Nobility got the better of the Duke « Bo 
Lerma in the King's Opinion; but that prudent Minifee dui 
foreſeeing his Fall, took Care to ſecure his Head, which he on 
knew was aimed at by his Enemies, by covering it withz ptr 
Cardinal's Cap. After this Diſgrace ſome Troubles broke ot 3 
in Italy, which proved very detrimental to the Spaniſt b. —_ 
tereſt ; and it is highly probable that the new Miniſtry woul . 
have engaged the Ling in a new War, notwithſtanding 1 4 
pacifick Diſpoſition, if he had not been removed by Death, ＋ 
which happen'd on the laſt Day of March 1621. 1 mo 

Philip IV, ſucceeded his Father in the Flower of his * 
and the firſt Action of his Reign ſeemed to ſpeak a mic Ar 
higher Genius for Government. He had interpoſed, _ 0 
Prince of Afturias, in Favour of a Gentleman condemn J =. 
Murder, and had obtained his F ather's Promiſe for a Par 5 Ap 
with which the Relations of the Criminal were {atisfied, 2 = 
did not make Haſte to take it out in Form. After the Kin: Pp 
Death, the Proſecution was renewed, and the new King _ he 
Execution, Thoſe who had ſolicited for the un The 
were amazed, and repreſented to his Majeſty the conan 
as they conceived, of his Behaviour. His Anſwer was * de Det 
remarkable, I hiie a b Aan, 3 * 1 2 _—_— fog 
in my Breaſt for Compaſſion, but now I am a King, it „ 
W up 4 Dahlie, All Antiquity does not _—_ 1 1 — 
a Saying mor ſenſible or warthy of a Monarch; bu 0 


cetera ad hanc mam non erant. a 
He drove kia Father's Favourites from Court, ns. _ Doc's 

them the Duke {7Uzeda, the unnatural Son of the - * 

Lerma, and one of the warmeſt Perſecutors of * 2 

This was certainly right, but ſoon after he ſpoiled the 1 
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Nuke of all his Fortune which had been left him, even by 
the Avarice and Severity of the former Miniſters ; and this 
was furely wrong. If it had proceeded from a Diflike of 
Favourites, and a ſettled Reſolution of adminiſtring the Go- 
vernment himſelf, it had been in ſome Meaſure excuſcable ; 
but it very ſoon appeared that this was very far fror being 
the Caſe. 

He raiſed Olivareꝝ to the Rank of Prime Miniſter, wi: is 
ſo well known in Hiſtary by the peculiar Title of the Con. 
Duke, and delivered himſelf up to him intirely. It c 
however be denied that he was a Perſon of great Geis 
which appear d by the vaſt Deſigns he formed almoſt as . 
2 he came into the Miniſtry, or at leait 2» fon as he vw 
placed at the Head of it; but he had not Lim to corona 
them, for as it fell out his Parts were better cr. 

We have ſhewn in ſpeaking of the Affairs of the Enipiro, 
what were the Views of the other Branch of the Iouſe of 
E {u//ria at this Time, and in our Account of the laſt Reign, 
we have taken Notice, that a very ambitious Miniſtry ſuc- 
ceeded the gentle and quiet Adminiſtration of the Duke of 
Lrma, to which we muſt now add, that among the firſt Steps 
taken by the new Miniſter, the ſupporting the Emperor was 
one; the breaking the Truce with the Dutch another; and 
the moſt ſcandalous Breach of the Treaty of Marriage with 
our King Charles the Firſt, then Prince of J/ales, who made 
2 romantick Voyage to Spain to fetch the Infanta, a third. 

It muſt however be confeſs'd, that theſes Meaſures were 
wreeable to the King and to his Council; ſo that they cannot, 
knAly ſpeaking, be intirely laid to the Door of the Miniſter, 
tho" they afterwards were. Theſe Meaſures having diſobliged 
moſt of the great Powers in Europe, occaſioned in 1525, the 
League of Avignon, in which tho” there is little Mention of 
it in our Hiſtories, we had our Share as well as in the Affronts 
that occaſioned it. 

This League was the Effects of the ambitious Ffforts of 
the Houſe of Fu/tria, to obtain an univerſal Monarchy ; and 
the Deſign of it was, to humble that Houſe to ſuch a cgree, 
& to drive ſuch a pernicious Notion out of her Councils, or 
leaſt to put the Accompliſhment thereof intirely out of her 
Tower, by attacking her, and that, too, vigorouſly on all Sides at 
once. This was perfectly agreeable to the modern Doctrine of 
_ | Ballance of Power, which is in Truth the only political 
Juke e ne thut can preſerve publick Liberty, and hinder 
one State from ſwallowing up another, till ſhe becomes too 
eovertul to be withſtood, 2 ariſes the great Importance 
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of encouraging and co umviding whatever is written about 
it, ſince the very Eumour and Diicourſe of a Ballance gre. 
duces ſuch Ceoncertions even in common Minds, a8 ow 
more then once contributed to preſerve it. ; 

It was in Contequence or this Plan that the Dutch attacked 
Braſil; the King of France nud the Duke of Savoy, the Re. 
publick of Gena; the Engliſh, Cadiz ; the King of Demys; 
and the Proteſtants of Germany, the Emperor's hereditary 
Countries; the Yenetians too, tho' they did not declare open. 
ly, yet underhand aſſiſted tire Duke of Savoy and the Cn. 
fons in weakening the Power of Spain in [taly ; Bethlim Ga. 
bor Prince of Tranſilvania, with the Aſſiſtance of the Turi 


fell upon Hungary, and the Dutch privately ſupplicd the Ma 


with Artillery and Engineers for attacking the Fortreſſes c 
Mamora and Larache. 

It is certain, that this Deſign was very well laid, and why 
is not common where Alliances are made up of fo mary 
Parties, almoſt evcry Part of it was carried into 8 fo 
that never any two Powers ſuſtained a greater Shock than 
the Emperor and Spain from this Confederacy. The Courage 
and Conduct of Olrvarez, however, contributed chiefly to d- 
vert this Storm, and break its Force. He ſent a Flec in 
Time to Braſil, that recovered from the Dutch the Bay d 


All-Saints, and the Town of St. Salvadore ; he aſſiſted and 


deliver'd the Genoeſe from the Danger that threaten'd them; 
his Emiſſaries excited ſuch Jealouſies of the French in the 
Minds of the Eriſont, as determined them to make Peace wit 
Spain, and to conſent that the Popiſh Religion ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed in the Valteline, on Condition that it was reſtored 
to them; the Engh/b miſcarried in their Attempt upon Cai, 
the Dutch loſt the important Town of Breda, the King d 
Denmark was beaten at the Battle of Lutter, and the Mey: 
faild in the Siege of both the Fortreſſes of Larache an 
Mamora. 

This ought to have raiſed the Reputation of the Miniſt 
to the greateſt Height ; but the Envy conceived againſt hin 
was ſo ſtrong, and his Suſpicions and Jealouſies influences 
him to that exceſſive Degree, that he was ſo very tenacicus 
of Power, tho' not of Money, as by keeping it too much 
and at the ſame Time too apparently in his Hands, he le. 
ſened his own Credit, and injured the Affairs of his Maſter 

But after all his good Fortune he really miſtook the Cake 


of that Government under his Care, and having ſucceedei 
againſt ſo powerful a. Confederacy, he perſuaded himſelf, thi! 


th 


de might prevail in all the Schemes he had deviſed, u. 
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powers; Experience demonſtrated his Mi 
gom that recover'd by his Circumſpection, was ruined by 
his Ambition, juſt as a Patient that 
times loſt by the Conſumption that attends it, for want of 
Neſt and Nouriſhment. 


Ki £8 
«ut conſidering how much the Strength of the Kingdom was 
weazen'd by formerly attacking and late 4 reſiſting fo many 


ake, for the King- 


gets over a Fever is ſoma- 


If in this Time of Proſperity the Miniſter had given Peace 


ta Hain, he had faved his Country, and fecured a laſting 


eme; but by neglecting this, and endeavouring to perſorm 
wat Feats with an infirm and waſted Body, he made Eurepe 
{enfible of the Weakneſs of the Spaniſpb Monarchy, of which 
il! Parties took their Advantage. The Dutch became ut- 
tell; intractable, the French made Conqueſts on both Sides 
of their Frontiers, the Catalomians revolted, the Portugueſe de- 
dared the Duke of Braganza, King. Great Troubles followed 
in Italy; for a Fiſherman's Boy at Naples ſubverted that Go- 
rerrment in three Days, and might have made himſelf abſo- 
Ite Maſter of the Kingdom, if the Populace had been as 
efily governed as they were inflamed. 

So many Misfortunes upon the Back of each other, com- 
pled the Spaniſh Pride to ſuit itſelf to the Circumſtances of 
the Times; in Conſequence of which, a Peace was made with 
the Dutch upon their own Terms; and they were acknow- 
ledoed to be a free State, after Spain had ſpent in ready 
Money three hundred Millions Sterling, in labouring to reduce 
them, if their Accounts may be depended upon. The French 
made great Acquiſitions in the Low Countries, the War in 
lataloma ruined that Province, the Subjects of Spain in Italy 
ge miſerable, and the People of Portugal maintained their 
Independency. 

The Conde-Dute all this Time kept his Maſter in ſuch 
profound Ignorance, that he knew not the Diſtreſſes of his 
Government, when all Europe rung of them. But at laſt 
this fell heavy upon the Miniſter, for the Queen, at the Per- 
ſaſion of the Emperor, having once broke the Ice, Com- 
paints againſt Olivarez came from all Ranks of People, and 
al Quarters of the Spaniſh Dominions; fo that he was torn 
from the King, who directed him to retire a ſmall Diſtance 
om the Court; he obey'd; and if he could have been idle, 
de might have recovered his Power, for the King was in- 
Cined to recall him. 

7 he ſpent his leiſure Hours in writing an Apology for 
5 Adminiſtration, in which he ſhewed more Wit in de- 


kuding, than be had ever done Prudence i bis Conduct ; 
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and this revived the Rage, and exaſperated the Malice of hn 
Enemies to ſuch a Degree, that the King was forced to be. 
niſh him to a robbie Diſtance from Court, where his An. 
guiſh and Diſcontent ſoon killed him. In the Perſon of ©, 
Conde-Duke de Olivarez ended the Spirit of the Adminiftraticr. 
fer none that ſucceeded him were in any Degree equal y 
their Employment, or the Circumſtances of the State, 

The King had been fo long uſed to devolve the Cares cf 
Government upon another Perſon, that he very ſoon mad: 
Choice of a new Miniſter, Don Lewis de Haro, a Man gf 
a very moderate Capacity, whoſe Views reached no farthe 
than maintaining the Government in its uſual Order; and whoſe 
only Ambition was, to keep his Place. The great Enemy 
of Spain was now dead, for Cardinal Richelieu had a particy- 
lar Averſion to that Country and People; but his Succeflir 
Mazarin was of a milder Diſpoſition, and beſides, the Queen 
Dowager of France was inclined to put an End to the Di- 
putes between the two Kingdoms, which was preciſely wht 
the Spaniſh Miniſter moſt earneſtly deſired. 

The Truth is, the Kingdom of Spain could on the 
War no longer, her Armies were wore out, her Treaſurs 
were exhauſted, many of her Frontier Places Joſt, and mot 
of them run to Decay; the American Commerce fallen much 
below what it was, and the dependant and tributary Stats 
in Italy falling off every Day. Upon this, Negociations wer 
ſet on Foot between the two Crowns, but it was a long Tin: 
before they were perfected, and then the two Kings were t 
have an Interview, as the Miniſters alſo had, upon the Fron- 
tiers of their reſpective Dominions. 

There was one Thing propoſed at the Beginning of th: 
Treaty, which made his Catholick Majeſty very unealy; 
and this was the Marriage of his Daughter. the Infanta Mari 
Thereſa with the French King. He foreſaw that this Mar 


riage would ſome time or other transfer the Monarchy of Har 


from the Houſe of Auſtria to that of Bourbon; the Thought d 
which he could not bear. But as at this Time he had fever 
other Children, his Miniſters perſuaded him that this was © 
ill-grounded Apprehenſion, and that nothing but this Mer. 
riage could render the Treaty in which they were embarked, 
ſolid and ſecure. 

Beſides, the King was extremely ſet upon reducing P. 
tugal, and his Miniſter made him believe, that a Peace wit 
France, would put that abſolutely in his Power, and that! 
was in vain to hope the Accompliſhment of it any oi 
hs N ſo that at laſt he was overcome, and conſented t 


the Interview, and alſo the Marriage, both which ſoon — 
4 . p * ; 019). 


except 
The d 
Milan 
Burgi 
was t 
aſt Ce 


tions t 


3151 

took Place; to which the War made againſt Spain by Crom- 
al, the Loſs of the Iſland of Jamaica, and the Aſſiſtance he 
we the French in the Low Countries, greatly contributed. 

This famous Treaty of the Pyrennees was concluded No- 
dener 7 1659, by which the French were left in Poſſeſſion 
of a great Part of their Conqueſts in Flanders, Artois, Hainault 
and Luxemburg; but moſt of the Sea Coaſts were reſtored to 


8 of his Catholic Majeſty, the very important Port of Dunkirk only 
made excepted, becauſe it was then in the Hands of the Eugliſb: 
n >< The French likewiſe reſtored ſome Places they had taken in the 
ther Milaneſe, ſeveral Fortreſſes in the Franche Comte, or County of 
vhoſe Burgundy, and all that they ſtill poſſeſſed in Catalonia. This 
nemy was the moſt fair and equal Peace that was made in all the 
tiCu- aft Century, and thoſe Politicians that annex true and juſt No- 
ceſſor tions to the famous Term of the Ballance of Power in Furope, 
Queen mean with reſpect to theſe two Crowns, the Treaty of the 
Dif Prennees; as wich reference to Germany, they mean the Trea- 
what ties of NMeſiphalia; and in regard to the North, the Treaty of 
Oliva, 
n tre All Encroachments therefore upon this Treaty, by the Power 
alurs of France, have been with Juſtice conſidered as deſtructive of 
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that Ballance, which can never be reſtored any other way than 
by rendering the Crown of Spain independent of that of France, 
and bringing Things back to the State they were in. But not- 
withſtanding this Treaty, France continued to aſſiſt underhand 
the Portugueſe ; ſo that notwithſtanding the whole Force of the 
Waniſh Monarchy was, during the Remainder of this Reign, 
employ'd againſt that Kingdom, yet it was to no Purpoſe, and 
ſerved only to ſhew how much it was weaken'd and impair'd, 
and how little Proportion there was between its Strength then, 
and in the Reign of Philip II. when alone and without Allies, 
Mari 8 it vas formidable to all Europe. | 

; Mar There is no Neceſſity that we ſhould inſiſt longer on what 
Kar raſſed in the Time of King Philip IV. a Prince fo weak in his 
ight ö tender Years, that it was generally believed he would not live to 
re become a Man, and who notwithſtanding reached to the Age 
was = Wh © Sixty-one and upwards, and enjoy'd for the laſt forty Vears 
Ws | ſtrong and vigorous Conftitution : The Diſpoſition of his 


of the 


nealy ; 


barke, Mind was the very reverſe of that of his Body ; for whereas 

in his Youth he diſcovered great Quickneſs of Parts, and un- 
9 Fa vial Penetration; in his riper Years, he addicted himſelf wholly 
ce ak Pleaſure, and in the Decline of his Life, fell into a State of 
gp Irdolence, which differed very little from Inſenſibility, leaving 
* 1 il things to his Miniſters ; tho' now and then he ſhew'd that 


ui Parts were not intirely extinguithed, but that he had clearer 
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Ihe Queen vas very far from being beloved by her Subjeck, 
becauſe ſhe retained ſo ſtrong a Paſſion for her Country, tha: 
ſte ſcarce admitted any into her good Graces that were 90 
Germans : Her Father-Confeſſor, a Jeſuit, whoſe Name u. 
Nitard, governed her abſolutely ; and the firſt Thing ſhe die 
was to raife him to the high Office of Inquiſitor-General; thay 
which it was impoſſible for her to have done any thing more 
diſtaſteful to the Span; Nation. 

Beſides his being a Foreigner, and a German, there was anr- 
ther Circumſtance, which made his Promotion both illegal and 
odious. It is an eſtabliſhed Rule in regard to the holy Office, 
that down to the meaneſt Officer belonging to it, every one 
muſt have his Family free from Hereſy, or even the Suſpicion of 
Hereſy ; whereas it was very well known, that Father N:tar!'s 
Parents were both Proteſtants. 

One would think this was a very ſmall Matter; but in Sparn, 
one may be ſure it could not be conſidered in this Light, 
from the following Inſtance : A poor Prieſt of the Province ct 
Galicia, who was never out of his Country in his Lite, pre- 
ſented a Petition, defiring ſome Favour from Philip II. Tix 
Vlan's Name was Martin Lotoro, but unluckily for him, th: 
Man who drew his Petition wrote it Lutero ; the King 10 
ſooner faw it, than he rejected it with Indignation. A lar, 
ſaid he, of fuch a Name deſerves no Favour. 

The ercat Hurry the Queen was in to promote this German 
Prieſt, brought a Cloud over her Adminiſtration in its very 
Dawn, which was never diſſipated ſo long as ſhe held the Rem 
of Government: For it is the Character of the Sani Nation, 
that though they are ſoon offended, they are noi oon recon- 
ciled ; and beſides they are naturally averſe to the Government 
or Women. 

Charles II. the laſt King of Spain of the Houſe of Auf 
was not full four Years of Age at the Time of the Decca 
the King his Father, wao though he left his Widow Mary 


Ant 
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Ame of Auftria Regent, appointed at the fame time a Council, 
or as they call them in Spain, a Junta, without whole Advice 
ſhe was to do nothing of Importance. "This Council of State 
conſiſted of fix Perſons, four of whom had Seats therein, in 
Right of their Dignities. But the Cardinal of Arragon, being 
at that Time Archbiſhop of Toledo, and Inquiſitor-General, the 
Queen prevailed upon him to reſign the laſt of theſe two 
Places in favour of her Confeſſor Father Nitard, who thereby 
obtained a Place in the Council of Regency, and conſequently 
had a large Share in the Government, which by Degrees he 
totally ingroſſed. 

The Queen, by her Influence over the King her Huſband, 
had prevailed upon him on his Death- bed to take no more 
Notice of his natural Son Don Juan, than if he had not been 
in the World; which, conſidering the Cuſtom of Spain, where 
the Baſtards of Kings have higher Rank, and greater Honours 

id them, than in any other Country in Europe, was a ſtrange 
Thing, and at the ſame time the moſt impolitick Step ſhe 
could have taken; fince after diſobliging the People, by pre- 
ferring Father Nitard, ſhe ſhould never have given chem a 
Head, more eſpecially ſuch a one as Don Juan, who was al- 
ready as much conſidered in the Kingdom, as if he had been 
the lawful Brother of the King. 

It muſt be own'd that the Spaniſb Hiſtory, and to ſay the 
Truth, ſcarce any Hiſtory preſents us with a more inactive 
or inglorious Reign, than this of which we are ſpeaking. But 
for all that, the Events that happened under it were ſuch as 
require it ſhould be perfectly well known, as they had a ſtrong 
Influence upon the Affairs of Europe; and as for want of being 
acquainted with them, moſt of our Writers have given us falſe, 
or at leaſt very imperfect Notions of the Spaniſb Government 
and Nation, at the Time of this Prince's Death, and the paſ- 


ling of the Crown into the Houſe of Bourbon, which vre have 


been made to believe was in Conſequence of a forged Will, 
and againſt the general Inclinations of the People; whereas, in 
Fad, neither of theſe were true, as will clearly be ſhewn to the 
attentive Reader of the following Hiſtory, which we will be- 
pin with giving impartially the Characters of the principal Per- 
ons concerned therein, and purſue the fame Method through 
the whole of this important Period. 

The young King had a great deal of Wit and Spirit for a 
Child of his Age; and though the Education given him was 
very indifferent, yet his Parts alone enabled him to diſcover a 
ener Genius for Government, and a greater Capacity than 
aher his Father or Grandfather, How he came to loſe theſe 

2 Parts, 
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Parts, and to grow equally feeble in Mind and Body, wil 
be accounted for hereafter, His Mother, the Queen Regent 
Daughter to one Emperor and Siſter to another, was intirdy 
devoted to the German Intereſt, ambitious to the higheſt De. 
gree, fond of Power, which ſhe was far from knowing how tg 
uſe, and as little capable of making .a right Choice of thoſe t) 
whom ſhe found herſelf obliged to conhde it. 

Don Juan was in the thirty-ſixth Year of his Age, of , 
middle Stature, an agreeable Perſon, had enough of the She. 
niſh Gravity to pleaſe that Nation, but not ſo much as tg 
diſguſt Strangers: He had an excellent Education, great Parts, 
was wiſe, brave, learned, and withal a very fine Ges 


He had reduced the Kingdom of Naples when in Rebellion, | 


had governed all the Spaniſb Dominions in 7taly, with the 
Title of Vicar-General ; had afterwards commanded againf 
the Portugueſe ; and at the Time of his Father's Death, w:; 
at the Head of the Privy Council, from whence the Queen te- 
moved him, with an Intent to have ſent him into Flander;, 
for which Country when ſhe concluded he was embarked, ſhe 
thought fit to cauſe his Favourite Don Foſeph Malladas to be 
apprehended and ſtrangled two Hours afterwards, by a Warrant 
under her own Hand. | 
Father Nitard was a Man of a very moderate Capacity, 
who knew how to govern the Queen, and to make hi; 
Court to ſome of the Grandees, by flattering them; one may 
ueſs at his Character by the Apology that he publiſhed for his 
Conduct, in which he thought he ſufficiently acquitted him- 
ſelf of the Death of Malladas, by alledging, that at the Time 
it happened he was ſaying his Fee on Juan was 3 
Barcelona when this was done, and was no ſooner made ac 
quainted with it, than he returned from thence nearer to 
Madrid. 
The Queen, who was extremely provoked, cauſed his &. 
cretary to be ſeized, and baniſhed the Prince himſelf ; but thei 


- Meaſures had a very bad Effect. The common People in 


Spain are born Politicians, and it is not eaſy to conceive wit! 
what Freedom, and with how much good Senſe they talk c 
publick Affairs, which however are no where worſe managc 
than in that Country. In all the great Cities, the common 
Diſcourſe of thoſe Times was, that they were an uncore 
People, their King a Child, the Reins of eee in the 
Hands of a Woman, and by her committed to thoſe of 2 
Stranger. One may well perceive, that theſe Diſcourtes were 
not very wide of Truth, and that Kh ws could not £9 


extremely well abroad, while they were in ſuch a * 2t 
ome; 
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Home; and the Fact is, that they went in ſuch a manner 
a that it was hardly poſſible they ſhould go worſe. 

A young Prince of the Abilities and Quality of Don Juan, 
new very well how to manage the Temper and Diſcontents 
of the Multitude, ſo as to find his Intereſt therein; and 
therefore he took Care to feed the Malecontents with Hopes, 
to give them private Intormations, and to hint to them from 
Time to Time, Promiſes of Protection; till at laſt their Cla- 
mours roſe ſo high, that he took Occaſion from thence to 
repreſent boldly to the Queen; the whole Kingdom was in a 
Ferment, Aﬀairs both at Home and Abroad in a declining 
Condition, and that no Remedy could poſſibly be effectual, 
but the putting Things into a new Channel, which muſt be 
begun by ſending her foreign Miniſter, Father Nitard, out of 
the Kingdom. ' 

The Queen, as it might well be expeCted, took this very 
much amiſs, and gave Don Juan ſuch an Anſwer, as ſhewed 
plainly that ſhe meant to inſiſt upon her Authority, and to puſh 
this as far as it would go; a ſtrong Proof of which ſhe 
cave in cauſing Patinho, Don Juan's Secretary, to be arreſted, 
which had no better Conſequence than making him loſe all 
Temper; ſo that in the beginning of the Year 1669, he ad- 
vanced very near Madrid, and ſent the Queen ſuch Meſſages, 
25 gave her plainly to underſtand that he was reſolved to carry 
his Point. 

The Queen then laboured by fair Means to divert him, but 
it was in Vain: He had not about him above three hundred 
Horſe, and yet with this inconſiderable Force he gave Law to 
the Government of Spain. About the middle of the Month of 
February Things came to a Criſis, by a very ſhort Meflage he 
ſent to the Queen, to this Effect: That if Father Nitard did 
not think fit to go out at the Gates of the Palace, by the 
twenty-fixth, he would come in Perſon and throw him out of 
the Windows. 

It was then that the Queen ſaw, that notwithſtanding her 
Title of Regent, ſhe had little or no Power ; for ſhe attempted 
to put the City of Madrid in a State of Defence, and the Peo- 
ple refuſed to obey her; ſo that much againſt her Will ſhe was 
forced to ſend away her Confeſſor, as ſhe did on the twenty- 
hith; and he went directly to Rome, where ſhe gave him ſoon 
er the Title of Ambaſſador from the Crown of Spain, and 


wrote a very civil and even ſubmiſſive Letter to Yon Fern, 
in hopes of paving thereby his Way for returning into Spain; 


but that Prince never anſwered his Letter, and the Cardinal 
very 


procured him a Hat from the Pope. Upon his Promotion, he 
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very wiſcly drop'd a Deſign, that appeared to be imprac. 
cablo. 
The Queen, after taking this Step, in hopes to remove Don 
Juan out of her Way, and that ſhe might find Means (5 
ſupporting her Authority, thought proper to declare him Vice. 
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roy of Arragon; and this for ſome 'I ime ſeemed very wal 1; Bl |: i; 
anſwer her Intentions, that Prince retiring thither, and apyl;. Med! 
ing himſelf with Diligence to diſcharge the Duties of his hi, thei 
Office. In the mean time the Queen found out a new H. W.::nt 
vourite, a Spaniſh Gentleman, whoſe Name was Don F., pr 
nand de Valenzuela, a Perſon that ſtood no way diſtinguiſhed hf are 
Birth, Service, or any great Qualities, nenen 
He came to Court in no higher Rank than that of a N. een, 
bleman's Page; he made his Addreſſes to the Queen's Favou. Non, 
rite, married her, and thereby came to have a large Share in e Kin! 
her Miſtreſs's Favour, roſe by voy quick Steps to the fm e was 
Employments, and became as abfolute, and as much hated x But 
Favourite as Father Nitard. Several of the Nobility who ver ed 
ſincerely in the Queen's Intereſt, repreſented to her the bal d (up; 
Conſequences that muſt naturally follow, from her too orea Wi tic bir 
Regard for ſuch a Perſon ; but it was in vain, the Queen re- r Atte 
main'd fix d in her own Sentiments, and theſe Remonſtrancs ay 
had no other Effect, than in making her endeavour to ni s th 
this Gentleman's Fortune fo high, that it ſhould not be eaſy to» anche, 
ſnake it. al the 91 
In theſe Sort of Diſputes, while the Affairs of the Kingdom Ciro 
were daily growing worſe and worſe, about fix Years were WW'0)crly 
waſted ; fo that on the gth of November 1675, the King was WW'-rquil 
declared Major, according to the Laws of Spain, having then Ok to | 
acquired the Age of Fourteen, The Queen however took this Theſe 
Step merely for the Sake of Form, for ſhe had not the leaſt In- beer 
tention to quit the Adminiſtration. On the contrary, ſhe cauſd ch it 
an Act to be drawn in the King's Name, declaring, that the to dc 
Burthen of publick Affairs being too heavy for him to beat tr! 
in his tender Age, he was deſirous, as _ out of Regard to ice. 
the Welfare of his Subjects, as for his own Eaſe, to leave te WP" the 
Care of the Government in the Hands of the Queen Met of 
ther, and of the Junta. oe Dit 
She did not in the leaſt doubt of the King's Conſent; but mig 
when this Act was preſented to him ſome Days afterward WW" Ker 
tor him to ſign, he abſolutely refuſed, with this remarkable [ hey 
xpreſfion; © I hope that God, from whoſe Providence I. ed 
& ccive my Dominions, will be graciouſly pleaſed to give me be Eve 
© the Capacity of governing the People he has committed o ler th, 
« my Charge,” This was certainly well ſpoken, and it! ced o 


thouzit 
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1nd; the Actions of this young Prince would have been ſuite 
Mo to this Declaration; but we are told, that his Chocolate 


Don . / ehe ed, that in a ſhort Time he apparently declined 
1s of With in Health and in Parts, and that conſequently the Queen 
Vice emen d in full Poſteſſion of her Authority, 
Al to It is not to be imagined, that in ſo great a Kingdom there 
ph. ed not be ſome of the Nobility who preterved a juſt Regard 
bie, their Prince and for his People: Such as were in theſe Sen- 
F. WE: nents thought they could not take a more effectual Step, than 
4. WM repreſent the State that Affairs were in to Don Juan, who 
db alrcady received ſome Intimations of that kind, and had 
cn freely, but at the ſame time very reſpectfully to the 
Ne en, beſeeching her Majeſty to take Care of the King's Edu- 
wou⸗ don, to leſſen the "Taxes, and to provide for the Security of 
Ire in e Kingdom, which ſuffered exceedingly by the War, in which 
fit e was then engaged againſt France. 
ted a But all theſe Meaſures had very little Effect; the Queen 
were Wilucd her own Power beyond all things; and yet the raifing 
e bal d ſupporting Valenzuela, whom the made a Grandee of Spain 
oreat tee rſt Claſs, was almoſt the ſole Point that fe:med to merit 
n re- Attention, and the only Effect of that Authority which the 
ance; o cally obtained, and was at fo much Pains to keep, The Pa- 
) raiſe s therefore had Recourſe to another Meaſure ; they applied 
aſy to WW'«iſclves to the King, and having repreſented to him in gene- 
the Situation of his Affairs, they inſiſted more particularly on 
dom WW: Circumſtances of his Perſon, which were ſuch, that he was, 
were Mi'oerly ſpeaking, very little better than a Priſoner, ſince the 
g wa BP --rquiſs de Valenzuela ſuffered none to come near him, but thoſe 
then I to be in his Intereſts, | 
K this Theſe Diſcourſes made ſuch an Impreſſion upon the King, 
it In- be readily demanded what Remedy could be applied; to 
cauſel ich it was immediately anſwered, that the only Way he 
at the « to deliver himſelf, was to withdraw ſecretly to Buen Retiro, 
> beat Wil for Don Juan thither, and reform the Government by his 
ard to ice. They owned the Thing was difficult, and they jet 
ve the Bp) the Difficulties, that they might the better judge of the 
Mo- it of their Prince. The King told them, that in ſpite of 
ue Diffculties he would be {re ; and that on ſuch a Day 
t; but n might give Don Juan Notice he expected to ſce him at 
Wards len Retiro. 
ckable bey obeyed him, tho! at the fame time they very much 
er. whether the King would be able to keep his Word. 
ive me be Evening before, he retired to his Apartment ſomevrhat 
ted to ler than uſual, and about the Beginning ef the Night, at- 
ite only by one Gentleman, he wrapped hinzelf up in 
houzat * his 


——— 


tho' Don Juan propofed in Council, that as this Princes 
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his Cloak, and walked on Foot to Bren Retiro. This fo 


Event happen'd in the Year 1677, when the King Was 4000 
ſixtcen Y cars old. 


ſtored 
Reſpect 


come 4 


It was not long after his Majeſty came to the appointed Play This 
that Don Juan, who waited not far off, was admitted to qui 
Preſence, and was recety hes with all the 2 _ Satie fact \WDiſtanci 


ſtrict Search was made for the Marquiſs ds V n al 
withdrew for ſome time in hopes of eſcaping the Storm, [ls 
took Shelter in the Monaſtery of the Eſeurial, but falling {þ 
there, was diſcovered, firſt ſent to Priſon, next degraded fro, 
all his Dignities, and laſtly, ſent as an Exile to the Pbhilpin 


and his 


large 


from whence he was to go to Peru, and to be the e trexe Tnoſe 
as a Slave, He behaved better in his Misfortunes than he Hun, fc 
done in his Proſperity, lived to recover his Liberty, an! Wd not 
terwards return'd to Spain. Help of | 
It is impoſſible to expreſs how much Joy the King hom be M⸗ 
ccived from this Change of Affairs; and indeed it might "a mbaſſa 
been highly advantageous to the Nation, if it had not wi: =) 5 7 
a Change in Don 5 Fuan, who having now the Royal Author be w 
in his own Hands, thought of nothing ſo much as oy to keg ropoſin 
it, and to ſecure himſelf from any new Change. The Peace | The ( 
Nimeguen, which was made ſo much to the Advantage ofſyccted 
France and at the Expence of Spain, raiſed a great Clamoi onftitur 
tho” it was a neceſſary Step, the Kingdom being ſo exhaut Wint 


that the Loſs muſt have been {till greater if the War had cor 
tinued. Yet the Grandees were much diſcontented, the Pe 
ple murmured, and Don Juan found himſelf more uncaly : 
the Head of the Adminiſtration, than while he was exiled fi 
Court. 

The King's Marriage was the next great Affair brought up! 
the Carpet, and the Princeſs intended for him by the Cuer 
Mother, was the Emperor's Daughter; but this being mu 
againſt the Intereſt of Don Juan, he cauſed the Picture d 
French Princeſs, Daughter to the Duke of Orleans, to be g 
into the King's Hands, with whom, on the Sight of th 
Picture, he fell paſſionately in Love. It is ſaid, that Don fu 
afterwards repented of this, even before the Marriage took plat 
and inclined rather to have married the King to the Infanta 
Portugal. But his Majeſty adhered to his own Choice; 
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not the Daughter of a crown d Head, it ſhould be inſiſted ih 
that ſome of the Places yielded by the laſt Treaty ſhould 


I eito! 


BY 


ſtored to Spain ; yet the King, and the Grandees out of 


15 Reſpect to him, rejected this Propoſal, for Fear it ſhould be- 
come an Obſtacle to the Marriage. | 
Pu. This Point being carried againſt Don Juan, an Oppoſition 
% „ quickly formed; and tho', ſo far as we can judge at this 
1c MDiftance of Lime, his Power was his greateſt Crime, yet 
Io. MM: bundance of I bings were imputed to him, particularly one of 
uren er high Nature, which was, that he intended to get him- 
„ declared Infant of Caſtile, which would have given him a Ca- 
. iy of ſucceeding to the Kingdom; but when it is conſider'd 
ns be projected the King's Marriage, that he was himſelf ſingle, 
a bis Health declining, one can ſcarce fee any Probability in a 
ippin harge of this Nature. b i : 
treat Taoſe who were moſt forward in this Cabal againſt Don 
he un, formed another Project for recalling the Queen-Mother ; 
n MM: notwithſtanding all that had paſſed, found means by the 
Help of his Confeſfor, to bring the King to reliſh this Propoſal. 
em „ine Marquiſs de Yillars, who was now come a ſecond time 
kt n anbaſſador from the King of France, was allo drawn into this 
be; and great Uneaſineſs he gave Don Juan, notwithſtand- 
thor; cz he was ſenſible the Queen's Marriage was originally of his 
to ker ropoling. 
Peace BA 1 he Chagrin which great Minds naturally conceive upon un- 
ae oected ill Lreatment, wrought ſo powerfully upon Don Juan's 
1amouWMonftitution, that it turned an Ague he caught in the Beginning 
aul Winter into a mortal Diſeaſe ; ſo that he did not live to ſee 
12d cue Queen ; whoſe Marriage created him ſo many Mortifica- 
he Pei ens. When it appeared that bis Life was in ſo great Danger, 
car e King made him frequent Viſits, and lamented very ſincerely 
led fro Los that was irreparable. 

In theſe Conferences Don Juan talked to him very freely; 
rht vo": hewed him the miſerable State of his Affairs, explained to 
(en the Means by which the Kingdom became ſo exhauſted ; 
10 muPeved him what he had done for his Service, and how im- 
ture dle it was for him to do more. He demonſtrated to him at 
» be Death, which happened on the 17th of September 1679, 
_ of tal his Enemies had publiſhed concerning his Deſigns were 
Jon umnies and Fiction. For his Eftate, which was not very 
oK, he left it intirely to the King; and his Jewels, which were 
fant ech more valuable in Proportion, he divided between the 
ice; Men Dowager and the Queen Conſort. | 
cc Wich him expired the Genius of the Spaniſh Monarchy ; or 
ted a, of this Branch of the Houſe of Auſtria. There was 
houl: WY no Prime Miniſter, indeed ſcarce” any Miniſter at 

c de Secretary of State for foreign Affairs was a Perſon put 
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in by Don Juan, pro Tempere, but he continued and aq .. 


2 Miniſter ; becauſe the Parties at Court behaved with ſuch Vio. who. 
Ince againit each other, that the King could not find him. ſider! 
ſelf at Liberty to appoint a Man of proper Rank to tj je ob 
Office. t tha 
The fame kind of Diforder ſpread itſelf thro* the whole Ad. pol: 
miniſtration ; and as a Proof of the Weakneſs cf their Council: Punc 
a Marriage (upon which the Fate of their own Kingdom, * great 
indeed the Fate of Enur-pe in ſome Meaſure depended) was . it wo! 
lebrated in a Village of about twenty Cottages, and in which It 
there was not one tolerable good Houſe. Ihe only Senſe tet ef 3/ 
Grandecs ſhewed upon this Occation was, their endeavouring culty 
to binder the French Enibaſſadors from being preſent, and cy tiers, 
in this they did not ſucceed. Hon 
They were extremely pleaſed with their new Queen upon he-: matt 
firft Appearance, who by the Way was Grand-daughter ty Crow 
our King Charles I. and Niece to King Charles I. then reienins, not fit 
By Degrees however they grew out of Humour with tha when 


Princeſs chiefly hecauſe ſhe had no Children; but this did yo of wi 
kinder their being more out of Humour with the Qucen- Ra, of Pr 

GC. A by £ 1 : 
for Reaſons that have been before hinted, and which it docs nc: doms 


become me more largely to explain. their 

The greateſt Advantage that accrued to France from tl. Th 
Marriage, was the keeping at Madrid to able a Miniſter as the Vue 
the Marquis de Villart, who looked thoroughly into all the dinin 
Spaniſh Affairs, and gave his Maſter fo clear an Account of them, non th 
that he knew much better what Spain could do, than his Calo Wi et! 
lick Majeſty and his Council, as appeared by the Meaſures be the fir 
took, The Queen dying without Children, and a freſh Wa of all. 
breaking out with France, the ſtrange Weakneſs of the Si e 
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Monarchy became viſible to all Europe 3 the Engiih and Dur 
Forces were employed in defending the Spaniſh Provinces in th 
Lmu Countries; and the Exgliſb Fleet for Years together cover 
the Coaſts of Spain, at which Time all her Ports were open! 
us, and Gibraltar and Port-/1ahon were as much our ow : 
they arc now, abzting only our Garriſons and our Expence. 
The Gazettes of thoſe I'imes indeed, ſometimes mention 
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who remembering the Services that Spain had done him, and con- 
ſaering the Ballance of Power in Europe, inſiſted upon what 
be obtained; and Lewis XIV. knowing the Value of a Peace 
x that Time, contented the more willingly to what was pro- 

ſd, and executed what he conſented to with unuſual 
Punctuality z becauſe the Reputation of good Faith was of 
greater Conſequence to him at that Juncture, than the Breach of 
t would have been. 

t was for the very ſame Reaſon that he treated the Crown 
of Hain with more than ordinary Reſpect, and made no Diffi- 
cty of paſſing by ſome Inadvertencies committed on his Fron- 
ters, which he would have reſented at any other Time. The 
S1nards did not fee this, but attributed the Care of their Allies 
and the Complaiſance of their Enemies to the Grandeur of their 
Crown, at a I ime when it was fo far funk, that the King could 
not find Money for his ordinary Journies into the Country, and 
when they were inſulted even by the ſmaller States of Europe, 
of which we have given a ſurprizing Inſtance in the Article 
of Pruſſia. But this is not at all wonderful, ſince in King- 
doms as well as in great Families, Pride rifes higheſt when 
their Circumſtances are at the worſt. 

The King, in 1690, had married a Princeſs of the Houſe of 
Neubourg, by whom he had no Children, and his Health de- 
dining daily, all Europe ſhewed more Concern for his Succet- 
ton than was diſcovered even in Hain itſelf, This had been the 
great Motive to the late Peace, which was quickly followed by 
the firſt Treaty of Partition, in reſpect to which the Sincerity 
of all Parties has been very juſtly called in Queſtion. It is be- 
ncred, and not without Foundation, that notwithſtanding the 
Fromiſe made by France, of keeping that "Freaty a profound 
decret, ſhe gave private Notice of it to the Span Mliniſtry, 
wo were exceſſively alarmcd. 

This produced an Inquiry into the Title of the EleQoraF 
Prince of Bavaria, which the Spaniſh Lawyers held to be 
good, notwithſtanding a Renunciation was made on Purpoſe to 
dar it; and this was the firſt Blow given to the Hopes of the 
Imperial Family; and a very home Blow it was, for it decided 
wo important Points: Firſt, that Nearneſs of Blood ought to 
be conſidered; and next, that no Renunciation could prejudice 
he Right that this gave. 

The ſecond Treaty of Partition, occaſioned by the Death 
of that young Prince, was in hke manner, and for the very 
me Reaſons, communicated to the Court of 9f.2:n, Where it 
lad the deſired Effect; ſor his Catholick Majetty, and his Mi- 
luſters, immediately took a Reſolution to defeat this Scheme of 
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a Diviſion, and to preſerve the Spaniſh Monarchy ertire fh 
the next Heir, though as yet they had not determined who thy 
Heir ſhould be. 

It is certain that the King was inclined to the imperial Branch 
of the Houſe of Auſtria; and it was the Knowledge the Com 
of Vienna had of his Inclinations that induced her to regs 
both the "Treaties of Partition. But France had a powergy 
Party in the Span; Court, who infinuated to the King thy 
theſe Treaties plainly proving the general Opinion of diſn. 
tereſted Courts, that the French Family had a Right, or 2 
Jeaſt a Colour of Right, they very ealily prevailed, that the 
Validity of the Renunciations by which this Right was (ur. 
poſed to be deſtroyed, ſhould be examined and decided 2 
Rome. 

The Piety of the King drew him to this; and there ws 
nothing at al in it repugnant to Policy or Juſtice, the Religion 
of all the Parties being conſidered. Ihe Pope appointed: 
particular Congregation to examine this Affair, and notwith. 
ſtanding the Exigency thereof, that Congregation went throug 
it with all the Circumſpection that its Importance ſeemed 9 
demand. At laſt they came to a Point, and determined clear 
that the Renunciations were void, at leaſt with reſpect to the 
Poſterity of the Princeſſes who made them; and for this Deci. 
ſion they gave many, and thoſe very plauſible Reaſons, 

'The e of the Court of Rome did not arrive x 
Madrid before the Month of Auguſt 1700, when the King 
was thought by thoſe about him to be very near his End 
The Cardinal Porto-Carrero, who was at che Head of the MI. 
niſtry, preſſed his Majeſty to loſe no farther Time, but to fr 
this Point, on which the future Tranquillity of his People 6 
much depended. 

That Cardinal, and the whole Council, were inclined to pre. 


fer the Houſe of Bourbon to the Imperial Branch of that « 


Arſtria, for various Reaſons. Firſt, becauſe from the late De 
ciſion, the Right ſeemed inconteſtably in that Houſe ; next 
becauſe it ſeemed the ſureſt Means of diſappointing the Treaty 
of Partition; and laſtly, becauſe they had felt ſo many Incon- 
veniences already from the Dependence of Spain upon the En: 
pire, that they could not by any means think of taking ſuch 
Step, as ſhould at once increaſe this Dependence, and in 
human Probability fix it upon them for ever, if it ſucceedes; 
and if it did not, leave France at Liberty to diſmember thei 
Monarchy, while they had not ſo much as a Pretence to demand 
the Aſſiſtance of their Allies, who had in the mop. oY 
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Manner acknowledged the Juſtice of the French Pretenſions 
the two T reaties of Partition. 

"But tho' the Spaniſo Miniſtry agreed in this Point, yet 
ger were extremely divided in another. Some were for call- 
e the Duke of Anjou, the Dauphin's ſecond Son, to the 
«.ccefion 3 while others were better diſpoſed to the Duke of 
Lartres, eldeſt Son to the Duke of Orleans, afterwards Regent 
Fance by that Title. Ihe Reafon upon which the for— 
ner Party went was this, that the Right to the Crown of 
(ir being in the Dauphin, he might certainly, if he pleaſ- 
a, transfer it to his ſecond Son; and the great Argument 
urzed by the latter, was, that the Duke of Chartres might 
very probably be agreeable to the Maritime Powers, and pre- 
rent any Diſputes about the Succeſſion. Yet the Confidera- 
ion of the Power of the French King, and the Improbability 
that he would employ this Power in favour of his Nephew 
zainſt his Grand-Children, got the better of the laſt Reaſon ; 
ind the Members of his Cathiolick Majeſty's Council of State 
zorecd to call the Duke of Anjou to the Succeſhon, 

It was with great Difficulty that the King was brought to 
reliſh this Propoſition ; but after reflecting on it ſcriouſty, he 
directed his laſt Will and Teſtament to be drawn, in the Pre— 
zmble of which he recited the Invalidity of the Renunciz- 
tons, aud the inconteſtable Right of the Dauphin, whoſe 
{cond Sen he declared his Heir, requiring all the Subjects of 
the Crown of Spain in all Parts of his Dominions to ac- 
knowledge him as ſuch, immediately upon his Demiſe. In 
Cie of his Deceaſe without Heirs, his younger Brother the 
Duke of Berry was to be called to the Succeſſion, which tail- 
nz, the Crown was limited to the Arch-duke Charles, and 
ater him to the Duke of Sawy and his Children. 

This Will was ſigned with all the requiſite Formalities 
upon the 2d of October, and this Fact was generally known, 
but the Contcats of the Will were kept an abſolute Secret. 
The Imperial Miniſter Count De Harrach had no doubt that 
tie ducceſſor appointed was the Arch-duke, and was there- 
fore very well pleaſed the Thing was done. The French Mi- 
nſter Count De Harcourt, who had a much better Intercſt 
with the Spaniſh Grandees, received ſuch Intimations as kept 
him eaſy; and the Miniſtry, for their own Security, gave 
private Intelligence of this great Event to the French King. 

After the ſigning his Will his Catholick Majeſty grew better, 
and continued ſo for about a Fortnight, then relapſed, and 
expired on the 26th of October 1700, in the 39th Year of his 
Age, and the 35th of his Reign, which he had ſpent very 

4 unprol- 
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unproſperouſly for himſelf, as well as for his Subjeck, » 
died very wieaſy, as having a juſt Foreſight of the lee 
that his Death muſt iner itably bring upon his People f, 
was no ſooner deceaſed, than the Grandecs aſſemb' ed at the 
Palace in order to open his Teſtament, and the Imperi. 1 
niſter went thither alſo; but was amaz'd to hear at hi: . 
rival, that the Duke of Anjou was by the late King's \yy 
declared his Succeſſor, of which he gave his Matter * 
as ſoon as it was in his Power. 

The Regency appointed by the ſame Will took upon then 
the Government, and diſpatched inſtantly Letters of 7 
tion and Invitation to their new Monarch; but tho! g 
agreed in this, yet their Harmony laſted not long. "The Qu 
Dowager and the Inquiſitor-General, who were both cf: 
Regency, began to cabal againſt their new King. but Ge 

linal Por t5-Carrero remained firm to his firſt 1 rinciples @ 2 
kiboured hard to perſvade all the Nobility of the Neceſtt t 
were under of attaching themſelves unanimou fly to the b. 
tereſt of King Philhp : Of the Conicquences and Effects & 
his Exhortations, we ſhall ſpeak copiouſiy hereafter, 


But bctore we quit this Subject, and enter upon the Ei%% 


of the ncxt Reign, it may not be amiſs to take Notice it 


ſomething new which may be ſaid upon this Head, tho! cke 
handled by the ableſt Pens, and conſidered over and over a; 
by the greateſt Politicians. The Reader will pleaſe to obſc; 
that the W ar, to which an End was put by the Pence d 
Nimeguen, by which Spœin loſt for many fine Towns and ili 
Countries in the Netherlands, was commenced by Fran: 
der a Colour of that Right the King hail by his Wise (ate 
ſtanding all Renuncia tions) to thoſe Places, and to many mere 
which belonge ed to him by the ſame Right. 

This was ſaid to arife from the 2 Devalutianis which 
prevails in Brabant; and which in few Words is this: That 
where a Man has two Wives, the Heirs of his f'rſt Wite, We 
and Female, are Heirs to each other before the Children d 


the ſccond Marriage ; and therefore upon the Death of Frince 


Baithazar, his Catholick Maj jeſty's eldeſt Son, the moſt Cir 
tian King Claimed theſe 9 in Right of the Intanu 
Maria Thereſa, Siſter of the whole Blood to Prince Baits 
zar, in Vertue of the Jus Develutions. 

There have been whole Volumes written on each 
of this Controveriv, with which I ſhall not meddle at 
but take it for granted, that the Right as well as Power, Wi 
en the Side of France: I ſhall alſo take it for granted, that 
we moſt Chriſtian King and his Son the Dauphin might f. 
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den, as they did to the Duke of Anjou, all their Rights; 
fon whence it clearly follows, that Philip V. was the Repre- 
tative of the Infanta Maria 1 and had a juſt "Title 


ſe 
:0 all her Rights; from whence I think there can be no- 
ting plainer or more inconteſtable, than that all the Coun- 
ries and Places yielded to France by the Treaty of Nime- 
an, belonged of Right to the late King of Spain, and be- 
Jong now to his preſent Catholick Majeſty, who, if he pleaſed, 
mizht have reſign'd them to his Brother Don Philip, and 
thereby provided him a Settlement, which would have con- 
ributed not a little to the general Tranquillity of Europe. 

As foon as his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty was informed of 
the Death of King Charles II. of Spain, and that his Grand- 
in the Duke of Anjou was called to his Succeſſion; he pre- 
pared for maintaining him in the Poſſeſſion of that Kingdom, 
wich he foreſaw would be diſputed by the Houſe of Auſtria 
and its Allies. He called indeed for Form- ſake a great Coun- 
a, to conſider whether he ſhould accept the Will of the 
(ceaſed King or not; but from the previous Diſpoſitions 
on the Frontiers of Spain, and in the Low Countries, it evi- 
tntly appeared that he had long before reſolved what Part 
to take. 

Yet it was not till this Council had decided in Favour of 
tie Will, that he acknowledged his Grandſon as the Heir of 
te Spam Monarchy, gave him the Title of Philip V. and 
wnſented to his going into Spain. It muſt be allowed his 
deafures were well taken upon this Occaſion; and that the 
rw Ring came into the full Poſſeflion of the Span; Domi- 
ions, in a Manner that muit be no leſs ſurpriſing to Poſ- 
{crit than it was to all Eurote at the Time it happencd. 
Fit it muſt be allowed on the other Hand, that this was in 

creat Meaſure owing to the intractable Diſpoſition of the 
vurt of Vienna, where they looked upon the Succeſſion to 

e Sanſh Monarchy as a Thing ſo certain, that they would 
der content to any Propoſals made by their Allies for op- 
ung in time the Scheme of the Houſe of Bourbon. 

The Maritime Powers were by this Means put under the 
date. Dificultics : the Elector of Bavaria admitted the Trench 
cops into the Netherlands, of which he was Governor; and 
5 Prince of Yaudemont declared for King Philip in Italy. It 
s Lus determined both England and Holland to diflemble 
r the preſent, and to acknowledge King Philip; and King 

«am and the States General actually wrote him Letters of 
Mration upon his Acceſſion, notwithſtanding they at the 

| very 
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very Time were determined to conteſt his Title to uh Th 
Cr Own. 3 he 5 

It cannot be ſuppoſed that within the narrow Bounds yy, cnged 
ſcribed to this Article, we ſhould pretend to give the Hie Op 
of the War, occaſioned by the Acceſſion of Philip , nit 
indeed is it at all N We ſhall content ourſelve, yi putting 
obſerving, that when the Grand Alliance was firſt formed, , fir 
was nothing farther propoſed than the obtaining a proper B::. Wrouzh 
rier for the Dutch, and a reafonable Equivalent for the H. 171 
of Auſtria. By | 

But after the Arch-duke Charles had aſſumed the Titi: ian 
King of Spain, and the prodigious Succeſſes of the Alle . 1 
the Beginning of the War had raiſcd their Spirit and Hon, Wii the 5 
they had projected no leſs than the entire Conqueſt of tr; 
Spaniſh Monarchy ; and after the Battle of Turin, by wia 11ar 
the French and Spaniards were obliged to evacuate /taly, t It m 
is ſcarce any doubt to be made that they might have c great 
their Point, as by the Aſſiſtance of the P ortugueze they were nce w. 


become Maſters of a great Part of Spain, and even of t Fra: 
Capital; the Auftrian Party in that Kingdom having d, 
as much or more than, all things conſidered, could w, ſom: 
expected from them. lp v 


But no Care being taken in the Autumn of 1706, to fn ich t! 
over proper Reinforcements to the Aſſiſtance of King C Ce. 
King Philip began to recover Strength; and in April ri de 
the Duke of Berwick, who commanded his Forces, obtain uced 
ſo total a Victory at Almanza, and purſued it with ſo mu Blocd 
Spirit and Diligence, that before the End of the Year, the Foil this 
of Affairs was entirely changed in that Kingdom. uch to 

It is indeed true, that after this the Allies made a co Pollef] 
fiderable Progreſs, and in the Month of Augy/? 1710, gan It was 
the Battle of Saragoſſa, which opened a Paſſage for Char the 
to Madrid, into which City he made his publick Entry vp»); a 
the Middle of the next Month; but the Diſpolitions of poin. 
Spaniards were now changed, and they adhered fo fim s thi 
King Philip, that before the Cloſe of that Year, King Cen of 
was again, after loſing a Battle, driven back into Catal ens 6 

In the Month of April 1711, died the Emperor eto 
and thereby left King Charles III. the ſole Heir Male oft 
Houſe of A. fie, which altered the State of Things extrem 
ly, becauſe it appeared now equally dangerous to give " 
Spaniſh as well as Imperial Dominions to this Prince, c 
leave them to a Branch of the Houſe of Beurlon; and te 
remained no Expedient that could be thought of, tor f 


venting one or other of theſe Events. 
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The Houſe of Auſtria was at this Time in Poſſeſſion of 
te Spanſþ Netherlands, and all the Dominions that had be- 
aged to that Crown on the Continent of 7taly, which gave 
n Opportunity to the French Court, to infinuate to the new 
Miniſtry 1n England the Neceflity as well as Expediency of 
putting an End to fo long a War upon Terms agrecable to 
e firſt Scheme of. the Grand Alliance, and this in the End 


„ ters . 
1B. ought about the Peace of Utrecht, which was concluded 
How n 1713, 


own and Cattle of Gibraltar, and the Iſland of Minorca, for 
d. The Kingdom of Naples, the Dutchy of Milan, and the reſt 
the Spani/þ Dominions in {taly, together with the Iſland of 
ſardiia, and the Low-Countries, to the Emperor Charles VI; and 
ve Iland of Sicily with the Title of King to the Duke of Savoy. 


„ there It muſt be allowed that the Treaty of Utrecht was liable 
carr iſo ereat Exceptions; but however, the End of the grand Alli- 
ey ene was in ſome Meaſure anſwered by it. The Crowns 


f France and Spain were divided, the Power of the Houſe 
f {u//ria conſiderably augmented, and the Ballance of Eure 

n ſme Meaſure ſettled. But notwithſtanding this, King 
il was not left in quiet Poſſeſſion of his Dominions, to 
ich the Emperor ſtill kept up his Claim; and the Principality 
Catalonia, and the Ifland of Majorca, though evacuated 


ril e Auſtrian Troops, refuſed? to ſubmit, and were not 
obtained without a great deal of Trouble, and much Effuſion 
ſo mic Blocd; ſo that the Force of Sain ſeemed at the Concluſion 
the Fg dis War, exhauſted to ſuch a Degree, that there was not 


uch to be feared from her, notwithſtanding, her being left 


> 2 (0! Poſſeſſion of a Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon. 


o, cairn was the Policy of Lewis XIV. to match both his Grand- 
barlcs I the Dukes of Burgundy and Anjou, into the Houſe of 
Entry vp" and tho? in the firſt Inſtance his Policy ſecm'd to be 
ns of [P4ppointed, ſince the Duke of Savey took Part with the 


fm throughout the whole War, yet his Daughter the 


1g Cn of Spain, by her engaging Behaviour, acquir'd the Af- 
tanie Nins of the Span; Nobility, and thereby contributed not 
r ae to maintain her Conſort on the Throne. 

de of e died the 14th of February 1714, and left behind her 
exten dons; Don Lewis, born in 170%, who became King of 
give by the Reſignation of his Father; and Don Ferdinand, 
nce, , n the 23d of September 1713, who is the preſent King of 
and 10988". By her Deceaſe King Philip was leſt at Liberty to 
„ for eben his Intereſt by a ſecond Marriage, which he con- 


el in a few Months with the Princeſs Elizabeth Farneſe, 


T; Daughter 


By this Treaty King Philip yielded to Great Britain the 
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Daughter of the Duke of Parma, and Heireſs not nil of th, 
Dutchy, but alſo expectant Heireſs of Tuſcany, which Myr. 
was made with a View to revive the Intereſt of the 11 " 
of Bourbon in Italy, which had been in a manner exting . 
by the late Peace. 

The new Queen brought her Father's Miniſter into Pon 
who was afterwards ſo well known by the Title of Cris, 
Alberoni, and who is ſtill living. This Man, who m3 
allow'd a great Genius, projected the Revival of the $4 
Power, and the Recovery of her Italian Dominions, ata T 
when the former was thought very difficult, and the |; 
appeared totally impracticable. 

It is true, that he did not abſolutely ſucceed in t 


the na 
Terdinc 
the Fe 
Induce 
the G0 


Scheme; but it is no leſs true, that he came much nearer . M. 
than any Body could have imagined ; for he put the A (dun 
of Spain into ſuch Order, that ſhe .had Fleets and Arai nved 
capable of alarming her Neighbours, with which he ac it 
recover'd Sardinia, and would have recover'd Sieih, ir his 
Britiſh Naval Power had not interpoſed, and given "ue Tims, 
Blow at Meſſina to his Catholick Majeſty's Maritime Fa ho oth, 
as ruined all his Schemes at once ; nd which was flill mo This 
obliged his Maſter to part with him, and to accede to ii [cr 
Quadruple Alliance, which was ſet on Foot to ſupply the he 
fects of the Treaty of Utrecht, and to fix the Tranquil in 
of Europe upon a more ſtable Baſis, for the 

By this Alliance Sardinia was given to the Duke f. 
inſtead of Szcly; but at the ſame Time it was agreed, t emen 
Don Carlos, his Catholick Majeſty's firſt-born Son by | ie. are 
ſecond Wife, ſhould ſucceed to Parma and Tuſcany. 1: 1-16 b. 
a Marriage was concluded between the French King edi 
XV. and the Infanta of Spain, which, as we have ft The 
elſewhcre, did not take Effect; but another concluded :t 8: 0/2 
ſame Lime did, whereby Lewis Prince of A/?ria; ef e the 
the fourth Daughter of the Duke of Clans Regent ed, 

Upon the Death of the Prince laſt mention d. it is p 
that his Catholick Majeſty entertain'd fome Hopes d man 
turning into France, and afſuming the Government c ern. 
Kingdom in the Name of his Nephew ; but Whale the E 
Motive was, upon the 15th of January 1724, he aτο ch h 
reſign'd the Kingdom to his Son Don Lewis Prince d. This 
fturias, who 18 allowed to have had as great Abilitics 2: Wh Tin 
be expected in one of his Years, whoſe Manners as vl Maritin 
Birth endear'd him to the Spaniards, and who in tix nd eff 
ginning of his Adminiſtration gave great Hopes of .. archs | 


ing a wiſe and benificent Monarch. But on the xe 


* 
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Heut following he died, in the eighteenth Year of his Age, 


Ude incxpretiible Grief of his Father, as well as of his Sub- 
arr. ies. ; 1 n ; 

son the Demiſe of Don Lewis it was judged, that in 
Bh natural and legal Courſe of Things, his Brother Don 


Piinard ſhould have ſucceeded him in the Throne; but 
de Fear of a Minority, and perhaps ſome other Reaſons, 
"duced the Spaniards to prevail upon Philip V. to reſume 
de Government, which he did, but with Reluctancy ; whee 
ver real or feign'd, is hard to determine. | 

He apply'd himſelf very cloſely to Buſineſs, and being ex- 
rumly provok'd at the ſending back of the Infanta from 
Vance, he began to meditate new and ſtrange Deſigns; or 
rther ſuch were infuſed into his Mind by his Queen and 
bi; Miniſters. It is generally believ'd, and not without good 
rounds, that Cardinal Aiberoni, who was then at Rome, con- 
red that amazing Scene which aitoniſh'd all Europe; at 
haft it is certain, that it was manag'd and tranſacted by one 
o his Creatures, a Man born to make a Figure in unquiet 
Timcs, and who, as he deferted the Service of his Country, 
no other Prince ought to have relied on. 

This was the famous Ripperda, who negotiated the Tr 
Jienna, by which the Emperor Charles VI. and King Philip, 
In whoſe Quarrel ſuch Rivers of Blood had bcen ſhed, and 
lich immenſe Treaſures expended, run into a cloſe Alliance 
jr the mutual Support of each other's Intereſt, againſt thoſe 
ay Powers which had ſacrificed ſo much for the Aggran- 
ment of both. The true Motives to this ſingular Mea- 
Jue are by many held to remain ſtill ſecret ; but it ſeems 
0 be pretty evident, that the Views of the Emperor were 
nmeciate, and thoſe of Spain more at a Diſtance. 

The former thought, that by this Means he ſhould eſtabliſh 
I: V/tend Company, by which he hoped to revive the Trade 
i the Low Countries, tho* at the Expence of his old Friends 
e Dutch ; the latter conſented to the aggrandizing the Im- 
rial Power, from the flattering Expectation that Don Carlos 
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- y marrying the eldeſt Arch-dutcheſs, at preſent Empreſs and 
nt ern of Hungary, would become the Succeſſor to that Branch 
Fray: the Houſe of Auſtria, as himſelf had been of the other, by 
ne ac "ch he ſeem'd to renounce his Engagements with France. 

nce (i. This ſtrange Turn was more extraordinary, conſidering 
es 250 e Hime in which it happen'd, when both France and the 
as ve rtime Powers were labouring to bring about in a rational 
N. "4 effeclual Manner, ſuch an Accommodation as theſe Mo- 
. 


"Fs haſtily (and if we may ſay it without Indecency) in- 
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conſiderately clapp'd up, with Views only to their Privat 


Advantage. To ballance this Vienna Alliance, Hane. N with 
Maritime Powers, and Pruſſia, enter'd into the famous Tn © 
of Hanover, in order to provide for their own Intereſts, Wi wou 
they thought could never be fate, while this unnatury Con . 
junction ſubſiſted. pee 
The Emperor and the Catholick King, or rather his ca 5 
(for ſhe was at the Bottom of all this) ſeemed determine | 
to perſiſt in the Execution of Schemes from whence the. the 
expected to derive ſuch mighty Advantages ; but the Harne peror 
Allies took their Meaſures ſo effectually, that they were obi. . 
ed, after ſome fruitleſs Attempts, to ſubmit to the old Meth Dom 
of determining all Differences by a Negotiation, which yr, E. 
duced the Congreſs at Soiſſons. 45 
This Congreſs was open'd on the 14th of June 12 th 
but to very little Purpoſe, except that it ſerved to they ef 
the Aſcendancy which the French Miniſter Cardinal Js * 
had gained by an Appearance of Probity, and an exterig 1 0 
Diſplay of Equity and Moderation; which demonſtrates, tf ;” | 
univerſal Monarchy might be attain'd by any powerful Prince * 
who really poſleſt thoſe Virtues. But this Situation gros * 0 
ing tireſome to the Britih Nation, their Miniſters ent! "ſa 
into a ſeparate Negotiation with the Crown of Spain, which 4] 
ended in the famous TI reaty of Seville; which was expected TC 
to put an End to all Differences, and a Period to the Labour Th 
of the Miniſters on both Sides. But this was ſe far { * 15 
anſwering thoſe ſanguine Expectations, that the two re Wir! 
Years were taken up in contriving Expedients for carrii: e © 
what was ſtipulated by that Treaty into Execution. | N, - 
It is abſolutely neceſſary that we ſhould deſcend a π fich 
into Particulars. His Catholick Majeſty's ſecond Mart bike. 
was with a View to his Conſort's Succeſſion in ts, WM: ic 
this was ſecur'd to him upon his acceding to the Quad ag 
Alliance; that again was ratified by a ſubſequent Lπ 
which was confirmed by the Vienna Alliance; but for tit Emper 
Emperor's Security it was ſettled, that Swiſs and not H. . 1. 
Troops ſhould be ſent into /taly to maintain Don cdi 
in the Countries yielded to him by theſe ſeveral Tree ber 
But the Treaty of Seville alter d this Method, and prori hd b 
that Span;h Troops ſhould be ſubſtituted inſtead of 9 Bye 
To which the Emperor, as it might be reaſonably expcch nd the 
refuſed his Conſent in the molt poſitive and direct Terms. but the 
It was to get over this Difficulty with him, that 1c 
Negotiations were neceſſary, and at length the Thing "4: fal! 
brought about; the Infant Don Carlos was ſent to den 


* 
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ive ith Spanish Troops, and received in Quality of Heir Ap- 
% te parent by the Grand Duke of Tuſcany, which it was hoped 
Treu ould have contributed much, not only to the pacifying 
win chefs Troubles, but ſecuring the Peace of Europe, for the 
il Con- reſent Age at leaſt. 

But as the ableſt Politicians are very liable to miſtake ; this 
Qui step proved the Cauſe of a War, notwithſtanding that 


mind de Maritime Powers had made a new Treaty with the Em- 
© che -cror, on Purpoſe to facilitate it. The Infant Don Carls 
Harne [rived in Tay in 1731, and being in Poſſeſſion of all the 
e oh, Nominions to which his expeCtative Right had created ſo 


Meth „nv Diſputes, his Mother formed new Schemes for enlarg- 
ch pre ne his Power, and for enabling him to aſſume and main- 
tar, the regal Dignity. In order to this ſhe ſet on Foot In- 
rioues in France, to engage even the pacific Cardinal in a 
Meafure directly repugnant to his Syſtem ; and ſhe endeavour- 
ed to engage the King of Sardinia to facilitate this Deſign, 
by the Promiſe of the Dutchy of Milan. His Majeſty had 
{ome Reaſons to wiſh well to the Span;h Power, becauſe 
of his being next in the Entail of that Monarchy ; and he 
iid ſtronger Reaſons to diſlike the Meaſures of the Imperial 
Court, which in reſpect to him were not altogether ſo juſt, 
and by no Means ſo grateful or decent as they ought to 
have been. 

Theſe were the Motives to a new Confederacy, which upon 
the Death of the King of Poland in 1733, broke out into a 
War in /taly; and in the Year following Don Carlos, or rather 
the Spaniſh General Montemar, conquered the Kingdom of 
Naples, where he fought one deciſive Battle at Bitonto, of 
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Marte Duke. As for the Iſland of Sicih, the Inhabitants, though 


4%, "a "4: very remarkable for Loyalty or Steddineſs, had long ſhewn 
Quavrup, n Affection for the Span;yh Government, which put Don 
t Legge, in Poſſeſſion of that Country without a Stroke. The 
t for ti Lmperor, though he had no Aſſiſtance from his Allies, made 
ot 17 tolerable Defence in Itah, and the Circumſtances of Things 
on Cari 


nclining the Court of France to a Peace, while it was in her 
Fower to be well paid for it, Spain was forced to ſubmit, 
nd by this Means publick Quiet was reſtored in 1735. 

By this Peace Don Carlos remained King of the two Sicilics, 
nd thereby erected a third Monarchy in the Houſe of Bourbon ; 
but then he relinquiſhed his maternal Succeſſion, which was 
ſeonſidering the different Conditions of the Countries) perhaps 
i full Equivalent for it. His Sardinan Majeſty, who had ha- 
arded much, and whoſe Dominions had ' ſuffered exceſſively 
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by the War, gained very little, if we except his gaining fk ad 
an experimental Knowledge of the good Faith of the Hou A 7 
Bourbon, as will ſcarce allow him to truſt it again. Frau, 4} 
who pretended to get nothing, got all; for the had 7 :rran Chose 
added to her Dominions, without any Colour of Right, except oh 
the moſt inglorious abandoning King Stamiſſaus, choſen A b * 
cond Time King of Poland, could be ſo called. This 1 Freay * 
was concluded at Vienna, with which, except France, none M Met 
the contracting Powers either were, or had any Reaſon to be. t fr 
tisficd. After this King Philip might well be ſuppoſed to have Med 
nothing more in view than to ſpend the Remainder of his Dar; Nen 
in Peace; and indeed this very probably might be all the Vie ore 
he had; but for his Queen, her Views were without End. de Hrcer 
had made her eldeſt Son a King, her third a Cardinal, almoſt in N 0 
his Cradle; and after all this Eyrop- muſt be once more em. Which Re 
broiled rather than her ſecond Son Don Philip ſhould miſs the WM [tis n 
being made an independent Prince. To influence Fra: in WWenil o 
his eren ſhe had married him to a French Princeſs; and t» Wen to f 
bring the King of Sardinia into her Scheme, ſhe promiſcd hin eto (a 
any thing, but to no effect. She endeavourcd likewiſe to cajo's t Fou 
the Court of Great-Britain, but to no Purpoſe. She then caue e Croy 
the King to turn a deaf Ear to the Complaints that were con- of 
tinually made of Depredations committed in the H-, oon in 
whichproduced at laſt a War between the two Nations, extre: nel ; Wind of 
prejudicial to their mutual Intereſts, and not leſs fo to her ov, Non 
had ſhe conſidered them in a true Light; but Ambition is uαι e uſe to 
ly blind, and the Deſire of acquiring, defeats the Power oda. perati 
ing the Means of Acquiſition. ened h. 
Upon the Death of the Emperor Charles the Vith, the dick of 
mies of the Houſe of Auſtria having reſolved to employ their ut- e M. 
moſt Force to humble, at leaſt, if not to deſtroy it, the C zpital, 
of Spain entered into this Contederacy with a View of ſpceiily Lader 
carry ing its Point in /taly, without the leaſt Recollection of lr {Wſſimitie 
Guaranty granted by the Treaty of Vienna, with all the e? 
lemnity of which an Act of that Sort was capable. Ihe Me- ea 
ſures taken for the Conduct of this War, tho” attended vi few 
an immenſe Expence, were, from the very Beginning, Vic 
from being ſucceſsful, It was with infinite Difticulty t ben er 
Troops were tranſported into the Kingdom of Napl:s, 2108" of 
when there, it was found no eaſy Matter to provide for te bot} 
Magazines, and, I was going to fay, a proper Iain of een. 
tilfery, but that could not be provided at all. ana, ; 
The Duke de Montemar, the beit Officer in the Spam, 8 Oman i; 


indecd one of the beſt Generals in any Service, uus pur? 7 1 1 * t 
= * CONC 
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A of this Army in the Summer of 1742, with Inſtructions 
\ penetrate into Lombardy, through the Papal Dominions. He 
ud not do this Time enough to ſave the Duke of Modena, 
oe Dominions were ſwallowed up by the Allies, and all his 
;oops, to the Number of between five and fix thouſand Men, 
ere made Priſoners and diſarmed. The Auſtrian and Pied- 
wth Army then marched to find out the Duke, who gave 
e laſt Marks of his Military Skill in making a very fine Re- 
xt from a ſuperior and victorious Enemy, in which he occa- 
ned more Loſs to them than he received. This, however, 
ve no Satisfaction to the Court of Madrid, who ſoon after 
moved him from his Command, to beſtow it on a Flemiſb 
cer of great Experience, the Count de Gages, who continu- 
{to :ommand it with no great Succeſs indeed, but with very 
ih Reputation to himſelf during the whole War. 
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de lis not at all neceſſary to our Deſign to enter here into a 
nen ea of the Operations in Italy, of which we ſhall have Occa- 
ind t» When to fpeak more at large elſewhere ; and therefore it ſhall ſuf- 
h WM: to ay, that after five Campaigns, in which there periſhed at 


| Fourſcore Thouſand Men; and for the Expence of which 


) Caj012 ul l N 8 
| e Crown of Spain did not diſburſe fo little as one hundred Mil- 


auſed 


e ces of Pieces of Eight, Things fell into the moſt deſperate Con- 
Jag bon imaginable. The King of the two Sicilies after ſuffering a 
temen Wind of Siege in his Camp, where be remained to cover his 
r O, dom from an Invaſion, was at length obliged to have Re- 
-e to another Neutrality ; the Infant Don Philip, after riſking 
of cle perate Battle at Rottoſreddo, which with the Hazard of his Life 

ened him the Means of Flight, abandoned 7taly ; and the Re- 
le Ene- ck of Genoa, which had embraced the Spaniſh Cauſe, was left 
their u. Je Mercy of the Germans, who became Maſters even of the 


Croua rial. 
bocca bader theſe Misfortunes, and worn out with Age and 
umities, Philip the Fifth departed this Life on the 


the of June 1746, in his Grand Climacterick, and in the 
he Me- Year of his Reign. He was a Monarch endowed with 
Jed wil) few great Qualities, but at the ſame Time blemiſhed with 
nine, r Vices. He was governed by his two Queens, and owed 
ulty clan 1 rg different Circumſtances in which at certain 
ble, od of his Life he found his Affairs. Thov were both Ha— 
"for tien both Princeſſes of great Abilities, but of very different 
in of Men. His firſt Queen, the Daughter of the late King of 


Wa, and the Siſter of the preſent, was the moſt amiable 
man in the World in her Bchaviour, and by engegintg the 
arts of the Spaniards preſerved the Throne to her uind. 
& ſecond formed by the Leſſons of Cardinal Aller v, knew 
"le bow to raiſe a ſtrong Party to herſelf among the aniſb 
£ Grandecs 3 
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that it was very quickly diſcerned that a Peace was not to 
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Grandees ; and tho? it was generally believed that ſuch x x 
not in her Intereſt were far ſuperior in Number, and that u. 
Death of the King would have entirely demoliſhed her Pos 
et Time has ſhewn the contrary ; and that notwithſtang; 
what the Spaniards have ſuffered on the Score of her Preteng, 
in Italy, they ſtill preſerve a very high Reſpect and Eſteem 
her Perſon, or at leaſt affect it, on the Score of her having 
good a Reverſionary Right to Power. 
The King at his Deceaſe, beſides the Prince of Afuriz 
the firſt Bed, left behind him, by his ſecond Conſort, three 8 
and three Daughters, vi. Don Carlos, who with vaſt Expeng 
and Trouble he had ſeated on the Throne of the Sil; 
eſpouſed to a Saxon Princeſs ; the Infant Don Philip, married 
the eldeſt of the French Princeſles ; the Cardinal Infant I): 
Lewis, Archbiſhop of Toledo and of Seville. The Infanta Me 
Anne-Viftoria Princeſs of Brazil; the Infanta Maria-Ty; 
married to the Dauphin of France, ſince deceaſed ; and 6 
Infanta Maria- Antonietta- Ferdinanda, then in her 17th Yeu, 
Ferdinand the VI. ſucceeded his Father in the 33d Year of 
Age, having married January 8th 1729, the Infanta 1{: 
Magdalene of Portugal, near two Years older than himſelf, 
whom he has no Iſſue. It was generally believed upon 
Acceſſion of this Monarch that Things would have taken e 
tirely a new Turn in the Court of Spain, and his Cathel 
Majeſty, or at leaſt his Miniſters, took ſeme Pains to keey 
this Opinion, from whence they reaped very conſiderable; 
vantages. The War, however, was carried on, and cam 
on with Vigour, becauſe, as the new King publiſhed in | 
Manifeſtocs, it was very carneſtly recommended to him by! 
Father; and at the ſame Time it was given out, that his 0 
tholick Majeſty looked upon it as a Point of Policy, as wel 
of Duty, to procure his Brother an Eſtabliſhment in [tal 


had without. The Supplies given to the State of Gema 
very confiderable, and the Spamſb Forces in Satoy were t 
roughly recruited and ſomewhat augmented ; in ſhort, en 
Step was taken, upon the Ent:ance of the new Prince, that m1 
give his Subjects equal Hopes of his being deſirous to re 
their Tranquillity, and at the fame Time reſolved to ſupper 
Dignity of the Crown of Shain. The Reports that prevailcc.“ 
the French Intereſt was now at an End, had no other Foun 
tion than the Openneſs with which the Populace di 
vered their Reſentment againſt the French Nation. 
People very quickly ſaw, that no great Alteration cither c 
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3 wo ould happen; and thoſe who were the fartheſt from that | 
= 0 fer, have had Proofs ſufficient to convince them that theſe 
ow 


mectures, however ridiculed, were but too well founded. 

I the Negociations that were carried on for Peace, the 
urt of Madrid relied implicitely upon that of Verſailles, which 
the more extraordinary as they had all that Time a Miniſter 
landen; but it may be very well ſuppoſed that the Nature of 
Inſtructions could be no great Secret to the French Mi- 


rs, ſince it does not appear that they ever took any Umbrage 
this Part of his Catholick Viaicfty's Conduct. The Marquis 
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Exper Wy Major acted as the Spanyh tlenipotentiary at Aix la Cha- 

ug , where the ſeventh Article regarding the Ceffions made to 
aries i Infant Don Philip, was indeed the moſt important, and 
fant D. ey nuch the moſt diſputed in the whole Treaty ; and tho? 
* 5 not adjuſted entirely to the Satisſaction of the Sp 
ria. Je 


which preſſed for a general Settlement of the Dutchies of 
1, Placentia and Gua/talla upon the Royal Infant and his 
without any Reſtrictions, yet by the Influence and Steadi- 
of the French Miniſtry, thoſe important Ceſſions were nit on- 
vcured upon as good Terms as could be reaſonably cxhect- 
confirmed 2 the moſt uthentick Acts of the Ein preſs 


n and the King of Sardinia, but the Execution ineiſe 


and t 
th Yew, 
ear of 


ta M 
imſelf, 


upon 


taken e with equal Vigilance and Vigour. As to the, icle 
Cathol h regarded the Differences between this Court and that of 
to keep u-Britain, nothing was regulated thereby, except the Kight 
lende . $-uth-Seq Company to four Years of the 4. ente Treaty, 
_ ee wett of the Differences were tacitly referred to that Ne- 
2 on before mentioned, which was then, and is ſtill carried 


but as to the Event of which we know nothing. By this 

his Catholick Majeſty was extricated out of an expen- 
and deſtructive War, (which had continued ſeven Years, 
In that Time had drawn upon his Subjccts incxpreſflivle 
lips) had an effectual Eftabliſhment provided for his Bro- 
Don Philip, honourable Proviſions made for his Allies, 
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= Puke of Modena, and the Republick of Genoa; and a VV ay 
g hat „ to reduce bis military Expences, and bring the Do- 
5 tore Concerns of his Adminiſtration into Order, which 
1 wo the V ar laſted could not be done, Beſides the War 
ds breat-Britain which had begun ſumewhat earlier was 
__ TT y ended; and that in a Manner with which the Court of 
wilace di had many Reaſons to be plcaſcd; but none greater 


5 removing the Impediments to the Return of that vaſt 
G Treaſure which had been coil»@cd in Ve Hi Indies, 
h the Spaniards were in great Want, and for which they 
i altogether without Pes. 

2 2 We 
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We have ſince ſeen all the Advantages that Spain could yy, 
miſe herſelf from this Treaty obtained in their full Extent, 4 
Infant Duke is in Poſſeffion of the Countries yielded to hin 
the Duke of Modena, and the Republick of Genoa have þ. 


their Territories reſtored, and the far greateſt Part of the We D 
expected from the Indies has been ſafely breught home, We 
the Iſſue will be of ſo great and ſo happy a Change in n 
_ Circumſtances, is in the Womb of Time, but with: eq 
doubt, the preſent Seaſon is very critical, and the future in 
fare or Miſery of the Spanyh Nation depends, in a great H 
ſure, upon the Turn his Catholick Majeſty's Council | nice 
take at a Juncture, when it is entirely in h is own Powe +" 
make them take what Turn he pleaſes, and to render H¹ν 


as op and independent a Prince as any of his Predeceſſoꝶ 

e might have entered into many other Particulars, and4 
ſcended to the Conſideration of various Matters of Fact, if t "© 
were not beſide our Purpoſe, which is to exhibit a PiGur 
the preſent State of Spain, or rather the preſent State of the 
liticks of the Court of Spain, towards which a few great Strak 
are ſufficient, and all the little Trimmings and Niceties df 
hiſtorical Abridgment would be deſtroying a Likeneſs. |: 
indeed very true that the Out-Jines are only marked, and: 
the Piece wants heightening and even Colour; but in reſped 
this, we mult be excuſed, where in Reality we are reftrain 
The greateſt Part of this Work was written and publiſhed: 
during a Wor, when the Noiſe of Arms rendered the Wiite 
attentive to certain Scruples; but now Peace is reſtored wen 
no longer expreſs ourſelves with ſo much Freedom. Wer 
therefore be content with laying Things down in general Ta 
in many Caſes, and leaving them to the Interpretation ct 
Ingenious. Heretofore we have been wont to conduc 
Reader to his Journey's End ; and if we now only point 
out the Road, it does not ariſe either from Wearinc{s or! 
of Civility, but becauſe we cannot travel it in the ſame) 
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* 
ner; for tho he may purſue the Journey very effectualhj in Elen 
Mind, yet if we do it, it muſt be upon Paper. | A 1310 

But we are now, according to the Method that hither Wn i 
been followed, to ſpeak of the Intereſts of this Monarchy, wh 
we ſhall do in ſuch a Manner as will in a great Meaſurere Les 
every Difficulty that might lie in the Way of deciding wit \ * 


bability on the future Conduct of the Spaniſh Miniſters. 
if the real Intereſts of the Nation be thoroughly explaine 
will not require much Penetration to diſcern whether the 
purſued. It muſt indeed be obſerved, that this decides n. 
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th reſpect fo the Abilities of Miniſters; for Men may pur- 
e wrong Meaſures with great Skill and Addreſs, and perhaps 
oe Stateſmen have acquired the higheſt Characters in that 
wacity, who have employed their Talents to none of the beſt 
poſes. In ſuch Caſes they are reſponſible who give the Bias; 
Princes muſt be ſerved in the Way they will be ſerved, tho' 
frequently happens, that when their own Inclinations have 
ought them into a Labyrinth, they make no Scruple of ex- 
icating themſelves at the Expence of their Servants, and ſo ſa- 
fce the Inſtrument to the Reſentment of thoſe who are hurt by 
without conſidering where the Offence really lies, or diſtin- 
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My: * iſhing between the Intention of Bruns the Wound, and the 
e which from a Principle of ] uty, perhaps, gave it. 
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Yet this, as it is the common Lot of Miniſters, tho? it is juſt 
one Senſe is grievous in another; for tho' the Victims to 
tional Fury are commonly abandoned, either through Want 
Courage, or Want of Gratitude, yet they are ſeldom aban- 
ned to any Puniſhment greater than they have deſerved. He 
ho to gratify his Appetite to Profit, Pomp, or Power, under- 
des to do what either he does not well conſider, or which well 
mfidered he knows ought not to be done, gratifies his Paſſions 
this own Riſk ; and tho' when he feels the Effects of his Am- 
tion or his Avarice, he may with ſome Reaſon complain of 
s Maſter, 25 he cannot with the leaſt Shadow of Equity de- 
am againſt that Stroke of Juſtice which ſooner or later may 
ach him from the Senſe of the People. The moſt abſolute 


ed we nl. WE. : e 

wen ces muſt have their Counſellors and their Miniſters; and if 
1cr2l T make their Court, either by ſaying or doing Evil, it is at 
tion H Peril; and if they deccive themſelves with the Hope that 


ver Things will laſt for their Time, or that they ſhall be able to 
mer themſelves by the Authority of the Prince againſt the juſt 


-onduCt 


point WA: ' , 

> ef bis Subjects, they can blame nothing but their own 
Cre MAR of Foreſight, if their Expectations fail them. 

ually i lnftznces of both kinds, that is of Miniſters praiſed, and Mini- 


fs puniſhed, occur frequently in the Spaniſh as well as in 
der Hiſtories z but it may fa out there, as well as elſe- 
ere, that Praiſe and Puniſhment too may be miſapplied; 
« to judge of this rightly, not only in Times paſt, but likewiſe 


hither: 


rchy, 


aſure re | 
na with | Times to come, we muſt have right Apprehenſions of that 
nile. e which can alone diſtinguiſh in ſuch Matters; that is 


ly, we muſt know what are the true Intereſts of the Nation, 
d what thoſe Biaſſes are, to which Miniſters are liable from 
tale Notions and the falſe Intereſts of the Court; and theſe 
£3 may 


explain 
jer ther 
-1des 1 
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may be very fairly and fully explained, from what able and 
intereſted Pens have written before us upon this Subject. 

At the Concluſion of the Peace of Utrecht, when the I. 
of Philip V. as King of Spain and the Indies was acknowl 
ed vy the ih Allies, there were two kinds of Securities tk the nat 
for preventing thoſe miſchievous Conſequences, which were! 
too juitly apprehended from the leaving ſuch vaſt Domini 
in the Hands of the younger Branch of a Family ready | 
come too powerful, and too formidable in rcſpcct to the i 


Europe. be 
The firſt of theſe was the Renunciations made by K; wer 
Philip, and tie Princes of his Fanily, to the Succeſſion oft ned t 
Crown of France in four of the Houſe of Clans; and t padhe 
other, the yiciding Gibraltar and the Iſland of Minorca tot * 
Crown of Great-Britair in the Nature of Cautionary PA jult 
or Securities for the Periormance of what was ſtipulated by t hunded 
Treaty. by tl 
This was then held neceſſary on both Sides; for a; { bom 
Allies very juſtly dreaded t'e too cloſe Conjunction of f oft 
Crowns of France and Spain, fo the Spaniards themſelves w r fol 
very ſenſible of the Inconveniencics reſulting from their Depe 25 
dance upon that Crown ; and were deſirous enough of be {ens 
freed from them for the preſent, and ſecured a ainſt then * 
the future; and all this very plainly appeared, from the RE 
neſs with which they came, into giving thoſe Renunciationst * 
moſt ſolemn Sanction, that it was in their Power. 6 ,. 7 
to give. ite 
t was the Intereſt alſo of the Royal Fam ly, the Mini Fron 
and the People of Sfain, to have adher d ruugiouſly to ak 
Treaty, and to have been content with cvery thing that — 
ſtipulated therein and thereby. It was this that ſecure 1 of 
Dignity of King Philip, and made him truly a King WM..." 
not a Vice-Roy : It was this that put it in the Power ct . 
Spariſh Miniftry, to reform the Diſorders in, and to F 
ſtore the Credit and Force of the Kingdom; and it wat a 
that cnhabled the People, to reap the Pleaſures and Profit l 
Peace, and the Advantages ſecured to them by the ſole Poſef * 
of the Indies, which they had never poſſeſſed in fo great I e 
quillity beſore. a The 
But it very quickly appeared, that as clear and ſelf-evident ri 
theſe Maxims were, they had no great Influence on any of Oi; "by 
Parties concerned. His Catholick Majeſty was entirely ge nl 
ed by his Grandfather as long as he lived; and aſter his De : 


he turned his Views fo thoroughly toward his native Coun 
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x to at in a Manner equally inconſiſtent with the Intereſts of 
i Crowns and with the Treaties by which he had acquired it, 
ils Miniſters made no Difficulty of falling into his Views; and 
de natural Pride and Ambition of the Spaniards drew them to 
wh the Recovery of their Italian Dominions at leaſt, tho? the 
Poſſeffion of them was never of any great Service, but might be 
eemed rather a Burthen to them. 

After the King's ſecond Marriage, this wrong Turn of Poli- 
icks began to diſplay itſelf more fully, and the Spariards en- 
broured by Force of Arms to recover Sly, and were alſo in- 
wed to attack Gibraltar. This forced the Maritime Powers 
p adhere cloſely to the Houſe of 4r/ir:n, and to take ſuch Mea- 
kres for deſtroying the naval Strength of Spain, as could only 
e jultified by that Neceſſity upon which they were plainly 
hunded. : 

By the Acceſſion of Spain to the Quadruple Alliance, and 
te Advantages ſtipulated for her therein, a new Opportunity 
rs offered of eſtabliſhing her Peace and Proſperity up on a laſt- 
ir Foundation; and it looked for ſome time as if ſhe in- 
tended it, but this laſted not long. The Vienna Alliance was 
trated upon falſe Principles; for it tended to deſtroy the 
Bilance of Power in Europe, and to force Gibraltar and Mi- 
a out of the Hands of Great-Britain, which can never be 
ted by War, becauſe every War proves the Poſſeſſion 
f them by this Crown to be for the common Benefit of 
the independent Powers in Europe. | 
From that Time the Spaniſb Miniſtry introduced a trim- 
ning kind of Politicks, purſuing ſometimes one Scheme, 
metimes another; but never affecting that Independency and 
we of their own Concerns, which can alone render their Peo- 
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_ e happy at Home, and their Power reſpected Abroad. Yet 
1 5 certain, that both Alberoni and Ripperda very well under- 
oy s nod the Intereſt ot Spain, to which they always gave the 


it was 0 
d Profit 
le Poſſefh 
great T 


ond Place in their political Projects. Happy had it been for 
demſelves, the Spaniards, and kf the reſt of Europe, if they 
kd conſtantly given it the firſt ! "That they were both Fo- 
mers, and both the Sons of Fortune, was and muſt be their 
ble Excuſe, 

The Ambition of the two firſt Princes of the Houſe of 


eric, and the Inactivity of the three laſt, threw the Affairs 


re; 7 che Crown of Spain into ſuch Diſorder, and brought the 
* Nece pee into ſuch Indigence, that it certainly became their Inte- 
E t at leaſt for the Space of a Century, to endeavour at re- 


pling their Country, recovering their T'rade, and reftoring 
4 their 


[ 344 ] 


their Conſtitution and ancient Government; for the effe&;, 


ch 

of all --hich, they had every Means and every Opportuniry . 
they could wiſh, and many more than they had any juſt e ;: a 
ſon to expect. ich 
They ought therefore to have laid aſide ail Thoughts of «© bi 
recovering their Dominions in Italy, ſince tho! they ſerved a mei 
enough to enrich particular Families, ſent thither in Quality 0 
of Vice-Roys, or other high Officers, yet to the Nation th mio! 
were burthenſome, as requiring a much greater Eupen jects 
preſerve and defend them, than thoſe or any other Advanta, undc 
accruing to private Perſons could ballance in any Degree, | then 
was of no leſs Conſequence for them to promote their Com Han 
merce in the /7e/i-Indies, which if duly attended to, vwou8 with 
moſt certainly. have produced the Means of ſetting up uſcii the 
and valuable Manufactures at Home, and thereby brough oreat 
ſuch immenſe Treaiures into Ol Spain, as would ſo Sc: 
have enabled them to have recovered all their paſt Loſs, and Bi 
to have put every Fortreſs in the Kingdom, as well as the one. 
Navy, into a proper State of Defence. of th 
But if the Sparih Punto, and the Honour that is hlt 
Humour of the Nation, was to be preferred to all Things, an thou 
the Dominions torn from their Crown by the laſt W ao 
recovered at any Rate, ſtill it was their Intereſt religiouſly i Allic 
have obſerved the Peace of Utrecht, and above all things t own 
bave courted the Friendſhip of the Maritime Powers. TM ter 
Sparnſh Prudence in former Times was wont to gain, ratio ver t 
than loſe by Delay; and if the King and his Miniſter: n Hei 
ſtead of taking the Steps they did, had ſteadily adhered tag ror ( 
the Faith of 'Treatics, they might have found Opportuniti vary 
even without Bloodſhed, and at a very trivial Expence | As 
Compariſon of what it has coſt them ſince, to have carried ail vith 
their Foints. with 
If Spain had been abſolutely detached from, and no way deper tories 
dent upon France, her Power would not have been the Ob)" znd 
of Envy to the reſt of Europe; and the Eſtabliſhment of t is 
younger Princes of her Family in Italù might have been pr they 
moted, inſtead of being ſo vigorouſly oppoſed by cc fine 
Potentates, that do not act either from Ambition or Cf © hi 
price, but are influenced purely by Motives of Self- Pre Keb, 
ſervation, and a juſt Regard for the Maintenance of fitute 
Commerce, that is and muſt be the Baſis of their Power. He 
Spain and the Indies may be conſider'd as two great Empiꝗ win 
under the Dominion of one Monarch, and the Happinel mn 
both depends upon a reciprocal Regard for the Welle it 


Cal 
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aich other. To preſerve her American Dominions, and te 


ffecun ep the utmoſt Profits from them, it is the Buſineſs of Spain 


"TY / + all Events to maintain Peace, at leaſt till ſhe has recover'd 
ch a maritime Force as will enable her to ſend Supplies, and 
whts do bring Home her Galleons in ſpite of any Power with whom 
cd vol the is at War. ; 8 i 
(uni On the other Hand, the Spaniſh Government in the Indies 
on the night be put under ſuch a Regulation, as to make all her Sub- 
ence 1M jects there infinitely more eaſy and happy than they could be 
vantage under any other Crown; and at the ſame time procure from 
Tree, | them all the Advantages that either the Government or the 
ir Com a/ Nation could reaſonably expect; and this too, not only 
„ 01M without the Envy, but with the entire Satisfaction of moſt of 
p uf the Kingdoms and States of Europe, who have very near as 
brou:MY ercat an Intercit in preſerving the Poſſeſſion of the Indies to 
d foon Hoin, as Spain itſclf. 
cs, and But then it is both reaſonable and neceſſary, that on the 
| as the one Hand the Spaniards thould endeavour to make the moſt 
of their Plantations, and not ſuffer them by mere Negligence to 
t is thai fall to Ruin and Decay; and on the other hand, that they 
ings, ad ſhould punctually fulfill their Engagements, and allow certain 
aſt Wai ::afonable Advantages in I rade to their ancient, natural and uſeful 
iouſly t Allies. Theſe Maxims once made the Rule of their Conduct, their 
hings ol own Commerce would revive, and of courſe become daily more 
rs. TY extenfive and more profitable, their American Dominions reco- 
n, ratheſ ver their former Luſtre and Proſperity, and the Power of Ol 
ters in Hein riſe as high as ever it ſtood in the Days of the Empe- 
hered toll ror Charles V. No wonder therefore, if the Purſuit of con- 
ortuniti Wl trary Meaſures produce contrary Effects. 
DENCE | As to the Intereſt of Spain with regard to her Neighbours, 
-arriec i without doubt it conſiſts in maintaining a fair Correſpondence 
vith them, without forming any Pretenſions on their Terri- 
ay depen Wi tories. Her Differences with France are now extinguiſhed, 
e Ob: :nd as ſhe has Reaſon to look upon that as an Advantage, fo 
nt of is a natural Motive to Peace and good Neighbourhood, that 
been pr hey are governed by Monarchs of the ſame Blood; but at the 
cCeraißg lime time, a King of Spain ought to conſider, that he owes it 
1 or Ci © his own Dignity, and to the unſhaken Loyalty of his Sub- 
Selt-Pr- ds, to govern them as their own Monarch, not as the Sub- 
e of litute or Hopury of another Prince. 
" He ought to conſider this as the Error chiefly to be guarded 
t Empl wainſt in his Government, becauſe there is none that he can 
ppinels emmit will be attended with ſo bad Conſequences, inaſmuch 
Veltare t cannot fail of creating Jealouſics and Uncaſineſſes at 


620 Home 
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Home, at the ſame time that it ſinks his Credit, and diho 
other States to be his Enemies abroad. Beſides, in point of 
Trade, and even of Dominion, the French alone can have 
Views upon him, as appears by their Attempts to trade direct 
to the Saut h- Seas, and to obtain the entire Dominion of Hi: 
pamola ; which whenever of 2cquirc, the Spaniſh Territories 


in America will be at their Mercy, 

In regard to the Houſe of Auſtria, the great Cauſe of Di. 
pute has been the Italian Dominions; and evident it is, that 
this Spirit of Diſputing is the Effect of Italian Counſels, which 
we have too great Reaſon to fear will influence that Cour 


for a long Series of Years to come; unleſs ſome Spaniſh | 


Miniſter of true Genius ſhould ariſe, and convince his Mafter 
of the Neceſſity of ſetting Bounds to that Spirit. This alone 
can contribute to the Peace and Grandeur of Spain, to the 
Quiet and Safety of Italy, and to the general Tranquillity of 
all the reſt of Europe. | 

To the Grandeur of Spain, by keeping her out of thoſe 
tedious and deſtructive Wars that exhauſt her People, which 
ſhe can ſo ill ſpare, and her Treaſures already brought ver; 
low. To the Welfare of Italy, by maintaining the Ballance c 
Power, which is eſſentially neceſſary to the ſeveral States cf 
that Country, and which can never be ſubverted, if the Sjc- 
niards would act with Moderation, and conſult their true In- 
tereſt in this particular, To the Tranquillity of Europe, all the 
Powers of which are ſo much concerned both by Intereſt and 
Treaty, in the Preſervation of the Syſtem in that Country, that 
it is impoſſible for them to ſuffer any Variation without har- 
ing recourſe to Arms, in order to ſet the Ballance right 

in. 

In reference to Portugal, it is certainly the Intereſt of 
Spain to live well with her, and in the cloſeſt Correſpondence 
poſſible; becauſe though that Power can be no formidable 
Enemy by herſelf, yet in cafe the Enemies of this Crown entc: 
into a Confederacy againſt Spain, ſhe is able to give her more 
Uneaſineſs than any other Potentate ; as appeared plainly in tie 
laſt general War, when the Allies became once Maſters 0 
Madrid, purely by being engaged in Treaty with the Pert 

ueſe. | 
5 . muſt indeed be owned, that the Situation of Portugal i 
ſuch as muſt naturally tempt an ambitious Prince on tt: 
Throne of Spain to aſpire to the Conqueſt of it; yet een 
ambitious Princes, if they are wiſe, will weigh the Riſk th 


run againſt the Advantage they ſeek ; and it will icace 1 


347 
happen, that a Spaniſh Monarch ſhall find himſelf in ſuch a 


poſes Situation, as to be able to undertake the Conqueſt of Portugal, 
k nit without running the Hazard of bringing the War into the 
; 05 Heart of his own Dominions ; which is ſuch a Hazard, as cer- 
| 75 tainly no prudent Prince will run, for the Sake of any Advan- 
, i tage whatever; even if it were not, as in this Caſe it muſt be, 
"RA attended with the moſt manifeſt and flagrant Injuſtice. 
Dir The Emperor of Morocco, and the Piratical States of Barbary, 
In BC always been conſidered as hereditary Enemies of the 
which Crown of Spain, and perhaps they are the only Enemies againſt 
Com whom the Spainiarde can exert their Force; and that compa- 
21 tible with the Circumſtances of their Affairs at Home, agreeable 
(alte to their own Intereſt, and without exciting the Jealouſy of 
a: their Neighbours. The Crown of Spain is ready in poſſeſſion 
wa of Ceuta, Oran, and ſome other Fortreſſes upon that Coaſt, which 
hs ſhe has hitherto found it difficult to preſerve; and though ſhe 
3, has made frequent Attempts, yet has ſhe never been able to make 
f thoſe or conſiderable Addition to her Conqueſts. 
which t may perhaps be hercaſter in her Power to do ſomething 
ny more conſiderable on this Side; but in all human Probability, 
Eg. if this is ever done, it muſt be by a Naval Force, in which 
ates of 25 ſhe would meet with no Oppolition from any of the Ex- 
e Sha: r:pean Powers, ſo ſhe might hope for the Aſſiſtance of Portu- 
* gal and the Italian States; and any Impreſſions ſhe could make 
all the on that Side, would certainly anſwer valuable Purpoſes, and 
# wal particularly the ſecuring her Coaſts, the preſerving her Com- 
y, that merce, and the reviving the Reputation of the paniſb Navy, 
* which for a Century paſt has been almoſt as low, as for 


e right 


the Century preceeding it was both formidable and famous, 
The Face of Affairs in Spain has been greatly changed by 


ct of the Acceſſion of the preſent Family to the "Throne, who with- 
kent out doubt reaped vaſt Advantages from the prodigious Efforts 
mmidable WI made in their Favour by the French, who yet made thoſe Efforts 
vn enter in favour of a 2 Branch of their own Royal Family, 
AE and not as the Natural or even Political Allies of the Spaniſb 
ly inthe Nation; and it is certain that they have been very well paid 
alter of ber it ſince. But the Condition to which Spain was reduced 
e Pan- boch in Europe and America, at the Time of the Death of 

Charles II. is a Proof that there cannot be a greater Miſ- 
riugal is fortune to any People, than for their Princes ever to enter- 
on tie un Thoughts of univerſal Monarchy, whether by actually 


of even king, or by n a general Influence over other 
Lic ter ons; for the former Method will infallibly leave them 
Ace evel 5 
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without Men, as the latter muſt neceſſarily leave theri with. 
out Money. ; iti 

Indeed Spain at that Time was left without either; there 0 
were not in the important Fortreſs of Gibraltar, twenty Pieces 
of Cannon fit for Service; and the Garriſon did not conſt in ke 
of One Hundred effective Men; yet in all Probability it wx 


not in a worſe Condition than the reſt. In ſhort, at thy 11. 
Time the Nation was quite exhauſted ; and if the Duke g bat 
Anjou had not ſucceeded by the King of Spain's Will, Fra: WM gon. 
muſt very probably have encreaſed her Power and Dominions h d 
the Conqueſt of a conſiderable Part of the Spaniſh Monuchi, Wl yore 


This ought to prove a Leſſon, even to that ambitious Na. 
tion: Her People cannot always hold out, her Treaſures mut Cie 
be ſome time or other quite drained ; and if in ſuch a Situs. 
tion they ſhou'd have either a weak Prince on the Throne, dat 
or a long Minority, we might ſce France in as low a Condi- 
tion as Spain was in at the Death of Charles the Second; for br! 
the ſame Cauſes will every where produce the ſame Effects. 


Acad 

Before the Spaniſh Princes were infected with this Spirit of 1 
univerſal Rule, we find Ferdinand the Catholick, with an at 20 
Army of twenty Thouſand Horſe, and fifty Thouſand Foct, * 
before the City of Grenada, when that Kingdom was under * 
the Moors, and when Arragon refuſed to take any Share n tion. 


the Quarrel. This ſhows how powerſul Caſtile was before lt 
the Addition of ſo many Kingdoms and Provinces, and befor: . & | 
America was diſcovered. Yet it would be very raſh to concude WW this 
from thence, that Spain has been ruined barely by Acccl- WM Situ; 
hon of Territory, and by her ſending Colonics to the . ad 
Indies. When the acquired the former, they were well Wl the 
Peopled ; and ſhe has been fully paid in every Reſpect to WW Sm 
all the Expences ſhe has been at about the latter. The true De- mig] 
duction is this, that vaſt Territories and immenſe T reaſures they 


cannot ſecure a Nation from feeling want of Strength, and ſ1nx- in 
ing into downright Beggary, if ſhe is governed by wer thy 
and ambitious Counſels. Indi 


In the midſt of all her Grandeur, the Spaniſb Territoris WW thei 
were ſeparated at a vaſt Diſtance one from another: If fe v 
had maintained a conſtant Peace, and had lived in Harmom »; 


with her Neighbours, ſhe might have kept them all, for 108 ty 


ſingle Power durſt to have attacked her. Inftead of this, ſhe 
graſped at all, made War on every Side, and forced thoſe ſhe 
injured to make themſelves both rich and powerful, by co 
wibuting to her Ruin. It was the Ambition and Injuttce © 
Spain that raiſed up the Maritime Powers, as it was die 
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ambition and Injuſtice of Spain that loſt her many of her 
Dominions, and exhauſted the reſt. "Theſe are very weighty 


litical Reflections; and by attending to them, we 


ome to conceive clearly both of her paſt and preſent Con- 
ation. In reference to the former, we have ſaid enough; 
in reſpect to the latter we ſhall obſerve, that as ſhe has ſtill 


rat Advantages, ſo ſhe ſtill labours under ſome Inconvenien ies 
[t is, or at leaſt it might be, a great — to Spain, 


that ſhe alone of all the European Powers poſſeſſes Domi- 
nions both in the Ea/t and M eſt-Indies, that have a direct 
ind immediate Correſpondence with each other. If this 


were properly attended to and improved, ſhe might raiſe her 
Revenues much higher than it is poſſible under their preſent 
Circumſtances for any other Power to do. She might, by 
encouraging her Commerce, ſucceed in a great Meaſure to 
that Share in the Eaſl-India Trade, which Venice has loſt 
ſince the Diſcovery of the Paſſage of the Cape of Goad-Hope; 
fr by tranſporting the Commodities of the Eaſt-Iudies to 
Aeapulcho, and from thence to Vera Cruz over Land, ſhe 
might bring them from thence into Spin by her Galleons, 
it as cheap. a Rate, and in as ſhort a Time, as the Englifþ 
or Dutch; more eſpecially if ſhe allowed her Subjects either 
in the Eaſt or J/e/t-Indies, an open unreſtrained Naviga- 
tion, 

ſt is true, that as Things ſtand at preſent, the Philippines 
do not yield any conſiderable Profit to the Spaniards; but 
this is entirely their own Fault; ſince if we conſider the 
tuation of choſe Iſlands, it muſt be allowed that they might 
ally come in for a very large Share of the Commerce of 
the Eaft-Indies, or at leaſt for the moſt valuable Part of it. 
dme Correſpondence they have already with China, and 
might have a greater; no Country lies ſo conveniently as 
tiey do for the Trade of Japan; and there is nothing want- 
ing to put them in Poſſeſſion of all this, but withdrawing 
toe Reſtraints that are laid upon their Subjects in the Eaft- 
Indies, and adding another Galleon to carry the Produce of 
teir Trade to Mexico. The fame Advantage might be 
reaped by rendering Vera Cruz, the Havannah, or even Bue- 
ws Ayres a free Port to their own Subjects; for this would 
dw ſuch a Trade thither, as would make the Intercourſe 
between the two Indies before-mentioned both practical and 
aly in a ſhort Time. 

This would be more advantageous to Spain; becauſe it 
would give little or no Umbrage to forcign Nations ; they 

wou 
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would carry on their Trade to Oli Spain as they do at pre⸗ 
ſent; it would occaſion a greater Vent for their Commodi. 
ties and Manufactures, and conſequently it would ſtill make 
it more their Intereſt to mantain and ſupport the Spaniard 
in theſe Poſleſſions. It might alſo, at leaſt in Time, reſtore 
ſome of their decayed Plantation. As for Example, if the 
Havunnab was made the Staple of ſuch a Trade, for which 
it lies very conveniently, this would not only prove hi hly be- 
neficial to the Iſland of Cuba, but would revive the Fad, 
of the Inhabitants of Hiſpanicla and Porto Rico; and though 
it is very probable, that the Exgliſb and Dutch might come 
in for a Share by an illicit Trade, which is one of the In- 
conveniences to which Spain will be always expoſed ; ye 
even this would be ballanced by the additional Concern, 
that both the Engliſh and Dutch would have in preſerving to 
the Spaniards what produced tho? in a clandeſtine way, an im- 
mediate and conſiderable Gain to themſelves, 

Beſides theſe Advantages abroad, they have alfo others at 
Home, by which I mean in Europe; for as they have no long- 
er any Provinces in Flanders, they are wholly exempt from al 
the Trouble and Expence, which was entailed upon them by 
thoſe Provinces while in their Poſſeſſion. They are 40 
Gainers. or might be Gainers, by the Change of Affairs in 
Italy, where, as Things now ſtand, diſtinct Principalities in 
the Hands of Deſcendants from the Crown of Spain, may 
be as advantageous as Provinces annex2d to the Kingdom, 
and be ſupported at much leſs Expence ; indeed without any 
Expence at all, if theſe Princes purſue only their own In- 
tercſts, remain well- affected to the Ballance of Power in Itah, 
and maintain a fair Correſpondence with their Neighbours, 
who will be always willing to live upon the beſt Terms 
imaginable with them. Another great Advantage 1s their 
being free from any Apprehenſions on the Side of France; 
t which we may add, their having it abſolutely in their own 
Power to be as free from Danger on the Side of the Houſe 
of Auſtria; tor without Allies ſhe has not the Power of 
hurting them; and if Spain will be content with minding 
her own Buſineſs, the Allies of the Houſe of Auſtria would 
become hers. All theſe Advantages are ſo clear, that we 
need ſpend no more Time about them. 

The Inconveniences that Spain labours under, are chie!y 
thoſe which ſhe has brought upon herſelf. The firſt of thele, 
is the Want of People, which is the Reaſon that both the in- 
land and foreign Trade is in a great Meaſure driven y Strang. 
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which alſo for the moſt part her Armies are com- 


vhich kr; of which, as great Bigots as this Nation have been al- 
y be- mays held, they are now become very ſenſible, and would 
Juftry willingly find a Remedy for it if they could. Their late 
ough Plenipotentiary at Breda, Mr. Macanas, projected ſuch a 


Ny my be ſome time or other accepted, and could not but be 
; yet tended with very happy Effects. 
1cern, but after all, the capital and moſt dangerous Inconvenience is 


1 ter the Acceſſion of the late King Philip, Spain was in 
om alt dect no better than a Province to France; and her Condi- 
ton for more than twenty Years fince that, has been much 


worſe; ſhe is become a Province to thoſe which ſhe takes 
fr her own Provinces, I mean the Italian Dominions; for 


urs i: 

ities i which ſhe has already paid ten times more than they are 
„ may worth, and has alſo remained under a Dependence on 
dom, France for the greateſt part of that Time. In ſhort, the 
bk any Ceen Dowager governed the King, and by ſo doing go- 
vn In- reed Spain, with a View only to the Intereſt of Italy; 
1 liah, nd this Paſſion was ſo ſtrong in her, that all the Kingdoms 


1bours, 
Terms 
their 
Pr ances 


2zared, and ſacrificed to the Love ſhe has to her own little 
Putchies of Parma and Placentia. 

Whenever this Inconveniency is taken away, the reſt will be 
ally removed : Spain will then become an independent and 


Ir own 
Houſe WWverful Kingdom: France, inſtead of giving Laws to, muſt 
wer of out her; the Houſe of Auſtria would fee her flouriſh with- 
ninding Envy; and the Maritime Powers, inſtead of regarding her 
would en Enemy, would behold her in the amiable Light of their 
nat we efactor, and their Friend. All this ſhe may be, and that 
ken ; and if ſhe will not be this, it cannot be long before ſhe 
chiefly totally undone. For ſuch muſt be the Fate ſooner or later 
f thei, Nations, that are obſtinately bent upon purſuing Mea- 
the in- dametrically oppoſite to their own Intereſts. Political Con- 
y Stran- ons are indeed ſtronger than Natural Ones, but, like them, 
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if they are eontinually harraſſed, they will at laſt be muſt 
certainly wore out. | 

It may be indeed objected, and ſurely it concerns the modern 
Politician to conſider the Objection, that ſince the Concluſion 
of the War the Affairs of Span are much altered, her Power on 
the Continent is augmented, an immenſe 'Treafure has pourey 
in from the Indies; and when once her Marine ſhall be reſtg;.. 
ed, ſhe may paſs for one of the moſt formidable Powers in 
Europe. It is farther ſtill inſinuated by ſuch as make this Oh. 
jection, that whatever Weakneſs there might be in the Pali. | 
ticks of Spain in attaching herſelf fo cloſely heretofore to the 
Intereſt of France, there may poſſibly ſome certain Event fat 
out, which will make a full Amends for all this; and which $ 
is more, may make the Continuance of the ſame Mezſur, 
paſs for ſound Policy even in the Opinion of the beſt Judges. 

But in anſwer to this Objection we muſt obſerve, that it is | 
founded in a Diſtinction between the Intereſts of the Crown, } 
or rather the Intereſts of the Royal Family, and the Intere{t; 1 
of the Nation, which is a Diſtinction that ought never to be | 
made, which notwithſtanding has been too often made; andto 
which the Intereſts of many Nations, but of none ſo remark- | 
ably as this, have been ſacrificed. We therefore maintain, 
that allowing all that is contended for in the Objection {houll 
happen, it would never alter the Nature of Things, or juſtity 
that new and ſtrange Method of governing, which facrifices 
Intereſts natural and permanent, to thoſe which are temporary 
only and fluctuating. In ſhort, we affirm that the Acceſſions of 
Territory made by the two laſt Wars can be rendered beneficial 
only by purſuing the Principles before laid down ; and that 
the real Strength, Grandeur, and Proſperity of the Span 
Crown muſt be the Work of Peace; and of that mild, juſt, 
and equitable Government, to which his preſent Catholick Ma- 
jeſty King Ferdinand the Sixth is naturally inclined ; and fur 
the Truth of this we appcal to Time and the Judgment of 


Cet 


We are next to ſpeak of that Kingdom, which was once 
but a Province of the Span;h Monarchy, which of all the Ac- 
ceſſions of Territory ſhe ever made, it moſt imported her to 
have kept, becauſe the keeping of it would have added Luſtre 
to the een and Strength to the Nation. An Acquiſition 
made by one of the wiſeſt Princes that ever fat on the Hari 
Throne, an Acquiſition, , the Importance of which was the- 
roughly known, and an Acquiſition which never could hate 


been loſt, but from thoſe Errors in Government _— we 
2s 


1 


hie before laboured to ſhew, ought of all others to be ex- 
ded. Thoſe ambitious and all-graſping Meaſures weakened 
be Power of Spain to ſuch a Degrec, that Portugal of a Pro- 
ince became once more a Kingdom; and tho' harraſſed, 
neakened, exhauſted, while under the Dominion of pair, re- 
ined till Strength enough to reſume, defend, and eſtabliſh 
« [ndependency ; and is at preſent in ſuch a Condition as to de- 
e the higheſt Regard from its potent Neighbour, to whom it 
wy be always a moſt uſeful Ally ; and to whom, how much 
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Poli. nor ſoever in Power, it is capable of being the moſt dan- 
o the dos Enemy. 
t fall 
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rown, | 
terelts | . 
to b e advantageous Situation, modern Hiſtory, pre- 
andto ſnt State, political Intereſis and Connections, of 
mark- te Kingdom of PoRTUGAL, fince the Acciſſian 
intain, 5 a ; 
ſhould of the Houſe of BRaGanca, with ſ1me Re- 
Jultit fettio's on the Poſſibility of rviving the 
TE Portugueſe Intereſt in the EasT-IND1Es, and 
22 their Naval Power in EUROPE. 


neficial 


ad that |: order to give the Reader a diſtinct Notion of the preſent 
Span} fate and Condition of the Portugueſe Nation, it is neceſſary 
d, jult, blay lomewhat of the Sitvation of their Country, which is very 
ck Ma- pzlantly extended on the Coaſt of the AHtanti , Ocew , about 
ae te hundred Miles, or ſomewhat mere in Leng' , from 


w to North, but ſcarce any where one hundred Liles in 
wth from Weſt to Laſt. The Climate is verv ine, and 
* Air eſteemed as wholcſome as any in Furope, notwith- 
Ending it lies ſo far South, the great cats ing mm 

Tyered by the Sea Breeze. As for the Soil, it would be cvery 
de extremely rich and fruitful, if the greateſt Part of the 
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| her to 
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ifition | | | 
18 nid oy were not mounta nous, but not thianding this, 
f 1 Bs 4 ave, conſidering the Quantity of aravl. a great 


k of excellent Corn in the Vallics; the Sides of the Hills 
lte Ear e Plenty the richeſt Fruits; and fromthc Bowels 
: they dig almoſt all Sorts of Metals, Cd and 
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and ſincere Affection for their Subjects. 
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Silver not excluded; of the laſt mentioned they are belle 
to have the richeſt Mine in Europe, which is that of Gund 
dana, for this yields one Year with another, Silver to the Va 
lue of two hundred thouſand Pounds. There are alſo thre, 
great Rivers, that after watering the adjacent Provinces, emp 
themſelves into the Sea in this Country, viz. the Deurz, th 
Tajo, and the Guadiana. 
After this Deſcription, the Reader will eaſily believe that f. 
its Size this Kingdom is much more populous than Sat 
and the Inhabitants alſo beyond compariſon more induftrioud 
Some Writers would perſuade us, that the Portugueſe are ge 
nerally ſpeaking a very corrupt and bad Sort of People; x 
cording to the common Proverb, < Take a Spaniard, ſtrip hin 
ac of his good Qualities, which are but few, and you mi 
« hima Pertugucſe.” Theſe kind of national Reflections ar 
generally ſpeaking, as ill-founded as they are ill-natured, an 
ought never to be repeated but with a View to refute then 
In their Diſcoveries, which led the Way and ſuggeſted the D: 
ſign to Columbus, they ſhewed themſelves a penetrating ande 
terprizing People; their Conqueſts in the Indies, though 
beſt Part are now loſt, are yet Proofs of a Courage and C 
duct that deſerved better Fate; their reviving Naval Power 
Europe, and carrying it to ſo great a Height as they did in 
few Years, ought to procure them, with us at leaſt, a ben 
Character. But there is one Circumſtance relating to the P; 
tugueſe, the Truth of which cannot be diſputed, and whit 
is alone ſufficient to wipe off all the Imputations of the 
Enemies: They have always been remarkable for their tit, o 
Loyalty to their Kings, as on the other hand their Monar 
have been no leſs diſtinguiſhed by their Juſtice, Moderati 


Philip II. of Spain ſeized this Country, and anrex:d it 
the reſt of his Dominions, in 1580; 2 the People y 
equally diſſatisfied with his Title, and averſe to the Span 
Government, which was, to fay the Truth, the immed 
Cauſe of the Ruin of their Country. It was this that g 
Occafion to the Dutch to deprive them of their Settlements 
the Indies, on the Coaſt of Africa, and, in a great meaure, 
the Braxils; for the Spaniards loobing upon this as a conquale. le 
Kingdom, took but little Care of their Concerns ; and de 
tugueſe Nobility, who had ſhewn ſo much Coe... 
and Conſtancy in the Service of their native Princes, ve ther 


from exerting themſelves in the ſame manner for thc ali, 
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ot of Strangers, who they plainly ſaw neither uſed nor wiſh- 
4 them well. 


Ylieved 
Guacal 


the Vz It laſt, tired out with the bad Behaviour of ſuch as were 
o thres bat to govern them by the Court of Madrid, they reſolved to 
„emp dow off the Spaniſß Y oke at all Events; and it fo fell out, in 
ure, e, that a fair Opportunity offered itſelf of carrying into 


Execution what they had ſo long deſigned. ohn Dua of Bra- 
ma, Grandſon to that Duke who was Competitor with King 
Php for the Kingdom, was prevailed upon to hazard 
k hereditary Eſtates, which were very little ſhort of one 


that 0 
n Spaing 
uſtrio 


are oe fr! of the Kingdom, in aſſerting of his Title to the M hole, 
ple z A | the People ſupported him ſo unanimouſly, that there is no 
ſtrip fin er Revolution recorded in ancient or modern Hiftory to 
Ou he been more effectually, or more ſecretly brought about, 
tions a with leſs Effuſion of Blood, than this, from whence he was 
ured, ed to the Throne of Portugal by the Title of Jahn the 
ute then. His Subjects were no leſs ſteady and conſtant in ſup- 
d the DR, ing him upon the Throne, than they had been univerſally 
ig nde ung and ready to raiſe him to it, though the Spaniards 
ough untained a long War, in hopes of recovering this Kingdom, 
and Con} though the Dutch, notwithſtanding they were then fight- 
Power! for their own Liberties againſt the ſame Crown, proſecuted 
| yr iN * in the Indies, and in Brazil, againſt the Por- 
5 4 bel ſe. 
0 1 g 5 lt is true, that they loſt ſeveral of their remaining Settle- 
an bn ents in Aſia; and that it was with great Difficulty they 
1s 0 1 erved Goa, Bombay, and a few inconſiderable Places on 
ory" continent; but in the Brazils they had better Fortune, 
* | Feople preferr'd their Government to that of the Dutch, 
er in a ſhort time they recovered all that they had there 
_ e muſt obſerve that while the Spaniards were Maſters 
ag , Prrtugat, their Maxims of making the moſt of the King- 
tne # = while in their Hands, ruined the Trade, ſunk the naval 
5 * ; wer, and brought che Portugueſe Plantations almcſt to 
* 11 thing. An equal and juſt Government is neceſſary, not 
e to raiſe, but to preſerve theſe Advantages to any Nation, 
1 7 : whenever that is wanting, they droop, dwindle, and de- 
2 72 like Plants that remain unwater'd, or Children truſted to a 
= _ nary Nucie, that ſoon loſe their Fleſh and Colour, which 
I's „ * the Reſult of the Pains taken with them by an affectionate 
oy the ther, To judge from Effects may be a bad Maxim in 


nlity, but in Politicks it ſeldom fails, 
Aa 2 Jebn 


egard for their own Intereſt, or the natural Perfidy of tt 
Nation, induced them, in direct Violation of that Article, t 
ſend the Portugueſe greater Aſſiſtance than they had ever don 
uuder the Command of Marſhal Schombergh, an Officer of ſu 
Capacity, that it might be truly ſaid, his ſingle Perſon was equ 
valent to a ſmall Army. 

He reformed many Abuſes, and introduced a new Diſcipl. 
among the Portugueſe Troops; ſo that notwithſtanding tk 
had the whole Spaniſb Force to deal with, yet they bravely d 
fended their Liberties, and gained two ſuch ſignal Victories 
Eftremos and Villa Vicioſa, as convinced their Enemies, t 
the Deſire of Freedom may over-ballance Superiority of Nu 
bers. At laſt in 1668, the French King Louis XIV. fallin 
contrary to the Faith of Treaties, with a great Army into 
Low-Countries, the Spantards found themſelves under a Nece! 
ty of making Peace with Portugal, which was done under 
Mediation of King Charles II. of Great-Britain, ho had m 
ried the Infanta Catharine, Daughter to King John, and vi 
to King Alphonſo; by this eee the Crown of Spain reno 


ced all her Claims and Pretenſions on that of Poringa, T 
ſolemnly acknowledged the Rights of the Houſe of Bracain.: 
which put an End to a diſputed Title, and reſtor'd Peace to 1683 
Country, after a War, or at leaſt the Interruption of Peace, This 
the Space of twenty-eight Years. 1 

Alphonſo VI. having attained the Years, tho' not the h 
tion of a Man, reſolved to take the Government of hs bme 
minions into his own Hands, tho* his Mother had rule! Mute 
great Prudence, and himſelf could not but be fatisicd inc 
own Incapacity, which is ſaid to have been owing to 2 ere 
Indiſpoſition, that fo much weakened his Abilities, bo: do; 
Body and Mind, as to render him equally unfit for the Nate 
ties of a King, and of a Huſband. But his Favourite H 
had perſuaded him to remove his Mother (who 1s ee, 
have died of Grief in a Year after) from the Admins, 
of Affairs, adviſed him likewiſe, ſrem Views of tt! g 
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o marry without Delay; and accordingly a Princeſs of Savey 
Nemours was thought of for his Queen, whom he actual] 


Lit, % 


ol touſed. Thoſe who had puſhed him upon theſe Deſigns, 
Daria xd who had vo other View than that of governing the King- 
ned, im at their own Will under his Name, began next to infuſe 
uſion M {:loufics of his Brother Don Pedro, the preſumptive Heir of 
to been Crown ; and are alſo faid to have engaged him in ſuch 
raged cer low and Mameful Intrigues, as obliged the Queen, after 


te had cohabitcd with him for ſix Months, to retire to a 
Cr vent for the Preſervation, as ſhe affirmed, of her Honour 


ir cre 
v of tha 


rticle, 8 1 er Liie. 
rer dont de Intant Don Pedro, conſidering the Incapacity of his 
r of ſuc 


che confuſed State of publick Affairs, and his own 
„ determined by the Advice, and with the Aſſiſt- 


Was eq ' 
cut of the principal Nobility, to ſecure the Per- 


Diſci de, and to take upon himſelf the Adminiſtration 
ding tha i i ent. This was accordingly done, and not 
ravely rater 11m left her Convent, and a Diſpenſation having, 
3 P. -- ; ON 3 

iCtories Mn btam (| fr 117 e Court of Rome for that Purpoſe, eſpouſed 
mies, t * Prince Ln g, who removed Alphonſo to the Ifland of 

* ba . . 

of NA M, if hept him confined under a ſtrong Guard; 


V. fal caulcd im to be treated with the Tenderneſs which he 
ny into wed his Brote&r, and the Reſpect that was due to a King. 
a Nec ver, ſome malicious Tongues, in a few Years, reporting 
under te contrary, the Prince cauſed him to be brought back ta 
10 had ma Caſtle of Cintra, within a Day's Journey of Liſbon, and 
and ore, under an eaſy Cuſtody, he was ſerved and reſpected as a 
uin rena e. The Prince was perſuaded by many to have aſſumed 
art Tide himſelf, but he inflexibly declined it, contenting 
f Brago ef with that of Regent till his Brother died, which was 
ace to 1683. 


of Peace, This is the beſt Account, that, from comparing the moſt 


Mentick Relations, we have been able to obtain of this Affair; 


the Ds co the fine-wrought and amazing Stories that are found 

t of ne ſecret Hiſtories and private Memoirs, they ſeem to be 
j ruled ute of all Foundation in Truth, ſince if Don Pedro had 
tished 0 1 inclined to get rid of his Brother, and to make himſelf 
g to a fer of the Kingdom at any Rate, he might moſt certainly 
ics, do done it in the Confuſion of the firſt Revolution, or not 
for tie 2 after he was ſent to Tercera; but as he did neither, but 
wvourites ed himſelf in all other Reſpects a religious and virtuous 
0 , there is no Cauſe for giving Credit to any of thoſe Suſ- 
\ [1m 111 Gs, which fanciful, ill-informed, or malicious Writers 
of (1.17 e publiſhed, 
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King Prdro had by his firſt Queen, who had been ji, 
Brother's Wife, only one Daughter, and for ſome time be. 
fore her Mother's Death, ſhe vas conſidered as the Heirek q 
the Kingdom, and while ſhe wis fo conſidered, a Marriage 


was treated for her with the young Duke of Savoy; nay thi a 
was carried ſo far, that the Portugu2/e Fleet was actually n 
to the. Coaſts of 1taly, in order o bring over the intendi wot 
Eridegroom; but that Prince changing his Mind, the Flu de 
returned without him, and the Intanta dying ſoon after th tin 
Diſappointmer.t, the People of Portugal violently ſollictei be 
thcir Sovereign to think of a ſecond Marriage, which induc coul 
ed i'm +» eſpouſe the Princeſs Maria Sophia, Daughter to till ea 
Flector Palatine, by whom he had Iflue John Prince of HN 
zil, and alſo the Infants Don Francis, Don Antonio, and D All: 
Emanuel. ſelf 
The King continued for many Years to govern his d v0 
jects with great Juſtice and Moderation; and as a long gl” 
cruel War had waſted his People and his Treaſures, dunn for 
the Reign of his Brother, he was very careful to precio 
Peace, to encourage Agriculture, and to promote the Co to b 
merce of his Subjects. A little before the Peace of Nu ci 
he offered his Mediation to Louis XIV. but received ſuch oi *"d 
Anſwer, as ſhowed plainly enough that France was reſolve bern 
to reject it with a kind of Diſdain. The Portugueſe M. Phil 
narch thought fit to paſs by the Affront for the preſent; b 1 
it afterward coſt France dear; ſo dangerous a thing it is il 
Princes, though ever ſo powerful, to treat with any Degret his] 
Contempt ſuch as are confeſſedly equal to them in Ra kdie 
though inferior in ſome other, and thoſe too accidental KK A 
ſpects. | 
0 When Philip V. mounted the Throne of Spain, the Frien mad 
ſhip of Portugal became not only expedient, but neceſa bs | 
Upon this Occaſion, Louis XIV. was as obliging and civi, he h 
he had formerly ſhewn himſelf. haughty and proud; and M bur 
Don Pedro had already reſoived on the Part he was to tak * 
et con dering how ſoon, d how eafily he might be crull rot 
y the Forces of the two Crowns, he entered into an Alla * 
with King Philip, and this for various Reaſons. In the it a ly 
Place, it gained Time, and delivered him from preſent L 05 
ger; in the next, it gave an Opportunity of gaining 2 u. 
Terms, which might be of Uſe to him on another Occat f a 
and lattly, he obtained by it ſome preſent Advantages, un an 
were very beneficial to his Subjects. Yet notwithſtanding t = 


Treaty, he refuſed, though warmly preſſed by the 0 
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King, to acknowledge the Title of the Son of King James 


e. 0 the Crown of Great-Britain ; which ſhowed plainly enough, 
Icire; of tat in making this Treaty he had followed his Intereſt ra- 
Marre der than his Inclination. 

nay thi As ſoon as the general Confederacy was formed againſt 
ally e Pane, and it clearly appeared that the Allies meant to ſet up 
intend. wother King of Spain, the Portugueſe Monarch demanded of 
the F the French King, purſuant to the late Alliance, a Fleet of 
after u thirty Sail of the Line, and a large Sum of Money. He 


knew well enough, that as "Things then ſtood, thoſe Demands 
ould not be complied with; but he wanted a Pretence for 
waking that Tn: without breaking Faith, and this did 
his Bulineſ very effectually; for as ſoon as the Fleet of the 
Alles appeared upon his Coaſt, he thought fit to declare him- 
kf neuter, and not long after made a Treaty with Charles III. 
whoſe Claim they ſupported to the whole Spar; Monarchy. 
Bj this Treaty he ſtipulated for himſelf very great Advantages; 
for the new King was to eſpouſe the Infanta of Portugal, 
though but a Child of ſeven Years old; ſeveral Places were 
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eh. 0 tb be yielded to him on the Frontiers of Spain; ſome Con- 
* R1(1; 8 cfions were likewiſe to be made in the Indies and America; 
d ſuch and he was to have the Aſſiento of Negroes, which had 
s reſche been alſo granted him by his former Treaty with King 
Te . 


In conſideration of theſe Terms, he agreed to receive King 
Charles, and to aſſiſt him with Forces, for the Recovery of 
tis Kingdom, for which, however, he was to have large Sub- 
ſdies from the Maritime Powers, and a good Fleet to protect 
tis Coaſts, A few Days before King Charles arrived at Liſbon, 
died the Infanta, who was to have been his Queen; but this 


eſent; h 
q it is ft 
Degree 

in Run 
lental R4 


he Freu nde no Alteration in the Meaſures that had been concerted, 
neceſy bis Portugueſe Majeſty reſolving to proſecute the War as 
d civil de had promiſed; but before any Steps could be taken for this 
and ü Purpoſe, he was removed by Death, December 9, 1706, 


when he had lived fifty-eight, and, from the Death of his 


as to tak 


be cru Brother, had reigned twenty-three Years. 
an Alli John V. the preſent King of Portugal, ſucceeded his Fa- 
In the H ber, and purſued his Steps very exactly, notwithſtanding the 
fat _ ſurprized the Town of Alcantara, and made the 
ning 2c ariſon Priſoners of War, almoſt before he was warm in the 
Oc Throne. The Aſſiſtance he gave the Allies, brought the 
ages, Wh Pariſh Monarchy twice to the Brink of Ruin; and though 
anding H vo of our Accounts fay, that the Portugueſe Soldiers be- 
the Fu ed but indifferently in that War, yet this ought not to be 
Kin a 4. undecr- 
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underſtood as a national Reflection, farther than av 1, Ceri 
Peace, great Wealth, and much Luxury, are capable of cr. med 
rupting any People. For it may not be amiſs to inform the 3 Cout 
Reader, that the greateſt Part of the young Nobility, wa nion, 
were Officers at this time in the Army, were but Freſh-water and 
Commanders, and who from leading indolent and debauchey WM Gric 
Lives at Liſbm, were come to make theit Fortunes by ther thod 
Commimons. It was no great Wonder therefore that they 9 WE, 
behaved but indifferently, or that the poor People who obeves WM Lord 
them followed their Examples. But that this was the ele tho' 2 
Cauſe of their Miſbehaviour appears from hence, that fer © 
the fatal Battle of Amaiza, many Engliſh Officers were obliged cen 
to fill up, and ſome raiſed their whole Corps afreſh among WM theref 
the Portugueſe ; and from the Mouths of thoſe Officers I hae WM of Scc 
heard, that ſuch Men, when in our Pay, behaved in Time of WM his Ac 
Action as well as any Men could do, and were beſides ſo ſober, WW Remes 
ſo diligent, and ſo attentive to their Duty, that what wa WW 1idenc 
at firſt done from Neceflity, became Matter of Choice. Thi: | Comm 
thought it was but Juſtice in me to mention, as the calumniou; Þ txcha! 
Reports to the Prejudice of their Reputation are already con- WW that by 
mon enough in Print. bo h. 

At the Cloſe of the War, King 7%n raiſed very high De- ticir ? 
mands upon the Crown of Spain; for he knew well cnouzh cor 
that Abatements might be made at any Time, and very rizhtly oper. 
ju lzed, that by aſking a great deal he ſhould be ſure to gd 4 He f. 
ſomewhat, as he really did, both in Europe and in America, ke, I 
beſides x Compenſation for the Loſs of his Negro Contract, Fran 
But after all, it fell very ſhort of what he had ſtipulated witn WM © the | 
King Charles, though perhaps the Peace he made with Ring tit his 
Philip, in 1715, might be very near an Equivalent for what WW b much 
would have been allowed of his Treaty, if King Charles hal ching 
ſucceeded, and become the peaceable Poſſeſſor of the Sr: + juft 1 
Monarchy ; as there is a wide Difference between what Princes =udable 
may be brought to promiſe in their Diſtreſs, and their Rea A. 
n-{5 to perform, when it is in their Power to diſpute the Pa- tow pla 
formance. Bott. 

While the War continued, the Commerce of the Brads World i 
began to grow much more conſiderable than in former Times, Were as 
by the working of the Gold Mines ; and as there was at tha; The 1 
Time a great Intercourſe between the two Nations, the Bl. Narrel 
7% Traders obtained a large Share of that Gold for the C M Affai 
m dities and Manufactures with which they furnithed te 2 1t{&!f 
P:rtugacſe. King Jahn could not help ſeeing this with Concern, 2 contr 
he thoug!.t it hard they ſhould have but a Sight of the vatt\\ car d th 
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derived from their own Settlements, and that it ſhould im- 
mediately vaniſh, as it were, out of Portugal into another 
Country. His Miniſters were exactly of their Maſter's Opi- 
nion, and many Conſultations were held about finding a fpecdy 
and effectual Remedy for what they conlidercd as the greateſt 
Grievance. At length it was concluded, that the only Me- 
thod could be taken was to prohibit the Wear of foreign Ma- 
ruſactures 3 and this had certainly been put in Execution, if 
Lord Galway, the Commander of our Forces in that Country, 
tho' a Frenchman by Birth, had not prevented it. 

He was a great Favourite with his Portugueſe Majeſty, and 
cteemed to be, as he certainly was, a very honeſt Man. To him 
therefore, as to a Friend, and under the ſtricteſt Injunction 
of Secrecy, the King communicated this Affair, and afked 
his Advice about it. His Lordſhip told him fairly, that the 
Remedy would be worſe than the Diſcaſe; that the ſame Pro- 
idence which had given his Subjects Gold, had beſtowed 
Commodities and Manufactures upon the EA; that the 
Exchange therefore was not fo injurious. as he imagined z and 
tat by prohibiting Commerce, he might force thoſe that were 
now his beſt Friends to become his Enenues, and to employ 
their Naval Power, which he knew to be ſo much ſupcrior to 
his own, in taking that by Force for which they now gave a 
Yoper Equivalent. 

He farther repreſented, that whatever Turn the War might 
uke, Portugal mult always ſtand in need of the Friendſhip of 
Enzland, to prevent becoming dependent on the Houle of Hir ia 
er the Houſe of Bourlen; and therefore it was much better 
tat his Subjects ſhould trade with thoſe from whom he had 
b much to hope, than with other Nations froin whom he had 
a things to fear. The King, who was both a rcaſonable and 
z juſt Prince, and who in this Buſineſs atted ſoltiy from 2 
zudable Affection for his Subjects, comprehendcd the Force 01 
ae Arguments, and immediately laid ade a Project, which 
dow plauſible ſoever in its fuſt Appearance, was certainly at 
Bottom neither equitable nor practicable, Happy for the 
World i; all Kings meant as well, deliberated as coolly, and 
Fre as ready to receive and follow good Advice! 

The next remarkable Point in the prefent Reign was, the 
Yarrel between his Portugueſe Majeſty and the Pope, about 
de Affair of the Nuncio Bichi, an Incident too inconſiderable 
n nſelf to be mentioned in a Work of this Nature, if it did 
* contribute to explain a political Article which is verv Well 
ith the ingenious Reader's time perfectly to comprehend ; 

becauſe 


Ki 
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becauſe on the one hand, it ſhews the Connection betweey 
the Catholic Powers and the Head of their Church; and oe 
the other hand, it explains the Manner in which theſe Power, # 
act when they believe themſelves at any time ill uſed by te 
Pope. Signior Bichi was ſent to the Court of Liſbon ſo early 
as the Year 1710, and at firſt the Court was very far from being | 
pleaſed with him, but by Degrees he got over this Averſion. # 
and in a ſhort time afterwards the King recommended him t, © 
Clement XI. for a Cardinal's Hat; which was refuſed, under 
Pretence that his Nomination was oppoſed by the Imperial 
Court ; which, however, was not 2 true. Innocent XIII. 
confiding in the known Piety of the King of Portugal, ven- 
tured to uſe him worſe than his Predeceſſor had done; for he 
not only refuſed abſolutely to make the Nuncio a Cardinal, | 
but recalled Signior Bichi, and ſent another Prelate to ſucceed him. 
But the King of Portugal would not ſubmit to this Indignity, | 
and therefore ſent Word to the new Nuncio, not to ſet Foot in 
his Dominions, and refuſed likewiſe to let the old one go, till 
he was aſſured that Reſpect would be paid to his Nomination. 
Upon the Death of [recent XIII. ſucceeded Benedict XIIl, 
who went a Step farther than his Predeceſſor, by commanding | 
poſitively the Nuncio Bichi to quit the Court of Liſbon, which 
accordingly he did, and returned by the Way of Madrid into 
Italy. But this Treatment provoked the King of Portugal to 
ſuch a Degree, that he recalled his Subjects from Rome, broke WM Politic 
off all Correſpondence with that Court; and if the Pope had mercia 
lived a little longer, would very 2 have ſet up a Pa- Ameri 
triarch. Cardinal Corſini ſucceeding Pope Benedict, by the Titie WW minta 
of Clement XII. found himſelf under a Neceſſity of putting an WW been a 
End to this Quarrel, which had now lafted almoſt twenty his Sub 


Years, and in his ſecond Promotion in 1731, beſtowed the b no d 
long- expected Hat upon Bichi, who was then upwards ox there is 
Sixty. to this 

There is no doubt the Court of Rome hoped that, in thel 7 is 1 
Courſe of this Diſpute, either the King or the Nuncio would owers 
have died, and then it would have dropped of courſe, in a faxing 
manner honourable to the Holy See; but failing in this, eg in Hif 
late Pope was forced to make the beſt of a bad Bargain, th fubfiſte; 
he might avoid driving Things to Extremities. and as 

In the Ycar 1729, a double Marriage was concluded betrre frems t. 
the Courts of Spain and Portugal; the Prince of 4/:"" il this cor 
now his Catholic Majeſty, eſpouſed the Infanta of P lity at 
and the Prince of Brazil the Infanta of Sparn, formerly ſtie As fe 
Queen of France The Exchange of the Princeſies was 11" dem, 


. 
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„duch great Solemnity, and their Catholic and Portugueſe Ma- 
„ WH jeftics had an Interview on the 23d of January, in the Iſland 
. Pagen in the River of Caya, about a League from Badajoz. 
e hut notwithſtanding this Alliance, the two Courts were very 
\ WH new coming to a Rupture in 1735; and it is thought, that 
de ſending a Britiſh Fleet under the Command of Sir John 
n, WM Nerris to Liſbon, was what chiefly prevented it, and ſaved 
to Portugal from an Invaſion. 


It was not however till two Years after, and then with great 
Difficulty, that the Courts were reconciled ; ſince which there 
has happened very little remarkable in Portugal, except his 
Majeſty's being ſtruck with the Palſy, under which he has 


he WW laboured for ſeveral Years, This Monarch, who is now 
al, WH turned of Threeſcore, has governed his Dominions longer 
m. than any Prince in Europe, being in the forty-fourth Year of 


his Reign, and has the Pleaſure of ſeeing his Son, the Prince 
of Brazil, in the Flower of his Age, beloved and admired by 
his Subjects, his eldeſt Daughter on the Throne of Spain, 
and his other Children the Support of his declining Years. 
do that few Princes in our Memory have reigned more hap- 
pily, and none at this Juncture enjoys a fairer Proſpect, more 
eſpecially if the Negociation ſucceeds for eſpouſing one of his 


into Grand-daughters to the eldeſt of the Arch-dukes of Auſtria. 

[ to] As for the Intereſts of Portugal, they may be divided into 
oke Political, which regard their Poſſeſſions in N and Com- 
had mercial, which reſpects their Dominions in Aſia, Africa, and 
Pa fmerica. As to the firſt, there is no doubt that it conſiſts in 
Title maintaining Peace ; a Point to which his. preſent Majeſty has 


been always well inclined, and has thereby preſerved Quiet to 
his Subjects, in the midſt of all the Broils of Europe. There 
i; no doubt the Power of the Houſe of Bourbon has been, and 
there is no Reaſon to ſuſpect that it will not remain, formidable 
to this Kingdom; and hence ariſes the Neceflity that Portu— 
7 is under, of living upon good Terms with the Maritime 
owers, and more eſpecially with Great Britain. It is indeed 
kying no more than Truth, that there is ſcarce any Inſtance 
in Hiſtory of a more laſting and ſincere Friendſhip, than has 
ubfiſted, for near a Century paſt, between the two Crowns ; 
and as it is their mutual Intereſt that it ſhould ſubſiſt, there 


1c tems to be no Ground to ſuſpect it will not do ſo. While 
uta this continues, and while Great-Britain maintains her Superio- 
_ ity at Sea, Portugal can hardly ever be in danger. 

ſtile 


As for the northern Crowns, ſhe has very little to do with 
them, or they with her; and as for the Jtaliau States, it is 
2 » nor 
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not eaſy to conceive how any Differences ſhould ariſe betwe 

them and his Portugueſe Majeſty ; and if there ſhould, it is = 
eaſy for him to do himſelf Juſtice. There were formerly lon, 
and bloody Wars between the Subjects of this Crown and th, 
Moors; but as their Cauſes are now ceaſed, their Conſequence: 
are ſunk with them. We muſt however except the piratic;! 
States of Barbary, which are in conſtant War with Portycal 
becauſe they are conſtant Gainers by it; but whenever a mor. 
tial and active Prince, as the Prince of Brazil is reputed to be 
{hall be ſeated upon that Ihrone, he will not find it 2 very 


difficult Matter to put his Navy in ſuch a Condition, as may | 
impoſe Reſpect upon thoſe thieviſh People, whoſe Deprea- 
tions are a Scandal to all the European Powers, who might ca- ö 
tily cruſh them at once, inſtead of continuing to pay Tri. | 
bute to an inſignificant Race of Rovers, that owe their Im. | 
punity merely to the Negligence and Want of publick Spirit in 


thoſe, who ought long ago to have deſtroyed them, and may 


do it whenever they think fit. Let us now deſcend to the fc. 


cond Particular. 


As to the Commercial Intereſt of Portugal, it lies now | 


chiefly in the Hal, as it did formerly in the Ea/t-lndirs ; 
and in reſpect to Brazil, their Strength is ſo great, that they 
have no Reaſon to apprehend any thing from their Neigl— 
bours ; the only Danger to which they are expoſcd, is hom 
an Infurreftion of their own Negroes, which might indeed 
have very bad Conſequences. In the preſent State of Thing, 
this Colony is the moſt profitable in the World, ſince, con- 
ſidering the Proportion between the two Kingdoms, Poertigd 
draws more Profit from her Bragile, than Spain from both 
Mexico and Peru. It is otherwiſe in regard to ia, where 
from an Empire of almoſt incredible Extent, the Portugueſe 
Dominion is ſhrunk almoſt within the narrow Bounds of the 
little Peninſula of Gea. 

It has been often deliberated in the Council at Liſlen, whe- 
ther they ſhould not deſert even that, ſince in ſome Years it 
colts more to maintain it than it is worth. But of late we were 
told, that a Project has been formid, not for recovering tacit 
Dominions indeed, but tor reſtoring their Trade, and extend- 
ing their Commerce in the Fo/?-Indies, by reforming the 
Abuſes under which it has long ſuffered. If ever this is car- 
ried into Execution, it muſt be at a Time when the otter 
European Powers, that have Dominions in thoſe Parts, ale 3: 
War with each other; and therefore they could never expe 
a more favourable Juncture than the pait War, which 4 

nealected. 
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elected. If they had embraced it, there is no doubt that 
reign Merchants would have been ready enough to ſecure 
ir own Effects, * trading under Portugueſe Colours; and 
very few Years ractice of this kind would have chang- 
the Face of their Affairs in {zdia, and might poſſibly 
dare encouraged their Government at home to think ſe- 
noully of giving them all the Aſtſtance in their Power; the 
want of which has been moſt apparently the principal Cauſe of 
their Decline. | 

Before the Kingdom of Portugal was annexed to that of 
bein, her Monarchs were remarkable for their Attention to 
raval Power, to the Support of their Colonies, and whatever 
might extend their Commerce; and to this extraordinary 
Care of their Princes, the quick Growth of their maritime 
Force, and their amazing Progreſs in India was chiefly due. 
But while a Province to Hain, all this funk as faſt as it roſe, 
2nd before the Portugueſe could extricate themſelves from this 
Dependence, they were almoſt undone. The defending their 
own Country next, and the recovering of Brazil, employed 
dl their Care, and theſe are their Excuſes for neglecting the 


Indies, But as all thoſe Burdens are now removed, as they 


ha g no ſecret Enemies to fear, no avowed Enemies to oppoſe 
them, they may certainly, by a timely and ſteady Appli- 
cation, reſtore the Face of Things in this Country; but 
to delay this, will very probably put it for ever out of their 
Power. 

Upon the Whole it may be truly ſaid, that under the pre- 
ſent and the latter Part of the laſt Reign, the Kingdom of 
Purtugal has had Time to recruit and recover its internal 
Strength, which was much exhauſted by fo long a War, as 
followed the raiſing the Houſe of Praganga to the Throne. 
f the Advantage thercfore of this Conjuncture be not loſt, 
but the Portugreſe avail themſelves ſome way or other of an 
Interval that leaves them entirely at Liberty, there is no 
Queſtion they may make a very diiferent Figure in the next 
Century, from what they did in the lait, or do at picſent. But 
i as I ſaid, they let this Occaſion entirely ſlip, and ſtay till 
Europe ſettles upon its old Foundation, when their Depen- 
dencey on Spain will be again felt, they may continue as in— 
conſiderable as ſome Writers have taken a Pleaſure to repre- 
{ent them. | : 

But this will be their own, that is, the Fault of their Go— 
ernment. For when the great Powers are embarraſicd, then 


te leſſer States have an Opportunity of becoming, by ſome 
bold 
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bold Meaſure, which may be taken before any of their Neigh. bee 


bours are well acquainted with their Views, powerful and inde. ich 

ndent. If a Plan for regulating what little belongs to thaw = cnc 
in the Indies, had been fixed a Year after the War began, on 
they might have been, by this Lime, as formidable there as ar c the 
except the Dutch; and the French would have connived 5 It 


and aſſiſted them as the weakeſt Side, till they made them more Kind 
conſiderable than the reſt, and then they would have repented dency, 
of their good Offices, and endeavoured to ruin them. Yet their her m 
firſt Run of 2 Fortune might well enable them to ſtand or upo 


firm, and the Remembrance of paſt Misfortunes inſpire them witho! 
with juſt Principles, litter 
This being conceived, and attentively promoted, is a very till it 


feaſible Scheme for reviving their paſt Glory, and reſtoring na- Wl Cr 
val Power to the Portugueſe, who muſt attempt ſomewhat of likewi! 
this kind, if they really mean to raiſe up their Heads again Force 
and rival that Reputation they had before Don Sebaſtian, by Meaſu 
invading Barbary, deſtroyed himſelf, his Army, and the Inte- 1s dire 
reſts of his Subjects, which it had coſt his Anceſtors ſo much ever th 
to acquire. It is true this might have been undertaken with her Ow 
much greater dag. of Succeſs while the War continued, perienc 
at which Seaſon theſe Conjectures were firſt advanced; but it . 
is far from being too late, even now, if Things are maturely 
conſidered before they are carried into Execution, and are then operate 
executed without Precipitation. It is a Point of great Conſe- 3 wel 
quence to thoſe who would underſtand the Intereſts of Eura, Trade, 
to reflect on paſt Events, and to ſpeculate freely upon what tons, 
may poſſibly happen in Time to come. 
e have an Inſtance of this, with reſpect to the Country ticks . 
of which we are now treating, that ought not to be paſſed it will 
over in Silence. A Reſolution was taken laſt Year in the Coun- ſhould | 
cils of Portugal, and carried into Execution, by which, under et wh 
Colour of repreſſing Luxury, ſome ſevere Edits have ben vill be 
publiſhed, which have had a bad Effect upon Trade. This 
ſhews that his Portugueſe Majeſty has either forgot or changed 
his Sentiments on the Point formerly diſcuſied with the Lord 
Viſcount Gahkvay, which ſooner or later, he may have Occt- 
caſion to repent. There is no doubt at all to be made, that 
the capital Maxim in Government is the Welfare of the Peoyle, 
but as the Neglect of this is criminal, ſo Miſtakes about it may 
be fatal. A Prince can never be too much commended fot 
keeping that Maxim con.:antly in View, but at the ſame 
time it is of the utmoſt Importance to him, that it be the 
roughly underſtood, We will not enter into a long politic 
Diklertauon 
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Nifſertation upon ſo ſelf-evident a Point, but content ourſelves 
with applying what has been already laid down, and which 
4nnot be diſputed, to the Matter before us, becauſe this will 
t once contribute to the Information, and to the Entertainment 
of the Reader. | 

It has been already demonſtrated, as far as Things of this 
Kind will admit of Demonſtration, that the Safety, Indepen- 
tency, and Proſperity of Portugal muſt depend either upon 
her maintaining a firict Conjunction with her natural Allies, 
or upon her acquiring a Strength ſufficient to ſuſtain herſelf, 
without having Recourſe to any foreign Aſſiſtance. But as the 
latter is a thing very difficult to do, ſo beyond all Queſtion 
ill it can be brought about, it will never be good Policy in 
this Crown to run any hazard as to the former. Now we have 
tkewiſe ſhewn, that till Portugal ſhall have acquired a naval 
Force ſuperior to that of her Neighbours, ſhe muſt, in ſome 
Meaſure, depend upon that of Great-Britain, and therefore it 
i; directly contrary to her true Intereſt to take any Step what- 
ever that may be either prejudicial to that Force upon which 
her own Safety depends, or which may weaken thoſe Ties Ex- 
perience has ſhewn to have been hitherto ſtrong enough upon 
ary Emergency to intitle her to that Aſſiſtance, Whatever 
the Commerce between Great-Britain and Portugal, 
operates to the Diſadvantage of the laſt mentioned Crown, as 
s well by leſſening our naval Force, which depends upon 
Trade, as by weakening the Connections that unite the two Na- 
tions, and are of equal Conſequence to both. 

It may indeed be pretended, that if this new Scheme of Poli- 
ticks ſhould not leſſen the Portugueſe Commerce in general, 
t will be of no great Conſequence to that Crown, tho' there 
ſhould happen fome Variation in the Manner of carrying it on, 
jet when this ſhall be maturely and candidly conſidered, it 
vill be found there is no Ground at all for ſuch a Pretence. 
The Kingdom of Portugal mult be furniſhed with Commodities 
and Manufactures from other Countries; but it does not follow 
from thence, that it is a Matter indifferent from what Coun- 
ties ſhe derives them. It may be, that a Part of her Trade 
May fall to the Share of the Subjects of a Crown, the natural 
Intereſts of which are contrary to her own or they may fall into 
tie Hands of a People, who have no Regard to any Body's 
Intereſt but their own; and in ſuch a Situation of Things, it 
certainly behoves the Portugueſe to be attentive rather in keeping 
w their Commerce with thoſe who will, for that very 
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n, conuider the Intereſts of Portugal as their own. 
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Tf this Method of arguing be not concluſive, in a Point of « 
Nature, there 1s _— that can be ſo; for Commerce 1; 
longer a Bleffing to a Country, than the Conſequences of 
are beneficial to that Country, 
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We muſt indeed allow, that ſuppreſſing of Luxury, encoy. Tos 
raging Frugality, and providing for the Stay of Riches amongſt yo 
the Body of a People, in whatever manner they acquire them, n 
are Points that deſerve the Attention of a Government, and 1 
more cſpecially of a Government true to its own Intereſts, Ks 
But theſe can never be properly attended to, if all the Con. Necefſit 
ſcquences that may follow them, are not foreſeen and provided tt of 
for. When Luxury is purely the Effect of prodigious & they 
Wealth, it requires much Circumſpection in providing a ſuitz- ; viven 
ble Cure for ic; but when Luxury proceeds from an unequal == 
Liſtribution of Wealth, 1 with proper Encouragements rudi 
wiil work an caſy and an effectual Cure. On the other ene 
Hand, 1-:ced Frugality may have very bad Effects, and pro- hs bm 
due In a thort time Evils attended with worſe Conſequences wiet, at 
ti thoſe that are apprehended from Luxury, It may, indeed * thin 
i: 2ſt create a very unequal Diſtribution of Wealth; for if 18 
the who were poſicſied of Money, arc forced to fave it whe- fmpruar 
the they will or not, numbers will be driven to downright bee true 
\\ art, who would otherwiſe have ſubſiſted very well upon te Natu 
that Dillipation, which was looked upon as a Calamity. Theſe & thoſe 
are Things that merit very ſerious Reflection in all Coun- Where tl 
tries, but more cſpecially in Portugal, where if the Minds of of! 
the noble and the rich are not taken up with ſplendid I rifles, Uater tc 
it is a thouſand to one that they are occupicd by worſe Ob- kay La 
jects. An hiſtorical Inſtance will ſet this Matter in a very ful tural ar 

nd proper Light. ich a Pe. 
; When the Inhabitants of Portugal had juſt thrown off the bem, o 
Yoke of Spain, the Conde Duke d'Olivarez conſulted with a noble « publict 
Cencſe, who had great Credit with him, as to the Means y dose! 
which this Country might be reduced, for now, faid that great s in 
Miniſter, the King muſt recover his Rights by the Swors, es on 
and add to his other Titles that of Conqueſt; but the Buſinek he Bark, 
is where to begin, and what Meaſures we ought to take, i cher 
order to meaken the Enemy molt ? To this, the crafty Genz/e WW... 
aniwered, the beſt Method is to leave them in Peace. There ige it 
are many of the noble Families in that Country immenicly h dwel 
rich, and if theſe are not alarmed by the Apprehention oi ed. 
common Danger, they will infallibly fall out amongſt then- r parti 
teives and do your Buſineſs. There is a Reſtleſ1.cis in ws kve a 


Spirit of that Nation which will not ſuffer them to coy 
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deir Wealth in Peace. The Conde Duke followed this Ad- 
ice, and it did not ſucceed; but it was ſo very near ſucceeding 
tat it ſhewed plainly he that gave it had judged right. | 

t is very probable that what this Man ſaid of the Portugueſe 
hen may be {till true, for while their Government continues 
de fame, the Humours of Nations ſeldom alter. If therefore 
his reſtleſs Temper is allowed to ſpend itfelf in Dreſs, Furni- 
me, Equipage, Diverſions, and ſuch other Articles ot Expence ; 
his may contribute to the publick Tranquillity, and muſt of 
Neceſſity diſperſe the Riches of the Great among the meaner 
fort of 3 and of theſe the moſt Induſtrious will, as it is 
{& they ſhould, have the greateſt Share. But if a ſudden Check 
$given to this before ſuch as laviſh their Money have taken 
nether Turn in employing it, this may become the Source cf 
&ftruftive Factions among the Great, and of as deſtructive 
hdigence among the Mechanicks and lower fort of People; 
te former will find themſelves on a ſudden too rich to be 
quit, and the latter will become poor enough to venture upòn 
in thing that may procure a Subſiſtence. 

[t may be faid in anſwer to this, that in many Countries 
kmpruary Laws have had very good Effects; which is certainly 
ery true; but then the Cauſes of this muſt be looked for in 
he Nature of the Government, under which the Inhabitants 
& thoſe Countries lived, and the Diſpoſition of the Puopl-. 
Where the Wealth of a Nation ariſes from annual Impu.n- 
bons of intrinſick Riches from their Colonics, it will boo hand 
Matter to inſpire Induſtry, at icaſt ſuch an induttry as femp— 
try Laws are calculated to promote; and therefore it is uii- 
wtural and impolitick to venture laying legal Reſtraints upon 
Wha People; for the true Way to moderate Luxury amongſt 
bem, muſt be by encouraging Ae of another Kind, and 
 publick Utility. If therefore the Court of Portugal, inſtead 
i thoſe Edicts, had encouraged the Neli!ity to intereſt them- 
es in Expeditions to the Indies, for improving their dettle- 
tents on the Coaſt of Africa, or to fit out Squadrons againſt 
be Barbary Corſairs; this would have done effectually what 
& other either will not do, or if it docs, will introduce Di- 
pers infinitely more dangerous and deſperate than the 
Hale it was calculated to remove. 

h dwelling ſo long upon this Subject, we have been in- 
ced chiefly by two Motives, the firſt general, and the 
UN 7 particular, 1 

nv ave a true Notion of Matters of this Naturc, with which 
©," Ekpirics are much inclined to meddle, and with which 
I oy 
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n general, it is a Point of great Conſequence. 


* 


E 
if they are ſuffered to meddle, they ſeldom fail of creating Coy 
fuſion; for it is no ſuch eaſy Matter as ſome imagine tal 
reftify the Manners of Mankind by Laws, though it may | 
ſafely and advantageouſly done by Examples. In Countries tat 
derive their Wealth from Trade, or from the Produce of ther 
foreign Settlements, ſuch Attempts are moſt dangerous, as tl, 
Mechaniſm of their Conſtitutions is very complicated, ng 
ought therefore never to be tamper'd with, for fear that whil 


the correcting ſome ſmall Inconvenience is endeavoured, t 2 
whole Machine ſhould be put into Diſorder, and what was in TH 
tended for publick Service, become unexpectedly the Ground D 
publick Diſturbance. . 
As to the particular Motive, we have a ſing ar and ſpeci; ter 
Intereſt in whatever regards the Welfare of une Crown g «wh 
Portugal; its Subjects are our old, our natural, and our uſc the 
Allies; we have been benefited by our Commerce with them, a 
they have derived great Advantages from ou: Friendſhi 
Beſides, the Crown of Portugal is one of thoſe Puwers, that whil H 
it regards its own Intereſts muſt remain attached to the co. 1m a 
Cauſc, by which I mean the Liberty and Independency of E !heatre 
rope, the preſerving to every Kingdom and State its juſt Kl ext: 
of purſuing its own Welfare, according to its own Conſtit Ituation 
tion, which as it is a common Benefit to all, is very prop n Rep 
ly ſtiled the common Cauſe, in Oppoſition to thoſe arbitraWWnth cac 
Syſtems by which ſome overgrown and deſpotick Crown, Jace of 
ſome ambitious and overbearing Family is made the Cent Ad an 
about which other ſecondary States muſt move, as the PlangWP"vcd t! 


do about the Sun, with this Difference, that as the one is; 
cording to the Law of Nature, ſo the other is in direct D 
fiance of it, as the Conſequences in both Caſcs plainly prove, 


1 
CHAP. XIII. 


ſaccinèt Deſcription of ITALY, the Powers af 

eſent in Pee, of it, their Forces, Reve- 
nues, and T ade. The Nature of the BALANCE 
in that Count y, whence it has been ſo often in 
Tanger; and why thoſe Pixcers of Europe in- 
tereſt themſelves jo mucb for its Preſer ation, 
which are net connec. ed with ITALY by any of 
the uſual Lies. 


i 


HE great and fruitful Country of 7taly has been, as high 
as Hiſtory records, either the Seat of Empire, or the 


dis extenſive and beautiful Peninſula was then in the ſame 
Mution that it now is, cantoned out into various little States 
nd Republicks, all living in Diftruſt, at leaſt, if not in War 
mth each other. The Roman Commonwealth changed the 
Ire of Things by ſwallowing up all, and making herſelf the 


n . 
cy liked and Miſtreſs of /taly. The Diviſion ot her Empire 
Plang proved the Ruin of it, and the Provinces adjacent to /taly 
e is king loſt, the barbarous Nations that conquered them very 


an became Maſters even I the Imperial City of Reme, and 
inided Italy once more into ſeparate Principalitics, all of which 
Wie been extrean” *, ſubje& to Revolutions, ſometimes from 
ſuperior Power of foreign Invaders, and as often from 
e Effects of inteſtine Commotions ; ſo that no Hiſtory is 
& of Events, and conſcquently more capable of gratiiyi:.g 
& Curioſity, and fixing the Attention of a Reader, than that 
dis Country. But to enter into this is not our Buſineſs; it 
ud be a Work of great Extent, and prodigious Varicty, 
ply entertaining and highly uſcful. All we aim at, is 0 
We ſuch a Repreſentation of its prof. tit State, as may en: ble 
e Reader clcarly to comprehend te Grounds of the high 
xation that is paid to the i.allance of Fower there; by ſhew- 
Y briefly as we can, how it is divided, what are the Titles 
't preſent Poſſeſiors, their comparative Fu: 2 and Inter: lis, 
d other Circumſtances of a like Nature, at may ſet in 
Foxcr Light the Diſputes that have. been lately compoſed, 

5 B b 2 and 
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Theatre of War. According to the carlieſt Accounts we have, | 
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and thoſe latent Pretenſions, which it is ſuſpected may pro. | 5 
duce in our Times further Diſturbances. 1 
We have different Computations of the Extent of Jah, - 5 
according to the different Notions. that ancient and modern Dow 
Authors have entertained of the proper Bounds of this Coun. . 
try; but not to trouble the Reader with Geographical Niceties, 152 
which have ſcarce any thing to do with our Deſign, and would her N 
contribute little or nothing to his Information. Let it ſuffice, Ther 
that from the Frontiers of Switzerland to the Extremity of the © Pure 
Kingdom of Naples, it is about ſeven hundred and fifty Miles "0. ; 
Length; and from the Frontiers of the Dutchy of Savvy to tho mar a 
of the Dominions of the State of Venice, which is its greatel 77 
Breadth, about four hundred, though in ſome Parts it is ſcarce Ai 
a fourth Part ſo broad. As to its Situation, it is bounded 9 i 
the Weſt by the Alps, which ſeparates it from the adjacent yy 
Provinces of France; on the North it is likewiſe bounded þ 15880 
the Alps; and on the Eaſt by the Dominions of the Houſe —_— 
Auſtria ; on the one Side it is waſhed by the Mediterran . 
from the County of Nice to the Coaſts of the Kingdom e pu 
Naples; and on the other by the Adriatict and the Gulph W..: : 
Venice; a narrow Streight divides it from the fruitful Ifland . 
Sicily, which however has been in all times reckoned a Part of if Ut þ 
The Soil and Climate, in different Parts, are as oppoſite 2 nes 
can well be imagined. In Switzerland, and the Country e The In 
the Griſons, the Mountains are as high as in _ at eme 
Europe, the Earth barren, and the Air bleak and 5 . 
Plains of Lombardy again, are juſtly ſtiled the Garden 0 2 Wn 
rope, as well on Account of their F ertility, as the _— te Dul 
Plotntnek of the Climate ; in the Dominions of the urcl * 
and in the Kingdom of Naples, the Heat in 3 is 2 * 
ſive, to which however they are indebted for 7 - _—_ 
Fruits, and the moſt odoriferous Flowers, as well 2 0 e 
Wine, Silk, and other valuable Commodities. oy 3 
There are few Countries in the World better watere 5 ann, 
this, in reſpect to Springs, Rivulets, ſmall and pr EY 
as well as large Rivers. Thus bountiful dealt wm p The gun 
ture, it has alſo, from the Ry and ef 0 1 ſi 
habitants, been eſteemed the Mother of Arts and 2 ar 
in reſpect to the reſt of Eurepe ; its Reputation 15 ras Confede 
with regard to the firſt, that the Tour of /taly is on 76 "WW There a 
the neceſſary Concluſion of a polite Education; an , x 
rence to the latter, though the Trade of 7taly is {oy oY ting 
to what it was, yet the Ports of Genea, Leg 11 heme 
and Venice, to ſay nothing of thoſe in Sicily, make e 


V 
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wy great Figure, and derive vaſt Advantages to the Sove- 
dens in wh ſe Dominions they are ſituated. Beſides all this, 
be ſeveral Countries of Italy have ſuch Funds of natural Riches, 
ni the People re ſo happy at improving as well as in- 
renting Manufactures, that they ſtand in need only of ſome 
u ourable Juncture to revive their ancient Spirit, and to make 
gest a Figure as their Anceſtors did in compariton with 
ther Nati ons. 

There is no kind of Government ſubſiſting in any Part 
o Eurape, of which ſomething of the like Kind is not to be 
Hund in Ttaly. As to the Sovereignty of the Pope, it is pe- 
aliar to this Country, as it is inveſted in a ſpiritual Perſon, 
nd yet is altogether a temporal Power excrciſed as abſolutely, 
nd, as is generally ſuppoſed, with more Policy than in any other 
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* Monarchy. The Dominions of thoſe two crowned Heads (for 
8 t the that lie within its Limits, are thoſe 
Id þ z jet there are no more) amits, ofe 
ui WY «bis Sardinian Majeſty at one End, and of the King of the 
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(wo Sicilies at the other. The Dutchy of Milan, once the 
krieſt and richeſt in this Part of the Won, together with 
the Dutchy of Mantua and its Dependencies, belong to the 
uguſt Houſe of Auſtria. His Imperial Majeſty is conſidered 
x one of the Italian Powers, not only in that Capacity by 
which he claims a Title, paramount to the greateſt Part, if net 
the whole, but particularly alſo as Grand Duke of Tuſcany. 
The Infant Duke of Parma is at length in Poſſeſſion of a 
&tlement compoſed not only of that Dutchy, and of Pla- 
aa, which was the Patrimony of his Anceſtors by the 
Mother's Side, but likewiſe of Gua/tella. His Serene Highneſs 
the Duke of Modena holds that Dutchy and Reggio, together 
al with the Dutchy of Mirandola; and beſides theſe, there 


4 ve ſome other leſſer Princes who would take it ill if they 
s O rere not ſtiled Sovcreigns, The Republick of Venice is an un- 

HJ fixed Ariſtocracy, ſtill venerable for the Wiſdom of its Go— 
4 th fernment, as heretofore formidable by the Extent of its Do- 
Li: Pinion, as well as great naval Force. The Republick of Genoa 
by Mn Ariſtocracy alſo, but not quite ſo pure as that of Venice. 
10 The Swiſs Cantons, the Griſons their Allies, and the City of 
\me 6-294, are fo many different Republicks, each having its par- 
Goh (cular Form of Government, but owing their Strength to their 
dere Confederacy, which renders them truly great and formidable. 
in t There are, beſides theſe, two free States, the Dominions of which 
notti re ſurrounded by thoſe of Sovereign Princes, to whom notwith- 


lar ding they owe nothing by way of Obedience, or even of 
Bomige ; the firſt of which is the Commonwealth of Lucca 
Bb 3 in 


DT TY 
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zu the Neighbourhood of T½ ary, and the latter th 
lick of St. Marino in the Midſt of the Lopes e Repub- 


ries. 


Territo. 


Such is the Diſtribution of Power in Itahy; and in the fis. 
porting <'41S Diſtribution and maintaining each of theſe Princes! 


a d Sta is in their reſpective Rights, ſo as to prevent tha 
encroaching upon each «ther, or being overborn by a forci-y 
Force, conſiſts the Preſervation of the Ballance in Itah. "1 


Term very ſignificant in Policy, and originally invented here, ] 


where it is perfectly well underſtood, though not always prac- 
tiſcd ; for if it were, the Powers in /taly necd not the A8. 
ance of Foreigners to keep it ſteady, ſince how ſmall or Weak 


ſoever ſome of them may appear when conſidered ſcparatdy, 


yet the Conjunction of their Forces would be at all Tiny 
found ſufficient to defend this Country from Invaſions. 
This may appear ſtrange, and perhaps incredible, conf. 
derins the Figure that Italian Princes have generally made in 
the Wars that have happened in our time. The Fact ;; 
ney -rtheleſs true. For firſt with regard to Troops, thoug! the 


Militia in many of the Principalities are very indifferent, andf 


the regular Forces much fitter for Shew than for Uſe ; yet this 
ought to be reputed the Effects of Luxury and bad Govcrn- 
ment; for in former I'imes, as the moſt authentick Hiſtories 
ſhew, theſe Countries bred as good Soldiers as any in Eurtbe. 
In the next Place let it be obſcrved, that there is hardly any 
foreign Service in which /zalian Officers have not diſtinguiſucd 


themſclves; and if we look into the Records of the two lat 


Cencurics, we ſhall find the Names of Italian Heroes, wha 
in Point of Courage and Conduct were little inferior to thoſe 
of Antiquity. To fay the Truth, moſt of the great Houſs 
in Italy were founded by illuſtrious Soldiers, and there is no 
doubt that if a true Spirit of Liberty prevailed, they would 
v ry ſoon become famous again. As it is, the $w;/s and the Gri- 
9:5 furnith in other People's Quarrels as good Infantry as any 
in the Worid ; his Sardinian Majeſty's Troops have acquired a 
juſt Reputation in the three laſt Wars, and the Inſurrection ofthe 
Genoeſe Peaſants ſhew what might be expected from the Valour 
of ſe who knew what they were fighting for. All the Strengt! 
of Italy collected, is rather under than over computed at one 
hurd ed and forty thouſand Men, which in their own Countn 
and for their own Defence, thoſe Princes and Powers that rails 
them might ver, well maintain, ſince if it were not for a vail 
Aﬀectation of Shew and Magnificence, and a ſtill vainer Pro- 
peality to coſtiy Superſtition, the Subjects of the /talian Po- 
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nates would be very far from wanting wherewith to defray 
+ an Armament for the general Security. 

put after all, notwithſtanding that the Ballance of Power is 
% common Intereſt of all theſe Princes and States, notwith- 
landing that they know this better than Strangers poſi.bly can 
is and are as well ſatisfied of it as can be will cd, yct ſo it 
that with all their Penetration and Prudence, ſome or other 
them are continually deluded by ſpecious Views and flatter- 
»» Promiſes, to act againſt what they are convinced is their 
mu: and great Intereſt, which would certainly appear a Thing 
ronſtrous and abſurd, if it happened no where but in Jtaty, 
ul muſt on the contrary appear ver” natural and probaule 
w any imvartial Politician who is well acquainted with the 
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Ware of Mankind, and who is ſenſible that notwithſtanding 

nf. dir Circumipection and Gravity, the Inhabitants of Tracy 

enen like their Neighbours, Men; having the fame or Per- 


O 
s ſtronger Paſſions, and conſequently very capable of being 


t is ; 
wucht upon when the Hopes of gratifying thoſe Paſſions are 


90 
1 dec in a full, though at the ſame time in a f.llacious Light. 
this their Writings and in their Diſcourſcs, you ſce the Benchts 
«WT he Lallance perfectly cxplained, and the Errors of their 
orice inccltors in calling now the French, then the Spaniards, often 
ene, ii: Germans, into tab, very judiciouſiy exploded, while the 
ne thing is practiſed by themfclves to this very Day. Nor 
len <1 the ſtrongeſt Forcſight diſcern, when this Infatuation will 
\ lat _ 


the Truth of the Matter is, that the Influence of the two 
gt Houſes of Aufiria and Bourbon, have in our Days chiefly 
entributed to keep the Scale in almoſt conſtant Motion, and 
kacnever there has bcen any little Receſs, it has laſted no 
ger than till the filent Intrigucs of the Partiſans of one or 
Gar of theſe Houſes have been able to pave the Way for new 
Dhutes. Sometimes it has been thourht for the Intereſt of 
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red oY to rid themſclves entirely of one Houſe by the Aſſiſtance 
the the other, and when this has been in a good Veaſure effect- 
Aout © it the Lxpence of much Bloodſhed and Conſuſion, Ixpe- 
non dene has ſhewn them their Miſtake, in conſequence of wi ich 
one ©) have entered into a new War to ſet Things right again. 


Uther Nations more at a Diſtance, find ti emſelves ſtrongly 


untr) | 
tercſted in the Preſcrvation of the Ballance from a Variety 


raile 


v Motives, but principally from theſe two; firſt, becauſe their 
Pro- de in the Aediterrancan muſt ſuffer excecdingly it the 
Po- hnce in Itah be deſtroyed ; and ſecondly, this Ballance 


5928 
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8 attended to, becauſe a Diverſion on the Side of Italy proves 
B b 4 Cſten 
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often a Thing of the laſt be poems in the Caſe of a gener 


War, the very Apprehenſion o 
rable Part of the Forces of each of the contending Hou. 
from being employed where they might be of moſt Prejulic 


to thoſe owers, who for this Reaſcn make the Ballance of! 


Ttaly ſo much their Concern. 


hatever there may be, either dark or difficult, in the. 


ſhort and general Reflections, will be rendered very perſpicucus 


by what follows; for we will now treat of theſe 1talion PG. 


tentates ſeparately and diſtinctly, in order to give the Reader 


( 


a competent Idea of their comparative Strength, the Nature | 


their particular Intereſts, and the Means by which they bare 


been wrought upon from the Deſire of bettering theſe, to fac. 


fice from time to time that Safety and Security, which wo 


certainly reſult from adhering to their general Intereſt of pre. 
erving the Ballance, which being built upon this Princip, 
that Princes and States be content with their own, and purſug] 


the Good of their Subjects without Prejudice to their Neizh- 


bours, is a Thing always to be wiſhed, but at the ſame time 


hardly ever to be expected. 


. 


The modern Hiſtory, political Intereſts, and Cui 


nections, of the Dukes of Savoy, Kings /, Sicily 
and Sardinia. 


HE Dominions of his Sardinian Majeſty, conſidered a 

Duke of Savoy, and Prince of Piedmont, have been alwars 
regarded as the Key of Ttaly, on the Side of France; and in 
latter Times this Prince has been juſtly looked upon 25 the 
natural Maſter of the Ballance in Itah; not that his Doni- 
nions even now, when by various Acquiſitions they are be- 
come much ſuperior to what they were under any of his An- 
ceſtors, qualify him to give Law to his Neighbours, or even 
to ſecure himſelf from the bad Effects of a general Allianc 
againſt him; but upon the Score of its being his Intereſt t 
affect Peace rather than War ; and becauſe while he remains 


firm to his own Intereſt, Reaſon and Experience ſhew, that he 


will never want Allies willing to give him all the Aſſiſtanc 
he wants for the Preſervation of his own Territories, and 
Maintaining 
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cal} muintaining that Syſtem, upon which their Security and his 


ide. own Grandeur muſt always depend. 
uſcs To trace the Family of Savoy to its Origin, and to enter 
dice into a long Detail of what has happened to its Princes in Times 


we have promiſed to the Reader; and therefore we ſhall aſcend 
no higher than Victor Amadeus the Second, the Father of his 
preſent Sardinian Majeſty, and who in his Life-time was eſteem- 
el one of the greateſt Captains, as well as one of the ableſt 
politicians in Europe. He was likewiſe of allthe Princes of 
his Time beſt verſed in the Buſineſs of Negociation, which 
derefore he never truſted at all to his Miniſters, who were ſeldom 
xcquainted with his I reatics till they came to T:gning, and ſome- 
times not then. His whole Study was the Ballance of Itah, 
which he perfectly underſtood and ſteadily purſucd. His Situation 
made this requiſite, his Penctration brought this very early 
to his Notice, and having once conceived its Importance, it 
became his Rule of Action to his Life's End. 

He ſucceeded his Father Duke Charles Emanuel, in the Year 
1675, and that by a very ſurprizing Accident. He was then 
z Boy, and had juſt begun his Exerciſes ; his Father, who had 
z true Foreſight of his great Qualities, was extremely fond of 
him, and coming one Day to ſee him ride, the young Prince 
had the Misfortune to be thrown from his Horſe, with ſuch 
Violence that thoſe about him cried out he was killed, which 
fected Duke Charles Emanuel to ſuch a Degree, that he 
inted upon the Spot, and died in a few Days of the Fright. 
tis Mother, the Dutcheſs Dowager of Savoy, governed his 
Deminions during the Minority of Victor Amadeus; and when 
he had attained to an Age fit for Marriage, ſhe negociated u 
Match for him with the Infanta, who was then eſteemed Heir- 


| > of the Kingdom of Portugal, which was carried fo far, 
" uu tht the Duke de Cadeval came with a Portugueſe Squadron to 
OM 


Nie, in order to have carried his Highneſs to Liſbon. 
hut the young Prince ſuſpecting that he might loſe his he- 
nditary Countries, and poſſibly miſs of the foreign Crown he 
"s ſeeking, changed his Mind ſuddenly, and broke off the 
Marriage. It would carry this Article into too great a Length, 
Werwiſe we might from this briſk Reſolution in ſo young 
Prince, and the Conſideration on which it was founded, 
bey how very early in ſome Minds the Seeds of political 
nce appear, and that Faculty of judging (as it were) by 
2 ingle Glance, on which Side the Advantage lies, a Thing 


wdly ever to be taught, But to procced, ſome time 2 * 
z 


re be- 
is An- 
r even 
lian 
reſt to 
mains 
hat he 
iſtanc 
5 ans 
21010 


aft, would not contribute much to the Performance of what 
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he eſpouſed Auna Maria of Orleans, the eldeſt Daughter cf 
Philip of Orleans, only Brother to the late Lewis XIV. hy 
Henrietta Maria, Daughter of our King Charles I. So th; 
he became nearly allied to our Royal Family; and his Sen 
the preſent King of Sardinia, is the firſt Prince of the Popch 
Line, after the Heirs Male of the Houſe of Stuart, but cn. 
cluded from this Succeſhon by the Act of Settlement. 

It was in virtue of this Marriage that in the Beginning ct 
his Reign the Duke of Savoy went into the Meaſurcs cf 
France, and at the Inſtigation of Lewis XIV. began a violent 
Perſecution againſt his Proteſtant Subjects in the Vallies, 
about the Year 1685, which threw his whole Country into 


Blood and Confuſion. But it was not long before he percciv. | 
ed his Error, and that nothing could be fo fatal to a Prince 

9 ; Jon of his Subjects. He was alſo 
convinced that the French Monarch meant him no better than 
the reſt of his Neighbours ; and therefore when the firſt grand 
Alliance was formed at the Hague in 1690, he took care to 
be included in it, and ventured fo far as to ſtake his Do- 


as depriving himſelf of a great 


minions, to preſerve his Independency. 


His Succeſs in that War was but indifferent; his Troops 


were not ſo well diſciplined as thoſe of France, and he had not 


himſelf acquired that Experience in the Art of War, fir | 


which he became afterwards ſo remarkable. He perſiſted how- 
ever in his Purpoſe, though he loſt the Battle of Szaffard, and 
moſt of the ſtrong Towns in his Dominions that Year. But 
in the next the French were baffled before Cor ; and the Duke, 
to ſhew that he was not ſo deſpicable an Enemy as the Grand 
Monarch imagined, made an Irruption into Dauphiny, where 
he took Gap and Ambrun, and then returned into his own 
Dominions. This Incurſion had its Effect; for in 1693, 
Lewis XIV. propoſed, and the Duke accepted a ſeparate Peace, 
by which Nice, Suſa, Villafranca, and Montmilian, were te: 
ifored to him, as was alſo Pignerol, but the French thoupit 
fit to demoliſh it firſt, He obtained alſo three Vallies, and 
very conſiderable Sum of Money, as a Compenſation for tie 
L.o{s he had ſuſtained by the War. 7 
To attach him more firmly to his Intereſt, the French King 
conſented that the Duke of Burgundy, his eldeſt Grandlvr, 
ſhould marry the eldeſt Daughter of the Duke, and that his 


a : . zu ie 
Highneſs ſhould command his Troops in Itah againft his old 


Allies. After the general Peace, there happened ſome new Di 
ferences between him and France, which were compromiſes ) 


another Treaty in 1701, when the moſt Chriſtian King t10%29 
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nothing could ſtrengthen the Intereſt of Philip Duke of Arjor, 


Wm he had declared King of Spain, fo much as marrying 
| to the Houſe of Savoy; and therefore he conſented to his 
* WHT \atch with the ſecond Daughter of the Duke; and it was at 
de fame time agreed, that in caſe of a War, his Highneſs 
bod be Generaliflimo of the Army of the two Crowns in 
h. 


by this Step the Politicians at Yer/ailles imagined that they 
ad carried two great Points, that of fixing the Houſe of 
Say for ever in its Dependence upon the Beurbon Family, 
and providing for the Defence of the Spanih Dominions in 
ay, by putting them under the Protection of the pnly Power 


» ſooner ſuſpected his Royal Highneſs's Deſign, than he 
Quled a great Body of his Troops which had joined the 
I French 


to whereby they could be hurt; and it is very highly probable 
Ve that this Scheme of theirs would have taken Place in its full 
ice Wl Extent, if Louvois, who had then the greateſt Credit with 
Iſo [avis XIV. had not overturned it. He had conceived an un- 
an Wl reafonable and a very unaccountable Diſtaſte to the Duke of 
ind {:2y, and from the Brutality of his own Temper, was ſo far 
0 form concealing, that he expreſſed it in Terms ſo groſs and 
Jo- o abuſive, that no Gentleman could have borne, and which 
WY thcrcfore it was impolſlible that a Sovereign Prince ſhould not 
oPs reſent. 
not Vitor Amadeus conſidered, that if his cloſe Alliance with the 
for Houſe of Bourbon could not defend him from ſuch Treatment, 
o. his Succeſſors, when the Power of that Houſe ſhould be more 
anc WY excended than it was, would fink into a Degree of Dependence, 
But nore uneaſy and not Jeſs diſhonourable than downright Sub- 
Juke, [tion z he took therefore the glorious Reſolution of forget- 
Jrand ing the Ties of natural Affection for his Daughters, that he 
nere might ſupport the Dignity derived to him from his Anceſtors, 
on nd leave his Poſterity as free as, in ſpite of the Difficulties 
109% ty had to ſtruggle with, thoſe Anceſtors had left him. Such 
Peace, wre the Motives that threw him into the ſecond Grand Al- 
e Wi face, though at the Beginning Things did not ſeem to go 
o_ nuch better than when he entered into the firſt. The French 
* Fre every where ſuperior, he was ſurrounded by them on all 
„reg des, his Friends were at a Diſtance, and it required a good 
Ki Gl of Time before they would be able to act. 7 No Prince 
*. wild know this better than he, yet he proſecuted his Plan, and 
” * What he had concerted with the Wiſdom of a Politician, he 
hs od ported with the Magnanimity of a Hero. 
© Th The French King was no ſooner acquainted with, or rather 
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French Army to be ſeized and diſarmed; he ſent the Duke 4 
Vendonie into Piedmont, who took Verceil on one Side, while _ 
another Body of French Troops became Maſters of Suſa ; al 
Savoy was conquered, and the important Fortreſs of Mont; 
lian demoliſhed. The County of Nice was reduced ſoon after, 
and the greateſt Part of P:edmont by Degrees; at laſt Turin 
was inveſted, and the Duke ſaw himſelf upon the very Point 
of loſing every Foot of Ground he had. He bore his Misfor- 
tunes with Patience, he took his Meafures with Prudence, and 
with great Generoſity of Soul rejected the Terms that Lew; 
XIV. would have preſcribed, with this remarkable Expreſſion, 
that it was better for a Prince to ſtarve with Honour thay 
reign with Shame. The Imperial Army deſigned for the Re- 
lief of Turin, was commanded by a Prince of his own Houſe, 
the Great Eugene. His March appeared wonderful both to 
Friends and Enemies, and when he arrived in Ita, his Army 
was ſo much inferior to that of the Enemy, that the French 
boaſted he had taken ſo much Pains, and run ſo many Ha- 
zards, merely to facrihce them. 

Their Triumph was but ſhort ; the Prince attacked the Duke 
of Orleans in his Lines before Turin, beat him, and by a ſingle 
Victory recovered Piedmont, and ſaved Italy. This was in 
1706 ; the very next Year the Duke invaded France in hi 

urn, forced the Paſſage of the Var, marched directly thio 
Provence, and formed the Siege of Toulon, which miſcarried by 
Accidents it would require too much Room to relate. One 
Thirg is remarkable, the French with a Fury more than bar- 
barous, had deſtroyed all his fine Walks, and cut down all 
his fair Plantations near Turin; he had an Opportunity of 
returning this Compliment in Provence, by deſtroying their 
Mulberry, their Olive Trees, and their Capers ; but he di- 
dained it, and on the contrary, took all the Pains imaginz- 
ble to preſerve them. He continued the War with his own 
Forces, and obliged the French to keep an Army on that vice 
conſtantly to prevent his Irruptions, which weaken'd ther 
Forces elſewhere, and convinced them he was no contemptible 
Enemy. 

At the Concluſion of the Treaty of Utrecht, the late Queen 
Anne inſiſted upon the Ceſſion to him of the Kingdom of Sich, 
and took care that the Crown of Spain, failing the Heirs d 
Philip V. ſhould be entailed upon this Prince. France reſtored 
to him the Dutchy of Savey and the County of Nie, ans 
yielded to him likewiſe in Perpetuity the Valley of Prageiay 
with the Forts of Exilles, and Fene/trelles, with the Valles d 


uy 
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Jux, Bardonache and Chateau Dauphin; but on the other hand, 
he yielded the Valley of Barcelonette to the Crown of France. 
His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty likewiſe confirmed the Ceſſions that 
were made by the Emperor, of a Part of Montferrat, the Pro- 
vinces of Alexandria and Valentia, the Countries between the 
po and the Tenaro, the Lomelin, the Valley of Seſſia, and the 
Equivalent that was to be given for Vigevanaſco. 

All this contributed to make the King of Sicih, as he was 
now ſtiled, a very conſiderable Prince, and he would have ſoon 
become much more conſiderable, if he had remained longer 
in Poſſeſſion of Sicily, where he began to make himſelf very 
zoreeable to the People, by ſupporting the Authority of the 
Civil Government againſt the Clergy, who made uſe of their 
too great Wealth and Privileges to oppreſs and pillage the People. 
He had not time, however, as we have hinted, to bring his 
Deſigns to bear; the Spaniards, on the one hand, could not 
endure that he ſhould keep that Iſland, and the late Emperor 
Charles VI. on the other, kept up his Claim to it, and refolved 
to take the firſt Opportunity that ſhould offer of re-uniting 
it to his Kingdom of Naples. 

The Lovers of ſecret Hiſtory have reported, that Spain of- 
ſered to King Victor Amadeus, an Expedient for drawing him 
out of theſe Difficulties, which was the driving the {mperial- 
% out of Italy, and then granting him all that he could de- 
hre or expect; but they ſay likewiſe, that Spain inſiſted upon 
ax, the Prince of Piedmont delivered as a Hoſtage, which 
the King excuſed, upon account of the 'Tenderneſs the Queen 
his Mother had for that Prince; but at the ſame time offer'd 
the Prince de Carignan in his Stead, which was accepted ; but 
when the Time came for the Delivery, it was ſaid, that Prince 
had made his Eſcape, and was retired into France, which ſo 
iritated the Court of Madrid, that they immediately reſolved 
upon the Invaſion of Sicily. | 

That there was a Negociation ſet on Foot between this Mo- 
narch and the Spaniſh Court, I do not at all doubt; but as 
to the Tale of his giving Hoſtages, I look upon it as a Chime- 
a. Victor Amadeus was of another Temper, than to ſacrifice 
the Safety of his Heir Apparent, or any Prince of his Fa- 
mily, in ſuch a manner. The Uſe he made of that Treaty 
was to amuſe the Spaniſh Miniſters, and gain Time to take 
the beſt Meaſures poſſible, which, after mature Deliberation, 
he judged was ſtriking in with his old Allies, who about 
this Time concluded the Quadruple Alliance. All he could 
in was the Exchange of $:ly for Sardinia, which tho' 
a very 


| 
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a very great Loſs, was better than having nothing; but in a 
little Iime it ſecmed very douutful whether he would be able 
to obtain this, the anuiards making themſclves entirely Maſ. 
tes Ct it, at the ſame time that they attacked and con- 
quered a great Part of Szcily. Theſe Events paſſed in the 
Yeur 1718, when the Afaiis ef tis Monarch wore but 23 
11: crent AſpcE!, till Sir George Byng having entirely deſtroy. 
ed the Spaniſh Fleet, put it in the Power of the Jnpericli}, 
to make thumſelves Maſters of Szaly ; and fo far check'd hy 
Ambition, and humbled the Power of the Catholick King 
that he was once more content to abandon Sardinia, which - 


Conſ.quence of the Alliance before mentioned, was delivery | 


up t. Viftor Anadeus, who bore ever aſter the Title of hi: 
Sardinian Majeſty, and continucd alſo in Poſſeſſion of that 
J.i.nd, ſituated very near his other Dominions, and ve 
far from being in i ſeit an inconſiderable Acquiſition; though 
ccrainly much interior to the noble Kingdom of Sicily, that 
for Ge preſent fell under the Dominion of the Empery 
C:;arles VI. and con inued ſo many Years after, till in Con- 
ſequence of the Reſ-niment of his preſent Sardinian Majchy, 
it was once again recovered by the Bourbon Family, aid fe. 
mains {t.]] in their Poſſeſſion. 

As ſoon as the King found himſclf in ſome Meaſure fre 
from thoſe Troubles and Diſputes, wich which his Reign had 
hitherto been embarrailed, he ſet about the Execution gf 2 
I roject which had been long floating in his Mind; in ſhort, 
he compiied, or cauſed to be compiled under his Direction, 
a compleat Cop or Bey of Laws for the Uſe of his Subjcct, 
which he ordered to be publiſhed in 1723, by which he in 
a great meaſure freed his People from trivial and vexatiou 
Suits, and from the running into a tedious Length of ſuch 
as were more neceliary, The Lawyers were ſomewhat di- 
pleaſed wich this, but the King told them, “ what they lot 
« would be a Gain to their Poſterity, and that in Dominions 
& ſo narrow as his, and ſome of them not over fruittul, it 
& was inconſiſtent with common venſe to grant an Indulgence to 
« any one ſet ot Men to eat up the Produce of all other Men 
„ Labours.” By his royal Edict therefore, and without any 
further Ceremony, this Cope divided into tive Parts (the {1x 
not being then publithed) making a Volume of 644 Leaves, wi 
declared the Meaſurcs of civil Right throughout his lem 
tories, | 

It is certain that he had projected other Regulations 


and ſeemed wholly bent upon ſuch Meaſures as n.1ght tent 
; | t) 
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to the Improvement of his Country, and to better the Condi- 
ton of his People, when he found himſelf under a Neceſſity of 
tking a very extraordinary Step, which however it is highly 
probable he had very maturely conſidered before he took it, 
tho he was ſo ſecret therein, that nobody either in his ownCoun- 
try, or in any of the Courts of Eurote, had the leaſt Intclli- 
rence thereof, before it appeared in the Gazette of Trin. In 
conducting which important Deſign as he did, his Majeſty had 
in view the confirming and eſtabliſhing that great Character 
he had obtained through Europe, by obſerving the ſame Con- 
duct to the laſt, as well as to ſccure thoſe grand Advan- 
tages for the Sake of which this amazing Step was taken, and 
which would have been infallibly loft, if it had been diſco- 
vered or diſcloſed. 

This ſingular and ſurpriſing Meaſure was the Refignation 
of his Crown in Favour of his Son the Prince of Piedmont. 
He was moved thereto from various Conſiderations, but par- 
ticularly three. In the firſt Place he found himſelf ſo extra- 
ordinarily preſſed by the Emperor on one Side, and by France 
and her Allies on the other, that he could ſcarce determine 
with himſelf which Side to take, .and therefore inclined to 
make a Chaſm in the Government, rather than take either, in 
hopes of gaining Time for his Succeſſor. He was fo ſenſible, in 
the ſecond Place, that many Reaſons might be alledged againſt 
the Execution of ſeveral Schemes he had formed, in relation 
for the moſt part to the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Government of 
his Dominions, that he judged they might be better managed 
by his Son. He was, thirdly, much worn with the continual 
Fatigues of a long and active Reign, and was deſirous therefore 
of paſſing a few Years in Repoſe with the Counteſs St. Sebaſtian, 
whom he married when a private Man, and retired with her 
to Chamberry in Savoy. 

This Reſignation took Place in the Month of September 1730; 
It was made with great Solemnity, in the Preſence not only of 
de great Miniſters of his Court, but alſo of almoſt all the No- 
bility and Perſons of Diſtinction in his Dominions. He re- 
krved to himſelf an Annuity of one hundred and fifty thou- 
and Livres per Ann. and having recommended Moderation to 
hs Son, and Fidelity to his Subjects, reſigned his Crown 
mth the utmoſt Appearance of Satisfaction. 

CHARLES EMANUEL II. his Son and Succeſſor, 
mounted the Throne which his Father had quitted in the Flower 
« his Age, being then in his thirticth Year. He had mar- 
Ned in the Year 1722, a Princeſs of the Houſe of Newburgh, and 

| upon 
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vpon her Demiſe he married in 1724, a Princeſs of Heyjp Nu. 
felds. He had given great Hopes from his moſt tender v 


of making amild and gracious, as well asagallant and wiſe Pri 
and at his Entrance into the Government he met with ſo 


cars, 
Nec; 
Man 


and ſo unexpected Croſſes, that Poſterity will learn with Wonder 


how he extricated himſelf from them without Blemiſh to hi; 
Character, and without Prejudice to his Adminiſtration, 

In ſhort, the old King, at the Inſtigation of the Lady he ha 
married, grew diſſatisfied with his private Condition, and he. 
gan to form Deſigns of reſuming his Dignity, which he pro- 
ecuted in a manner ſuitable to ſo wild and inconſiſtent a Pro. 
ject, and to the Character of the Perſon at whoſe Inſtance hs 
was weak encugh to attempt it. The young King acted a. ver 
wiſe and diſcreet Part, he called together the great Officer 
of State and the Nobility, and having acquainted them with 
the Neceſſity he was under to ſecure his Father's Perſon, he 
demanded their Advice; and they were unanimouſly of Opinion, 
that as well for the Sake of his Subjects as himſelf, he ſhould 
continue to adminiſter Affairs with the ſame Spirit, Qconom;, 
and Prudence, which he had ſhewn from the Time he mounted 
the Throne. | 

In following their Advice, he ſhewed himſelf a true Father 
to his Country ; for there is nothing more certain, than that 
it was with the utmoſt Reluctance and Concern, that he tok 
the only Meaſure that was left for him to take, that of con- 
' fining the old King to his Palace at Montcalier, wheae 
he remained to the Day his Death, which was the lat 
of O#oter 1732, in the —— Year of his Age. 

But if the Situation of this Monarch's Affairs at Home con- 
tinued all this Time uneaſy and perplexed, the Concerns he 
had with foreign Courts, were not at all leſs embarraſſed, 
The Imperial Court had afforded many Occaſions to his Father 
of Complaint ; and thoſe Occaſions were not removed under 
the Reign of the Son. Whether this proceeded from Deſign 
or Inadvertence is yet undecided, but from whatever it pro- 
ceeded, its Effects were fatal. His Sardinian Majeſty acquainted 
the late Earl of Eſſex, then the Britiſh Miniſter at his Court, with 
the Nature of his Grievances, and the Reaſons which led 
him to ſuſpect that they were not very ſincere at Vienna, in 


reference to the Conceſſions that had been made him, the 1a 
ther becauſe that all the Titles and Records of the Ment 
ferrat, which was yielded to him by Treaty, were withheld; 
and he could not help m_— this, and the forming ſome 


Pretenſions upon certain Diſtricts, as if they were dependatt 
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an the Dutchy of Milan, as Signs that he was no longer to 
retain the Poiicihon, than till ſome fair Opportunity ſhould offer 
for reſuming them. 

The Britiſp Court having juſt Apprehenſions of what hap- 

ned, labourcd earneftly with his Imperial Majeſty and his 
Vinifters, to remove theſe Obſtacles, to a cloſe and cordial 
Correſpondence with the Court of Turin; but that Dilatorineſs 
wich had been but too obſervable on all ſuch Occaſions, 
tindered them from taking thoſe Steps which perhaps they were 
inclined to take, and which might probably have given his 


Grdinian Majeſty Satisfaction. So that while they were ne- 


exciating and trying a varicty of Methods, to oblige this Prince 
to let fall ſome of his Pretenſions, the general Affairs of 
lire took ſuch a Turn, as was by no Means favourable 
to their Views. 
| the beginning of the Year 1733, died King A»9/7us of 
Paand, which, as we have ſhewn clſewhere, gave Occaſion to 
; Rupture between the Houſes of Ar /tria and Beubon, and 
together with the ill. Conduct beforementioncd, afforded the latter 
1 Opportunity of detaching his Sardinian Majeſty intirely 
tan the former. In purſuing this extraordinary Meaſure, 
tat Monarch acted with all the Secrecy and Audreſs which 
hve been the conſtant Characteriſticks of his Adminiſtration. 
tle fgned on the twenty-ſixth of S tun,, with the Marquis de 
ſagranant, an offenſive and detenhiive Alliance with France, 
b which Spain afterwards acceded. The true Deiign of this 
vie Prince in making this Treaty, was that expretted in his 
Manifeſto, iz. reſtoring the Ballance of Power in /taly; where 
te thought the Houſe of Ar/{ria had acquired too great an 
Acendancy, | 
lt is at leaſt certain, that many of the Italian Potentates had 
xt Reaſon to co:uplain of the Conduct of the Court of Vienna; 
od that notwithitanding this, their Complaints were very 
e regarded, which, joined to his own particular Grievances, 
nouced his Sardinian Majcſty to believe, that if the Plan laid 
bun in this Alliance could be carried into Execution, the 
lars of Italy wouid not only be put into a better Condition for 
be preſent, but that all Things might be preperly ſettled on 
nght and ſolid Baſis for the future. When the French 
Amy began to pals the Alps, Count Traun, at that Time 
wicrnor of Mun, was fo little apprized of the true State 
| Things, that he offered his Sardinian Majeſty all 
 Aluſtance in his Power, to impcde their Paſſage ; to 
C Which 
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which the King anſwered coldly, Tt they did not cm: 


Enemies. In t. 
Marſhal Villars commanded the French Army, and bis erer 
dinian Majeſty having joined his Troops, the Conqueſt of 3s Field, 
Milaneſe was very ſoon atchieved. The King made this C. e ge 
paign in Perſon, as he likewiſe did the next Vear; but the 5 Oc 
Queen falling dangcrouſly ill, he was conſtrained to return - cn 
Turin in the latter End of the Month of June 1734 * had to 
during his Abſence was fought the famous Battle of fs (ity at 
Count Merci commanded the [mpertali/ts ; he was extremely ninarie 
ill of the Gout, but that did not hinder his taking Poſt 7 On t 
the Right of the firſt Line of his Infantry in his armed Chair Proof 0 
where with great Coolnefs and Intrepidity he gave his 054 be Cot 
ders till he was mortally wounded. "The French General 1. M=® | 
Monſieur de Ciigni, who having been lately deceived by i'”'”* 
Imperialifts paſſing the Oglio, and penetrating into the it 
mean, which he thought impracticable, he was the more con « Ja 
cerned to recover his Reputation by gaining a Battle. T 
rendered the Diſpute very obſtinate and very bloody; ſor ſon” tek 
People ſay, that there never was an Action in which the Hen 
fineſs was determined by ſmall Arms that laſted longer tha in rie 
this, except the enſuing Battle at Gu alla. chect f 
The Inperialiſis were obliged to retire; but Prince La Hou 
L irtemberg, who ſucceeded Count Merci in his Comma 
brought his Forces in very good Order to Reggio, and the pre by the 
ſent Field-Marſhal Count Keoningſegg coming to take the Com do 
mand, it was not long before he made the French ſenſible eat 
his ſuperior Capacity; for on the fifteenth of September 173 War 
he paſſed the Secchia, ſurprized a part of the Frenc) Arm maler 
and obliged Marſhal Broglio, who was a Horſe-Officer, :ni** 
ought to have known the Fords better, to make his EA und 
without his Breeches. This brought on the Battle of C ry hi 
which was fought on the nineteenth, and therein the Kin lialy, 
Sardinia commanded in Perſon. He had already gained a “ 
Character in publick and private Life: He was the Father i: "E 
his Family and of his People, enjoyed in his Court the P ug? 
ſures of a regular and amiable Occoromy, at the ſame 1:48, Ferfon 
that he was revered and adored by his Subjects; he had {ke Ray by 
ed a Reach in Politicks much ſuperior to his Age, but his ry fot 
haviour in the Battle of Guaſtalla obſcured all that he had! © Was 
therto performed; and the Splendor of that Victory, which » att Ste 
entirely owing to his perſonal Courage and his Conduct, tha” 0 the 
his former great Actions into Shade, ſuice all Europe rug a ung th 
with his Praiſcs as a Hero, > Wiof, 
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In the Beginning of the next Year died his Queen, which 


however did not hinder the King from appearing again in the 
ridd, where Count Koningſegg found himſelf obliged to yield to 
de great Superiority of the Allies, and the Skill of the Spa- 
x6 General the Duke de Montenar, one of the ableſt Profi- 
cents in the Art of War then in Europe. All the Imperiali/ts 
kd to do was to preſerve their laſt Stake, the important 
(ity and Fortreſs of Mantra, and this they did till the Preli- 
ninaries were ſettled and ſigned at Vienna. 

On this Occaſion his Sardinian Majeſty had a convineing 
Proof of the Steddineſs, good Faith, and upright Intention of 
be Court of France; for the Britih Miniſtry having con- 
with the Court of Vienna a Plan of Feace, by which 
* 10 Cetera and the Tortoneſe, Novara and the Novareſe, toge- 
* her with the Figevanaſque, were to be detached from the Dutchy 
ec Milan, and annexed for ever to Piedmont ; the French Court, 

Th Va dandeftine Negociation, deprived him abſolutely of one 
** f theſe Dittricts, and only left him his Choice of the other 
—y which Situation he preferred the former. 1 heſe Pre- 
res were ſigned October 3, 1735, and were in every 

ocect favourable to France, 1nurious to her Allies, ſatal to 


e Houſe of Auſtria, and deſtructive of the Ballance of Eu- 


P 4 
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own of Poland, France obtained Lorrain for herſelf, contrary 
þ repeated Declarations, that ſhe meant to gain nothing by 
as War; for this, Spain was obliged to give T% ue as an 
ralent, and Parma and Placentia were alſo yielded to the 
aperor in lieu of Sicily and Naples, The King of Sardinia 
tl underſtood the il Uſage he had met with, and ſaw 
atly how little he had to hope in favour of the Ballance 
ah, from either the Juſtice or the Policy of the Houſe of 
. who, But the Preliminarics being ſigned, there was no 
Parke awing back, and therefore he acceded to them on the 16th 
the Pl Auguſt 1736, at Turin, fully ſatisſied, tha he had expoſed 
ET Felon and his Dominions, only to aggrandize a Fower 
1 e but too formidable to all its Neighbours, and parti- 
t his A ſo to him. 
„bank 45 from this Time that his Majeſty purſued with the 
ich v tt Steddineſs his original Syſtem, of reſtoring and preſerv- 
1 IX the utmoſt of his Power, the Ballance of taly, by pre- 
ug Is the Incroachments of either of the two great Fami- 
d whoſe Quarrels have ſo long diſturbed the Pcace of that 
Ky, and indeed of al Zurge. I call it the original Syſtem 
| 8 ot 


by them, under Colour of King Staniſſauss Right to the 
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of this Prince, becauſe it was really what he aimed at by thi 
War; ſo that when our minor Politicians glance at his in. 
conſtancy, and affect to be witty upon his having been on hey! 
Sides, they ſhoot very wide of the Mark, for he never wag 
but on one. I mean by one, his own natural, rational, and 


invariable Intereſt, that of the Ballance, from which his 1 
Wiclom will never allow him to depart, and which it is hol 4. 
ed his other heroic Qualities will always enable him to i! * 
| k is not however to be expected, that this Diſpoſition ſhoulf hb 
bind him inſeparably to either of thoſe Houſes ; his Principld An 
is Independency, not for himſelf only, but for the other Powe: ih 
of Italy, in whoſe Cauſe he fights as well as his own ; and ti ad 
is not his Intereſt ſingly, but ours; and therefore he is, wit * 
great Propriety, ſtiled our natural, as from his unalterable Ste 1 
dineſs to the common Cauſe he is with equal Propriety cala 700 
our faithful Ally. But to return from Reflections to Hig, * 
1 the preſſing Inſtances of his Subjects he conſented to ak 
third Marriage, and in the Month of March 1737, eſpouſ a 
the Princeſs Elizabeth Thereſa, : Siſter to the preſent Emp In o 
ror, then Duke of Tuſcany, a Princeſs who joined all the Ac A him 
compliſhments that are amiable in her Sex, to all the V. A in 
tues that were requiſite to adorn her high Station. dhe ma 3 
her Entry into Turin on the 22d of the Month laſt mention 18 
and as there never was a Marriage more agreeable to f Unie 
Maxims of true Policy, fo never was there any more hay Rich 
with reſpect to the Parties themſelves; for with regard tot Countr 
Conjugal State, it may without Flattery be affirmed, that th he Duk 
Sardinian Majeſties were a Model to their Subjects, On . 3 
3d of May 1739, his preſent Imperial Majeſty, at that ti ay 
Great Duke of Tuſcany, made a Tour to Turin, where he I 77 
received with all the Reſpect and Affection imaginable. Oppofit 
A little after, the definitive Treaty of Peace was proclain — 
there, I mention this particularly, becauſe it was attended "hs 
a Declaration from the King of Sardinia, by which 0 i * 
appeared that ſome Doubts had been ſtarted about the Io Aurel 
of Saravalla, whether it was to be regarded as a part of ks Cov 
Tortoneſe or not; and from thence it alſo appeared, that ie Ia 
Records beforementioned were not even then delivered up, Franca, 
the King ſigns upon an expreſs Condition, that they ſho 3 
be delivered to him in fix Months Time, purſuant t = 
| Treaty of 1703. This very clearly ſhews how much R al 


this Prince has had to act with great Caution and Cin 
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Yon, in reſpect to whatever Ceſſions have been made him 


y this face; but with Regard to the Uprightneſs of his Intention, 
is In. ud his fincere Deſign of maintaining the reſpective Powers 
1 both n ſaly in the juſt Enjoyment of their Rights, no part of his 
Wag conduct has given the leaſt Cauſe to doubt it. 

|, and After the Death of the late Emperor Charles VI. when 


h his ſain was determined to puſh her Pretenſions in Italy by Force, 
is hop- ind had alſo ſecured the Aſſiſtance of France for that Purpoſe, 
to (1 „o Stone was left unturned to bring his Sardinian Majeſty into 

der Meaſures, and Threats and Promiſes were employed with 
ſhould {| the Addreſs of which their ableſt Miniſters were capable, 
ec 1 yet to no manner of Purpoſe. We are however to con- 
Power fder, that at that Time his Majeſty's Affairs were in a very 
e embarraſſed Situation; the Queen of Hungary was puſhed to 
„ dug be utmoſt in Germany, her Forces weak in Italy, and as yet 
le Ste there was no Treaty of Subſidy ſettled with Great Britain. On 
cc other Hand, the Duke of Modena was actually arming in 
Hit boar of the Spamards, they ſucceeded perfectly in their pro- 
efted Deſcent upon the Coaſt of Tyſcany, and the Neapolitan 
Forces were ready to join them, when there was juſt Reaſon to 
kar that France would act on the other fide. 

In theſe perplexed Circumſtances the King of Sardinia ſhew- 
ed himſelf equally firm and prudent. He was determined to 
x in favour of the Queen of Hungary; but in ſuch a Situa- 
ton of Things, it was not either requiſite or convenient that 
he ſhould declare his Intention, He publiſhed therefore a 
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: FS: Manifeſto, afferting his own Rights to the Dutchy of Milan, 
4 — which he laid down as the Foundation for his defending that 

chat th Country againſt a Spaniſh Invaſion. Soon after this he entercd 

Tr te Duke of Modena's Dominions, and upon his Serene High- 

hae refuſing to difarm his Troops, and retiring, to the Spaniſh | 
—_ [1 his Majeſty made no Difficulty of reducing Modena 

as ad Mirandela by Force, and by a wiſe and well-conducted 

cn poſtion, forced the Spaniſh Army under the Duke de Mon- 

nac to retire towards the Frontiers of Naples. 

= | but the Spaniards having a ſurer Game to play, and march- 

N Ty Iz another Army through the South of France, the King found 

ut of WY. eceſſary to return to Turin to provide for the Deſence of 

that is Country on that Side; and this he did fo eſtectually, that 

4 — after attempting to force his Retrenchments at V. THe 

ney na e, were obliged to abandon their Deſign of penetrating, 

nt uch the Country of Nice; and they were alſo defeated in 

ch Re * Attempt they made through the Valley of Barceloneta. 

1 Cir auue that in the Winter they fell upon the Dutchy of 
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Savoy, and made themſelves Maſters of it; but the King ſoon 
drove them out again, and covered that Country till toward 
the Cloſe of the Year, when by Dint of ſuperior Force the, 
became Maſters of it again. . g 
By this Time the Face of Affairs was ſomewhat changed 
in Europe, and his Sardinian Majeſty was more at Liberty t, 
avow his real Intentions ; which when he found himſelf ſec1;e 
of being ſupported by his Allies, he did without Scruple, an, 
his Troops had a very conſiderable Share in the famous Butte 
of Cainpo Santo, which was fought in February 174% in 
Winch Count Aſprement, who commanded his Forces in Chie, 


Jot his Life. It is very true, that after the Court of Vil 


thought fit to recall Marſnal Traum, and ſend Prince Laie 
witz towards the Frontieis of Naples, his Majeſty did not 
appear extremely vigorous in ſupporting that Meaſure ; but the 


Keaſin is very plain, and was no other than this, that hel 


ſuſpected his own Dominions would be again attacked, 2 
they accordingly were in the moſt unlikely Seaſon of the 
Tear, by the French and Spaniards in Conjunction. 

His Majeſty took the Command of the Army, upon this 
Occaſion, in Perſon, in the Month of October; and though 
he was ſeized with a violent Cold, ſo that his Head and Face 


were ſwelled to a great Degree, yet he viſited his Retrench-| 


ments himſelf, and contributed not a little by his Preſence tg 
the Defeat of the Enemy at the Village of Pont, where they 
loſt five thouſand of their beſt Troops, and were obliged to 
abandon all Hopes of penetrating into Piedmont for that Year, 
Theſe Tranſactions are demonſtrative Proofs how delenfible 
the Entrances of the Dominions of this Prince really are, when 
he is able to defend them, and how impoſſible it would be to force 
him if his Power and Revenue were ſomewhat greater than they 

yet are, though in both he is far ſuperior to his Anceſtors, 
It was about this Time that his Sardinian Majeſty, as the 
ſtrongeſt Proof of his conſtant and unalterable Reſolution to 
ſupport the common Cauſe, and preſerve the Auſtrian Domi 
nions in Italy, concluded with that Princeſs, and his Britamct 
Majeſty, the famous Treaty of Vorms, the only clear and en- 
plicit Alliance entered into during the War ; by the eighth 
Article of which he obtained certain Conceſſions in return io! 
what he had already done, and in conſideration of what by tht 
Treaty he undertook to do, and which he afterwards molt 

punctually and faithfully perform'd. | 
By the ninth Article the Queen of Hungary yielded to him 
any Right {be might have in the Marquifate of Final, then i 
tie 
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ge Poſſeſũon of the Genoeſe, who were to receive an Equi- 


nent for it, and excluſive of the general Benefit that was to 


ſult to all Italy from its being made a free Port, and from 
+; opening a Communication by Sea to the Dominions of 
tis Sardinian Majeſty, who from the Terms of this ver 
Treaty, became the perpetual Protector of the Italian Liherties: 
By the tenth Article it was _ that no Peace or T ruce 
ould be made till his Majeſty was reſtored to thoſe Parts 
of his Dominions, of which he had been diſpoſſeſs'd by the com- 
non Enemies, and of which they continued poſſeſſed, till they 
rere totally eaten up and impoveriſhed. 

There is no doubt that the Advantages ſtipulated in favour of 
tis Prince by the Treaty beforementioned were very conſi- 
ferable 3 but when it is remembered that he had already dearly 
emed them, that what was given him was as much for the good 
of the common Cauſe as his own, and after loſing a great Part, 
be was ſtill to riſk all the reſt of his Dominions in defence of 
tis Cauſe ; it is impoſſible for any ſenſible Man to think 
that what was thus granted him was too much. It is the more 
nceffary to clear up theſe Points, becauſe many Miſtakes have 
been made about them, and becauſe without having a right 
Idea of them, it is impoſſible this Subject ſhould be thoroughly 
underſtood, 

There is another Circumſtance which we muſt not paſs 
over in Silence, and it is this; at the very Time the King of 
Sardinia concluded this Treaty, he was offered higher Terms 
in reſpe&t to his private Advantage by the French and Spaniards ; 
which ſhews the Importance of his Friendſhip, and proves the 
Reaſonablencſs of granting him a juſt Equivalent for the ex- 
maordinary Expences to which he was put, by adhering to 
this Cauſe. "There were however ſome Difficulties. made in 
the Execution of this "Treaty, but they were at laſt got over, 
and his Sardinian Majeſty reaped the Benefit of it in its full 
Extent during the War, ſo far as depended upon the Queen 
of Hungary. | 

The Campaign of 1744 afforded new Proofs of his Sardinian 
Majeſty's Abilities, and of the Significancy of his Friendſhip. 
In the very Beginning of the Year, the Spaniſh and French 


Army, commanded by the Infant Don Philip and the Prince 
of Canti, aſſembled on the Frontiers, and as ſoon as the Seafon 
would permit paſſed the Farr, and took Poſſeſſion of the 
Town of Nice upon the firſt of April, His Sardinian Majeſty's 
forces, under the Command of the Marquiſs de Syza, re- 
nained in the Retrenchments thrown up in the Neighbour- 
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hood of AMontalhan, where on the twenty-ſecond of the (1 
Month the Enerav attacked them, and bought at a very dea: 
Rate (viz. the Loſs of ſix thouſand Men, excluſive of Offcer) 
a very ſmall Advantage. 

But however, this enabled them to penetrate into Piedmng, 
and to lay all the Country waſte in their Paſſage ; and yet 
they found ſo many Difficulties in this Expedition, that when 
they ſeemed to have in a manner accompliſhed it, they were 
glad to abandon all they had taken rather than venture 2 


Battle; and turning off into the French Territories, took the 


Rout of Chutenn Dauphine, which in five ſeveral Attacks, from 
the ſeventecnth to the nineteenth of July, they could hardly 


maſter; after which however, they reduced Demont, and 5 | 


forced a Pailage on that Side into Piedmont, in which Coun- 
try, when once they came into it, they lived with all the Hu— 
manity and Politeneſs of Tartars. 

As late as it was in the Year, they beſieged the Fortreſs gf 
Covi, in which there was a fall Garriſon commanded by 
Baron Lertrum, who notwithltanding defended it with the 
uvtme? Refoinition, and interrupted the Progreſ- of the Beſieger 
by f..-h weliaimed and ſuch well-concerted Sallies, as gare 
the King bis Matter leifure to come to his Relief, which he 
attempt. d the thirticth of Septen er wit!) oreat Intrepidity, ate 
tacki'g the Spamaras and French in their Lines, which how- 
cver were ſo well defended, that he retired with ſome Loſs, 
Unt not without finding an Opportunity of letting the Gover- 
nor know, that he would very ſoon adventure another En- 
gagement; for which however there was no Occa{»!, fince 
the Prench aſter a general Storm, in which they loſt ncar three 
thouſ.nd Men, found theinſelves in no Condition to carry on 
the Sicge, and therefore raiſed it on the nineteenth of Her 
following, bury ing at their Departure many Pieces of Cannon, 
and ſuffering in their Retreat to ſuch a Degree, that not one 
half of their Army returned into France. 

In 1745, the Spanih and French Courts having concerted 
Meaſures with the Republick of Genca, made very litile doubt 
of overpowering the King of Sardinia, more eſpecially as they 
were certain that the Pruff ans would employ the whole Forces 


of the Queen of Hungary in Germany; neither at the Begin- | 


ning was it at all unlikely that they ſhould have ſucceeded to "the 
ut moſt of their Wiſhes; ſince they had by a vaſt Supericrity, 
pe etraied through the Dominions of the Republick as they 
pre poſed, united all their Forces, which hitherto they nene 


had been able to effect, and having received their Auxilia 
and 
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a Train of Artillery from Gena, began to attack the 


moſt conſiderable Places in his Sardinian Majeſty's Domini- 


ans, ſuch as Tortona, Alexandria, Sc. which were ſo well de- 
fenced, that before they could be reduced, the Army of the 
mo Crowns was Jeflened by a full Third. All this Time the 
Auſtrians were acting upon the Defenfive, 1 hings had taken 
z very bad Turn in Germany, and the Rebellion was at its 
oreatelt Height here. 

In ſuch Circumſtances, and after a Battle which brought 
their Forces within Sight of Tz, the French ſet on Foot a 
new Negociation with his Sardinian Najcity, in the Courſe of 
which they made him 8 Promiſes than ever, and at laſt 
offered him his own Terms; but the King remained firm to 
his Engagements, and diſcovered the ſame Activity, Diligence, 
and Spirit, as in the former Campaigns. In this he followed 
bis Father's Example, and ſhewed that while his Allies kept 
the Terms ſtipulated with him, he was incapable of ſetting on 
Foot a ſeparate 'I reaty, and thereby making himſelf eaſy at 
their Expence, though he might have pleaded Neceſſity with 
great a Colour as any Prince ever did or could, But all the 
uſe he made of this Conjuncture was to ſct a good Exam- 
ple, and to ſhew that Alliances deliberately made, were to be 
feligiouſſy kept. 

In the Spring of the ſucceeding Year, when the Circum- 
ſtances of the Queen of Hungary allowed her to reinforce her 
Armies in /taly, his NMajeſty very early excrted himſelf, and 
by a moſt ſurprizing Stroke of military Courage and Con- 
duct, drove the French out of moſt of the Places they had 
taken in his Territories, and afterwards joining the Auftrian 
Army, ſhut them up in the City of Placentia. This brought 
on the famous Battle of Rettoſſ rede, in which they opened a 
Palage for a Flight out of Ita, abandoning Gena to the Re- 
ſentu ent of her Enemies, and retiring with Precipitation into 
France, whither they were ſoon aſter followed by the Allies. 
| His Sardinian Majeſty took this Opportunity, and avail- 
ing himſelf of his good Fortune, reduced Savona and Final, 
which remained in his Poſſeſſion to the cloſe of the War. 
Theſe glorious and inconteſtable Proofs of his Wiſdom, Va- 
bur and Probity, received the next Year a noble Addition, 
by the almoſt incredible Victory gained at Exiles, by which 
biz beſt-laid Plan the French and Spaniſh Generals ever form'd, 
Fs entirely diſconcerted, and the Flames of War hindered from 
peading again into the Heart of Jah. 

| The 
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hood of Montallan, where on the twenty-ſecond of the fi. 
Month the Enerav attacked them, and bought at a very dea: 
Rate (viz. the Loſs of ſix thouſand Men, excluſive of 81 
a very ſmall Advantage. 

But however, this enabled them to penetrate into Piedmont, 
and to lay all the Country waſte in their Paſſage; and vet 
they ſound ſo many Difficulties in this Expedition, that when 


they ſeemed to have in a manner accompliſhed it, they were 


glad to abandon all they had taken rather than venture 2 
Battle; and turning off into the French Territories, took the 
Rout of Chat-au Dauphine, which in five ſeveral Attacks, from 
the ſeventeenth to the nineteenth of July, they could hard! 


maſter; after which however, they reduced Demont, and 0 


forced a Paiiage on that Side into Piedment, in which Coun- 


try, when once they came into it, they lived with all the Hu- 
manity and Politeneſs of Tartars. 

As late as it was in the Year, they beſieged the Fortreſs of 
Covi, in which there was a fall Garriſon commanded by 
Baron Levtrum, who notwithſtanding defended it with the 
utme? Reſinition, and interrupted the Progreſs of the Beſere:, 
by ſf:h Wei e and ſuch well-concerted Sallies, as gare 
the King his Maſter leifure to come to his Relief, which he 
attempt. d the thirtieth of Septen er with great Inirepidity, at- 
tackig the Spantaras and French in their Lines, which how- 
ever were ſo well defended, that he retired with ſome Loſs, 
but not without finding an Opportunity of letiing the Gover- 
nor know, that he would very ſoon adventure "another En- 
gagement; for which however there was no Occaſion, ſince 
the Bech after a general Storm, in which they loſt ncar three 
thouſand Men, found themſelves in no Condition to curry on 
the Sicge, and therefore raiſed it on the nineteenth of Her 
following, burying at their Departure many Pieces of Cannon, 
and ſuffering in their Retreat to ſuch a Degree, that not one 
half of their Army returned into France. 

In 1745, the Spaniſh and French Courts having concerted 
Meaſures with the Republick of Genza, made very litule doubt 
of overpowering the King of Sardinia, more eſpecially as they 
were certain that the Pruſfans would employ the whole Forces 
of the Cucen of Hungary in Germany; neither at the begin- 
ning was it at all unlikely that they ſhould have ſucceeded to the 

utmoft of their Withes, ſince they had by a vaſt Supericrity, 
pe etraicd through the Dominions of the Republick as they 
pre poſed, united all their Forces, which hitherto they never 
had been able to effect, and having received their Auxiliaries 
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ad a Train of Artillery from Genea, began to attack the 
moſt conſiderable Places in his Særdinian Majeſty's Domini- 
ons, ſuch as Tortena, Alexandria, Cc. which were ſo well de- 
ſended, that before they could be reduced, the Army of the 
wo Crowns was leſſened by a full Third. All this Time the 
Auſtrians were acting upon the Defenſwe, Things had taken 
2 very bad Turn in Germany, and the Rebellion was at its 
rreateſt Height here. 
In ſuch Circumſtances, and after a Battle which brought 
their Forces within Sight of Tin, the French ſet on Foot a 
new Negociation with his Sardinian Majeſty, in the Courſe of 
which they made him F mn Promiſes than ever, and at laſt 
offered him his own Terms; but the King remained firm to 
his Engagements, and diſcovered the ſame Activity, Diligence, 
und Spirit, as in the former Campaigns. In this he followed 
his Father's Example, and ſhewed that while his Allies kept 
the Terms ſtipulated with him, he was incapable of ſetting on 
Foot a ſeparate 'I reaty, and thereby making himſelf caſy at 
their Expence, though he might have pleaded Neceſſity with 
z great a Colour as any Prince ever did or could. But all the 
uſe he made of this Conjuncture was to ſct a good Exam- 
ple, and to ſhew that Alliances deliberatcly made, were to be 
relivioully kept. | 
In the Spring of the ſucceeding Year, when the Circum- 
ſtances of the Queen of Hungary allowed her to reinforce her 
Armies in /zaly, his Vajctty very early excrted himſelf, and 
by a moſt ſurprizing Stroke of military Courage and Con- 
duct, drove the French out of moſt of the Places they had 
taten in his Territories, and afterwards joining the Auſtrian 
Army, ſhut them up in the City of Placentia. This brought 
on the famous Battle of Rettofjredo, in which they opened a 
Palage for a Flight out of Tah, abandoning Genoa to the Re- 
kntw.ent of her Enemies, and retiring with Precipitation into 
France, whither they were ſoon aſter followed by the Allies. 
Hlis Sardinian Majeſty took this Opportunity, and avail- 
nz himſclf of his good Fortune, reduced Savona and Final, 
which remained in his Poſſeſſion to the cloſe of the War, 
lhe glorious and inconteſtable Proofs of his Wiſdom, Va- 
bur and Probity, received the next Year a noble Addition, 
by the almoſt incredible Victory gained at Exiles, by which 
the beſt-laid Plan the French and Spaniſh Generals ever form'd, 
Vs entirely diſconcerted, and the Flames of War hindered from 
ſneading again into the Heart of Jah. 
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The different Attempts that were made for reducing the City | 


bf Genca after its Revolt, had all the Aſſiſtance and Countenance 


given them by this Monarch that could be expected, confifien; | 


with his Safety, tho' he had many Reaſons to be diſplcaſcd 
with the Uſage he met with in the original Capitulation. 
Yet Surmiſes there were, as if ſomewhat of Indifference had 


app-ar.d in his Conduct in this Point, which if true, mug. | 
have been prejudicial to the common Cauſe, We are not, 


however, obliged to credit any ſuch Story, without the ſlighteſt 


Degree of Evidence, more eſpecially when it is remembered, that 


his Sardinian Majeſty deſired to have a military Miniſter conſtant!y 


reſident in his Court during the War on the Part of the Crown | 
of Great Britain, who might aſſiſt in Councils, and ſee the 
Corps that were employed every Campaign, that it might ap. | 
pear he fulfilled in every Reſpect the "Terms ſtipulated en 


his Part by the Treaty of Subſidy, which Punctuality his 


Majeſty conſidered as the moſt efficacious Means for preſervins | 
the Friendſhip of Great Britain, even when the War ſhould | 


be at an End; and in this there is no doubt but he will find 


his Account. 
In the Negociation carried on at Aix la Chapelle, for the ce. 


finitive Treaty of Peace, his Majeſty employed the Ch-r19/%r 


dOfferio, and the Count de la Chavannes. By the uch Article | 
of the Treaty concluded there, he was obliged to reftore t | 
the Republick of Gena, and to the Duke of Acdena, what. 


ever had been taken from them; ſo that by this Means he 
loſt both Savona and Final, and conſequently all that had beer 


ſtipulated in his Favour by the Treaty of Horms, as to tle | 


Jaſt mentioned Place; but by the ſame Article the Dutchy c 
Savoy, and the County of Nice were reſtored to him by the Houte 
of Heurben. By the ſeventh Article he made a ſolemn Reſg. 
nation of that Part of the Dutchy of Placentia, which ha 
been yielded to him by the Empreſs Queen, by the 1reat 
beforemer:tioned. But by the twelfth Article, the Poſſeſſion at 
all his former Acquiſitions, as well as thoſe that were lest t 
him in Conſequence of the Treaty of arms, were reco7- 
nized and ſecured, and he likewiſe obtained the general Guz 
rantee eſtabliſhed by that Treaty for thoſe Provinces, 45 we 
25 for all the reſt of his Dominions wherever ſituated, or 3! 
what manner ſoever acquired. Fs 
We will now take a ſhort Survey of the Territorics of ti 
Monarch, as they ſtand ſince the Concluſion of the Peace 
difiinguiſhivg the modern Acquiſitions from the herevite!? 
Eſtates deicended from his Anceſtors. "The IfIand of Se 
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js, next to Sicily, the largeſt in the Mediterranean; it is about 
forty-five Leagues in length, and twenty in breadth, has ſe- 
veral good Ports and large Towns very populous for its Size, 
though the Air is reputed not very wholeſome to Strangers. 
Ir produces a coarſe ſtrong Wine, and a conſiderable Quan- 
tity of Oil, but the Scaple Commodity is Corn, of which in a 
yery plentiful Year there has been exported to the Value of two 
hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling. Ihe People are rough and 
unpoliſhed, live in a kind of barbarous Plenty, which afford- 
ing them much Meat and little Labour, they look upon their 
own Iſland as a Paradiſc, out of which they are drawn with 
great Reluctancy. We have ſhewn that the late King Victor 
{madeus was obliged to accept this Iſland inſtead of Sicily; and as 
it is now managed, it affords a tolerable Revenue, more eſpe- 
cially when the King's Circumſtances permit him to receive 
it in Corn. 

The Dutchy of Sawyy is a large but very far from a fruit- 
ful Country; however, the Inhabitants are a hardy and laborious 
People, and by their Induſtry ſubſiſt tolerably well. The Prin- 
cipality of Predmont is a very large, and the beſt Part of it a 
very fertile and well-cultivated Country, much leſs expoſed 
than Savoy, on Account of the difficult Entrances into it v 
frong by Nature, and moſt of them well fortified by Art. 
Turin, which is the royal Reſidence, is a very large and beau- 
tiful City, ftanding on the River Pe, and admirably well 
fortihed, The County of Nice is leſs fruitful, but of great 
Importance, as it is almoſt the only part of the King's Do- 
minions on the Continent, which lies upon the Sea. Theſe 
Countries are the ancient Patrimony of his Majeſty's Family, 
but the Additions made to them are very conſiderable. The. Mont- 
ſarat is a Dutchy that was formerly annexed to that of Mantua, 
but the Houſe of Savoy had an old Claim to it, which was revived 
when the laſt Duke of Mantua was put under the Ban of the Em- 
ire in 1708, when the preſent King of Sardinia's Father obtained 
tie Inveſtiture of it from the Emperor, which was confirmed 
v him by the Peace of Utrecht. Ihe Diſtricts which from time 
to time have been acquired at the Expence of the Dutchy of 
Milan, have augmented very conſiderably both the Power and 
tie Revenue of his Sardinian Majeſty, and have alſo extended 
bis Influence in ſuch a manner, as to make his Friendſhip very 
ellential to the Safcty of all his Neighbours ; fo that he is 
july eſteemed one of the moſt conſiderable Potentates in 
ſz}, excluſive of his Expectancies, which if any of his Fa- 
mi ſhould come to enjoy, would render them one of the moſt 


enlderable Powers in Europe. 2 
The 


— — 2 


323 W . . > „ „„ — 


r a Ix 


| 


396 


The Commerce of theſe Countries was heretofore 7, very | 


inconſiderable as to be ſcarce worthy of Notice, but by Der. 
93 


and under the two laſt Reigns more eſpecially, Things haue : 
| been very much changed. The Staple Commodity of P;.,. 


ont is a kind of Silk indiſpenſably neceſſary in many My. 
factures, and his Sardinian Majeſty has put this under {ch 
Regulations as make it riſe to the highelt Amount poflible . 


the Navigation of the Po enables the Inhabitants of Tu, 


and the adjacent Country, to carry on a conſiderable Trade 


to Venice. There is a little (and but a little) Traffick ſtirrins 


at Alexandria and Villafranca. Beſides all theſe, his Sqrdin;;. 
Majeſty has gradually and filently poſſeſſed himſelf of all the 
Paſſages by which the inland Trade is carried on betwecn 
France and Italy, and having it by this Means in his Power ta 
lay what Duties he thinks proper, derives from thence an ad. 
ditional Revenue, which is not only of great Conſequence in 
itſelf, but the more ſo by keeping the neighbouring States in 


a kind of Dependance, through Fear of the Injuries he might 


otherwiſe do the Commerce of their Subjects, 
This Account, conciſe as it is, ſufficiently demonſtrates the 


Power of his Sardinian Majeſty, and the Truth of what we | 


at firſt laid down, that it is both natural and expedient the 


Ballance of Itah ſhould be held by him, His Intereſts ſcem $9 
to direct, the Situation of his Country demands, and even fx 


without the leaſt Suſpicion of Flattery, we may add, the Con- 


duct of the preſent King deſerves it. Whatever Addition of 
Territory he receives from any Quarter, is not more an Ac. 
quiſition to him, than to the common Cauſe; and we hae! 
Reaſon to wiſh his Power increaſed, becauſe we ſee the who! 3 
of his Power has been exerted for the nobleſt Purpoles, in 
preſcrving the Freedom and Independency of Tals, which | 


without Queſtion will be always at his Heart, and in his Eye. 


The Doubts and Sufpicions which weak and narrow \lin!s Y 
have been, at certain Seaſons, too apt to ſuggeſt with Ketc- | 
rence to this great Prince's Conduct, are in Reality as idle and 
improbable, as they are falſe and groundleſs; becauſe it 3 } 
impoſlible that the Houſe of B-urbon thould ever give him any 
Security for the Performance of the Promiſes they may be n. 
duced to make him. A little Conſideration will ſet this in de 


| 


ſtrongeſt Point of Light. The Offers they made him nave 
been almoſt without Limits, which, at the ſame time that it 
ſhews his Importance, muſt convince him, that unless 1227 | 


had mighty Views for their own Advantage they would nn 


make them. But what are theſe Views? The cltabiiiting 3] 
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faperior Power in the Houſe of Bourbon in Italy. If we put 
this into other Words, it means neither more nor lefs than 
propoſing to give him a Maſter ; which is ſuch a Propoſition, 
„ no Offers whatever can tempt a wiſe and brave Prince to 
len to with the leaſt Attention. ; 

It was to avoid this, that in the carlicſt Part of his Reign 
ke entered into an Alliance with thoſe very Powers, which 
ave him an Opportunity of 33 Maxims fo well, 
while they profeſſed themſelves his Friends, that it is the 
meateſt Abſurdity to ſuppoſe he can ever be brought to truſt 
them, after having had them ſo long, and to ſuch a Degree, 
his Enemics. It was to prevent his having a Maſter, that 
he engaged in the late War, and run ſo many Riſks in the 
Courſe of it. This was manifeſtly the Baſis of the Treaty of 
rms, the whole Scope of which was to render him in- 
dependent, and to give him the Power of ſupporting that 
Independency. 

To depart therefore from this Plan, for the Sake of any 
thing that could be offered by the Spaniards and French, would 
be ſuch a manifeſt Sacrifice of the Subſtance to the Shadow, 
that conſidering the Knowledge we have of his Sardinian Ma- 
jeſty's Character, ought never to be ſuſpected. The ſmalleſt 
Diſtrict granted him by the Queen of Hungary, under the 
Guarantee of his other Allies, is of more real Conſequence 
to him, than half the Dutchy of Milan given him by the 
Houſe of Bourbon, admitting they ſhould have it in their Ee. 
to give it; becauſe they can never have this Power, without 
having at the fame time the Power of taking it again, which 
which would not only render the Poſſeſſion of that, but of all 
his other Dominions, precarious. 

It is very apparent, that even as Things ſtand now, the 
Territories of this Monarch are very far from being exten- 
five; but it muſt be allowed that they are very populous, and 
the People of Savqy, and of the Valleys, are naturally martial; 
ſo that under theſe two laſt Reigns a very conſiderable Army 
of regular Troops has been conſtantly kept up, and the King 
can never be at a Loſs to bring forty or fifty thouſand Men 
into the Field, when Occaſion requires it. This Force is 
indeed nothing in Compariſon of that of France and Spain; 
but it will appear very conſiderable, when compared with the 
Strength of other Italian Princes. Beſides this, the Fortreſſes 
of Piedmont are in ſo good Order, that his Sardinian Majeſty. 
a always make a Stand till he is ſupported by the Auſtrians, 

| which 
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which he mult be ſo long as they deſire to preſerve their Do. 
minions in /taly. 

Upon theſe Principles therefore we may ſafely lay it down 
that though his Revenue is not ſo large as that of the Gre 
Duke, yet he is one of the greateſt Powers in taly, and is 
juſtly eſteemed Jo by his Neighbours, his Allies, and his Ene. 
mics. His Claim upon the City of Geneva, and the Attemry; 
made by ſome of his Predeceſſors to become Maſtcrs of it 
will be hardly ever forgot by that little Republick, which how. 
ever is ſufficiently covered from either his Ambition, or hi; 
Reſentment, by its ſtrict League with the 8 Cantons, 23 
well as by the Protection it may always expect from the 
French Crown. 

The Pretenſions he inherits from his Anceſtors to ſeveral | 
Places poſſeſſed by the Republick of Genoa, will probably 
hinder him, at leaſt for ſome Years, from living in any {tit 
Degree of Harmony with that Commonwealth, which is na- 
turally jealous of him, and will probably continue fo ; though 
if they knew their own Intereſt, they would certainly compio- 
miſe their Differences with this Prince, which would be 3 
Thing of great Conſequence to both. His taking the Title 
of King of Cyprus, and ſome other Circumſtances, has created 
a Coldneſs between this Monarch and the Republick of Venice, Þ 
though it is certainly for their mutual Good to forget old In- 
Juries, and to aſſiſt each other. 

There have been formerly high Diſputes between his Ma- 
jeſty's Predeceſſors and the Pope, which have been renewed | 
in the laſt, and even in the preſent Reign, but they ſeem 
now buricd in Oblivion, as they ought to be, conſidering that | 
his Holineſs muſt be long ago convinced by Expericace tlat 
the Thunder of the Vatican has loſt its Efficacy, and Ex- | 
communications will do very little, cither with this Prince or } 
his Subjects; and as to the temporal Power of the Pope, it 
is not to be compared with that of the Sardinian Mo- 
narch. 

The Territories of the King of the Trug Sicilles, if we con- 
ſider him only in the Light of an Ilan Potentate, lie ot too | 
2 a Diſtance to create any Differences between them; 

ut conſidered as a Prince of the Houſe of Pourdou, the King | 
of Sardinia cannot but be jealous of any Augmentation t 
Power. But to ſay the Truth, the great Point which this | 
Monarch muſt always kcep in View, is the ballancing the 
Power of chat Houle and the Houle of Aua; to die t 
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of which, notwithſtanding his near Relation in Blood to the 


Dos : former, it is more natural for him to adhere. 

4 As Things ſtand at preſent, it is far from being probable 
n, gat the Court of Vienna will incline to Meaſures that may 
x WM jufly provoke a Prince, to whom ſhe has ſo many Obliga- 
d is | tions, for whoſe Aſſiſtance ſhe mult have ſo often Occaſion; 
ne- and who in that Caſe, would eaſily find Reſources ſufficient 
"1s Wl © defend himfelf againſt all Attempts. On the other Hand, 
& | while from a due Regard to their reſpective Intereſts, a good 


Correſpondence is kept up between them, the Light of Ex- 
| ; perience plainly ſhews, that their Enemies will find it very hard 
"ny to make any Impreſſion upon either; and in Proceſs of Time 


— it is highly probable that ſuch Alterations may happen in Hain, 
| 2s will render their Capacity of defending themſelves {till greater 
veral than they are at preſent. 

* But with reſpect to the Houſe of Bourdon, though it will 
my be always decent and proper for his Sardinian Majeſty to 
d Wh preſerve for it a juſt Meaſure of Reſpect and Complaiſance; 
ug MW jc as his Safety muſt perpetually depend upon the Greatneſs 
4K of his own Strength, and the Limitation of their Power, ſo 


ue WW it can never become either requiſite or agreeable to him to 
4 enter into any cloſe Alliance with that Family, the aggran- 


n = dizing of which muſt be always, if not at his Expence, at 
11 = the Riſque of his Security. There are alſo good Reaſons to 

TY believe, that France will not eaſily be drawn to quarrel with a 
W Prince, who keeps as it were the Gates of her Dominions, 
EY and who may be juſtly ſtiled a Terror to her, while ſhe is 


ſo to all the reſt of her Neighbours ; for, without Doubt, if 
the Kinz of Sardinia were thoroughly provoked, and the 
Houſe of A:;/?ria at full Liberty to ſupport him, he might 
carry his Arms either into Dauphiny or Provence, or perhaps 
into both at the ſame time, more efficacioully than in the laſt, 
or the preceding War; in both which, however, Irruptions on this 
side have brought the French Monarchy into Circumſtances 
of very great Diſtreſs, 

As for the Maritime Powers, they are, though at a Diſtance, 
the natural and conſtant Allies of the Monarch of whom we 
ve ſpeaking; becauſe their Intereſts and his arc the ſame : 


5 And if a good Port could be made in the County of Nice 
N. capable of admitting Men of War, he would be quickly able 
- ls not only to maintain his own Freedom, but alſo to protect 
7 the Liberty and Independency of Italy againſt all Invaders: 


And though he would not be even then in a Capacity of giving 
Law to Others. 
15 


2 
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If once the Affairs of this Part of the World were put im 
ſuch a Situation, the Benefits reſulting to the People Nang 
as well as to all the reſt of Europe, would be fo grcat a 
evident, that his Sardinian Majeſty would have no roon b 
apprchend any new Confederacy formed againſt him * 
his Neighbours would be then as willing to defend that Syſtem 
as for want of conſidering it properly, they formerly ſcemei 
averſe to receive it. 

We have dwelt the longer upon this Article, becauſe, with 
reſpect to the Br:itih Nation, there is no Power in tal with 
the Strength and State of which it imports us fo much to he 
well acquaintcd as the Crown of Sardinia. Beſides, from the 
manner in which we have treated this Point, many Thins; 
have been ſaid which relate to the general Intereſt of that Coun. 
try, as well as to the particular Concerns of ſeveral of the lt. 
lian Powers, which conſcquently we ſhall be under no Ne. 
ceſſity of repeating again, But there is one Thing very re. 
quiſite to be obſerved before we conclude, which is this, that 
nothing can be of greater Importance to the Jrade of this 
Nation, than the preſerving the Ballance in Traly, which, if 
loſt, muſt neceſſarily throw all that valuable Branch of Com- 
merce in which we have at preſent ſo large a Share, and from 
which we derive annual'y a conhlidcrahie Profit, int whe 
Hands, and which is worſt of all, into che Hands ef the French; 
a Thing againſt which we have as much kcafun to guard as 
a trading Nation, as the King of Sardinia himſelf has Cauſe to 
oppoſe, as far as poſſible, the Growth of the French Power, out 
of regard to his own Safety. This ſufficiently ſhews, that 
our Intereſts are really mutual, and that there is nothing of 
political Art in what we have been told, of the Expedicncy of 
ſupporting this Monarch againſt all his Enemics, though at a 
large Expence to ourſelves, 
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SE Cx; 
e Preſent State of the Dominions ef the Houſe 


of AUSTRIA 772 Tialy. 


HE great Point which the Maritime Powers had in 

View at the Death of Charles II. King of Spar, the 
Lt Heir-Male of the eldeſt Branch of the Houſe of Atria, 
was to divide his Territories in ſuch a manner between the 
remaining Part of the Houſe of Auſtria, and the Deſcendants 
o the Dauphin of France, as might preſerve the Tranquillity 
of Europe at that Time, and the Ballance of Power for the. 
future, It was to anſwer this End, that by the Treaties of Utrecht 
and Baden, all the SHariſh Dominions in aly were ſecured 
t the Emperor Charles VI. and the Quadruple Alliance, and 
| the Negociations founded thereon, were built upon the 
ane Principle. 

By this Means his Imperial Majeſty became poſſeſſed of the 
Kingdom of Naples and Sicily, the noble Dutchy of Milan, and 
dl its Dependencies, together with the Dutchy of Mantua, 
which was ſeized upon the late Duke Charles IV's adhering to 
France in the preceding War, and dying in Exile at Venice. 
The Dutchies of Parma and Flacentia were yielded to him 
by the Treaty of Vienna, as an Equivalent for Naples and Sicih, 
tough in the Opinion of the Court of Vienna, but a pour one. 

The noble Dutchy of Milan, which has been deſcrvedly 
eteemed one of the finefl Principalitics in Europe, is above 
two hundred and forty Miles in Length, and eighty in Breadth- 
| is generally divided, together with the Countrics annencd 
to it, into thirteen Diltricts, iz. Ihe AMiluntſe Project. The 
Paicſe. The Lodeſan. "The Cremoneſe. "The Como. The 
Cunty of Anghiera. The Vallies of Seffia. "The 4 eſe. 
The Vigevanais. The Lomeline. The Alexardrin. The Tor- 
tirje, And the Territory of Bo ο%ò But of theſe ſevcral 
have been granted to the King of Sardinia, ſome by the Em- 
peror Charles VI. and others by the Empreſs Queen now 
ſigning, as we have already ſhewn in another Place; but 
withftanding this, what remains to the Houſe of Auſtria, 
My be ſtill conti cred as one of the faireſt and fineſt Coun— 


vs in her Poſſeſſion. | 
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It lies in a moſt pleaſant Climate, and is bleſt wich ..| 


ſruitful a Soil as any in Europe, watered by the noble Ki ny 
Po, Ten, Adda, and Srfſia, beſides the famous Lakes of Mir. 121 
giore, Lugano, and Como. But to come to the moſt materia to be 
Point, the Revenues that are drawn from it amount to at lag ceſlar 
three hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling a Year, beſides id 2 
furniſhing Subſiſtence for er thouſand Men, and enabling 7000 
the Court of Vienna to provide with Governments and Pre. WW hood 
ferments, Eccleſiaſtical, Military, and Civil, Numbers of hs, was 1 
Dependents, and that too, which is no very eaſy Matter, eq Nutc! 
to the Extent of their Hopes and Wiſhes. <<< 
The Dutchy of Mantua is alſo a very fine Country, about congl 
fifty Miles in Length, but fo unequal in Breadth, that thirel Quee 
is no ſaying any thing of it with Certainty. I he Capital i peace 
very large, and withal one of the beſt Fortreſſes in [taly, both By 
by Art and Nature; the Country abounds in Corn, Fruit, Flax, ont 
Silk, and Cattle, and the Revenue is uſually computed at about ſpalle 
2 fourth Part of that of Milan. * 
At the Concluſion of thoſe Treaties which followed the Auſt 
long War upon Account of the Spaniſh Succeſſion, the EN liter 
peror engaged himſelf to give the Duke of Gua/talla a came dg 
tent Satisfaction for his Fretenſions to the Dutchy of Mantu, "RT 
which were thought to be pretty well founded, but what dug TE 
Satisfaction amounted to or when it was given, no Author [ "0 
have ever yet met with mentions ; but this is very certain, tu dat 
when his Serene Highnels Toſeph Maria Gonzagua, Duke d "oF 
G-aſtalla, died in 1746 without Iſſue Male, Poſſeſſion wi 5, /, 
taken of his Dominions on bchalf of the preſent Emperor the H 
It will be very proper to mention here, that his preſent Imp Coun 
rial Majeſty has by Deſcent a better Title to the Succelia he p 
of Guaſtalla, and perhaps I ſhould not err, if I faid 4a: bonn. 
too, than any other Prince in the World; and therctore it wi Treat 
his Right. : {EW to pre 
It is very eaſy to conceive, even upon this ſlight Survey, of how poi 
reat Importance the Halian Dominions were to the Gran Th 
of the Houſe of Atria, and how much Reaſon the Emp Treat 
Queen had to take every Step poſſible for preſerving them Wi nic. 
the beginning of the late War, fince at that Time, an! , Trat 
the Courſe of it, they conſiſted of five fine Dutchics, 4M Pans 
Milan, Mantua, Guaſtalla, Parma, and Placentia, yieluing ſince | 
clear Revenue if they could have been kept ol very lite der i 
than fix hundred thouſand Pounds a Year, beſides accident Ci 
Advantages, and the great Conveniency of providing the Prince able ] 
and Princelles, or as they are {tiled at Vienna, the Arches eme 
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Archdutcheſles of that auguſt Line, with Governments, in which 
' they might have reſided with Dignity and Mayniticence, le 


inferior to that of ſovereign Princes. It is truc, that in order 
to be in a Condition to defend theſe Dominions, it was ne— 
ceſary to make contiderable Ceftions to the King of Far- 
fria ; but then it is likewiſe true, that by maß ing theſe Ceſ- 
fons, thoſe Dominions were actually pieſcrved; and after a 
Hoody and expenſive War of ſeveral Years Continuance, there 
was not a Foot of them loſt, but on the contrary, the whole 


Dutchy of Modena and its Dependencies, together with a Part 


of the Territories of the Republick of Cena, were actually 
conquered, and remained in the Poffettion of the Empreſs 
Queer and his Sardinian Majeſty, at the Concluſion of the 
Peace, 

By the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, a proviſional Eſtabliſh- 
ment was made for the royal Infant Don Plilip, which 
ſwallowed up the Dutchies of Parma, Placentia, and Grajtolla, 
and conſequently reduced the Dominions of the Houuie of 
fyftria, to the Dutchies of Mantua wid A only ; and the 
latter of theſe ſeverely diſmenibercd. Vet notwithſtanding 
theſe Mistortunes, the Territories ſtill preſerved are very con- 
lderable, more eſpecially if we conſider wo Advantaves with 
which they are attended; the firſi is, that they are capable 
of maintaining a Force ſufficient for their own Defence, and next, 
that upon any Emergency, the Court of I enna can pour what 
Reinforcement ſlle pleaſes into theſe Dutchics chreugh the 
Tyrol; fo that notwithitanding the Power and the Ambition of 
the Houſe of Bourbon, there is good Reaſon to hope that theſe 
Countries, in the Condition they are now in, will remain in 
de peaceable Poſſeſſion of their auguſt Sovercigns, nut only 
rom the Force of the general Guaranty contained in that 
Treaty, but from the Intereit of the other Powers in Italy, 
to preſerve the Houſe of Auſiria in its preſent Condition, as 
a Point eſſentially neceſſary to the Ballance. 

There has been, ever ſince the Concluſion of that ©; ous 
Treaty, a Rumour of a Congreſs to be held for compoling 
amicably the diſcordant Intereſts in {taly; for whatever the 
Treaty of Aix la Chapelle night be, with r.15cEt to the other 
Parts of Europe, it vas very tar fron: beiz definitive here, 


lnce it has left Things in ſuch a Situation as it is impoſhble 


they ſhould continue long. But then this Deſcct 14 attended with 
a Circumſtan.c, whether (wing to the Fencirati- 1 of thoſe 
able Politicians who negociatcd it or not, we will not pre- 
ume to determine, which in a ond Meafure ballances that 

Dd 2 Deicct, 
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Defect. That Circumſtance is this; all the Potentates why watel 


Intereſts were regulated hy that Treaty, are equal'y diſſatisfied nd | 
and diſtreſſed, which will pro! ably have thi. 00d Conſe- ſevel 
quence, that they will concur in making ſuch Alterations for ae c 
their mutual Convenience, as may procure a definitive Eſtabliſh. WM their . 


ment of their refpeciive Territori? s for the reciprocal Benefits of 
the ſeveral Parties. Something of this fort has been long in 
Agitation; and when by ſecret and ſilent Negociations, the 
principal Points are ſettled, it 1s thought that a Congreſs wil 
be held at Piſa for adjuſting leſſer Matters, and putting al 
Things into form. When this is over, and not till then, 

e ſhall have a clear and diſtinét View of the Diſtribution 
of Power in this Part of the World, and therefore wh! at has 


been already ſaid, and what we have farther to ſay, mult te- th 
main ſubject to the Conſequences that may reſult from any In 
Exchanges or other Alterations which ſhall be then made. wy 
In the mean time it is certainly the Intereſt of the Hoi. 
of Auſtria, with reſpect to her Dominions in JTtaly, to pre- "mn 
ſerve a ſtrict F friendſhip with the King of Sardima, and a} an 
fair and equal Behaviour towards all her Neighbours. Thi, M 
would have been at all Times exceeding proper and advantz- 
geous, but at preſent it is indiſpenſably neceſſary. For tho'| 15 
it may ſcem a Paradox to maintain, yet in Time it will be 7% 
found a political Truth, that the Loſs of Power in /taly may pre 
prove the Means of augmenting the Influence of the Houle | 
of Auſtria, A moderate, firm, and juſt Conduct, will no r 
only excite Veneration and Eſteem, but will by Degrees 
beget Confidence and a ſtrong Attachment, ſince now all jealous Toth 
Apprehenſions are removed, and the Protection of that Po e 
may be fought without any Fears that this may give Occt- 81 
ſion to dangerous Ince: xchments. _ * 
Whenever this ſhall be brought about, it will promote 2 = 
ſincere and an extenſive Union, founded upon a mutual - wy. 
ſpect, and a Concurrence of natural Intereſts, which will : 0133 
ford a much higher and more effectual Security than any * 1 
diſtant Guarantces. It may poſſibly be ſuggeſted, that this ben 1% a 
the Conjecture only of a private Perſon, cannot defer 4S 
much Regard. But if this Conjecture be founded in tg bot 
Nature of Things, and arifes ſrom a ſerious Contemplation 9 05 * 
Facts that cannot be denied, it may be juſtiſied by Cone „ ch 
quences let it be whoſe Conjecture it will. For after r all, if {Sp 11 
will be found that private Speculatiſts in Politicks have fee bn T. 


as far into future Events as more elevated Politicians ; ff 
being neither blinded by their Paſſions, nor milled by fa 
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tinkts, they derive as many Advantages from thence as great 
»:teſmen do from their private Intelligence; ſince Negociations 
ind Intrigues, howſocver ſo well contrived, or how ſecretly 
er managed, rarely reach the Ends propoſed by them, but 
e counter-acted by Circumſtances neglected or overlooked by 
heir Authors; and yet obvious enough to thoſe who content 
»mſelves with ſtudying Things, inſtead of liſtening to the 


Projects of Men. 


Ee. HL 


4 cenciſe Account of the Grand Dutchy of Tuſcany, 
the Manner in which it is pofſcjed by bis prefent 
Imperial Majeſty, the Rank be ids thereby a- 
mng/t the Italian Princes, the -/dvant goes dew 
rived from thence to the Auſtrian Dem ni9ns ; 
and the Reaſons which particularly intereſt tie 
Maritime Powers in reſpect to this Sovereignty, 
and the Preſervation of it in the Hands it is 
mw in, and in the ſame Condition in which it at 


preſent ſubs, 


HE Grand Dutchy of Tuſcany is compoſed of the Ter- 

ritories that formerly belonged to three ſmall hut potent 
Kepublicks, viz. thoſe of Florence, Sienna, and Piſa. It was 
wout the middle of the fifteenth Century that Coſmo de Medicis, 
wo had the glorious Sirname of the Father of his Country, 
aimed the ſupreme Power. Alexander de Miedicis, his Deſcen- 
ant, was made Duke of Florence, by the Emperor Charles V. 
In1531, He was ſucceeded by his Couſin Coſmo, who had 
te Title of Grand-Duke beſtowed upon him by Pope Pius V. 
In order to raiſe him to a Rank ſuperior to the Princes of 
tal, though he had the Title only of Serene Highneſ:, where- 
s that of Royal Highneſs was given to the Duke of Saryy. 
About the beginning of the preſent Century the Grand Dulce 
Limo the Third, finding the Title of Royal Hiplhneis given 
the Emperor Leopold to the Duke of Lerain, applied 
unſlf likewiſe to his Imperial lajeſty in order to obtain the 
ane Favour, which was accordinaly granted, 


Dd 3 'T his 


— - 


4 —̃ oc |: ———— 


401 
This Prince, after a long and happy Reign, deceaſed O. 


31, 1723, at 1d Was ji icceeded in his Dominions by his Son 70 1 
Gen de VAedicis, che laſt Heir Male of his Family. The 
Iniant Don Carlos, at preſent Ring of the Two Selle, Was 
OO his Heir, and ſoon after his Arrival in [taly aliums), 

1th the Cor:fent of the Grand Duke, the Title of Heredit: i 
Grand unce of Tyfcany. But upon the Concluſion of thy 
War by which he acqui ircd the Kingdoms he now enjoys, it us 
ſtibula cd by the 1reaty of Vienna, that, the Grand Duchy ad 
1 Tiſcary fhould 6 e g Cn 19 Fr an. 418 Duke of Lor ral in Exch: nge 
for that Dutch „which was yielded to his moſt Chriſtian M. 
jelt) after the Demiſe of King Stani ſſaus. 

The Bounds that are ge erally aſcribed to Tuſcany, are the 
River Tiber, the Apennia „e Mountains, and the River Marra, 
"The whole Extent of this Country from South to N. orth is 
about one hundred and thirty Miles, and about one hundred ard 
twenty from Eait to Weſt. It is waſhed on the South and © 
the Weſt by the Mediterrancan, and with reſpect to Strength 
and Convenience, it has all the Advantages from Situation that 
Can be withed. As to the Soil of this Country, it is in fone 
Parts mountainous, where there are Mines of Copper, Ir, 
Silver and Allum, and Quarries of fine Marble, Alabatter and 
Porphyry. In other Parts it abounds with pleaſant Hills which 
are covered wiih Vines, Oranges, Lemons, Olives, and other 
Fruits, and in ſome Places there are Vallies which produce Abur- 
dance of Corn and Graſs. 

It has many little Rivers, but the chief of them is the Ari, 
The other Commodities befides thoſe already mentioned, ar 
Wool, Flax, Saffron, Serges, woollen Cloths, Silks, Tapeftre, 
gilt Leather, earthen Ware, Perfumes, Sc. There is no Cu- 
try in the World where the People are, generally ſpeaking, bet 
ter adapted to mercantile Affairs, or Where they know beter 
how to make this Diſpoſition of theirs turn to Account. Al 
the Princes of the Houſe of Medicis were themſelves Merchants 
and by their Example Commerce has been always thought ther 
What it ought to be thought elſewhere, a Thing not at all ins 
compatible with Nobility. 

The Country round about Flhrence is excellently cultivate 
and the City itſelf fo rich and fo beautiful, that it is 1 
home and abroad FLORENCE the Fair, according to the [tals 
Humour of beſtowing Epithets upon all their great Citics. 1 
other two Parts of the Grand Duke's Dominions, wiz. t 
Piſan and the Sicnneis, tho? the Country is not at all infer 
the £lorentine, are far from being ſo well peopled, and cer 
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quently from being ſo much improved. On the contrary, in 


me Places they lie almoſt waſte for want of Inhabitants, which 
has been owing chiefly to the Jealouſy of their Princes. As this 
Yunour is now pretty well wore out, there is good reaſon to 
hope that theſe Countries may recover, at leait to a tolerable 
Degree, tho* not to their ancient Splendor in the Times when 
Pila and Sienna were Republics, and either of them very capable 
making Head againſt F/rence. This ſhews the different Ef- 
tts of Government, and that Places may derive from Liberty 
moſt as great Bleſſings as from Nature. 

But the great Glory of Tuſcany, and the true Source of her 
power and Wealth, at leaſt in modern Times, has been her 
f:mous Port of Leghorn, or as the Italians call it Livorns, ob- 
ained in Exchange for Sarzana from the Gene. The Coun- 
try about it was formerly a vile Moraſs, or rather Quagmire, 
the noxious Steams of which rendered the Air unwholeſome; 
but by the Skill and Pains of an Engliſbman, Sir Robert Dudley, 
don to Queen Elizabeth's potent Favourite the Earl of Leicgſter, 
and himſelf created Duke of Northumberland by the Emperor, 
the Soil was rendered habitable, the Air much def. unwholetome, 
ail the Port improved fo as to become the beſt in tay. 

By his Advice alſo it was made a free Port, that is, the Du- 
ties inwards are very eaſy, and upon Exportation there are no 
Duties at all. This has rendered it for about a Century paſt the 
great Magazine of the Levant Trade, and drawn thither Mer- 
chants from all Parts, more eſpecially Fews and Armenians, of 
whom many reſide there, and have great Privileges allowed 
them. But after all, the greateſt Part of the Commerce was and 
carried on by the Subjects of the Maritime Powers, who for 
that Reaſon have their Conſuls reſident there, and intcreſt them- 
ſelves upon all Ogcaſions in its Favour. 

On this account Care has been taken to ſtipulate in all the 
Treaties fince the Quadruple Alliance, that the Port of Leg- 
um ſhould remain in its preſent Situation, in whoſe Hands ſo- 
erer it was left; which however to ſome may appear almoſt a 
needleſs Precaution, ſince it is of ſuch very high Importance to 
the Sovereign of Tuſcany that it ſhould ſo remain. It is in truth 
the great Wheel which gives Motion to the Trade of that 
Country, and attracts thither the richeſt Commoditics and the 
moſt valuable Manufactures of Italy, from whence vaſt Advan= 
ages ariſe, not only to the Subjects of the Grand Duke, but alſo 
to the Prince himſelf; whence one would be tempicd to ſuppoſe, 
that eſpect to his own Intereſts might ſuperſede the Neceſſity of 
"ay ſuch Interpoſition. | 

Dd 4 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, the Friendſhip of the Maritime Powers is a Thing 7 


ſo great Conſequence to whatever Prince is in Poſſeſſion of Ty. 
cany, that the bare Conſideration of that feems to be a Motite 
more than ſuſſicient to. ſecure all the Immunities granted to the 
Port of Leghorn from the ſmalleſt Violation. However in Mat- 
ters of ſo tender a Nature nothing ought to be neglected, and 
therefore we have the greater Reaſon to perſuade ourſelves, that 
a Thing ſo perfectly azrecaule to the Intereſts of all Parties wi! 
never become the Subject of any kind of Diſpute. 

Jom Gaſton de Medicis, Grand Duke of Tuſcany, having hz 
the Mortification to fee his Territorics difpoſed of in his Life. 
time to Strangers, notwithſtanding all the Oppoſition he cou 
poittbly give to that Mc:fire, left this World July , 1737, and 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Lorrain fuccceded him without 
the leaſt Diſpute, in Conſequence of the fourth Article of the 
Preliminaries ſigned at Vienna in 1735. Throuzhout the while 
Courſe of the laſt War, the Grand Dutchy of Tuſcany was con- 
ſ:dercd as a neutral Country, as indeed it ought ; for his Imperial 
Majeſty holding it in Exchange, and under the fame Rules of 
Succeſſion with thoſe of his hereditary Countries of Lorrain and 
Barr, there cou!d be no Pretence formed to his Prejudice, or 
that could ſo much as afford any Colour for diſturbing or di- 
{treifing his Subjects. 

It is to be hoped that this Precedent will be exactly followed, 
in caſe any future Diſturbances ſhould break out in this Country; 


andi it is very eaſy to perceive what real Advantages are derived 


from ſo valuable a Privilege, more eſpecially when it reſpetts 3 
Country which ſubſiſts in a great meaſure by Trade, and which 
in conſequence of this Privilege muſt always prove, as it did in 
the laſt War, the Aſylum of ſuch as have no other Deſire than 
to live by the Fruits of their own Induſtry. 

It is now Time to ſpeak of the Revenue and Forces of thi: 
Principality. The Grand Dukes of Tuſcany were always te- 
markable for their prudent ¶Qconomy, which rendered them 
without Compariſon the richeſt Princes in Italy; they were 
great Patrons of Induſtry and Arts, very attentive to what might 
promote the Welfare of their Subjects, and omitted nothing 
chat might engage Strangers of Merit to ſettle amongſt them. 
Yet the Politicians of Italy had always a Notion, that thong 


in all other Reſpects tlleſe Princes made very good Shepherds, 


they were nevertheleſs apt to ſhear their Flock a little too cloie, 
Hover that matter may be, it was never thought an extra- 
gant Computation when the Revenues of this Grand Dutch 
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y, one half of which, at leaſt in Times of Peace, remained 
{ife in the Coffers of the Grand Duke, or if it found its Way 
out, was employed in Trade, or lent to his Subjects at a good 
Intzreft, Whether the Savings are altogether as great now as in 
ſormer Times, may poſſibly admit of ſome Doubt, but there is 
none with Regard to the Income, which 1s as great as ever. 

The Grand Duke had alſo commonly thirty Thouſand Men 
in Pay, or rather inrolled ; but as they were ſeldom called to 
Grice, ſome have ſuſpected that inflead of 1 him any 
thing, his Troops might poſſibly contribute to the Increaſe of 
his Revenue. In the Situation that Things are now, there is a 
mall regular Force, and but a very ſmall one, maintained by 
the Grand Duke, but the Militia either are, or might be, put 
won the ſame Foot as in former Times. The Princes of the 
Houſe of Modicis had likewiſe a conſiderable maritime Force, 
ty which is meant a conſiderable Force in reſpect to their 
\eighbours, which tho” in itſelf no great Matter, yet the Grand 
Dke's Squadron of Gal'ies, in Conjunction with thoſe of 
Naples, and the Pope, kept the Sea clear of Privateers, and the 
lahabitants of the Coaſt without Apprehenfion of being inſult. 
e by the Corſairs of Barbary. In a Word, the Grand Dukes 
of Tuſcany, through their Wealth and their Power, under the 
Direction of a right Plan of Policy, maintained a high Reputa- 
ton, and were eſteemed and treated by their Neighbours as 
the greateſt Princes in Hay; as in Return, they were never 
wanting either in good Offices, or in any other Aſſiſtance to- 
wards ſuch of their Neighbours as were oppreſſed, or ſeemed 
t be in Danger of Oppreſſion. I his therefore, as far as it is 
practicable, ought to be the Policy of modern Times. 

Before the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, the Communication 
tween Tuſcany and the Dominions of the Houſe of Auftria 
in Itah, was open and eaſy, but as Things now ſtand, it is 


W cute otherwiſe ; for all the Dominions of the Infant Duke of 


Parma, as well as Part of thoſe of the Duke of Modena, lie 
tween the Grand Dutchy and that of Milan; and the Dutchy 
« Modena, and the Dominions of the Church interpoſe them- 
eures between Tuſcany and the Dutchy of Mantua. This will 
plain to the Reader the true Reaſon of the Pains that is 
den to make a large and convenient Road from the Frontiers 
tf Tyſeany to Bologna, which would indeed facilitate a Com- 
munication with Mantua, but then it muſt be through the 
minions of other Princes. This is a grcat and viſible In- 
vyenience, and ſo much the more mortifying, as there ſeems 
% no Poſſibility of finding a Remedy, becauſe it is not any 
Parcel 
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Parcel or Corner of a Country that interpoſes, but the Whole 
Length of one, and the whole Breadth of the other, which in 
Time of War at leaſt, will render all Correſp 
rious, if not impracticable, and without doubt is a NI. 


ondence preca- 


atter 
which deſerves Conhderation. 


But however troubleſome and inconvenient this Change may 
be for the preſent, yet aſſuredly neither the Grand Dutchy of 
Tuſcany, nor the Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria, are in 
any imminent Danger from it, or the Ballance of J; 


N ee 


aly much 


affected thereby). The Grand Dutchy, as we have aircady © 


ſhewn, belongs to the Emperor by ſuch a peculiar Right, that 


while there is any Faith, any Honow, or any Shame in © 


Princes, it can never be attacked. On the other Hand, 4s 
his Imperial Majeſty ſuccceds the Houſe of Medicis in all their 
Prerogativcs, and is from the very Nature of his Tenure ob 5 
liged to purſue their Maxims of Government, that is to f | 

voidi | Dif th his Newt # 
avoiding as much as may be, al itputes with his Nejsh. # 


. . 7 Co ls 
bours, we may well expect that the interior Strength of his 


Dominions may prove a ſufficient Security to him, as it did to 


them. We may add to this, that the Sca muſt remain al- 


ways open, and conſidering the Intereſt that the maritime“ 


Powers have in the Port of Leghorn, as well as the Guaranty 
they have granted to the Grand Dutchy, there is no room to 
fear that they would be remiſs in ſending a ſpeedy and ſuff- 
cient Naval Force to his Aſſiſtance. 

As to the Auſtrian Dominions, their Safety cannot be en- 
dangered through the Want of a direct Communication with 
Tuſcany, becauſe Experience has ſhewn us in the laſt War, that 
they may be very well qgfended, tho' the Grand Dutchy main 
tained a ſtrict Neutrality. Beſides, if contrary to all Appear- 
anccs, Tiſcany ſhou'd be attacked on both Sides, that is, by the 
King of the 7 wo Sicilies, and the Infant Duke of Parma, of 
any of their Succeſſors, a powerful Diverſion might be made 
from the Auftrian Dominions, and a new Communication 
quickly opencd. As to the Ballance in Tah, there is not the 
leaſt Colour to ſuſpect that it ſhould ſuffer at all by this Means 
for the Safety ot that ever did, and ever will depend upon thE 
ſeveral Governments that ſubſiſt there, attending to their ich 
ſpective and ſeveral Intereſts, without incroaching upon, of 
diſturbing their Neighbours ; ſo that whatever contributes t 
this, may be very reaſonably conſidered as advantage" us t 
that likewiſe. But tho' this is a great deal to this Point, yct , 
is not all, Fol 
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For we muſt conſider at the ſame Time, that if the Eſta- 
I ziment of the Royal Infant, and the Dutchy of Medena, lie 
bercen the Ay/trian Dominions and the Grand Dutchy of 
Tu, the Grand Dutchy of Tuſcany at the fame Time lies 
ao not only between them and the Two Sicilies, but allo be- 
ween them and the Sea, which is a Point of very great Con- 
7 OY quence, I mean to the Tranquillity of {taly, and to the Bal- 
nice of Power there; becauſe it puts both the Houſe of Auſtria 


F 


nud Bow bon under equal Diffcullics, in caſe of their forming 
h y Projects to the Prejudice of cach other, or of any ot the 
wt of their Neighbours, which in whatever Light they may 


it BY (card it, cannot certainly be diſpleaſing to other Powers, who 
in kc no other Intereſt or View, with reſpect to this Part 
as ct the World, than to ſee it remain quiet, and the ſeveral 
ir EY Princes therein employed in promoting the Welfare of their 
- reſpe&tive Subjects, which if they would do, they might be all 
) MY fich and happy, and free from the Fear of ſeeing ultramontane 


h- 4mics in its Bowels. 

my It is plain from what has been ſaid, that there is very little 
to Probability, and no Sort of Neceflity, of ſuch a Change as has 
a- ben long rumourcd of this Grand Dutchy, for the new Eſta- 
me 


bihment of the Infant Duke, with a Sum of Money cquiva- 
ent to the Difference of the Revenues produced by the two 
Countries. Such an Exchange it is true would remove the Ob- 
ſacle beforementioned, would reſtore the Connection between 
the Auftrian Dominions, and thoſe of his Imperial Majeſty, 
and make the Royal Infant Sovereign of Territories, that con- 
ine not indeed upon his Brother's Dominions, but upon thoſe 
o the Church, through which his Armies might always 
command a Paſſage. It may however be doubted, whether 
tis Plan would be acceptable to the oth: Princes of Italy, as 
well as whether it would be really productive of any extraor- 
linary Advantage to the Parties intereſted therein, for the Rea- 
ons that have been already given. The Point however ſeemed 
vorth explaining, becauſe notwithſtanding the Noiſe this Projcct 
made, there were but very few at this Diſtance who ſeemed to 
have a true Notion of the Motives upon which it was 
lounded, 

To conclude, the plain Intereſt of his Imperial Majeſty, in 
Quality of Grand Duke of an, is to maintain the ancient 
form, and to purſue the old Maxims of Government in that 
Country, to take every Meaſure requiſite for preſerving, cn- 
Wuraging, and extending the Commerce of his Subjects, and 
ditivating with all poſſible Care a fincere Friendſhip with the 

neiglibouring 
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neighbouring Powers. Such Meaſures cannot fail of procyrine 


the deſired. Effects; that is, cannot fail of making the Grand 1 
Dutchy rich and flouriſhing, which is the only Means to ſecure | 


its Sovereign a great Revenue, while his Subjects enjoy the 
greateſt of temporal Bleſſings, Plenty and Peace. ; 


. 


A brief Account of the Family, Dominions, and 


political Intereſts, of his Serene Highneſs the 
Duke of Modena. 


HE Houſe of Ee is not only allowed by the beſt Hiſto- 
rians, to be without Controverſy one of the moſt ancicnt 

and illuſtrious in Itah, but alſo in Europe. 
rives its Deſcent from Axon, Lord of Efe, which is a ſmall but plea- 
ſant Town in Lembardy, not far from Padua, who flairithed 
in the tenth Century, His Deſcendants became very conſuler- 
able Princes, and ſo continued down to Alphonſo I. who wes 
Duke of Ferrara, Modena, and Reggio. 
Wives, the firſt Anne Daughter to the Duke of Milan, by 
whom he had no Iſſue: 


quis de Montechio. 


Hercules II. ſucceeded his Father, and married the Daughter 
of the French King, Lewis XII. by whom he had Apen, 
and Lewis, ftiled Cardinal of Ferrara, Alphonſo II. ſuccecded 


his Father, and having no Iſſue, called to the Succeſſion of his 
Dominions, Cæſar de Efte, Son to Alphonſo de Efte, Marquis 
of Montechio, and died in the Year 1597. Pope Clement VIII. 


reſolved to lay Hold of this Opportunity of uniting the Dutchy | 
of Ferrara to the Dominions of the Church; and according'\, 8 
under Pretence that Alphonſo de Lite was illegitimate, be 


marched in Perſon with an Army into the Territory of Jr. 


rara, and by Force of Arms drove out the new Duke. 1 


Tranſaction muſt be entirely attributed to Ambition, ſupport: 


This Family de- | 


This Prince had three 


The ſecond, Lucretia, natural 
Daughter to Pope Alexander VI. by whom he had Iſſue three 
Sons; Hercules, who ſucceeded him in his Dominions; Thb. 
lito, Cardinal of Ee, the greateſt Prelate of his Age; for he 
was Archbiſhop of Milan, Auch, Arles, and Lyons, Biſhop of 
Autun, Abbot of Flavigni, &c. and Francis Marquis de la | 
Aaſſa: His third Wife was Laura Euſtochia, the Daughter of 
a Citizen of Modena, by whom he had Alphonſo de Eſte, Mar- 
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e by Violence, ſince the Pope had no Colour of Right: For, 
it, Alphonſo de Efle was no Baſtard, his Mother, tho' much 
"acrior in Degree, being lawfully married to the Duke his 
Father : In the next Place, he was expreſly legitimated by 
the Emperor, to remove all Objection : And, thirdly, if he 
hd been a Baſtard, he might have ſucceeded in that Dutchy 
va Cuſtom ſanctified, if not introduced, by Authority of the 
Holy See. It is therefore not without Reaſon, that the 
Dues of Modena always inſiſt on their Right to the Dutchy 
of Ferrara. 

C:cjar de Eftr, however, tho' he loſt the Dutchy of Ferrara, 
rccived the Inveſtiture of Modena and Reggio from the Empe- 
ror Rodoſph II. He married Virginia, Daughter to Coſmo I. 
Grand Duke of Florence; and having reigned thirty Years, de- 
caſed in 1628. He was ſuccecded by his Son Alphonſo III. who 
had married in his Father's Lite-time the Princeſs 7ſabella, 
Daughter to the Duke of Savoy, for whom he had fo tender an 
Aﬀection, that upon her Death he renounced the World and 
became a Capuchin, leaving the Government of his Dominions 
to his Son Francis, who became Duke of Modena in 1629. This 
Prince was thrice married; firſt to the Daughter of the Duke of 
Parma, by whom he had his Succeſſor Alphonſe, and ſeveral 
Princeſſes ; ſecondly, to her Siſter, by whom he had an only 
Daughter, who died an Infant; and laſtly, to the Daughter of 
the Prince of Pale/trina, by whom he had a Son Rinaldo, ho- 
noured with a Cardinal's Cap from Name in 1686. | 

Alp>mſe, by ſome reckoned the ſecond, by others the fourth, 
luccecded his Father in the Year 1658. He married Laura 
Aartinoxxi, Niece to Cardinal MHaxarine, by whom he had a 
Daughter Mary Beatrix Hleanora, who eſpouſed James the ſe- 
ond, King of Great Britain, and Francis, who ſucceeded him 
n his Dominions while a Child in his Cradle in 1662. This 
Duke married in 1692 the Dauzhter of the Duke of Parma, and 
ding without Iſſue in 1694, his Uncle the Cardinal of Eſte laid 
* his Purple, and aſſumed the Title of Duke of Modena and 

2210, 

Kinald de Efte attached himſelf from the Beginning of his 
Reign to the Houſe of Auſtria, and remained firm to thoſe En- 
cazements ſo long as he lived. He eſpouſed in 1695 Charlotta 
tetag, Daughter to the Duke of Hanover and Siſter to the Em- 
prels, which very probably fortified his Zeal to the Imperial 
family, which diſcovered itſelf at a Time when it was far from 
tuning to his Advantage, that is, upon the breaking out of the 
We occaſioned by the diſputed Succeſſion to the * of 
pain; 
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Spain; which induced Lewis XIV. towards the Cloſe of e! 
Year 1703 to diſpoſieſs him of all his Dominions, and to unite ö 
them to the Crown of France. The Duke of MHadena had ſome ! 
Time before retired to Bologna, and went from thence to Bins | 
in order to ſollicit the Pope's Interpoſition with the eldeſt Son cf 
the Church in favour of a Prince, whoſe Crime was of no deep: i 


er Dye than acknowledging the Archduke Charles for King gf 


Spain; but except ſpecious and deluſive Promiſes, his derene 


Highneſs reaped nothing from this Journey. 


The moſt Chriſtian King however perceiving, that tho the 


Duke of Modena could not defend his Dominions, yet the Man. 


ner in which he had treated him was univerſally offenſive to the 


Italian Princes, and did him much more Hurt than the Poſſoſſion 
of Modena and its Dependencies could do him Good, thought 
proper to renounce all I itle to his new Conqueſt, declaring it to 


belong to his CGrrandlon the King of Spain, and uniting it to the 


Dutchy of Alilan. 


ſieur de Bar, the French 


Honour of delivering up the Citadel into his Hands, as to its 


lawful Maſter ; which Propoſition was immediately accepted, 


and the Duke entered again into the Poſſeſſion of his Countrics 
which had been miſerably harrafled and exhauſted by his Ene- 


mies, who treated his Subjects with inexcuſable Severity out off 


Hatred to their Sovereign. 


His Serene Highneſs, in 1708, had ſome Hopes given him, 


that after ſuffering ſo much by the War he might at length be a 

Gainer by it, ſince his Brother-in-law the Emperor falling out 

with the Pope ſeized the County and Caftle of Con aebi, to 

which the Duke of Modena had the fame Right as to the F 

reſe, and it was generally thought that he would have reſtore 

both Dutchy and County, as he might very ealily hae conc, 9 
2 


10 


In this Situation it continued till Prince! 
Eugene with the Imperial Army entered /:aly in 1706, when in 
the Night between the 19th and 20th of November the City of 
Modena was taken by Storm, or rather by Surprize, and the grect- 
eſt part of the French Garriſon cut to pieces. The ſmall Remains 
of that Garriſon retired into the Citadel, which they not only] 
threatened to hold out to the laſt Extremity, but even pretendel 
to bombard the Town and reduce it to Aſhes, which his Serene 
Highneſs Prince Eugene prevented by acquainting the Governor} 
that if he procceded in his brutal Deſign, he would infallibly$ 
cauſe him and every Man under his Command to be hangell 
upon tae Walls. This gave a new Turn to Things; for Mon- 
overnor, being informed that the Duke 

of Modena was returned from Bologna to his Capital, ſent him 
a very polite Meſſage, importing, that he deſired to have the 
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+ lawful Owner, But his Imperial Majeſty having carried his 
point with the Pope by a Treaty ſigned Jane 15, 1709, left 
the Deciſion of the Duke's Claim to a Congregation of Cardi- 
nals, who to be ſure were moſt equal Judges between the Pope 
and any Prince whatever; but in the mean time the Emperor 
kept Comachio in his own Hands by way of Scqueſtration. In 
this Situation Things remained, very little to the Satisfaction 
either of the Pope or of the Duke, till by a I reaty between Be- 
nadie? XIII. and the Emperor Charles VI. dated at Rome Novem- 
ber 24, 1724, Comachio was reſtored to his Holineſs, but with an 
expreſs Reſervation of the Rights of the Empire and of the 
Duke of Modena upon that Fict, and a Proviſo that this Reſti- 
tution ſhould have no Operation whatever in favour of the Pope's 
Title. 

But if his Serene Highneſs of Modena failed in his reaſonable 
Expectation of being once more put into Poſicſhon of the Patri- 
mony of his Anceſtors, he had however the Satisfaction of re- 
ceiving a noble Equivalent for the Loſſes he had ſuſtained by his 
Fidelity to the Houſe of Auſtria, For the French King having 
given the Example of transterring the Dominions of one Italian 
Prince to another, his Imperial Majeſty made no Difficulty of 

ting to the then hereditary Prince, and now reigning Duke 
of Modena, the Inveſtiture of the Dutchics of Mirandola and 
Cincordia, their Sovereign of the Houſe of Pio having thought 
ft a little imprudently to declare himſelf very carly in favour of 
the two Crowns, by which thoſe valuable Dutchics were united 
to the Dominions of Madena, and have continued Part of them 
ever ſince. 

The Tranquility of Europe being in ſome Meaſure reſtored 
by the Treaties of Utrecht and Baden, his Serene Highneſs 
thought fit to provide for the Succeſſion to his Dominions, by 
marrying the hereditary Prince in the Month of Zune 1720, to 
Charlotte Aglae d Orleans, Daughter to the Duke Regent of 
France. This Marriage ſoon after it was celebrated, became, 
from Cauſes the World has never been acquainted with, the 
Source of ſome Family Diſcontents, upon which the Hercditury 
Prince and Princeſs quitted the Court of Madena, and endia- 
youred to mitigate the Senſe of this Diſaſter by Travclling, "The 
od Duke in the mean time remained firm to his original Syſtem, 
add in the War which broke out upon the Dcath of thc King 
of Poland, adhered ſtcadily to the Intereſts of the Houſe of 
fufiria, which coſt him as much Trouble and ill Uſage in the 
ver Decline of Life, as he had experienced in the Flower of 
bs Age, He had however tlie Satisfaction of ſurviving his 
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Misfortunes, and of returning from Balagra (which he lf Eu. 
again choſen for his Retreat) to his Capital of Modina. Hi; d Made 
Imperial Majelty Charles VI. in Gratitude to the Virtucs of this &r ſhort 
er. and good Prince, made him a Preſent of a moſt nol}. Adna 
rdſhip in Z{urgary, and entailed it upon his Family, Aſter whether 
Binn through ſuch a Variety of Fortunes without the caſt mount 
iminution of Character, this venerable Duke departed te Na any fi 
World in Peace in his own Palace October 26, 1737, aged cighty is Prin 
three, © MM Prcdeceſl 
Francis Maria d' Eſte ſuccceded his Father in his Dominions WW The J 
but having married a Princeſs of the Blood of France, by whom IM > the f 
he has a numerous Iilue, he entered into Engagements with the with Cor 
Crowns of France and Spain, tho with great Secrecy, before WM tited by 
the breaking out of the laſt War, raiſed Forces, and jortified all County 
the ſtrong Places in his Dominions. His Sardiniau Majeſtr, on on: 
however, taking Advantage of the Difficultics the Duke of cer, th 
Montemar who commanded the Spaniſh Forces in f was nountair 
under, entered the Dominions of his Serene Highneſs with a Win theſe ! 
ſuperior Force, and upon his withdrawing to the Spa Armr, ſavitants 
ſeized and reduced them, having firſt diſarmed his Forces. Aιft ay in 1. 
this, all the Territories of this Prince in Italy were adminiſerd Aena, 
by the Authority and for the joint Benefit of the Empreſs Queen & the tw 
and the King of Sardinia, The former likewiſe contiſcated and ces ſuch 
diſpoſed of his Eſtates in Hungary, to which however, as wcll u here: 
as to all his Dominions in J/taly, his Serene Highneſs was e- Witter belc 
ſtored by the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, and is in full Poſicfiion WW *f of th 
of them at this Lime. He has already begun to reſtore Things Face of x 
to their former State, by directing the ſtrong Citadel of Hiran- o to 
dola to be repaired and fortified, and that he may appear ao ics bons in 
careful of his Subjects Intereſts than of his own Security, has trely der 
aboliſhed various Duties and Impoſitions that were injuri us d {Wt ſince 
Commerce, and is meditating other ſalutary Reſolutions, amongſt The D 
which it is ſaid a cordial Reconciliation with the Court of Via ut twe 
is one of the chief. This is ſo much the more protable, as thare N beau 
is no Prince in /taly to whom the Friendſhip of the Emperor Mad the ( 
and the Houſe of Auſtria is of fo great Conſequence as to the Mirandela 
Duke of Modena. The Truth of this will manifeſtiy appear ted, Ihe 
from the following Deſcription of his Territories. F {ox My] 
The Dominions of his Serene Highneſs the Duke of Aa Canal 
are compoſed, as the Reader has already ſcen, of various Ti- th, Th 
tories acquired at different Times, and held by differ. vt Titles, lily of E 
If we compare the preſent State of the Houſe of Ee with its I ene hut 
original Condition, it will ſeem to | e greatly improved; but if 3 1 
tagethe 


we reflect upon the Condition of this Family wen the Uuichy 
05 
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4 [ i Ferrara, and the County of Comachis, as well as the Dutchics 
of Midena and Reggio, were in its Poſſeſſion, we ſhall find it 


7 kr ſhort now of what it was. However the preſent Duke of 
* Iodena is a far more conſiderable Prince than his Grandfather, 


N whether we conſider the Extent of his Dominions, or the 
+ MW nount of his Revenues ; neither is it at all impoſſible, in caſe 
of any future Alterations in the Diſtribution of Power in 7taly, 
this Prince or his Succeſſors may be Gainers, as well as his 
rdeceſſors were in Times paſt. 
- MW The Dutchy of Modena, properly fo called, comprehends one 
n c the faireſt and moſt fruitful Countries in Itah, abounding 
\ ich Corn, Wine, Oil, and Fruits, very populous, and inha- 
+ ed by an ingenious and induſtrious People. The ſmall 
111 WM County of Frignano bordering on the Bologne/e, is annexed to 
non one Side, and Part of the Country of Carfagnano on the 
of der, the reſt belonging to the Republick of Lucca. It is very 
25 nountainous, but far from being deſpicable for all that, ſince 
2 Wi theſe Mountains there are Mines of great Value, and the In- 
bbitants are a Race of People robuſt, hardy, and brave, as 
r a in //aly. The Dutchy of Reggio lies Weſt from that of 
da, and is by ſome accounted the more conſiderable Dutchy 
en che two, and indeed fo it is, if we conſider its Dependen- 
nd (es, ſuch as the Principalities of Correggio and Capi, the for- 
dn heretofore poſſeſſed by Princes of the fame Name, and the 
re WHT liter belonging to the Family of Pio. In the North-weſt Cor- 
on rer of this Dutchy, ſtands Bercello upon the Po, formerly a 
lee of great Strength, yielded by the late Duke of Modena in 
M 1701 to the pern to facilitate their military Opera- 
ch bons in /zaly, and for that Reaſon, beſieged, taken, and en- 
123 trely demoliſhed by the French in 1705, nor has it been 
% Wer ſince reſtored to its ancient Condition. 
þ The Dutchy of Mirandbla, including that of Concordia, is 
„out twenty Miles in Length, and five in Breadth ; it is a 
ery beautiful and a very plentiful Territory, ſull of Villages, 
ad the Country round about them thoroughly cultivated. 
Mirandola is ſtrong by Situation, and has been formerly well for- 
ted. Ihe City of Concordia ſtands on the Secchia, at the Diſtance 
{ix Miles from Mirandola, between which Cities there is a 
ne Canal called the Navilo, which facilitates the Commerce of 
uch. Theſe Dutchics were very great Acquiſitions to the Fa- 
lily of Eſte, ſince their Revenucs are, moderately, computed 


1 its ene hundred thouſand Crowns a Year, Having ſpoken of 
ut if Countries ſeparately, we will conſider them next as they 
by WF veecher and make the Patrimeny of this Prince, now ſet- 
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fled and confirmed, as well as guarantied, by the grealeß 

l Powers. | 
Efe whole Eſtates of the Duke of Modena have the Datchies 
of Mantua and Guaſtalla on the North; the Grand Dutchy 
of Tuſcany on the South, together with the Territorics of the 
Republick of Lucca; the Brbone e and the Dutchy of Ferrara, 


on the Eait ; and the Dutchy of Parma on the Welt. "The Extent all 
of theſe Countries from South to North, is about fiſty-ſix Le- bis . 
{i Miles, and they are about fifty Miles in Breadth from We the 
to Eaſt, The Duke of Modena, in Time of Peace, enjoys 1] _ 
Revenue of about one hundred thouſand Pounds a Year u Cee 
leaſt, with which he maintains a very ſplendid Court, and to ti 
when his Circumſtances renders it requiſite, can keep uy al par; 
Body of eight thouſand regular Troops. ; The greateſt Incon- ; 
OE 11 ituati f his Country is, that it has no Com. tot 
veniency in the Situation of his Country is, PF Cy 1 
munication with the Sea, which might be ecaſily removed, if 
he could recover either by Treaty or Force the Dutchy af of 7 
Ferrara, which lies upon the Gulph of Venice. de. 


It is to be obſerved, that the weſtern Part of the Dutchy off 
Reggio, intervenes intirely between the e's, on Parma and 
that of Cugſtalla, fo that they can have no pr 
but by the River Po; as this is very inconvenient fort : 1 ant 
Duke, it has been ſurmifed that he would reſtore to 8 4 m4 
preſs Queen a Part of the Dutchy of Gua/talla, 5 - 1 
engage her to grant the Duke of Modena an ILY 
Part of his Country, and if this Negotiation is ex , con 
to bear, that Equivalent will be eaſily found, ſince the * 
ef Nvellara, which is likewiſe a Part of the Mantuan, a 
the midſt of the Eftates of the Duke of Modena, and _=— h 
very convenient for him. On the other Hand, there = er 
a Nee as if his Serene Highneſs was deſirous of exc 11 
for it the Countries that he holds in Hungary, won to 5 
no doubt would be very acceptable, but will hardly e 
in the ſame Light to the Houſe of Au/tria. _ n Wr 
it is plainly the Intereſt of his Serenc N ( he ww 
to continue an Halian Prince) to reſume his Fathe! 1 as 
and to attach himſelf cloſcly to that Family, which wi ad 
ways able to protect him, and from which alone 3 . - 
any Aſſiſtance, in Reference to the old Claims of 1 00 
which if they could be brought to bear, would alter h CC: 
dition very much. | 
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Be. V. 
The Power of the Pope conſidered as the Head of 


all Chriſizans who hold Communion with Rome; 
his Authority and Grandeur as a temporal Prince, 
the Nature and Maxims of his Government, the 
general Intereſt of the See of Rome with Regard 
to the Princes and States of Chriſtendom, and the 
particular Intereſts of the ſame See, in Reference 
to the Princes and States in Italy, including 
alſo an Account of all the temporal Dominicus 
of the Pope, their Situation, Extent, Revenues, 
&c. 


HE Deſign of this Work makes it abſolutely neceſſary to 
examine the Nature of the Papal Power, for many Rea- 
ſons, but more eſpecially as it has a very great Influence on the 
Balance of Power in general, as well as a very particular Re- 
tion to that of Italy. It would indeed require much more 
Room than we have to ſpare, and lead us at the ſame Time 
telide our Purpoſe, to treat this Matter in its full Extent, and 
v enter into an expreſs Deduction of the Means by which the 
piritual Authority of the Popes was gradually raiſcd to ſuch a 
eight, as that with which it was excrciſcd in the Times im- 
nediately preceding the Reformation z neither is at all neceſ- 
wy that we ſhould enter into any expreſs Detail of the Means 
by which the Popes have acquired the ſeveral Parts of their 
coral Dominions. What we chiefly aim at, may be ac- 
ompliſhed by a ſuccinct View of the Nature, Prerogatives, 
nd Influence of this ſpiritual Monarchy, ſo far as it reſpects 
be Chriſtian Powers, and a ſhort Deſcription of thoſe 'Terri- 
nes, from the Poſſeſſion of which the Pope is conſidered as a 
tporal Prince, and as one of the moſt conſiderable Potentates 
n, which will be found highly uſeful towards obtaining 
itiorough Comprehenſion of the Intereſts of Europe. 
H we confider that the Popes riſe to that Dignity from very 
micrior Stations, were heretofore frequently, and are ſtill ſome- 
ines of mean Families, without any Support from Kindred 
* Relations, deriving a great Part of their Revenues from the 
E 6 7 Sub- 
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dubjects of other Princes, and this in virtue of their claimi ; he Gt 
a Share in their Allegiance, exerciſing an Authority grounded 


: ge. | ine 
only in Opinion, and frequently aſſuming a Superiority oye | 015 
thoſe to whom they have not only been themſelves in Obe. Diſput 
dience, but have alſo rendered them domeſtick Offices in the Clergy 
Nature of Servants: When, I ſay, we conſider all this, with » de pc 
Multitude of other Particulars, that every intelligent Readers WM te M 
Memory will furniſh, we cannot help wondering that this | yentiny 
Eccleſiaſtical Empire has ſtood ſo long, grown up to fo great a Chur 
Height, and continues yet to enjoy a green old Age, tha WM that in 
does not ſeem to betray any Symptoms of a ſpeedy Diſſolu- ciples | 
tion, : de See 
But upon a nearer and cloſer Inſpection, we ſhall find that WM the abt 
this Sprritzal Monarchy, like ſome of the leaning Towers tha WM. vita 
have made ſo much Noiſe in Itah, tho? it ſeems to carry evident co-opet 
Marks of Weakneſs, is in Fact a Structure very ſtrong in itſel, WM. As 1 
contrived with great Skill, as well as erected with much Art, dee ot 
If in other Monarchies Princes have pretended to a Divine rlied b. 
Right, the Pope goes ſtill farther, and claims a kind of Diviv WM Man 
Power, by which he is raiſed as much above other Princes, Dignity 
as thoſe Princes are above their People. This Claim, together | creat C 
with the Title of H!ine/s, having the Recommendation of a long Wl <ecive 
Preſcription, cannot but cxcite an high Veneration in the Minds rely re 
of ſuch as believe it. The Papal Character being given with | —— 
the greateſt Ceremony by thoſe who are preſumed to be tie Wil commo! 
beſt Judges of Religion and religious Intereſts, ſeems in the WM Room f 
Opinion of the Multitude to alter the very Nature of him who WW zernmer 
is adorned therewith, and to transform him from a Man of WM Feine th 
like Paſſions with themfelves, into a Sacred Perſon, It is true, WM yintaoe 
that in Proteſtant Countries, as nothing of this is »clicved, gen of 
it is very hard to be underſtood. Vet the Fact is beyond WM in the 
Difpute, and whatever wifer Perſons in popiſh Kingdoms may mily, F. 
conceive, the Bulk of the People have the high!) F vertnce Succeſfo 
tor the Holy Father. — 
The cloſe Connection between the Olercy in all poriſh tom wi 
Countrics and the Court of Ree, joined to the occaſional B- © Polic 
nefits that Monarchs themſelves may receive by Bulls frem the WW &hool f 
Holy Sec, makes taem unwilling to interpoſe, or break ot tha: WM from wh 
Commerce which their Subjects have with Rome, that in We » 
certain Occaſions they may derive Favours from thence, which fundamet 
may eaſily procure what otherwiſe might with Difficulty bs ſame, thi 
forced by their own Authority, The Subjection of the Ce IM wiform + 
to a foreign Head makes them ſometimes more tractable bers and 


their natural Sovercigns than they otherwiſe would be, fince 
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elolutely 


© 1 
ſince 
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de Good-will and Friendſhip of a ſingle Perſon is more cafily 
attained, than the Direction of nam, and beſides in thoſe 
(Cafes there can be no Appeal to the People, becauſe in all ſuch 
Diſputes they think an implicit Submiſſion the Duty of the 
Clergy. We may add to this another Reaſon, which is, that 
the popiſh Princes cheriſh the Spiritual Power of the Pepe, as 
the Means of preſerving, Unity in Religion, and thereby pre- 
venting religious Diſputes, which very ſeldom diturbs the 
Church, without diſturbing the State alſo. Thus it appears, 
that independent of Enthuſiaſm and Superſtition, political Prin- 
ciples have no ſmall Share in promoting that Adherence to 
the See of Rome, which at firſt Sight ſeems ſo irreconcileable to 
the abſolute Authority of Soverergn Princes, and which not- 
withſtanding by their dextrous Management is often made to 
co-operate therewith. 

As to the interior Strength of the Papal Government, we 
need only reflect, that the Advantages of Birth are well ſup- 
pied by the great Parts, and other Qualifications with which 
2 Man muſt be neceſſarily endowed, who is promoted to this 
Dignity. His being obliged to Celibacy 1s another Point of 
great Conſequence, in as much 2s it prevents the changing this 
elettive into an hereditary Sovereignty, which would be en- 
tirely repugnant to the fundamental Maxims of this Conſtitu- 
ton. We may add to this, the Precautions taken in eleCting 
commonly a Perſon far advanced in Years, which leaves no 
Room for attempting to alter the ſettled Principles of the Go- 
rernment ; and all great Politicians allow, that it is the ſacri- 
hcing theſe to the Intcreſts of a Family, or to the private Ad- 
vantage of the reigning Prince, that opens a Way to the Ruin 


eren of the beſt digeſted Syitems. It has been alſo an old Rule 


in the Conclave, never to elect two Popes of the fame Fa- 
mily, Faction, or even of the ſame Diſpoſition in immediate 
ducceſſion for the ſame Reaſon. It would indeed be endleſs 
to enter into all their Retinements upon theſe capital Points, 
from whence the Character of the Court of Rome, in reſpect 
to Policy, has always {tood fo high, as to be thought the beſk 
dchool for breeding Miniſters in all the popith Manarchics, 
from whence alſo it draws great Advantages. 

We muſt not hawever imagine from hence, that becauſe the 
fundamental Maxims of the Sec of Rome have been always the 
lame, the Adminiſtration of the Government has been exactly 
wiform ſince, conſidering the vaſt Variation in Mens Tem- 
fers and Habits in different Ages, this muſt appear a Thing 
elolutely impoſſible, Neither ought we to imagine, that any 

GO E & 3 Cond 


L 422 ] 


Conſtitution could be fo framed, as to extinguiſh in the Minds 
ot Princes all natural Affection for their Families. But on the 
one Hand, ſuch has been the Skill and Capacity of theſe ſpi- # 
ritual Monarchs, that from Time to Time they have made 
ſuch prudent Alterations in their exterior Conduct, as hath f 
pertecily kept up that Relation between the Church and the 
Cort of ROME, upon which their Authority depends. They have 
likewiſe on the other reduced their Family Tendernefles into 3 

kind of Syſtem, by which the Nepstiſm of the Roman Pontiffs has 


but now 
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Depend? 


been in many Reigns made ſubſervient to the Intereſt of the 
State, as well as pcreeable to the Inclinations of the Popes, Þ 
who thought hey could never truſt their Affairs in fo ſafe 8 
Hands for themſelves, as with thoſe who mult be conſcious, Þ 
that their Wealth, their Influence, and their Power, muſt 


Papal A 
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in a great Me..fure determine with the Life of him from whom WW ;monoft 
they were received, and that beſides they muſt from that Mo. bquence 
ment lie open to the ſtricteſt Inquiries poſſible into their paſt e confi 
Conduct. N But 1 

One may with great Truth and Impartiality venture to confitts 
aſlert, that the whole Scheme of the Remiſb Religion is admi- WM wr Vie 
rably well adjuſted, to maintain in every Reſpect the Power WM ts form 
of the ſupreme Head, He is reputed infallible, that his D- i Vow 
cilions may have the greater Weight; the Traditions of the WM Holy Sc 
Church, which with the Members of it paſs for the Rule ci WM ince lo. 
Faith, are ſubject to his Controul ; all religious Doctrines e Fontiff, 
liable to his Cenſure; the Power of Abſolution, even in ue fiſty 
tughcit Caſes, is attributed to him; he diipenſes the 'I reaturc: WM conftam 
ot the Church, I mean ſpiritual "Treaſures, ſuch as Pardcns WM ruſt ca 
and Indulgences ; he grants Diſpenſations of all Kinds; e ?relates 
regulates baſts and Feaſts at his Pleaſure: In a Word, being Buls, y 
reputed the Succeſſor of St. Peter, and the viſible Head a them 7 
the Chriſtian Church, he has Prerogatives without Bound, WW red, tl 
and vithout Number; fo that it is no ſurpriſing Thing at al, WM doſe re 
that ſo much Power, directed by fo great Policy, mould de apoſe t 
wie to perform ſuch mighty Things, and to preſerve 11tclt tor ¶ ue by 
ſo many Ages. | rough | 

But our Draught would be extremely imperfect, if we cid ſt is 
not take Notice of the ſeveral Ranks and Orders of Men (> WW which « 
j-ct in an eſpecial Manner to the Holy See, and which w- this Mo 
out any great Impropriety in the Term, may be {tiled the at educ 
ſpiritual Forces of his Holineſs. In the firſt Clats of tte v the $ 
fund the Cardinals, who are acknowledged Princes of de famous | 
Cine, and pretend to be next in Dignity to Crowncd Head. received 
Ihe, were originally no more than the Pariſh Pricfis d cumplc: 


Rowe, and their Number ſometimes greater, ſometimes z 
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kt now it is fixed to ſcventy-two, in Alluſion to Chriſt's 
Diſciples. Heretofore a Cardinal was content to be ſtiled his 
fxcellency, but now they aſſume the Title of Eminence, which 
2s formerly given to Princes, and thereupon the latter took 
de Title of Highneſs. The Cardinals are of all Nations, that 
he Influence ariſing from the Hopes of this Dignity may be 
te more extenſive, the Nomination to Hats by crowned 
Heads is a new Stroke of Raman Policy, which heightens the 
Dependance upon the Holy See, while it feems to leſſen the 
peel Authority. The Majority however, are always [taliar's, 
prevent the Throne from being filled by a Stranger, and it 
provided that in all Elections the Perſons choſen ſhall have 
the Voi of two Thirds of thoſe who enter the Conclave, 
tat there may never be a ſtrong Faction againſt the Pope, 
mongſt the Cardinals, which might be attended with ill Con- 
ſequences. All the ſubordinate Dignities in the Church, may 
e conſidered as the Nobility in the Pope's ſpiritual Empire. 
But in all others, ſo in this, the Strength of the Monarchy 
cenſiſts in the Number of its Subjects, and it we take into 
ou View the ſecular and regular Clergy in the Church of Rome, 
te former bound by the moſt ſacred Ties, and the latter not 
ty Vows only, but by their Intereſts, to the Obedience of the 
Holy See, we cannot but entertain a high Idea of its Power, 
ince long ago it was the Calculation of a certain Sovereign 
fontiff, that in Europe he had three hundred thouſand Pariſhes, 
ad fifty thouſand Convents ſubject to his Juriſdiction. The 
conſtant Reſort of all theſe to Rome upon different Occaſions, 
nuſt carry thither annually an immenſe Treaſure, and tho” 
Prelates ſometimes complain of the Expence attending their 
Bulls, yet it is obſerved, that fince the Reformation gave 
nem Apprehenſions of ſecing eccleſiaſtical Eſtates ſecula- 
rzed, they have been leſs frequent in their Remonſtrances, and 
Mole rather to fit down under thoſe Kind of Burthens, than 
expoſe the Value of their Preferments to all the World, and 
ucreby encourage that Spirit of Envy which they find ſtrong; 
nough already, without any ſuch Inducement. | 
[tis very eaſy to diſcern, that nathing has been neglecteꝗd 
viich could poſſibly contribute to render the Foundations ct 
is Monarchy firm and ſtrong. That moſt important T'ruil 
& educating Youth is intirely in their Hands, who are devoted 
o the Service of the Holy Sce. The Jeſuits are particularly 
amous for their Application in this reſpect ; and when they have 
ceved the firit "Tincture of Literature, ſuch as are {cit ca 
compleat their Studies at the Univerſities meet with the fmc 
Ee 4 Dy. Mine 
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Doctrine and Diſcipline, and whatever the Science be to which WW Dignit 
they apply, Veneration for the Pope is a Thing fo frequently WW Houſe 
inſiſted upon, and fo ſtrongly impreſſed, that it is almoſt im. WM The G 
poſſible they ſhould ever Joſe it while they remain conflant to . which 
their Religion. The Offices of the Church, by which I mean MW jercto! 
Eccleſiaſtical Benefices of all ſorts, are ſo numerous, and afford = had rec 
ſuch ample Maintenances and ſuch „ ge Proſpects to Men ter Eff 
of all Ranks and Tempers, in l ion with the Canon Law both v 
which is peculiar to this ſpiritual Monarchy, that the moſt cf. cther's 
fectual Proviſion is made for a conſtant Succeſſion of Perſons © upon A 
bound to ſupport that Int-!<ft, which is the Support of them. WW Wealt! 
ſelves and all their Prateriſions. de 580 
As theſe are bound by Affection, and by finding their own MW the Ti 
Account, to a conſtant Submiſſion, fo the proper Methods have MW extend: 
been taken for ſubjecting the Laicks in that Church alfo to ſuch your 0! 
an Obedience as they cannot well break through. Amongſt MW Comm 
theſe we may reckon Auricular Confeſſion, Maſſes for the Dead, his Ho 
the Direction of Female Conſciences, the Opportunities they ne like 
have of working upon Perſons in their dying Moments, ant WM Anceft 
many more. So that judging according to thoſe Rules of Pro- It hz 
bability, which hold in other Caſes, there is no great Reaſon to Lee of 
expect that the Papal Authority will decline much more than and alv 
it has already done ; cſpecially if ſucceeding Popes imitate the and in 
Moderation of their immediate Predeceſſors, and endeavour to fme ti 
maintain themſelves rather by Addreſs than by the Force of Lee cor 
Eeclefiaſtical Cenſures, which is a ſort of Artillery that no its Influ 
longer does the Execution it did in the darker Ages, when te of that 
little Learning there was, remained intirely among the Prieſts and Aſcend 
Monks. J Effects 
Ihe Reader will apprehend this more clearly, if he takes 2 from E 
ſhort View of the European Powers that {till profeſs Obedience Zenith 
to the See of Rome. In Poland the Clergy are numerous, andi in muc 
wel} provided for, have a great Share of Power allotted them by Condit 
the Conſtitution, and are for the moit compoſed of the younger Eldeſt * 
Sons of the Nobility, In Germany, it is vifible that the Poi Holy F 
Religion rather prevails than declines, and the EcclefiafticaliMl Politici 
Electors and other Prelates are fo formidable a Body in the Die, making 
as not to be apprehenſive of any future Secularizations. It i The T 
beſides the Intereit of ſeveral great Houſes to ſupport the Chu for its! 
as it is now conſtituted, on the ſcore of the Preferments whiculM it cont 
are in a mannet entailed on the younger Sons of their Famile Maxim 
ſo as not only to afford them noble Eſtabliſhments, but alſo rern equa 
der them capable of ſupporting the Head of their Houſe inſteadi bb it is 
of being a Burthen upon him, as would be the Caſe if th: ray ha 
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ch Dienities were ſecularized. The hereditary Countries of the 
tly MM Houſe of Auſtria remain ſtrictly attached to the See of Rome. 
m. WW The Gallican Church has always claimed a kind of Freedom, 
o MW which having been improved by the Struggles that have been 
en WM heretofore made againſt them, the modern Popes have wiſely 
or! MW had recourſe to another Method, which ſeems to have had a bet- 
ter Effect; and while the Courts of Rome and Verſailles agree, 
both will find their Account in the reciprocal Support of cach 
other's Power. In Spain and Portugal the Papal Authority ſtands 
upon a much ſtronger Foundation, as appears from the amazing 
Wealth of the Clergy in the former, and the Joy with which 
the Sovereign of the latter accepted very lately from the Pope 
the Title of _— Faithful. In Italy the Influence of the Pope 
extends every where; and he is fo able to make either his Fa- 
your or Reſentment felt, that all the Princes and States of his 
Communion find it their Intereſt to live upon good Terms with 


cad, his Holineſs, and as none underſtand their own Intereſts better, 
they are like to continue in the ſame Inclinations received from their 
and Anceſtors in that reſpect. 


It has been generally ſuppoſed, that one of the Maxims of the 
dee of Rome has been attaching itſelf to the ſuperior Intereſt, 


than and always courting that Power moſt which was uppermoſt ; 
tie and in proof of this much has and may be faid : but at the 
to eme time it is very certain, that the true Intereſt of the Holy 


Se conſiſts in ſupporting the BALLANCE of PoW ER, becauſe 
its Influence depends chiefly upon an Equality among the Princes 
of that Communion : and if any of theſe could gain an intire 
Aſcendancy, the See of Rome could not fail of feeling the firſt 
Effects of it. This is not only evident from Speculation, but 


es a from Experience likewiſe. When the Spanrards were in the 
jence e Zenith of their Power, the Pope felt the Weight of it. And 
andi in much later Times, when Lewrs XIV. thought himſelf in a 
m y Condition to give Law to Europe, his proſeſſing kimſelf the 


ungergz 


Eideſt Son of the Church did not reſtrain him from treating the 


piu Holy Father very undutifully ; upon which the wiſeſt Proteſtant 
{tical Politicians did not in the leaſt heſitate at giving the Article for 
Die, making his Holineſs Satisfaction a place in the grand Alliance. 

It 9 The Truth is, that while the Court of Rome continues famous 
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for its Policy, for which it is like to continue famous as long as 
It continues at all, we can never ſuſpect its falling from this 
Maxim. For as in Decency it imports the Holy Father to ſhew 
an equal Affection for all who profeſs themſelves his Children, 
h it is his Intereſt to be really indifferent; and tho? ſome Caſes 
Kay happen that require a temporary Suſpenſion of that Ap- 
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pezrance, yet wiſe Men will not be deceived by the Conduct of 
Popes under ſuch Circumſtances, But it is now Time to ſpeak 
of the temporal Authority which the Roman Pontiff enjoys in 
conſequence of his Dominions in Tay and elſewhere; and in 
treating of theſe we ſhall be as ſuccinct as the Subject will 
allow. 

As an Halian Prince, the Pope would be very powerful if the 
Number and Wealth of his Subjects bore any Proportion to the 
Extent of his Dominions, which lie in the very middle of Itah, 
and go quite acroſs from the Gulph of Venice to the Mediterra. 
nan, which is an Advantage that (except the King of the Ty 
Sicilies) no other Prince in that Country enjoys but himſelf, 
We will ſpeak of the ſeveral Provinces into which they are di. 
vided, or rather of the ſeveral Territories of which they are 
compoſed, in their natural Order, beginning with the Country 
that lies fartheſt to the North-Weſt, which is the Dutchy of 
Ferrara. This, which was formerly one of the fineſt Princi. 
palities in 7taly, lies ſtretcked upon the Gulph of Venice, the 
River Po running through it, and falling there into the Sea. 
The Climate was formerly good, and the Soil fruitful, pro- 
ducing Corn, Flax and Hemp, and other valuable Commodi- 


ties, which made the Duke rich and the People happy ; but now q 
Things are quite altered; for the Country lying low, and being 


thinly inhabited, the Inundations of the Po have rendered 2 
great Part of it a Moraſs, and Ferrara, from being one of the 
neſt in [ta/y, now ſcarce deſerves the Name of a City. The 
"Fown and County of Camachis is no better than a Fiſhing Vil- 
lage, ſurrounded by unwholeſome Marſhes. The Belagneſe is 


Ai a very fine Country, and retains ſomething of its ancient 


Freedom : "Ihe Capital is ſtiled By! 


"the E-/20ne/e is an Inland Country, but as it lies between Ty/- 


cauy and the Dutchy of Mantua, the Road through it creates 


- 


ſome little Trade. The Country of Romagna is next, it lis 
uon the Gulph of Venice, and is very pieatant and fruitful, wa- 


tered by ſeveral fine Rivers, and enriched by its Salt Mines * 


The Capital is Ravenna the Old, as the Italians call it, and | 
deed its Appearance ſpeaks it fo, for it is now fallen v7 


much to Decay. The Dutchy of Urbino lies alſo upon tie 
Tereiian Gulph, and though it was formerly reckoned a fine 
Country when under Princes of its own, there is nothing mor? 
ac:t4it than that the Au is very unwholriome, and the 54 


1 
wy x* vÞ 
extreme : 


gna or Henni the Tut, 
from the Fertility of its Territory in Corn, Wine and | 
Flax: Fort Lan, which ſtands ten Miles from Bz/rgna, is 
a Fertreſs built to cover the Pope's Frontier on this dice: | 


extrer 
the 4 
rably 
{ame ( 
forme 
dition 
famou 
Th 
Name 
pleaſar 
with | 
Peruſe 
Fiſh. 
victs, 
and en 
to this 
to the 
de pai 
ſeſnon 
in 172. 
Dukes 
The 
is fruit 
Mines 
little be 
ſgnifie: 
But Ce 
kderabl 
thin 
did not 
their Ce 
v a Col 
ance, 11 
mixed 1 
Capital 
Countr. 
Provinc 
(mall, b 
called ( 
well cul 
Seaſons 
far t bei 
for the | 


[ 427 ] 

emely barren ; the beſt Place now is Peſaro on the Coaſt of 
the Auriatict, from whence it enjoys ſome Trade, and is tole- 
ably well built. "The Marquiſate of Ancona lies alſo on the 
{me Gulph 3 the City from whence it receives its Name was 
formerly famous for its Port, now in a very low and poor Con- 
ation; but Loretto, which ſtands about ten Miles from it, is 
fmous for its Riches acquired by the worſt ſort of Trade. 

The Territory of Citta de Caſtello is ſmall, and derives its 
Name from that Place which ſtands on the River Tiber, and is 
pleaſant and well built. The Perugiano lies next, and abounds 
with excellent Wine and very good Corn. The Capital is 
periſa, enriched by its famous Lake well ſtored with excellent 
Fin. The Orvietano lies next, fo called from its Capital Or- 
victs, a ſmall but beautiful Country, rich in Corn and Wine, 
and enjoying the beſt Air in the Pope's Dominions. Adjoining 
to this Province lies the Dutchy of Caſtro, belonging former 
to the Dukes of Parma and Placentia, but rejoined to the Holy 
See partly by Uſury, and partly by Violence: The Pope's Poſ- 
ſefion was quicted by a Treaty with the Emperor Charles VT. 
in 1724, but it is poſſible the old Title to it derived from the 
Dukes of Parma, on a favourable Occaſion may be yet revived. 

The Patrimony of St. Peter lies on the Mediterranean, and 
is fruitful in Corn and Wine, and famous alſo for its Allom 
Mines: The Capital of it is Viterbo, anciently a fine Place, now 
little better than a Heap of Ruins: Porto, formerly (as its Name 
ſznifies) a noble Haven, now capable only of receiving Barks : 
But Civita Vecchia has ſtill a fine Port, and would be a very con- 
ſiderable Place, if the Unwholeſomeneſs of its Air did not render 
it thinly peopled, and the Lazineſs of thoſe People who dwell in it 
dd not contribute to the Unwholeſomenels of the Air by leaving 
tieir Country uncultivated. Umbria, or the Dutchy of Spoleto, 
b a Country well watercd, and much diverſified in its Appcar- 
ance, in ſome Parts mountainous, in others marſhy, but inter- 
mixed with Plains fruitful in Corn, Wine, Oil and Fruits: The 
Capital is Spoleto, and there are ſome other good Tovens in this 
Country, which is owing to a little Trade ſtirring there. "The 
Province of Sabina, which takes its Name from the Sabines, is 
(mall, but very fruitful and pleaſant. The Country about Rome, 
called Campagna di Roma, would be wholeſome and fruitful if 
well cultivated, but at preſent it is neither, cſpecially in ſome 
deaſons of the Year, when that Capital becomes a kind of De- 
ſart, being alike abandoned by Strangers and its beſt Inhabitants, 
fur the ſake of enjoy ing a purer Climate. 
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The whole Dominions of the Holy See that lie thus al! toge· q 
ther, and compoſe what the Italians call State della Chieſa, are ö 


bounded on the North by the Territories of the State o 


Venice © 


and the Adriatick Sea, on the Eaſt by the Kingdom of Naples, | 
on the South by the Mediterranean, and on the Weſt hy the : 
Dominions of the Great Duke and the Dutchies of Medea, 


Mirandlola, and Mantua. 
computed from Francoko in the 
in Campagna di Rome, which is in a 


The greateſt Length of this Country, 


ine from North-Eaſt tg 


3 Ferrara to Terracing 


South-Weſt, may be about two hundred and forty Italian Miles; 
as to the Breadth, from Civita Vecchia in the Patrimony of St. | 
Peter to Anwne, it is about one hundred and thirty Miles, but 

in many other Places it is not near ſo broad. We have al. 
ready taken notice of the Advantage of its Situation, from 
which tho' the Pope derives no great Benefit, yet cught it to 


be conſidered as a Point of very great Conſequence in treating 
of the Importance of his Countries. Upon the whole it may 


he affirmed, that after the two crown'd Heads, the Pope is the 


moſt conſiderable Power in 1/aly in point of Dominions, and 
might be in every other Reſpect, if any thing like the fame 
Policy was diſcoverable in the Conduct of his 


emporal Eſtatc; 8 


that is ſhewn in the Management of his Spiritual Authority.“ 


As it 13, his Subjects are the hardeſt uſed, and yet his Revenue 


is below that of any other Prince, the Extent of his Territo- 
rice conſidered; for it has never been computed at above tua 
Millions of Remas Crowns, whereas Tuſcany, that is not half] 


"as big, produces twice as much to the Grand Duke, His 
regular "I roops are now only fit for Shew, hardly any of bis 


Fortreſies in a State of Defence, and tho' the Gazettes ſome-1 


times mention the Pope's Gallies, his naval Power is very in- 
We mult however in Juſtice eo ſome of the 


conſiderable. 


laſt Popes allow, that they have endeavoured to correct the 
Errors of their Predeceſſers, and that their Subjects have lived} 
tin h eaſier under them; but then theie Amendments have 
extcinedt nv farther than to keep Lhings from growing worle, 


and much more muit be done before they can be expected to 


grow better. 
Beſides theſe the Pope has other Dominions, as well in 
Italy as elſewhere. "The Kingdom of Naples is held from 


him by an annual '"Iribute. The Dutchies of Parma and Pla- 
centia were Part of the Patrimony of the Church, but by to 
famous quadruple Alliance, they were declared to be Ficts otf 
the Empire, and are like to be conſidered in that Light for tis 
tuture. The Principality of Maſſeran, belonging former tol 
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Le Family of * and at preſent to the King of Sardinin, 
anner 


= « held in like from the Pope. Other Dominions he 
my ks in Poſſeſſion, which are held from other Princes, ſuch as 
5 the Territory of Benevento in the Kingdom of Naples, the 
* IM archbiſhop of which is the ſecond eccleſiaſtical Dignity in that 
"* WY Kingdom ; and the County of Avignon, in the South of France, 
. n which, while they were deprived of Rome, the Popes them- 
2 Ares reſided, who ſtill govern it by a Vice-Legate, and this 


n every reſpect is a very conſiderable Acquiſition, of which 


Bag de Popes are particularly tender, and which is the only Part 
& of their Poſſeſnons obtained in the 52 of a fair Purchafe. 

U After having thus fairly and clearly ſtated the juſt Extent of 
A. Le Papal Dominions, and the Nature of their Government, 
ot which is truly defpotic, the Reader will eaſily ſee, that as an 


lian Prince, the Sovereign Pontiff is obliged to keep great 
Meaſures with moſt of his Neighbours. The King of the Tws 
ſes, tho* he conſiders him as his Subject, is nevertheleſs a 


pr ee powerful Prince; and as we have lately ſeen by his block- 
and ing up Benevento, not at all aſraid of reſenting any Injury. 
me that may be done him by the Court of Name. The Grand 


Dukes of Parma and Madena were never formidable from their 


UE own Power, yet they ſeldom wanted ſome very puiſſant Pro- 
ri. redor. With the Republick of Venice, the Popes have gene- 
tuo nh ſpeaking endeavoured to live well, and when at any Pime 
haf they have departed from this ſalutary Maxim, Experience has 
His s quickly taught them to recur to it for their own Saf-ty. 
f his bey have always kept fair with the Duke of Savoy, or at 
ome- bet endeavoured it, as knowing that he held the Paſtages in- 
y in- Jtaly ; neither have they often differed with the Republick 
f the ef Genoa. On the other Hand, the Princes and States of tal; 
the bring more frequent Occaſion than other Potentates, to ſol- 
lived leit Favours from his Holineſs, in temporal as well es ſpi- 
have MW fitval Concerns, have very ſeldom been wanting in Teſtimo- 
vorſe, nis of Duty and Reſpect, and this tho' they have ſometimes 
ed to bad Jealouſies of the perſonal Conduct of particular Popes. 

f As a temporal Prince, every wiſe Pope conſiders the Bal- 
en inf ance of Italy as his moſt important Concern, and therefore 
froml ours as far as in his Power lies, to preſerve the "I ranquil- 
P-. of that Country, and to provide as much as may be a- 
y 1:0 aunſt a Revolution, becauſe he is ſure that in Time of War 


his Countrics muſt ſuffer, and he is very far from being ſure, 
contidering the many Flaws in the Titles by which he holds 
Rany of tzem, that ſome Part or other will not be taken from 
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him. Beſides, nothing expoſes his Weakneſs fo much to the 

World, as a War in 7zaly, when he is often able to do but little 1 
by Intreaty, and always incapable of doing any thing by! 
Force. Upon theſe Principles the Popes endeavour to key | 


all the Italian Princes in a State of Equality as much as rf. 
ſible, and are alſo very attentive to prevent either the Hy 


of Auſtria, or the Houſe of Bourbon, from gaining an Afcend-y. 
cy there, which may be fatal to the Independency of other Pc. * 


ers, and conſequently deſtructive of the Pope's Influence, which 


thereupon entirely depends. The ſame Maxim governs the 


Cardinals in their Choice of a Pope, fo that they not only 


avoid electing a Subject of either of thoſe powerful Houſes, 3 
but are likewiſe very cautious in raiſing to the Papal Throne 


any Cardinal who has ſhewn himſelf warm in cither of their 
Intereſts. 


The Pope is jcalous and afraid, not without good Reſon, 1 
of the Turks and of the pyratical States of Barbary, his Cozits 1 
being very liable to Deſcents from the one, and to Inſul- 
from the other. It has indeed been ſuggeſted, that from 
refined Stroke in Politics, the Countries lying on the Gulph 9 
of Venice and on the Mediterranean have been ſuffered to lie 
waſte and uncultivated, that the Unwholeſomeneſs of the 
Air, and the Poverty of the Inhabitants, might take away 1 
all Temptations from an Enemy that might otherwiſe prove } 
irreſiſtible. If one could imagine any Truth in this, it mult 3 
give a ſtrange Idea of his Holineſs's Councils; but as the . 
lians have been always eſteemed ſubtile Politicians, fo there 
have never been wanting a certain Claſs of Writers, willing 
to attribute the grofleſt Miſtakes* in Government to ſome $ 
myſterious Deſign far above the Reach of ordinary Capaci- 
ties; which in plain Engliſb is refining to a Degree that 158 
palpably ridiculous. But after all, the real Source ef the $ 
ſtrange Conduct in the Adminiſtration of civil Affairs inthe | 
Dominions of the Church, is the known Conſequence of lu 
duſtry, Wealth and Commerce, which is Freedem of IThaugtt, 
and a Liberty in acting; Principles that are not at all com- 
patible with that kind of Sovereignty; and this alone very] 
tully accounts for that otherwiſe furprizing Oppoſition between 
the Dexterity with which every thing relating to the fpit'- | 
tual Monarchy is managed, and that negligent Stiftne!s | 
gy appears ſo manifeſtly in the Direction of civil 4t- 
airs. 


The Reader may poſſibly wonder at finding theſe J 
States ſo fully and particularly deſcribed, and therefore it my 
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not be amiſs to pgrve the true Reaſon of that Attention in this 
Place, which is, that new Diſputes in Italy may in all Proba- 
bility create the next general War in Europe; on which as it 
not at all impoſſible that we may have our Eye, fo it ſeems 
to be very reaſonable that we ſhould be able to form ſome 
Notion of the Merits of the Cauſe, and of the Situation of 
places in that Country, that at the Beginning, will be in all 
Appearance, the Theatre of the War. We have already fecn 
how the Auſtrian Dominions are ſeated, how the Territories 
of the Duke of Modena are blocked up by tle Pope, what 
fne Countries belong to the Holy Sce, and how far he is 
from making the beſt of them. We will next apply our 
Thoughts to the ſolid Eſtabliſhments that have been made ſince 
the Peace of Utrecht in favour of the Houſe of Bourbon, 


TELE T LY, 


The Pretenfions and Den:inions of the Houſe of 
PouRBoN 22 Italy. 


E have heretofore mentioned this Subject occaſion- 
ally, in order to explain other Matters which we 
were treating; but we will now take the Opportunity of going 
to the Bottom of it, and of ſtating the Rite and Progrefs of 
that Eſtabliſhment, which has chiefly occupied the Attention 
of the European Powers ſince the Concluſion of the laſt oe- 
neral Peace at Utrecht, By that Treaty the Emperor was put in 
Polleſion of the Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria in [taly. 
and it was thought this Diſpoſition had ſecured the Ballance cf 
Power in Europe, in ſpite of almoſt all Events. But it very 
often happens, that when Politicians have ſome one great and 
important Object in View, they neglect or paſs by unobſerv«d 
what merits their Attention; ſo in this Caſe, the Gare they had 
of the Ballance of Europe made them intirely forget the Ballance 
of [taly, which was abſolutely overturned by this very Scitla- 
ment, 

lt is indeed true, that Sicily was given to the Duke of Savs, ; 
but as this proceeded from the pure Affection of Queen Aue, 
the giving him that Kingdom was not attended with ſuch 
n Augmentation of Power as might enable him to keep it; for 
& this time, the Emperor was not only Maſter of great Domi- 
kaons in, but to ſpeak truly, was Maſter of all italy. He 
x has 


— 
n_ 


—— ˙— — W —— — es wo Ry — _ — 


— — 


[ 432 ] 
had the Kingdom of Naples and the Dutchy of Aſilan, tors, 


ther with the Iſland of Sardinia, as his hereditary Countries: 3 
the Dutchy of Mantua he kept as an eſcheated Fief; and bis ow 
virtue of his Imperial Dignity, he had, or claimed ſuch Rig WW 7. 
over the Italian Princes and States, as gave moſt of them infnie e 
and intolerable Uneaſineſs. hy 

Before the Death of Lewis XIV. they had entered into ſome 157 f ; 
ſecret Negociations with the Court of France; for it was evi. MW... 
dent enough that the Houſe of Bourbon only could afford then WM... b. 
the Protection they wanted; and upon the Death of the Queen WE... .1... 
of Spain, the Marriage of Philip V. with the Heireſs of the a 
Houſes of Farneſe and Miedicis, gave them no fmall Hopes of WM... x. 
ſeeing a Turn in their Favour. By this one ſees how ill the me. 
Imperial Miniſters took their Meaſures, who beginning early t 1.111 
to ſet forth the Claims of the Head of the Empire on the JQ, « 


Ficfs, perſuaded the Politicians on that Side the Alps, there . Dur. 
wanted only a fair Opportunity to deprive them all by Degas MC, 
of their Territories, as had been the Fate already of the Duke; Mn fort 
of Mantua and Mirandola. This converted them at once; e Ein 
that now they were as deſirous of recalling the Spaniards as they Wien det. 
ever were to ſee them expelled. e Heirs, 

His Catholick Majeſty had two very different Intereſts in Nd 
Ttaiy; one founded on the Pretenſions, which as Succeſtor ts WM it he 
the Houſe of Auſtria, he had on the Kingdoms of Naples ant in 
Sicily, and the Dutchy of Milan, which he had renouncel by Whencjg,ns 
Force; and another in Right of his Queen, his Iſſue by be Cane i: 
being intituled to the Succeſſion of Parma, Placentia, and 7%. 


ONS 1 
cary. The Emperor was jealous of both theſe Rights, and ws WW: PU 
very earneſt with his Allies to provide guns them; Ahh / 
might have been very effectually done, the Pope having a Chin ele 
to the Dutchies of Parma and Placentia, and his Imperial Me- c. j 
jeſty at leaſt a Colour of Right to diſpoſe of the Grand Dutch .cc,, 
Tuſcany, upon the failing of the Male Line of the Houſe of Maui Wi: content 

The Quadruple Alliance, however, was concluded ſoon alter, Kuens 
with a View to remedy the DefeCts of the "Treaties of Utr-»W:, Th. 
and Baden; but the Regent of France could not be brought ino were: | 
that Alliance, without ſtipulating in favour of his Cath . 
Majeſty the eventual Succeſſion of Parma and Placentia, Mf 
which there was a formal Deciſion againſt the Rights oi He d. 
Pope, and in Favour of the Prerogatives of the Emperor; du Pur yn, 
then the latter were only acknowledged, to ſupport his Power, e 
giving theſe Dutchics away. There is no doubt, that the Pri dy ch. 
teſtant Powers intereſted in that Alliance, acted very config jj 
ly, becauſe they deny all the Claims of the Pope, but the n to re 


ca 
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annot be faid of the Catholick Princes; vet this was afterwards 
| blemnly confirmed by Cardinal Fiery { fo much ſtronger with 
bo iticians is Intereſt than P rinciple. 

"The Emperor, without doubt, forcſiw all the Inconveniences 


ito tt would attend this Conceſſion ; but the immediate Advantoes 

x lch he derived from that Alliance, by the Exchange of Car- 
me ma for Siccly, induced him to content to it, tough it is very 
vi- can that he did it with Reluctance £ and that he c: POT d 
em Wc Point with his Allics to the utracit, It 13 alſo very ICS", 
een dat the Succenion to Farma and Plas: entia being eveitunl only, 
the d attended with many Contingencics, was v. hat chieſiy pre- 
s of ld upon the Britifh Miniſters by 90 ſo readily me this 
the eme. It looked as if they had judged right upon the Death 


ary 
lian 
here 
rec 


vs Duke of Daria, Uncle to the (Luce n Dowager of 
: for li1s Brot! Jer At 9410 Taru ſe 119 { Oer {i CLE ed 70 

be 12 than, contrary to every bouy's Expcetation, he 
married the Princeſs Henrietta of Madl. na, by whom if he had 
een fortunate enough to have had any 3{ ue, the Succeſllon of 
de King of Spain's Children by his fond Marriage bad 
been defeated, and this Duke's Deſceridants would hav. buen 
e Heirs, not only of his alſo Dominions, but alſo of thoſe ut the 


is in Wand Duke. 

or (0 But he dying in January 1731, without Iſſue, the Infant Don 
nd, in virtue of a Multitude of Treaties, which having been 
ed by "56 zed in their proper Places, need not be repeated here, 
y ber me intituled to that Succeſſion, and according to the Stipu- 
Tons in the Treaty of Seville, was actually put into the peace- 
d woe Poſſeſſion of Parma; and in Con ſcquence of a Negociation 
whuc: ith Jahn Gaſton, the laſt Duke of 7 Tuſcany, was by him alfo 
Claim lwowledged for his Heir apparent, and had the Title of Grand 


| We It was now thought that the Views of Shain were in- 
echy H accompliſhed, and that both the K ing and the Queen wou'd 
Medicis WW content with ſccing their Son ſo amply provided for, and his 
n alicr, MWlefiions ſo well ſecured to him as they were by ſeveral Trea— 
Utre:1 88s. i he Italian Princes alſo were very well ſitished, becauſe 
cht into were at length ſure of Support in C2 0 Hey entered to any 
tho ce among it themſelves, to ſet Bounds to tha rover © of the 
tia, bf ful of Ai aftr, ia in that Part of the W Old, lich w as all they 
of be Ind. 

Dr, but but upon the breabi ing ©::t cf the M' r, occaſioned by the 


wer, id Kath of the late King f P; 2 17G " the L ace of Thaw, airs in ltaly 
he Pro cy d ranged, and his Cathol: lick Naozefy having 2 ob- 
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his Crown, and in the Month of March 1734, the Infant Don . 
Curlis having penetrated through the Eccleſiaſtical Dominions, 8 8 7 
arrived with a Spaniſh Army, commanded under him by te soul 
Count de AZontemar, on the Frontiers of the Kingdom of NA. Pluck 
The Count de L iſcouti was at that Time Viceroy of the King * 
dom for the Emperor Charles VI. and had the Misfortune to ſuc. as 
ceed his Predeceffor in the general Hatred of the People, who ano! 
revolted almoſt unanimouſly as ſoon as the Spaniards entered he 
their Country; upon which the Viceroy quitted Nap/e;, aſtet ge E 
plundering all the Mounts of Picty 3 Funds, which had been which 
accounted ſacred in all former Revolutions. The only Citic; hucch 
that were in a Condition to make Reſiſtance, were thoſ yt n 
Garta and Capua, and in theſe there were pretty good Garriſons, ef the 
The Imperial Troops that kept the Field were avout nine thou 7.9 ; 
ſind Men, and they retired to a very ſtrong retrenched Camp, All 
under the little Town of Bitonto, where they were attacked ani lifpleat 
forced by the Count de Moentemar, who gained the molt fignal Queen 
Victory recorded in the Neapelitan Hiſtory, for which he weg dtary 
deſervedly rewarded with the Title of Duke of Bitanto; which 2 
however I do not find that he uſed, but was afterwards ſtilad that or 
Duke de Monteias. ber 
The Infant Don Carts, Duke of Parma and Placentia, an Prin 
Hereditary Grand Prince of Tufcany, became King of the TI C:rdin; 
S:icilies, in virtue of the Ceſſion made to him of his Father WM Time 
Rights; which Rights however he had renounced over a‚] tc Em: 


over, in Favour of the Emperor. Having ſo good a Title, hl racific 8 
was pleaſed to conſtitute the Duke de Montemar the Year f Expedic 
lowing Viceroy of Sicih, who made the Conqueſt of that Ia 
in as ſhort a Time as of the Kingdom of Naples, if indeed it cod 
be called a Conqueſt, where the People roſe in every Province 
favour his Expedition, as having been always fond of a Sn 
Government, in the ſame Proportion that they hated that of 1 


2 new | 
really in 
the Meat 


into for 


Germans. Upon this Don Carlos went over thithcr, mae i Th, ( 
publick Entry into Meffina with all the Magnificence imaginav8l 4. p,,., 
and after having done the fame at Palermo, where he was crovl þ fully” 
ed, he returned to Naples. s Need 
By the Revolution in theſe two Kingdoms, and by the ol 6.1 {uf 
Lofles which the Emperor had fuſtaincd in /taly, where he - War 
nothing now leſt but the City of A ν,Ü, the Battance was 2 ite; Cha; 
altered, and the Italian Princes had then as much to tear ! liſament 
the Houſe of Bauten, as they apprehended a very Iew 1 lied in F. 
before from the Houſe of Aiſtria. But Things did nat“ rchaps m 
wear this Face. France was reſolved to get gut of the \\ als Ienitoric 
Lat 
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therefore with the Emperor at the Expence of her Allies. In- 
gend of the Dutchy of Milan, the King of Sardinia was forced 
to be content with two very ſmall Diſtricts, tho' the Emperor 
would have given him three. The Dutchies of Parma and 
plicentia were beſtowed upon his Imperial Majeſty, as an Equi- 
ralent for the Two Sichies, which was rather a worſe Equi- 
ralent than had been given the Houſe of Savoy by the Qua- 
lruple Alliance. 

As for the eventual Succeſſion to Tuſcany, it was given to 
the Duke of Lorrain, according to the old Plan of France, 
which many Years before had offered to exchange for it the 
Dutchy of Milan. By this Treaty of Peace, to which Don 
(urlis was obliged to accede in December 17 36, the Dominions 
of the Houſe of Bourbon were reduced to the Kingdom of the 
Tw Sicilies, and the Fortreſſes on the Coaſt of Tuſcany. 

All the World knows how much the Court of Hadid was 
lipleaſed with this Diſtribution of Things, and how ſoon the 
Queen of Shain began to revive her Pretenſions to her here- 
ltary Dominions in Favour of her ſecond Son the Infant Don 
Philip. It was to pacify her, and to give a kind of Security, 
that on the firſt proper Occaſion, France would aſſiſt in obtai u- 
ing her new Demand, however unjuſt and unreaſonable ; that 
1 Princeſs of France was given to Don Philip, which the 
Cardinal de Fluery hoped would have quicted Things for his 
Time, as in all Probability it would, if the ſudden Death of 
the Emperor Charles VI. had not obliged him to abandon his 
paciic Syſtem. I mean by this, that it put an End to all his 
txpedicnts, and forced him much againſt his Inclinations upon 
1 new War, for which he ſeemed to have provided, but was 
rally in hopes that ſome lucky Event would have afforded him 
the Means of diſengaging himſelf from the Meaſures he entered 
into for the Sake of gratifying the Court of Madrid, or rather 
tie Ambition of the Queen of Spain. 

The Conſequences attending theſe Meaſures, together with 
the Progreſs of the laſt War in Italy, have been ſo often and 
ſb fully conſidered in other Parts of this Work, that there is 
no Need of running them over again here, and therefore it 
ſhall ſuffice in this Chapter to take Notice of the Effects of 
Ms War with reſpect to the King of the Two Sicilies, as in the 
next Chapter we ſhall ſhew the Nature and Value of that Eſta- 
linment, which by the definitive "Treaty of Peace was ſtipu- 
ltd in Favour of the Roval Infant Don Philip, in whoſe Cauſe 
(haps more Men have bled, then there are living Souls in thoſe 
I nitories which have becn at laſt given up to him. Theſe 
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Remarks will compleatly anſwer our Intention, and ex" ibit , 
conciſe, but at the fame Time a clear Account of the [tals 
Territories in the Hands of the Houſe of Bourbon, fo as per: 
fectly to comprchend not only the Acceſſions made to them in 
the two laſt Wars, but alſo the preſent Proſpect of Things in 
that Part of the WW orld, and the Danger there is that cven in 
our Times the preſent definitive Diſpoſition of Property may 
be again violated, upon Pretences as idle and trifling as oy 
Birth to that War which ended but the other Day. 

His Majeſty of the To Sicilies ſeemed at firſt diſpoſed to 


Ly 
embrace a Neutrality, but when it was judged that Affairs 600 
were ripe enough, he declared himſelf, at leaft by his Actions, 1 0 
a Party. This Conduct of his, however, did not turn al TR 
to his Advantage, but on the contrary irritated thoſe Powers 3 wy 
that had contributed moſt to his Eſtabliſhment in I, rey Tru 
upon his when Bon inexprefſible Inconveniencics, and pod * 
both his Crown and his Perſon to very great Hazards. In the TY 
Courſe of that e he had the Mortification to fee his I roop= ” 4 
defeated, almoſt as often as they came to Action, to have his 7 
Coafts inſulted, his Ports blocked up, and even his Capital "Th 
menaced by vi Squadrons. His Subjects alſo gave irequen | Rey 
and open Teft:monics of Diſaffection to his Governmer Nc 
which obliged him to take many diſagreeable Precautions able 
which ſerved onlv to increaſe the Malady they were mcant t on 
remove. The Aiſtriun Forces ravaged a Part of his Dominions; Ps 
he was oblized to putt himſelf at the Head of an Army deſtinde errify 
to repel theſe Invaders; and tho' he had the good Fortune to by ob 
prevent their penetrati! ng into the Heart of his T erritoricy, ITY 
which would probably have been attended with a total Revo- or NN 
lution, yet this could not be accompliſhed without feuiing bz K 
great Inconveniencies, and expoſing his Perſon in a Manner that 8 9 0 
could not fail of giving him much Chagrin. After all this ile 
inſtead of reaping either Conqueſts or Laurels from theſe Dur- Fe 
gers in the Ficld, he was again conſtrained to have RecourizY "ns - 
to a Neutrality, which was procurcd for him chiefly by the Ne- =... 5 
ceſlity that the Powers in War were under of temporii 1 1 1:1 ; 
with the Father of his Conſort, in which Situation, as itte "I 
pleaſing as it was honourable, he ſaw the repeated Defeats ff "Rex 
his Allies, and in the Midſt of Troubles and Anxiette: 5 ſpun while 
out the Remainder of the War, from which aſter all that he hal Vang 
ſuffered, he did not acquire either the leaſt Honour or de * Yn 
vantage. | 3 
The Kingdoms of which this Prince is in Poſſeſſion, ine Stu 


theniſcives as rich, as fruitful, and as happily ſituate! : 
the moſt ambitious Monarch could deſire, They 4 
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anly with all the Neceſlarics of Life, but with a Variety of 
tu Commodities that might ſerve to entertain an extenſive 
Commerce, for which both Kingdoms were formerly famous, 
and for the carrying on of which they are furniſhed with ca- 
cious and convenient Ports. His Subjects are numerous, and 
under a better Government might be rendered induſtrious. 
But the Prerogatives of the Crown are of fuch a Naturc, the 
Authority of the Nobility over their Vallals ſo exorbitant, and 
above all the Power and Property of the Clergy fo exceſſive, 
that there are hardly any Countries upon the Face of the 
Globe, where the Bulk of the People are more diflolute in 
in their Morals, or more wretched in their Circumſtances, 
which is the true Reaſon that in the Midſt of ſo many natu— 
ral Advantages, the Crown of the Two Seiles is regarded in a 
Light fo little favourable to it, by moſt of our Politicians, and 
their Opinion from Time to Time confirmed by that Im- 
punity with which both its Commerce, and its Coaſts are iu- 
ſulted by the African Privatecrs. 

Yet it muſt be acknowledged, that ſince this Country has 
been reſtored to the Poſſeſſion in ſome Meaſure of an tnde- 
endent Government, and that Providence has been pleaſed to 
d his Sicilian Majeſty with Male Iſſue, there might be pro- 
bable Grounds to hope, that in Lime, and by Degrees, many 
Inconveniencies might be removed, the real Power of the 
Crown increaſed by a wiſe Circumſcription of Rights, rather 
terrifying than uſcful, by a ſtrict Exccution of ſuſtice, and 
dy obliging all Ranks of People to ſubmit to ſuch Laws as crc 
tor the common Benefit. But then this is not to be e:pectcl 
tl the Adminiſtration is delivered from all Cares, but thuic 
or its own Safety and Welfare, and relteafed from the Conti- 
ceratio!22 of any Intereſt, but that of the Crown of the Tico 
Sicilies, and its Subjects. Theſe are Objects that miglit ſuf- 
fiiently employ the Attention even of able Petiticians, and 
from a due Care of which, very conſiderable Advantages would 
ariſe to theſe Countries in particular, and in their Conſequences 
to Italy in general. | 

But while Doubts are ſtill remaining, in ſpite of an occa- 
onal Settlement, as to the future Fate of theſe Kingdoms, 
while the Councils of the Court of Nafpics receive their firſt 
Impremons from that of Hadrid, While the Ambition of mak-— 
ing freſh Acquiſitions is the ruling Paſſion in Breaſts where 
the Study of their People's Happineſs ſhould alone take Place, 
there is little Reaſon to wonder that a Change fo apparently 
beneficial, as that of a King for a V Iccroy, has not hitherto 
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been attended with greater Effects, and till leſs Grounds +, 


expect that the Monarch of the Two Sicilies ſhould retrieve the 


antient Splendor of that Diadem, and make the Figure that 
ſome of his Anceſtors in paſt Ages have done, as the moſt 
puillant Prince upon the Continent, and the greateſt Maritime 
Power in {taly, of which his Territories however are ill 2; 


capable as ever, and will be found ſo when their King ſhall 
have nothing clſe either in Will or in View, but to extend his 


own Authority by cultivating the Arts of Peace, and promot- 


ing Induſtry and Trade amongſt his Subjects. 
r 


ſucciuct Account of the preſent Eflabliſhment if 


the Royal Infant Den Philip in Italy, including 


alſo a clear and conciſe Deduction of. the Pre- 


tenſions of the Queen Doager of Spain, and hr 


Deſcendants, as Heirs of the Houſes of Farncief 
and Medicis, with other Points of great C. 


ſequence towards obtaining a clear Notion cf the 
preſent Diſtribution, and real State of the Bal. 


lance of Italy, as well as the Means by which i& 


may be difturbed. 


T has been already obſerved, that at the Time the Quid 


druple Alliance was form'd, the late King of Spain, Ph: 
the Fifth, had two very different Pretenſions to certain Domi 
nions in taly, neither of which could be ſaid to be over-v-| 


founded. As King of Spain, by a mixt Right of Deſc." 
and the Will of Charles the Second, he conceived himfelf f 


have an indefeaſible Right to all the Dominions in the! 


ſ Mon of that Prince, from which therefore he could not bar his 
ſeif by any Renunciations. His other Claim was in Rig 4 
his Wife, in caſe ſhe or her Iflue became Heirs to the rein 
ing Duke of Parma, and the Grand Duke of Tuſcany. 
the firit of theſe Rights he inſiſted before his Acceſſion to 1} 
Quadruple Alliance, in conſequence of which he actually ce 
quered Sardinian, and attempted the Conqueſt of Hicih, Ng 
withſtanding his former Renunciations. Upon his Accc:! 
to that Treaty, his Catholick Majeſty once more renou$ 
th 
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roſe Rights, in conſideration of the eventual Succeſſion to the 
Nutchies of Parma, Placentia, and Tuſcany, being ſecured to 
his Children of the ſecond Marriage, which was done at the 
Requeſt of the Regent of France by the Quadruple Alliance. 
All theſe Pretenſions were actually realiſed by the famous 
Treaty of Seville, when it ſeemed to be underſtood by all the 
contracting Parties, that the Succeſſion of Don Carl;s in the 
Manner preſcribed by that Treaty, ſhould terminate all Dit- 
putes, and extinguiſh all Rights, except thoſe that were ſettled 
thereby. 

But when the next War broke out, it appeared that the 
King of Spain had no ſuch Meaning, but that after engaging 
the Emperor to grant the Inveſtiture of the Dominions claim'd 
in Right of his Wife, he was reſolved to keep up ſtill his 
other Claim againſt the Emperor himſelf in Reference to the 
Countries formerly belonging to the Kings of Spain, or the 
Houſe of Auftria, and in conſequence of this Don Carlos in- 
jaded and poſleſſed himſelf of Nap/cs and Sicily. Then came 
the Treaty of Vieuna, by which thoſe Kingdoms were left to 
that Prince, Parma and Placentia given up to his Imperial 
Majeſty, and Tuſcany exchanged for Lorrain. But notwith- 
fanding this laſt Treaty, upon the Demiſe of the Emperor 
Charles VI. his Catholick Majcſty revived his old Claims to 
the Dutchy of Milan, as Heir of the Houſe of Auſtria, and 
to Parma and Placentia, as belonging to his Queen and her 
Children, and hence aroſe the Pretenſion of procuring a Sct- 
tement for Don Philip, which after a long and bloody War, 
was at length obtained by the definitive 'I'reaty of Aix ler 
Chapelle, which has put that young Prince in Poſſeſſion ot 
Parma, Placentia, and Guaſtalla, upon certain Conditions. 

In order to underſtand how and why he holds theſe Coun- 
tries, as well as the Conſequences of his having this Efta- 
biſhment given him in Tah, it is abſolutely neceſſary to give 
the Reader a ſuccinct Hiſtory of the Houſe of Farneſe, from 
which he is ſuppoſcd to derive his Right; for without ſome 
Nnowledge of this, and of the Situation of the Countrics he 
poſteſſes, it is abſolutely impoſſible that we ſhould have a 
diſtinct Conception of the preſent State of Things in Tab, or 
frame any tolerable Opinion of the new Claims that are 
already become the Subject of Diſcourſe, will in all Probabi- 
ity ſerve for the Foundation of new 'Treatics, and it is not 
at all impoſſible may ſooner or later become the Cauſes 01 
another War, But theſe Points being once ſettled, this Matt»: 
which 1s at preſent fo very obſcure and perplexed, will ap- 
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pear as plain and perſpicuous as can be, and we ſhall have the 
ſame Facility in judging of the Controverfics that may 116. 
in 1 475 as in thoſe that have been agitat- d in the North and 
in Zermany, and which very polſibly may again require our 
F ſince where-ever the. Spark of Wat may firſt fall 

ung be long before the Flame conimunicates it{clf j; 
al Quarters, 

At the Time the Zombards acquired by Force of Arms 
very conſiderable Kingdom in Italy, and threatned to extend 
the.r Dominions ſtill farther, many Cities finding their Tj. 
berties in Danger, and having no Hope of Prat ion from the 

rreek Emperors, tho' they flill ret. ined the Nam of Sore. 
reigne, confederated aps for their joint Pretervaticn, and 


with the ſame View put themſelves under the Prot ction ef 


the Pope, among which Cities were Parmt and Placentig. 
When the Holy Sec loſt both Power and Credit, and 
Popes themſelves were forced to retire to Avignon, Para an 
Plicentia, as well as other Parts of their Territories, ſuffer! ; 
long duccetſion of miſcrabie Revolutions, ſometimes under on; 
Rau. 75 ot 1 yrants, ſomctimes under another, till at length, when 
mo? of theſe were extirpated, the Cities and the Dutchics be 
I>1ging to them, were again annexcd, in the Beginning «© 
the” Sixteenth Centu: ry, to the Dominioi!s of the See of Ns 
and were [eacc: ably poſſeſſed and enjoyed by Le X. 
Adrian V. and Clement VII. in a Manner as abfcl:tc and 
independent as any of their other temporal Eftatzs What! 
not barely without Moleſtation, but with the full Knowl4-: 
and expreſs Conſent of the Emperor Charles V. Let vs now 
ce how they were detached from the Pope's Ferritori 


— 


Authors are divided as to the Original of the Ho: of. Fa 1 
reſe, but amongſt ſeveral Opinions, there is none more p 
Fable, than that the y were Lords of Castello Farneſe, inthe 


little State of Caftre. Alexander Farneſe, Had of thi- Hor! 
having inſinuated himſelf into the cood Graces of Pope A 
any "VI inen trom him, while a very young Man, t 
Legation of Arco which for him was a gteat Preferm 
He toll in Love . ere with a Lady of the noble Family of Kitt 
winch brought him under great Diffcultics, {rice it he 


ried, his He pes were at an * and on the other Hand, 


could not be happy without the Lady. In order to exttic.” 
hi nſelf, he took a "Method not very uncommon in thote Time:; 
that is, he married, and kept that Marriage a Secret. By :: 

Lady he had two Sons, Peter Lewis, and Alexaiider, an 
a Deughter whoie Name was Gonflance, Upon his Return i 
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Nome, as the ſecret Hiſtory of that Capital reports, he gained 
the Frvour of the Pope beforementioned in ſo high a Degree, 
by appearing ignorant of a certain Amour, that in 1493 he 
was honoured with the Purple at the Age of twenty-four. 
Whatever were the Foibles of his Youth, all Authors allow, 
that in his more advanced Years he diſcovered Qualities truly 
worthy of his Dignity, infomuch, that on the Death of Cle- 
mart VII. when he was advanced to the Age of forty, he was 
elected his Succellor, and took the Name of Paul III. 

He governed fiftcen Years with great Reputation, and in 
that Space having taken great Care of the Affairs of the Church, 
he thought it no Diminution of his Character to take ſome of 
his Family. His Anceſtors had lent very conſiderable Sums 
to the Apoſtolick Chamber, and were in Poſſeſſion of Nepz 
and Fraſcati. The latter being at the very Gates of Rome, 
and affording a Sanctuary to Bankrupts and other flagitious 
Perſons, it was very inconvenient to the Holy Sce, the Pope 
tercfore propoſed to give up theſe Places, and to extinguiſh 
al the Debts due to his Family, in caſe the Cardinals would 
conſent to grant the Dutchics of Parma and Placertia to a 
certain Perſon he ſhould name, who ſhould reſide in one of 
E Citics, and hold it as a Fief of the Church; which be— 
ing alcated to in a Confittory, his Son Peter Lewis had the 
1 cee or thoſe Dutchies on the 12th of Auguſt 1545, to 
hold to him and his Heirs Male for ever, and was init alled 
on the 19th of the ſame NMicnth, in the Cathedral Church of 
Flacentia, by Cardinal Murine Grimani the Apoſlolick 
Cn It may not be amils to obſerve, that before this 

g Prince attained theſe Dutchies, his Father had beſtow- 
e upon him thoſe of Cate and eee which lie within 
tic Kecletiatiical State, as we have already ſhewn, in ſpeak- 
17 of the temporal Dominions annexed to the Popedom ; 
theſe, as they were acquired, ſo they were loit by Uſury, 
due of his Succviiors borrowing a large Sum of Money from 
te Apoſtolick Chamber, and by computing Intereſt upon Intereſt 
the Debt was at laſt raiſed 10 high, that the Church re-en- 
ed for Want of Payment, and annexed theſe Countries once 
ore to the Papal Domains. 

This Misfortune betell the Houſe of Farneſe, under the 

Wh oi Kanuccis II. the direct Deſcendant of Peter 2 

orementioned, He was a wile, and in other Reſpccts, 
munate Prince, governing his Subjects with great e 
ton and Mildneſs. He was thrice married, firſt to Margaret 
of Savoy, by whom he had no Ch ildren; 3 Secondly, to 
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_ of Ee, by whom he had a Son Edward, and two 


aughters ; laſtly, to Mary of Eſte, his ſecond Witc's Sift,, Ml 6r 
by whom he had Franciſco and Antonio. Edward, heredits,, (tere 
Prince of Parma, married Dorothea Sophia of Newburgh, Daus, Wy 
ter to the Elector Palatine in 1690, by whom he had an ther 
only Daughter, Elizabeth, born October 25, 1692, and on the and 
5th of September. following died, in the Life-time of his Father offt. 
Franciſco, Prince of Parma, married his Brother's Widow, MW Wa 
who became thereby Dutcheſs of Parma, upon the Demiſe of cer, 
her Father-in-law, which happened in 1694, and the new Dult mar 
brought up his Brother's Daughter as his own. ho 
Francis I. Duke of Parma and Placentia, was a Prince of A 
his Father's Temper, and by a wiſe and prudent Adminiftra. whic 
tion of his Affairs, kept his Dominions in a great Meaſure conſ 
from ſuffering as the reſt of Italy did, during the long Waren nd 
Account of the Spaniſh Succeſſion; but after the Peace of Leng 
Utrecht, and the Death of the Queen of Spain, he liſtened wih 2nd t 
great Satisfaction to the Propoſal of a Marriage between Weſt 
Philip V. and his Niece and adopted Daughter the Princes ee 
Elizabeth, who was looked upon as the Heireſs of Parma and e © 
Tuſcany, her Great Grand-mother being Margaret de Meda Mage 
Daughter to Duke Coſmo II. and this notwithſtanding Prince _ 
ima 


Antenio Farneſe was living, becauſe it was believed that E 


had an invincible Averſion to Marriage, to which, if the bent; 
be Truth in ſome Italian Conjectures, this Manner of difpog derfull 


fing his Niece might contribute. However that Matter mig with x 
bc, the Succeſſion was looked upon as a Thing out of Difpurg fans ( 
at leaſt on that Side; for it was known that the Pope intends have 
ed to queſtion it, and that it was not very agreeable to th | locks 
Emperor, 7 
But upon the Demiſe of Francis Duke of Parma in 172 latter 
and the Acceſſion of Prince Ante, Things changed their Ap The ( 
earance. The new Duke was no ſooner pofiefied of d | Conſeq 
Dignity, than he declared his Diſlike of Marriage aroſe fro old irre 
the Narrowneſs of his Circumſtances, while he was a your emma 
Brother, but that now he was a ſovereign Prince, and the better i 
Heir Male of his Family, he judged it incumbent upon hl '&Y ſn 
to prevent the Extinction of the Houſe of Farneſc. He md Whi 
ried accordingly Henrietta de Efle, Daughter to the Duke Dukes 
Hadena, but had notwithſtanding the Misfortune to die wit land Di 
out Iſſue, January 20, 1731, tho' upon his Demiſe it te, ar 
given out, that the Dutcheſs his Relict was with Child; om hi 
this being quickly found to be without any Foundation, rinces 
Royal Infant Don Carlos eldeſt Son to his Catholick Mae 5 the 
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iy the Princeſs Elizaleth, Heireſs of the Houſe of Farneſe, en- 
W {cd into the quiet Poſſeſſion. The old Dutcheſs Dowager 
" i Sophia Dorothea, Relict of Duke Francis, and of his elder Bro- 


8 ther Prince Edward, Mother to the Queen Dowager of Spain, 
* and Grandmother to the Royal Infants Carlos and Philip, and 
| e the Cardinal of Bourbon, died about the Cloſe of the laſt 
= War, in a very advanced Age, As for the younger Dowa- 


deer, Widow of Antonio Farneſe, the laſt Duke of Parma, ſhe 
Kiko married in 1740, Prince Leopold of Heſſe Darmſtadt, with 
WM whom ſhe refides at Placentia. 

As to the Extent, Situation and Value of the Countries 


* which form the Settlement of the Infant Don Philip, we are to 
* conſider the following Particulars. The Dutchics of Parma 
en, and Placentia ſorm together a very conſiderable Sovercignty ; in 
e FRY Length, from Welt to Eaſt they are about ſixty Engliſh Miles, 
wien 2nd their Breadth from South to North is about forty. On the 
Ws Weſt they are bounded by the Dominions of the Empreſs 
ice Queen and the King of Sardinia ; on the South, by the! errito- 
_ of the Republick of Genza ; on the Eaſt by the Dutchics of 
25 Madend and Reggio 3 and on the North they are divided by the 
i ew cr h from the Dutchies of Mantua and Milan. As to the 


ut bd Climate it is without Exception, being cqually healthy and plca- 
then ſant ; and with this the Soil likewiſe correſpends, which is wen- 


lifpol derfully fruitful; the Vallics abound with all Kinds of Fruit, 
mig vith rich Paſtures and excellent Vineyards ; and in the Moun- 
mo duns they have both Coppcr and Silver Mincs; the Inhabitants 
mend bare prodigious Herds of black Cattle, and alſo numerous 


Flocks of Sheep ; the firſt enable them to make the beſt Checſe 
in Italy, and, in the Opinion of many, in Europe; and the 
latter furniſh them with vaſt Quantities of very fine Wool. 
The Cities of Parma and Placentia are the only Places of any 


to U 


175 
cir Af 


of uu LConſequence in the Royal Infant's Dominions; the former is an 
2 old irregular Place, and not very large, meanly fortihed, but 
your: = commanded by a Caſtle of ſome Strength; the latter is larger, 
{ the better ſituated, more beautiful, and: fuller of People, within a 
IT e {mall Diſtance of the Ps, which is a great Convenience. 

ſe m4 While theſe Countries were held from the Sce of Rome, the 
Duke Dukes of Parma paid an annual Acknowledgment of ten thou- 
nie wi and Ducats ; at. preſent they are conſidered as Fiefs of the Em- 
"8 pire, and their Poſſeſſor applies for and receives his Inveſtituro 
111d; tom his Imperial Majeſty in the ſame Manner with other 
0 Princes, The Revenucs have been formerly computed at ſix hun- 


cred thouſand Crowns, but it may be queſtioned, whether in 
heir preſent Situation the People can raite above two Thirds of 
that 
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that Sum, yet a few Years of Peace, under a gentle Adminiſta- 


tion, would quickly reſtore them to their former Condition, 
It is ſuppoſed that theſe Dutchies, may maintain a regular 
Force of about fix thouſand Men, without any great Detri- 
ment either to Prince or People. 

As to the additional Dutchy of Gua/talla, we have already 
ſhewn how it came into the Hands of the Emperor by the 
Death of the laſt Duke of the Houſe of Genzagua. It is in 
Truth nothing more than a Diſtrict of the Dutchy of Aan. 


tua, which was given as a Proviſion for a younger Branch 2 


of the ducal Houſe, and is conſequently a Thing of no great 


Importance. It is, as we obſerved before, ſeparated from the 


reſt of the Royal Infant's Dominions by a Part of the Duke 
of 1odena's Country, but notwithitanding this, the Communi— 
cation by the Po is always open. Guaſtalla is a very neat 
and flouriſhing Place, and the Country about it both fruit- 
ful and pleaſant ; the Revenue is computed at fifty or ſint, 
Thouſand Crowns. Theſe are all the Countries that tie 
Royal Infant poſſeſſes in [taly ; and tho' in themſelves they 
may be juſtly reckoned very conſiderable, yet when we reflect 
on the Royal Birth, the high Pretenſions, and illuſtrious Mar- 
riage of his Royal Highneſs, one cannot help admiring at tie 
ſtrange Profuſion of Men and Money with which this incon- 
ſiderable Settlement was purchaſed. 


This appears ſtill ſtranger, when we remember that all the 
Territories are inland Places; nay, that there is not ſo much 
as a ſingle navigable River in the Dominions of this Prince, 


© OS 


the Po excepted, and that only waſhes them. From hence] 
one may be eafily tempted to ſuſpect, that When this Eita-f 
bliſnment was accepted for the Royal Infant, it mutt have 
been under ſome Expectation of treeing it from thoſe Reltric-$ 
tious with which the Ceſſions contained in the dehnitiveh 
Treaty of Aix la Chapelle were made; enlarging it eicher vg 
Purchaſe or otherwiſe, and thereby opening. a more dirt 
Correſpondence with Spain, than it is poſſible to carry on at 
preſent through the Territories of the State of Genoa 3 tho 
for the 1 it is faid, that a creat Road is mas 


O 
ing through the 


Expedient, till ſomething better can be contrived, or till ſon 
lucky Opportunity makes Way for its being carried into Fxcd 
cution. It is indeed true, that joining as it does to the 1<4 
ritories of Modena on one Side, and to thoſe of the Republics 
beforementioned on the other, the Royal Infant might c 
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«ceive, in caſe of Need, whatever Aſſiſtance theſe Neighbours 
F his would be inclined to give; but then all their Force 
aken together, would be inſufficient to cover ſo open a Coun- 
ur againft the Troops of the Houſe of Auſtria, if upon any 
0ccation a Rupture ſhould happen hereafter. 

We have thus given a general Sketch of the Situation that 
tis Prince is in, and many of our Readers may poſſibly look 
won that as ſufficient. But Time will quickly convince 
tem of the contrary, and that nothing deſerves to be more 
maturely weighed, than what may be expected from the Fer- 
mentation that ever ſince the Peace has been, from its Effects, 
parent enough in taly; and to ſay the Truth, moſt of the 
Troubles that have diſturbed Europe fince the Concluſion of 
the Treaty of Utrecht, have been hatched in that Quarter. 
Should we incline to penetrate the Reaſon of this, it would 
not be found difficult to find, and which is ſtill more to our 
Purpoſe, it would appear to ſubſiſt and act as ſtrongly now 
s cver ; neither ought this to ſurprize us, if we reflect on 
the great Events that have happened in our own Time, where 
the next News from this Part of the World, upon the mak- 
ing and executing a Peace, has uſually been new Claims, new 
Negotiations, and in a ſhort Space of Lime, new Prepara- 
tions for the Commencement of a freſh War. It may there- 
fore be very expedient to make a Trial, whether it may not 
be poſſible to diſcover ſomething of theſe Matters before they 
ze conveyed to us in foræign Gazettes. 

Firſt with reſpect to the Reſtrictions by which the Royal 
Infant Don Philip is, or may be thought cramped in his Poſ- 
[ſons We know that at Aiæ la Chapelle, the Spaniſh Pleni- 
potentiary expreſſed very clearly the Diſlike of the Court of 
Madrid to thoſe Reſervations, by which a Reverſionary Right 
was ſecured to the two Crowns, by which a Ceſſion was 
made of this Scttiement for Don Philip; and tho' this Dif- 
fculty was then got over, yet we are no Strangers to the 
Interpoſition by which it was got over; nor is at all inconſiſt- 
ent with the Lights of Reaſon or Experience to believe, that 
It was got over by the Suggeſtion, that tho' an abſolute Poſ- 
[Hon could not be gained at that Time, yet it might be 
procured by a ſubſequent Negotiation. Of this we have had 
many broad Hints ſince, and therefore we may take it for 
granted, that unlats ſome unforeſeen Change ſhould happen 
in the Syſtem of certain Courts, this Point will certainly be 
purſued till it is accompliſhed ſome Way or other. 


But 
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But this is not all, there has been a Proteſtation in Fyr; 
upon a late Occaſion, as well as upon others, in favour ; 
the See of Rome, from whence, as the original Right of th. 
Houſe of Farneſe was derived, it is not eaſy to fee how i, 
Claim to theſe Dutchies has been vacated. On the other 
Hand, ſuch is the Spirit of a certain Court, that we have n, 5 

reat Cauſe to ſuppoſe ſhe will ſuffer theſe Pretenſions t © 
ſubſiſt, for fear that ſome time or other an Opportunity ſoul 
offer for enforcing them. It is true indeed, that there is 19 


Proſpect of any ſuch Thing at preſent, but the Politicks of the 


Court of Rome are deſervedly famous, and the very Care tht 
the Popes have taken to keep up this Claim upon every Occ. 
ſion, ſufficiently indicates that they would not ſuffer an Oppor- 
tunity to flip, in caſe any ſuch Opportunity ſhould offer. Ihe 
Deſire therefore of emancipating this dear-bought Settle. 
ment even from this dormant Pretenſion, is a Point that will 
hardly eſcape the Eye of a Court, that has been ever famous 
for Jealouſy, in a Degree not at all inferior to its Ambition, 
We are yet farther to conſider, that it was purely to avoid 
this Claim of the See of Rome, that Parma was acknowledse( 
to be a Fief of the Reman Empire. Duke Francis, Undle to 
the Queen Dowager of Spain, when the Emperor levicd Con 
tributions from his Dominions, upon Pretence of their bein- 
Fiefs, exclaimed againſt it as an Act of Violence and Injuftice, 
the Pope alſo proteſted againſt it upon the ſame Motivcs, 
Since that Lime his Succeſſors have ſeen Things in quite a 
different Light, or rather have been under a Neceſſity of ad- 
mitting what their Predeceflor ſo warmly diſputed. As Things 
now ſtand, there can be no Diſpute that Homage is due tothe 
Emperor, and that his Inveſtiture is neceſſary to the Poſſcilur 1 
of theſe as of other Fiets. But poſſibly there may come a 
Time when this may be accounted either a Grievance, or at | 
leaſt an Inconvenience, unleſs in the enſuing Congreſs at Cr- | 
ang, or Where-ever elſe it ſhall be held, ſome Mecthed can be 
found to ſettle it to the mutual Satisfaction of all Parties ; 
and tho* this may be a Thing far enough from being impo!- I 
ſible, yet one may venture without fearing to fin againſt I ruth, | 
to hazard a Suſpicion that it will not be without its Difficultic. 
In the next Place, the Augmentations of this Scttlement | 
which may be endcavoured, deſerve our particular Notice, Ve] 
have very good Reaſon to apprehend at leaft, that after (uct 
violent and repeated Struggles, ſo long and bloody a Was, 
and ſince the Concluſion of the Peace, ſuch a Train of Halt! 
and filent Negotiations, ſome Enlargement of the Ren Ihr 
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fint's Territories is a Point till at Heart with thoſe who pro- 
cured his Settlement, and who in going ſo far to obtain that, 
however uncqual to the Coſt with which it was obtained, 
ave an Earneſt to the World that they meant to go further, 
and not to deſiſt from their Enterprize, till attended with a 
Succeſs proportionable to their Characters who have embarked 
in it. Let us then conſider, whether from the Lights afford- 
ed us by theſe hiſtorical Memoirs, and the Hints that have 
been given us as to the Tendency of thoſe ſecret Negotiations 
beforementioned, we may not be able to form ſome Gueſs as 
to the Nature of theſe Augmentations, and the Methods which 
may be poſſibly practiſed in order to compaſs them ? It is very 
unlikely that we ſhould be able to go to the Bottom of this 
Matter, or to point out exactly, and in their proper Order, 
the very Steps that will be taken in this Buſineſs : But tho' 
we ſhould not do this, yet we need not defpair of giving the 
Reader ſome Satisfaction, ſince in pointing out moſt of the 
Roads that are poſſible, we can hardly miſs thoſe that the 
active Politicians will think practicable, and what may not 
be atchieved in our Times, it is very likely may occupy the 
Attention of Poſterity ; at leaſt we have paſt Experience en 
the Side of this Conjecture. 

The Royal Infant's Settlement was hardly fixed, before it 
was obſerved that ſome Alterations, Ceſſions, and Exchanges 
would be neceflary, in order to accommodate Things between 
that young Prince and his Neighbours. We have touched 
upon this Subject before, and ſhewn that a Part of the Duke 
of Modena's Dominions would be exceedingly commodious, 
and that it might not be impracticable to aſſign his Serene 
Highneſs an Equivalent with which he might be well con- 
tented. Something of the like Sort might be expedient alſo 
with reſpect to the Empreſs Queen, there being a ſmall Por- 
tion of the Dutchy of Gua/talla that cannot well be ſeparated 
from her hereditary Countries, and is certainly of much too 
little Conſequence to be worth diſputing about; theſe taking 
them altogether, though they may be convenient and even 
neceſſary Things, are of no mighty Importance, and there is 
nothing very unlikely in ſuppoſing, that for the Sake of mu- 
tual Eaſe and Security, ſuch Matters may be ſettled in a Con- 
greſs to the Satisfaction of all Parties. 

But there has been an Augmentation mentioned of quite an- 
other Nature, and that is the Iſland of Cor/ica, which was for 
ſome time looked upon as the Fiction of Gazette-Writers ; but 
at preſent it ſeems to wear another Aſpect ; and from Pe 
dance 
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dance of Circumſtances we may gather, chat it is not alt. 
ther ſo improbable as at firſt it might be thought : The F;.,...; 
are in Poſſeſſion of that Ifland ; the Gene 25 have not ſo much - as 
a Commiſſary there; the Malecontents ſeem to be determined! 
their Reſolution, never to ſubmit again to what they {til thai: 
old Yoke. On the other Hand, indecd, there has been a K. gu- 
lation ſettled between the Republick ind the Corficans, under the 
Mediation of his Moſt Chrittian Majeſty, with great Care . 
Deliberation ; yet if this ſhould prove unacceprable to either 
Party, or if Objections ſhould be made to it on both Sides, . the 
admitting of a s | reaty of Purchaſe, in order to the Republic“ 
parting with its Sovereignty, may be thought a proper 'E Xned1- 
ent, or at leaſt it could never have been introduced in a let . 
ceptionable Way. In that Cafe, however, ſome further Steg 
muſt be taken before it can be connected with the Royal Iylants 
preſent Scttiement, but if this grand Purchaſe is once made, that 
will not be abſolutely impracticable. "There is a ſmall I 'ract of 
Country between the Dutchy of Parma and the Sca, that worild 
in *ſuch a Cafe be a very valuable Acquiſition; and this, no 
doubt, would be obtained by Contract or Exchange; ; and thus 
the Royal Infant would acquire a large, and, in part, an inde- 
pendent Settlement, and it may be a more ſplendid Title; yet a 
we have ſcen ſtrange Changes, it may not perhaps be a chime- 
rical Conjecture, that after ail theſe Junctions and Purchaſes, 
the whole might be thought a proper Equivalent for another 
Territory in " Italy, of which his Brother- Don Calis once 
wore the Title of hereditary Prince. 
Before we quit this Subject, it may not be amiſs juſt to h. 

that the former Dukes of Parma thought themſelvcs re il 
treated by the Pope in the Affair of Cajtro; and once by the Ii. 
terpoſition of the Crown of France, that Matter was biov g, 
fo far, that upon Payment of the original Debt and Int-r.:}, 
the Pope engaged himſelf to reſtore thoſe Territorics, tho" upon 

Tender of the Money he diſengaged himſelf again, allodgin, 
that it was not in his Power. I have before obſerved, that t 
Matter was compromiſed by Treaty with the Houle o 
when the Dutchies of Parma and Placentia were in the Font 
ſion of the late Emperor Charles the Sixth; but now tlicy arc 11 


other Hands, that Claim may be revived, and perhaps enfor cd, 


hen other Points of greater Conſequence are ſcttled. 5 
we have taken a View of the ſeveral poſſible Svilems ct f A 


mentaticn, and cf the Methods by which they mult be 2: 
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hear of all the reſt, for one Augmentation will facilitate another, 
nd Pretenſions that it might have been ridiculous for a little 
Duke to make, will appear of great Conſequence, when con- 
idercd as the Demands of a King. 

Theſe political Diſquiſitions on the preſent State of the Domi- 
rions and Pretenſions of the Houſe of Bourbon in Italy, will aſ- 
if us much in forming an Idea of that new Scene of Negotia- 
tion that is at preſent on Foot, and which at this Juncturè is ſo 
great a Myftery, that very few ſeem to know what to make of 
it, but by Degrees it will open, and cxpand itſelf, ſo as to be- 
come very perceptible, and then we ſhall be no longer in the 
Dark as to out Concern in it. The Ballance of /taly will always 
tain its Connection with the Ballance of Power in Europe; 
ſo that it is a vain Thing to imagine, that it can be either al- 
tered by a War, or ſettled by a Peace, without Prejudice to the 
Maritime Powers, and conſequently without their being obliged 
o trouble themſelves about it. It is true indeed, that it is, and 
muſt be the Intereſt of the King of Sardinia, more eſpecially 
to keep a ſteady Attention to that Ballance ; and if the Treaty 
of Worms had been effectually executed, that alone would 
have been a tufficient Security; he muſt have taken Care of our 
Intereſts, becauſe it is certain he will never deſert his own. 
But the Caſe is much altered now, and remains {till in a State of 
Alteration, which when or where it will ſtop, is not in the 
Breaſt of Man to determine. 

Let us next proceed to the Republicks in Itah, upon the State 
of which we ſhall be much more conciſe ; and, that what we 
have to ſay may be with the more Eaſe retained, we will take 
them in the Order of Time, in which they were erected. 


SE: CT; VII. 
The preſent State and Political Interęſis of the 
Republick of VENICE. 


{ Bow Glory of the Venetian State is at preſent indeed much 
inferior to what it was, when without Aſſiſtance ſhe was 
i Match for the whole Ottoman Power by Land and Seca, and 
oft nothing of her Courage, and but very little of her Territo- 
nes, by the famous League of Cambray, when rather out of 
Lavy than from any better Cauſe, the greateſt Powers in Eu- 
pe were allied againſt her, 
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But tho? it be true, that the Republick is not what He har: 
been, that her Dominions are reduced within narrower Bound. 
ds, 


fo that except what ſhe poſſeſſes on the Terra Firma of Italy, in 


Dalmatia, and a few inconſiderable Hands, ſhe has nothing le. 
of thoſe extenſive Territories that contributed to enrich ber 


Subjects by their Trade, and gave her ſo conſiderable a Rank 


amongſt the Powers of Europe; yet ſhe is ſtill Miſtreſs os 


enough, not only to deſerve Notice, but alſo to be regarded s 
one of the moſt conſiderable Potentates in Itah, and moſt illu. 


ſtrious Republicks in Europe. 
I: is highly to the Honour of this State, that for upwards of 


twelve Centuries ſhe has preſerved her Freedom, and for a great 
Part of that Time has lived under the fame Government, with. 
out ſuffering any of thoſe dreadful Revolutions by which may 
of her powerful Neighbours have been involved in Blood and“ 


Conſuſion. This has juſtly given a high Reputation to the 


Wiſdom of her Senators, who by their great Policy and wonder 
ful Secrecy, have been able through fo long a Track of Time, 
to guard with equal Diligence and Succefs againſt foreign Con- 


federacies and domeſtic 


Conſpiracies, many of which they havs 


defeated, when laid with the deepeſt Cunning, and ſupportcs 8 


with no inconſiderable Strength. 


Her very Loſſes are fo far from reflecting Diſcredit on the Re- 
publick, that on the contrary, they do her the greateſt Honour 2 
in the Sentiments of thoſe who are capable of forming a right 
Judgment of Hiſtory, and know how to diſtinguiſh propcri- I 
in reſpect to Cauſes and Events. The long War in Delence ct 
Candiu! againſt the Tuts, exhauſted the Treaſures, and werk 


en'd the Power of this State to a Degree, that ſhe has not been 
able to recover; but that War was continued for many Year: 
againſt the whole Strength of the Ottoman Empire by Sca and 
Land, and was almoſt as fatal to the Turks as to her; for they 
too have been declining in Power and Reputation ever fince : 80 
that ſhe might be truly ſtiled in that reſpect the Bulwark 0:9 
Europe, to the Safety of which ſhe contributed much more tian 
ſhe ſuffered by the Loſſes, that by the Fortune of War ſhe uf 


tained during that famous Contention. 


The common Opiuion that ſhe continues ſtill to decline, 
and that the very Being of the Republick is in Danger ſrom af 


flow Conſumption, has been perhaps taken up without due t- 
tention, and for want of having juſt Notions of the wiſe and 
folid Maxims by which her Government is conducted. For tl» 


— 


it be truc, that ſhe is 12 ne Condition to maintain ſuch a W049 
| a5 


- 


to the 
Squar 
perpei 
of he. 
may [ 
of Ge 

Bel 
better 
the H 
flect, 
in Vit 
the R. 
have N 
Peace 
roth o 
have v 
have | 
proper 
their 

Th: 
lation 
amiſs 1 
In the 
It, wh! 
ſtill ca 
other I 


public 
drawn 
tons ol 


On 


Irevifa 
naſe, t 
finct, 
Itria, 

Ilands 
Al the 
Give a 


1 Eur 


ed as x 
illu- B 
L 


ds of 


great 
with- 
mary 


and 


0 the | 
nder-Y 


| 1me, 
Con- 
have 


vorted 


e Re- 


onour 8 


. . 
7 4 
Fiche 


opcri; 1 


Ice ot 


wWeak- 
f been 1 


1 14 


Year 
J 


70 Aw - 
ad AY 


r they] 


e: dof 
ark 0 1 4 


> than 


2 
SS 6 


je ſul- [ 


eclineH 
rom al 


ue At 


iſe and! 


Or th | ö 


a War 
* 


14511 


that of Candia, yet it is no leſs true, that as Thir gs are now 
cucumſtanced, fhe has very little Reaſon to fear it. 

ln the two laſt Wars with the Turks, ſhe ſufficiently demon- 
dated, that tho' her Forces were much weaken'd, ſhe was far 
fom having loſt her former Spirit, or from wanting ſuch a Power 
» was neceſſary for her Defence; and the noble Statue erected 
i the Honour of the late Field Marſhal Schulemberg in the great 
Guare of Corfu, which he ſo gloriouſly defended, will remain a 
perpetual Monument of the Bravery of her Troops, as well as 
of her Zeal and Gratituce to that intrepid Officer, which it 
my be hoped will not a little contribute to procure a Succeſſion 
of Generals 2, worthy and as fortunate; 

Beſides all this, it ought to be remember'd, that ſhe is now 
better ſecured againſt the Turks by her perpetual Alliance with 
the Houſe of Autria than in former Ages; and if we alſo re- 
ect, that in caſe the latter at any Time break with the Turks, 
in Virtue of that Alliance, they are ſure of being ſupported by 
the Ruſſians, it will be ſufficiently evident, that the Venetians 
have much leſs to fear than they had in former Days. Since the 
Peace of Paſſarmvitz, therefore, which was concluded on the 
rth of Fry 1718, they have remained very quiet; and as they 
are very wiſely avoided taking any Share in thoſe Diſputes that 
have perplexed Europe, they at the ſame Time have thought it 
rroper to keep up a numerous Body of Forces, in order to render 
heir Ngutrality reſpected. | 

That the Reader may perceive, what we have advanced in re- 
ktion to this Republick is founded in Truth, it may not be 
amiſs to give a ſhort Account of the Countries ſhe poſſeſſes. 
In the firſt Place, the noble City of Venice, and the Iflands about 
it, which are ſo populous, have ſo many Manufactures, and 
ſill carry on ſo great a Trade, more eſpecially whenever the 
aher Powers of /taly are at War, and the Subjedis of the Re- 
publick enjoy the Benefit of her Neutrality, that the Revenue 
fawn from them by the State, amounts annually to three Mil- 
lons of Ducats, 

On the Terra Firma or Continent of 1taly, ſhe poſſeſſes the 
Ireviſan, the Paduan, the Vicentin, the Vermeze, the Brega- 
naſe, the Territory of Breſcia, the City of Crema and its Di- 
fit, and the Poleſin ; they have alfo a great Part of Friuli, of 
ria, of Dalmatia and Albania; and they til! preſerve the 


Ilands of Corfu, Zante, Cerigo, Finnes, Curzzola and Cefalonia 2 
Al theſe Countrics are rich and fruitful, and the Inhabitants 
ave a very great Trade in che Levant, as well as in other Parts 
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Ihe entire Revenue of the Republick is computed 
eight Millions of Ducats, and . 3 1; om 
commonly exceed half that; ſo that in Time of Peace ther 
are conſtantly laying up large Sums. Before the fatal War ;f the F 
Candia, they had in their Fabry fifteen Millions of Dy. # It 
cats in ready Money, excluſive of the famous Gold Chain, t) mak 
which they annually added ſome Links, which forty Porters I 
could hardly carry, and which on certain Feſtivals was extendel I about 
croſs the Square of St. Mark, for the Entertainment of the 
People. As they have now enjoyed Peace thirty Years, it may 
be preſumed that their Coffers are again pretty full, fo that upon 12 
any emergent Neceſſity, they would be able to make much ll ” . 
greater Efforts than is commonly imagined. , 
As to the Government of Venice, it is ſo well known, that and a 
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we need not deſcribe it. We ſhall only obſerve, that it ha MI 
pure Ariſtocracy, and though the Duke has the Title of Prince, that t 
yet the Majeſty of the Republick reſides in the Senate. The © ceptal 
great Maxim of this wiſe Body, is to manage the Government . 1 
with the utmoſt Frugality, to encourage Trade as much as pol. Ml 
ſible, and to preſerve Peace as long as they are able. e K 

They have always a conſtant Eye upon the Turks, and hae reſt 
excellent Intelligence even in the Seraglio itſelf; ſo that ther Vicin 
can hardly be ſurprized, and in Time of Peace they carry on * 
prodigious Commerce in all Parts of that Empire. They are 4 Th 
jealous of the Pope, with whom they have many ancient L Mona 
Grounds of Diſpute, which is the Reaſon that they exclude all 
Eccleſiaſticks from their Counſels. They are obliged to live in woulc 
good Friendſhip with the Emperor, tho' it is certain, that ther Viffer 
are not at all deſirous of ſeeing the Power of the Houſe off ws 
Auſtria extend itſelf in Italy. They were heretofore jealous df tia th 
the Crown of Spain for the ſame Reaſon ; and very probably | 40 t 
this Spirit would revive, if Don Philip ſhould gain by Purchase teived 
any more conſiderable Eſtabliſhment in that Country; for the] * 
keeping even the Ballance of which, they are as much or more} dardrn 
concerned than any other Potentate. | . 

In former Times the Republick was ſtrongly inclined to the Fe 
favour France; the Embaſſador of this Crown received ve ©? rele 
hizh Honours at Fenice, and, generally ſpeaking, the Yenetia narch 
Cardinals joincd thoſe of the French Faction in the Conclave c The 
yet there is no Reaſon to preſume, as ſome do from hence, tha ns t 
the Republick is governed by theſe Notions ſtill, for the Cir r- 
cumſtances of Things being changed, according to the ſctti alſ 
Rules of their Policy, the Conduct of the Republick muß 4. 
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Me with the French in the Conclave, will engage her now to act 
inſt them, and in Favour of the Houſe of Auſtria, becauſe 
he Family of Bourbon is become too potent. 

t may indeed be ſurmiſed that this State, affecting Peace ſo 
much as ſhe does, might be awed by the Power of France ; bat 
of this there is no ſort of Appearance. For when Lewis XIV. 
bout 1711, declared at Rome, Cardinal Ottoloni, a Subject of 
the Republick's, Protector of the Crown of France, and his 
Eminence had accepted that Dignity, contrary to the Maxims 
of the Venetian State, which never permits any that have been 
in their Service, to enter into that of other Princes; they pro- 
ceded without Delay, and without Ceremony, to deprive him 
ind all his Relations of the Privileges of Nobility, and to baniſh 
them their Dominions. We may therefore take it for granted, 
that the Grandeur of this Houſe will be very far from being ac- 
ceptable to the Yenetians. 

They have always maintained, and very probably will con- 
tinue to maintain, a cloſe Friendſhip and ſtrict Alliance with 
the doe, there being a mutual Connection between their In- 
terelts; and each of them having frequent Occaſions, from the 
Vicinity of their Territories, to ask and receive Favours from 
the other. 

They are likewiſe bound to live in good Intelligence with the 
Monarch of the Two Sicilies, and with the Grand Duke of 7½ 

on Account of the Difficulties to which their Commerce 
would be unavoidably liable, in caſe of a Rupture, or even a 
Difference with either. "There was heretofore a great Coolneſs 
between the Republick and the Dukes of Savey, on account 
that the latter aſſumed the Title of King of Cyprus ; to which 
alo the Doge of Venice pretends : And it is ſcarce to be con- 
ceiyed how much this ſlight Punctilio kept theſe two Powers 
ta Diſtance. But ſince the Duke of Savoy has become King of 
dardinia, and the Situation of Things in Itah is ſo much 
changed, that the Ballance is almoſt conſtantly in his Hands, 
the Yenetians have altered their Meaſures ; and it is certain, that 
apreſent there is a very good Correſpondence between that Mo- 
nach and the Republick. - 

The long and warm Diſputes that have happened hereto- 
fore between this Republick and that of Genoa, has occa- 
ſoned ſuch an Inveteracy as is ſcarce to be conceived ; ground- 
ed alſo upon a Punctilio, the latter defiring to be regarded as 
m Equal, and the former treating her upon all Occaſions as 
a\ Inferior. This Spleen was carried farther, during the fatal 
Wa with Candia, than one would have expected from the 
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Venetian Prudence; for when the Genoeſe offered very conſi. 
derable Aſſiſtance at a Time when Venice wanted it moſt 
on Condition that an Equality ſhould ſubſiſt for the future. 
they rejected the Propoſition with Diſdain, and choſe ra . 
to run the Hazard of total Deſtruction, than to receive Al. 
ſiſtance upon ſuch Terms. 

Yet even this Quarrel ſeems now to be laid afleep, if not 
extinguiſhed ; for during the late Diſtreis of the Gercrſe, it is 
very certain that the Venetians interpoſed not only with much 
Civility, but with great Earneſtneſs at the Court of Vienna; 
and it we may depend upon the Reports that have been cur— 
rent in /taly, the 3 received pecuniary Supplies of a Na- 
ture that ſufficiently 
whence they were drawn, though it was not held convenient 
to embark openly in their Quarrel. 

'ihus by a brief Enumeration cf Facts, we have ſhewn, that 
notwithſtanding what has paffed heretofore, the Republick of 
Fenice is ſtill in a Condition to ſupport herſelf, and in no Dan- 


ger either ſrom the Power of her Enemies, or of her Neigh. 7 


baurs; that if ſhe loves Peace it is from wiſe and prudent Mo- 
tives, and not from Timidity ; that as ihe forms no Preten- 
ſions upon her Neighbours, fo ſhe is inclined to live with 
them 11 the greateſt Harmony imaginable ; and in a Word, that 
as ſhe has no Views of Conqueſt for herſelf, ſhe is bound by 
Intereſt as well as led by Inclination to give all the Oppo- 
ſition poſſible to ſuch as diſturb the Peace of Hay. 


The Conſideration of this to thoſe who maturcly weigh 


Things of ſo important a Nature will appear of no ſmall 
For as no Government in the Univerſe under- 


Conſequence, 
ſtands its own Intereſts better, or purſues them more diet, 
than the Venetian Senate, fo it is a mighty Thing to be fe. 
cure, that no, Temptation will ever engage this State to vis- 
late Juſtice, or aim at increaſing her Wealth or her Domi- 
nions at the Expence of any of her Neighbours, 
there is an abſolute Certainty that in caſe the BALLANCL 
was apparently in Danger, this Commonwealth would take 


the Part of the Oppreſſed, and venture all for preſerving the 


Freedom of Italy. Add to this, that the Venetian Ambaſ- 


ſadors in the ſeveral Courts of Europe never want the Mears | 
of inſinuating their Sentiments to the Miniſters, and giving ſuch 
nue Lights in reſpect to the Concerns of Itaq, as may prevent talc | 
Steps being taken, and perſuade the making thoſe that are true, 
Neither ot Mhich would ctherwiſe be brought to pals. 
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8 ECT. VII. 


2 Preſent State and Political Intereſts of the 
Republick of Guxoa. 


HIS Republick made anciently a very good Figure, not 
= only conſidered as a free State of {ta/y, but in reſpcct 
Europe in general. Her Dominions were large, her Com- 
merce extenſive, and her Naval Power extremely formidable. But 
according to the Nature of all Commonwealths, Fluctuations 
and Revolutions in Government have been very common here; 
ind to them it has been chiefly owing, that Geroa has fallen 
from what ſhe was, and been driven at ſeveral Times to fub- 
nit herſelf, not only to Emperors and Kings of France, but 
to the Marquiſſes of Montferrat, the Dukes of Milan, and 
other little Princes. ' 

In ſhort, the Characters given by ancient Writers of this 
Nation, under the Name of Ligurians, have been always, and 
2t all Times, but too applicable to the Ge». ; who from a 
fctious Diſpoſition, and almoſt perpetual Diſaffection to the 
Form of Government under which they lived, have kept them- 
{elves in continual Diſquiet, and loſt unaccountably the Ad- 
rantaggs derived to them from their Trade, and from their 
dituation, which might otherwiſe have enabled them to attain 
what ſeems after all to have been the utmoſt Extent of their 
Wiſhes, a Power as great, and an Eſtabliſhment as ſolid, as 
that of their Siſter” Republick, Venice. 

As to their preſent Cbndition, by which I mean the Form 
of Government they are now under, they owe it entirely to 
the Virtue of Andrew Doria, who in 1527 reſcued them out 
of the Hands of the French, and refuſing the Sovereignty of- 
tered him, fixed their Condition as a free State, regulating 
their ancient Nobility, fo as to conſiſt in twenty-eight Fa- 
milies, and their new Nobles in twenty-four. It is not ne- 
cellary for us to enter into the Particulars of their Hiſtory 
irom that Time, becauſe they are well known; and therefore 
we ſhall content ourlelves with faying, that if it had not 
deen for the Factions between their old and new Nobility, 
which in 1573 roſe ſo high as to occaſion a Civil War, and 
their Diſputes with the Duke of Savoy, which engaged then 
in ſeveral Wars, they might have from that Period to this en- 
Joyed Peace and Plenty. 
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In 1684 they were ſeverely chaſtiſed by Louis XIV. on Ger 


Account of ſome Offence he had taken to their Conduct, or Sar 
rather from a Vanity of „ his Naval Force by bom- ava 
barding Genoa, and obliging the Doge, and four of the prin- 7 
cipal Senators, to repair to Verſailles, and make a Submiſſio;, for 
as little honourable to him as to the Republick. In the War Inte 
occaſioned by the Spaniſh Succeſſion they were but indifferent. of. 


ly treated by the Allies, and by the French; but at the Cloſe vet 
of it, they made themſelves ſome Amends by purchaſing from 


the late Emperor Charles VI. the Marquiſate of Final, to the © jeſt 

| Poſlctiion of which they had long and ardently aſpired. not 
If We have heard ſo much of this Matter already, and it is the 
1 poſſible may hear ſo much more of it hereafter, that it is te- Pofl 
| quifite we thould ſay ſomething of it here; and as we have Der 
no kind of Prepoſſeſſion in Favaur of either Party, wo ſhall Kin 

late the Matter in few Words, and as fairly as it is poſſible. MW Rex 

11 The Genoeſe had very old Pretenſions upon this Country, in em 


Right of a Mortgage by the Princes to whom it belonged; but the! 
under Colour of a Felony committed by one of thoſe Princes, ] 
| it was ſeized by the Houſe of Auſtria, and belonged to the tion 
1 Spaniſp Branch of that Family. It was by this Means that it trar) 


came with the reſt of the Italian Dominions of that Houſe Prin 
into the Hands of the late Emperor, and on his Behalf the MW hav 
Duke of Savey put a Garriſon into it. But upon the Sale of MW min 
this Marquiſate by his Imperial Majeſty in 1713, the Pid- MW whi 
monteſe Garriſon in Final evacuated it, and three hundred Cyr- ſerv: 
ſicans took Poſſeſſion of it for the Genoefe, who kept it till the ſo 0 
lat Vir. dene 

But it is alſo neceſſary to obſerve, that the Dukes of S IM fhou 
had likewiſe Pretenſions upon this Marquiſate, though they Ml fame 
were not in a Condition to aſſert, or make them good; and B 
thereſore on the Concluſion of the Treaty of orm, as we I they 


| 

| have ſhewn in another Place, his Sardinian Majeſty ſtipulated, MI preſe 

| - "9p : | 1 

| that upon giving the Genoeſe Satisfaction for the Money laid IF by t 
|| out in the 5 

| 

| 

| 

| 


urchaſe of this Country, it ſhould belong to him. Ml ther 
This the Republick conſidered as ſo great an Injury, that they WI uſcle 
entered into a Treaty with the French and Spaniards for their il of J 
own Security, and for the Preſervation of their Dominions ; WM vith 
the Conſequences of which are very well known. IM radi 
But with reſpe& to this Marquiſate, and the Diſpoſition of One 
this Country by the Treaty of J7orms, there are three Points Wi fer: 
that deſerve well to be conſidered. The fir/t is, That what- Wi exper 
ever Rights the Dukes of Savey had to this Country, they WI tir 
could not be prejudiced by the Emperor's Sale of it to ths | 
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Cemeſe; and therefore there was no Injuſtice in the King of 
Sardinia's taking ry nn: 9 of that critical Conjuncture to 
avail himſelf of the Pretenſions of his Family. 

The oven is, That the Genoeſe were to have a Satisfaction 


for this Mar quiſate; and tho” it might be true, that both their 
Intereſts and their Inclinations led them to prefer the Poſſeſſion 
of Final to any Equivalent that could be or them for it, 
vet this ought not to be a Rule to other Powers, whoſe In- 


tereſts and Inclinations were on the Side of his Sardinian Ma- 


jeſty. This will appear {till plainer, if we conſider that it is 


not out of..any real Affection for the Republick of Genza, that 
the Houſe of Bourbon contended for maintaining her in the 
poſſeſſion of this Country, but for the Sake of keeping her in 
Dependence, and keeping at the fame Time Final from the 
King of Sardima. The Allies therefore, who had the fame 
Reaſons to wiſh this Country in the Hands of that Prince, had the 
fime Right to employ their Power for the Accompliſhment of 
their Wiſhes in this Respect. 

The third Point is, That the Deſire of making this Altera- 
tion was not, as has been ſuppoſed, either wanton or arbi- 
trary ; on the contrary, it appears to have been founded upon 
Principles of good Policy; for on the one hand, as it would 
have immediately opened a Communication between the Do- 
minions of his Sardinian Majeſty and the Maritime Powers, 
which is apparently of the higheſt Conſequence for the Pre- 
ſervation of the Tranquility and Ballance of Power in tal ; 
ſo on the other Hand, it was provided that it ſhould be equally 
deneficial to Commerce, by an expreſs Stipulation that Final 
ſhould be made a free Port, in the ſame Manner, and for the 
ame Purpoſes, as Leghorn. 

But none of theſe Conſiderations weighing with the Gene, 
they ventured the Subverſion of their State for the Sake of 
reſerving this Territory, which nevertheleſs was taken from then 
by the Chance of War, together with Savona, which is ano— 
ther fine Port, that they have long ago filled up and rendered 
uſeleſs, for the Sake of confining the Commerce of that Part 
of Italy to their own Harbour; which, how conſiſtent it is 
with the Law of Nations, and the general Intereſt of other 
1 J ſhall not take upon me to determine. 
Une Thing however is very clear, that a State which con- 
ders nobody's Intereſt but her own, has no great Reaſon to 


expect that other States ſhould conſider her Intereſts more than 
UI OWN, 


Tale 
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TheDominions of this State conſiſt of the Countries extendin- 
along the Sea-coaſt, on both Sides, from the City of Gena, whicli 
are ſtiled the Eaſtern and Weſtern R:vieras. This Word in 
Italian ſignifies a Strand; and indeed the Country is very little 
better, having high, craggy, and almoſt impaſſable Mountains 
behind it. Theſe however are not ſo barren as-they are re- 
preſented, every little Valley, and indeed every Spot of Ground 
that will admit of it, being cultivated and improved to the 
utmoſt ; ſo that Fruits, Oil, and Silk are raiſed here to great 
Advantage. 

The Iſland of Corſica belongs alſo to this Republick ; it is 
reckoned three hundred and twenty-five Miles in Circumfe- 
rence. It abounds with all Sorts of Proviſion ; the Wines are 
thought tolerable, and if long kept, are little, if at all inferior 
to thoſe of Spain. Honey, Wax, and Salt, are the ſtaple 
Commodities of the Country: There are ſeveral good Fiſhe- 
ries upon its Coaſts, and ſome Iron Mines in the Heart of the 
Iſland. The Severity of the Genoeſe Government on one Side, 
and the ſeditious and turbulent Spirit of the Natives on the 
other, have hitherto hindered Corfica from. making any Figure 
in Europe; which if theſe Obſtacles were removed, it might 
certainly do. 

The. Revenues of the Republick are very far from being 
conſiderable, nor is the Trade thereof near ſo great as it was 
however both arc ſtill capable of being recovered. The pri- 
vate Perſons in this City, of great Families, are commonly rich, 
and have large Eſtates, ſome in Naples and Sicily, others in 
Spain, and not a few in the Italian Dominions belonging to 
the Houle of Auſtria; which is attended with great Incon- 
veniencies, as throwing them into Intereſts inconſiſtent with, 

or directly oppoſite to thoſe of their Country. 

The Copſtitution of Genoa is of a mixt Nature, but ſeems 
from Expericnce to be but ill-contrived, as having ſo much 


of an Ariſtocracy as to make the People uneaſy, and yet ſo 
much of a Democracy as to keep up a continual Ferment. 


"The Dege, or Duke, is elected every two Years, during which 


"Fime he reſides in the Palace, is maintained at the publick 
Expence, has Guards and other Enſigns of Princely Dignity, J 
and twelve Counſellors continually about him, ſtiled the Se.z- 
eiu, in whom the Majeſty of the Republick reſides; but with 


regard to the Dernier Reſort, or Legiſlative Power, it is veſt- 


ed in the great Council, which conſiſts of four hundred. And 
this, in few Words, is a clear Detail of that Government, 
ws Which 
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which ſome Writers have affected to obſcure by long and per- 
lexed Accounts, that are very little to the Purpoſe. | 
The Ruling Maxim in this State, is the maintaining good 
Government at home, and Peace with all its Neighbours, 
which if ſteadily purſued would ſpeedily change the Face of 
her Aﬀairs; and though there is very little Probability that 
ſhe ſhould ever recover her former Power or Greatnels, yet 
ſhe might certainly riſe to ſuch a Meaſure of it, as might free 
her from any Apprehenſions of her Neighbours. Her Situa- 
tion for Trade is ſo convenient, and in Time of Peace Mo- 
ney is to be had there at fo low Intercſt, that without doubt 
their Merchants might carry on a much greater Commerce 
than they do, if they were not ſo fond of Banking, which 
though in ſome Meafure advantageous, is in other Reſpects 
very inconvenient to. the State, Her Diſputes with the King 
of Sardinia have been always detrimental to her Intereſts, and 
of late had well nigh been deſtructive, The Peace of Aix la 
Chapelie has compromiſed, or rather ſilenced thoſe Diſputes 
for a Time, which however may poſſibly make Way for ſome 
new Alliance truly deſinitive in that Reſpect, fince without 
it one Power cannot be long eaſy, or the other ſecure. 


1 


A ſuccin Account of the Swiſs Cantons, their 
Alies and Subjefts, 


HERE are very few Nations that are leſs, and yet hardly 
any in Europe deſerves to be better known than the Swiſs. 
They are placed in a Country which, though ſurrounded with 
Rocks, and in a manner inacceſſible, yet is very conſiderable, 
and of great Conſequence from its Situation, as will very fully 
appear from as ſuccinct a Deſcription of it as can be given. 

Their Dominions are bounded on the North by Part of Al- 
face, the Black Foreſt, and the Circle of Sualia; on the Eaſt by 
the Country of 75; on the South by the Dutchies of 
Savey and Milan, by the Territories of Bergamo and Breſcia z 
nd on the Weſt by the Franche Comple, or, as it is common- 
ly ſtiled, the County of Burgund. 

It appears from hence that they have for Neighbours the 
dubjects of the Houſe of Auſtria, thoſe of the Crown of 
France, the Ning of. Sardinia, and the State of Venice. We 
aced no other Account to give us very high Notions of the 

| Force 
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Force and Bravery of this Nation, than the bare Obſervation, 


that they have not only preſerved their Freedom in Spite, bm 


have been alſo always formidable to the moſt potent of their 
Neighbours : Yet their Country is very far from being large ; 
in Length ſomewhat leſs than three hundred, and in Breadth 
very little more than a hundred Miles. 

Before we proceed farther, it will be requiſite to give ſome 
Account of the Diſtribution of theſe People. The Inhabitants 
of Switzerland then, may be divided into three Parts: F, 
the Swiſs properly ſo called, or the thirteen Cantons; which 
ſtand in the following Order. 1. Zurich. 2. Bern. 3. Lucerr. 
4. Mic. 5. Switz. 6. Dudertuald. 7. Zug. 8. Glaris. . Bazil | 
or Baſle. 10. Friburg. 11. Saluthurn. 12, Scaffhauſen ; and 13. 
Appenzel. Of which the Proteſtant Cantons are, Zurich, Berr, 
Bazil, and Schaffhauſen, with above two Thirds of the Can- 
ton of Glaris, and more than half of Appenzel ; the People 
in the reſt are all Roman Catholicks. 

Secondly, The Subjects of the Switzers, which are either 
fuch Towns and Pailliages as belong to them all, or to ſeveral 
in common, or that depend upon ſeparate Cantons. Of the for- 
mer they reckon nine; viz. the County of Baden, the Free © 
Villages, the Counties of Turgovy, Sargantz, and Rhintal, and 
the four Italian Bailliages of Lugano, Lecarno, Mendriſco, and 
Valmadia ; to which we muſt add the three Cities without Ter- 
ritory, viz. Boemgarten, Mellingen, and Rapperſwail. The 
four Bailliages of Lugano, Locarno, Mendriſco, and Valmodia, | 
were diſmembered from the Dutchy of Milan, and belong to 
all the Cantons except Appenzel, which at that Time was not 
admitted into the Alliance. Three other Bailliages in Itah, 
viz. Bellinzona, Vallrima, and Riviera, were conquered by the 
Cantons of Zurich, Switz, and Underwalde from the Dukes of 
Milan. The little Territory of Alfax, and the County of 
IV-:rdenberg, both ſeated on the Rhine, belong, the former to 
the Canton of Zurich, and the latter to that of Glaris. The } 
Bailliage of Gaſteren belongs to the Cantons of Switz and Claris 
and the Cantons of Bern and Friburg poſſeſs the four Bailliages | 
of Morat, Gremton, Echelens, and Swartzenburg, which they | 
conquered from the Dukes of Savey. | 

Thirdly, The Allies of the Switzers, are the Er iſons, who | 
are divided into three Leagues, that of the Griſons, of the 
Heuſe of God, and of the Ten Juriſdiftions. They are party | 
Proteſtants and partly Papiſts, and have alſo a conſiderable con. 
quered Country that belongs to them. The Town and 


County of Neufchatel, of which we have ſhewn — > the 
ing 
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King of Pruſſia is Sovereign; the Abbot and City of Se. 
(all, the little Republick of IVallais, which the Germans call 
Wallis-Land ; the City and Republick of Geneva; the Town 
of Bienne or Biel, which is allied to the Canton of Bern; and 
the Town of Mulbauſen not far from Baſil, to which it is 
allied. 

It is not to be expected that we ſhould enter into a long 
Detail either Hiſtorical or Political, concerning theſe People, 
for that would require a conſiderable Volume, whereas what 
we have to ſay about them muſt be confined within a very 
narrow Compaſs. There is hardly one of the Cantons, States, 
or Citics beforementioned that agrees with another in Point 
of Government; and indeed every kind of Government that 
ever was invented, is to be found amongſt them ; yet they 
are all maintained under their reſpective F orms, and in their 
reſpective Rights, from that common Love of Freedom and 
Jultice, which prevails generally among the whole Nation. 

The greateſt Part of their Country is the moſt rugged in 
its Appearance, and naturally the moſt barren in its Soil of any. 
in Europe; and yet by Dint of Labour and Cultivation, they 
render it tolerably fruitful. All their Cities are well built, 
populous, and moſt of their Inhabitants live pretty much at 
their Eaſe, which is owing partly to their Induſtry, and partly to 
their Frugality. The Gentry of Switzerland, notwithſtanding 
what is commonly reported of them, are, generally ſpeaking, 
tolerably graces and from their ſeeing foreign Countries, 
commonly well bred. Their Traders have great Privileges, 
and ſome of them are in wealthy Circumſtances; and as for 
their Peaſants, they are very hardy and laborious. As their 
Women are juſtly reputed very honeſt as well as very good 
Houſe-wives, ſo they are gencrally ſpeaking very prolifick, 
and their Country being but narrow, this lays them under an 
abſolute Neceſſity of ſending out Numbers every Year to ſeek 
their Bread in foreign Countries, | 

As they are naturally of a Martial Diſpoſition, and accuſto- 
med to Arms from their Youth, they uſually ſeek ſome fo- 
reign Service or other ; thoſe of the Popiſh Cantons go into 
the French and Spaniſh Pay; thoſe of the Proteſtants, and 
not a few of the Popith likewiſe, into that of the States Ge- 
reral; but wherever they are, they have the Honour to be 
accounted as good Troops as any in the World. After ſome 
Years Service more or leſs, according to their Contracts, the 
private Men return home, though their Corps remain ftill in 
| foreign 
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foreign Service, and are from Time to Time filled up with 
freſh Recruits. | of 

It is owing to theſe People that have ſerved abroad both 
Officers and Soldiers, that the Sto, are never at a Loſs 
for as large and well-diſciplined an Army as any Govern. 
ment in Euroe can raiſe, which are at the fame Time the 
Guardians of their own Liberty, and the Protectors of their 
Neighbours Freedom. Neither is their Power grounded only 
on Opinion, for they have defended themſelves at differert 
Times againſt moſt of the great Powers in Europe, and though 
they have been ſometimes outwitted, yet they were never 
beaten, or reduced to demand Peace by any Power whatever ; 
ſo that they may be juſtly conſidered, taking in their Sityz- 
tion and their Militia, as the moſt unconquerable People in 
Europe. 

It is very difficult, perhaps hardly poſſible, to make a juſt 
Computation of the Force of the Swiſs. Some fay, that the 
Canton of Bern alone can bring into the Field one hundred 
thouſand Men; but thoſe who ſay this allow, that they 
could not maintain them for any Time. Things are much 
changed with this Nation from what they were formerly; for 
they have now ſeveral good Fortreſſes, though heretofore they 
had none. Many of the Gentry of Switzerland are very able 
Stateſmen, as well as experienced Officers, and ſuch in former 
Times were very ſcarce. Several of the Cantons now are 
very rich, and beſides vaſt Sums that they have locked up at 
Home, have alſo great Wealth in foreign Banks, and pari- 
cularly in our Funds. Every great City is well furniſhed with 
Artillery, and at Bern and Zurich they have Field and Battcr- 
ing Trains of Braſs Cannon, than which there are few better 
in Europe. 

Yet with all this Force they are not in the leaſt formidable 
to thoſe that live near them, ſince they are without Doubt th: 
very beſt Neighbours in the World; ſo void of Ambition, the 
they have no Idea of Conqueſt, ſuch Lovers of Juſtice, th. 
the verv Report of Oppreſſion will bring them to the Re! 
of the Diſtreſſed. By this Means the City of Cencta has en 
often, and will probably be always protected agaiizic ts 
Powers, one the moſt enterprizing, and the other the uc! 
ambitious in Europe. 

Thoſe who have treated of the Intercſt of the Si, fem 
think that they may be ſome Time or other in Danger fem 
France; but of this there ſeems to be at preſent very little Ar 
pearance. For in the ſirſt Place, it is not caſy to conceive v 
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the French ſhould quarrel with them, ſince as themſelves allow, 
and indeed all the World knows, the Sw:/s Troops in their 
Pay make the Flower of their Infantry, It is in the next 
Place very difficult to apprchend why the Soi ſhould quarrel 
with the French, from whom it is certain they receive conſi- 
derable Advantages. It is true, that the Swiſs are open on the 
Side of the Franche Comte ; and it has been thought a great 
Overſight in this Nation to let the French become Maſters of 
it; but in all Probability they depended upon their natural 
strength; and within leſs than half a Century, when France 
talked very big, and threatened in relation to the Sovereignty 
of Neufchatel and Valingen, the Swiſs were fo far from ſhow- 
inz any Concern about it, that they were ready to have taken 
up Arms, if Lewis XIV. had not immcdiatcly changed his 
Language. 

As for the Houſe of Auſtria, they will never attack or 
offend the Swiſs for Fear of throwing them into the Arms 
of France, and there is no other Potentate in a Condition to 
diſturb them. The only Point of their Intereſt which they 
em not perfectly to underſtand, is the Power they have of 
protecting /taly ; for if the Princes of this Country could be 
brought to enter into a Treaty of perpetual Neutrality, and 
could prevail upon the Swiſs Cantons, in Conſideration of an 
annual Subſidy, to join in it, and keep up a conſtant Body of 
Troops, to give Weight to that Neutrality, the Ballance there 
might be effectually fettled ; but private Intereſts, and the am- 
bitious Views of ſmall Princes as well as great, render this a 
Thing not ſo much to be hoped for as wiſhed. 

Thus we have made the compleat Tour of Hay, and have 
taken a View of all the Kingdoms, Principalities, and Re- 
publicks, of which it conſiſts, Lucca and St. Marino excepted, 
which are not of Conſequence enough to claim a Place in a 
Work of this Kind. We have ſeen the comparative Strength, 
and the natural Intereſts of all theſe Powers, from whence it 
manifeſtly appears, that every one of theſe Potentates have in rea- 
lity but one great Object which ought to abſorb all their Views, 
and that is the Maintenance of the Peace of Italy, which they 
have Force ſufficient to accompliſh, and which if they could 
agree upon a general Treaty of Neutrality and Guaranty, 
might very probably be maintained without any Force at all, 
that is without keeping up Land Forces for that Purpoſe, diſ- 
tinct from thoſe, which every Power will judge it requiſite 
to keep on Foot, for the Safety of its own Dominions. This 
would enable them to turn the Cares of their reſpective Go- 
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vernments to their proper Subject, the Welfare of their 
People, by employing them in the Improvement of the Coun- 
tries they inhabit, and ＋ 4 that Commerce, which vas 
once, and might be again the Glory of Ita. This the Reg. 
der ought not to regard as the viſionary Scheme of a private 
political Writer, ag net ty with the Manners, Notions, 
and Deſigns of the Italian Powers, ſince it is really a Thing 
in which their own Authors agree, and which in its Nature 
is as capable of Demonſtration as any Thing of this King 
can be, and therefore ought to be taken as a certain 
and eſtabliſhed Truth, to which, however repugnant the 
Practices of Men have been, or may be, it yet remains, 
and will ever remain - unaltered in itſelf, and conlequent!y 
worthy the Attention of thoſe, who from a rational and well 
grounded Principle of true Policy, wiſh well to Mankind, 
and deſire rather to ſec them eaſy and happy, than poor and 
oppreſſed, and their Countries rich and flouriſhing, than bar- 
ren and uncultivated, contrary to the Laws of God and Man, 

We have likewiſe ſeen what indeed could be ſcen no other 
Way, from a ſuccinct Deduction of their reſpective Intereſts, 
from Hiſtory, what the real Sources are of that Conduct 
which has hitherto counteracted, and will probably continue 
to hinder their Concurrence in eſtabliſhing this plain and ſa- 
lutary Syſtem. We have ſeen in [taly what may alſo be 
ſeen in the North, in Germany, and indeed every where elſe, 
that the Ambition of Princes, the Deſire of aggrandizing cer- 
tain auguſt Families, the pernicious Inclination of purſuing 
pri vate and particular Views, inconſiſtent with univerſal Proſ- 
perity, and conſequently inconſiſtent with themſclves, have 
ſeduced thoſe who have the Power of commanding others, to 
enter into Confederacies upen plauſible Appearances, and ge- 
nerally ſpeaking with a fallacious Promiſe of ſupporting that 
Equality, Independency, and Tranquility they were really 
calculated to deſtroy ; and we have ſeen to how little Purpotz 
long and bloody Wars have been carried on, immenſe Lier 
ſures ſquandered, the real Welfare of the People neglected, til 
through downright Weakneſs and Wearinels, all Parties have 
been content to let their Quarrels reſt, till they recovercd 
Strength, and compaſſed the Means of reviving them again; 
we have (cen that as fatal, and as fruitleſs, as theſe Contentions 
have been, the Seeds of them ſtill remain, and we have too 
much Reaſon to fear will ſhoot once more even in our T in 
We have ſcen this, but to what Purpoſe ? To deſpair pet— 
haps of ever ſceing it otherwiſe, but not to deſpair of ſccug 
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hat Ruin of the Ballance of Power, that total Confuſion, 
and entire Subjection of this fine Country to the Luſts of 
an ambitious Family, prevented; if not from a generous 
Zeal for Liberty, yet by a dextrous Management of repugnant 
Intereſts, and combining the Views for private Advantages ſo 
s to anſwer, in ſome Meaſure, the Ends of a virtuous and pub- 
lick Spirit. 

To fee, and to underſtand this thoroughly, {till is, and 
always has been a Point of very high Conſequence even to 
hoſe who have no other Concern in Matters of this Kind, than 
to know when they go wrong, and when they go right, what 
political Meaſures are undertaken upon juſt, prudent and 
rraicable Principles, when entered upon without due Conſi- 
deration, to anſwer ſome immediate, and yet unneceſſary End, 
or upon Grovnds falſe or ſtudiouſſy miſrepreſented ; this I call 
not only an entertaining, uſeful, and noble Part of Knowledge, 
in compariſon of thoſe little mean and trifiing Studies 
that frequently take up a great deal of Time, without a- 
dorning or elevating the Mind, but alſo a weighty and impor- 
tant Science, becauſe it puts it in our Power to be a Check 
upon thoſe who have the Direction of our Finances and na- 
ral Power, to diſcover their Miſtakes, or their wilfully facri- 
icing national Concerns to miniſterial Intereſts, and on the other 
Hand gives us the Capacity of exploding the plauſible Ha- 
angues of falſe Patriots, who by a theatrical Delivery, and 
pathetick Diction, diſtract the Minds of the Vulgar, and excite 
their Paſſions againſt thoſe whoſe Conduct, for want of pro- 
per Lights, it is impoſlible for them to underſtand. We may 
therefore be convinced, that how vain a Thing ſocver it ma 
be to hope that political Perfection from Men in public Office, 
which is never to be expected among them, conſidered in their 
pate Capacities, yet it is really worth while to know wherein 
tat Perfection conſiſts, and the Methods by which it may be 
approached, tho* not abſolutely attained. 
| But to reſume our Subject. Thoſe who have truly at Heart 
te maintaining the Ballance in Italy, muſt be ſure to have it 
conttantly in their Eye, and to watch carefully all the Steps 
lat may be purſued to ſubvert it. It is true, that Steps of this 
lind may be taken without any direct Breach cf "Treaties, 
ad in that caſe, it may not he poſſible to prevent them, 
phaps not prudent to intermeddle with them; but it may 
te very reaſonable to remonſtrate to ſuch cf the Italian Powers 
are neutral in fuch Tranfattions, the Conſequences that 
WY attend en:, to which thole Powers would willingly 
II h hearken 
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hearken, becauſe it is their true and natural Intercſt, and 


it is alſo very far from being improbable, that they may in 


return ſuggeſt Methods proper and effectual for the Prevention 
of ſuch Evils as are juſtly feared from them; for as they are 
firſt to be expoſed to them, ſo it is impoſſible that they thoula 
be the laſt in conſidering and comprehending them. 
may in Time produce 1 reaties of another Nature than this 
Age has ſcen, founded not on Views of private Intereſt, or Am- 
bition, but on the ſolid Baſis of publick Utility, not haſtily ne- 
gotiated to ſerve a particular End, but thoroughly weighed 
and maturely deliberated before they are finally concluded. 
Hiſtory will inform us, that heretofore, and even ſo late as 
the laſt general War, occaſioned by the Spaniſh Succeſſion, the 
Commonwealths of Venice and Genoa, the Pope, and the Grand : 


» 


* 


r 


Nuke, were always neutral, and other Princes would have been“ 


» 


ſo if they could. It muſt be confeſſed, that Things have ſince 
changed their Appearance; but if this proves ſomething againſt 
our Notion in one Reſpect, it proves more for it in another, 
for as they have changed, they may change again. There is a 
certain great Prince of Italy, whom upon this Occaſion I will} 


not name, that may find it expedient to make a Semblance of, 


changing his Maxims, for doing which, he cannot be mide 


reſponſible by his former Allies, ſince they ſettled and changed 


their Plan without him ; but beyond a queſtion that Prince wills 
go no farther in a bad Road than Neceſſity carries him, andy 
whenever he ſees a tolerable Proviſion made for the Support off 


the true Intereſts of Italy, he will follow the Example of his 
Anceſtors, and recur to the Intereſts of his true Friends, and 


the Maintenance of the old Cauſe with Pleaſure. "There co 


be no queſtion that the Stout Cantons and their Allies would 


countenance ſuch a Deſign to the utmoſt of their Power; and; 
if it ſhould be ſuggeſted that they thrive by Wars, the Anſwer 


is obvious, provided thoſe Wars are at a Diſtance, and con 
A defenſive Alliance like this might 


fequently not in Italy. 
have always Strength ſufficient to keep the Ballance even, 
joining their Forces to thoſe of the weaker Side, diſclaiming 


all ambitious Deſigns of Conqueſt, and preſcribing as th; 


— 


ſettled Terms of Peace, every State's being contented with it) 


own Dominions. One ſucceſsful Trial of this Sort would b& 
ſuffcient; for when certain reſtleſs and ambitious Powers ſl 
an Alliance fubſiſting upon ſuch Principles, they would jucy 


it proper not only to ſubmit to, but alſo to fulfil their Lag 
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The only formidable Objection that can be made to this 
Theme, is the Want of external Aſſiſtance of Force and Mo- 


ner, becauſe Expcrience ſhews, that the beſt diſpoſed States 


in Ita) are not inclined to riſk their own Safety, by ente: ing 
into a League for theſe ſalutary Purpoſes, to countenance which, 
however, fome ſucceſsful Precedents might be mentioned in 
ſormer Times. But the true Solution of this Difficulty muſt 
ariſe from ſhewing, that there are in Lnge certain Powers, 
that have no other foreign Intereſts but du: ““ apporting the 
Ballance, and that in this they have ſo near a Con-ern, as to 
render them always willing to venture both their Forces and 
heir Treaſures to preſerve the Freedom and inicpcudency of 
their Neighbours and Allies, And this #..1v vbviates the Ob- 
tion, and plainly proves that it is et only poſſible, but 
practicable, to preſerve the Peace and promote the Profy-rity 
of Italy, in caſe thote 7?alzaz Potentatcs that have no private 
Iatereſts incompatible with tiat of the publick, will exert 
themſelves, and concur to make ſuch Meaſures effectual as are 
requiſite for their own Preſervation. To be Spectators of Miſ- 


| chiefs they cannot prevent, is a great Misfortune, yet no 


Crime; but to look upon a Fire at its firſt breaking out, 
without uſing the Means to quench it which are in their own. 
Hands, till the Conflagration becomes irrefiſtible, is Madneſs 
and Folly, and therefore not to be ſuſpected in thoſe Govern- 
nents, which have been for Ages celebrated for a ſteady Ad- 
kerence to wiſe Maxims. But it is now high Time to leave 
ſaly, the Intereſts of which have been ſo largely diſcuſſed for 
Reaſons already aſſigned, and which to the ingenious and well 
meaning Reader cannot but prove ſatisfactory ; and to proceed 
without Delay to what remains, in order to compleat our poli- 
tical View of the Intereſts of Chriſtendom, 

This leads us to ſpeak of the Maritime Powers, and firſt of 
tat Republic, which tho' the laſt erected, is by far the moſt 
powerful in Europe, the UNITED PROVINCES, and then, by 
Way of Concluſion, of the foreign Intere/ts of GREAT BRi- 
TAIN, Theſe were deſigned to be the laſt Chapters of the 
Book, becauſe our Intention was not barely to amuſe and en- 
tertain the Reader with hiſtorical Relations and political Re- 
marks, but to make them ſubſervient to more uſeful Purpoſes, 
by inſpiring a true Senſe of what is meant by PuBLIick Li- 
ERTY, the INDEPENDENCY of EUROP:, and the CouMON 
Causk; Terms that ought by no Means to be confounded 
With the Cant Ii ard of a Party, calculated to amuſe the Minds, 
dewilder the Underſiandinge, and inffame the Paſſku:s of the 
{1h 2 Vuigar 3 
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Julgar; but decent and proper Expreſſions of Things that con- 
cern the Peace, the Safety and Proſperity of Mankind, which 
it behoves thoſe who aim at diſtinguiſhing themſelves from the 
Herd, clearly to comprehend, thoroughly to digeſt, zealouſly 
to maintain, as far as their Sphere of Action extends. Happy 
the Man! who in an Age like this could ſet {5 glorious a Sub- 
ject in a Light fo true, as that it ſhould be generally ſeen, 
and as generally apprehended. We might then hope to ſes 
that divine Spirit revived, which once enabled us in the very 
Dawn of our Maritime Power, to break the Chains of Eur, 
to burn the Beard, as Sir Francis Drake pleaſantly called it, 


of that Cathelick King who formed the wiſeſt Plan of univerſQ! | 


Empire ; to baffle, with the Aſſiſtance of Heaven (ever to be 
expccted in confounding BABE1s) his invincible Armada, and 
to protect the poor diſtraſſed STATES of HoLLA p, till they 
became Tig and Mighty. And how this came to paſs, will 
be ſhewn in the enſuing Chapter. 


F 
« 


C233 AT: EV, 
br ſuccin& Account of the Riſe, Progreſs, and E//:- 


bliſhment of the Republick of the United Provinces, | 
the Scurces of the amazing Succeſs of its Subjects | 


in Commerce, and the quick Growth of their 
Naval Power, the Nature of their domeſlick Ce- 
vernment truly ſlated, and their real Intereſts 
with Regard to the reſt of the Powers of Europe 
impartially conſidered, 
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PON the Declenſion of that Empire which Chariemazre 
erected in the Weſt, the Countries of Lower Gerany,s 


which had made a Part of it, fell under different Modes ot! 


Government, in reſpect to the Title of the ſupreme Magi!trate,uu 


and ſome Points of Form in regard to the Adminiſtration of 
Affairs, but with reſpect to the fundamental Principics ol 
Rule, the fame. That is to ſay, the Governors under varicag 
Names took upon them the ſupreme Dignity, by the Conicng 
of the People, to which they were equally indebted, both 6 
tucir Power aud tor their Titles, there being nothing l. 
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in Hiſtory, than that the Inhabitants of theſe Countries had 
ever high Notions cf Liberty, and would no farther ſubmit to 
Rule, than they thought requiſite for their own Good. It was 
with this View, that they were content to have one ſupreme 
Magiſtrate, who was to preſide in their Councils in Times of 
Peace, and to be at the Head of their Forces in the Field when 
they were obliged to make War ; but the Regulation of civil 
Affairs, by repealing old, and making new Laws, and the 
Power of giving, raiſing, and appropriating the publick Re- 
venues, was in the General Aſſembly of the States, compoſed 
of the Nobility, Clergy, and Cities. 

Theſe Provinces, according to the common Computation, 
were ſeventeen in Number, viz. four Dukedoms, Brabant, 
Limburgh, Luxemburg, and Gueldres ; ſeven Farldoms, Flanders, 
Artois, Hainault, Holland, Zealand, Namur, and Zutpben; 
fve Lordſhips, Friefland, Malines, Utrecht, Overyſſell, and Gro- 
ringen; and Antwerp, which has the Litle of the Marquiſate of 
the Roman Empire. Theſe Provinces were anciently ruled, each 
by its Prince or Lord, but afterwards ſeveral of them were 
either by Inheritance, Marriages, or Contracts, united toge- 
ther, till moſt of them fell to the Share of the Houſe of Bur- 
gundy, from whence they came to the Houſe of Auſtria, by the 
Marriage of Maximilian I. who had married Mary the only 
Daughter of Charles ſirnamed the Hardy; and were after- 
wards all united under Charles V. who governed them in Peace 
and Proſperity. He was a Native of Ghent, and had both a 
paternal and fraternal Affection for the People of the Low 
Cruntries, and therefore met with a reciprocal Return of Duty 
and Loyalty from them. 

His Son and Succeſſor to the Crown of Spain, and the Poſ- 
ſeſñon of the Low Countries, Philip II. was by no Means of his 


Diſpoſition, but beheld in the Light of Sedition whatever 


croſſed his abſolute Will and Pleaſure; tho' in forming his 
Reſolutions he had ſhewn ever ſo little Regard to the Laws and 
Liberties of his Subjects. He conceived the higheſt Prejudice 
againſt the Inhabitants of the Low Countries before he quitted 
them, for he was there at the Time of his Father's Reſignation, 
on account of the Application made to him by the States, 
that he would withdraw the foreign Troops, conhde the De- 
fence of the Fortreſſes to the national Forces, and beftow all 
Places of Truſt and Profit upon the Natives. He is allowed to 
have been a conſummate Politician ; but ſuch as allow him this 
Character, muſt of Neceſſity except his Conduct in the Lo 
Cruntries, which was certainly the very Reverſe, He dif- 
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obliged the People to ſuch a Degree, as to ſpread amongſt them 
a univerſal Spirit of Diſaffection, and at the ſame Time gave 
them a Head, by maltreating the Prince of Orange in ſuch 3 
Manner, as no Man of his Rank could endure. Thoſe who 
love rehned Strokes in Government, have ſuggeſted that Kine 
Philip did all this by Deſign, in Hopes of becoming abſolute 
Maſter of the Provinces, and enjoying beſides the confiſcated 
Eftates of the Prince, which were very large, and of great Va- 
lue. If it was poſſible to believe this true, it might with 
Juſtice be ſaid, that the King was as much diſappointed as ke 

. deſerved to be. The Severity of thoſe he intruſted with the 
Government, drove the People to take up Arms; and the 
Prince of Orange, who could not fee his Country ruined, and 
his Countrymen deſtroyed without Regret, reſented at laſt their 
ill Uſage an! s own with fo much Spirit, as laid the Foun- 
dation of 2 People's Libertics, and of the Grandeur of his 
Succeſſors. 

IV illicm of Naſſin, the firſt of that Name, Prince of Orange, 
to whom Cardinal Grenvelle gave the Sirname of the Silent, 
may be juſtly ſtiled the Founder of this Republick. He was 
endowed with great Qualities by Nature, which were improved 
by conſtant Study, and an excellent Education, in which he 
had the Emperor Charles V. for his Tutor, who took him for 
his Page when he was twelve Ycars old, whom he fcrved for 
nine Years, and by whom he was truſted with the greateſt Se- 
crets of State, at an Age when others could have ſcarce com- 
prchended them. He preferred him at the Age of two and 
twenty to all his old Generals, and gave him the Command 
of an Army when his Affairs were in the moſt critical Situa- 
tion. If it was ſurprizing that ſo wiſe and great a Monarch 
ſhould have ſuch a Confidence in a Perſon fo young, it is ſtill 
more ſurprizing that he ſhould juſtify that Confidence by his 
Behaviour, more eſpecially when he had to do with the ableſt 
and moſt experienced Officers of that Age. He was born to 
a great Succeſſion in Germany, the Leto Countries, the County 
of Burgundy, and in France, and coming early to fo large 
Fortune, he lived with that Magnificence with which it ena- 
bled him to live, and added Luſtre to the Court from which 
he received the Honours due to his Birth, and nothing 
more. He had a Magnanimity that neither Proſperity could 
elate, or Adverſity depreſs ; his Wiſdom enabled him to act 
in all Situations ; he was never wanting in his Duty ts his 


Prince, till his Prince rendered that Duty a Folly, by with- 
drawing his Protection, and lay ing Snares for his Life; his 
Courage, 
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Courage, his Conſtancy, his Sincerity, attracted the Friendſhip 


of the Nobles ; his Probity ſecured him the Reſpect, his 


affability gained him the Affection of the People. All Ranks 
and Degrees of Men looked up to him in their Diſtreſs, as 
the only Perſon who could protect them; he repaid their Con- 
dence by a generous Contempt of Danger, and ſacrificed his 
hereditary Fortune for their Preſervation. With all theſe Vir- 
tues he could not eſcape Envy; but he did more; he triumphed 
over it 3 he bore with the calling in the Archduke Matthias, 
and then with a Prince of the Blood of France, as willing to 
yield to any thing that might ſave his Country from Deſtruc- 
tion; and when theſe Hopes were found vain, he was con- 
tent to take up "Things, deſperate as they were, and by his 
Prudence laid the Foundation of the publick Freedom, by en- 
gaging the Provinces of Gueldres, Hellard, Zealand, Friczland, 
and Utrecht, to aſſociate for their mutual Safcty in 1579. 

The great Difficulty in rendering a People tree, who have 
felt the Weight of Tyranny only for a ſhort Time, does not 
conſiſt ſo much in perſuading them to hazard their Lives and 
Fortunes, by taking up Arms againſt their Oppreſlors, as in 
prevailing on them to ſubmit to ſuch Regulations as are abſo- 
lutely neceiſary for conducting their Affairs to a happy Iſſue. 
The Prince of Orange experienced this from the very Begin- 
ning of the Civil Wars in the Low Countries, to the Time of 
his Demiſe. He felt it however moſt towards the Cloſe of his 
Life, when the Duke of Alencon, by his raſh and perfidious 
Attempt upon Antwerp, excited the Feogle to abhor the French 
as much as they had ever done the Spaniards. In the Aſſem- 
bly of the States General at Dort, it was with extreme Difficulty 
that he prevented them from diſcovering their Reſentment with- 
out Reſerve, by repreſenting that it was not only impoſſible 
for them to think of reſiſting both the French and Spaniards, but 
likewiſe, that the only probable Means of defending themſelves 
againſt the latter, was by ſecuring the Friendſhip and Protec- 
tion of the former. Some Mention was made in this Aſſem- 
bly of giving the Title of Count of Holland, with all the Pre- 
rogatives annexed to it, to the Prince of Orange; but the 


States were too fond of their Sovereignty to liſten to any ſuch 


Thing; and thoſe who were Enemies to his Serene Highneſs 
and his Family, have taken Care to repreſent this to Poſterity, 
as a direct Proof of his boundleſs Ambition, which conſidering 
the limited Authority of thoſe Princes, and the extreme Danger 
the People were in of being reduced by Force of Arms under 
the abſolute Power of the King of Spain, is a very unjuſt Im- 
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putation, perhaps we ſhould not carry Things too far, 
{tiled it a groundleſs Calumny. All that he could obtain «f 
that Aſſembly, was to ſend an Embaſly to the Duke cf Alencin 
with Inſtructions to negotiate an Accommodation that they 
might not be totally deprived of the Aſſiſtance of France, and 
while at his Requeſt they thus happily temporized, Providence 
delivered them from their Fears on this Side, by the Death of 
that Duke, which happened on the 10th of June 1584. 

The News of the Duke of Alencon's ſudden if not violent Death 
was brought to the Prince of Orange, by a Perſon who aſſumed 
the Name of Francis Gon, and pretended to be the Son of one 
Peter Guyon of Bezancon, who had been put to Death on the 
Score of his being a Proteſtant, to which Religion this young 
Man appeared to be a zealous Bigot. His Highneſs had em- 
ployed him in ſeveral Affairs of Importance, in which he had 
difcharged his "Truſt with great Diligence and Integrity. His 
true Name was Balthazar Gerhard, a Native of Burgundy, and 
about the Age of twenty ſeven, a Man of a determined Spirit, 
deep Diffimulation, and a furious Papiſt. He took the Ad- 
vantage when the Prince was juſt riſen from his Dinner, in his 
Palace at Delft, and was calling for a Standiſh in order to 
ſign a Paſſport for this Man to take another Journey, to dif- 
charge a Piſtol laden with three Bullets directly againſt his 
Highneſs's Breait, of which Wound he immediately died with- 
out ſpeaking a Word. The daring Aſſaſſin had taken his Mea- 
ſures for his Eſcape with great Sagacity, and was very near ef- 
fecting it. Being ſeized, he avowed the Fact, and affirmed, 
that if it was to do again, he would perform the fame Thing; 
and in this he not only perſiſted throughout all his Examina- 
tions, but even in the Midſt of thoſe Torments, in which he 
ended his miſerable Life, without ever owning a Syllable of 
the Conſpiracy of which he was barely the Executioner. Moſt 
of the Dutch Writers charge this Murder upon the Spaniard:, 
and indced not without Reaſon, ſince by an Edict dated March 


25, 1580, Philip II. had proſcribed the. Prince of Orange, 


branded him with all the Crimes imaginable, expreſſed in the 
groſleſt Language, and promiſing Pardons, Honours and Re- 
wards to any who would diſpatch him. But others conlidering 
the Juncture in which he died, believe, that Balthazar re- 
ceived his Inſtructions in a Language more familiar to that 
Country than Spanyp. However that Matter may be, it is cer- 
tain that the Death of this great Man, who was always the 
Darling of the People, and whoſe Maxim it was that Happi- 
neſs ought to be extended to all Ranks and Degrees, that the 
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Conſciences of Men ſhould be free, and that whatever was 
raiſed on the Publick ſhould be ſpent in the publtck Service; 
I fay, it is very certain, that his Death was equally agreeable 
to the Partizans of Spain, and to the high Republicans; that 
is, to ſuch as diſdained to have any other than a King tor a 
Maſter, and to ſuch as deſpiſed aq few of having any Maſter 
at all. The poor People who had loſt their Protector, their 
Patron and their Friend, the Soldiers who had loſt an Officer, 
who without Severity maintained moſt ſtrict Diſcipline, and the 
Friends to rational Liberty, who in loſing him were appre- 
henſive they had loſt all, deplored him with unfeigned Tears. 
Such was the End of William the firſt Prince of Orange, July 
10, 1584, in the fifty ſecond Year of his Age. 

The States General, as ſoon as the Prince of Orange was 
dead, declared themſelves Sovercigns of the United Provinces, 
and after ſecuring to themſelves the ſupreme Authority, in 
Condeſcenſion to the general Grief of their Subjects celebrated 
the Funeral of the deceaſed Prince with great Solemnity, and 


decreed the higheſt Honours to his Memory. His Highneſs 


had been four Times married, and had Children by each of his 


Wives. By his firſt, Aune Daughter to Count Egmont, he had 
Philip Count de Buren, and a Daughter Mary, who married 
Count Hohenloe, By his ſecond, Anne Daughter of Maurice 
EleCtor of Saxony, he had Count Maurice, and a Daughter 
Lilia, ho married Emanucl, Son to Don Antonio, whom the 
Spaniards deprived of the Kingdom of Portugal. By his third, 
Charlitte de Bourbon, of the Houſe of Montpenſier he had fix 
Daughters. And by his laſt Wife, Louiſa de Ciligny, Daughter 
to the Admiral of France, he had a Son Henry Frederick whom 
he left in his Cradle. Philip Prince of Grange at the Deceaſe 
of his Father was a Priſoner in Spain; Count Maurice about 
the Age of eighteen, was taken from his Studics, and declared 
Governor of Holland and Zealand, and the Nephew of the Prince 
of Orange, Milliam de Naſſau, was declared Stadtholder of 
Friezeland, from whom the preſent Stadtholder of the Union is 
lineally deſcended. The States General found the Authority 
they had aſſumed, in a ſhort Time very ſeverely ſhaken, by the 
Progreſs which the Duke of Parma made, in taking many 


Places of Importance, and at length beſieging Antwerp, which 


he reduced after a long Blockade, "Theſe Misfortuncs, which 
were very near overturning their new Republick, taught them 


bow great their Loſs was in that Prince, whoſe civil Skill and 


military Prudence was the real Source both of their Power and 
alety, In this Diſtreſs they were as ready to part with their 
Sove- 
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Sovereignty, as they had been to aſſume it, and were now wi). 
ling to ſubmit to any Maſter except their old one. With 
this View they applied themſelves once more to France, but the 
moſt Chriſtian King found his Affairs too much embaraſſed at 
home, to think of defending Subjects at a Diſtance ; they next 
offered themſelves to Queen Elizabeth, from whom they hag 
already derived very great Aſſiſtance, but ſhe too, for Reaſon; 
of State, rejected that Propoſition ; yet to prevent their total 
Ruin, condeſcended to their Requeſt of having one of the prin- 
cipal Noblemen in England ſent over to ſupply the Place of the 
Prince of Orange, and to adminiſter the ſupreme Power, both 
Civil and military. 

This Nobleman was Robert Dudley Earl of Leicgſter, the 
chief Favourite, the great Confident, and the principal Mlini— 
ſter of Queen Elizabeth, whom the Spaniſh and Dutch Wii— 
ters ſay, was ſent over out of the Queen's Affection for him, 
and her Deſire to raiſe and diſtinguiſh his Character; but Cam- 
den, who was likely to know theſe Things better, infinuates 
that he was ſent over to Helland by a Stroke of his own Po- 
licy ; that is, thoſe Members of the Privy Council who were 
leaſt Good. It is certain, that the States General did not un- 
derſtand the "Thing at all in this Light, but believing that he 
had an abſolute Power over the Queen, endeavoured to make 


molt forward in advancing him to this 22 wiſhed him tie 


their Court to him, by granting him almoſt an abſolute a Power 


over their Subjects, which diſpleaſed his Miſtreſs, and very foon 
grew troubleſome to themſelves. The Earl of Leiceſter was a 
compleat Courtier, and a great Stateſman, where he knew his 
Ground, but either never knew, or had long before forgot the 


Art of War. So that upon the whole, he made but a very | 
indifferent Figure here, tho' he ſhewed great Abilities in i- 


ſing, extending, and maintaining as great Power as any Fa- 
vourite ever had in England, His Campaign in 1586 was far 


from cory him any Honour, the Duke of Parma carried every 


Thing before him, baffled all the Attempts of Leicefter, and re- 


lieved Zutpbeu, after a ſharp Action, in which Sir Philip Sc. 


ney was mortally wounded, in a Manner that raiſed his Repu- 
tation in the fame Degree that it depreſſed that of the K 


Stadtholder. The Earl of Leiceſter finding his Conduct di- 


- 


liked, as it might well be by the States, fell to flattering tie 


Miniſters, and cajoling the People, in which his countertcit 3 


Piety wrought fo ſtrongly with the former, and his diſſemblad 
Patriotiſm had ſuch Effects on the latter, as threw every Thing 
into Conſuſion; and when Matters were in this State, her:“. 
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turned to England, leaving the Dutch Affairs in a much worſe 
Condition than he found them. 

Aſſoon as the Earl was gone, the States Ceneral, at the Per- 
ſuaſion of the Penſionary Barnevelt, declar:d Prince Maurice 
their Captain-General, and made his Brother-in- law Count 
Hobenloe his Lieutenant, which gave great Offence to the Court 
of England, but was undoubtedly a very right Step with re- 
card to their own Affairs. But Leice/ter, who had ſtill as great 
Credit as ever with the Queen his Miſtreſs, and was very fond 
of the Title of Excellency, and the Power he enjoycd in Hol- 
land, reſolved to return thither the next Year, which the States, 
who depended upon Queen Elizabeth's Aſſiſtance, could not 
prevent, and were therefore forced to admit him, and reſtore 
him in a great Meaſure to his Authority, which he managed 
worſe than before, and thereby confirmed the Suſpicions which 
the States had entertained, on Account of ſome of his Creatures 
betraying the Places with which he had entruſted them, to the 
Sanards. He made two or three unſucceſsful Attempts to relieve 
$Slyys, and the ſame ill Fate followed him in all his Underta- 
kings; fo that he quite loſt his military Character, if indeed he 
was cver cftcemed a good Officer. By this Time the States 
had diſcovered their Miſtake, and that their Complaints againſt 
him would not want powerful Patrons, which encouraged them 
to deal roundly with him, and plainly with his Miſtreſs, who 


thereupon recalled him, and appointed the Lord 7/71iorghby, an 


honeit Man, and a good Officer, to command her Forces in 
he Low Countries. All Hiſtorians agree, that a little before 
his Departure, Leice/ter encouraged a Conſpiracy at Leyden, 
which coſt ſome People their Lives. He is accuſed by ſome 
foreign Writers of attempting to make a Peace between Spain and 
England ut the Expence of the Dutch, but the Proots of this 
have not been as yet produced. There is yet another Charge 
in Camden, which I ſhould not mention, but for its not ap- 
pearing in any of the "Tranſlations of his Annals, nor even in 
any Edition of the original Latin, except that of Hearne, print- 
ed from a Copy corrected with the Author's own Hand. This 
Charge is, that he had framed a Deſign of ſeizing Prince Mau- 
rice of Naſſau, and the Penſionary Barnevelt, and ſending them 
over Priſoners into England. Whatever the Faults of this 
Engliſh Stadtholder might be, the Engliſh Troops, and the Eng- 
% Money did the States moſt uſeful and acceptable Service, as 
themſelves very fully acknowledge, and in fome Meaſure re- 
pad, when by a Stratagem in 1588 they contributed not a 
ite to the Deſtruction of the Spaniſh invincible Armada, in 
Wch they were true to our Intereſts and their own, 
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The Neceſſity they were under of having a Perſon of diſtin. 
guiſhed Character at the Head of their Armies, and the Inſtances 
that Count Maurice of Naſſau, for ſo he called himſelf while his 
Elder Brother lived, tho' he is generally ſtiled by Hiſtorians 
Prince Maurice, induced the States General to confide their Ar- 
mies to him in the ſame manner as to his Father. He wa; 
indeed the true Succeſſor to his Virtues and Abilities; which is 
not at all ſtrange, fince from his firſt Appearance in the World, 
he made it his ſole Study to copy that noble Character, agrecable 
to his Device, which was a Tree cut to the Stumps, with 4 
Shoot growing out on one Side, with this Motto, Tandon fit 
furculus arbor. It has been already obſerved, that he entered 
into the publick Service at ſeventeen, and at the Age of twen- 
ty-one he had the ſupreme Command. He ſhewed himſelf at 
that Time not at all inferior to the Duke of Parma, who had 
been ſo long eſteemed the beſt Officer in Europe; and which i; 
very ſingular, tho” no Man gave greater or more frequent 
Teſtimonies of perſonal Courage, yet he diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
very early by Stratagems of War, which are commonly the Et- 
fects of deep Judgment and long Experience. He was at the 
ſame Time a very enterprizing and a very cautious General 


enterprizing, as he often undertook Things deſperate, and in 


Appearance impracticable ; cautious, as he never failed to 
execute them with ſo much CircumſpeCtion, as to ſhew that he 
did not depend either upon Fortune or Force, but upon Military 
Skill. He ſtudied old Authors carefully, and more eſpecially 
the Writings of Cæſar, upon which it is ſaid, that ſeveral of 
his Expeditions might be conſidered as Commentaries. Hiz 
Succeſs was anſwerable to his Courage and his Abilities ; in the 
ſpace of twenty Years he took forty Cities and Towns of Con- 
ſequence, and beat the Spaniards thrice in the Field with great 


Diſproportion of Numbers, and under ſome other Diſadvantages, 7 


As his Father laid the Foundation, ſo this Prince raiſed the 
Fabrick of the Dutch Republick, delivered them from the Fear 
of their Enemies, and gained them the Title, as well as gave 
them the Power, of a free and independent State. 

In his Time, however, thoſe Diviſions aroſe which ſubſiſted 
ever after, and which many think are not yet extinguiſhed in 
that Commonwealth. As there is no forming any Idea of the 


Domeſtick Intereſts of the United Provinces, without having 
Juſt Notions of the Principles to which both Parties have pretend- 
ed, during theſe long Diſputes z it will be neceſſary to treat tus 


Matter freely and fully, at lcaſt ſo far as is conſiſtent with the 
Bounds that er preſcribed to this Work; and without any Hie 
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judice againſt one, or Prepoſſeſſion in favour of the other Party, 
both having in certain Circumſtances ſhewn themſelves equally 
to blame. a 

The Civil War in the Leto Countries having laſted full forty 
Years, and brought inexpreſſible Miſeries as well on the Subjects 
of the States General, as on thoſe who remained under the Obe- 
dience of the Houſe of Auſtria, the wiſer and better Part of the 
People on both Sides were inclined to an Accommodation. 
This was by no means agreeable to Prince Maurice, who appre- 
hended a Diininution of his Power was the principal Object 
aimed at, by thoſe who were for pacihc Meaſures among the 
Dutch. At firſt the French King Henry the Fourth was againſt 
this Pacification, but the Penſionary Barnevelt having repreſent- 
ed to him by the Miniſters of the Republick at Paris, that they 
were no longer able to carry on the War, without running 
every Year in Debt, that by Degrees the very Intereſt of theſe 
Debts muſt become a heavy Burthen, from which it was im- 
poſſible to deliver themſclves, as many had Jent their whole 
Fortunes to the Publick, and had no other Subſiſtence than by 
receiving their Intereſt regularly ; the French King being con- 
vinced, promoted that Meaſure all he could, ſo that a Truce was 
concluded in 1609 for twelve Years, by which the Republick 
was left free, and in full Poſſeſſion of thoſe Dominions which 
had been acquired during the War. After this, the Diſputes 
between Prince Maurice with thoſe who adhered to him, and the 
Penſionary Barnevelt and his Party, roſe very high, his Highneſs 
being extreamly jealous of his Authority, and ſuch as oppoſed 
him no leſs anxious for the Preſervation of their Liberty, which 
they conſidered as equally loſt, whether they ſubmitted to the 
Sovereignty of one of their own Countrymen, or a Stranger. 

It happened very unluckily for the publick Tranquility, that 
at this Time there aroſe religious Ditputes about the Doctrines 
of Grace and Predeſtination, which divided the whole Nation 
into two Parties, under the Title of Arminians and Gomari/ts. 
The Penſionary Barnevelt was in the Sentiments of the former, 
but out of regard to the Peace of his Country, was inclined 
to have ſtifled thcſe Diſputes by a publick Edict, which Prince 
Maurice and his Party who took the contrary Side prevented; 
and laying hold of this Opportunity, inflamed the Minds of the 
Populace to the higheſt Degree, by repreſenting the Arminians 


as ſecretly inclined to the Spaniards; and under theſe and other 


Pretences, making uſe of the Attachment of the Army to his 


Perſon, the Prince ventured to make fone bold Alterations in the 
Civil 
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Civil Government, by changing the Magiſtrates of Cities at his 


Pleafurc, fo as to gain an abfoluteAſcendancy in the Aſſenib] 
of che States General, * 


The Death of Philip Prince of Orange in 1618 without Iſſue, 


having added to the Titles the Credit and the Fortune cf the 
Stadtholder, he reſolved to puſh Things to Extremities againſt 
his Adverfaries, and therefore cauſed Penſionary Barnevelt to be 
arreſted ; as alſo; Mr. Huguerbeets Penſionary of Leyden, Hugs 
Grotius Penſionary of Rotterdam, and the Sieur de Leedenherg 
Secretary to the States of Utrecht, all Perſons equally diſtinguiſhed 
by their Capacities, and by their Probity. Of theſe, Barneveit 
only was made a Sacrifice, being accuſed of the moſt enormous 
Crimes, before Judges who acted by Commiſſion from the States 
General, who in reality had no legal Juriſdiction over him, if he 
had been ever fo guilty, the States of Hella:d being his {ale 
Judges; but they having taken him under their ſpecial Protec- 
tion, were not like to ſerve the Purpoſes of his Enemies, who 
procured him to be condemned by the Judges beforementioned, 
and executed him the next Day. Tho' he was upwards of ſcven- 

„ he died with the ſame Calmneſs and Courage he ſhewed in 
all the Actions of his Life, and his Death produced the direct 
contrary Effect to that which was expected from it. 

Prince Maurice of Orange found his Authority more generally 
diſliked than ever, and by none ſo much as thoſe who had affifted 
violently in the Perſecution of the Penſionary. He faw that he 
was no longer popular, and upon the Breaking out again of the 
War in 1621, he perceived that he was forſaken by his good 
Fortune. Ar Attempt which he made for ſurprizing Autwerp 
failed, tho' he thought the Deſign fo well laid as to fav, that 
God only could diſappoint it; he ſaw his own Town of Breda 
takenby nh e Spincla, the Relief of which he attempted without 
Succeſs; and by reflecting on his Reverſe of Fortune, he firſt 
loit that even Temper for which he had been always famous, 
and then his Health; ſo that broken with Care and Sickneſs, he 
breathed his laſt in the Spring of the Year 1625, in the fiſty- 
third Year of his Age. His Enemies allow this Prince to have 
had great Virtues z and, except his Ambition and Averſion to 
Marriage, tew or no Vices, He left behind him a natural Son 
Alr. de Beververt, who was Governor of Bolduc, a Gentleman 
of great Parts and Courage, who lived and died with unſpotted 
Reputation; one of whole Daughters married the Earl of O/7: 3, 
by whom ſhe was Mother to the late Duke of Ormond, and the 
preſent Earl of n; and the other Henry Earl of Arlingtan, 
Secretary of State in the Reign of King Charles the Seconi. 
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prince Henry Frederick, the youngeſt Son of Milliam the firſt 
prince of Orange, ſucceeded by the Death of his Brother Maurice 
to all the Eſtates, Titles, and Dignities of his Father, being at 
that Time about forty Years of Age, having ſerved the States in 
their Armies in a manner from his Childhood, and yet having 
riſen no higher than a Colonel of Horſe, till he ſucceeded to the 
ſupreme Command. He had in the time of his Brother's Ad- 
miniſtration given frequent "Teſtimonies of his Courage and 
Conduct, and yet it does not appear that thofe who were in the 
Government had any Idea of his being near ſo great a Man as he 
really was. It is ſuggeſted by De Mitt, and the Obſervation is 
worthy of ſo great a Man, that the Difficulties the two Brothers 
Maurice and Henry had to Struggle with in their Youth, and 
that Circumſpection with which they were obliged to behave, 
had very good Effects, and was a principal Cauſe of their ac- 
quiring thoſe great Accompliſhments, by which they raiſed their 
own Credit ſo high, and rendered ſuch uſeful Services to their 
Country. In 1626 the Prince of Orange took Oldenſeel, and 
the ſame Year Vice Admiral Hein made himſelf Maſter of the 
Spaniſh Fleet in the Bay of Al Saints in Brazil. In 1627, the 
Prince took Grel, in the Sight of a Span; Army, who durſt not 
attack him in his Intrenchments; and towards the End of the 
ſame Year, the Vice Admiral beforementioned took the whole 
Spaniſh Plate Fleet, with five Millions Sterling on Board. In 1629, 
the Stadtholder reduced Bolduc, a Place of great Strength as well as 
Importance, which Prince Maurice had attempted in vain; and 
this notwithſtanding the Spaniards made an Irruption into the 
Country about Utrecht, which engaged the beſt Officers in his 
Army, as well as the Stetes themſelves, to deſire him to raiſe the 
Siege; but he was of Opinion that a ravaged Country was not 
loſt, whereas a good Fortreſs gained was a great Acquiſition 
beſides, by ſurprizing Wezel, where the Spaniards had all their 
Magazines, he compelled them to retire in haſte, and to the 
Character of an excellent Officer, added that of a General happy 
in his Enterprizes; a thing of the higheſt Conſequence, inſo- 
much that the Roman Dictator Sylla choſe rather the Surname 
of Fortunate than Great. 

Henry, Prince of Orange, married Amelia Daughter of the 
Count de Solms, by whom he had a Son, Prince /illiam, and 
four Daughters. In 1631, the States General, to ſhew their 
Reſpect for, and Confidence in the Prince Stadtholder, granted 
the Survivancy of all his Employments to the Prince his Son, 
and preſented him with the Patent in a Gold Box, tho” he was 
not then quite five Years old, which was an ay 
Stret 
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Stretch of Complaiſance, and far beyond any thing they ad 
done for his Father and Brother, which was the Effect:? his 
real or ſceming Moderation; and as ſome Writers ſay, thi. 
proceeded from the Councils of his Mother-in-law the Prince: 
Dowager of Orange, who had been always a true Friend to 
Barnevelr, and had thereby a great Influence over his Party. 
In 1632, he took Ruremond, Jenlo, and Strale, beficged Mat 
firicht, and having beat Pappenheim, made himſelf Mificr of 
that important Place. The next Year he took Nhinlerg. There 
was indeed ſcarce a Year during the Continuance of his Life, 
which was not diſtinguiſhed by ſome remarkable Event, and 
amongſt theſe we may reckon his Uſage of the powerful Car- 
dinal de Richlieu, who debauched the Sieur de J/alkembers from 
his Duty, and engaged him for a Sum of Money to deliver up 
the Citadel and Principality of Orange, of which he was Go- 
vernor ; the Prince having Intelligence of this, ſent one Co- 
lonel Knut to Orange, who killed /Palkembourg in a private 
Houſe where he went to Dinner, and then produced the 
Prince's Orders, and took the Command of the Caſtle, by 
which that Contrivance was defcated. After this he gave the 
Cardinal repeated Marks of his Reſentment, which in ſpite of 
all his Pride he was forced to diſſemble and digeſt, and having 
engaged in an offenſive Alliance with the States, gave Inſtruc- 
tions to two Marſhals of France, upon their Junction with the 
Dutch Army, to obey the Orders of the Prince of Orange. In 
1637, the French Ambaſlador in a ſet Speech gave him the Title 
of Highneſs inſtead of Excellency, and his Example was fol- 
lowed by the Ambaſſadors of all the other Courts of Eurobe. 
The ſame Year he recovered by a vigorous Siege his own 
Town of Breda, in which Siege the French Ambaſſador, who 
to ſhew his Reſpect for the Prince Stadtholder, ſerving at the 
Head of his own Regiment, was unfortunately killed. In 
1639, the Spaniſh Fleet was defeated and deſtroyed on the Coalt 
of England by Admiral Tromp. 
In 1641, Prince II illiam married the Princeſs Mary, Daugh- 
ter to Charles I. King of Great Britain, with great Pomp and 
Splendor, and in Honour of this Marriage he had the Province 
of Friezcland added to his Government, or rather to the Sur— 
vivorſhip. In 1644, Prince Frederick Henry made himielt 
Maſter of Sas van Ghent, and the Year following he too“ 
Hulſi, which in thoſe Days was looked upon as a Place of great 
Strength and Importance. In a Word his whole Adminiſire- 
tion was cqualiy glorious from the Beginning to the Eid, ani 
might have been {hill more fo, if thete who enyicd his 2 
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and Greatneſs, had not taken all imaginable Care to prevent 
his extending his Conqueſts in Proportion to his Inclinations and 
Abilities, and particularly hindered him from reducing Anttwerp, 
which was of all Things what he moſt defired. He died 
March 14, 1647, was buried with great Magnificence, as one i 
who had deſerved well of his Country, who had added Glo- 

and Influence to that Liberty which it received from his 
Father, and that Security which reſulted from the Labours of 
his Brother. De Mit informs us, that there were ſome who 


Sud bh " 

reproached him with his Profuſeneſs and Luxury, after he came { 
| 

| 


to the Poſſeſſion of the Principality of Orange, and the vaſt he- 
reditary Eſtates of his Family, as alſo his Lewdneſs, in which 
he did not uſe much Diffimulation ; and above all, his Am- 
bition, which induced him to keep up a great Army, mat he | 
might extend his Glory by his Conqueſts, and maintain his 1 4 
Power by the Continuance of the War. It is true, that hav- i 
ing the Ticle and Revenues of à Prince, he kept up his Digni- | 
„ but this being at his own Expence, Was Benefit rather 
than a Prejudice to the Publick. He left bclind him a natu- 
ral Son, the Sieur Zuyle/tien, whoſe Deſcendants are at this 
Time Peers of Great Britain, and fecured to his only Son the 

JF Honours that had. been enjoyed by his illuſtrious Predeceſſors. | 

4 In the Year following the Death of Prince Frederick Henry, Br 

Y the States General concluded at Munſter a Peace with the Crown = 
of Spain, without any Regard to the Endeavours of the French |. "| 
King and the Prince of Orange, to diſſuade them ; which is 3% 
believed to have been owing to the Suſpicions they began to | 

entertain of both, apprebending very much the Conbavinces of | 

JJ having France for a Neighbour, and the Spirit of the young 
Stadtholder, who had been accuſtomed to Authority, and to | 
Magnificence from his very Cradle, and who beſides had mar- | 
ried the Daughter of a King. It was not long bcfore theſe | 
Jealouſies roſe on both Sides very hich ; for the zcalons Re- | 
publicans, who were the Remains of Barnevelt's Party, were 
for taking Advantage of the Peace, and disbanding, or at leaſt 
reducing the Army, which the Prince of Orange oppoſed. It 
is ſuppoſed that he did this merely to preſerve his own Power, 

dy moſt of the Dutch Hiſtorians, but it is certain that he gave 

*Y ther Reaſons for it, which brought over a Majority of the 
Yates to his Opinion. He ſaid it was ungratcful, becauſe they 
were ſafe at preſent, to diſmiſs thoſe who had purchaſed that 

W oatety wich their Blood; that this was ſtill more imnrudent, 

1 vonlidering the War continued between France and Spain, 
Wo micht take Advantage of them in that defenceleſos Condi- 

1 = tion. 
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tion. He farther obſerved, that hitherto they had been pitics, 
but that now they had Reaſon to fear the Envy of moſt of the 
States of Europe, and that as their Tranquility was procured, 
ſo it would be belt preſerved by keeping up their old Troops, 
which if they did not recruit, would with leſs hazard to them 
diminiſh faſt enough of themſelves. | 

But tho” his Eloquence prevailed upon the States, yet it was 
not at all reliſned in the Provinces, or by the great Cities; 
upon which his Friends propoſed, that he ſhould viſit them 
himſelf, againſt which the City of Amſterdam petitioned, as 
having at that Time no Inclination to the Honour of his High- 
neſs's Company, which the Prince took for ſuch a Mark of 
Contempt, that he cauſed Mr. De Wit Burgomafter: of Dort, 
and five other Members of the States General, to be ſent to the 
Caſtle of Louveftein, and gave Orders to a Body of Troops to 
advance towards Amſterdam ; but the Polt-boy from Hamburg 
paſſing thro' his Army, gave Notice of it to the Citizens, who 
in order to exclude it, made no Difficulty of laying all the 
adjacent Country under Water. Theſe Differences were aftcr- 
wards compromifed, and Burgomaſter De Wit and his Fel- 
low Priſoners ſet at Liberty; yet from their Impriſonment, the 
Party to which they adhered, from the Place of his Confine- 
ment, received the Name of Louveftein. In all Probability theſe 
Differences would have been revived, if the Prince of Orang 
had not ſoon after fallen ill of the Small-pox, which proved 
fatal to him; and ſome Months after his Deceaſe, Novemier 
the 4th, 1650, his Widow the Princeſs was delivercd of a Son, 
called after his Father Lilliam, who became in Proceſs of Time 
Stadtholder, and King of Great Britain. 

We will here make a ſhort Pauſe, in order to conſider the 
Government, Commerce, and Strength of this Republick, and 
then reſume our Hiſtory, the rather becauſe it is generally be. 
lieved the United Provinces came to the Height of their Proſpc- 
rity not long after the Death of Prince /77/ham II. and in review- 
ing theſe Points, we will be as clear, as conciſe, and as im- 
partial as is in our Power, which is ſo much the more neceſ- 
ſary, becauſe few of the many Writers who have already 
mentioned this Subject, have treated it in this Manner, but have 


either given Way to their Prejudices, or have thrown together 


Facts and Dates, without giving themſclves much Pain, either 
as to their Importance or Connection; whereas in order t» 


render a Work of this Kind uſeful, it is abſolutely requittte | 
only ; 
Batch 6 


that due Attention be paid to both, and Matters not 
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ſtated as they really are, but in ſuch an Order as may ſhew . 


the Relation that one Thing has to another. 
At the Entrance of this © 

Form of Government that prevailed in theſe. Countries, which 
Form continued likewiſe when they became a Part of the Do- 
minions of his Catholick Majeſty ; for as the Prince of Orange 
uſtly obſerved in his Apology, whatever Title that Monarch 
Night aſſume, either in Spain or in the Indies, he was no 
more than Earl of Holland, or of Flanders. At the Time 
Philip II. left thoſe Provinces, he conſtituted the Prince of 
Orange Governor of four of them, the Flemiſb Word is Stadt- 
holder, which is preciſely the fame Thing with Lieutenant, 
and the States had that Power, with which they were veſted 
by the Conſtitution, When therefore they threw off the Yoke 
of Spain, the Queſtion was whether they ſhould retain their 
old Form of Government; which if they had done, they muſt 
have choſen another Prince, and to this thoſe were inclined 
who were moſt attached to the Prince of Orange. Indeed 
the Generality of the People were beſt pleaſed with the old 


Form, and this induced them to think of the Archduke Mat- 


thiaz, the Duke of Alencon, and afterwards of the French King 
and Queen Elizabeth; but at length thoſe that had Seats in 
the Aſſembly of the States, began to think of ſecuring the So- 
vereignty to themſelves, which was aCtually changing the old 
Conſtitution into that of a Republick. It is true, that for their 
own Conveniency they were diſpoſed to give the Title of 
Stadtholder to a fingle Perſon, as they actually did to the 
Earl of Lercefter ; but tho? the Title continued, the Office was 
changed ; for the Lieutenant of a Prince is a Thing eaſily con- 
ceived, but the Lieutenant of an Aﬀembly, ſuch as the States 
Gencral, is not ſo readily comprehended, becauſe it implies 
the Repreſentative of thoſe vVho are but Repreſentatives them- 
ſelves, and this was the very Reaſoning that De Mit uſed for 
aboliſhing that Office alſo after the Death of William TI. 

The Treaty of Union concluded in 1579, at Utrecht, was 
a Confederacy. of ſo many different Republicks, as there were 
Provinces that entered into it, and the States General were 
properly and diſtinclly the States of all theſe Provinces taken 
together; but becaule ſuch a Meeting was inconvenient, and 
for other Reaſons likewiſe, a kind of Committee compoſed of 
Deputics from each of the States was appointed to fit at the 
Hague, and theſe have been fince ſtiled the States General, tho? 
in Reality they are rather the Repreſentatives of the States 
General, in whom the Maiefty of the Republick refides. They 
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have-purſuantto the Form of their new Conſtitution, ſuch Powers 
as are requiſite for the Management of publick Affairs, and 
have alſo the Government of thoſe Towns and Diſtricts that 
belong to the Republick, and yet are not within any of the 
confederated Provinces, and _ other Prerogatives ; and for 
the better Management of ſuch a Variety of important Concerns, 
they commit Part of the Adminiſtration to a Council of State : 
But whereas in the Aſſembly of the States General there are no 
more Votes than there are Provinces, whatever the Number of 
Members may be that compole that Aſſembly ; in the Council 
of Statc, it is otherwiſe, and tho' ſome Provinces ſend there 
two Deputies, and others but one, yet every Member has 4 
diſtinct Vote. Yet after all, with reſpect to the great Point: 
of Sovereignty, they ſtill remain in the States of each Province, 
who make War and Peace, coin Money, and raife Taxc, 
within their own Territories, as they think fit. As each Pro- 
vince has. its own States, fo each has alſo a Council of 
State, and the ſame Kind of Government prevails likewiſe in the 
Cities, ſo that they are all in ſome Meaſure independent Re 
publicks. From this View of the Government in the Unit-4 
Provinces, one would naturally conclude it a Democracy, and 
ſo it really is with reſpect to its Form, but by Degrees Thing: 
have ſuffered great Changes. The Senate or Cound in all the 
Cities, are, and were always for Life, but upon the Demiſe of 
any Member a new one was choſen by the Burghers, which being 
found very inconvenient, the Right of filling up ſuch Vacan- 
cies was either yielded to, or aſſumed by thoſe Aſtemblics ; and 
this ſmall Alteration has in Proceſs of Time produced an Oli- 
garchy, which ſhews how much Care ſhould be taken in chang- 
ing or tampering with the firſt Springs of Government. 

We have at the Beginning of this Work given a ſuccinct 
hiſtorical Deduction of the Progreſs of Commerce through the 
different Parts of Europe. That of Holland aroſe chiefly from 
the Deſtruction of Antzuerp, which, when the Civil Wars in 
the Low Countries broke out, was, and had been long the Cen- 
ter of Traffick in Europe. The Troubles in France, the Wars 
in Germany, and the religious Perſecutions ſet on Foot in 
other Parts of Europe, contributed to fill the United Province: 
with People, merely becauſe they might enjoy their Conſciences, 
and the Fruits of their Induſtry, in Peace. "Thoſe who reſort- 
ed thither were ſuch as had wherewithal to live upon, or Were 
uCquainted with ſome Manufacture cr Myſtery, by which 2 
T.ivuz might be obtained. Both were welcome, and both 
dorts of People were very ſoon at their Eaſe; new Manuiac- 
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tures were every Day ſet on Foot, and Trades too big even for 
2 wealthy Purſe, were managed with Facility, and to great 
Advantage, by joint Stocks; the Fiſheries were annually improv- 
ed, new Branches of Commerce were continually opencd, and 
in the Compaſs of twenty Years, their Villages ſwelled into fair 
Towns, and the ſe that were good 'Fowns before, roſe into rich 
Cities. At firſt the Inhabitants of theſe Provinces carried on 
a large Trade to Portugal, from whence they received out 
Quantities of Indian Goods; but when Philip II. became Ma- 
ſter of Portugal, he put an End to that Trade, which inſtead 
of proving a Misfortune, was in Reality of high 5 to 
the Dutch, by forcing them to attempt — a Trade to 
the Eaſt Indies, which in the Compaſs of a few Years they did 
with Succeſs beyond their Hopes; and this Commerce bein 
managed by a Company with great Prudence, F 2 an 
Induſtry, produced within the Period of which we have given 
the Hiffo , prodigious Advantages. This encouraged them to 
ſet up 1 75 India Company, and that too became very flou- 
riſhing in a very ſhort Space of Time. The Subjects of the 
States likewiſe, by the Recommendation, and under the Pro- 
tection of the French King Henry IV. obtained Leave to trade 
in all the Ports within the Dominions of the Grand Seig- 
nior ; ſo that their Commerce in the Levant became alſo with- 
in this Period very conſiderable. Taking therefore their Fiſhe- 
ries, Manufactures, and foreign Trade altogether, we may ca- 
lily account for the Growth of their Naval Power, the Increaſe 
of their Wealth, and the Poſſibility of their ſuſtaining that in- 
finite Variety of Taxes, Cuſtoms, and Exciſes, which were ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport ſo long and ſo expenſive a War, as that by 
which their Liberties were cſtabliſhed and ſecured. 

We ought likewiſe to obſerve, that the Situation of Affairs 
in Europe through this whole Period were remarkably favour- 
able to the Growth of this new Republick. The overgrown 
Power of Spain was equally dreadful and dangerous to moſt of 
the Potentates of Europe, which induced them openly or ſecret- 
ly to give all the Aſſiſtance poſſible to the Inhabitants of theſe 
Provinces upon their Revolt ; and the inteſtine Diſturbances in 
ſeveral Countries, but more eſpecially in Germany and France, 
prevented their mecting with any Rivals; and tho' it be 
true that England began at that Time to extend her Commerce, 
and increaſe her Naval Power, yet this was ſo far from being 
any Detriment, that it was in reality of very great Service to 
the Dutch, with whom they acted conjunctly in warlike Ez 
peditions, and from whom, by the Temptation of high Wages, 
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they drew Numbers of experienced Pilots, and able Scamen, 
who were extremely uſeful to them in their early Voyages both 
to the Eaſt and Indies. The Quarrel between England 
and the Hanſe Towns turned alſo very much to their Advan- 
tage; and in ſhort, before any Spirit of Envy or Emulation 
aroſe, the Republick was not only beyond the Reach of Dan- 
ger, but infinitely _— in every reſpect to any that could 
envy, or aim at leſſening her Grandeur; the Progreſs of her 
Proſperity being not barely quicker than either ExpeCtation or 
Experience could ſuggeſt, but beyond any thing which either 
ancient or modern Hiſtory records, and which by Poſterity 
will be very hardly believed, 

But that we may not ſeem to deal wholly in generals, tho' this 
might be executed from the narrow Bounds to which we are 
confined, we will enter into a few Particulars, from whence the 
Reader will very eaſily diſcover the Truth of what we have al- 
ready advanced, as to the ſudden and immenſe Growth of the 
Commerce of this Republick. The original Fund or Capital 
of their Ea? India Company, was in their Language ſixty Tons 
of Gold, by which Phraſe of a Ton of Gold, is underſtood One 
hundred thouſand Florins, or about Ten thouſand Pounds Ster- 
ling, ſo that this Capital was very little above Six hundred thou- 
ſand Pounds of our Money. In x 0 Space of Six Vears, deduCting 
all their Coſts and Charges which were very great, and their 
Dividends which were extreamly high, the Fund or Capital of 
that Company increaſed notwithſtanding to Six hundred Tons 
of Gold, that is, to upwards of Six Millions Sterling. It is in- 
deed true, that the Eaft India Trade has not kept any thing 
like this Proportion ſince, but in point of Wealth, Extent of 
Dominions, and real Power, the Dutch Eaft India Company is at 
this Day, not only out of any Compariſon with all other Com- 
mercial Eſtabliſhments, but might be eſteemed a very potent 
State of itſelf, if it was independent of their High Mightineſſes. 
The Governor General, who reſides at Batavia, and is Supreme 
in civil and military Aﬀairs, has the State, the Court, and the 
Appointments of a Sovereign Prince; makes War and Peace a 
his Pleaſure, can aſſemble an Army of Twenty or Thirty thou- 
ſand Men, and if Occaſion ſhould require, could put to Sea a 
4 of fifty Sail of the Line of Battle, without building a 

ip. £ | 

The t India Company was at the beginning as great and 
as fortunate, but they ruined themſelves by making too large 
Dividends, and by neglecting Trade, that they might attend to 
heir Conqueſts, which however was very excuſable, while they 
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were Maſters of Brazil, of which they might have continued 
Maſters, if they had purſued the Example of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, and had confided in Count Maurice of Naſſau, to whom 
they ſtood in a great Meaſure indebted for thoſe Conqueſts. But 
tho they are now very inconſiderable in reſpect to what the 
were, or in regard of the Eaſt India Company, yet they are Nil 
poſſeſſed of ſeveral important Places in Afria, of ſome Iſlands 
that yield a great Profit in the J/e/7 Indies, and of the important 
Settlement of Surinam, with many new Eſtabliſhments upon the 
Continent of South America. If therefore we refleft upon the 
Grandeur of theſe two Companies, and take into our Conſidera- 
tion alſo the vaſt Extent of the Dutch Commerce beſides in the 
early Days of this Commonwealth, when the Trade of Italy was 
ſunk, the maritime Power of Spain and Portugal in a great 
meaſure ruined, the Vigour of the Hanſe Towns in Germany 
vaſtly declined, the Commerce of Great Britain in its Infancy, 
and hardly any Trade at all in the North, we may very ally 
conceive how the Subjects of the United Provinces, at the begin- 
ning of the laſt Century, came to have more Shipping than all the 
reſt of Europe together. We may likewiſe, by reviewing in our 
own Minds the Changes that have ſince happened in the Affairs 
of Eurepe,- the great Application of this and other Nations, to 
the promoting Induſtry, and encouraging Commerce, com- 
prehend without any Difficulty how this Proportion has been 
altered to the degree which has been ſet forth in the beginning 
of this Work; notwithſtanding which, the Republick of the 
United Provinces ſtill is, and has ſtill the Capacity of maintaining 
the Rank of, a very great maritime Power. | 
But beſides the Reaſons before aſſigned for the ſpecdy Progreſs 
of this Republick in Power, Wealth and Trade, there are a few 
Points that ought not to be omitted, becauſe they have been leſs 
obſerved than thoſe beforementianed, by moſt of the Authors who 
have treated this Subject. The Barrennoſs of the Soil and want of 
Subſiſtence in Holland, and Ii Friezland, was a principal Cauſe 
of Induſtry and Wealth; for People not being able to live there 
with the practice of ordinary Labour, were compelled to join 
that of their Head with their Hands, and to make Frugality the 
Steward of what was acquired by both; which ſoon ſtrengthned 
into ſuch Habits of Thinking, Working, and Saving, as rendered 
thoſe Cauntries famous, and drew thither all who had a little 
Money to live upon, and were willing to improve it to the beſt 
of their Power. In the next Place, a great Part of the People 
that were drawn into theſe Provinces by the Reputation of the 
Liberty enjoyed there, and the Mildneſs of the Government, 
|  B & Came 
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came thither from the JVallcon Provinces which remainꝰd ſubjeq ta 
the King of Spain, which gave them a double Advantage, dy 
diminiſhing the Wealth and Power of their Enemy, in the very 
ſime Proportion that it ſtrengthned themſelves, Add to a. 
this, that their Government in thoſe Days had really great Ad- 
vantages, for their military Power by Land and Sea being who. 
ly under the Direction of their Stadtholders or Captain General: 
they derived from thence all the Benefits, without feeling any of 
the Inconveniencies of a Monarchy; and the States General hay. 
ing all Civil Affairs entirely under their Direction and Manage. 
ment, they were very wiſely conducted, and the Safety and 
Power of the Governors depending every where upon the Succeſ; 
of their Meaſures ; Probity and Prudence were ſo much their In- 
tereſt, that it was next to impoſſible they ſhould neglect them. 
And thus private Views concurring with publick Spirit, things 
for the firſt Forty Years were in all Reſpects carried to as high a 
degree of Perfection, as the Power of human Abilities could 
reach, | 

But upon the Demiſe of Milliam, the ſecond Prince of Orange, 


the States Genera! aſſumed the executive as well as legiſlative | 


Power of the Government into their Hands, and, conceiving 
the mcft violent Apprehenſions of falling under the Dominion 
of a ſingle Perſon, made it the capital Object of their Policy 
to provide againſt it, which had very bad Effects. In 1651, 


they held another general Aſſembiy, in which the Union of | 


Utrecht was ratified. After this, the Louveſtein Party projected 
the perpetual Edict for aboliſhing the Stadtholderſhip, that is. 
for deſtroying the Conſtitution which had been the Parent and 
Nurſe of their Liberties ; they diſmiſſed their beſt Officers, they 
diſbanded their old Troops, and gave the Command of thoſe that 
were neceſſarily kept up, to their ewn Friends and Relations. 
In ſhort, their ruling Maxim was that which upon ſome Occa- 
ſion they made their Motto, Peace and a good Government ; 
things very compatible for a Time, but which can never ſubſiſt 
long together, For Peace in proceſs of Time, introduces 
FFeminacy and Corruption, which of Courſe debaſe and in- 
techl? a Government to ſuch a Degree, as renders it incapable 
of reſiſting external Invaſion, or inteſtine Commotions; the 
f;rincr of which it invites, and ſeldom fails to kindle the latter. 
But tho? theſe Miſchiefs might have been obvious enough to able 
and diſintereſted Politicians, yet Concera for private Advantage, 
nid them from the Eyes of the prevailing Faction in theſe Pro- 
vinces, who with all their Zeal and Induſtry laboured to potte:s 
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themſelves of the Government, which they very ſpecdily 


effected, to the moſt abſolute and incontroulable Degree. 


When I ſay they poſſeſſed themſelves of it, I would be under- 
ſtood to mean, they filled by Degrecs all Poſts of Honour, "Truſt, 
and Profit, with thoſe of their own Party, excluding ſuch as were 
well affected to the Family of Orange; notwithſtanding that 
Numbers of them had ſerved their Country with equal Fidelity 
and Reputation. This produced here what it has produced in 
all Countries, where any thing of the like kind has happened; 
Envy, Diſcontent, Jecalouſies, Heats and Animoſities, equally de- 
ſtructive of private Peace and publick Welfare, Thoſe in Power 
treated ſuch as they kad excluded, as if they had been Enemies to 
their Country, and thoſe that were opprefled regarded all in 
Poſſeſſion of Employments, not as their legal Governors, but 
as ſo many Tyrants, who violated thoſe Laws they pretended to 
adminiſter, and treated as Slaves, thoſe they ſtiled their Subjects. 

At this Juncture, as we before remarked, the Republick was a: 
its greateſt Height in reſpect to Power, to Wealth and Reputa- 
tion; and this tempted the great Men then at the Head of Aﬀairs, 
to ſignalize their Adminiſtration by entering into a War wit!: 
England, which was ſuddcnly become a Republick alſo. What 
they hoped would have added Strength and Fame to that Autho- 
rity, of which they were juſt become abſolute Maſters, had the 
quite contrary Effect, for it exhauſted thcir naval Power, and 
by its unfortunate Iſſue leſſened their Credit extreamly. This 
they aſcribed to the Diſaffection of Tome Officers they were 
obliged to employ, and to the Contagion of their Principles 
among the Seamen, which acquired ſome degree of Probability, 
by their managing with much better Succeſs a ſecond War with 
that Nation, after the Reſtoration of its Monarchy, and whc: 
the Louveſtein Faction employed none but their own Creatures. 
Their good Fortune, however, as it made them inſolent, ſo it 
rendered them hated; for tho John de IFitt who was at the 
head of Affairs lived very modeſtly, and acted with great Mode- 
ration, yet his Brother Cornelius, tho' a brave and able Man, had 
ſuch a Tincture of Vanity, and conducted every thing with 
ſuch an Eclat, as raiſed the Envy of the better Sort, as much a- 
it excited the Jealouſy and Averſion of the Populace. 


The Situation of their Affairs, and the extraordinary Power 


of Louis XIV. made it neceſſary for the Governors of the Re- 
publick to court him, which tho? they ſometimes did, yet ſuch 


was the haughty Spirit of their Adminiftration, that by a wanton | 


Diſplay of what they took to be the Effects of their great Wii- 
com and good Fortune, they provoked this great Monarch to 
| nt 
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enter intoa Confederacy, which aimed at no leſs than the Deſtrudli. 
on of the Republick. This produced the Invaſion of 1672; and 
as that appeared to the People the mere Effects of the oſtentatious 
Pride of their Rulers, it brought about a ſudden, and in ſome 
Reſpects a bloody Revolution, the two De Mitts being murder- 
ed by the Mob, the Louve/tein Syſtem entirely diſſolved, and 
IVillom the third Prince of Orange, by the Abolition of the 
perpetual Edict, reſtored to the high Offices which his Anceſtors 
had diſcharged with ſo much Glory. The great Courage and 
Prudence with which he conducted that War, and extricated his 
Country from Difficulties very little inferior to thoſe againſt 
which his Great Grandfather ſtruggled, procured to him the 
ſtable Poſſeſſion of thoſe Honours which the Inclinations of his 
Countrymen had beſtowed, and fixed his Authority upon a firm 
as well as legal Baſis. When that great Prince raiſed himſelf to 
the Throne of the Britiſb Dominions, he ſtill retained the Dig- 
nity of Stadtholder, which in caſe he had been bleſſed with Chil- 
dren, was before that Time declared hereditary, but wanting 
this Support, and being obliged to be often abſent, his Power 
- was actually, tho' ſecretly diminiſhed, while in outward Appear- 
ance it was at its greateſt height. Ihe remains of the Lu vglein 
Faction, partly by Compliance, and partly by dint of the great 
Intereſt of their Families, crept again into Employments, fo that 
at the Demife of King illiam, they became once more in ſome 
meaſure Maſters, and being taught Prudence and Moderation by 
Adverſity, ſtrengthned themſelves imperceptibly, and at length 
ſettled their Sway upon a much broader Foundation than it had 
ever ſtood before. 

It is not known to many People, but the matter of Fact 1; 
nevertheleſs true, that the protracting the laſt general War, and 
the continual Oppoſition given by the Field Deputies of the State; 
to the Nuke of Marlborough, more eſpecially at his firſt Entrance 
upon his Command of the Army of the Allies, was owing en- 
tirely to this State of Things. 'The Louveflein Faction were 
afraid, that if either a Battle ſhould be loſt, or their Troops re- 
moved at any Diſtance from their Frontiers, the Inhabitants of 
the great Cities would diſcover that Diſlike, which they knew 
they bore to their Proceedings. The happy Progreſs of that War 
made them eaſier by Degrees, more cſpecially after the unfortu- 
nate Death of his Serene Highneſs the Prince of Orange and 
Naſjan, Father to the preſent Stadtholder, who was drowned in 
his Paſiage at Moredyl, July the 14th, 1711, as he was coming to 
che Hague, to ſettle all Points in difference between the King of 
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Pruſſia and himſelf, in Relation to the Succeſſion of the late 
King William the third; the Prince being Heir by Will, and the 
King by Deſcent. 

By this deplorable Accident in ſo critical a Seaſon, when the 
Claims of the Houſe of Orange deſcended a ſecond Time to a 
polthumous Child, the Steps taken to ſupport them were ren- 
dered abortive, and at the fame time it ruined in a manner all 
the Hopes of thoſe who were either attached by Inclination, or 
connected by their Circumſtances to that Houſe. The dominant 
Party taking the Advantage therefore of this favourable Opportu- 
nity, exerted their utmoſt Skill and Power in diſpoſing of all 
Places, in ſuch a manner as might render them for ever ſecure, 
and prevent ſo much as the glimmering of a Recovery to their 
Opponents, ia which if they did not act as worthy Citizens, they 
certainly behaved wiſely upon party Principles, and for ſome 
time their Scheme was attended with all the Succe(s they could 
wiſh, as in other Countries is generally the Caſe, till Party Suc- 
ceſs turns upon itielf, 

In this State Things continued for many: Vears; and this 
Continuance encouraged ſuch as were Maſters of Power, to be- 
lieve it a Thing inherent to them, that they had an excluſive 
Right to enjoy it, and that whoever ſought to riſe without their 
Conſent, tho” he ſought it in ever ſo honourable a manner, was 
to be regarded as a public Enemy. A Man might be learned, 
induſtrious and rich, might live in what manner he would, build 
Palaces, ſet up Equipages, keep Aſſemblies, or even Operas in 
his oven Houſe unmoleſted; but if ſuch a Man lived frugalhy, 
was kind to his poor Neighbours, and took pains to be acquainted 
with the better Sort at the ſame Time, he was held in Suſpicion, 
and if he attempted to get into the Magiſtracy, he was accounted 
2 dangerous Man. Theſe Apprehenſions, grounded upon the 
known Diſcontents of the common People, had ſuch an Effect 
upon the Grandees, that inſtead of regarding the Welfare and 
Spirit of the Republick, they ſtudied Fes to preſerve it in Peace; 
and this becauſe they ſaw plainly, that whenever War was de- 
clared or entered into againſt any Enemy, but againſt France 
more eſpecially, it would ſooner or later make a Breach in their 
dyſtem, through which the Stadtholder would certainly enter 
and bring in his Friends with him, which they dreaded as much 
a they did the laſt Day. 

I may fafely appeal to the Hiſtory of Europe in general, and to 
that of this Republick in particular, for the Proof of what | 
tay, Treaty after Treaty was made for the ſake of preſerving. 
& :ather patching up of Peace; the military Eſtabliſhment was 
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ſuffered to run into great Diſorder, their maritime Power dwin. 
dled extreamly, and in ſhort every Thing ſunk, except Faxes, 
Debts, and the private Fortunes of theſe great Rulers and their 


Friends. By this means it came to pals, that in a ſhort Time 


it was no Sccret the Strength of the State was greatly declined, 
ſhe was in no Condition to undertake any thing extraordinary 
to deliver her out of this Plight, but rather obliged to attach her- 
felt ome Way or other to her Neighbours, ſo as to be ſure of 
Support, and to be out of Danger of taking up Arms. Yet even 
in theſe Circumſtances there wanted not Men bold enougli to 
profeſs themſelves Patriots, to compare the preſent Condition of 
the Republick with the paſt, and to teſtify their Wiſhes, that 
the face of Affairs might change, fo as to reſemble what they 
were in former Times. In 1722, the States of Guelders 
choſe the Prince of Orange their Stadtholder, notwithſtanding 
all the Oppoſition that could be given to that Meaſure by the 
Province of Holland; and this alarmed the prevailing Party 
exceſhively. They ſaw that this would give Life and Spirit to 
the Patriots, and that as his Serenc Highneſs grew up, and dif- 
played upon all Occaſions the hereditary Virtues of his Family, 
the Number of his Adherents would increaſe, and thoſe who 
diſliked their Management would not be without a Head, as 
had been the Caſe tor many Years ; and this heightened their 
Averſion to every thing that had the leaſt Appearance of Vi- 
godr, or of Spirit, at the ſame Time it drove them into that 
Complaiſance for a certain powerful Neighbour, which was 
ſo detrimental to the true Intereſts of Europe. 

When in Spite of all their Care, and after a long Series of 
temporizing and negociating, they found themſelves obliged 
to take a Part in this laſt War, their Conduct was ſo fluc- 
tuating and irregular, that it gave no ſmall Diſlatisfaction to 
both Partics. On the one Hand, the Allies knew not how 
to depend upon them; and, on the other Hand, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Service they rendered to the French by their 
Fickleneſs and Irreſolution; they alſo were at a Loſs how to 
deal with them. In the firſt Place, they tried by the Intrigues 
of Fenelon, and his Succeſſor, to engage them in a Neutrality, 
to which they ſhewed at once an Inclination and a Reluc- 
tance. The former was the Effects of the true Spirit of their 
Government, which was to take Care of themſelves, and let 
venat would become cf the reſt of the World; the latter pro- 
cceded from their Fear, tor it was now evident enough tht 
the People abhorred fo diſhonourable a Meaſure, and were in- 
cluzed to Baaud any thing, rather than fink into fo ſhametul a 
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ate of Dependence on that Power, which of all others they 
nad moſt Reaſon to tear. 

To bring the Matter thercfore to fome Iſſue, -the French 
Court took the Reſolution of making uſe of Force, and this 
induced them to transfer the War into the Low Countries, and 
to attack the Barrier, which certainly was no Part of their 
original Deſign, and which neither could, nor did contribute 


much to the facilitating their Views, In this Invaſion they 


had all the Succeſs they could deſire in the Field, but none at 
all in the great Point of the Neutrality, Which by this Time 
was become more difficult, and more dangerous for theſe great 
Stateſmen to undertake ; ſince their Syſtem was now tho- 
roughly manifeſt, and from the ſtrange Manner in which 
the War had been conducted, their Forces ſo much weakened, 
that they were as little able to impoſe by Violence upon their 
Subjects, as to oppoſe their Lnemies. In the mean time, the 
Length of the War grew infupportable to the French, and 
they found themſelves under an abſolute Neceſſity of coming 
to E ies and trying what might be done by falling up- 
on the Territories of the States, which hitherto had been re- 
ſpected. There is but too much Cauſe to believe, that this 
was not altogether unforeſcen in Hand; and the French Ge- 
nerals, from the natural Inſolence and Impetuoſity of that Na- 
tion, made ſo little a Secret of the Expectations of their Court, 
when they fell upon Dureh Flanders, that the Populace, who 
had long before opened their Eyes, were tempted by Deſpair 
to open their Mouths too, and to declare in plain "Terms a- 
gainſt that Government, which either by Connivance or Con- 
trivance had ſacrificed them. 

The only Expedient they could have recourſe to, was ſet- 
ting up his Serene Highneſs the Prince of Crange and Naſſar 
for Stadtholder; and therefore there is no Kind of Wonder, 
that they had recourſe to it. But however the Spirits of the 
Nation were ſunk to ſuch a Degree, that whatever Figure 
the Mobs might make, that brought this important Event about, 
in our Gazettes, I can afirm that they were in themſelves 
very inconſiderable, and that two or three good Troops of 
Horſe might have diſperſed them with great Eaſe. The Rea- 
der muſt have a Care of conceiving from hence, that thoſe 
ho wiſhed well to this Revolution were only the Dregs of 
the People, for there is nothing leſs true; but thoſe who wiſh- 
ed well to it, contented themfſuives with thoſe Wiſhes, and 
were airaid to give any publick Signs of their Satisfaction till 
became dangerous not ig de it; and then ſeeing the Strengt- 
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of their own Party, they were amazed it had not been brought 


about long before. Vet they ſuffered themſelves to be impoſed 
upon by Appearances, and to believe, that the Facility with 
which this great Change had been inſtantaneouſly produced, was 
a good Omen of its proving as effectual as they could defire 
it; and therefore either from a Return of Indolence, or an 
unreaſonable Timidity of acting againſt thoſe to whom th 
had ſo long ſubmitted, they Jef the Accompliſhment of this 
great Work to the Populace who had begun it. Accordingly 
the Prince was declared Stadtholder of the Union, x 235 1747. 
It is very certain, that if theſe poor People had known as 
well how to go about their Affairs, as they knew what they 
would have been at, they would have performed the whole 
Bufineſs of a Reformation to a Miracle ; and as it was, they pro- 
cured thoſe Reſolutions which have been the Baſis of all that 
has been done ſince, and which will in the End become the 
fundamental Principles of the Belgic Liberty, either by a Re- 
ſtoration of the old Conſtitution, or the conſtructing it a- new. 
But how upright ſoever their Intentions might be, the boi- 
ſterous Manner in which they purſued them, was manifeſtly 
inconſiſtent with any Kind of —— and therefore in- 
ſtead of countenancing them, the Prince Stadtholder found 
himſelf under a Necciſity of reſtraining them. Ibis very 
neceflary Step had two very unlucky Conſequences ; the fill, 


that it encouraged the fallen Party to form new Schemes ; and 


the next, that it not only damped the Spirits of the Populace, 
but induced thoſe who ſecretly approved their Proceedings, to 
ſuſpect that Things would take another new Turn, and that 
the old Faction would avail themſelves of the Stadtholder's Au- 
thority. Theſe Notions floating in People's Heads, produccd 
for ſome Lime a Confuſion that no Words can deſcribe, and 
of which it is impoſſible that any ſhould form an Idea, except 
thoſe who ſaw and obſerved its Effects. By Degrees all Ranks 
of People returned to their original Sentiments, the Patrons 
ot the old Syſtem found themſelves rather frighted than hurt, 
they were till in the quiet Poſſeſſion not only of their pri- 
vate Fortunes, but oft their Poſts in the Government, and 
this tempted them to make their utmoſt Efforts to procure 
tuch a Countenance to. their former Proceedings, as might 
make it appear both at home and abroad, that what they di 
was with the Conſent of the Nation. While they had th: 
great Point in View, they forgot the Promiſes which they |: 


made the People in the Beginning of the Year, and to the 
Perturnatice of which they expccicd it would be imndfuls 
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to tall them, on the Score of a very dangerous Diſtemper, with 
which his Serene Highneſs was then afflicted, the Iſſue of which 

being very doubtful, kept the Hopes of ſome, and the Fears of 
others in ſuſpenſe, by which, as the domeſtick Oeconomy of the 

Renublick ſuffered exceedingly, ſo it is to be feared the com- 

mon Cauſe met with irreparable Damage, by the neglect of a 
War, as important in its Conſequences, as in its Nature it was 
juſt and neceſſary. | -1 


Human 14 be compared to the Image of Jams, ſave 


the Eyes in the Head that look backward, being infinitely better 

than thoſe that reſpect preſent or future Events. It is very cer- 

tain that good Patriots at this JunEture, were under violent Ap- 

prehenſions, and I dare ſay there was not a ſingle Man in Hal- 

land, that foreſaw the Conſcquences of this dull and indolent 
Supineneſs, at a Seaſon that required the utmoſt Activity, as well 
as the greateſt Circumſpection. It had, however, good Effects; 
for the People's Patience being quite wore out, and no Sign of 
the Performance of what had been promiſed them, they reſumed 
the Work of Reformation, and reſolved to demoliſh the Farms. 
When once this Humour broke out, it ſpread like Wildfire. 
Publicans were ever hated in all Countries, and by all Nations; 
that is, thoſe who ſpoil their Neighbours under Colour of ex- 
ecuting the Laws, but in reality to enrich themſelves. This 
was plainly and undeniably the Caſe of the Farmers, from the 
greateſt to the leaſt ; and whatever Authority they might derive 
from the Laws, there is no doubt that their Inſolence, their Lux - 
ury, and their Profuſton was their own; and for theſe they were 
moſt juſtly puniſhed. 

One would have imagined that the ſhorteſt and moſt natural 
Way of putting a ſtop to theſe Diſorders, had been to have com- 
pled with the Promises made to the People in the Month of Ja- 
mary; and this was the very Method to which the Magi- 
ſtrates in ſome Cities were inclined to have recourſe; but 
the Lovers of the old Syſtem, who could not bear the thoughts 
of loſing the Farms and the Farmers, which afforded at once 
a large Revenue, and a numerous Militia, interpoſed, cancelled 
the publick Acts of thoſe Magiſtrates, and endeavourcd to 
maintain, as eſſential to the Government, what was become an 
inſupportable Burthen upon the People ; towards which they 
made a very free Uſe of his Serene Highneſs's Name, endeavour- 
ing to entrench their own Meaſures behind his Titles. This, tho? 
well contrived, proved but a very feeble Expedient. Weak and 
infirm as his Highneſs was, he ſhewed the true Spirit, and ge- 
ucrous Reſolution of his illuſtrious Family; he came in 7 * 
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fon and offered that Propofition, which pave new Life to th. 
Ropublick, by fhewing the Plan upon which he meant to pro- 
cced, and that he was in Earneſt reſolved to put the Govery. 
ment upon its old and right Foundation, the Love, the Fide. 
lity, and Confidence of all its Subjects. 

His Highnefs's ſubſequent Behaviour, in regard to the Tumults 
at Amſterdam, the Pains taken to fatisfy the People of Fyiez- 
land and Graningen, his Care in reference to the Diſturbances 
at Leyden, his being content to undergo the Fatigue of holding 
the ſupreme Direction of Affairs belonging to the Eaft-In- 
dia Company, and difcharging it in ſuch a manner, as to ex- 
cite a Defire in the Proprietors of the I n.-India Company to 
veſt the like Meafure of Authority in his Hands, plainly 
prove that he inherits the Virtues and great „ ee of his 
illuſtrious Houfe, and ſeems to be raiſed up by Providence to 
deliver the Republick from the Jaws of Corruption (a Mon- 
iter leſs hidcous indeed, but more ſubtle, and to the full as inexo- 
rable as T'yranny herſelf) by his Wiſdom and Virtue. When Or— 
der ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed, Credit reſtored, the naval Power of the 
States revived, a permanent Spirit of Patriotiſm excited, 
and the Majeſty of the Republick recovered to her ancient 
Splendor, we ſhall fee Things take a new turn in Err, and 
the States General as much revered and eſteemed at the Cloſe, as 
they were at the Beginning of the preſent Century. 

All the ſenſible and difinterefted Part of the Dateh Nation, 
are by this Time convinced, that the Notion of a perfect Demo- 
cracy, and a Form of Government founded on an Equality of 
Wealth and Power, is mere Deluſion, invented and preached up 
by ſuch, as mean to poſſeſs themſelves of as much of both as 
they can poſſibly graſp, and then cover themſelves and their 
Ailoctates with the ſpecious Title of the Rulers of a free 
People, when they arc in Fact no more than Leaders of a cer- 
tain Faction. The Nation muſt be ſatisfied from Experience, 
that ſuch a Regimen as this, participates cf both Extreams, of 
Tyranny and Anarchy; inclining to the former in a Seaſon of 
full Peace, and declining towards the lattcr in a time of Trou- 
ble. The Dutch Nation muſt by this Time apprchend, that 
the only natural Poize in their Conſtitution is the Power ot a 
Stadtholder ; in whom an exceſs of Authority can never be 
apprehended, while that innate Love of Liberty, for which 
they have been ever famous, continues to glow in their Bo- 
ſoms, and whoſe Authority will by Degrees extinguiſh thoſe 
Attempts, chat crafty and ſeditious Men may inſpire their Toots 
ta make, in order to create freſh Confuſtons. Harmony a 
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perfection are the Works of Time, as well as Wiſdom, an! 
the Continuance of Peace, will without Doubt bring them to 
that Maturity; which will effectually reſtore the domeſtick o::.te 
of their Affairs. 

As to the foreign Intereſts of this Republick, they conſiſt in 
living upon good Perms with their Neighbours; in the ſtriét 

rformance of Treaties, and in the maintenance of the Ballance 
of Power. A good Correſpondence with their Neighbours, is 
an eſſential Point of Policy with reſpect to this State, becauſe 
the chief Dependance of Her Subjects is on Commerce, which is 
incompatible with an unſettled State of Things. This Maxim 
however muſt not be adhered to, without due Deferehce for 
the other two, ſince Peace, like Gold may be bought too dear, 
and nothing can be ſo prejudicial to Commerce, as to make it a 


pretence fer betraying the Dignity, and ſinking the Credit of 


the State; by which it muſt be in Time weakened, and in the 
End loſt. Alliances and Treaties of 4 defenſive Nature, are to 
be made with great Deliberation, but are ſacred when once 
concluded, and muſt be at all Events fulfilled, that the Repub- 
lick may have a clear Title to the Aſſiſtance of her Allies, when- 
ever her Circumſtances may require it. But that Peace may 
produce thoſe Fruits that are expected from it, that the Endea- 
vours of the Republick may prove ſucceſsful in the Cauſe of her 
Friends, and that her Allies may never be deterred from com- 
plying with their Engagements in her Favour, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary that the Balance ſhould be preſerved. For this Max- 
im, as it gave Being to the Republick, which was ſupported in 
its Infancy, in order to leſſen th: exorbitant Power of Spain; 
ſo if ever the Ballance ſhould be oft, it is ſure to feel the bad 
Effects of it firſt, and in the moſt miminent Degree. As theſe 
are Truths, which may be demonitrated from Reaſon, ſo they 
have been more than once juſtified by Experience, ſince the 
Affairs of Europe were never at a Criſis in this Reſpect, but 
thoſe of the United Provinces were in the utmoſt Danger, as the 
Reader has already ſeen, from a Deduction of Facts. 

In the North, it is apparently the Intereſt of Holland to ſup- 
port the Independency of the ſeveral Powers in that Part of 
Europe: Her wiſeſt Stateſmen have always maintained this, 
and when her Affairs have been beſt managed, ſhe has acted 
accordingly, Her Fleets have more than once ſecured the 
Kingdom of Denmark from being totally overwhelm'd ; and 


the has frequently felt in Return, the good Effects of her wiſe 


and laudable Concern for the Danes. At the Cloſe of the laſt 
Century, ſhe joined with Great Britain in ſending a Fleet 
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under the Command of Sir George Ryoke, to the Aſſiſtance 57 
the Swedes, upon which Occaſion ſhe acted againſt the Danes; 
and this too was a wiſe and prudent Meaſure, which anſwered 
very effectually the End it was calculated to anſwer, and pre- 
vented that Deſign from taking Effect; which was contrived to 
weaken, if not to ſubvert the Ballance in the North, which 
can never ſuffer, but the Commerce of Holland muſt ſuffer like- 
wiſe. | 

It is impoſſible to reflect on the*Situation of the Territories 
of the Republick, without perceiving how great an Intereſt ſhe 
has in preſerving the Balance between the Houſes of Auſtria 
and Bourbon, and of what importance it is to her Safety, 
as well as Proſperity, that the former ſhould not be oppreſſed. 
She is likewiſe obliged to have a conſtant Attention to the 
Princes of Germany, who on the other Side have very pow- 
erful Reaſons to live upon good Terms with her; and when 
her Affairs require it, to yield her any Afliſtance that ſhe 
wants. But above all, ſhe is bound to maintain a perfect 
Friendſhip with his Pruſſian Majeſty, as well on account of 
the vaſt acceſſion of Power, which that Monarch has obtain- 
ed, as his being her near Neighbour, in Conſequence of having 
Part of Guelderland yielded to him by the Ixreaty of Utrecht; 
the Dutchy of Cleues, by his Treaty of Partition with the 
Elector Palatine ; the Diſtricts that fell to him as joint Heir 
of King William III; and the Principality of Eaft Friezlard, 
which is acquired by the Extinction of the Line of its ancient 
Princes. With all theſe Powers, the Republick is under En- 
gazements by ſolemn Treaties, and it is by an exact Perfor- 
mance of theſe, that ſhe muſt maintain her Rank, her Re- 
putation, and the Benefits which reſult to her Subjects, from 
the Conſtitution of her Government; which in Virtue of 
thoſe Treaties, all theſe Powers are bound to maintain. 

In reference to the Ballance in Itah, ſhe has alſo conſiderable 
Intereſt ; reſulting from the large Share of Commerce which 
her Subjects enjoy in the Mediterranean and the Levant, and 
which will always depend on the preſerving the Indepen- 
dance of the Princes and States, in that Part of Europe; fo 
that ſhe is bound to promote that, as far as in her lies; 
and in Times paſt, has ſhewn a due regard to this Obligation. 
She has beſides, ſome particular Engagements with the SI 
Canton, and their Allies; and has for a long Courſe of Yezrs, 
had a conſiderable Corps of their Infantry in her Servicc, who 
with great Courage and Fidelity have fought in ſupport of 
her Liberties, Whenever they were in Danger. 1 
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Laſtly, there is nothing clearer, than that it is her true In- 
tereſt to live in perfect Harmony with Great Britain; in as 
much as both Countries have ane" þ reaped the greateſt 
Advantages, when this Union has ſubſiſted; and have both felt 
the bad Effects of being ſet at Variance, and employing their 
maritime Forces againſt each other, through the Intrigues of 
their common Enemies. It is indeed true, that each of theſe 
Powers have an equal Intereſt in Commerce; but while they 
live upon good Terms, and conſult their reſpective Intereſts 
only, they can without any Difficulty regulate the Views of 
their Subſects, ſo as to prevent their Claſhing with each other, 
and for the common Benefit of both, which in the preſent 
Situation of Things, is far eaficr than in former Limes; and 
perhaps too of greater Conſequence than ever, conſidering the 
new Schemes that are every Day formed, and forming in 
different Parts of Europe, with a Tendency equally Prejudi- 
cial to the Trade of both, 


CHAP. XV, 


Of the true Intereſt of Great Britain, with re- 
27 to the other Powers of Europe. 
ſpe 


HE gradual Changes that have happened in the Circum- 
ſtances of this Nation, may be very rationally ſuppoſed 

to have had a ſtrong Influence upon its Intereſts, and yet this 
does not ſeem to have been ſufficiently conſidered ; tor if it 
had, we ſhould ſcarce find ſo many People as there really are, 
who adhere to the old Notions laid down by ſome of our 
Patriots in the Beginning of the laſt Century, that the true 
Intereſt of this Nation conſiſts in keeping their Affairs as diſ- 
tinct from thoſe of the Continent, as their Country is removed 
from it by Nature, who by ſurrounding it with the Sea, ſeems 
to have made it a World by itſelf It muſt be confeſſed, that 
many plaukble Things have been advanced in Support of this 
Doctrine, as well as great Authorities alledged, more eſpecial- 
ly that of the learned Antiquary Sir Robert Cotton, who wrote 
a Treatiſe to this Purpoſe in the Reign of King James 1 
with a View of convincing Henry Prince of Wales, that he 
ought not to pay any Reſpect to the Arguments which had 
been inſinuated to him, againſt the pacifick Meaſures that 
| K k 2 were 


[ 500 ] 


were then in Faſhion, but ought to regad whatever was 
ſaid of foreign Waits, and foreign Acc uiſitions, as Calci 
lated] to p.ratity th. Spirit of ambitious f en, at the Expence 
ot their Country; which had been often exhauſted, by 
never received any real Benefit from fuch Kind of Uxpe— 
ditions, as he undertgok to ſhew from Hiſtory and Records. 

But whatever I ruth there might be in this Doqrine, as it is 
laid down by him, and how well foever it might be lupport- 
ei by the Inſtances which he has produced, it has nothing to 
do with the prefent State of our Affairs, and the only Ute 
that can be made of it, is ſa far to examine it, as that we 
may be convinced of the ruth of this Obſervation. "The 
Expeditions made by our ancient Princes for the Maintenance 
of the Countries they poſlefied in France, or in Support of their 
Chaim to that Crown, might very probably impoveriſh this 
Nation, attd how much focever their Succeſles might enlaype 
the Power, or exalt the Glory of thoſe Monarchs, they might 
be far enough from being uſctul to their Subjects. It le how- 
ever very poſhble that they might be in ſome meaſure necet— 
dary, as our Conſtitution then ſtood z and we ſhall have the 
more Reaſon to credit this, it we confider that ſuch of our 
Princes were always moſt popular at home, as made themſelves 
renowned by their victorious Arms abroad, and that fuch as 
purſued a contrary Conduct, were very ſeldom free from do- 
meſtick Infurretions, or foreign "Me" A 

he only Objections that can be raiſed to this Poſition, 
muſt be taken from the Conduct of Howy VII. who was in. 
deed a very wiſe Prince, and yet is reported to have meddled 
leſs with foreign Affairs than moſt of his Predeceflors. Vet 
upon a more ſtrict Examination it will be found, that his 
Happineſs reſulted chiefly, not from the confining his Cares 
entirely to his own Dominions, but from his ptudent Ma- 
nagement of that Share he thought proper to take in the 
Tranſactions of the Continent. It has been thought, that as 
a true Politician he ſhould have prevented the French Ning 
from annexing, the Dutchy of Bretagne to his Crown, but it 
does not appear that this was at all in his Power, He 
made Uſe, however, of the Jealouſy which the Nation con. 
ceived upon this great Acceftion to the eue Power, ane 
actually engaged in a War againſt France, for the Profecu 
tion of which he had vaſt Supplies granted him by Pailia 
ment, Yet he did not aiter all this carry on that War in the 
Manner that was expected, but contented himtelf with mak 
ing, from the "Terror of his Arms, a Peace upon very ad 
N Vantage 


by 
£ 
E 


8 8 . A of IN - 8 — oy 


ͤ—— 2 — 


( 501 ! 


vantapeous "Terms, that laſted during his Lite, by which he 
tccuted to hunſelf an annual Tribute from two Froch Mos 
narchs ſuccethvely, and which left them at full Liberty to 
purſue their Deſigns in {taly, that exhauſted their Treatures, 
and weakened their Forces as much as a War with Ergland 
would have done, and proved conſequently more to his Ad. 
vantage. He took Care likewiſe during that Peace this Mea- 
ſure procured, to enter into a {trict Alliance with the Houle 
of Auftria, which was a very 4 on Connechon at that Lime, 
cemented that Alliance by a Marriage, and married his own 
Daughter to the King of Scots, which, as he forclaw, united 
in Proceſs of Time the whole Iſland into one Kingdom. The 
true Inference therefore from his Conduct is this, that the 
intermeddling more or leſs with the Aﬀairs of the Continent, 
is right or wrong, according to the Judgment the Prince who 
intermeddles forms of the Situation and Circumſtances of 
Things. 

The Figure that Cent Britain makes at preſent in Enrope, 
ariſes from her being in a Situation very difterent from that 
ſhe held in "Times paſt, but we owe our preſent Greatneſs to 
Maxims very. diflerent from that of neglecting every thing 
that palles without the Bounds of our own Iſland, "The 
wile Queen Elrzabeth, who laid the Foundation of that 
Wealth and Power which we now pofleſs, acted upon quito 
different Principles, and was fo far trom paying, no Attention 
to forcign Aﬀairs, that it plainly appears they were never ſa 
well er or 3 as in her Lime. She it was that 
prevented Pb4/ip II. from accompliſhing his Scheme of uni— 
verſal Empire, not barely by providing for the Security of 
ler Dominions at home, but by em loying, both Moncy and 
Men to occupy him with perpetual Divertons abroad, She 
prevented Hauer from becoming a Provinee to Spar, which 
muſt have been fatal to the Liberties of Eurepe ; and the at- 
torded that Afliſtance to the States of the United Provinces, 
that enabled them to become an independent Republick, which 
has in ſucceeding Limes contributed ſo much to preſerve the In. 
dependence of the European Powers againlt the ambitious Vicus 
of the Houſe of Bourbon. 

It is true that ſhe likewiſe promoted the Navigation and 
Commerce of her Subjects, opened a Paſlage for them into 
both the Julien, and excited that Spirit which afterwards in- 
duced us to make Settlements in the molt diſtant Parts of the 
Globe; and by a wiſe and happy Conjunction of our I abours 
vg thivrg and at home, at once extended our \Wealth and 
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Power, without the leaſt Diminution of our People, contrary to 
the Effects of Plantations made from other Countries, which 
have ſuffered at home, by aggrandizing themſelves abroad ; 
whereas our Power at home is conſtantly augmented, in Pro- 
portion to the Advantages derived from our Settlements abroad; 
and to this Circulation of our Commerce it is in reality owe. 
ing, that our Strength is ſo much greater, our Lands ſo much 
n ore valuable, and our intrinſic Wealth ſo much increaſed, 
as it is fince that Time; and this, in ſpite of long Wars, and 
«ther intervening Accidents, not at all favourable to our In- 
tereſts., t 
This may look like a Paradox to ſome, and there may be 
others who perhaps will regard it as a Thing taken upon I ruſt. 
Hut in reality the Facts are abſolutely certain, and it is to the 
wonderful Growth af our Plantations that we owe the Strength 
and Populoufneſs of this Iſland, which could never otherwiſe have 
attained its preſent Condition. A very little Attention will 
make this plain. The Commodities and Manufactures of any 
Country have a certain Limit, beyond which it is impoſlible 
they ſhould extend without an Alteration of Circumſtances, that 
is to ſay, when they are carried fo high, as that no new Markets 
are to be found, domeſtick Induſtry can proceed no farther, 
Now it is owing to our Colonies, that hitherto we have not 
been yery ſenſible of this Truth ; for the People eſtabliſhed 
there, from a Variety of Cauſes, into which I have not Room 
to enter at preſent, take off much greater Quantities of our 
Commodities and Manufactures, than if they had remained at 
home. So that one of our Countrymen eſtabliſhed in America, 
finds full Employment for ſeveral Hands here; and as full Em- 
ployment will always draw People, it plainly follows from 
thence, that our Settlements abroad muſt increaſe the Number 
of People at home. As this Method of arguing ſhews the 
Reaſon of the Thing, ſo the Truth of it may be likewiſe de- 
monſtrated from Experience. It is certain, that the Number 
of People in the City of London is about five times as great as 
at the Death of Queen Elizabeth; and tho? it cannot be ſup- 
poſed, that the Number of People in this Iſland hath increaſed 
in the ſame Propertion, yet it is certain that they have very 
much increaſed, as is apparent from the Growth of other great 
Cities, the ſwelling of ſmall Villages into large Towns, and the 
raiſing on our Coaſts of many new Sea Ports. It may indeed 
be objected, that if Reople remove out of the Country into 
reat Towns, this augments the Number of their Inhabitants, 
not that of the Nation, but then the Fact muſt be proved, 


. 
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which is a Thing impoſſible, for ſuch as dwell in great Towns | 


conſume a larger Quantity of Proviſions, and all other Neccſ- 
ſaries, than ſuch as live ſcattered up and down the Country- 
they muſt conſequently bè ſupplied with theſe, and therefore the 
Growth of Towns muſt increaſe the Number of People in the 
Country about them. Thus the farther we trace this Matter, 
the clearer and the more certain it appears, and therefore what 
is deduced from it cannot be rationally called in queſtion. 

We may from hence likewiſe diſcern how the other Parts 
of the Britiſh Dominions have alſo increaſed in the Number 
of their Inhabitants, as well as England, and have reaped a 
proportionable Benefit from ſo happy a Change in their Cir- 
cumſtances, which as it demonſtrates how much they owe to 
that excellent Conſtitution under which they live, ſo it is like- 


wiſe an evident Proof that it is the Intereſt, and ought x0 be 


the Care of ſuch as are intruſted with the Adminiſtration of 
the Government, to ſee that every Part of the Britiſb Empire en- 
joys to the full the Advantages derived from the Laws, and 
that glorious Freedom which is the Reſult of their being main- 
tained in full Vigour. The Subjects as well as the Soil are ever 
to be taken into our Notion of the Britiſb Empire, and as Obe- 
dience is expected from ſuch as are ever ſo remote, as well as 
thoſe who are near the Center of Government, ſo they are en- 
titled to the ſame Protection and Encouragement, which while 
they receive, there is no doubt that our Affairs will continue 
in a flouriſhing Condition, and the Fears which many have 
entertained, that ſome of our diſtant Colonies may ſome time 
or other throw off their Obedience to their Mother Country, 
will be but Dreams and Vapours ; for in the Body politick, as 
in the natural Body, while the vital Parts are ſtrong and ſound, 
the Circulation will be every where briſk and lively, and the 
Effects of it perfectly felt, to its very Extremitics. In Theory 
this looks very fair and probable, but it is our peculiar Feli- 
cilys that through the Picty, Virtue, and Wiſdom of our An- 
rs, we know that this may be, and is reduced to Praftice. 
We need only look into the State of our Affairs at preſent, 
compare them with what they were in times paſt, and reflect 
on the Manner in which theſe Alterations have happened, ta 
be convinced this is all 1 and not Viſion, 
It is the maintaining the Brit; Empire in this Situation, 


and thereby providing for the Happineſs of this Nation, that 


i I faid ought to be the ſole point of View to our Stateſmen 
and Patriots, as of old amang the Greeks and Romans. Our 
Conſtitution like theirs is of a mixt Nature, but one may with- 
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out Partiality or Vanity affirm, that it is more happily com- 
pounded, ſo that Majeſty and Liberty treſpaſs not at all upon 
each other, the Prerogative of the Prince being without reſtraint, 
where it may be exerted for his Subject's Good, and the Para- 
mount Prerogative, being this, that the Crown can do no hurt 
at all. It is moſt evident therefore, that at this Day our Prin- 
ces can have no Temptation to enterprize Wars of Conqueſt 
as in former Times ; fo that a true Spirit of Patriotiſm can 
never be ſhewn, in oppoſing Projects that will never be ſet on 
foot; and in this lies our great Happineſs, that having no 
Views or Pretenſions upon our Neighbours, there is no ſolid, 
indeed not ſo much as à plauſible Ground for us to hate them, 
or they us. This is the true fundamental Principle of our Po- 
licy; that in Reſpect to the Affairs of the Cantinent, we are 
not to be governed by any of thoſe temporary or acciden- 
tal Conveniencies, which very often, and that juſtly too, paſs 
for Reaſons of State in other Kingdoms; but by this ſingle 
Rule, of their acting in Conſormity to our national Intereſts, 
ſo far as is conſiſtent with their own. 

There is a Diſtinction often made, chiefly by Foreigners, 
hetween the Intereſt and the Commerce of Great Britain; but 
in reality this is a Diſtinction without a Difference; for the 
Intereſt and the Commerce of the Britih Empire are ſo inſe- 
parably united, that they may be very well conſidered as one 
and the fame. For Commerce is that tie, by which the ſeveral, 
and even the moſt diſtant Parts of this Empire, are connected 
and kept together, ſo as to be rendred Parts of the ſame whole, 
and to receive not only Countenance and Protection, but Warmth 
and Nouriſhment from the vital Parts of our Government 
of which, if I may be indulged fo figurative an Expreſſion, 
bur Monarchy is the Head, and our Liberty the Soul. What- 
ever therefore aſſiſts, promotes, and extends our Commerce, 
is conſiſtent with our Intereſt, and whatever weakens, im- 
pairs, or circumſcribes it, is repugnant thereto. We may 
eaſily, conſidering Things in this light, (and if we conſider 
them in any other, we ſhall deceive ourſelves) derive from- 
thence a true Notion of the Intereſt of Great Britain, with re 
ſpect to the other Powers of Eurepe; and be able to judg 
when that Intereſt is really purſued, and whep it is either 
neglegted or abandoned. of 

The firſt Point dictated by our Intereſt, is the main- 
taining others in their Rights, or to make uſe of a more 
known Term, to ſupport the Independency of the Powers 
of Europe; becauſe the engroſſing, ſubjecting, or ſubdu- 
ing ſeveral Countries under ons RN naturally and 
8 | * 
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even neceſſarily contributes to leſſen the Number of Inhabi- 
tants, to extinguiſh Induſtry amongſt them, and conſequently 
to enfeeble and impoyeriſh them, which muſt be detrimental 
to us, if we correſpond or trade with them. Another Point 
is, the ſtipulating with forcign Nations proper Terms of Se- 
curity, Indulgence, and Reſpect for our Subjects, and for the 
Effects which from time to time they ſhall carry into thoſe 
Countries, in return for which we muſt covenant on our 
Parts, to do and perform what ſhall be thought reaſonable. 
When theſe kind of Alliances are made with due Delibera- 
tion, they become ſacred Ties with reſpect to us, and we are 
bound to fulfil them punctually, ſo that whatever different 
Form Appearances may wear, the true Intereſt of Great Br:- 
tain is elways to comply exactly with her Treatics. 

A third Rule is, to reſent Wrongs done us, vigoroully 
and without delay, more eſpecially where jt is in our Power 
to do it, by employing our maritime Force, fince in this 
Caſe it anſwers a double End; firſt, it redrefſes the Miſ- 
chief, . whatever it is, for the preſent; and next, it raiſes our 
Reputation for the future. We ought likewiſe to be ready 
to aſſiſt any Nation that is unjuſtly attacked, or in any Dan- 
gee of being oppreſſed, that it may be ſeen we arc true Lo- 
vers of Freedom, and are as unwilling to behold the Necks of 
others put under a Yoke, as to ſubmit our own. "Theſe Rules 
conſtantly attended to, are ſufficient to keep us upon good 
Terms with all the World, and to make it the Intercit of 
every Potentate and State in Europe, to court as well as to 
reſpect our Friendſhip ; which ought to be freely beſtowed, 
and not either purchaſed or proſtituted. It may ſome- 


times happen, that a ſtrict Compliance with theſe Rulcs will 


interfere with ſome Branch or other of our Commerce ; nei- 
ther in ſuch a Caſe muſt that be regarded, for it is not this 
or that particular Branch of Commerce, which coincides with 
the eral Intereft of this Nation, but the whole Circle of 
our Commerce ; and therefore there is nothing abſurd or con- 
tradictory in affirming, that the Whole — take place of 
a Part, any more than it is ridiculous to affirm, that what- 
ever reſpects the Intereſt of a Nation, becomes worthy the 
Concern of a Monarch, let its Nature be what it will. And 
therefore 2 are in an Error, who think the Royal Charac- 
ter any way leſſened, by being obliged to attend to Trade, a 
Thing already 3 in many Parts of Europe, and 
which by Degrees will be found true in all; to which let me 
add another Truth, that Trade is a mean and inconſiderable 
Thing, in thoſe Countries only where this Error ſtill prevails. 
os ; It 
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It appears in ſome meaſure from our Hiſtory, and much more 
from our Records, that we have always intereſted ourſelves ver 
much in the Affairs of the North. Our old Treaties wth 
Sweden, Denmark, and Poland, ſpeak this plainly, and our Al- 
liances with Ruſſia are elder than thoſe of moſt other Powers. 
We have, as Occaſion required, acted either as Mediators or 
Allies, in favour of all theſe Powers. "The Swedes in particu- 
lar have been frequently indebted to us for Aſſiſtance, and in 
the laſt Century, they detached themſelves in a great meaſure 
from the Intereſts of France, for the ſake of our Friendſhip, 
which was a Meaſure very beneficial to all Europe. Ac preſent 
we are cloſely connected with Rrnffia, and with very good 
Reaſon ; neither can our Alliance ever be lighted by the Nor- 
thern Potentates, while the Baltick remains open to our Fleets, 
that is, while we remain a maritime Power. This Conſidera- 
tion, joined to thoſe important Points beforementioned, will 
always hinder us from entering into improper or inconſiſtent 
Freaties, cannot fail of keeping up our Reputation in this part 
of the World, and conſequently preſerving that Reſpect to thoſe 
Privileges, and that Attention to our Demands, which the 
Situation either of our Affairs or of theirs may require. For as 
we can never have any Intereſt ſuperior to, or inconſiſtent with 
the Care of the Ballance in the North, ſo that muſt alſo re- 
main the great Obje& of all the Potentates there, and is not 
likely therefore to ſuffer * great Alteration within the Com- 

aſs of that Period, to which human Foreſight, or human 
Policy can extend. 

As to the Affairs of the German Empire in general, and of 
the ſeveral Princes in particular, we have always maintained 2 
fair Correſpondence with them, and manifeſted when it was 
neceſſary, a juſt Concern for their Liberties ; the ſame Conduct 
will be ever incumbent upon us, ſo long as we preſerve a 
Reſpect for the Proteſtant Religion, and for that great Princi- 
ple of Independence, which has been no where cultivated fo 
much as in Germany, and where it ſtill continues to make a 
conſiderable Figure. It has been thought alſo, the Intereſt of 
this Nation, to ſhew an extraordinary Zeal in favour of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, notwithſtanding the Rectitude of that Mea- 
ſure hath been at diffcrent times controverted, if I miſtake 
not, by both Parties. It is indeed true, that in reference to our 
Commerce, we have leſs Connection with the Houſe of Auftria, 
than with many, I may ſay with moſt of the great Powers in 
Europe; as alſo, that we have ſupported her in times paſt, 


at a very large Expence to ourſelves, without any N 


. 507 | 

View of reaping any immediate Advantage, from the Effects 
of thoſe Subſidies, which were ſo liberally granted. To this 
jt has been added, that by this wonderful Attachment, we 
have 82 promoted the e and Influence of that Houſe 
over the Germanich Body, which how uſcſul ſocver it might 
be to the Sovereigns of that illuſtrious Family, might turn 
in ſome meaſure to our Prejudice, as it could not fail of giv- 
ing Offence to many of the Princes in Germany, who for 
that very Reaſon had recourſe to another Power, at a Time 
when if we had dealt more equally, they would have rclicd 
ſolely upon us, 

But notwithſtanding all this, if we conſider that the Houſe 
of Auſtria is on one Side the great Bulwatk of Chriſten- 
dom agair.ſt the Turks, and on the other, the natural Ballance 
againſt France, and alſo a near Neighbour to us in Part of 
her Dominions, it is no Wonder at all, but rather an Honour 
to us, that we have ſo cloſely adhered to our Engagements. 
In ſupporting that auguſt Family in three ſeveral Wars, we 
juſtified our Fidelity to our Treatics, which in itſcif is a 
Foint ever of the higheſt Conſequence, as it is a Kind of na- 
tional Honour, which once loſt can hardly ever be regained, 
As to the Judgments of Parties, they are not always to be 
relied upon, but if they were, it would be no difficult Thing 
to ſhew, that all Parties have in their Turns approved this 
Meaſure, which when prudently purſued, is certainly right; 
and tho? immediate Advantages may not ſpring frem it, yet 
if there be no other Way than this of ſupporting the general 
Balance of Power, and maintaining that Independence which 
is the primary Point in our foreign Syſtem, we acted well 
and wiſely in ſuſtaining it ; neither could any Offence be 
juſtly taken at this by any of the German States, ſince if they 
had conſidered it in a true Light, it was as much their Intc- 
reſt as ours; and many Inſtances might be produced to prove, 
that they have injured and weakened themſelves by a con- 
trary Conduct. If indeed our Partiality to the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria had ever carried us into the Breach of "Treaties with 
other Powers,or put us upon ſupporting the ambitious Schemes of 
that Houſe, or any other Houſe, to the Prejudice of their Neigh- 
bours, the Charge would be juſt, and the Adminiſtration 
culpable that had led us into thoſe Meaſures, | 
An inveterate Hatred, or a perpetual Oppoſition to France, 
is a Maxim that never was laid down by any wiſe Eng 
Miniſter, and ought never to be received or countenanced. In 
Queen Elizaletis Time we aſſiſted the preſent reigning Fa- 
| mily, 
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mily, and Medals were ſtruck with the Arms of England, Fran, 
and Holland, as Powers whoſe Intereſts were thoroughly unitcd, 
and ſo at that Time they were; and our Regard for the Frey,;, 
as well founded then, as that which we teſtify for the Hou. 
of Auſtria is now. But args | at e when our 
Conduct ought to have changed, we miſtook our Meaſures, 
and Cromwell, by embracing the Intereſts of that Crown, faci- 
litated the Execution of Schemes that have been ſince ſo 
detrimental to Europe in general, and this Nation in parti- 
cular. The Miſtake was quickly diſcerned, but not ſo ſoon 
rectified; on the contrary, two of our Princes perſiſted in that 
Miſtake, as well againſt the Intereſt, as againſt the Voice of 
the Nation. When we recovered from our Error, we found 
it very difficult to retrieve what had been loſt oy, Bs ill Con- 
duct; we managed a long and very expenſive War with little 
apparent Succeſs, but this War however weakened, and wore 
out the Strength of France ſo much, as to make Way for 
the glorious Victories that were obtained in that which quick! 

ſucceeded it, which is ſufficient to conſole us for Loſe: 
and Expences in a juſt Cauſe, It is that Cauſe that we ſup- 
port, and not an innate, hereditary, and groundleſs Averſion to 
the French Nation; for whenever their Stateſmen ſhall aban- 
don that Plan which is dangerous and deſtructive in its Nature 
to themſelves as well as others, they will infallibly diſarm us, 
and extinguiſh that Animoſity which their boundleſs Ambi- 
tion, and not our Obſtinacy, or Perverſeneſs, has excited. 
There have been, within the Memory of the preſent Genera- 
tion, certain Seaſons, in which the French Miniſters either real- 
ly or ſeeming]y laid by thoſe Schemes, and affected to act up- 
on other Principles, that very ſoon produced an Alteratian 
in the Condu& of other Powers, towards them, which fully 
juſtifies this Obſervation; and therefore their Politicians have 
no juft Grounds for imputing to the Fierceneſs of our Man- 
ners, that Alacrity we have ſhewn in (ring into all Allian- 
ces againſt them, but ought rather to aſcribe it to that 
Rectitude of Judgment which is natural to a free People, and 
which will always appear amongſt us as long as we continue 
free. * 

The Ballance in Italy is thought to concern us more remote- 
ly, notwithſtanding which, we have hitherto ſhewn a juſt and 
laudable Regard to that likewiſe ; and indeed Diſtance in this 
Reſpect is of little Conſequence, more eſpecially to a mari- 
time Power. Our Commerce in the Mediterranean, and in 


the Levant, is of very high Importance, and we cannot * 
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be ſenſible, that whatever Alterations have been felt in the I. 
tan Ballance, have likewiſe affected thoſe Branches of our 
Commerce in a very ſenſible Degree ; ſo that whatever Steps 
we have taken, either during the Continuance of Peace by Ne- 
gotiations, or in Time of War, by ſupporting the only Prince 
in Italy who declared for the common Cauſe, and was true to 
his own Intereſts, which were likewiſe ours, were right and 
juſt Meaſures, and have no doubt left thoſe Impreſſions which 
will never be effaced by any Arts or Intrigues, whatever may bo 
given out to ſerve their own Purpoſes by ſuch as wiſh they 
may. 

he recent Injuries our Merchants have ſuſtained, and 
the great Inſult offered to the Nation by the Corſairs of Bar- 
bary, will not allow us to doubt, that it is our true Intereſt 
to keep the Italian States firmly united to us, that when Oc- 
caſion requires they may afford us all the Conveniencies in 
their Power towards — theſe Infidels, as our uſing vi- 
gorous Meaſures in ſuch Caſes, and ſending a powerful Fleet 
into the Mediteranean, will contribute not a little to make us 
reſpected by the Italian Potentates, as well as to obtain Juſtice 
from thoſe pyratical Governments, which is a thing ſcarce 
to be expected from milder Meaſures. 


Our Affairs with the Crown of Spain have been long in a 


perplexed Situation, notwithſtanding that it is generally thought 
the Spaniſh Miniſters have ſuch true Notions of their own 
Intereſt, as to be perſuaded that nothing concerns them more, 
than to live upon good Terms with Great Britain. Without 
any Queſtion it is our Intereſt likewiſe to live in a perfect 
Correſpondence with that Court, and therefore no Pains ought to 
be ſpared that are requiſite to remove all Jealouſies and Diſcon- 
tents on both Sides. It was hoped, that this would have becn 
effectually done by the Definitive Treaty of Aix la Chapelle; but 
it ſeems that the Neceſſity of reſtoring the Tranquillity of Eu- 
rope, made it requiſite to conclude that Treaty „ adjuſtin 

the Differences between the Britiſh and Spani/h Courts, which 
were left to a particular Negotiation, which is {till depending. 
It is from this Negotiation that we are yet to expect an abſo- 
lute Concluſion of this important Buſineſs, which, as it has 
proceeded ſiowly, we have good Ground to apprehend will, 
whenever it is brought to a Determination, will ſettle the Terms 
of Correſpondence to the mutual Satisfaction of both Nations. 
Delays are very diſagreeable in all Points of national Concern, 
but more eſpecially ſo in Points of great Conſequence, ſuch as 
this undoubtedly is, both to us and to them. Yet aſter all, 


if 
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if by bearing with theſe Delays, Things can be entirely adjuft. 
ed, ſo as to leave no Grounds for future Diſputes ; inſtead of 
patching up expedient Agreements to ſerve a preſent Turn, 
which never afford Content to either Party, and are ſeldom 
long obſerved, we ſhall have good Cauſe to excuſe thoſe De- 
lays, and to be well pleaſed with the final Iſſue of them. In 


the mean time, we have the Comfort of knowing, that at length 


the Syſtem of Expedients is exploded ; for if there had been 
the leaſt Intention of returning to that Sort of Practice, we 
might have had a Convention long ago. It was certainly 
better to treat with Clearneſs and Dignity, to explain and go 
to the Bottom of Grievances on both Sides, that both old and 
freſh Wounds might be thoroughly healed, and not ſkinned 
over, and that ſucceeding Miniſters may have a full, explicite, 
and well-concerted Treaty for their Guide, upon which the 
Subjects of both Crowns may rely, without any Doubts as to 
the Senſe of the reſpective Articles, or any Fears of their not 


| _ punctually executed. 


e have lived fo long, and in fo ſtrict a Friendſhip with the 
Crown of Portugal, that J mention it here only for the Sake 
of ſhewing, that there ſtill ſubſiſts an Inſtance of that kind of 
Connection which it is moſt our Intereſt to have with every fo- 
reign Court. Our Subjects trade largely with thoſe of Portu- 
75 to their mutual Benefit and Advantage; we have all the 

rivileges there that we can reaſonably deſire in favour of our 
Merchants, the Portugueſe are conſidered here, upon all Occa- 
fions, as our faithful Friends and Allies. Theſe have been 
the Rules cf Behaviour to both Courts in Times of perfect 
2 and when nothing farther was neceſſary to cvince 
the Cordiality of Eſteem on both Sides. But when a Diffe- 
rence aroſe between the Spaniards and the Portugueſe, which 
ſwelled fo high, as that the latter were threatened with an In- 
vaſion, we made no Difficulty of t&nding in due Time, and 
without any Delay, ſuch a Fleet to Lisbon, as ſerved to pro- 
teft the Subjects of the King of Portugal from any Inſult. On 
the other hand, in the preſent Diſputes between the Courts 
of London and Madrid, his Portugueſe Majeſty has interpoſcd 
all along his ,good Offices in our favour, and has contributed 
all that was in his Power to accelerate, as well as adjuſt the 
Negotiations between us. | 

e ſeem at preſent to be univerſally perſuaded, that it is ot 
Intereft to live not only on good Term with the Republick 
of the United Provinces, but alſo in the cloſeſt and moſt perſeci 
Harmony, in which it is certain that we act conformable 
both to the lights of Reaſon and Experience. Trade 1 a 

ce 
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deed the common Miſtreſs of the maritime Powers, but at 
the ſame time they have many other Rivals, of whom they 
have no grounds to be afraid, while a ſtriẽt Union ſubſiſts be- 
tween them, and a due Senſe of this ought to induce them to 
refer the joint Intereſt of both, to the private and particular 
iews of either. Another ſtrong Reaſon for their living always 
upon good Terms, is the ſameneſs of their foreign — 
that is to ſay, thoſe who are Friends or Enemies to one, are 
likewiſe Friends and Enemies to the other; which is a Point 
that ought to be kept always in View, by ſuch as are entruſted 
with the Adminiſtration of either Government. In a word, the 
Conformity that there is between the Religion, the Conſti- 
tution, and the natural Inclinations of the Inhabitants of 
both Countries, is ſufficient to demonſtrate to any intelligent 
and diſinterzfted Perſon, that nothing can contribute ſo much 
to their joint Happineſs, as ſupporting each other upon all 
Occaſions, and that nothing can bring about their Deſtruc- 
tion ſo ſoon, as ſowing the Seeds of Diſſention and Diviſion 
between them, 

The many Alterations that happen daily in the World, 
afford, and will always afford ſuffictent Reaſons for our exert- 
ing ourſelves, not without Hazard and Expence, in favour of 
ſome or other of our Allies; which however muft be done, 
and done with Spirit and Chearfulneſs, if we will remain a 
free, a great, and a reſpected People. It is in vain to hope 
to maintain our Characters by a ſclhſh-and ſurly, or by a lazy 
and inactive Behaviour; if we reaſon ever ſo little with our- 
ſelves, we may be ſatisfied of this; if we conſult Hiſtory, 
Hiſtory will convince us; if we have recourſe to Experience, 
Experience will read us the ſame LeEture. Neither ought we to 
conſider what we do as any Burthen or Inconveniency, ſince 
it ariſes from the Rank and Figure we make in the World, from 
thoſe Connections which have been the Fruit of our Sig- 
nificancy, and by which, that, is upheld and ſecured, In ſhort, 
when we ſuccour our Neighbours, we do it from a Principle 
of Juſtice to ourſelves; we flouriſh in Part, from the Com- 
merce that we have with them; and having thus a Stake in 
their Welfare, it is really conſulting our own Intereſt, when 
we fulfill thoſe Engagements that were entered into, on ac- 
count of that Stake; and therefore inſtead of repining that we 
are obliged to it, we ought to rejoice that it is in our 
Power, and ſhew by our Alacrity, how much it is in our 


Theſe 
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Theſe are the general Principles of Britiſb Policy deduced 
from thoſe Tranſactions, which after having been often and 
ſeriouſly examined in the wiſeſt and greateſt Aſſemblies, have 
received repeated, as well as publick Sanctions ; ſo that if pri- 
vate Men err in adopting them, it will be very difficult to 
eſtabliſh another Rule attended with clearer Evidence, and 
ſupported by better Authority. 


. 


